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PREFACE
TO THE ELEVENTH VOLUME.

.AVING now reached our Eleventh Mile Stone,

we may be allowed to sit down by it, amidst the

fervid heat of the weather, for a few minutes, and

reflect on our past and subsequent labours.

Of the different periodical works that have been

established in this Island, none has appeared so dif-

ficult and arduous to the Editor, as the NAVAL
CHRONICLE. Confined to one particular line, he

is obliged to search for Variety, and Information, in

a department where every avenue is guarded with a

watchful and strange suspicion : The very appoint-
ments in the Profession, instead of being inserted in

the Gazette, as is the case with the Army, are only

given to the Public through the uncertain medium
of a newspaper ; or in the Monthly List, which the

industry of the late Mr. Steele established. And
when we add to this, the spirit of party and of jea-

lousy which pervades the Profession, we may truly

affirm, that we have sometimes sought for truth,

"e'en at the cannon's mouth,"
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An extensive acquaintance with the Profession,

has, however, enabled us to give some valuable Me-
moirs of living Officers, notwithstanding these ob-

stacles, which have thrown considerable light on the

Naval History of our Country. The Debate that

has taken place, respecting the Ships captured by
Lord HOOD at Toulon, has called the attention of

many persons to our valuable Biographical Memoir,
and Public Papers respecting that Officer. Of such

consequence indeed have these MEMOIRS been

deemed, that in an annual work entitled PUBLIC

CHARACTERS, our Memoir of Sir Roger Curtis *

was actually copied verbatim; and afterwards praised
as an original work in one of the Reviews. The dif-

ficulty, however, to procure correct materials for

these Memoirs is so great, that our readers must not

imagine we are slumbering at our post, if every Num-
ber is not equally valuable. In the present Volume,
the Lives of Vice-Admiral Sir John Orde, Bart.,

Admiral Caldwdl, and Rear-Admiral Knight, will

prove that our resources are not exhausted : and the

arrangements we have lately made, will enable us, in

our subsequent Volumes, to give our readers addi-

tional interest.

AVe have also made a valuable acquisition to this

work, by the return of two Gentlemen, who were

our earliest friends, and who have promised their

occasional assistance. Our Engravings will also be

enriched by some designs of an ingenious Pupil of

Mr. Westail, Mr. BEX M.IT, and by an anonymous

correspondent, 1
;
. W. We therefore are enabled to

pursue our journey with additional spirits,
anil trust

that those who have hitherto accompanied us, will

find our Vessel does not labour, and that her ballast

is stowed with some portion of professional .skill.

The Communications we particularly wish to re-

ceive from our Correspondents, for the abovc-men-

* See NATAL CHRONICLE, VoL VI, p^gc z6l.



PREFACE. Vll

tioned reasons, are materials for our Biographical
Memoirs ; original Copies of Public Letters

;
Re-

marks on the different Naval Actions, andEngage-
ments with single Ships; Philosophical Papers; Di-

mensions and Anecdotes of particular Ships; and

the earliest Notice of Appointments and Promotions :

Poetry, unless it is excellent, .will not in future be

admitted
;
and we take this opportunity to declare

our resolution, that some of our correspondents, who
are too bountiful in this respect, may not in future

be disappointed or offended.

Our Frontispieces will now be devoted to such

Works in Naval Sculpture, and Design, as do not

come within the plan of our other Engravings ;

these will generally be given, with fidelity and accu-

racy, in a spirited Etching, or Outline, by Artists

of repute ;
and we shall be obliged to any Correspon-

dent who will assist us in this respect.

At the suggestion of an old Correspondent, we

shall in future dedicate every Volume to some emi-

nent Naval Officer : and we hope by this means, to

be enabled in some degree to express our gratitude to

our most zealous and early Patrons.

And now, Gentle Reader, having passed these few

minutes together, let us leave our Eleventh Mile

Stone, and proceed cordially on our journey. The
Weather has lately been very stormy and dusty in.

the neighbourhood of the Admiralty ;
and the Eells

in the Great Hall have lately rang, as if they had

been electrified by all the Spectres of the North

Countrie :

" Horrida Tempestas Ccelum contraxit, ct imbres

Nivesque deducunt Jovem !

Nunc mare, nunc siliiae

Tbreicio Aquilonc sonant : rapiamusj amicij

Occasioaem de die !"
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BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS OF

BENJAMIN CALDWELL,
ADMIRAL Of THE BLtTE SQUADRON.

Illustrious deeds the Eriti'h annals jrace,

Which Time's rude barbarous hands shall ne'er efTaics;

Illustrious deeds ! that make an equal claim

To future g!ory and irrimortal .

ANO.V.

) the generous mind, ever grateful is the task of recojd*

ing the exploits of valour, of illustrating the actions of

great men, of holding up to posterity a fair portraiture of

that glorious conduct which may become the object of

future emulation. The biographer who takes for his sub-

ject a British Naval Officer, can scarcely fail of finding his

labours the labours of pleasure ; for, -so uniformly noble a r e

the characters of our brave nautical protectors, that, in the

words of our immortal poet, with the honest spirit of the

. Cfcron. ftol.XI. a
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historic Muse, we may exultingly exclaim,
"
They are all

honourable men !" Admiral CaldwcU, a faint outline of

whose professional life we are now about to delineate, is not

an exception from the general rule.

This esteemed Officer is the descendant of a respectable

and ancient family, originally from Scotland. Some of its

younger branches, however, as we learn from Craufurd's

History of Renfrew, were in the army, and, going to Ire-

land at the time of the troubles in that country, they settled

near Drogheda.
Mr. Caldwell, being destined for the naval service, went

to the Royal Academy at Portsmouth in 1754. Having
finished his nautical studies there, where he remained two

years and a half, he went to sea, in the spring of 1756, in his

Majesty's ship Isis, commanded by Capt. Edward Wheeler.

In the Isis he remained, we believe, till the month of March

1759, when he was removed to the Namur, the flag-ship ofthat

illustrious and revered Officer, Admiral Boscawen. This

was a year which reflected high honour on the naval prowess
of Britain.

It will be recollected, by many of our readers, that, at the

end of the year 1758, Admiral Boscawen received the thanks

of the House of Commons for the diligence and activity

which he displayed in the Louisbourg expedition. On the

2d of February following, he experienced a distinguishing

mark of royal favour, in being made a member of the Privy

Council ; and, a few weeks afterwards, he was honoured

with a new appointment to the command of a fleet of four-

teen sail of the line and two frigates, destined for the Medi-

terranean. The period of which we are writing was some-

what similar to the present. Franca had long threatened

the invasion of England; but her threats terminated as we

doubt not the present ludicrous menaces of Buonaparte will

terminate, infumo. The exertions of our naval force accom-

plished this fortunate event ;
our " wooden -walls" were then

our firm defenders ; the tars of Britain have not degenerated ;

and, conscious of our superiority, in every sense of the
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word, we now look forward, with a confident hope, to the

success of our arms, to the preservation of our independence,

to the destruction of Corsican tyranny, and the ultimate

salvation of Europe.

Admiral Boscawen sailed from St. Helens on the 141!! of

April, and proceeded towards Toulon, for the purpose of

watching the motions of the French fleet then lying in that

harbour. The chief object of his- instructions was to pre-

vent the junction of the Brest and Toulon fleets, and more

particularly to disable the latter, then commanded by the

French Admiral M. de la Clue. Failing, however, in his

exertions to force the French to an engagement, and having

materially suffered in some of his efforts, he repaired to

Gibraltar to refit, when, taking advantage of his absence, de

la Clue put to sea with the resolution of passing the Straits

and proceeding to Brest*.

The result of this business, comprising the celebrated

action off Lagos, on the ijth of August, is so well related

in the Field ofMars, that we shall take the liberty of quoting

it from that work :

When the French, says the Editor, had meditated their long in-

tended project to invade England with a mighty armament, to be con-

ducted by the means of flat bottomed boats, so as by favour of the

night to evade the vigilance of our Admirals, and laad 2O ;ooo men in

some part of Kent or Sussex, which lay nearest to the place of their

departure ; at that time Admiral Boscawen had blocked up Toulon;
the Admirals Saunders and Holmes had entered the river St. Law-

rence, and de la Clue was positively commanded to get out by all

means, in order to relieve their affairs in North America : but on the

French Court's receiving certain advices of the above situation of

Saunders and Holmes, de la Clue received countermanding orders,

directing him into the Channel: this was a point of great hazard and

danger to de la Clue; but the Court of Versailles had sent him his

last sailing orders, from which he could not recede. Meantime Ad-
miral Boscawen had left Toulon, and come to Gibraltar, in order to

refit, while the formidable squadron of de la Clue left its fortified road

VUe the Biographical Memoirs of AdmlrJ Bo=ca\vcn, NAV^L CHRO-
NICLE, Vol. VII. p. ao6.
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of Toulon, sailed down the Mediterranean, endeavoured to force a

passage through the Straits' Mouth, and so get away safe to the nor-

thern seas ; or, if impeded by Admiral Hawke t who lay off Brest, to.

atatk him in the rear, while Conflans should come out of Bust, and

getting him between two fires, attack him in front. But ail this

mighty parade ended literally in smoke, and was eluded by the

vigilance of Admiral Boscawen, who narrowly watched his motions,

by detaching scouts to observe and give him notice of every approach.

In consequence of these necessary precautions, he ordered the Ly:r,e

and Gibraltar, the only two frigates then ready ; the former to cruise

off Malaga, the other from Estapona to Ceuu Point, to look out and

give timely notice.

On the ijth of August, 17^9, about eight in the evening, the

Gibi altar made the signal of the appearance of the enemy, viz. four-

teen sail-on the Barbary shore, to the eastward of Ceuta ; he then got
under sail immediately, and was out of the Bay before ten, with four-

teen sail of the line ; and the Shannon and Etna fire- ships. At day-

light* he saw the Gibraltar, and soon after seven sail of large ships

Jying to ; but on our not answering their signal, thty mad..- sail from

us. About noon the Admiral came up with them, and at two o'clock

on the iSth, some of the headmost ships began to engage ; but he

could not get up to the Ocean till near four. In about half an hourt,
the Namur's mizen-mast and both top -sails were shot away ; the

enemy then made all the sail they could
; the Admiral then left the

Namur, and shifted his flag to the Newark: and soon after the Cen-
taur, a Frt-rch man of war, of 74 guns, struck. He pursued ail

right, and in the mou,ing of the iQth saw only four sail, standing in

for the land, two of the best sailers having altered t heir course in the

night. The Admiral's fleet was not above a league from them, and
not above five leagues from the shore. About i.ine, the Ocean, one
of the entmy's largest ships, ran among the breakers, and the other
three anchored ; the Admiral then sent the Intrepid and America to

destroy the Ocean; but Captain Pratten ha\ing anchored, could not

get in, so Captain Kirke performed that service alone. On his first

firing at the Ocean she struck, and Captain Kirke sent his officers on
board. M. de la Clue, the French Admiral, having one leg broke,
and the other wounded, had been Jandtd from the Ocean, which vru
his own ship, about half an hour before; but they found the Captain
of her, M. le Comptede Came, and several officers and men on board:

Captaia Kirke having taken them out, finding it impossible to
bring

At five, A.M. EDITOE N.C.

t Nearly an hour. EDITOR A. C..
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the ship off, set her on fire. Captain Bentley, of the Warspite,

was ordered against the Temeraire, of 74 guns, and brought her off,

with all her officers and men on board, with little damage. At the

same time Vice-Admiral Broderick, with his division, burnt the Re-

doubtable, her officers and men having quitted her, as she was bulged ;

and brought the Modeste, of 64 guns, off very little damaged, oil

board of which there was found a list of the French squadron.

Thus was this boasted armada defeated and dispersed, some flying

one way, some another, for shelter : the greatest part escaped to

Cadiz, where they were blocked up by Admiral Brodetick, while the

Souverain and Guerrier, two more of their ships, took asylum at

Lisbon. One great consequence happened from this victory offLagos,

that it prevented the scheme of France from taking place, of getting

Admiral Hawke between two fires, destroying his fleet, and then pro-

ceeding to the invasion of England.

For the official dispatches, and some farther particulars

relating to this action, we must refer our readers to the

Memoirs of Admiral Boscawen, given in the seventh volume

of our Chronicle; briefly observing that, on his return, he

was rewarded by being appointed General of Marines.

On the aoth of November following Mr. Caldwell was

jjilso in the celebrated victory obtained by Sir Edward Hawke

over the French Commander M. de Conflans. As yet, he

was only a Midshipman ; but, immediately on his arrival

in England, he was made a Lieutenant on board of the

Achilles, the Hon. Captain Barrington.

Qn the 24111 of May 1762, Mr. Caldwell was appointed

to the command .of the Martin sloop, in which vessel he

sailed, in the September of 1763, first to the coast of Africa,

and thence to the West Indies. He remained in the Martin

till 1765, when, on the ist of April, in that year, he was

promo tec! to the rank of Post Captain in the Milford frigate.

In the spring of 1768 Captain Caldwell was appointed to

the Rose, a twenty gun ship, in which he remained, chiefly

cruising on the Boston station, till the end of 1771. His

next appointment was to the Emerald frigate, of thirty-two

guns. This took place in the year 1775. The Emerald,

immediately after she was commissioned, was ordered on tlio
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North America Station, under Lord Howe, where she re-

mained for the space of four years, till the winter of 1779.

On this service Captain Caldwell had various opportunities

of distinguishing himself; and his diligence, activity, and

gallantry, were eminently conspicuous, particularly in block-

ading the Capes of Virginia, where he took the Virginia

frigate, and numerous other small vessels.

On the 25th of December I779> immediately on his return

from America, Captain Caldwell was promoted to the Han-

nibal, a new ship of fifty guns. In the Hannibal he sailed

to St. Helena, and on his return he brought home an East

India convoy. This service occupied about a twelvemonth.

Shortly after his arrival in England, in 1781, Captain

Caldwell was farther advanced to the command of the Aga<

memnon, another new ship, of sixty-four guns.

From the month of August, to December in the same year,

the Agamemnon was in the Channel Fleet, under Admiral

Darby.
At the latter end of the year 1781 Rear-Admiral Kempen-

felt was appointed to command a squadron of ships, and

was ordered to sea, for the purpose of intercepting the French

fleet which had sailed from Brest, with a convoy for the

West Indies. The Agamemnon, having been equipped for

service by Captain Caldwell, formed a part of Kempenfclt's

squadron.

At day-break on the I2th of December, about thirty-five

leagues to the westward of Ushant, the English Admiral

descried the hostile fleet; and, thojugh it was greatly his

superior in force, he succeeded in cutting off about twenty sail

of the convoy, which were in his possession by the evening *.

The Agamemnon, and the Prudente frigate (then commanded

* The particulars of this memorable event have been already detailed in our

Memoirs of the gallant and lamented Admiral Kempcnfelt. fide the NAVAL

CHRONICLE, Vol. VII. p. 368. Some farther particulars arc also given in our

Memoirs of Admiral Lord Radstock, Vol. X. p. 474. By referring to a note

affixed to the latter, the reader will perceive the very striking disparity
cf

strength ahd weight of metal in the adverse fleets.
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by the Hon. Capt. Waldegrave, now Lord Radstock), were

tlctached by the Rear-Admiral in quest of any straggling ships

of the enemy which might have been separated from the main

body. Unfortunately, however, a few days after, the Prudente

sprung her fore-mast, and was under the necessity of returning

to England. On the 25th of December, thirteen days after

that on which the French fleet was first descried, the Aga-
memnon fell in with seven sail of transports, laden with

troops and naval Stores, bound for Martinico. Five of

these were captured by the Agamemnon, and, with the whole

of the prizes taken on the I2th of the month, carried safely

into port.

Soon after Captain Caldwell's return from the above

cruise, he was ordered, with the Agamemnon, to the West

Indies, to join Sir George Bridges Rodney, who had sailed

for that station some days before.

Having safely reached iier destination, the Agamemnon was

with Admiral Rodney, in the West Indies, on the memorable

I2th of April 1782*. Captain CaldweJl, in supporting the

honour of his country's flag with the true energy of a

British sailor, shared the perennial glories of that illustrious

day. The Agamemnon, however, suffered severely on the

occasion. Fourteen of her seamen were killed, and twenty-

two wounded; two of her Lieutenants, Incledon and Brice,

were also wounded, the latter afterwards dying of his

wounds.

On the news of this splendid and important victory

-reaching England, the thanks of both Houses of Parliament

were unanimously voted to the Commander in Chief, the

Captains, Officers, seamen, and marines of the fleet.

Captain Caldwell proceeded with the fleet to Jamaica,

whither also the French prizes were taken. He then sailed

to North America, with Admiral Pigot, with whom he also

returned to the West Indies at the close of the year. During

For an interesting account of this glorious action, we refer our readers to

the Memoirs of Admiral Rodney, given in the NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. I.

page 388.
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the short remainder of the war, nothing farther of important^

occurred ; and peace being concluded early in the ensuing

year, Captain Caldwell returned with the Agamemnon to>

England in the month of May 178 :.

Our Officer, we believe, had no farther command till

1787, when, in the armament of that year, he was appointed

to the Alcide.

In 1790, at the time when a dispute took place between

Great Britain and Spain, relative to Nootka Sound, Captain

Caldwell was appointed to the Berwick, of 74 guns ; but,

the difference having been amicably settled, the armament

was discontinued, and the Berwick was consequently put

out of commission.

From this period it does not appear that Captain Caldwell

was ever again in active service as a private Captain. On
the ist of February 1793, he was promoted to the rank of

Rear-Admiral of the White; and being afterwards appointed

to command in the Channel Fleet, as Junior Officer under

Lord Howe, in the winter of 1793-4, he hoisted his flag on

;
board of the Cumberland, of 74 guns.

On the 1 2th of April 1794, his services were farther re-

warded by an advancement to the rank of Rear- Admiral of

the Red* On this promotion, he hoisted his flag on board

of the Impregnable, a ninety-eight gun ship.

It was on the ist of June following that Lord Howe
achieved that important victory over the French fleet which

will be long remembered by Britons with heartfelt exultation.

It is here particularly worthy of remark, that Rear-Ad-

miral Caldwell, a brave and meritorious Officer, whose un-

remitting services, whose persevering activity, seal, and

courage, had never, for a long series of years, been once

sullied by the breath of calumny or suspicion, was, with

three or four other Officers, omitted in the honourable

mention made by Lord Howe, in his official dispatches,
of those whom he thought entitled to his "

particular
thanks" for their exertions on this occasion.
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Nothing, as far as we have heard, has ever transpired

tending in the slightest degree to cast an odium on the con-

duct of these neglected Officers: we shall not, however,

presume to animadvert on the extraordinary omission.

The Impregnable, in this action of the ist of June, expe-

rienced a loss of seven killed and twenty four wounded.

On the subsequent 4th of July, he was made Vice-Ad-

miral of the Blue Squadron. He continued to serve in the

Channel fleet, under Lord Howe, in the Impregnable, till

the month of September; when, having been directed to

join Sir J. Jervis on the Leeward Island station, he shifted

his flag into the Majestic, a seventy-four gun ship, and pro-

ceeded thither on the 13^1 of October following.

Vice-Admiral Caldwell arrived at Martinico on the I4th

of November; and Sir John Jervis, his health being in an

impaired state, shortly after returned to England, with Sir

Charles Grey, leaving oar Officer as his successor in the

command.

Vice-Admiral Caldwell remained on this station till 1795,

when he was relieved by Sir John Laforey. He returned to

England, in the Blanche frigate.

On the i4th of February, 17991 our veteran Officer, as a

reward for a long series of services rendered to his country,

was promoted to the rank which he now holds, that of

Admiral of the Blue Squadron.

CORRESPONDENCE.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE NAVAL CHRONICLE*

SIR,

HpHOUGH the present unavoidable war and most honour-

able exertions of public and private spirit have hitherto,

perhaps justly, drawn off the general attention from aftairs

of comparatively small importance, it may not be imprope/

ol XI. c
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now (when our means of defence and increasing securrt/

seem to bid defiance to the invaders), to call back the atten-

tion of our sea-ports and Admiralty to the subject of the

Life-Boat establishment. Great as are the approved merits*

recent the parliamentary reward, and numerous the living

rescued witnesses of this important invention, the sphere of

its
utility has hitherto been much confined, or its adoption

postponed in several situations, where, during the late and

present stormy weather, many valuable lives might have been

saved from vessels lost; or the wrecks, perhaps, in some

cases, prevented, by receiving such assistance as Life-Boats

only can afford from a dangerous shore. It is not here,

however, so much my object to dwell upon the known ad-

vantages and present application of the Life-Boat, as to

suggest a more ample scope for the adoption and use of boats

of this construction and principle in his Majesty's ships 5 at

least in those of the higher rates and larger dimensions.

I wish on this head to make allowances for probable wants

of extra room and arrangement, because the present form of

IVlr. Greathead's boats differs from those in use of the Navy,
and I leave it to naval builders to adopt those models that

are likely to retain all the advantages of the original inven-

tion, and give convenience of stowage and portage on board.

I shall now briefly mention the reasons that occur to me

for wishing lo introduce such boats into general service.

First, If a ship in a gale unfortunately take the ground, and

cannot disengage herself, an immediate communication is

requisite with her companions, if in a cruising squadron ;

or if alone, with the shore, though an enemy's : how sel-

dom in such weather ordinary boats can live at sea, or in a

surf, daily experience shews. The one proposed offers the

means of saving her crew, not only from the waves, but very

probably (with a consort in sight), from being locked up
from the service of their country in a French prison.

Secondly^ The facility of conveying information from Flag or

Commodore ships on topicks which signals cannot always
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provide for, and when ordinary means of communication

through a squadron are impracticable. Thirdly^ In actions,

when all the boats have frequently been entirely disabled by

gun-shots, and their utter inability of being hoisted ou

manifest, even to take possession of a beaten enemy, whose

escapes from that cause our Gazettes so unfortunately evince.

A Life Boat in such circumstances, though, damaged and

shot through, if not most severely cut up in her bends, ex-

tremities, or keel, might be serviceable almost immediately, and

carry her crew safely while she held at all together. Fourthly^

In the attacks so frequently and gallantly made by cur boats

on small craft, corvettes, and even frigates, an unlucky shot

would not have the same chance of disconcerting or sinking

our brave fellows before they get fairly alongside of the

enemy.
I submit the above observations, Mr. EDITOR, for

your consideration, and the notice of naval men, so much
better able to judge of the probable success, and farther

improvements of the plan I venture to propose. Certainly,

from the services of the Life-Boat on its hitherto confined

scale along shore, the most important general benefits are

deducible, should its introduction take place afloat. 1 shall

conclude with remarking, that the probable expense of a

well-conducted experiment of boats on the above principle,

distributed among our better Channel cruisers, would have

been well repaid by the rescue from a French prison of two

such frigates' companies as we have lately lost*, provided

(what in the cases alluded to I mention only for argument,)
the crews could have been brought off in the manner, or

according to the principle above recommended.

I am, Mr. EDITOR,

Your's, &c.

H.

* Minenre and Shannon.
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TO THE EDITOR OF ?HE NAVAL CHRONICLE.

SIR, Jan. 10, 1804*

AS I am aware that your valuable publication circulates

through every department of the Navy, I have been in-

duced to trouble you with a few observations on a subject

which has for some time past occupied a considerable portion

of the public attention. I allude to the general system of

blockade which has been adopted by us during the present

war. For nearly eight months, I believe, the gallant Ad-

miral Cornwaliis, whose well-merited praise is the theme

of every tongue, has closely ard incessantly watched the

motions of the French fleet in Brest harbour. Compelled

by stress of weather, he indeed recently quitted his station >

but, with that promptitude, vigour, and perseverance, which

so en inendy distinguish his character, he almost imme-

diately returned. More fears, however, have, in my opinion*,

been entertained relative to the escape of the Brest fleet than

that event would justify. My observations will apply to

future periods as well as to the present. Should the Brest

fleet escape, the probability is in our favour, that it would.

be met by some of our cruising squadrons. It is worthy of

notice, however, that the same wind at W. S. W. which

would diivc the English fleet for shelter into Torbay, would

prevent the French from coming out of Brest. Admitting,

however, that a ^hift of wind occurred, and that the French

were thus enabled to effect tlieir escape ; the same shift of

wind would also be fair for the British fleet to sail from

Torbay in purtu-t of them; and, though the enemy would

have the start, it is not unlikely that they might be over-

taken, or indeed find themselves between two fires.

In the prosecution of a war, our grand objects un-

questionably are to protect our commerce, and thereby

enrich the nation, both collectively and individually, ren-

dering our finances more competent to support the neces-

sa>y expenditure of a state of warfare j to reduce the naval
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force of our enemy, that we may be enabled to shorten the

contest, and ultimately to command peace on more ad-

vantageous terms ; and, finally, to preserve our island from,

invasion, and its concomitant, slavery. By keeping the

fleets of the enemy in their ports, we may indeed protect our

commerce, and defy the menaces of invasion ; but we can-

not by this achieve the important object of crushing their

naval force. The enemy may even derive material advan-

tage from the system of blockade; for, while their ships are

safely moored in port, ours are exposed to all the ri-k of

storms and hurricanes ; may thus be disabled, and rendered

incapable of either offence or defence, after which the hostile

fleet may fearlessly venture out and accomplish its purpose

unmolested.

A long blockade is objectionable also in other respects :

it fatigues, harasses, and deadens the enterprising spirit of

our sailors. The wear and tear of our shipping, too, is a

consideration of importance.
Our naval superiority is such, that an attempt to calculate on

the result of an action with any of the present French flotillas

would bejubtly ridiculed for its absurdity. Be it remembered,

however, that it is only by suffering them to come out of

harbour that we can have an opportunity of engaging themf
it is only by engaging that we can hope to conquer them ;

it is only by conquering them that we can insure our own

permanent safety. I am, Sir,

Your's, &c.
Z. E.

NAVAL ANECDOTES,

COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &e.

MANTES IN GURGITE VASTO.

FRENCH ANECDOTE OF LORD HERVEY.

TVTOTHING is more common than for men to be blind to their

4-^ own particular tailings, and to censure that vice in others to

which they are most addicted themselves. The modern French are
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incessantly declaiming against the insatiable ambition of England. A
republican of this description, impressed with the most alarming ideas

on the subject, recently related the following anecdote :
" My Lord

Hervey, when in Italy, passing over a lake near the sea, dipped his

finger in the water; 'Oh!' he cried, this is salt water; thil

belongs to us !'
'* Yon may see," continued the terrified Frenchman,

<* what a nation these Engli.sh must be ; and that they have got it into

their heads, that the sea is their domain ! and I am told," he gravely

added,
"

they have a fong, indicating as much, which they sing to

the tune of the Marseillois."

ANECDOTE OF ADMIRAL CORNWALLIS.

SOON after Captain (now Admiral) Cornwallis succeeded to the

command of the Canada, on the resignation of Sir GEORGE COLLIER,

and was at sea, a mutiny broke out in the ship, on account of some ac-

cidental delay in the clerk's paying some of the ship's company : in

consequence of which, they signed what they termed a Round Robin t

wherein they declared to a man, that they would not fire a gun till

they were paid. Captain Cornwallis, on the receipt of this, had the

crew piped upon deck, and thus laconically harangued them :
" My

lads, the money cannot be paid, till we return to port ; and as to your

rotjighting, I'll clap you alongside of the first large ship of the enemy
I see; when the D 1 himself can't keep you from it." The

Jacks were so tickled with this tar-like compliment, that they one and

all returned to their duty, better satisfied, perhaps, than if they had

been paid the money they demanded, ten times over,

SLAVES AT THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.

The following passages are extracted from a work entitled,
" Wattt

end Sketches at the Cape of Good Hope."

THE slaves are lodged sometimes in the house, but most generally

in small apartments connected with, or but slightly separated from, the

main building ; their mode of
living is left to themselves, and their

food consists principally of what is left from the tables of their

masters. It may be here 'Observed, that the whole heathen mythology
is ransacked to find them names, which are in general bestowed in a

manner not the most honourable to those deities at whose altars one

half of the human race formerly bowed down. Thus Jupiter cleans

the shoe?, Hercules rubs down the horses, and Juno lights the fire.

Sometimes, however, you meet a slave beau : his ears are orna-

mented with lings, a red shawl is wrapped round his neck, a plume of

eommon ostrich feathers wave in his hat, he treads lightly along,
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sodding his feathers, and looking proudly round him. He is lifted

above ground, and has totally forgot that he is a slave.

As soon as the breath has left the body of the sick man, the women

who surround the bed, burst out into teats and lamentations, and

communicate the infection of sorrow to the men. The corpse is drest

out not without much weeping, and a day is alloutd for the assem-

bling of his friends to mourn over his remains. The Malay expresses

his grief by sitting beside his dead friend in profound silence, and with

downcast and pensive look : but the natives of Malabar and Mozam-

bique break into sudden and violent floods of sorrow, which they
often seem to begin and end in concert. On the day of iu.eiment,

the friends again assemble, and follow the bier to the place appointed;
here the body is committed to the earth with more or less ceremony,

according to the religion or piety of the tribe: all express sorrow, but

in the greater part, this sorrow is of no long duration. The Malays
alone extend their care, and seem to cherish grief. On he third,

seventh, tenth, fortieth, and hundredth day, they again assemble round

the grave, pour sweet scented waters upon it, and strew over it the

choicest flowers. They bid the earth lie lightly on the breast of their

former companion, and for the last time mingle their tears together
over him. Having thus performed the last duties of friendship and

affection, they return and feast together, well assured thai their friend

is happy.

INVENTION OF A METHOD FOR STRENGTHENING SHIPS AND
OTHER FLOATING VESSELS.

THE use of this invention is to preserve life and property, by

making a ship much stronger than on the common construction ; so

that should she, by stress of weather, be driven on shore, she will keep

upright, and be better able to resist danger ; which is effected by

hying a keel on each side the middle line, distant from it, including

the thickness thereof, one sixth of the average breadth at loading draft

of water, or a little more or less, according to the fulness or sharpness

of the ship.

Mr. Stuard, the Patentee, observes, that a ship thus secured from

*training, is more likely not to work her plank loose, which often oc-

casions foundering ; and if by stress of weather she is unavoidably-

driven on shore, she has the advantage of ships on the common con-

struction, as they, laying on the edge, easily loll by the agitation qf

the sea, and strike against the ground, and when left by the tide, are

often bulged by the overhanging weight ; but ships on this con-

struction, having one third of their breadth to stand on, will neither

roll, nor be likely to bulge ; and if, from the declivity of the ground,
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another ship should overset, this will not, having two- thirds ofth*

weight to counteract it. Therefore, as the preservation of lives and

property at sea are of great importance, the above construction of

ships is recommended to all whom it may concern. The patentee re-

quires only a small compensation per ton to allow any ship-builder the

benefit of his invention.

THERMOLAMTES, OR STOVES WHICH AFFORD HEAT ANU LIGHT,
ON AN ECONOMICAL PLAN*.

THE Author of this invention, for which a patent has been ob-

tained, is M. Lfbori) an engineer of biidges and highways. The

place of exhibition was the ground-floor of one of the large hotels in

the Faubourg St. Germain, on which was a suite of rooms, extremely

favourable for displaying the effect of this new method of lighting and

warming apartments.

In lieu of fire or candle, on the chimney stood a large crystal globe,

in which appeared a light and clear flame, diffusing a very agreeable

heat ; and on different pieces of furniture were placed candlesticks with

metal lamps burning with spirits of wine. These different recepta-

cles were supplied with inflammable gas, by means of tubes communi-

cating with an apparatus underneath. By this contrivance, in short,

all the apartments were warmed very comfortably, and illuminated in

a brilliant manner.

On consulting M. Lebon, he communicated to me the following ob-

servations: " You may have remarked," said he, in sitting before a

fire, that wood sometimes burns without a flame, but with much smoke,
and then you experience little heat; sometimes with flame, but with

little smoke, and then you find much warmth. You may have re-

marked too, that ill-made charcoal emits smoke ; it is on that ac-

count susceptible of flaming again ; and the characteristic difference

between wood and charcoab is, that the latter has lobt, together with

its smoke, the principle and aliment of flame, without which you ob-
tain but little heat. Experience next informs us, that this portion of

smoke, the aliment of flame, is not an oily nature condensible by cool-

ing, but a gas, a permanent air, which may be washed, purified, con-

ducted, distiibuted, and afterwards turned into flame at any distance

from the hearth.

" It is almost needles?," continued he, to point out the forma-

tion of verdigri.e, white lead, and a quantity of other operations, in

which acetous acid is employed. I shall only remark, that it is this

pyro- ligneous acid which penetrates smoked meat and fish, that it ha

* From Paris at it viai and at it I;,
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an -effect on leather, which it hardens ;
and that tkermdtimbes are likely

to render tanning-mills unnecessary, by furnishing the tan ,without

further trouble. But to return to the aeriform principle : tn.s a 'ment

of flame is deprived of those humid vapours, so p.: ccptible, and so

disagreeable to the organs of sight and smell. Purified to a perfect

transparency, it rioats in a state of cold air, and suffers itself to be di-

rected by the smallest and most fragile pipe^. Chimnies of an inch

square, made I'M the thickness of the plaster of ceilings or walls, tubes

even of gummed silk, would answer the purpose. The end alone of,

the tube, which, by bringing the inflammable gas into contact with

the atmospheric air, allows it to catch fire, and on which the flame re-

poses, ought to be of metal.

" By a distribution so easy to be established, a single stove may

supply the place of all the chimnies of a house. Every where inflam-

mable air is ready to diffuse immediate heat and light, of the most

glowing or most mild nature, simultaneously or separately, according

to your wishes. In the Uv;:.kling of an eye you may conduct the

flame from one room to another, an advantage equally convenient and

economical ; and which can never be obtained with our common stoves

and chimnies. No spar!<, no charcoal, no soot to trouble you ; no

ashes, no wood, to ->.
:

1 your apartments. By night as well as by day

you can have a firr in your room, without a servant being obliged to

1(5 'i after It. Nothing in the tbermolampes, not even the smallest por-

tion of inflammable air, can escape combustion, while in our chimnies,

torrents evaporate, and even carry off with them the grand part ofthe

heat produced.
" The advantage of being able to purify and proportion, in some

measure, the principles of the gas which feeds the flame, is," says M.
Lclon, " set forth in the clearest manner : but this flame rs so sub-

jected to our caprice, that even, to tranquillize the imagination, it

suffers itsdf to be confined in a crystal globe, which is never tarnished,

and thus presents a filler pervious to light and heat. A part of the

tube that conduc:-. the inflamn-able air, ca rries off out of doors the

produce of this combustion, which, nevertheless, according to the

experiments of modern chymisis, can scarcely be any thing more than

an aq'.eons vapour.
" Who cannot but be fond of having recourse to a flame so subser-

vient ? It will drer* your victuals which, as well as your cooks, will

not be exposed tc the vapour i f charcoal : it will warm again those

dishes on your tab.
; dry your ii.ien, heat your oven, and the water

for your baths o~ yoar washing, with every economical advantage
that can be wished. NJ moist or black vapours ; no ashes, no breaze,

to make a dirt, or oppose the communication of heat ; no useless loss

of caloric; you ma., by shutting an opening, which is no longer
. CJoUXI. o



l8 NAVAL ANECDOTES, COMMERCIAL HINTS, &C.'

necessary for placing the wood iii your oven, compress and coerce the

torrents of heat that were escaping from it.

" It may easily be conceived, that an inflammable principle so docile

and so active, may be made to yield the most magnificent illumina-

tions. Streams of fire finely drawn out, the duration, colour, and form

of which may be varied at pleasure, the motion of suns and turning co-

lumns, must produce an effect no less agreeable than brilliant." Indeed,

this effect was exhibited on the garden facade ofM. Lebon's residence.

ff Wood," concluded he,
(<

yields, in condensable vapours, two-

thirds of its weight, those vapours may therefore be employed to pro-

duce the effects of our steam-engines ; and it is needless to borrow the

succour from foreign water."

NAUTICAL JEUX D'ESPRIT.

AS things most unlike have commonly some points of resemblance, a

Correspondent whimsically thinks he has discovered some affinity be-

tween the profession of a Taylor and a Sea Life, For instance, the Taylor

gets his bread by \htyardarm, the hold, and the needle; and the Seaman

is often observed to sit cross-leg*'d for fair winds. We do not know

xvhether our active tars are much beholden to him for this discovery :

but wicked wits can reconcile any thing, and make antipathies meet.

Sailors, though they are the best fighters in the world, are not always

the greatest scholars or theologians. One of these being lately at

church, and hearing it read, that the Ark was carried on men's shoulders>

left the church in a great passion, affirming with an oath, that Master

Chaplain there had told a d >d lie,
" for as how, do ye see, he had

heard, that that same Ark was big enough to stow one Noah and all hit

family."
1

Two Sailors falling into a learned dispute, whether or no his Ma-

jesty (God bless him) was Head of the Church, which the one perti-

naciously insisted upon, the other as resolutely denied, affirming that

power to be vested in the Archbishop of Canterbury : a third put an

end to the controversy, by observing, to the satisfaction of botk

partks, that his Majesty surely was Monarch of the Sees.

Thefollowing EPIGRAM recently appeared in thg Hampshire Telegrafi z

" A Tar being ask'd by his Poll, t'other day,

Should e'er the French land, could he tell in what Bay ?

Jack roll'd round his quid, then assur'd his dear friend,

That if they land here 'twill be at Graveitnd !"
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MARINE SCENERY.

CATARACTS OF THE NILE.

HPHE following beautiful description of the Cataracts of

the Nile, and the circumjacent scenery, is copied from

the second volume of DENON'S Travels in Egypt* :

A league and a half below the quarries the rocks increase, and form

a bar in the river : here we found the Mameluke harks fixed between

the rocks, up to the first swell below the falls : the peasants of the

neighbourhood had deprived them of the rigging and the provisions.

We here quitted the little boat in which we had ascended, and walking

by the side of the stream for about a quarter of an hour, we came to

the part which is generally called the cataract. This is nothing more

than a range of rocks, over which the river flows, forming in some

places cascades a few inches in height ; they are so insignificant, that

they cannot be represented with any effect in a drawing; but I just

sketched the bar where this celebrated navigation ends, in order to do

away the impression that has been given .of the great fall of these

famous cataracts. This is, in fact, nothing but a bar formed by a

ledge of granite, which crosses the bed of the river for about four or

five miles, and only allows the water to pass between rocks of different

heights above the stream, and more or less painted, which at different

distances occasion small rapids, or falls of three or four inches to a foot

in perpendicular heighi, during the time of the year in which the

waters are lo\v. At this period the boats meet with insurmountable

obstacles in passing the falls, and the foaming waves impart in some

degree the idea which we have imbibed in Europe, relative to these

famous cataracts. The river is impassable here during nine months in

the year for all boats heavily laden, and during six months.for barks of

every kind. It was at this great rock, in the middle, that \ve stopped,

though the waters had not fallen to their lowest point, and our bark

was one of the lightest kind. These cataracts would make a fine

picture, if they could possibly be represented with any thing like an

imitation of their natural colours.

The mountains, the surface of which is broken by black and ragged

projections, are reflected with a gloomy aspect on the mirror of the

streams, which is broken and divided by sharp points of granite, that

roughen its channel, and form long white lines of foam wherever any
of these rocks cut its smooth surface. These shapeless masses, with

their obscure tines, form a striking contrast with the soft green of

* jJtno Edition, p9-
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the groups of p:\lm-trees intersper5ed around the
irregular cliff*,

and with the celestial azure-blue cf the clearest sky that can
be conceived. A picture faithfully representing these striking ob-

jects, would have the rare advantage of exhibiting a trut and yet

perfectly novel scenery. When we had passed the cataracts, the

rocks grow loftier, and on their summit are rocks of -;ranite apnearing
to cluster together, and to hang in equipoise, a-, if it were to produce
the-TOost picturesque effects. Across these rough and rugged forms,

the eye suddenly discovers the magnificent monuments of the island of

Philoe, which form a brilliant contrast, and one of the most singular

surprizes that the traveller can meet with. The i v ile here makes a

turn, as if for the purpose of encircling this enchanting island, where

the monuments are only separated by groups of palm trees, or rocks

that appear to exist only to contrast the forms of nature with the mag-
nificence of art, and to make an assemblage in one spot of every thing'

that is most striking and beautiful. The enthusiasm which the tra-

veller so constantly experiences at the sight of the monuments of Up-
per Egypt, may appear to the reader a perpetual and monotonous ex-

aggeration ; but it is, however, only the simple expression of that

feeling which the sublimity of their character inspires, and it is from

the distrust that I feel at being able to give any adequate idea of their

magnificence by the pencil, that I have endeavoured to do justice tq

them by my expressions, for the surprize and admiration with which

-they impress the beholder.

RIVER MITOMBO, IN AFRICA*.

THE River Mitombo, which the Europeans voluntarily call the

river of Bence, from the name of the foit and isle of Pence, situated

in it; and containing a fine English factory, arrives from a very
distant country in the interior of the Continent.

The general direction of the course of the Mitombo appears to be

from north-east to south-west ; it empties itseL into the river or bay

of Sierra Leope, by a mouth which is nearly two leagues wide, and the

western bank of which is six leagues distant from the isle of Leopards.
Towards the end of its course, the Mitombo flows through a low

and almost horizontal country ; the sea ascends up it, to the distance

of fifteen leagues, and at that distance the full force of the ebb and

food prevails. Another remarkable circumstance is, that, at seven

leagues from its mouth, this river is again upwards of a league wide,

and vessels anchor there in seven fathoms water.

Its banks are covered with wild filbert-trees, which extend to the

breadth of two hundred fathoms ; but beyond this line of useless, id-

* From Blagdon's Translation of GolberryY Travels in Afrira.
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jurious, and unwholesome trees, the lands, though marshy, are fertile

and populous, and afford an agreeable variety of fine forests, good

pasturages, an cultivated ground.

The bed of the Mirombo, like that of all the rivers the level of

which is loxv, is embarrassed by isles and banks of mud and sand ; but

at the right side of its mcuth is a fine canal of eight hundred fathoms in

width, which leads even beyond the isle of Bence, and constantly con-

tains from seven to eight fathoms of water. In order to navigate with

safety, you must enter it, by leaving its right bar,k to larboard: at

the distance of four hundred and fifty fathoms on the left, you leave

three little isles, which bear the name of Pio isles, and to the right, the

isle of Tasso. When beyond the north point of the second of the Pio

isles, you must steer north-east, in order to arrive at the port, or an-

chorage of the isle of Bence.

DESCRIPTION OF PLATE CXLIII.

TPHE annexed View of the town and harbour of Ostend,
j|

is from a drawing made on the spot by F. GIBSON, Esq.

F S. A. a gentleman whose pencil has repeatedly contributed

to the embellishment of our work.

The following description is in the words of our Cor-

respondent :

OSTEND, a sea-port town, lies twenty-one miles from Dunkirk,

in latitude 51 12' N. and longitude 2 57' E. and was once strongly

fortified. The celebrated Duke of Parmg, General of the King of

Spain, attacked it in 1583, and was obliged to raise the su-ge. It was

afterwards besieged by the Spaniards in 1601, and did not surrender

till the latter part of 1604; which obstinate defence was owing to

the supplies sent by Queen blizabeth, and the gallantry of Sir Francis

Vere its Governor.

The Spaniards lost nearly 80,000 men before the place, this being

one of the most memorable and destructive sieges mentioned ia

History.

The old city of Ostend, which is encircled by the basons, harbour,

ana German Ocean, is an airy and well-built place. The streets are

wide and well paved, and are lighted by lamps suspended from the

middle of a cord that reaches across the street.

The great square is large, and is adorned with several elegant

buildings. The Stadt-house occupies the north side. It is built on

armies, and contains, besides the great council-chamber, many spacious
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apartments. A lofty tower rises from its v*est end, near the summit

of which, in a room appropriated to that purpose, the chimes are

played at eleven every forenoon.

The great church is a spacious brick building, with a modern octa-

gonal tower, terminating in a spire and cross : its interior consists of a

nave and side aisles, the roof is supported by clustered pillars and thtir

corresponding arches. The choir of the church is separated from the

body by a low wainscot screen: at the 'east end, on an ascent of five

*teps, is placed the high altar ; above it is represented the descent from

the cross, the figures large as life, and most admirably executed in

white marble. The next altar, little inferior to this in point of

beauty, is dedicated to the Virgin, whose figure is inimitably finished.

In various parts of the church hang small models of ships and gal-

lies, as votive offerings from sailors who had escaped the dangers of the

sea and enemy.
Ostend possesses many advantages over Dunkirk, particularly by

the steepness and firmness of the sand on the beach, by the superior

depth of water, where, at the entrance of the haven, twenty-four feet

are found at the height of common spring tides. Secondly, the

smaller quantity of stagnant water around the town, and the greater

portion of cultivated land in its vicinity, which must render the air

more salubrious.

The entrance to the port of Ostend is formed by two long jetties

of timber work, enclosing rugged stones. On each of thtse jetties

a large mast with a barrel is erected.

In tolerable weather a boat commonly lies in the road with pilots

on board ; but should a vessel run for the harbour without one, the

marks are the two flag-staffs which stand on the west side of the har-

bour on with each other. On each of these a light is hoisted at night
for the same purpose ; but it ought to be observed, that here there is

great danger, and much attention required, by the tide setting across

the mouth of the harbour*. The great light- tower erected by Maria

Theresa, is an excellent mark for finding Ostend, but not as a direc-

tion into the harbour, which depends upon the smaller marks. At
Ostend the tide flows, full and change, half past twelve. The stream,

about two miles from the shore, continuing to -run to the eastward till

four o'clock.

F. GIBSON..

* As is the case on every part of the Flemish coast.
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TO THE EDITOR OF ?HE NAFAL CHRONICLE.

SIR,

A S you favoured me by inserting M. Bailly's stricture*

"^^
on Central Fire, or tbe Internal Heat of the Globe, you \viil

additionally oblige me by finding room for the following

Paper, which is a sequel to the former, and, in the work

that it is extracted from, immediately succeeds it. I am, Sir,

Your's, &c.
L.

F THE REFRIGERATION OF THE EARTH, OR THE DECREASE Of

THE NATIVE HEAT OF THE GLOBE.

Paris, 2^ib Sept. 1776.

ALL men, you know, Sir, do not see in the same manner : I have

the misfortune to be short sighted. It has often happened to me to be

humiliated in the open fields. Whilst I can scarcely distinguish a

house at a hundred paces, my friends inform me of things which they

see five or six leagues off: I open my eyes, and fatigue myself, with-

out perceiving any thing; and I am sometimes tempted to believe,

that they amuse themselves at my expense. It is true, 1 have my re-

Tcnge : I read the smallest character with perfect ease, while they are

obliged to put on their glasses. The difference which takes place in

the eye-sight, is equally applicable to the mind, in respect of the ob-

terver, and the man of genius. These two kinds of men know each

other imperfectly, and esteem each other but little. The man of ge-

nius, lifted up by his own powers to a great height, commands a vast

horizon : the diligent observer, stationed a great deal lower, collect*

facts one by one, as they present themselves around him. The man
of genius is wrong, in having I'tllc consideration for the useful obser-

ver ; but he, when he makes him the same return, is still more to

blame. We ought not to find fault with such as have a long sight ;

time will bring the objects within our reach ; and the great man will be

exonerated in the long run.

You perceive, Sir, that I mean to speak of the new ideas cf

M. de Buffon, respecting the native heat of the globe. Con-
vinced that this heat has a real existence, he thinks that it must have

been much stronger at the beginning of time; and concludes, that it

will suffer diminution in the course of ages. It is a characteristic of
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genius to reduce every thing to simple ideas. He has considered tnS

earth as a globe, heated up in some former period to the point of ig-

nition, which cools down but very slowly, by reason of its prodigioua

mass. From a set of ingenious experiments ou globes of various di-

ameters, seme hot, and some red-hot, he has discovered the time they

take to cool. He sought to determine by what law the time increased

in globes of a larger diameter ; and this law being known, he has ven-

tured to fix the time which the immense globe we inhabit would re-

quire, before it descended fronl a state of white heat to an inhabitable

temperature ; and then to fail from that which we now enjoy, to the ab-

solute cessation of heat
;

to a state of ice and death, which must be the

final period of all thing? I hear the critics exclaim,
" Is it for us,

insects of a day, existing on a grain of sand, to calculate the past and fu-

ture duraticjnof worlds !" Be it so: laying a?5de calculations, we shall

have nothing to do with the duration of time. I am ready to admit, that

they are by one half too much, or too little. This is not the point I

mean to defend : it is not those calculations to which is affixed the seal

of genius : it is the original idea which serves for their basis. Here,

truly, we have the masterly execution of M. de Buffon : here is

an idea which, I am bold to prophesy, will desccud to future genera*

tions.

M. de BuSbn knows but one law in nature ; it is that of existence,

and the destruction of existence. Except God, all beings, all bodies,

are formed, and grow up towards maturity, only to decay and dis-

solve. This idea is grand, simple, natural, and worthy of its author:

the refrigeration of the earth is nothing but an inference from it.

The internal heat of the earth is a production of creative powers, one

of Nature's works. Why, then, should we suppose it eternal 1 Does

not motion, which imp*!s this heat from the centre to the surface,

there meet certain limits which it cannot pass ? Ought it not, on the

contrary, to diffuse itself still farther, and be dissipated by the law of

the continuance of motion 1 Tin's heat cannot sustain vegetation,

circulate in the canals of the sap, or vegetable juices, without

losing itself, as it emerges from the external orifices of those ves-

sels: it wastes itself only because it warms us. My taper consume*

itself by affording me the bein-fit of light : the lire of my chimney

goes out, if I am not at pains to keep it alive ;
and as nobody has told

me that the internal lire of the globe rccc;-. .s fresh fuel, I n.ust thence

conclude, that it will one day be extinguished. I am sensible that the

objects in this comparison are very inconsiderable, when applied to

the heated mass of the earth ; but all beings, all things, great and

small, are equal in tht piesence pf the supreme mind, and in the pre-

sence of Nature, whi- h is hu minister; a truth which has its

tion in physics as well as in morals.
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After these reflections, does not the refrigeration of the earth ap-

pear to you, Sir, an idea as probable and natural as it is great and

interesting ? If the very strong reasons I have explained in my pre-

ceding letter, have shewn you the existence and sensible activity of

the native heat of the earth, it seems natural thence to infer its decay,

as announced by M. de Buffbn. This theory, however, would be

a mere philosophical idea of little consequence, if it had no other

foundation than probability. But I am now to lay before you facts of

different kinds, which are effects of the refrigeration of the earth, and

thence receive their explanation. A tradition prevailed among the

ancients, that the torrid ?.one was uninhabitable, or at least, that the

wretches condemned to live in it disbelieved in the gods, whom they

charged with injustice, and blasphemed the sun their tormentor *. A
traveller of the north found a tradition of an opposite kind in Siberia ;

the natives informed him, that their country had been vastly hotter be-

fore the deluge I. I do not pretend to quote you these two traditions,

Sir, as decisive evidence. I am aware they may be no better than the

result of prejudice, destitute of any real foundation. I mention them,

because it is net a little singular, and worthy of notice, that we find

in the world two traditions so favourable to M. de Buffon ; two

traditions so characteristic of the effects which he announces :

a diminution of heat in the torrid zone
;
an increase of cold in Si-

beria.

This observation leads us to another, which suggests a similar con-

clusion. You know, Sir, those famous pagodas in India, the temple
of Canarin, in the island Sabet, near Goa, and that which stands

v>n the Elephantine isle, in the vicinity of Bombay. Those temples,

walled in by the sides of a mountain, are dug in the rock with in-

cied.-ble labour, which marks the mighty exertions of a great people.

The ancient Egyptians and Ethiopians had, in like manner, vast sub-

terraneous structures, where they concealed those pillars of stone, on
which they engraved the principles of science. But what is the mean-

ing of those profound excavations, which must have cost so much

time, and occupied so many hands ? How comes it that they have

been found in the torrid zone only, and never in the climates of the

r.orth : For what reason worshipped they the gods under ground, out

of the reach of day ? What I am about to suggest to you, Sir, is nothing
more than a conjecture ; but it is so clostly connected with the idea

of the refrigeration of the globe, that I cannot suppress it. If man

*
Strabo, Georg. lib. xvii. p. 822.

| Evcrart Isbrantes Ides, Recueil des Voy. au Nord,tctn. viii. p. 48.- Mem.
ie i'Acad. des Sciences, 1727, p. 3 u.

/2at). eTfcron. (UoI.XI. E
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has always made the gods according to his own image, he could no*

rims to iodge them like himself. The human race, it is probable, in-

habited, in those days, caves and subterraneous retreats ; they avoided

the sun in the day time, and only quitted those places of shelter during
the night. Tiiose temples might originally be palaces of their chiefs,

situated in caverns which were begun by Nature, but augmented and

multiplied by the labour and industry of man. When the heat of the

earth suffered a decay, and the soil of the torrid zone came to be in a

more habitable state, men quitted those melancholy abodes, while the

gods wtre allowed to remain in their place ; and those immense works,

those ancient habitations of mankind, shew us still, that, in the.

climates persecuted by a vertical sun, the country of India was de-

serted in his presence, and that the first dwellings of men were in the

eaves of monntains, and in the recesses of the earth.

A fact still more singular and convincing! consists in the impressions

of certain plants that are found in stones. Among the immense number

of fossile substances, animal as well as vegetable, which lie scattered

about in the earth, and often at great depths, those which seem the

most ancient, observes the historian of the Academy of Sciences*, are-

found almost constantly to belong to a continent at a great distance

from ours. Leibnitz made an early discovery of this sort, having re-

cognized some leaves of certain Indian plants imprinted in stones of

Germany f. M. de Jussieu discovered a great number of them in the

stones of St. Chaumont, in the Lionois J. // should even seem, said

M de Fontenelle, that Nature shews something lile affectation :'n tils
|[.

All the stones of Chaumont bear the impression of plants, which, in our

day, grow no where but in India ; there is not one of them which be-

long to the country. The name of Jussieu is a sufficient pledge for

accuracy as well as truth.

Now, Sir, in what manner are we to explain the two facts stated in

those observations ? The one, of those plants which have been trans-

ported into France and Germany, and imprinted in stones : the other,

of the same stones found at a great depth in the earth. The whole of

this insinuates a distance of time, as great as that of place. Those

plants that have thus left the vestiges of their lineaments in the stones,

IT.nut have been once on the level of the ground": it was then necessary

that they should be covered over with earth, to conceal the secret of

the formation o. ini.icralj ; and that, whether the soil had been laid

* Hist, dc I'Acad des Sciences, 1743. p. in.

j-
Ibid.' 1706, p 9,

J iX'em.dc I'Acad. dcs Sconces, 1718, p. 287.

|j
Ibid. I list. p. 4.
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under water, and then raised by the deposition of sand and mud, or

whether it had grown from the corruption of vegetable substances, and

the spoils of living nature. You perceive how many ages, how

many generations must have passed away, before a series of strata of

tin's depth could be formed. But, in these two facts, the most extra-

ordinary circumstance is this, that those plants should be found in

France and Germany. How should plants, which grow in the torrid

zone alone, accommodate themselves to our temperature ? tiow happens

it that they can no longer take up with a temperature in which they

lived and prospered in ancient times ? I am sure, Sir, you will leave it

to others to have them transported by water. It is not easy to con-

ceive, that the organization of plants, always ofconsiderable dtlicacyi

should resist the agitation of the waves for s*o long a voyage. It is

difficult to persuade one's self, that they should have the address to veer

round the point of Africa, without either sail or pilot to direct their

course. Currents can be of no service in the p> esent case ; for par-

ticular currents are of small extent, and proceed but seldom beyond
the local causes that produce them. General currents prevail from

east to west ; perhaps there are some which have their direction

towards the equator, from the motion of the tides ; but this effect,

which takes place equally on both halves of tht globe, prevents the

waters from extending themselves, in a great degree, from one hemi-

sphere to the other. Besides, Sir, it would be requisite that these

currents should offer themselves very opportunely. One current would

be necessary to convey the plants towards the line, and to pass them

beyond it as far as the
thirty-fifth degree of southern latitude; and

another, to carry them from east to west, the length, at least, of the

longitude of the first meridian ; and then a third, to transport them a

second time across the line, and to bring them up to our latitude,

after a navigation of 6000 leagues. This machinery, Sir, is somewhat

complicated. I should just as soon say, that they belonged to a

botanist : and that they are the remains of some petrified cabinet of

natural history ; for the most genuine and curious cabinets of natural

history are in the bosom of the earth. These solutions of the diffi-

culty, however, were the best that could be thought of at the time ;

but we must confess, that in our day they have lost their credit. Let

us observe once more, that the total exclusion of our native plants, in

such an immense quantity of those stones, is a most remarkable cir-

cumstance. The degree of probability in our favour is next to in-

finite, when we infer that these plants had no existence. Now this

fact, viewed under two different aspects, offers two similar conclusions.

The presence of Indian plants indicates a greater heat, without
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which they could not have existed; the absence of native plant b indi-

cates, that they waited the approach of a milder temperature, and more

kindly influences.

Why should \vc oppose the admission of a simple cause, conforrnable

to the laws of Nature, derived from established facts, and which gires

a probable solution of the most singular phenomenon in natural history?

This cause is no other than the progressive diminution of the native

heat of the earth. Plants are attached to climate from the circum-

stance of temperature : and they disappear as soon as the temperature

undergoes a change. Thus plants, which we see at this day growing
in France, grew anciently in Sweden and Siberia; and those which

cover the plains of India, once embellished our own fields.

This simple botanical fact, as you will acknowledge, Sir, merits to

be well considered : it necessarily leads to important conclusions. If,

in the political world, the most interesting events frequently result

from the most trivial causes ; in the study of Nature, on the contrary,

the greatest causes are sometimes brought to light by very incon-

siderable effects. This fact, however, stands by no means alone ; the

animal world presents us with one of a parallel kind : I mean the ele-

phant, whose skeleton has been dug up in different countries, and in

countries where the cold is of the greatest severity. This animal is

exclusively a native of the torrid zone; he is peculiar to that climate,

and lives, with considerable difficulty in ours; whtre he is equally a

stranger to the pleasure, and the desire of perpetuating his species:

he would perish, were he to be transported to still higher latitudes. I

shall not trouble you with the bones and teeth of elephants which have

been found in France, as it may be said that the Romans brought them

along with them in their wars with the Gauls. But the Romans never

carried their wars into Ireland; and yet, in 1715, the skeleton of an

elephant was found in the northern part of that island *. The Royal

Society of London, it is true, informed the public, that, according to

history, St. Louis, in the year 1255, made a present of an elephant to

Henry the Third, King of England. It appears little probable, that

this elephant should have died in the north of Ireland, and that Henry,

setting so little value on so rare a present, should have made him travel

through England, and cross the sea into L eland, to amuse a people

recently conquered, perhaps still barbarous, and who had neither taste

nor curiosity for natural history. But, Sir, St. Louis never sent pre-

sents to Canada, where there never was a king. M. d'Aubenton,

however, can shew a thigh-bone and tusk of an elephant, which were

* Tram, Philog. No. 346..
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found in that country *. Those facts are nothing', Jn comparison of

the examples with which Siberia, supplies us. There we find a vast

quantity of fossile ivory ; it forms a branch of traffic fur the inha-

bitants, as weil as of revenue for the Czari. The natives, especially-

such as are idolators, ard consequently little informed ; the Jakutes,

the Ostiachs, say, that this ivory, and those teeth, belong to mammuit

an animal which never emerges from his subterraneous retreat during
the period of his life, and which dies the moment he sees the light.

As it never occurred to them, that they were the rcliqucs of a species

that has been lost in the country, they created an animal on purpose,

which, according to them, is never seen. The Russians, however,

agree, that those remains belonged to the elephant . This fact was

ascertained at Paris by accurate comparison ||.
Those bones are dug

up of all si/cs $.
It follows then. Sir, from the abundance of those

fossile bones, and from their being of different dimensions, a circum-

stance which indicates different ages, that the animal was in his native

country, and in a climate suitable to his nature, inasmuch as he could

multiply his kind. It is impossible not to infer from this, that the

climate of Siberia was less cold than it is at this day, and even warmer

than the climates of our temperate 7,ones. This conclusion is not

new, it was unavoidable. You know, Sir, what has been imagined iu

order to account for this evident change of temperature. It has

not been attributed to an alteration in the temperature of the globe.

This explanation, though nothing but the fact itself, was too simple

to be apprehended at first ; besides, M. de Buffon was still to come.

Certain men among the learned have chosen rather to change the

position of the glebe, to lay it down in the plane of the ecliptic, and to

place the north pole in the torrid zone. They have made a most un-

merciful sacrifice of one half of the globe, and a part of the human
race ; for whilst the earth presented constantly otic of her hemispheres
to the sun, the other was doomed to extreme cold and the reign of

eternal darkness; and all this to find a lodging for elephants. It is,

nevertheless, this little circumstance which has overturned the w orld,

arid reduced philosophers to the most embarrassing extremities. You
see, Sir, I am not anxious to gain popularity to my opinions ; this

* Mem. de 1'Acad. dcs Sciences, 1762, p. 306.

f-
Trans. Philos. No. 312.

t Mem. del'Acad. des Sciences, 1727, p. 313.
Ibid. 1762, p. 206.

5 Trans. Philos. No. 447. There arc to be seen In the King's cabinet,
several very large tusks of the elephant, that were found in Siberia.
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hypothesis would give me a mighty advantage : if the pole was

formerly under the torrid zone I should have little difficulty to per*
suade the partizans of hot countries that population began in the

north, and that science, as well as men, descended towards the south.

Let us not find fault, however, with the philosophers, thx authors

ef these opinions ; they have followed the ordinary zig-zag progress

of the human mind, which never attains to true, and above ail, simple

ideas, but by a long and circuitous path. But to give them a grave

answer, I will obsenre, that if this change happened gradually, it

must have required several thousands of ages ; and it is a very bold

supposition, to allege that the forms of matter, that those spoils of

dead animals, should have remained in a state of such preset vation,

as to be distinguishable after those thousands of ages had expired.

If the supposed change happened suddenly, this difficulty is i. deed at

an end ; but there arises another : the same revolution executed by a

machine, is not a legitimate experiment in this case, nor according

to rule; it must have been prepared by known and pie-disposing-

causes. But we do not perceive those causes in Nature which couJd

effect a motion of such magnitude. It must, then, have been a miracle;

but sound philosophy, while it acknowledges God as the first cause,

studies Nature as she came from his hands, including all her causes

and effects.

It is much better to take part with M. de Buffon, who finds in the

globe itself the source of the changes it has undergone ; .who teaches

us that heat like matter, like any other created substance, is liable to

decay. He will tell you, that the population of elephants began to

diminish in the north, for the same reason that that of men seems to

diminish at this day ; that those ponderous masses sought, and

migrated slowly after the heat, like those swarms of the human race,

and numerous armies, who overran the globe; that, in fine, those

animals settled in the torrid zone ; this last retreat, the only country
on earth whose temperature agrees with them. There they wiH

continue to live, till this temperature, falling likewise below a certain

point, must destroy them ; when their species will disappear, with

those whose existence depended on a greater heat, but which exist now

only in the writings of ancient authors *.

* Of thii description U Ammon's horn, and other shell fish, whose specie* is

lost, and of which nothing remains but the shells.

To be continued' ]
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THE

FOURTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS

Appointed !y an Act of the Forty-third Tear of t/jt Reign of his present

Mcj.r.y, entitled,
" An Actfor appointing Commissioners to inquire and

examine into any Irregularities, frauds or Abuses, iv/jich are or have

been practised by Persont employed in the several Naval Departments

therein mentioned, and in the Business of Prize Agency^ and to report

such Otservutions at shall occur to them for preventing such Irre*

g;.!arittes, Frauds, and Alusn., and for the better conducting and

managing the Business of the said Department^ and of Prize Agency ,

infuture."

RENEWAL of hostilities between this country and France hat

led us to make an immediate Inquiry into the business of Prize

Agency
The property of prize, or goods taken from an enemy, is well

known to be a branch of the Royal prerogative ; but the bounty of

the Crown has generally tiansferred it to the captors by proclarr.a; ion :

and the distribution of prize, the proceedings in priz. cnusis, the

disposition of the capture while the proceedings a;e
pending, the

appointing of prize agents, and their conduct, havt been r gulated

by Acts of Parliament, commonly called Prize Acts, p.-.ssed soon after

the commencement of hostilities.

The duty of the prize agent is chiefly to be collected from these

statut-s, which are usually made to continue ui fcrcc during the

war at the beginning of which they are passed, and no longer; except
with matters depending in judgment when hostilities cease, or brought
to judgment in consequence of captures made during the war. The
law on this subject may therefore be considered as occasional. From
the state of public affairs for some time past, it has been foreseen that

the attention of the Legislature might soon be applied to the framing
of such a law. We have, therefore, diligently employed ourselves in

endeavouring to obtain information on this subject, and we hasten to

make kaown the result at a period when such information may possi-

bly be of use.

We ptopose to adopt the following order in this Report : First, to

state the practice, duty, and emoluments of a prize agent ; then, the

irregularities abuse?, and frauds, to which the present mode of con-

ducting the business gives opportunity and occasion ; and, lastly, to

suggest such alterations as appear to us likely to prevent the mischiefs

which attend the present system.
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From the examination of James Primrose Maxwell*, Esq. a

agent of great experience, we received a clear and succinct account

of the practice of a prize agent, which we think it expedient to insert in

* The Examination of James Primrose MaxweH, Esq, taten upon Oath

the \yh Day of March 1803.

THIS examinant saith, That at the commencement of a war, and upon the

King's issuing a proclamation for the distribution of prize-money, it is the

practice of the Officers and companies of his Majesty's ships, on taking prizes,

and sending them into port, generally to transmit a letter of attorney to one

or more persons to act as their agents, unless they may have made such appoint*

ment previous to their proceeding to sea.

That by the Act of Parliament, a majority of each class of Officers and men
have a right to appoint one or more agents ; but that they generally appoint

the person recommended by the Captain.

That on the arrival of the prize in port, the agent takes possession, and gets

the preparatory examinations taken, which are transmitted, with the ship's

papers, to the High Court of Admiralty, directed to the Registrar. The de-

positions taken are commonly those of the Master, and the two next principal

persons on board the prize, on printed standing interrogatories prepared by the

King's Advocate. The examination at the out-port is made in the presence of

one of the Commissioners appointed by the Judge of the High Court of Ad-

miralty, and an actuary appointed by the Registrar, who examine the witnesses,

through the medium of an interpreter, touching the particulars of the pro-

perty of the ship, cargo, and destination.

The examinations are delivered by the Registrar to the King's Proctor, \vho

follows the opinion of his Majesty's Advocate, as to taking out a monition,

and commencing proceedings against the captured vessel ; and thH examinant

never knew an instance of a vessel's being proceeded against contrary to the

opinion of the King's Advocate.

At the expiration of twenty days from the issuing of the monition, giving
notice to all persons to make their claims, or as soon after as the cause can be

got ready for trial, it is placed on a list for being heard in its turn. If the

capture should be a ship of war, or decidedly the property of the enemy, and

no claim preferred, condemnation generally takes place in the course of six

weeks; but in regard to ships claimed as neutral property, the proceedings are

not eo expeditious, depending upon the nature of the case, residence of the

claimants, and the facility of obtaining evidence to determine whether the

property be neutral or otherwise.

The prize remains undelivered in the port where she arrives until condemned

r released, unless the Court, upon representation by affidavit of the perishable

state of the cargo, grant a commission tor the appraisement and sale thereof;

but the ship is never sold till after condemnation.

If the neutral claimant think proper to take the property on giving security,

he has a right to do so, agreeably to the value settled by two appraisers named

by Commissioners appointed by the Court; one Commissioner nominated by
the captor, and the other by the claimant. Upon security being given, the TCS-

K\ ii released.
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his own words, referring to the sections of the Prize Act, which con-

firm his statement, and may serve to illustrate it :

" At the commencement of a war, and upon the King's issuing a

proclamation for the distribution of prize money, it is the

Previous to May 1798, if no appeal \vas preferred within three montl.s after

the condemnation, and the account of sales was settled, which generally hap-

pened within that time, the proceeds were divided amongst the captors; hot

in May 1798 ad Act cf Parliament was passed, which extended the time for

lodging appeals from three months to t\Vclve, in all cases whatever.

By the extension of the time for lodging appeals, the captors were not only

kept out of their prize-money, but in some instances, 1 fear, claims have been

lodged for the purpose of delaying the distribution, and with a view to obtain a

consideration from the captors to drop the appeal. It also affords the neutral

claimant opportunity to contrive and bring forward fabricated evidence in sup*

port of his pretensions.

In cases of appraisement and sale of neutral cargoes, the proceeds are re-

tnitted by the Commissioners to the Regi.-trar of the Court of Admiralty, to

remain in his hands until final adjudication. But after condemnation, if the

claimant chooses to appeal, and declines taking the property en bail, the

captors' agents give security, dispos'e of the goods, and keep the property in

their hands until the appeal is decided.

After condemnation (or final decree on appeal\ the agents proceed to sell

the prize, and withirt a reasonable time afterwards (perhaps three or four

months), make up the accounts for distribution to the captors, giving notice

tAice in the London Gazette, that the account of sales would be lodged in the

Court of Admiralty. At the expiration of ten days from the first notice, an-

other not.'fication is inserted in the Gazette, that payment will be made to the

captors at a certain time and place, cot less than three days from the date of

t! e notification.

If the ship be in England, the payment is made on board, and the recalls fixed

generally at the place where the agents reside.

By recalls is meant, the payment of the parties absent at the time of the

general payment, who may respectively, within three years, apply for their

shares.

Within three months from the day fixed for payment, the agent is required,

by Act of Parliament, to transmit to the Treasurer of Greenwich Hospital an

account of the proceeds of the prize, the amount of the sums paid, and of the

money remaining in his hands. And, at the expiration of three years, all the

unclaimed shares, and forfeited shares arising from desertion, are paid to the

Treasurer of Greenwich Hospital, by a list containing the names, qualities, and

hares, of those who remained unpaid, and an account of the gross and net

procL-eds of the prize, and of the charges incurred, verified upon oath. About

a month since, by a new regulation of the Treasurer of Greenwich Hospital,

the names, qualities, and shares of every person paid, the time when, and to

whom paid, are required, as well as all the other circumstances above mentioned.

This ex.iminant futther saith.That in 1/95, a squadron of his Majesty's shipi

under the command of Vice-Admiral Colpoys, captured two French frigate*

ana a corvette : That he was one of the agents appointed to act for the Valkat

Rab. erjjron. frol XI. r
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practice of the Officers and companies of his Majesty's ships,-

on taking prizes, and sending them into port, generally tt>

transmit a letter of attorney to one or more persons to act a

their agents, unless they may have made such appointment pre-

vious to their proceeding to sea.

and Hannibal, two of the ships belonging to the said squadron ; the Hannibal

was ordertd to the West Indies before a distribution could be made, and was

employed on foreign service upwards of four years : That at the expiration of

three years from the distribution, he wrote to the Treasurer of (/reenwich

Ho?pita1, stating the c ; rcuir.-,tances of the capture, and requesting to be in-

formed 'whether he might safely keep the prize money in his hands until the

Hannibal returueJ home, or whether the same should be remitted to the

Treasurer: in return he was directed to pay in the money, which was done ac-

cordingly. "When the Hannibal returned to Portsmouth, the deputy Treasurer

cf Greenwich Hospital paid to ths parties un board the ship their respective

1. P. MAXWELL.
JLivan Law.

- John Ford,

Henry Nlclalh*

Tl;further Examination of James Primrose MasttvtK, Esq. taken

Oat/.', the 2&t/j ofjuat, 1803.

Have you in general been employed as sole agent for prizes, or have you been-

joined with other persons not performing any part of the business ? I have

dftcn been employed as sole agent; more frequently in conjunction with other

persons; but with none who have not taken some par: of the business, or been

ready so to do.

Have you usually been the acting and efficient agent ? Yes.

"What has been the average proportion of decommission you have in general

received, where you have been the acting and eSicient agent for the captors,

after paying such persons as have been joined with you (if any) their respective

hares of the commission ? I should suppose, upon a general average, about

two-thirds, having been sole agent in many cases ; 'but 1 never received more

than my proportion according to the interest I had in the power of attorney.

What is the usual expense of condemnation of captured and detained vessels

in the Court of Admiralty ? I have had bills from z$l. to 5cx/.

Is it the practice, when neutral vessels or their cargoes are condemned, to

deduct the captors' law expenses from the proceeds, before they are paid into

Court, or before security be given for the net proceeds ? No, it is not usual.

What is the usual expense attending the prosecution of a suit in the Court of

Appeals ? From ijO/. to 5cc/. In cases where further proof is required, the

expense is very uncertain.

Do you know of any instances of a prize agent having been changed pending

a cause, and the property taken out of his hands, and placed into ths hands of an-

other person ? No, not to my knowledge.

In cases of condemnation, where appeals are entered, can the captors' agent

proceed to sell the vessel and cargo, before he gives security to the Court ? Nt
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"
By the Act o,f Parliament*, a rrujoiity of each class of

Officers and men have a right to appoint one or more agents ;

but they generally appoint the person recommended by the

Captain.
t On the arrival of the prize in port, the agent takes po5se=on!n,
and gets the preparatory examinations taken, which are trans-

mitted with the shfp's papers to the High Court of Admiralty,

directed to the Registrar.
*' The depositions taken are commonly those of the master and the

two next principal persons on board the prize, on printed stand-

ing interrogatories prepared by the King's Advocate. The
examination at the out-port is made in the presence of one of

the Commissioners appointed by the Judge of the High Court of

Admiralty, and an Actuary appointed by the Registrar, who

examine the witnesses, through the medium of an ince-preter,

touching the particulars cf the property of the ship, car^o, and

destination.

" The examinations are delivered by the registrar to the King's

proctor, who follows the opinion of his Majesty's advocate, as to

taking out a monition, and commencing proceedings against the

captured vessel; and this examinant iuvvT knew an instance of

a vessel's being proceeded against contrary to the opinion of the

King's advocate.

" At the expiration of twenty days t from the issuing of the moni-

ticn, givi g notice to ail persons to make their claims, or as soon

after as the cause can be got ready for trial, it is placed on a list

for being heard in its turn. If the capture should be a ship of

war, or decidedly the property of the enemy, and no claim pre-

fened, condemnation generally takes place in the course of six

he cannot. It is requisite to apply for a commission of appraisement to ascer-

tain the value of the prize, and security is given to the Court in double the

amcunt, after which the sgent is at liberty to make the sale.

What would be a reasonable compensation to an agent, if he were appointed

solely to manage the business of a capture ? I should ihir.k thttcfrr ,-v:..'. upon
the net proceeds, if one agent, and Hvcfer tent, if two or more persons are em-

ployed.

J. P. MAXWELL.
C/j/. M. Pott.

ivj.i Laio*

Jebn For-I.

ficnry Ni (belli.

j3 Geo, HI. cap. 66. sect. 50. f 33 Gee. III. cap. 66. sect, 23.
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weeks ; but in regard to ships claimed as neutral property, th$

proceedings are not so expeditious, depending upon the nature

of the case, residence of the claimants, and the facility of obtain-

ing evidence to determine whether the property be neutral or

otherwise.

ft The prize remains undelivered in the port where she arrives,

until condemned or released, unless the Couit, upon representa-

tion by affidavit of the perishable state of the cargo, grant a com-

mission for the appraisement and sale thereof ;
but the ship is

never sold till after condemnation. If the neutral claimant thinly

proper to take the property, on giving security
* he has a right

so to do, agreeably to the value settled by two appraisers named

by commissioners appointed by the Court, one commissioner no-

minated by the captor, and the other by the claimant : upon se-

curity being given, the vessel is released. Previous to May 1 798,
if no appeal \verepreferred within three months after the condcn>

nation, and the account of sales was settled, which generally hap-

pened within that time, the proceeds were divided among the cap-
tors

;
but in May i 798 t, an act of parliament was passed, which

extended the time for lodging appeals from three months to twelve

in all cases whatever.

*' By the extension of the time for lodging appeals, the captors were

not only kept out of their piize money, but in some instances, I

fear, claims have been lodged for the purpose of delaying the dis-

tribution, and with a view to obtain a consideration from the cap-

tors to drop the appeal. It also affords the neutral claimant op-

portunity to contrive and bring forward fabricated evidence in

support of his pretensions.

*' In cases of appraisement and sale of neutral cargoes, the proceeds

are remitted by the Commissioners to the registrar of the Court

of Admiralty, to remain in his hands until final adjudication ; but

after condemnation, if the claimant chuses to appeal, and declines

taking the property on bail, the captors' agents | give security,

d r

spose of the goods, and keep the property in thtir hands until

the apppeal is decided.

5* After condemnation (or final decree on appeal) the agents pro-

ceed to sell the prize, and within a reasonable time afterwards

(perhaps three or four months) make up the accounts for distri-

bution tp the captors, giving notice twice in the London G^

*
33 Geo. III. cap. 66. sect. 23. + 38 Gco. III. cap. 38.

| i3 Geo. II?. cap. 66. sect. 3 1.
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zette *, that the account of sales would be lodged in the Court

of Atmiralty. At the expiration of ten days from the first no-

tice +, another notification is inserted in the Gazette, that pay-

ment will be made to the captors at a certain time and place, not

less than three days from the date of the notification.

/ If the ship be in England, the payment is made on board, and the

recalls fixed generally at the place where the agents reside. By
recalls is meant, the payment of the parties absent at the time of

the general payment, who may respectively, within three years,

apply for their shares.

te Within three months from the day fixed for payment, the agent
is required by act of parliament J to transmit to the treasurer of

Greenwich Hospital, an account of the proceeds of the prize,

the amount of the sums paid, and of the money remaining in his

hands.

" And at the expiration of three years ||,
all the unclaimed shaves,

and forfeited shares arising from desertion, are paid to the trea-

surer of Greenwich Hospital, by a list, containing the names, qua-

lities, and shares of those who remained unpaid, and an account of

the gross and net proceeds of the prize, and of the charges in~

curred, verified upon oath. About a month since, by a new regu-

lation of the treasurer of Greenwich Hospital, the names, quali-

ties, and shares of every person paid, the time when, and to whom

paid, are required, as well as all the other circumstances abore

mentioned."

From this account given by Mr. Maxwell, it w ill have been per-

ceived, that the business of a prize agent, which begins with the first

arrival of a captured vessel in port, continues during the suit till ac-

quittal or condemnation ; in case of appeal, till final adjudication ;

and is not concluded, where the prize is condemned, till after it has

been distributed, and the unclaimed and forfeited shares have been paid

over to the treasurer of Greenwich Hospital.

The duties of a prize agent have already been touched upon in the

account given of his practice ; but we think it may be of service that

we should introduce into this report a more particular statement of

them. And we propose to do this by giving extracts from those

clauses in the prize act, passed in the thirty-third year of his present

Majesty's reign, chapter sixty-sixth, which prescribed the Agent
'

duty during the last war.

*
33 Geo. III. cap. 66. sect. 60. f 33 Geo. III. cap, 66. sect. 56,

| 33 Geo. III. cap. 66. sect. 6z.
fl

Ibid.
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Sect. l. Every person who shall be appointed agent for any prize

taken by any ship of war, or for receiving the bounty thereinafter

granted, which prize shall be condemned, shall register his letter

of attorney in the court where the prize sha'l be condemned;
and if he refuse or neglect to do so for six calendar months after

sentence of condemnation, he shall forfeit five hundred pounds.

kct. 53. A prize agent, appointed after sentence, of condemna-

tion, slull, under the same penalty, register his letter of attorney

in like manner, within sis calendar months after the date

thereof.

Sect. 54. The registrars of the courts shall every year make out

copies of the letters of attorney so registered, to be sealed by the

Judges with their seal of office, and transmit the same to the

treasurer of Greenwich Hospital, there to be registeied and in-

spected gratis ; and the charges of such copies, affixing the seal,

and transmitting the same, shall be paid by the agent.

Sect. 56. After the sale of any prize, the agent shall give public

notification for the payment of the shares to the captors, if the

prize be condemned in the High Court, or other Court oi Admi-

ralty
*

la Great Britain, the agent shall publish such notification

in the Gazette, or some other newspaper of public authority, of

the island or place where the prize shall be condemned ; and if

there be no Gazette or such other nexvspaper published there, then

in one of the most public newspapers of the island or place ; and

two of the Gazettes or newspapers containing such notification

shall be delivered by the agent to an officer of the customs, or

principal officer of the port or place where the prize shall be con-

demned. If there be no public newspaper in the island or place,

the agent shall give in two written notifications under his hand.

The officer receiving these notifications, shall subscribe them with

his name, send one of them by the first ship to the treasurer of

Greenwich Hospital, or his deputy, to be there registered, and

keep the other in his custody. The agent shall insert in every
such notification his place of abode, and the day of the month
and year appointed for the payment of shares. These notifica-

tions, at home o* abroad, shall be published in the manner directed

three days at least before any share is paid. After these notifica-

tions, -if any man's share remain in the hands of the agent belong-

ing to men run from the service, or not legally demanded within

Qu<tre Whether these words should not have been omitted in this Part
f the Act >
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three years, such shares s'nall be paid to the treasurer of Giesn-

W'cii Hospital.

Sect. 57. The agent and officer of the customs, or other officer

offending against the preceding section, shall. forfeit respectively-

one hundred pound.s.

Sect. '59. Agents, after the sale of any prize Is completed, and

before the time of the first payment of the prize money to be

distributed, shall exhibit in the Court in which the prize shall be

condemned, or in' the High Court of Admiralty, a copy of their

accounts of sales verified on oath, to be deposited in t-he Public

Registry ofthc Court. Every agent who shall neglect or refuse

so to do shall forfeit five hundred pounds to the use of Green-

wich Hospital.

Sect. 60. Every agent *hnll, ten days before he exhibits his ac-

count of sales in the Registry of the High Court of Admiralty,

give notice thereof by advertising twice in the London Gazette.

Sect. 62. Every agent who shall sell any prize, shall, within three

calendar ninths next iiRer the day to be appointed for the first

distribution, make out and transmit or deliver to the Treasurer of

Greenwich Hospital, an account of the produce of the prize,

with an account ot the payments of the shares then paid.

Every agent appointed to receive bills for the bounty granted

by the Act,, shall, within three calendar months after the Jar

appointed for the first distribution of such bills* make out and

transmit, or deliver to the Treasurer of Greenwich Hospital an

account of the distribution of such bills ; and every agent who
shall sell or dispose of any prize or bounty bill, shall within

three calendar months after the expiration of three years

limited by the Act, make out an exact account in writing of

the produce of the prjze and bounty bill, and of the payment
of the several shares, with an account upon oath, to be takea

before the Treasurer of the Hospital, of all sums of money re-

maining in the ha,>ds of such agent, and deliver to the Trea-

surer the said accounts so attist<-d upon oath a aforesaid *, to.

gcther with the money remaining in hi* hands.

Sect. 63. .Every person directed to transmit or deliver any of the

accounts before mentioned, who shall ncgLct or refuse to do so*

or who shall neglect or refuse to pay over all sums of mo:

maining in his hands arter the term of llnee years, to be. ac-

*
By the words Underlined, it appears to have been tlic inrcnrion of"

Legislature that all the accounts mentioned in this section should bs verified bjr

oath ; tut the account of money remaining in the agent'* i>and is the calf ofli

otpresjly required to be so rcrified.
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counted as aforesaid, shall forfeit one hundred pounds *, over and

above the money then in such agent's hands.

Sect. 64. If any fraud be committed or suffered in stating any snch

accounts A
3 _everv person or persons who shall be thereof

duly-

convicted, and his and their aiders and abettors, shall forfeit for

every snch offence, over and above the penalties and pnnis!

inflicted by this Act, the sum of one hundred pounds.

Sect. 66. Every ager.t appointed for the distribution of any bounty
bill git-en by this Act, shall publish in the London Gazette,

three days at kast before the payment or distribution thereof,

public notification of the day of the month and year appointed
for such payment, and his place of abode.

Sect. 67. This section provides for further notifications of the pay-

ment of prize or bounty mosey, specifying the precise days ap-

pointed for such payments, and the agent's place of ;.bode, in

cases where prior notiucaiic&s had been made, not : these

particulars.

The provisions of the Legislature, stated in the foregoing

from the statute, have apparently two great oVjtcts in view ; one, to

notify and secure to a meritorious body of men the reward of their ex-

ertion* and gallant actions ; the other, to notify and secure to Green-

wich Hospital, for the benefit of that noble charity, such shares of

prize and bounty money, as by accident or neglect might remain un-

claimed, or by desertion and other causes might become forfeited.

The avowed emolument of a prize agent arises from his commission,

which is, generally speaking, five frr cast, on the gross proceeds of

capture* finally adjudged to be lawful prize. If the goods taken be

subject to heavy duties, the amount is sometimes deducted from the

proceeds before the commission is charged. We say, the avowed emo-

lument, because we understand this to be the only remuacration for

bis tei vices, to which he is entitled by usage, where he does not make

a special agreement with his employers ; but there is a farther emolu-

ment ctjoyed by him in many instances, which ought not to be per-

mitted, and of which we shall speak further hereafter ; namely, the

Qsen. If the rum to be forfeited be only one hundred pounds, w

cems Tcry inadequate penalty *cd, if a farther sum equal to that in hi*

feeds (which at all events it woald be his dorr to pay over), be mraut, it should

be more clearly expressed.

+ rf < If the Legislature meant that the whole amount of the penalty

hoald be ooe hundred pounds whether the offence were committed by one or

; and what penalties and punishment* are here referred to, the statute

aaj other pccal provision* agaiau fraud.
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bse of the proceeds of captures, to an eno:mous amount) which fre-

quently remain in his hands many years wiiiic appc-L are pending.

There is reason to believe that he bumc^ :-.i charged

for brokerage, which we consider as improper. It has been stated t

u* by some of the agents whom we have examinee, that the con

sion is sometimes charged on the net proceeds ; but we apprehend, that

it is not the usual cou:sc, and seldom takes place except by agreement.

[To be continued*

ACCOUNT OF THE
ZR-SPOUT OF GEYSER *, IN ICELAND.

HERE is not, perhaps, a spot upon earth where natural pheno-
mena are more numerous, grand, and various, than in the island

of Iceland; yet the rigour of its northern climate, its insular situation,

and the dangers attending the investigation of the effects of volcanoes

and subterraneous fires, have hitherto prevented the examination of its

natural curiosities with the minuteness which they deserved. One of

the most remarkable of these curiosities, and which has always com-

manded the admiration both of the native and the stranger, is the water

spout of Gcy-er, which, with several others of inferior note, is found in

the neighbourhood of Scalholt, the capital of the island. Mr. Olafsen,

a native of Iceland, and Member of the
'

f Sciences at Copen-

hagen, who iatr'.y visited Geyser with a scientific friend, has furnished the

following particulars relative to this singular spring :
" At the moment

of our arrival at Geyser, the water fried the bason, ar.d overflowed on

ell sides. Immediately after a subterraneous .-d, which

was the signal for the rushing of the water. In an instant it began to

spout, but at this tin e rose only to the height of about sixty feet.

The spcuting ceased suddenly, and \vas frequently renewed at intervals

of a few minutes. Its violence ciminiihed gradually, till the ba:on

was entirely em-

In this situation it continued for a moment, but the vapour arid

heat of the crater (the water is boiling hot,) prevented us from seeing
the bottom. We contrived, however, by means of a plummet, to

measure the depth of the bason, which we found to bs seventy -two

feet. The diameter at the orifice was fifty -seven feet, and ct or

the bottom only eighteen, so that it appeared to contract grcr
3
.

and terminate in the form of a funnel. We again threw

plummet with ihe hope of sounding some of the holes that cfFcrded a

passage to the water, at first gently, and then with violence. No
sooner, however, had the lead reached the bottom, than a body of

*
Geyser, in the Icelandic language, signifies an enraged

. Cjjron. (BoI.XI. G
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boiling water was spouted up from the rock, which fortunately did

us no injury. Notwithstanding this disappointment, we threw it

again, but another spout of water obliged us to retreat with precipita-

tion. Our guide was dreadfully terrified, for it is the opinion of the

Icelanders, that no man is permitted to examine these mysterious

placesj because the powerful spirits who reside in them will punish the

rash mortal who attempts to dive into their secrets. But it is evident

that the agitation of the air in the little openings at the bottom must

derange the ordinary course of the water always ready to shoot up the

moment the air is displaced. We several times renewed our attempts

to find with the pluinmtt the small openings at the bottom, but in vain.

Whether the lead was too large, the holes had a crooked direction,

or from whatever other cause it proceeded, \ve were unable to decide.

After the spoutings of which we have spoken, and those by our

Sounding lead removing the air which obstructed the passage of the

water, the Geyser continued tranquil during the whole night ; the

water rose gradually, and the bason was not full till four o'clock in the

morning. We continued in the neighbourhood, that we might have

an opportunity of witnessing the force of the spout, to ascertain

which we had thrown seveial flags and other stones into the bason.

At length the spoutings were announced by a hollow noise under

our feet like the reports of a cannon heard at a distance. Five

reports succeeded each other ; the second louder than the first, the

third than the second, and so on, as if the cannon was gradually ap-

proaching. We at the same time felt the earth shake, as if about to

swell and burst. Immediately upon the sixth report, the first spout

was thrown, which rose to a great height, and after that, tvery

report was the signal for a new spout, in each of which the water wai

thrown to a greater height than in the preceding. The flags and

stones which we had thrown into the bason, were darted up in a thou-

sand pieces, even to a greater height than the pillars of water which ter-

minated always in a point. We had taken the precaution to station

ourselves on the side from whence the wind blew, that we might not

be incommoded by the thick smoke which would have obstiucted our

view on the other side. From the commencement we had observed,

that at every spout the water which was in the bason was raised,

arid by this motion overflowed on all sides of the crater, but in a

greater degree on the north side, where the water fell into a little

valley and formed a rivulet, which, at a considerable distance irom the

fountain-head, preserves such a degree of heat, that the feet of those

animals who may inadvertently pass through it, are often severely-

burnt.

These spoutings of the Geyser which we witnessed, were of the

trongcst and moat violent nature. Judging by the eye, the highest
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spouts did not altogether equal the height of the mountain of Langa-
fell, which stands close to the Geyser. The elevation of this moun-

tain is about seventy fathoms, so that the height of the highest spout

jnay be estimated at about sixty fathoms. The surrounding in-

habitants, who are in the habit of observing the Geyser, affirm, how-

ever, that they have often seen the water thrown up to the full height

of the summit of the mountain, and that when this happens, they

always apprehend that rainy and stormy weather will follow. The

spoutings continued in all about ten minutes, and there was an interval

of three seconds between every subterraneous report by which the

spouti^gs were announced, consequently the total number at this time

was about two hundred.

lit nature and quality. With respect to the source of the Geyser,
whether the water which it spouts up, comes from the neighbouring

mountains, or immediately from the sea, nothing is known with cer-

tainty. The former opinion is the most ancient, and perhaps the

most rational, as the variations of the spoutings have no fixed period.

There is a tradition, that before the present spring existed, there were

other water-spouts in the neighbourhood, called Gryser on account of

their singular violence, but that an earthquake destroyed these, and at

the same time produced the water-spout now known by that name.

Without undertaking to answer for the authenticity of this tradition,

it may at least be observed, that it infers nothing incompatible with

the nature of hot- springs in Iceland, which frequently change the

situation of their vents. If the tradition could be relied upon, one

might conclude from this circumstance, that there is a subterraneous

eea under the cantons, about the mountain of Langafcll, from which

all the springs are derived ;
and the excessive heat which it manifests,

would seem to prove that this territory encloses a subterraneous fire

which is generated in its bowels. This last opinion is corroborated

by the testimony of several persons, who affirm that they have oftea

observed the Geyser spout up flames and water at the same time.

The hot water of Geyser has ;ilso the property of petrifying, which

may be ascertained from the circumstance, that the stones found a

little belo\v the crater are filled with stalks of plants and little piecea

of wood entirely transformed into a hard and pale-coloured stone.

Even in the rock itself from which the spring issues, there are found

petrified stales of plants, and close by it, different s;>rts of wood, bones

of sheep and the dung of horses, transformed into a hard and whitish

stone. In a petrifaction of some small leaves of the birch tree, found

in this place, the fibres were distinctly visible.

There are seveial water spouts of inferior note near the spring of

Gtyscr, some of which have many remarkable properties. Oue gf
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these, called Seyder, has been denominated a dry spring, because its

crater or tunnel contains no water, but emits a thick smoke, of which

the heat is so intense, that the neighbours employ it to dress their

food, cither milk or fish. Victuals, according to the assertion of the

inhabitants, are dressed here with as much facility a.s in the hot waters

of the other springs, and they contract no strange or smoky taste

during the process. A singular fact has been also observed with

respect to two other hot-\velis in the neighbourhood of Geyser, called

Akraver. In throwing the sounding lead into one of them to measure

its depth, the water instantly sunk a foot and a quarter, while in the

other, upon the same thing being repeated, the water overflowed on

all sides.

These wells, together with several others, have been rendered famous

by the assertions of several people, who affirmed that they saw birds

swinrming in them, of the form and size of a mallard, the body of a

brown colour, except that there was a white ring very visible round

the eye. Those who are still alive, and pretend to have seen these

birds, say, that they not only swim, but also dive in the boiling water,

and that if any person approaches, they continue a long time under

the water, and sometimes cannot be seen to emerge at all. It is diffi-

cult to give credit to this circumstance, though so confidently affirmed

by numbers of people now alife, whose assertions are deserving of

attention. Th^ir plumage, their legs and bills, protected by a callous

skin, might endure the boiling water in swimming ; but in diving,

what is to become of their eyes, unless we should suppose that they

possess some callous substance upon their eye-lids, which they must

always keep shut while under the water? But further, what can be the

quality of the blood of these birds ? It is well known, that owing to

the properties of their blood, sea birds cannot dive, and if the birds

here spoken of do really exist, they must be of an amphibious charac-

ter, and the discovery of them will be a grand and interesting novelty

in Natural History. But without dwelling any longer on this point,

it may be dismissed with the observation, that the existence of these

birds will be considered as fabulous till discovered and examined by

those whose scientific knowledge may preclude the possibility of

mistake.

The degree of heat in all these hot springs is slmost always the

same. In the water, Fahrenheit's thermometer rose to 182 degrees,

and out of the water, in the smoke or vapour near the surface, to

ninety degree?. Several springs, however, are so much agitated, that

it is impossible to introduce the thermometer into the water. But

upon the whole, it appears that the water in the springs of which we

have spoken, is Romewhat hotter than that <A the hot springs ii

other quarters of Iceland.
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NAVAL LITERATURE,

Voyage a la Lottisiane, 3V. Voyage to Louisiana, and Travel* on tkt

Continent of North America, performed in the Tears from 1794 to

1798: containing an Historical Description of Louhiana, and Q! ser-

rations on its Climate and rich Productions ; the Character of the

Savages ; important Remarks on Navigation ; and the Principles of
the ddininistrationt Legislation, and peculiar Government cf th-t

Colony, fcfr. fcfc . y B * * * D * *
*. Illustrated by a Chart.

I Vol. Svo.

r
TpHE title page of this work sufficiently explains its con-

tents. To those who wish to become acquainted with

the natural and civil history of Louisiana, it will impart

much pleasant and useful information ;
but we find very

little in it that can be considered particularly interesting to

a naval reader. The following sailing directions, however,

which we have translated, will perhaps be thought worthy
of attention :

After having crossed the ocean, from Europe, and being in the lati-

tude 6f the old Cape of St. Domingo, we proceed in a westerly course

until we perceive the Grange. We then, on the appearance of Cape
Francois, coast along the side of St. Domingo to Mole St. Nicholas,

passing between Tovtue and Port de Paix. Thence, in a directiou

south-west by west, we proceed for Cape Maizi, and advance coast-

wise, by the isle of Cuba, to Cape Cruz. The isle of Cuba juts out

to a westerly point, which advances between the two extremities of

Dincantin and Florida. Thus it forms two channels, one of which

serves in sailing from Europe, the othtr in returning; for their cur-

rents differ, and impel in a contrary dirtcuon. In leaving Cape
Maizi, we must bear off from the Queen's Gardens, which conceal

the greatest dangers, and reach to the Grand Cayman.
Here we must seriously observe, that all the charts represent the

isle of Cuba as too short from Cape Cruz to the Isle de Pins. This is

so true, that in doubling the Cape, in the direction of north-west a

quarter west, we appear to pass it at the distance of ten leagues, stand-

ing off to sea ;
and as it is much more to the west than it is laid down

in the charts, the obliquity and extension which it gives to die cour.se

uf north-west a quarter west, mcessarily carries the vessels which



46 NAVAL LITZtATURE.

take this course on some of the numerous shoals that surround the island,

and against which the currents break.

It is our wish, that mariners should be convinced of this fact ; for

we are persuaded, that a number of vessels have been lost, by igno-

rantly referring to the charts (French, English, and Spanish) which,

by an incredible negligence, have been closely copied one from another ;

and which, by misleading navigators, have carried them into danger.

To avoid error, we should take tlvs direct western course, as all the

charts, though correct in latitude, aie doubtful as to longitude.

As we speak not without proof, we shall quote the opinion of M.

Courrejolcs, senior, the ancient engineer in chief at St. Domingo, who
has frequently visited Louisiana, and who is familiarly acquainted with

the subject. I submitted my observations to him ; and, in confirm-

ation of their justice, this officer informed me, that, when command-

ing a ship of which he was the owner, the master being obstinate, and

going entirely by the charts, took his course north-west a quarter

west, instead of direct west; and that, towards midnight, a Spaniard,

who was on board, happened to perceive, a-head, the Mangle trees

which are in the Queen's Gardens. By good fortune, and the most

active diligence, the vessel was then saved. Thus my observation

appears to be sufficiently important to demand the attention of the

reader. The subject is no less than the preservation of multitudes of

vessels.

After having left the Queen's Gardens, the Isle de Pins, and the

Cape de Corientes, we make Cape St. Antoine, the most westerly

cape of the Island of Cuba, and which forms part of Yucatan.

Almost opposite is Cape St. Antoine, which is the second extremity

of Cuba, as Cape Maizi is the first which we perceive on leaving St.

Domingo. Having doubled Cape St. Antoine, we pass directly

through the gulf of Mexico into the open sea. The remainder of

the passage is well known. The gulf of Mexico appears almost of

an oval form, advancing considerably to the west, the peninsulas of

Dincantin and Florida marking the two points of its entrance. The

tropic of Cancer divides it to the south and north. Mexico is in the

former; and, in the latter, in 29, the Mississipi discharges itself.

Jn the fine season, it requires only about two months for the

most ordinary vessel to sail from France to Louisiana ; but the en-

trance of the Mississipi, resembling the foot of a goose, is crossed by
a bar which is frequently changing its place, and which requires the

greatest attention : here even the Inrgest ships unload their cargoes

by means of vessels appropriated to that service. The situation of

%l\e buoy is the must eligible for effecting this business.

4
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The passage from Louisiana to St. Domingo i very easy until we

reach the Bahama channel. The currents Iwve there more power

than the winds. In leaving the Mississipi, and having doubled Cape

de Boue, or the buoy, we sail by the coast, or peninsula of Flo-

rida
; and, when we have passed the bay of St. Esprit, we make

Tortue, which is also on the western coast of Flonda. Thace we

proceed southerly, constantly sounding, till we find ourselves in the

latitude of the Havannah. We then shortly taek towards the Mar-

tyrs, and, to double this cape, we form an angle in making the

mountain of Matance [la montagne, cu It fin, ou le chateau de Matance\,

which is perceived to the westward of Cuba. We then go north

and south with Matance, and prepare to enter the Bahama channel,

where we immediately meet the Cave de Sel, steering in such a

manner as to keep in the middle of the stream, between the Cave dc

Scl and the Martyrs. By this means we avoid danger, and pass

safely through. IR coming out of the Bahama channel, we make

up again, as much as possible, to the north, until we find the winds

favourable to tack and bear up to the Antilles, where we wish to

arrive.

It requires only fifteen or twenty days, when the wind is fair, to

return fiom Louisiana to St. Domingo ; but when the winds arc

contrary, the passage sometimes occupies a month. From St. Do-

mingo to Louisiana, however, the winds are trade-winds as far as the

gulf of Mexico, where they begin to be variable ; and we fre-

quently arrive, in the course of eight days, at the buoy.

portrv.

le following Description of the Dutch Fleet, ur.der RuyrER, which

sailed up the Mtd-ivay, and burned our Ships at Chatham^ is e

from
" State fottnt." By A. MARVELL.

RUYTER,
the while, that had our ocean curb'J,

Sail'd now amongst our rivers undisturb'd ;

Survey'd their crystal streams and banks so green,
And beauties, ere this, never naked seen :

Thro* the vain sedge the bashful nymphs he ey'd,

Bosoms, and all which from themselves they hide.

The sun much brighter, and the sky more clear,

He finds the air, and all things sweeter here.

The sudden change, and such a templing sight,

Swells his old veins with fresh blood, fresh delight.
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Like amorous victors, he begins to shave1

,

And his new face looks in the English wave ;

His sporting navy all about him swim,

And witness their complacence in their trim :

Their streaming silks play through the weather fair,

And with inveigling colours court the air ;

While the red flags breathe, on their top-mast high.

Terror and war, but want an enemy.

Among the shrouds the seamen sit and sing,

And wanton boys on every rope do cling.

With pearly shell the Tritons all the while

Sound the sea march, and guide to Sheppy Isle.

So up the stream the Belgic navy glides,

And at Sheerness unloads its stormy sides.

At Chatham our sick ships unrigged lay,

Like moulting fowl, a weak and easy prey ;

For whose strong bulk earth scarce could timber find,

The ocean water, or the heavens wind.

Those oaken giants of the ancient race.

That ruPd all seas, and did our channel grace.

Ruyter forthwith a squadron does untack,

They sail securely thro' the river's track.

Our wretched ships within their fate attend,

And all our hopes now on frail chain attend ; /

But with her sailing weight a Holland keel,

Snapping the brittle links, does thorough reel;

And to the rest the opening passage shew.

Monk from the bank 'that dismal sight does view.******
But when the Royal Charles (what rage ! what grief!)

He saw seiz'd, and could give her no relief;

That sacred keel, that had, as he, restor'd

Its exil'd Sovereign on its happy board,

And thence the British Admiral became

Crown'd for that merit with his master's name ;

That pleasure-boat of war, in whose dear side,

Secure he had so oft this foe dcfy'd,
Now a cheap spoil, and the mean victor's slave,

Taught the Dutch colours from its top to wave.

Of former glories, the reproachful thought,
With present shame compar'd, his mind distort.******
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The Loyal London now a third time burns;

Atid the true Royal O.ik, and Pvoyal James,

Allied in fate, increase wilh their's her flames :

Up to the bridge contagious terror struck,

The tower itself with tl.e near danger shook.

* *****
Now nothing more at Chatham's left to burn,

The Holland squadron leisurely return ;

And spite of Rupert's and of Albemarle's,

To Ruyter's triumph led the captive Charles.

The pleasing sight lie often dots prolong;
Her mast erect, tough cordage, timber strong,

Her moving shape, all these he cloth survey,

And all admires, but most his easy prey.

1 he seamen search her all within, without,

Viewing her strength, they yet their conquest doubt ;

Then with rude shouts, secure, the air did vex,

With gamesome joy insulting on her decks.

Such the fear'd Hebrew capiive, blinded, shorn,

Was led about in sport, the public scorn,

BLACK RAY ACCURST ! on thee let no man hale,

Out of the port, or dare to hoist a sail,

Or row a boat in thy unlucky hour !

Thee, the year's monster, let thy dam devour,

And constant Time, to keep his course, yet might,
Fill up thy space with a redoubled night !

Vvlicn aged "7 lama was bound with fetters base,

And Med'way chaste ravish'd before his face.

Sad chance, since first that happy pair was wed,
Whtn all the rivers grac'd their nuptial bed;

And father Neptune promis'd to n
t,ign

His empire old to their immortal line ;

Now with vain grief their vainer hopes they rue,

Themselves dishonour'd and the gods untrue.

THE BRITISH BOMB KETCH S CHALLENGE TO THE FRENCH
FLOTILLA.

forth fiom your coverts, ye vaunted flotilla !

Or henceforth your vnui g:-ucji;:iding forbctir ;

If %vc get you between our Charybdit and Sc,lla,

We'll soon make you double the Cape of Despair.

. j>ron. QoI-XI. n
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Come forth, if ye dare, or in mass or division,

For, weary with watching, we long for some sport !

And we'll show you a sample of British decision,

That perhaps will astonish the Consular Court.

Our Vesuvius and Etna will make an explosion,

That shall strike you with dumbness, dismay, and surprise;

Whilst the smoke of our Sulphur will cover the ocean,

And veil from your views every glimpse of the skies.

When our shells drop among you like red salamanders,

And burst loud as thunder wherever they fall

When our bullets fly hissing around you like ganders-
Alas ! for the famous armada of Gaul.

O ye skulkers ! of courage so shamefully thrifty,

In menace so mighty, achievements so small,

Come out ! and we'll combat you one against^/Sy/y,

Nay, make us a score, and we'll conquer you all.

But you dare not abandon your rocky protection
While the watch-dogs of Britain their station can keep ;

For you know if they catch you, your pigmy collection

Would soon be consign'd to the cave of the deep.

BOREAS.

STANZAS

Written on observing, in the List cftbe BRITISH FLEET, the Names of',

many of our RIVERS apprcpriuted to various Ships, and that of
Avon omitted.

ROTECT, O Heaven! with many a fav'ring gale,

Our gallant Navy Bulwark of the Isle !

In whatsoever sea is spread the sail,

Upon the Flag may stedfast Victory smile.

Protect our ships ! whatever names they bfnr,

Severn or Thames, the C/ierweJ, or the Clyde;

But whilst those rivers such distinction share,

Why is not Avon's sacred name applied ?
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Blest Avon! may the oaks upon thy side

JL,o;i, long the air with stately honours fill ;

And when divested of their verdant pride,

Beneath the conqu'ring pendant flourish still !

Lov'd stream ! rever'd for him whose sacred page,

The spirit of Eiiza's days of fame,

Hath given, unabated, to this ao
r
r,

That ship must triumph which may own thy name.

Mark ye the battle, and its fierce alar;

With our Fifth HARRY, in his " war-worn vest,

When all the youths of i'l^hml were in arms,

And Honour's thought itign'd solely in the breast."

Think ye trie martial scenes, so highly wrought,

Were tamely witness'*] in their earliest hours ;

O, no ! the nation, by those scenes, was t::ught

And HOWARD, RALEIGH *, DRAKE, obey'd their power.

A fervour more extended now has force

And many a seaman in the watch of mght,
While the ship

" breasts the waves" and k.-cps her course,

Draws from the hallow'd verse supreme delight !

O Bard! whilst in our heart? thy warnings lie,

We never at a Cunqtt'rcr's foot shall sue ;

" The world in arms we proudly may d?fy>

So England to herself remain but tiue !"

hit of W. FALCONER.
Dec. 1803.

VERSES FROM EURGILLCS,

ON A LADY'S COMB.

LOUGH, bark of clouded shell, thy happy way,

Through the bright billows of my charmer's hair ;

And, as thou sportest on that perfum'd sea,

Now show thy toothed keel, now hide it there.

*
Raleigh and Drake were the intimate friends of Shakcpeare.



5* POETRY.

How Cupid slyly lurks beneath the w.ivea,

Form'd by the swelling tresses of her hea-l !

Take heed, O bark ! that while the grviheai! i

His infant form, them rufflcst not his bed.

Yes, envied shtll, thine be it to divide

Those golden tangles, to diffuse the blare

In plaits, resplendent of that sunny tide,

And give its radiance to the lover's gaze !

Thy task performMj then may'st thou proudly test,

Moor'd in some winding, some fantastic b:aid,

And with rare pearl, or costly jewels drest,

Be the rich ensign in that port display'd.

PORTSDOWN,
AND A FLEET JUST SAILING.

SAY,
shall fair Cam alone the fiery Muse

Allure from forth her sedqy hall to day r

Or will she on the banks of Thames refuse

To leave her sylvan sport and flow'ry play ?

Will she stay there to see the swans display

Their course majestic down the peaceful tide;

Or view Etonian tow'rs, with their reflective pride?

For 'tis not youth, well vers'd in Grecian lore,

That are alone old dtiion's dear, delight ;

.Far, far from murmtir'ing streams the billows hoar

Of mighty seas can fix th' astonish 'd sight,

When from the mountain's disenclouded height

She sees, instead of silvery swans belo\v,

Or the trim painted bark, a British Na-vy flow !

'Tis Portsdoiun calls, and bow'rs in va.in withstand ;

Portsdoiun, to see your country's glory, cries-

On my bleak top, Muse take thine airy stand;

Revel no more, but feast thy solemn eyes

On that brave Fleet that now before thee lies ;

And on that shore, indented with the main,

Where envy hurle her bolts, but hurls them wild i
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*Tis freedom's shield arrests her fiery course,

At once contracting her terrific stride ;

And, us the awful lightning's force

Doth, at one blow ail other glories hide,

So envy from her slippery stand doth slide,

Being home-struck by British freedom's blow,

Which lavs supine at once her impious daring low.

'Tison these waves which compass all this -land

Our patriot souls uphold their country's s\v;iy ;

Here smiles domestic peace, and concord bland,

And here Love's vot'ri^ d:..<ce, and pipe, and play,

For ever cheerful, as each month

But guardians v.f e^h door, oi;v

To make unceasing Spring through all the varied year.

What s-ays the Muse ? She smiles, and sweetly s::igs,

Britain, I love thee long a Freedom l.jvcs ;

On yon tall masts repose her snowy w>ngs,
While on the bosom of the wave she moves

Like Paphos* Qneen, with her attendant doves :

Sea-born and sea- defended she shall rise,

In all her peerless strength, and win congenial skies.

?Mong Ga//ia'$ sons her mimic form is seen;

No fixed hue divine her visage wears ;

Of a dissembling eye and haggard mien,

Limping \viih age, though but of childish years*

A rude fjul monster of fantastic airs ;

Begot by Caliban when grim with blood,

And is of Hecate the fierce incestuous brood.

Yet she at first no marks parental bore,

But as she sprung to life she met delight,

And with him wander'd all her region o'er,

Look'd innocent as love, and fair as light :

But from her nurse's arms, amid a night,

In which dire Furies stalk'd obscene and wild,

Her parents both rush'd forth, and seiz'd upon their child,

Circeao care the seeds of vice they plant,

And the young shoots they water ever}- hour,

The wily Urchin grows, and looks askant

On each fair shrub and ev'ry beauteous flowerj

And only smiles but when the heavens lour:
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She stalks abroad, and then the blasted earth

Ceases to nourish life, to curse her hated birth !

Her own and other countries traveli'd o'er,

She, with a savage howl and lurid eye,

Standeth oppos'd to Britain's lovely shore,

And bids her subject realm the wave to ply,

And the stout lion's heai t to yield or die :

But yield
it cannot it must die, or live

Free, as of freedom born, the soul's prerogative !

But now I feel myself the freshened gale,

And hear the busy hum of seamen bold ;

I see each vessel wear a bellied sail,

And free of port, South-east their steerage hold ;

O may tlx:ir acts by rut "re muse be told !

For sure I am each swelling bosom there,

His country's foe disdai'ns, and all his shafts of war.

Now come, with Gallics force, thou Boaster vain,

Dare from thy ports one league to trust the sea $

It is Britannia triumphs on the main,

So destin'd from above by Heaven's decree ;

Come forth, and let it then thy coffin be.

Full oft our thunder on thy shores hath flown,

And victory proudly there, as oft haih been our own.

Not but that, face to face, our soldiers dare

To grasp the sword, or witld the pointed spear ;

These gave to. Agincourt a deadly blow,

And one to France at Cressy's plain so dear ;

Nor yet can Frenchmen see them but they fearf

Witness their banners won on Egypt's soil,

The arms they mock'd before, the haughty Crescent's toil.

Yet, sure to hold our enemy at bay,

Ere he pollutes our shores, the seaman's part ;

Ere he diverts our children from their play,

Or gives a flutter to the mother's heart ;

O Lusian Henry's
*

great and glorious art !

* A prince of Portugal very famons in the annali of Navigation and Naval

Architecture, and celebrated with much effect by Camoens.
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Tho' long ere liim, our Patriot Saxon King
*

Perceiv'd thatfreedom fair, from the rough sea might spring.

But now the fleet's enwrapp'd in aether blue,

Scarce the white sail appears to cheer the scene ;

They cannot hear me loudly c:i!l ml'icu,

They cannot see me from their bed of green ;

Vapours arise, and they no more are seen !

Here must I then unwilling close my sen;:;,

Ere half is sung of those to whom my notes belong.

Pensive, tho* hopeful then the muse survey'd

'I he noble vale on either hand that lay,

Fruitful of meadow, water, and of shade,

Yet more she then did not vouchsafe to say :

On that old fabric f , which no vision gay
Could posc.'.bly induce, she dwelt awhile,

Wond'ring what long-spent age did rear the massy pile.

One parting glance on Vecti's Isle she threw,

And was just heard to mutter, there I'd dwdl,

But that a native swain, whom well I knew,
And lov'd to visit in his lonely cell,

Is thtnce remov'd, and where, I cannot tell :

His call, however low, at once I'd luar,

And pour with cadence soft sweet muaic in his ear.

ASYLUM
FOR

SHIPWRECKED MARINERS,
AND THE FROTBCTION OF THEIR PROPERTY.

'jTHE subsequent article, extracted from the second Edition

of Dr. Fothergill's Essay, is, from its importance, well

worthy of a place in the Naval Chronicle :

The asylum at Bambury Castle,' in Northumberland, exhibits the

following plan, highly worthy of imitation by this and every other

maritime country :

l. A great gun, a nine-pounder, placed at the bottom of the tower,

to be fired in c.ise any vessel be observed in distress ; and the signal to

*
Alfred, on his expulsion of the Danes, did all he could to create a domi.

aion on the sea, as far as the infancy of knowledge permitted him.

f Porchcftcr Castle, concerning which we have no account when t
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be varied according to the circumstances, in order that the c

house officers may hasten to give a!! possible assistance, as well to pre-

vent the wreck from being plundered.

2. In every great storm, two ir.en on horseback are sent from the

castle, to patrole along the coast from sun-set to sun- rise, that, in case

of an accident, one may remain by the vcssd, and t!-e other return to

alarm the castle. Whoever brings the hut notice of the di tress, is

entitled to a premium, in proportion to the distance from the castle.

5. A large flag is hoisted when, on the Fern Inlands, any vessel 13

seen in distress, that the suiiercrs may have the satisfaction of knowing
their disaster is perceived from the shore, and that relief will be stnt

to them as soon as possible. In tempestuous weather, the flag will be

kept up; a gun fired morn'.ng and evening, and a sky-rocktt thrown

up, every night, from the north turret, till such time as relief can be

cot*

These are also signals to the Holy lolanJ fishermen, who, by the

advantage of their situation, can put off fcr the islands at times when

no boat from the main land can get over the breakers. Premiums are

given to tho first boat which puts off for the islands, with suitable ne-

iiei and provisions.

4. A bell on the south turret will be rung in every thick fog, as a

signal to the fishing boats,

5. A large weathercock is fixed on the top of the
flag-staff,

for the

usecf the pilots.

,6. A large speaking trumpet is provided, to be u?cd when vessels

are stranded, or in distress near the shore, of which there have betrn

many instances *.

7. An observatory is erected at the east turret of the csstle, where

a person is ttationed every morning at day-break, in the winter season,

to watch the adjacent coast, for vessels in distress.

8. Masters and commissioners of vessels in distress, are requested to

make such signals as are usual among p. their unhappy situa-

tion.

The additional accommodations, supplied at this asylum, are,

I. Rooms and btds for shipwrecked mariners, who will be main-

tained in the c.-.btle a week, or longer, according to circumstances ;

and during the whole time provided with ail manner of necessaries.

* The patent signal trumpet (lately invented by Mr. Fitzgerald), to which a

pistol or piece of ordnance can be screwed, is said to increase the sound to such

a pitch, as to render the report of a common cartridge, fired through it, equal
to that of a nine-; (.under. Such an instrument, therefore, may prove J

Uteful to msriners in riiities*. Repertory of Arts, Vol. XI. p. 1^0.

At might also the telegraph, wlach is cow so much improved as to give jigruls

by uight a- well**
L>) v.ay.
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J. Cellars for wiiTe and other liquors belonging to shipwrecked ves-

sels, in which they will be safely deposited for one year, in order to be

claimed by their proper owners.

3. A store-house for the reception of all manner of goods, stores, or

implements belonging to a ship recovered from the wreck. They will

be entered in a bock kept for that purpose, giving the marks and de*

icription of each, with the date when they came on shore.

4. Timber, blocks, tackles, handspikes, rudders, -cables, ropes*

pumps, and iron, all in readiness, for the use of wrecked vcsstls, and

delivered at prime cost.

5. Various implements for raising and weighing stranded vessels,

ven of loco tons burthen, when sunk on tocks, or in deep water; to

be lent gratis to any person having occasion for them, within forty or

fifty miles along the coast, on giving proper security to re-deliver them

to the trustees.

6. Whenever dead bodies are cast on shore, coffins, and the whole

funeral expenses, will be provided gratis.

Such a scheme of disinterested benevolence, supported by princely

munificence, and carried on in an obscure corner of the island, without

ostentation, is far above all praise ! When more fully known, it surely

cannot fail to awaken emulation, and give birth to similar asylums in

this and other maritime nations.

Hettcrs,

ADMIRALTY OFFICE, NOV. 29, 1803.

TERMS proposed iv tbeir Excellencies Lieutenant- Central IVillidJn Gr'inftld ana

Commodore Samuel Hood. Coir.iaandcri in CLiefof bis Majtity'i Land and S.-J J"ortfSt

for the Sunender to tie BrUnb Government of the Colonies of Demerary, -k-isequibo,

and Berbice.

Art. I. .The Colonies of Demerary, Esequibo, and Beibice, with their

dependencies, to be surrendered within twenty-four hours to the arms and

protection of the British Government.
Art. 11. The fcrt of William Frederick is to be taken possession of,

at- by the trorps of the British Government.
Art. III. The garrisons in these colonies are to be, and to remain, prisoner*

of war, until released or exchanged, and to deliver their arms, accoutrement.',
and ammunition, to the person appointed to receive them ; they will Le allowed

all the usual honors of xvar; the Officers to retain and weur their swords, and
to hive their paroles; and the Officers and men their clothing: at'd baggage.

Art. IV. '1 he public storc c
,

store house*, land tml revenues, ship and

vessel*, belonging to the Batavian Republic, are to surrender to the British

Government.
Art. V. The private property, as well on shore as a float, of ail person!

vvho were bona jide proprietors at the time th^ --ions were respond by
his Mujcstj to the Latavian Republic, \viii be respected, and not to be con^dered
&i liable to seizure.

Art. VI. '1 he civil laws of these coiories, as far as regards the property and
civil jurisdiction, to remain as they now arc, uatil the lurcher pleasure ol the

King siiall be made known.

. Cfctoa. aioi.XI. i
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Art. VII. The council and civil magistrates of the colony, taking lli

paths of allegiance to the British Government to remain as they now are, with,
the exception of such of either, ashy their known attachment to the Batavian

Republic, would endanger the colonies, by their remaining in places of trust and
confidence.

Ait. VIII. The governmenf, and the defence of the colonies, belong to

the British nation.

WiU.lAMGRINHEi.Et.
SAMUEL HOOD.

Cl NT I.EM I v Go-ocrr.mcnt-bouie, D..-mtrary, l8/i Sept. 1803.
J have had the honour to receive your Excellencies' Utter of yesterday's date,

requiring the immediate surrender of the colonies of Essequibo, Demerary, and
Berbice, on the terms transmitted to me by your Excellencies.

In conformity to the constitution of this colony, } have hid your letter before
the court of police, and the Commanding Officers of the sea and land forces,
assembled in a council of war.
The colony of Berbice being a government entirclv distinct from this, I am

cot competent to answer your Excellencies' letter as far as regards that colony.
But in respect to the colonies of Essequibo and Demerary, under my govern-
ment, I, as well as the other members of the combined council of war, have

thought it our duty to propose some ttrms of capitulation, which we have
framed on our part, and to which we entreat your Excellencies' consideration,
as conceding: them best calculated for the interest of these colonie*; The same
will be laid before your Excellencies by a committee from the council of war,

consisting of the Commander of Essequibo, Mr. Trotz, a Member of the Court
of Police, Mr. Kroll, two Officers, and the Secretary of the colony, which Gen-
tlemen are to wait upon your Excellencies, and arc fully authorised to conclude
the Capitulation.

I hive the honour to be, &c. &e.

A MEKRTEKvS, Governor General

7* tleirExC'llenc'iei tie Commaifderi in of Esscquibo and Demerary.
Cliff of bit Britannit Majesty's
Land and Sen forces ofDemerary.

By their Excellencies, Lieutenant-General William Grinfield and Com.
modore Samuel Kood, Commanders in Chief of his Britannic Majesty's
Land and Sea Forces in the windward and leeward Charibb.ee Island:,

$cc. &c. &c.

"\Vhcre3sbytheafticlcsofcapitulation propnsod to the inhabitants of Deme-

rary, &c. <kc. &c., and accepted by them, which places -JTC now in his Viiije sty's

possession, and the inhabitants thereof are become subjects of his Majesty, \ve

have thought fit, by virtue of the powers ai;d authoritith in us vested, to publish

this proclamation, hereby permitting and allowing, [hut from and after the

publication hereof, until his Majesty s pkasure rhali he made known, th

Jiis loving subjects may lawfully trade to and frprn such |>hces as are iu his

Majesty's possessions, subject nevertheless to the same duties, rule 5
, regulations

conditions, restrictions, penalties, and forfeitures to which the tra'le to and
from his Majesty's colonies, plantations, and inlands in the West Indies, i or

shall be nubjoct by law; but nothing herein contained sh.ill extend to prevent
the importations in Americans, or other neutral bottoms belonging to the

subject* of any p^wer ip amity wi h his Britaj.r.ic Mjj.-st)', of provi-i-ms carle,

jfrain, wood of every kind from the United v t;itei of .America, so Img as the

tame shall be allowed, in pursuance of a;id uiulcr the trims and condition* < f

the said Articles of Capitulation, or any other privileges or eicruptions granted.

by the said Articles of Capitulation.'
It is further ordered and declared, that all commodities b -ing of the growth,

produce, or mai.ufacture of the aforesaid p
;ace, shall be shipped to treat

i or Ireland, or any British plauta'i. n, in Rririh ships navigated *e-

ordiug to law ;
and it is further ordered, that no

pj
. ', be txpurted iu
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foreign bottoms, except what may be deemed absolutely necessary, in return for

provisions, and that only to the amount of such provisions.
Givtn under our hands and seals at Head- Quarters,

Demerary, Oct. z, iSoj.

(Signed) \V. OR INFIELD.
SAM. HOOD.

By Command,
VM T.\TUM, V.ilitary Secretary.

} NO. TRACE Y, Naval Secretary.

Return of Prisoners ef War in the Colonies of Demerara, Esiequilto, and Ecrllee*

DEMERARV and ESSECUIEO.

Artillery. i Captain, 3 First Lieutenants, 16 Serjeant?, a Drummers, 76 Rank
and i'ile.

6th Battalion. i Major, 4 Captains, 7 First Lieutenants, i Surgeon, I As-
sistant Surgeon, jo Serjeants, 8 Drummers, 194 Rank and File.

7th Battalion. i Lieutenant Colonel, i Major, 5 Captains, ;6 First Lieu-

tenants i Quarter-Master, a Surgeons, I Adjutant, 4 Assistant-Surgeons, in
Serjeants, 16 iTummers, 415 Rank and tile.

'lotal. I Lieutenant-Colonel, 2 Majors, 10 Captains, 26 First Lieutenants
i Quarter- Master, 3 Surgeons, i Adjutant, 5 A*sitaut-Surgeons, 177

Serjeants, 26 Drummers, 63j Rank and File.

. BERRJCE.

Artillery. i Captain, 4 First Lieutenant?, i Serjeant, a Drummers, 41 Rank
and File.

6:h Battalion. I Lieutenant Colonel, 2 Captains, 5 First Lieutenants, 4 Second

Lieutenants, i Quarter-Master, i Burgeon, 6 Assistant-Surgeons, 17 Ser-

jeants, 4 Drummers, 374 Rank and File.

Surinam Company. i Captain, 3 Pim Lieutenants, 2 Second Lieutenants,
t C-idet* 8 Serjeants, 4 Drumniers, 148 kank and File,

'lotal. i Lieutenant Colonel, 4 Captains, 10 First Lieutenants, 6 Second

Lieutenants, i Qnarter Master, i hurgeon, 6 A-Msunc burgeons, i Cade:,
26 Serjeants, 10 Drummers, 563 Rank and Flic.

Hlfpomenc'., 3 Officers and 52 men.

S-rftKt. i Olficcr and 19 men.
fetal. 4 Officers and 71 metl.

SIR, Horntt, T)tr:erara River, Sttt. 27, r3o7.
I ha ve the pleasure to enclose you the copy of a letter from Captain Bland, of hi*

Majesty 'Mihi{) Heuleux, giving an account of the surrender of the colony of
Berbn-c to the King'i forces, loo much prui*e cannot be given to that Officer

and Lieutenant- Colonel Nicholson, for their able and judicious conduct.
1 r.avc al<o much gratiiicarion in repeating the cordial good understanding

that has existed betVrccD the land :md se^i.jrces, and whose uuremitted attention

. and rjU'itior.s <n all occasions, by the Officers and men, deserve the highest ap-
probation oi tltir superiors.

Captain Hunt, wliose attentive services I have constantly experienced, is the
brarcr of thii dispatch, and will be able to give their Lordships any furtiitr

particulars.
1 have the honour to be, &c.

Sir Evan Keftan, Bart. SAM. HOOD;

SIR, ffeureux, efJSertiee, 26.'/' Seft. 1803.
I am happy to infotm yoil, that his M.ijc^ty's forcts are in possession ot the

vsluabltcoionyofLcrb.ee. lo give you the fir>t information, 1 dispatched
Major Cros:cr, of the Marines, by land, whose party 1 landed at the desire of
i it-urenant Colonel Nicholson. The provisional Government and Court of
Police sent uff their deputies to sn-.w,r i he summons sent them to

*l4 -"greed to t!;t CapUulition, v hi:h 1 sr.cisse with the
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The Garrison thought proper not to join, nor did they give n annver tiH
\vc arrived w:;h the British land and sea forces nearly within gun-shot of their
works: set-ing we were determined, a hoat was hurried off to inform us they
tv. uld .'urrciuier, if we would wait till rest day, which was agreed to, on our
being allowed to go into the harbour that night, and take possession of the

shipping, which consists of a very fine national schooner, the Scipent, and
several large merchant ships.
From the vigorous exertions and animation of all, and the dispositions made

by the Lieuteuanl-Coloutl, I have not a doubt every thing must have fallen in
a atorm.

I am, Sir, most respectfully,
Your obedient, humble Servanr,

LOFTUS OTWAY BLAND.
Cmmodiri Samuel ffaoJ, lS"i. t?f. &t.

zcth September, 1803.

Return of Slippingfound in thi River Dtmerjty,

Eippomenct, Batavian corvette, pierced for eighteen guns.
9eftia\ a ship claimed as English property.
Pvtterdji.i

; ditto.

J)i?nj; ditto.

/6e; detained by the Dutch before our arrival under British colours.
A

''.'.-, ditto.

Admiral Klngsiergen \ a ship, Dutch property.
Aurora

; ditto.

Ltc'fdd; ditto.

Maria
l ditto.

fi'ilbelmina ; ditto.

Hot&s Welfienn ; ditto.

; ditto.

At Btrlici.

fHf, National ?chooner, and fire Merchant vessels.

l. Nineteen.

ADMIRALTT-OFflCK. DEC. I.

Ctjyofa Letterfrom tie Honorable tPi'/itira CornifaHir, stJnira? f tie filue,i^fs.

to Sir Evan A</*, Bart JjteJ on board Lit
S.l,:j..!j'i Skip ti>t I'i'.lt Je Paris, jf

Ustunt, tie iqlb instant.

SIR,
Herewith I send, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the

Admiralty, the copy of a letter from Captain Matefitld. ot the Atalante, to

C attain Klphinstone, of the Diamond, dated the icth ultimo, which I have this

moment received from him.

I have the honour to be, &c.
\V. CORNWALLIS.

SIR, ifit Mtijtityi Slosf .lia.'jxti, <?u'>l>frc,>i-b<iy, Oct. 1O, iSoj.
I beg leave to inform you. in obedience to your signal to cfme last evening

that part of the Convoy, consisting of tv. o ketches, anil one brig, that were

running under the point of St. Guildas, I ta.ktii ai.ii -food after them in the

sloop I command, and obliged them to run on shore ell the mouth of the river

of l'ennt:rf ;
snJ having considered it very possible insist them out in the night,

at the wind was directly off shore, 1 dispatched lieutenant Hawkins, in the'

six-oared cutter, and Mr. Richard Burstal, master, in the five-oared cutter,

armed, on that service after it became dark, and iood in with the brig, as near

a< I could go for the shoal, to protect th.m. About halt pa*: nine, P. M., the

b>tt got up to the above vessels, when Lieutenant IlAvvkiii* boarded, and took

possession of the in-shore v t
-

;,scl, but found her agrouud, a number of troops
the beach keeping up ,; heavy firs d" nuiskrtry nn his hoat, assisted by

- field pkcef, and a pany uf tro<-j 0:1 board the other t\vo vetl.
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embarked from the shore) : after cutting her cable, and firing a can

siderable time on the other vessel near him, found it impossible to do any thing
with her, and very properly left her to go to the assistance of the other boat,

wht) had by this time boarded the brig, in defiance of a party of ten or twelve

soldiers, with their muskets and sabres, killod sir of the troops, hove two over-

bo-ird, and drove the rest with the crew below. After cutting her cable, finding
ihe was aground, and a light vessel, they returned with both boats on board,

not thinking proper, from motives of humanity, to set heron fire, as several

people were heard below, supposed to be wounded.

I am exceedingly sorty to inform you, on the first fire of the soldiers, one of

our men, Hemy Brer.man, sail-maker, was killed
; and, in boarding, two scamea

wounded, but are in a fair way of recovering. When it is considered thut Vr.

Lurstal, the master, the Serjeant of marines, and five other men, boarded this

vessel, (with ten soldiers on deck with charged bayonets,) and pc- formed what

they did, J trust you will see and adu:ire with me the very resolute and gallant
conduct of Mr. Burstal, and the six brave fellows with him : indeed the Officers

and crews in both boats deserve the highest praise, though uniorcututely out of

their power to bring the vessels oft", all three being fast aground within half a

table's length of the beach, and the shore covered with troops, keeping an in-

cessant fire with their muskets and the two field-pieces on them. I had the

pleasure to sec the brig lying on a riflge of rocks this morning, apparently

twlged.
I am, &c.

JNO. MASKFIEI.D.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, DEC. IO.

Bispstchcs, of which the following are Copies, have b?en received at thi

Ofccc, irom Rear-Admiral Sir John Thomas Duckworth, K.. B., Cumuuuder in

Chief of his Majesty's bhips and Vesseh at Jamaica.

S!B, Shtri, Pert Royal, jfamaita, Sept. 29, 1803.
1 heir Lordships will observe from Captain Walker's Letter, enclosed, that he

tvas induced, \vhen in the hight of 1 eogane, to proceed oft" :-t. Marc, and take

the i- reach Gairisonon board, correspondent to Capitulation.

I am, &c.

Sir Evan Nefeaii, Bart. J. T. DUCKWORTH.

JIR, Vanguard, off" Cafe Cicala Mole, Sept. 9, l8o>
Understanding from General iJcualine* that it was his intention to summon

the town of St. Marc immediately, which was reduced to the last extremity, I

Vfiis ttrongly induced to urge him not to put the garrison to death, which he
consented to, and 1 stipulated with him, that, if they surrendered, he should

march them round to the Mole in safety, and that I should appear ofTthe

bay, and take possession of the shipping, one of which I knew to be a *hip
c! war.

I received General Dessaline's dispatches about eight o'clock at night of the

3 ist of October, and got under weigh at one A. M. At dry-light we chased

a man of war brig off St. Marc, but the wind being light and partial, she got into

that place ; in the afternoon we perceived a flag of truce coming out, but a

heavy sq'iall of wind and rain obliged them to return. The following morning
^hey came on board, ar.d brought a letter from General d'Henin, which 1 an-
twrred by making several distinct propositions, and seut them in the ship's boat
as a flag of truce, with an Ofiicer ;

and Mr. Cathcar; had the goodness to take

clurge of them : about five o'clock the ssir.e day tbr General himself came on
board in the boat, and we agreed to a convention; the nert day and part ol the

r.ij-ht we were busily employed in cilecting the embarkation oi the garrison,

ice.; and the whole being completed, Gfneral d'Henin and his staff came on
i the Vanguard at three o'clock in the mciriv.n;^ of the 4'h, and we made

ail out ^l the bay. The situation of this garri.on was the most Jt-plorible it w
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fo imagine : they were literally reduced to nothing, and long subs'sr

en horse flesh. 1 forgot to mention that, on the ist, we captured the siine

schooner we had taken on the a6th past, vrith twenty-five barrels of flour, going
to .-t. Marc, which I took out, and transferring her people, with fifteen soldiers

he had on board, to a small sloop we took at the same time, sent her away,
and kept the schooner, as she might be eventually useful to us, and she is the

i.-scl 1 have made ever to General d'Htnin.
The vessels deliverd to us consist of the 1-apilloR corvette, pierced for twelve

guns, but only mounting six, having fifty-two men on board, commanded by
.Mons. Dubourg, Lieutemnt dc Vaiiseau ; the brig les Trois Amis, transport,

nothi'ig in; and the schooner Mary Sally, who has between iorty and fitty

b irrels of powder. General d'Henin has given me regular receipts for the

garrison, which amounts in all to eight hundred and fifty men.
I have further to inform you, Jrir, that on the 5th we captured the national

chooucr le Courier de Nantes, ot two guus and four swivels and fifteen men,
cmir.'audcd by an Ensign dc Vaisseau, from Port-au-Prince, with a .supply of

thirty barrels of flour, ai:d sundry other articles ior St. Marc.
1 enclose a weekly accoui.t

; and have great satisfaction in stating, that

we nre almoit well again, not cue of the men who came frcm the hospital
lias died.

1 have the honour to be, &c.

Str J^a Tbcnas TW-rrcr//,, K. B. JAS. WALKER.
kcar-Ad:airul of the Rsi, and Cvm-

Chief, \s"c. \?.. U:.-.

SIR, Sb.;ri, Part-Royal, Jamaica, September 29, 1803.
His Majesty's sloop Pelican having been employed these eight weeks Id

watching the port of AuxCayes, Captain Whitby writes me, on the 2ist instar't,

that the General of division, Brunette, had sent off Brigadier-General lejFevre to

propose taking off this garrison, but as it appeared that the numbers arc beyond
what the vessels in the harbour, with the assuunce it the Pelican, could effect,

Captain Whitby, (of whose assiduity I cannot speak too highly.) agreed on an
Armisticeof ten days, to communicate with me; and though! had in some degree
anticipated the want, by sending the Pique on that service, I have in consequence
added the Theseus, and am in expectation, that before the sailing of this

packet I shall have to request that, in addition to this, you will communicate to

the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty the Capitulation of the garruon.
1 am, &c.

Sr Evan Nctan, Bart. J. T. DUCKWORTH.

*IR, Shark, Port Rcyal. "Jamaica, &/>t 3?, iSOJ.

Captain Bligh, whose merits as an Oihtcr arc always conspicuous, havn.p,
during the time he was senior Officer at the blockaded the Cape, thought it ft-r

the good of the service to attack Port Dauphin, I send you herewith his

statement of the success, and the captuie of la Sagc^se. of twenty eight-

pounders on her main-deck, and eight four pounders on the quarter-deck.
1 UPJ, L^.

Sir Eva* Xtptan, Bart. J. T. DUCKWORTH.

I. Tb'.stta, Part Djufhln, St. D^n^n^o, Seft. 8, 1803.

Having found ertreme difficulty in preventing small votcis lioin pacing into

Cape Ftaofou with provisions from the little ports on the nothern part oi the

i<bnd, in consequence of their finding a safe retreat from ur pursuit under
the batteries of Port Dauphin, and conceiving that port to be of the utmost

importance to the enen.y, 1 deemed it necessary to make s..mc efforts for the
reduction of the place, and the capture of a ship of war at anchor there. As
soon as the sea breeze this morninjj rendered it impossible for the enemy'*
fri-ratL-s to leave their anchorage, 1 proceeded to Mauchcrajcl bay, leaving she
riestulc aad Cumberland on th^ir station.
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The water being sufficiently deep to allow me to place the ship withiij
musket shot of fort Labouque, situated at the entrance of the harbour, our
fire was so well directed, that it was impossible for the guns of the battery to

be pointed with any precision, the colours of which were struck in less than half

an hour. Another fort in the harbour and the ship being the tiesr objects of

our attention, the Theseus entered the port with the assistance of the boats, and

having fired a few shot at the ship of war, shs hauled her colours down, and

proved to be la Sagesse. mounting twenty eight-pounders on the main-

deck, and eight four-pounders on the quarter-deck and fore-c.i>t!e, com-
manded by Lieutenant J. B. Daruetche, and having oijy severity-five men oij

loard.
The Commandant conceiving the place no longer tenable after the loss of the

hip, and being under some apprehensions of being exposed to the rage of th$
blacks, whom he considered as a merciless enemy, claimed British protection,,
and surrendered the fort and garrison at discretion. Having spiked the gims,
and destroyed the ammunition, the garrison and inhabitants, many of whom
were sickly, were embarked and landed under a flag of truce at Cape Francois.

Being informed by the prisoners that their General Duniont and his suite had

lately fallen into the hands of the blacks, and that they were in the most immi-
nent danger, I was induced, from motives of humanity, to solicit their freest

::}

from the Chief of those peopie, and J had the satisfaction of having my request
immediately complied with : they accompanied the rest of the prisoner* into

Cape Francois. 1 am, &c.
Jfcar-Admiral Sir J. T. D-uchi-trtf,, K. B. JOHN BLIQii.
Commander in Cbiff, \:fc. <St. <":.

Cofy of a f.itter from the Honorable William Corn-.oj.llis, Admiral of tie Blue, \^fi.

to Sir Evan Nefiun, Bart. duttJ
cj~ Uibant the $d intfant.

STK,
The Acasta joined me this morning. 1 have the honour to enclose a letter for

jhe information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, to me, from

Captain Wood, which I have this moment received, giving an account of his

having captured, on the ad of October last, the French privateer 1'Avanture,
of Bourdeaux, and recaptured the two West Ipdiamen therein named, her

prizes.
I have the honour to be, &c.

W. CORNWALI.I3.

!l, AzJita, ntSt2^offU^bant, Dtc. 3, I 8oj
In puisnancc of your orders, at day-break, on the za of October, in lat. 48

4eg. 19 min. and long, ai deg. 30 riiin. west, we fdl in with and alter a chasft

of forty five hours, captured the French priv.itcer I'Avanture, of Bourdeauf, of

twenty guns and one hundred and forty-four men, with her two prizes, the

Royal Edward and St. Mary's PUnter, both of the Jamaica convoy. This

jrivatcer was laying-to to take possession of the Jane, another of the convoy,
and a fourth in sight.

I have the honour to be, &c.
ft tie Hm\orak!f Admiral Cerwtllis, l^nifd) J. A. WOOD.

ADMIRALTY OFFICE, DEC. IJ, 1803.

Ccfy ofj Letter freui tie HonoraMc Wi'Hjm Ck-rriuaHi;, ,jJmirjf *f tl>i Blue, \2:. ie

Sir E'jan N:fcan, Bart, dated off VsLant tue I; At instant,

SIR,

I have the honor to enclose, which you will be pleased to communicate to

the Lords Commissioners of the Aomiralty, a letter to me from '. aptam Mait-
land, of the Boadicea, giving an account of his having captured, on the 241)1 of

kst month, the French lutionul lugger ic Vautour, commanded by .\io..s;t.ur
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Bigot, Lieutenant dc Vaisseau, who was charged with dispatches from St. De~
m.ngo for France.

J have the honour to be, &c.
VV. CORNWALLIS.

SIR, Hii Majesty's ship Bcadlcca, at Sea, Nov. 25, 1 803.
I have the honor to inform you, that last night, Cape Finisterre bearing

N. E. distance eight leagues, his Majesty's ship under my command captured
the French national lugger le Vautour, commanded by Monsieur Bigot. Lieute-

nant de Vaiseau, forty-three days from St. Domingo, having a commissure dc

marine on board, charged with dispatches from General Rochambeau at Cape
Francois. She is a fcvery fast sailing vessel, coppered, and pierced for sixteen

guns, had twelve six-pounders mounted, ten of which were thrown overboard

in chase, and ninety-two jnen on board.

I have the honour to be, &c.
Kenerallt Admiral Cormuallis, J. MAITLAND

ADMIRALTY OFFICE, DSC. 17, l8oj.

CcJ>y ofa Litter from Mr. Gunllsrfi, Ccimxander of ibe BaJger Excise Cutler, ft Sir

van j\
r

efeaa t
Bart, dated tbt \T.tb in.t-ni.

SIR.

I beg leave rn acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners
cf the Admiralty, that being in I.owestcfFe roads yesterday afternoon with the

cutter under my command, I received intelligence from the Commander of hii

Majesty's gun-brig Censor, that he had seen a privateer in the effing in the act of

boarding a vessel; in consequence of which Information I immediately weighed,
and went in pursuit of her; and at eleven this morning captured, after a chafe

cf three hours, (during which time she had nearly escaped, owing to a very
thick fog coming on.) le Vigilant French cutter privateer, burthen about fifty

tons, belonging to Dunkirk, Citizen Jean Winner Vanderwalle, Commander,
manned with thirty-five men, and had only one swivel on board, besides

small arms. She sailed fion Ostend yesterday morning, and had not uken any
thing.

1 have the honour to be, &c.
M. GUNTHORPE.

ADMIRALTY OFFICE, DEC. SO,

&y iff Leittrfrvn Rear*Admiral Russtl to Sir Evan Ncftan, Bart. d<it:d at

Yiirnnulb tee I^tb initant.

SIR,
1 herewith transmit, for the information of my Lord Commissioners of the

Admiralty, a copy of a letter which I have received from Lieutenant Browne,

commanding his Majesty's gun-ling the Vixea. acquainting m-: with his having,
on the Sth instant, captured the i-rench lugger privateer le Lionnnis, of

Dunkirk. 1 ani, &c.
T. M. RUSSELL.

SIR, His ATj/fsty': run lr!~ J'ixea. at ?ea, Drc. 8, 1803.
I beg fo make known to you, that this day. at four 1'. M., Ln-.v^t- iTe bearing

N. W., distance eight leagues, his M.ijcsty's gv.n-hrip: under my command, cap.
turcd le Lionnais French cutter privateer, Jean Joley, Commander, of r

ty-one ton* burthen, mounting
1 two carriage gin-* v\ ith small arms, and

a complement of twenty-one r.icn, out foui days, but had not made ariy

e.pture.



On removing the crew I found the vessel in so bad a state, with every

appearance of blowing weather, that I deemed it prudent to destroy her.

1 am, &c.

Rtar-AJmiral Ruxel. PHILIP BROWNE.

tofy of a L:it:rfrvm yi<t-Admiral Fatten to Sir Evan Ncfean Bait, dated in tit

Deivnt tit 19*16 instant.

II R,
The Basilisk gun vessel has arrived, having captured a French gun-boat : a

opy of Lieutenant Shepheard's letter you will receive herewith.

1 have the honour to be, &c.
PHILIP PATTON.

SIR, Hit MajestyV gitn-l/rig Basilisk, Dec. 18, 1803.

I have the honour to'acquaint you, that, cruising off Calais, agreeable to my
orders from Rear-Admiral Montagu, I this morning, at day-lijjht, chased a

lugger, and at noon came up with and captured the 1 rcnch national gun-boat
No. 436, mounting one brass eighteen pounder forward, and a howitzer abaft,

commanded by 1 ewis Sautoin, Ensign de Vaisseau, with seven sailors and a

Captain, and twenty-seven soldiers of the 36ch regiment of the line. She
sailed the day before from Dunkirk for Boulogne.

1 have the honour to be, Sir, &c.

(Signed) W. SHEPHEARD.
Patten, Esq. Vice-Admiral of tie Blue,

&e. We. \fv.

CHRONOLOGICAL
OF THE

MOST REMARKABLE NAVAL EVENTS
OF THE YEAR 1803.

- JANUARY.
*' A. GREAT storm, in which the Hindostan Indiaman was lost on the Cul-

vers, off Margate.

MAkCH.

3. The City of London presented a superb sword, and the freedom, to Sir

James Saumarez, in honour of his victories over the French and Spanish fleets

efFAlgesiras and Cape Tresalgan
8. A Message was sent by his Majesty to Parliament, stating, that military

preparations were carrying on in the ports of France ahd Holland, and that his

Majesty judged it expedient to adopt precautions for the security of hisdominions.

9. Addresses of thanks to his' Majesty for his most gracious message were
moved in both Houses of Parliament, and unanimously agreed to.

11. A fifty-two pounder, taken by the British troops from the French in

Egypt, was this day (the anniversary of the battle of Alexandria) placed in St.

James's Park before the house of the master gunner.

The Determince, conveying the 8ist regiment to Jersey, was lost on a
sunken rock near Normont Point. 1'orty persons were drowned.

25. The House of Commons, in a Committee on a Message from his Ma-
jesty, voted an annuity of i.jccl. to Sir Jarncs Saumasez for hi* eminent ser-

rkes in the late war.
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MAY.
16. A Message from his Majesty was delivered to both Houses of Par*

liamcnt, informing them of the rupture with France.

General Andrcossi embarked at Dover for France.

j8. Lord Whitworth arrived in London from Paris. ,

20. Lord Nelson, in the Victory, accompanied by the Amphion frigate,
sailed from Portsmouth, to take the command oi the Mediterranean fleet.

25. The French Government issued an arretc, constituting all l.nglUhmen,
between 18 and t>o, found iu the French territory, prisoners of war.

JUNE.
17. A Message from his Majesty was delivered to both Houses of Parliament,

informing them of the extension of the war to the B*tavian Republic.

iS. Another Message from the King recommended the raising a large ad-

ditional force for tiic defence of the country.

22. St. Lucia taken by the British foicts under the command of Commodore
Hood and General Grinneld.

23. The London Gazette of this date contained a notification of the block-

ade of the Elbe.

30. The island of Tobago surrendered to his Majesty's forces.

JULY.
i. The Resistance frigate, of 36 guns, was totally lost on Cape St. Vincent.

The crew were saved.

The island of St. Pierre was taken possession of by Captain Malbon,
of his Majesty's ship Aurora.

6. The Minerva frigate, of 44 guns, was lost off Cherbourg on a sand bank,
but the crew were saved.

10. A Prayer for the protection of this Country and Government against

foreign violence, and for the preservation of unanimity at home, in defence of

our liberties, laws, and religion, was read in all the churches in the kingdom.

20. A meeting of the subscribers to Lloyd's Coffee-house opened a sub-

scription for rewarding the defenders of the country, and relieving the rela-

tions of those who fall in battle. The first sum subscribed was 20,020!. 3 per
cent. Consols, ftom the funds of the Society of Lloyd's Coffee-house.

11. The Seine frigate, of 42 guns, was wrecked on a sand-bank netfr

Schevelling. The officers and crew finding it impossible to save the vessel,

Jet fire to her.

26. The London Gazette of this date contained a notification of the block-

ade of the \Veser by his' Majesty's ships.

i 30. Admiral Bruix, on his appointment to the command of the French
National flotilla at Boulogne, published a vapouring Proclamation, threaten-

ing the invasion of this country.

AUGUST.

13. The London Gazette announced the blockade of the ports of Genoa
and Spezia.

17. By order of the Privy Council, general reprisals were granted against
the ships of the Ligurian and Italian Republics.

SEPTEMBER.

4. The garrison of the Fort of St. Marc, in th; island of St. 'Domingo, sur-

rendered to his Majesty's forces.

6. The London Gazette notified the blockade of Havre-de-Gracc, and the-'

other pores of the Seine.
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8. The garrison of Fort St Dauphin, in St. Dom'ng-J, current! red to his

R';.; >y's forces.

14. 1 he town of ". ieppe and St. Vallery en Caux were bombarded by Cap-
tain Owm, of hij Majesty's ship ImmortaLte.

ij. The town of Granvi'.le was bombarded by the squadron under the

command of Sir J imes saumarez.

19. The Dutch colonies of Demcrara and Fssequibo were taken possession
of by hii Majesty's forces under the command of General Grinfidd and Com-
modore- Hi od.

24- '1 he Dutch colony of Berbice sunecdered to his Majesty's forces.

28 1 he town and port of Calais were bombarded by a squadron undo1 the

command of Captain jackson, of his Majesty's ship Autumn.

OCTOBER.
2. The ship V'ctory, of in going out of that port, was lost on

the Hoyle. There were fifty-nine persons oa board, of whom only twenty-
two were saved.

10. The town of Funchal, in Madeira, wa? greatly damaged by a deluge.
A considerable number of lives were io.->t, and much property destroyed.

Nv~.

4. Bonaparte having arrived at Boulogne, proceeded to inspect the prepa-
rations nv.;de on ths French COT-' i.r.giand. At the same
time the French gun-boats v : ./ligcJ to take shelter under

itteries from thi. a

5. The firsr capture of one of the enemy' gun-boats, constructed for the in-

va>:on of this country, was made by the Conflict gi;n-b;ig. The prize was

brought into Deal.

7. General r.ain'., who commanded the storming party at Se-ing-apatam,
and who afrerw iv-, & :< luct

'

> .^iij'h t'.e t r < of Arabia the Br.tish iorcc

stnt from India to co-operr.'c in -r o! F gypt. lnji^ed at t ahr.outh.

The t. . been tal.cp, on HJ re'urn i'rom liulia, byaFrencIi privateer,
ar.d recaptured by the Sirius frigate at the entrance of the harbour of Corunnat

22. The boat of the Hecate bomb upset on the Reculver, near .M,ir^..re, in

consequence of which accident Lieutenant Larsons, the Master, and lour suuors,
>verc drowned.

ENUMERATION
Of the Vessels ofWar of various Descriptions announced in the Lon-

don Gazette to have been captured from the Enemy, or destroyed,

since the Commencement of the present War.

Jlfjy 18. I'AlTronteur lugger, mounting 14 long 9- pounders, was taken by
his Miije sty's ship Doris, Capuin R.H. Pearson.

zS. La Francoisc frigate, of 44 guns, taken by the Minotaur, Captain
MansP.eld.

L'Ambnwade, (formerly the British frigate Ambuscade,) of 31 guns,
taken by the Victory, Captain Sutton.

29. 'L'Impatient, of 20 guns, captured by the Naiad, Ciptain J. XVallis.

La Fclicitce French cutter privateer, a Dutch U'est ludiaman, a Dutch

galliot, and a French brig, captured by the Hint! revenue cutter, Capt. .Stcnln-i^e.

A small French privateer taken by the Boadicea, Captain Maitland.

June 3. The Eetsey, French national brig, and two Dutch galliots, cap.
tureu by the Rus>ell, Captain R. Williams.
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13. L'Espiegle lugger privateer taken by the Eling schooner, Lieutenant
Archbold.

14. L'lnabcrdable schooner, and le Commode brig, two gun-vessels, were
driven on shore on the French coast near Cape Blanc Ntz, by his Aiajesty's

ship Immortalite, Captain Owen, and afterwards taken possession of by the

fcuats of that ship, and the Jalouse and Cruiser sloops, under a heavy fire from
the shore.

L'Arab brig, of 8 guns, taken in the Mediterranean by his Majesty's

ship Maidstone, Captain Moubray.

18. La Colombe corvette, of 1 6 guns, token by the Dragon, Capt. J. Ayltner.

24. Le Marengo cutter privateer, taken by the Albion hired cutter, Lieu-

tenant Wright.

35. La Phcebe cutter privateer, taken by the Hydra.

L'Enfant Prodigue schooner corvette, pierced for 16 guns, taken by the

Emerald off St. Lucia.

La Bacchante corvette, of 18 twelve-pounder*, taken by the Endymion,
Captain Paget.

C.6. La Pelagic privateer taken and scuttled by the Doris, Captain Pearson,

27. The French national brig la Venteuse, mounting four long i8-poun-
iltrs and 6 brass carronades, was boarded and taken under the batteries of the
Isle dc Bas by three boats, commanded by Lieutenants Temple and Bowen,
from the Loire frigate, Captain Maitland.

19. Le Dart armed brig taken by the Apollo, Captain Dixon.

La Mrgnone corvette, of 18 guns, cut out from Cape Nichola Mole by
the boars of the Goliath, Captain Brisbane.

July i. La Creole frigate, of 44 guns, with General Morgan, his Staff, and

530 French troops, besides the crew, captured off Caps Nichola Mole by the

squadron under Commodore Uayntun.

4. La Providence schooner, laden with cannon and timber, cut out from,

the Saints, near Brest, by the boats of the Naiad, Captain \Vallis.

8. L'Alcyon, ofi6guns, captured in the .Mediterranean, on her return from
a fpeciai mission to Alexandria, by the Narcissus, Captain Donnelly.

ii. '! he l.odi brig taken, after an action of half an hour, by the Racoon

brig, in Leogane roads. Five other small vessels were taken by the Racoon
between the jth and ijth of July.

i3. Le Furet lugger privateer, of Boulogne, taken by the Constance, Cap-
tain Griffiths.

1 6. Le Felix schooner privateer, of 16 four-pounders, taken ty the AmaV
on, Captain Parker.

L'Adour French store-ship, of ao guns, taken by the Endymion, Cap-.
tain Paget.

23. L'Oiseau French national schooner, of 1 6 guns, captured off St. Do-

mingo by the Bellerophon, Captain Loring.

Le Leger French national schooner, taken by the Alarm private ship of

War, Captain de 1'urton.

24. Le Duquesne, a French 74, captured by the squadron blockading Cape
Frai.

I,' Aiguille brig, of 16 guns, taken by the Bellerophon, Captain Loring.

25. The Courier de Tcrrc Neuvc privateer taken by the Phntagenet, Cap-
tain Hammond.

La Venus privateer, of Bourdeaui, pierced for 2.8 guns, taken, by hi*

JM-jesty'i ship Thua-
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47. L'Epervitr brig, of 16 guns, taken by the Egyptienne frigate, Captain
C. E. Fleming.

30. L'Atalante privateer, of Bourdeaux, of 120 men and 22 guns, taken by
his Majesty's ship Plantagenet, Captain Hammond.

Aug. i. Le Favori French national lugger taken by the boats of his'. Ma-

jesty'* ship Hydra, Captain Mundy, off Havre.

2. De Haa^je Dutch national brig captured at sea by his Majesty's ship Ca-

roline, Captain Paget, and sent to St. Helena.

6. A letter from Commodore Hood, of this date, states the capture of two

row-boats belonging to Guadaloupe ; one by the government boat of the island

of Dominica, the other by the jolly-boat of l'clair schooner.

Le Messager lugger cut out from within the rocks of Ushant by th

boats of the Ville de Paris.

14. La Fanny cutter privateer taken by his Majesty's ship Jamaica, Cap-
tain Rose.

17. The boat* of his Majesty's ship Cerberus, under the command of Lieu-

tenant Mansel, having made an attack on the enemy's vessels in Concaie bay
and St. Cas bay, cut out one boat out of the former, and seven out of tho

latter place.

Le General Moreau schooner privateer, of 16 guns, captured by the

Endymion.

I.e Desespoir lugger privateer taken by his Majesty's sloop Wasp.

Sept. i. The Papillon corvette, pierced for 12 gunsi les Trois Amis trans-

port, and the Mary Sally schooner, delivered -up to Captain Walker, of tho

Vanguard, on the capitulation of Fort St. Marc, in St. Domingo.

5. Le Courier de Nantes, a small French national vessel, taken by the Van-

guard, Captain Walker.

8. La Sagesse, of 28 guns, captured off Fort Dauphin by the Theseus, Cap-
tain Bligh.

Les Quatre Fils privateer, of Nice, taken off Cape Spartel by the Juno,
Captain Richardson.

L'Espoir privateer, .of 6 guns, captured, and the Two Friends, from

Mogadore to London, recaptured by the Joseph hired cutter, Lieutenant Gib-

bons, in company with the Maria privateer of Guernsey.

jo. La Caille schooner privateer taken by the Bittern sloop, Capt. Corbet.

II. The Lord Nelson Fast Indiaman (captured thirteen days before by a-

French privateer,) was ret.ktn after a smart action by the Seagull.

2. L'Oiseau cutter privateer taken by the Argo, Captain Hallowell.

17. Hippomenes Batavian corvette pierced for i3 guns, and twelve mer-
chantmen, surrendered at the capitulation of Demerara.

20. La Caroline privateer captured by the Constance frigate, Captain
Griffiths, in the Elbe.

The Sapent Batavian national schooner, and five merchantmen, taken

on the surrender of Berbice.

29. A squadron of the enemy's gun-boats proceeding from the eastward to

Boulogne, was attacked by his Alajesty s ship Leda, and two of them driven

Ubhore and destroyed.

An armed sloop taken between Dunkirk and Nieupcrt by the Jackall

gun-brig, Lieutenant Leaver.

Oct. i. L'Avanture privateer of Pourdeaux was captured, and two West
Indiamen retaken, by his Majesty's ship Acasta.

L'Alert privateer brig of Dourdeaux captured by 1'Aigle.

ID. Two armed ketches and a brig were driven on shore in Qmbcron bay
fey

the Aulantc sloop,
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27. Les Sept Frcres privateer driven on shore and destroyed off Dunkirk by
the boats of the Merlin, Captain Brenton.

31. A gun-brig and one <Jf her convoy were driven on shore on the rocks
off Boulogne by the Admiral Mitchell cutter.

Nov. 8. The French national gun-hoat, No. 86, lugger-rigged, was cap-
tured by the Conflict gun-brig, Lieutenant D. Chambers.

15. Thirty sail of French small craft were driven ashore on the rocks of

Cape la Hog>;e by the boats of his Majesty's ship Poulette, with the assistance

of the Liberty brig, and a brig, a lugger, and a sloop taken.

24. Le Vautour French national lugger, of 16 guns, was taken by the

Boadicea, Captain Maitland.

28. La Bayonnaise French frigate, of 32 guns, driven on shore in the bay
of Finisterre (where she blew upj by his Majesty's tnip Ardent, Captain
\Vinthrop.

Dec. 8- Le I.ionnais, French cutter privateer, captured and destroyed by
the Vixen gun-brig, Lieutenant Browne.

i a. Le Vigilant French cutter privateer taken by the Badger Excise cut.

tcr, Captain Gunthorpe.

18. The French national gun-boat, No. 346, taken by the Basilisk gun-
brig, Lieutenant Sbepheard.

19. Four of the enemy's gun-boats, full of troops, driven on shore near

Dunkirk by the Speculator hired lugger, Lieutenant Young.

JANUARY 2O.

r
"jr*HIS day a Session of the High Court of Adrfiiralty was held at

-" the Old Bailey, where Sir W. SCOTT presided, and Doctors

ARNOLD, ROBINSON, and other learned Civilians were present.

Mr. Baron HOT HAM was also present, for the purpose of trying Pri-

soners by the Jury who were summoned for that purpose.

The Grand Jury being assembled, Sir W. SCOTT delivered a short

charge to them, after which they withdrew.

While they were out, Peter Long was brought to the Bar, and the

Clerk of the Arraigns addressed him, saying,
" You were convicted

and attainted, in the High Court of Admiralty, on the 7th of June

1 798, of felony and piracy ; what have you to say for yourself, why
the Court should not award the execution of your judgment ?"

The Prisoner I obtained his Majesty's pardon on condition that

I should transport myself. After I had obtained his Majesty's par-

don, on condition of transporting myself, I went off to my family,

who lived in France. I afterwards traded, and returned to this coun-

try. I made several voyages. I was here last May, at the beginning
of the war, and therefore I was obl'ged to remain in this country
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until I could get a passport. I went to the Mayor of Plymouth, and

made a declaration before him, iaying, that I lived in France, and

that rry 'amiiy was there ; that I wanted to go there. There was

no suspicion of my coming into this country with any bad views.

J wanted to go away as soon as I could. I obtained a passport and I

intended to go to my family in France, but I could not find a neu-

tral vessel to go out in. I was obliged to remain at Plymouth, where

J was stopt and sent up to London."

The Court observed, that whatever effect this account might have

in a higher quarter, they could not give it any, and therefore the

Prisoner was ordered to be remanded in execution of hisjudgment.
The prisoner was remanded accordingly.

The Grand Jury then brought a Bill, not found, against John.

Gilson. There being no other Bill before them, they were discharged;

as were also the oilier Jury, who had been summoned for try-ing

Prisoners.

Seven planers were discharged, on condition they shall appear at

the Admiralty Session when calkd upon, and give evidence against

John Derbyshire and John Goldsmith.

Three prisoners were discharged upon entering into recognizances
of 500!. to appear to take their triah when called upon.

John Gibson was discharged on account of the Bill against him not

buiig found, and his prosecutor being called and not appearing, his

recognizance was ordered to be estreated.

MONTHLY REGISTER.
OF

Cfcents.

POLITICAL RETROSPECT.

44 So-when FHza rei^n'J, Hispania sent

Her fleets against this tempest-guarded land ;

But Heaven's tremendous blast dispers'd their force,
Like chaff before the eddying whirlwind's wings."

Wl LCOCKt.

(Q)F politics, whether foreign or domestic, the past month has

exhibited very little that is new. The First Consul has again
made a tour to the coast, and has again returned to Paris ; but what
his journeying amounts to we have not been able to discover. Cer-
tain it is, however, that his idea of invading England is not relin-

quished ; for, on the contrary, each successive account from the
French and Dutch ports indicates more strongly the

alacrity, vigour,
and extent of his preparations. Conjecture would weary itself by
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attempting to point out the time or place of the attempt j and, unlrss

Ministers should resolve on some offensive operation, we have only
to wait in silent expectation for an event which cannot fail of redound-

ing to the honour of Englishmen.

The armaments of Russia, it now is asserted, are for the protec-

tion of her ally, Denmark. We do not believe that Denmark will

be attacked by Buonaparte ; but, for whatever purpose the Emperor
Alexander may take up arms, it cannot fail of being to the general

interest of Europe.

The disputes between Austria and Bavaria are not, nor are likely

to be, settled : it is still the general opinion, that they are fomented

"by Buonaparte.

The subject which at present most agitates the public mind is the

prospect of a war with Spain. The most recent private advices from

Madrid speak of It as an inevitable event ; and it is known that, a

few days ago, after the sitting of a Cabinet Council, dispatches, sup-

posed to be of importance, were sent to Mr. Frere, the British Am-
bassador at the Spanish Court. We know not what degree of con-

fidence to assign to this speculation. We cannot help wondering,

however, that the present gloomy, disturbed, and unpropltioua

peace has so long subsisted ; and can never reconcile ourselves to the

timid policy which has withholden a more determined line of conduct.

The intelligence from India, respecting the capture of Linois*

squadron, has not been contradicted ; but it is not so generally be-

lieved as at first.

Of naval events in particular, we have nothing farther to observe,

than that the brave and persevering Cornwallis, \vho, by stress of

weather, was compelled to quit his station for a few days, imme-

diately returned to Brest, where he found the French fleet precisely

in stain quo. Various captures of gun-boats, privateers, &c. have

been made, but nothing of importance has occurred.

Mr. Wickham, from the alledged cause of ill health, has retired

from the Secretaryship of Ireland ; and Sir Evan Nepean, the late

Secretary at the Admiralty, has been appointed in his room. Mr.

Marsden succeeds Sir Evan Ntpean, and Mr. Tucker h:is been ap-

pointed Second Secretary at the Admiralty. The Hon. \Vm. Elliot

and Mr. Garthshore have resigned their seats at the Board, and have

been succeeded by John Lemon, Esq. and Sir Harry Burrard Neale.

Since the above was written, intelligence has reached town, that the

French have completely evacuated St. Domingo; that they have sur-

rendered to the British arms ;
and that several ships, and prisoners,

with dollars to a considerabk amount^ have fallen into our possession,

4
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BELL ROCK.

At a general meeting of ihe incorporation of merchants and traf-

-fickers of Leitlx, on the 9th Jan. 1804, the following gentlemen were

elected into office, vk.

ARCHD. GEDDES, Esq. Master.

ASSISTANTS:

JOHN WATSON., Esq. WILLIAM DOUGLAS, Esq.

WILLIAM SIBBALD, Esq. JOHN DUDGEON, Esq.

JAMES SCARTH, Esq. JAMES PILLANS, Esq.

At this meeting the thanks of the irvcorporr.tion, with a handsome

piece. of plate, were unanimously voted to Captain Joseph Brodie, of

his Majesty's navy, for his patriotic exertions and unwearied zeal and

perseverance in erecting a beacon on the Bell Rock.

We re<;ret that a beacon, or light, on the i>ell Rock, the want of

which has occasioned the loss of many valuable lives, and much pro-

perty, has not been long ago erected at the public expense; and

\ve are convinced our readers will be gratified by the following short

statement of what Captain Brodie has so disinterestedly done at his

own expense for the public good.

Captain Brodie long thought the object practicable, .and in De-

cember 1791, he presented to the public the modtJ of a beacon

which was submitted to and approved of by the members of the

Trinity House at Leith, and meeting also with the approbation of the

Lord Provost of Edinburgh, a subscription was proposed to be set oa

foot, to defray the expense of Captain Brodie going to London on the

business, provided he should not meet with support fixm the public
institutions there.

The following letter to the Master of the Trinity House at Leitb,

will shew the reception Captain Brodie met with at the Trinity

House, London :

SIR, Trinity Home, London, 'Jan. 19, 1792.
" Mr. Joseph Brodie has delivered to this corporation your letter of 28th

December last, with the opinion of the incorporation of shipmaster* of I.citfi,

on his models of a heacon with two bells, and a buoy, on a construction to

carry a flag. And Mr. Brodie having attended and explained the wes of

them to the board, I have their directions to acquaint you, that though this land

of beacon might not be useful in all cases, yet there is no doubt it would be of

great service in the Bell Rock.
" With respect to the model of the buoy, the Board being of opinion, that

die construction of it has a great deal of meiit, and thac it may b useful

C>on.<3oI.XI, t
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on those sands which are distant from the land, have directed one to he made

agreeable to the model, and under the direction of Mr. Brodie, in order to

ascertain its utility on one of the sands in the Channel.

I am, &c.
" CHAS. WILDBORE."

Having received this public testimony of approbation! Captain
Brodie was not reimbursed for his expenses, and owing to particular

circumstances, his designs were for a while suspended ;
but this

delay did not diminish his ardour to accomplish his object, and in

1 798, he constructed the model of a beacen of iron, to be covered with

lead to prevent corrosion. This was also submitted to the conside-

ration of the Trinity House at Leith, and sent by Captain Brodie to

most of the towns in Scotland, to London, and several of the sea

ports on the east coast ; and he wrote to the Commissioners of the

Northern Lights, with the model, offering to undertake the erection,

but got no reply.

In 1801 he was called to the command of his Majesty's ship.

Volcano, ordered to join the expedition to the Baltic. At the end

of the war he returned home, and immediately determined to prove

his design practicable, by erecting a beacon at his own expense, to.

ascertain the force of the sea over this dangerous rock. For this

purpose, he embarked in July 1802, on board a vessel, with nine men,

but bad weathtr obliged him to return, after being several days at

sea. He again made the attempt in August, and after some days

dangerous labour, succeeded in fixing a beacon on the rock, which was

visible five miles distant. Although this was scon after stolen, Cap-

tain Brodie was not discouraged ;
but set out a third time, and erected

another, which stood longer than he expected; and, it is said, was the

means of saving his Majesty's brig Kite from being wrecked on the

lock.

About this time one hundred and fifty pounds were subscribed in

Leith and Edinburgh, to assist in defraying Captain Brodie's expenses

in endeavouring to carry his plan into effect on a larger scale ; and in

September 1802, Captain Brodie hired a vessel, and sailed from Leitlr

for the rock, with forty men ; but the weather proving stormy, after

ten days beating about, he was obliged to come back without getting

any thing done. He, however, again embarked, hut only got apart

of the iron work fixed, being again forced to return, after expending

half the sum subscribed. The tempestuous weather prevented his

proceeding till J
llne 1^03, when he once more set out with two

vessels, and, assisted by boats from Arbroath, got two of the spars

erected at the imminent risk of the lives of those employed, 'i he

vessels were put up the Friih, leaving their anchors and cables, and the



OF NAVAL EVKKTl. 75

toau into Craill, by the heavy gales, which also demolished the

greater part of the work on the rock. But so soon as the wind abated,

Captain Brodie again returned to his task, which, as he could not

get any vessel to attend him, he completed in open boats from Ar

broath, 12 miles distant from the rock.

This was the first attempt to mark such a situation, and this

beacon was seen twelve miles off, which is double the distance any
beacon erected on a shoal can yet be seen. The construction is quite

new, and composed as it was almost entirely of wood, it weathered

all the severity of the winter storms, until the tremendous gale of

the 2Oth ult. unfortunately carried the greatest part of it away;
but it sufficiently proves that a similar erection of iron would be

permanent : and we trust that the unremitted exertions, and generous
sacrifice of time and money made by Captain Brodie for the p'ublic

weal, will meet the reward they so deservedly merit. Those who have

property at stake are extremely interested in getting this beacon erected;

and every friend to humanity and his country must be greatly
more so,

in a measure so evidently calculated to preserve the lives of our brav

seamen.

NOTICE TO MARINERS.
There is a temporary lantern erected on the Light-house of the Old

Head of Kinsale, near the entrance to the harbour of Cork, in place of

the late coal-lighr. The light is from oil lamps and reflectors, and may
be observed equally steady in storms and calms, and does not flash and

disappear, like the light from coals.

Courts; partial*

PORTSMOUTH, DECEMBER 30, 1803.
This day a Court Martial was held on board the Gladiator, on Lieu-

tenant R. CRAWFORD, of the Diomede, for abseoting himself from the
said ship without leave. He was sentenced to be reprimanded, and
admonished to be more careful in future.

A Court Martial was also held on JOHN ROBERTS, Purser's Steward
of the Aurora, for having embezzled a quantity of spirits, and selling
it to the ship's company; and on R. PRINCE (who assisted in the
Steward's room), ss an accomplice in the theft. Roberts was sentenced
to be mulcted of his pay, and one year's confinement in the Marshaisea j
and Prince was acquitted.

Lieutenant FORSYTH, late of the Buffalo, at New South Wales, has
beerv trkd by a Court Martial, on charges preferred against him "by
Lieutenant INCUS, of the s;im3 slip, and has been sentenced to be
placed at tie bottom of th; list of" Licur&raots. He was very new tLr
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Jiead of it. Lieutenant Forsyth has applied for z Court Martial on luis

prosecutor, and the witnesses in support of his charges arc on boaru the

Zealand, at the More.

PLYMOUTH, JANUARY 14, 1804.

This day a Court Martini was held on Captain HE ATHCOTE.on board
the flag ship, for the loss of his Majesty's sloop laSufFsar.te, of r-6 guns,
on Spike Island, in the harbour of Cork, on the 2jjrh of December last,

in a violent gale of wind ; when, after hearing the evidence for and

against Captain H-, the Court acquitted him of aay misconduct in the
loss of the said sloop of war.

SHEERNESS, JANUARY 18, 1804.

THIS day a Court Martial was held at Slieerness, on Captain SNELL,.
*nd the Officers of the Avenger, for the loss of the said sloop, oli the
Weser : they were all acquitted but the pilot, who was reprimanded fos

ignorance.

PLYMOUTH REPORT,
TROM DECEMBER, 2J, TO JANUARY, 24,

See. 35. -Sailed la Moucheron, 18 guns, on a cruise to the westward. Came
in from the Downs, the Eagle Excise cutter, Captain Waid. This morning at

'

i o'clock it began te blow a dreadful hurricane at S. W., and at day-break pre-
sented in the Sound, Catwater, and Hamoaze, a frighfol spectacle; several ships
that came ifi yesterday from sea for shelter, and anchored in Catwater at IP
A. M. ran foul of each other; the Malta's prize got en shore rear Deadman's

fcay, and two other vessels are stranded on the beach, providentially no lives

\rere lost; k is hoped if the weather moderates the Malta's prize will be got
off. A man. in going through the gates of the citadel to the lower fort, by the
violence of the wind was forced through, and fortunately escaped inevitabbe

death by the gates suddenly closing. The sea makes a clear breach over St.

Nicholas's island; the lower fort and hinetto batteries of the citadel, and tha

spray is fairly driven over the higher fort at the fla^-staff battery. Fortunately
there is not a ship in the sound of any description. In Cawsand bay the men of
wnr ride very well, being; sheltered by Poulet point. Ore P. iVJ. The gale
still increases with redoubled violence, and a dreadful hollow sea in tbe sound.
Some guns have been fired of distress in Hamoaze ; but it is only some transport
that drove a little.

a6. Arrived the Royal Sovereign, of ito guns, from the Channel fleet,

with the loss of her main and mizen topmast, and the Impetncux, of 80 guns,

Captain Martin, from a cruise off Brest; it is stated that she has sprung all her

masts; also the Doris, of 36 guns, from a cruise. The Channel fleet, from tlis

ale of wind of yesterday, we have reason to fear, may have experienced much

damage, and we may expect to hear of their having bore tip for Torbay, as the

gale was so extremely violent, that it must have been impossible for them to keep
their station. Halfpastfour P. M. this moment going into Cawsai d bay, his-

:y's ship Foudroyant, of So guns, from the Channel fleet, whethtr da-

maged or not we cannot discover. The Malta's prize, wrecked in Catwater,
r.ur Deadman's bay, in the violent storm of yesterday, was IcsDeux Amis
French ship, from Martinique to Bourdeaux, her cargo was 178 hogsheads f

sugar, and 38 casks of offee. She was an old ship, 22 years since she was

launched, aiut was safely moored when the storm began, w.th her anchors and

tables a.head ; so that no blame can attach to the prize-master, who, \viih the

crew, narrowly escaped with their lives. After slit parted, struck, and bilged,
a: live P. M. her stern frame came out bodily, and she soon went to pieces^ bat



OF NAVAL ETEKT9. f7

the cargo was floating in shore, and the weather had moderated, a gnard of

Colonel Longmead's battalion of Plymoncli Volunteers, consisting of a Cap-
tain, two subalterns, and forty rank and file, was turned out, and did duty with

great alacrity all night over the remains of the wreck, though the sentinels were

obliged to fire Several rounds of ball cartridges to keep off the water pirates*
boats, which were skulking in shore to plunder; but tbey thought proper, on

being struck, to sheer off. The sea ran so high at n A.M. that though lOo

guineas were repeatedly offered to any pilot to carry off to the Deux Amis a spar,
cable, and anchor, no one would venture, as the sea made a clear breach over

Victualling point, and both piers, np to the chain posts. A large brig, with

itaves, was also wrecked, and a sloop in Stonehouse Pool. Fortunately there

are as yet no accounts received of any lives being lost. Many houses were un-
roofed bricks, tiles, and shingle stones were Hying about in all directions, to
the annoyance of foot passengers. The squadron of six sail of the line in

Cawsaml bay are ready for the start, if the enemy should be out, at a moment'*

warning. The damage done in Catwater, among the shipping in general, is

very great, by the loss of anchors and cables, and striking against each other in

breaking adrift; many of them got ashore, but in such situations, that after the

gale abated, they were fioated off, with damage to their bottoms, and loss of.

rudder ; other vessels eiperienced a more melancholy fate, and among them
the Unity, Captain Webber, from Liverpool, for Jersey, laden with coals and

pipe staves, which was driven ashore in Deadman's bayr and in less than an hour
was beat to pieces, and the cargo, except a few staves, totally lost : ihe crew of
this vessel were all saved, though one uf them with much difficulty, who was
sick in the cabin, and went down in her; butbythespeci.il inte-vention of

Providence, he floated from thence, and was saved frein that inevitable fate

that seemed to await him. \

27. The gale of wind has again increased with great fury to a hurricane,

accompanied with a heavy hollow sea. Fortunately no damage has yet been
done to the shipping, as they were all prepared against it since the gale
of Sunday last. Some of the hogsheads of sugar of les Deux Amis, wrecked on
Sunday, have been saved. Came in this morning several ships from the Chan-
nel fleet, which they left all well last Saturday on their station. The men of
war which arrived here received some damages in the late gales, but not of
uch magnitude as was first mentioned, though the officers all agree that the
violence of the late storm was, while it lasted, dreadful. The ships arrived arc
the St. Josef, no, slightly damaged in her top-gallant-mast ; Impetueux, 84,

shipped several heavy seas abaft, and sprung her mizen-mast a little; Royal
Sovereign, i ic, sprung her fore top-mast ; Toudroyant, 84, lost her fore top-
lail-yaid and top-giilant-mast, with some slight damage in her upper works;
Doris, ?6, all well. They all came too in Caw sand bay, where, when the wea-
ther moderates, the above damages will be soon repaired, and they will be all

ready to join the fleet again. The .Doris made a signal for assistance to the

telegraph on her arrival hst evening, which was answered; and several lighters
from the Dock-yard were immediately eeut into Cawsand bay, loaded with

spars, spare anchors, cables, cordage, and gims of all sorts, for the u^e of the
men of war, which arrived in Cawsand bay early this morning. The Impe-
tueux, of 80 guns, which came in yesterday, was at one time during the gale on

Sunday last with her quarter-deck guns in the water, and had several of her

upper deck parts driven in by the break of one sea ; she was so much on her
beam ends, that it was feared she never would right. The Royal Sovereign, of
no guns, also experienced great distress, and was accompanied to this port by
the Doris frigate. The Foudroyant, of So gun, was the most to leeward of

any of the fleet, and great fears were entertained for her safety. The Ville dc

Paris, of i u guns, Admiral Cornvvallis, was seen off the Lizard yesterday beat-

ing down to her old station.

28. Came in the Boadicea, of 38 guns, Captain Maitland, from a cruise,
with the loss of mizen mast, main and iore-top-masts. and flying jib boom, by
the very severe gale of wind, ou Saturday last, off the Lizard. The lioadice*
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aw yesterday off the Start, the Villc de Paris, of 1 10 gun*, and two others of trie

Jine, then standing to the northward, supposed to be going into Torbay. The

Boadicea, two day* ago, passed a ship of about 300 tons burthen, with all her

masts gone by the board. Came from Hamoaze to the sound, the Jamaica, of

34 guns; and Pickle of 10 guns. Came in the American brig Friendship,

Captain John Ingraham, from 'New York, for this port, with tar and turpen-

tine; crew all healthy : she has lost all her boats, and other stores that were

moveible, having had them washed off the deck on Sunday last during the

ale ; she has also experienced other damages, by an almost continual gale

from the time she kit New York; this vessel spoke three sail of the line off

fcciUy yestcrcay, it then blowing a heavy gale. There are now in Cawsand

bay ten sail of the line, several of which need much refitting. At six last

evening, the storm gradu.liy subsided, and by eight the wind shifted to

W. N. W. and southed considerably, but the eleven sail of men of war had, by-

way of prevention, struck yards and top-masts, and lay snug. Yesterday the:

1'anny brig, of l-'oole, disabled in her main-top mast, came in from sea, and

got embayed among the breakers, under Withy Hedge in the Sound; in

trying to work into Catwater from the Sound, sha missed stays, and fortunately

ahe let go her anchor, which broaght her up close to the rocks, and the crew

cut away her masts. A signal of distress was flying, when one of the trawl

boats -u ith an anchor and cable worked out from Catwater at half tide, the sea

running very high, and with great difficulty put five men on board her, and

got up a topsail to the stump of the after-mast, and succeeded in towing her

under the Victualling-Office, between the two piers, and this morning the

weather having moderated, she was towed betwixt the pier.heads into Sutton

tool, and moored in safety.

29. It blew a hurricane all night and this morning, at S. \V., and now, two
P. i\1., blows hard. A galliot, name unknown, came in from sea, and in turning-

up Catwater, missed stays, and had nearly gone ashore among the breakers in

Deadman's bay; if the weather moderates, she may ride out the gale ; if not,
he must go ashore, and be broke to pieces. The Niobe, 44 guns, did not come

in yesterday, nor the San Josef, 1 10 guns on Monday : it was a mistake of the
look-cut man. It was the Thunderer, 74 guns, which with the Doris, 36 guns*
makes out eleven sail of men of war riding in Cawsand buy. Vent down from
Hamoaze into the Sound, and sailed directly on a cruise, the Jamaica, 26, and
Pickle schooner, 14.

51. Came in the Cullodcn, 74 guns, Captain Dacres, having experienced the

fuiy of the gale on Sunday and Tuesday last in the I'hannel ; she shipped several

seas, and had a part of her cabin windows knocked in, but no other damage.
Letters received here from Admiral Corn waJlis, dated Z7th, which came yesterday

morning, state, that the Villc de Paris, San Jostf, and Dreadnought, were then
between the Lizard and their station off Brest, for which they were then en-

deavouring to stand forward ; wind S. W. blowing hard. But this morning
an express arrived at the Victualling Office, from Torbay, which states, that the
above vessels were obliged to bear up for that station on Wednesday night, and
arrived there yesterday, all well, after experiencing very dreadful weather. The
killers from the slaughter-house here, set off express to assist the killers at Tor-

bay, in getting fresh beef for them ; and lighters are taken up here to send
round to Torbay, with beer, as the persevering and gallant Cornwall!* talks cf

going to sea, and resuming his station off l.rest in a very few days, and has ac-

tually^ ordered all the ships in Cawsand bay, that can be got ready, to join him
on his appearance off thr* port, at rhc shortest notice. The wind is S. S. W.
and at present there is no chance of its shifting to the eastward

; there need not
therefore be any apprehensions entertained ot the enemy's fleet and transport*

getting out of lirest, while the wind remains in this quarter.

yon. 1^1804 Arrived Count BernstofTDanisli East Indiamen. for Copenhagen,
from Batavia, in damage by the late g-le? of wind. The Foudroyant, 84, ran
down a Dutch gjlliot in the Channel, but the crew were saved. Came in, a

pejfdtt wreck, Aulantc, 16 guns, from a cruise off the const of France j she
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IoTier main and mizen top-masts, and threw all her guns overboard to lighten
fcer; fortunately she cleared off shore, and arrived safe in the Sound.

i. An expres* arrived here this morning to Admiral .Sir
J. Colpo^s,

K. B. and to the Victualling Office, from the galhnt Admiral Cornwall)';, dated

yesterday noon, Torbay, stating that he was then getting under weighforhis sta-

tion off Brest, with the Viile de Paris, 1 10, San Josef,
I 10, and Foudroyant, 98,

two frigates, and two gun-brigs; they were joined off this port by the Neptune,
98, Captain Drury, and Colossus, 74 Wind L. S. E. weather moderate. The
kill:rs of cattle for the contractors for the fleet arrived just now from Torbay;
when they left the bay yesterday at noon, Admiral Cornwallis was clear of it

with his little jquadron. perfectly refined.

3. Sailed to join Admiral Cornwallis's fleet of Brest the Colossus, of 74
guns; the Prince, 98, Capt. Grindall; 1'Aigle, 44; Acasto, 48, Capt. Wood]
and Endymion, 44, Hon. Cjpt. Paget, are all warped down- to the lower

nioorings, where they must remain till there is more wind, as it it now quite
calm, and like a summer's day. The King's pilots went on board the ships last

night, but returned at ten A. M. on shore, as they could make no hand of it, and

particularly as the Prince is a heavy s-hip, and draws a great deal of water
Went up the harbour to repair her damage, the Boadicea. of 44 guns, Capt.
Dashwood. The Venerable, of 74 guns, is completely stripped, and ready t

go into the first vacant dock. The docks of this yard are quite full of ships,

repairing for active service. Remain in Cawand bay the toudroyant, of 84
guns. Royal Sovereign, of 1 10 guns, Terrible,of 74 guns, Inapetueux, of 84 gi:::=,

Aiars, of 74 guns, Conqueror, of 74 guns, Minotaur, of 7.} guns. In tarn Pool,
Doris, of 44 guns. I he ships in the bay are getring ready fast, and will join

singly the Channel fleet, according to the order ol the gallant Cornwallis, when
he passed the port on Sunday last.

4. Last night the Terrible, of 74 guns, Captain Lord H. Paulett, had a blue
Pter flying at the fore all day, as a signal for all officers to join the Chann-1
fleet. At rive P. M. last evening the Endymion, of 44 guns, Hon. Captain
Paget, and Acasta, of 48 guns, Captain Wood, succeeded, as thrre was some
wind, in warping into the Sound; also sailed to join the Channel fleet. At
noon a beautiful new-built ship, the Wembury, of this port, laden with sundry
prize goods for London, viz. cotton, spirits, vitriol, &.c. lying in Hamoazs,
was discovered to be on firn below; the floating engines of the Dock yard were
soon un.ier weigh, and ail the boats of tiic men of war, to tow her on the west

mud, Milbrook Lake: this was effected, 2nd she was soon aground, out of
reach of doing aay mischief to the men of war or the Dock-y.t:d. It i sup-

posed she will burn and smother to the water's edge, as the nature of her cargo
makes it difficult to extinguish the fire or smoke of these combustible, article,

though the great floating engine was of essential service. . lie is now, 4 P. . .

smoking midships, and presents an awful spectacle. It is providential this acci-

dent did not happen in the night, as it nnglit have been of serious consequence
to the men of war, &c.

5. This morning the Prince, of 98 guns, C.iptsin Grindall, went down the

harbour in a fine stile, all the boats of the master's attendant and yard beinjj

present on the occasion ; she came to in Cawsand bay: in consequence of which
Rear-Admiral Lrine, as second in command, shifted his flag to the Temeraire,
of 98 guns, Captuin T. Harvey, alruoit reaciy for sea, only waiting for mrrt

hourly expected round from Liverpool, failed to join Admiral C'ornwa1iis'

fleet, the Alii'ut.iur, ol 74 gun?, Captain Marsficld. lilue Peter is still flying on
rward the ship* in L:I.-. Miid bay, of which there are now only six sail of the lin

left; viz. Royal Sovrrc-gn, ot i r; ?uns; impetucux, of 84 guns ; Mars, of 74
gun*; Fouilroyanr. of ^4 >;uns; Conqueror, u'. 74 gun*; and Prince, of 98 guns.
The fire on ho;id the >v cmnury was go: under at j P. M. yesterday, by great
exertions-, the damage, it is supposed, will net he so great as v. a-, at first appre-
hcu^ed, though, lud the fire happened in the uigat, the consequence juijjln
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have been fatal to the shipping to leeward. She had gone from Catwater in

the morning' to Hamoaze to wait for convoy, when the accident was first dis-

covered. Sailed for Exmouth, with prize goods, viz. oil, vitriol, brandy, &c.

the Favour, Goreman ; and Hannah and Susan, Halman.

7. Came in a French cbaue maree, with brandy, prize to one of our cruiser*

on the coast of France. The Foudroyant, of 84 guns, Rear-Admiral Gravei,

and Mars, of 74 guns, Captain J. Sutton, attempted to sail last night 5 but the

\vind had quite lulled, and was then, as it is nosv, a stark calm. It is supposrd,
when it freshens, the above ships will sail direfUy. The trawl boats spoke the

West India convoy off the Edystone two nights since under the Courageux, of

74 guns, Rear-Admiral Dacres, all well, standing down Channel, wind scanty,

but fair.

8. Dispatches have been received at this port, from the gallant Cornwall's,

dated last Wednesday, and also from Officers of different ships, which mention

bis safe arrival off Brest, on his station, with the Ville de Paris, of iio

guns, his own ship , St. Josef, of no guns; and Dreadnought, of 98 guns; and
was joined by the few ships that separated, and had stood to the westward when
the gale commenced; he has since been joined also by five sail of the line from

Cawsandbay; and this morning the Impetueux, of 84 guns, Captain Martin,
sailed to join Cormvallis, having refitted her damages. When the indefatigable
naval hero appeared off Brest, he found that the French squadron in the outer

road, frigates and transports, hid most gallantly maintained their sialicfi against the

fait of -wind, and were actually found in thrtu quo, drying their sails, &c.

from the effect of the late storm. Came in the Santa Margaretta, of 3 6 guns,
from a cruise in the Channel. She did notreceive any damage in the gale of the

Z5th and 27th ult. Came i the Teutonia, of and from Embden, Captain M.
Bandeluim, for Surinam, laden with sundry merchandise. Sailed the Mars, of

74 guns, to join the Channel fleet. Came in the Leander, of and from Great

Yarmouth, bound to Dublin; and Eagk, of Ipswich, from ditto, bound to this

port, both laden with barley : they were captured last week off the Deadman,
by the SuwarrofT French privateer of Dunkirk, and recaptured on the coast of

France by the Jamaica, -of 24 guns, which ship is also arrived.

9. It has blown all night a dreadful gale of wind at S. W., but it has abated

this afternoon. A sloop is supposed to be wrecked under the rocks of the

Citadel, which tailed for Guernsey yesterday, before the gale, as a mast and
several pieces of a vessel, with rriany empty ankers of seven -gallons and a half,

\vere found this morning washed ashore by the surf on the rocks of the Hoe, and

every soul perished. Came in this morning to Cawsand bay, a line of battle

ship ; but it blew so hard, could not learn her name; but from her length it i<

supposed to be the IrnpetHcux, of 84 guns, which sailed yesterday, and was
forced back by the tremendous gale of last night. Came in the Loire, of 4$

guns, with the loss of her mizen-mast, which she carried away in chase of a

large French frigate west of Scilly .some days since. The Charwell, of 18 guns,

Captain Dumare&que,^which came in on Friday, sailed on Saturday night,
and put hack this morning, from the violence of the gale of wind. Remain in

Cawsand bay as before, and in the Sound, the Niobe, of 40 guns ; Loire, of 58

guns; Santa Margaretta, of 36 guns; and Charwell, of 18 guns. Five P. M.
The gale much abated. Wind W.

10. Arrived la Loire frigate from a cruise, with the loss of mizen-mast.
Sailed the Jamaica frigate oil a cruise.

1 i. The different ships in Cawsand bay are now just ready for sea, and will

ail the first fair wind to join Admiral Cornwall is' b fleet off Brest.

iz. Arrived from the Channel fleet, the San Josef, of nz gum, Rear-
Admiral Cotton, to repair the damage she received in the late gales of wind;
and as the gallant Cornwallis has now with him thirteen sail of the line, several

frigates, sloopi of war, und cutters, the ian Josef, of Jiz guns, was ordered into
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Cawsand bay, where .-he will soon be ready to join the fleet again : she left the

fleet all we!! on Monday last, and the French fleet in itatu quo. Rear-Admiral

Brine, of the red division, who has l.
; iind Port-Admiral here, is

appointed Commissioner for paying ships afloat in Cawsand bay, the Sound, and

Hamoaze, vice Rear-Admiral Dacres, who goes to th<" West Indies as second in

command. Came in a rich Eatavian East-Jndiarnan, five mouths from Batavia,
for Amsterdam, laden with silks, cinnamon, pepper, &c. valued at ico

prize to the Mayflower privateer, of London, and was captured steering for a

Spanish port.

14. Yesterday evening arrived his Majesty's frigate Naiad, of 38 guns, Cap-
tain Wallis, afrer a cruise of fifteen weeks o.T Ferrol and Corunna, duriiiir which
slu- experienced many heavy gales of wind and very bad weather ; yet the pre-
spvcring' and gallant Pellew, with h\< squadron, kept his station throughout the

whole of the dreadful hurricane off the coast of Spain. The Naiad left Sir

Edward and his squadron ail well on their station so late ss last Sunday, corsist-

r the following ships, viz. Tonnant, of 84 guns, Sir E. Ptllcw, Bart. ;

Malta, 84 guns, Captain Butler-; Spencer, of 74 guns, Hon. Captain Stop-
frrd; Ganges, of 74 guns, Captain Freemantle; I.ragon of 74 guns, Captain
Griffith ; Ardent, of 64 guns, Captain Winthorp; Hussar, of 36 guns, Captain
P. S. Wilkinson; Nimble cutter, of 14 guns, Lieutenant and Sheer-

ness cutter, of 14 guns, Lieutenant Lessly ; they were then close in with the

harbour of Ferrol Positive o: tiers have been received by the French Admiral
in that port from the French Government to effect a juncticn with the Corunna

squadron at all risks; but the active vigilance of Sir J' dward Pellew and his

sqaadron, notwithstanding the h^avy gr.ies of wind which have blown him
several times off his station, lias efftcrually prevented the intended junction of

the two squadrons. The Dragon, of 74 guns, Captain Griffith, whkL -

from Cawsand bay to join Admiral Conuvaliis, was dorached by him to r^.n-

force ' :

ir K. Pellew. The ISaiad carrit.i dispatches to the gallant Admiral, and
found him all well with his s-quadron off I'shant on Tuesday, and left hit:-: nn

Tuesday evening. The French squadron in Brest outer road, from ;I.c

report of the in-shore look-out ships, had not made the least indication of any
movement .

]$. Tfie Dutch Fast-Indiaman, cnptur-.-d by the Mayflower privateer, was
seen by part of Commodore Sir t. Pdlcw's squadron, in the hurricane of the

25'J), towards the evening, but night favoured her escape, and :n the course of
two days she fell into the hands of the above privateer; she is extremely
valuable, and is 600 tons burthen : sbe is gone up Hatnoazc. The 1 lora, of
New York, with a cargo, supposed Dutch property, sent in here, detained by
the Acasta, 40 guns, Captain Wood, is released, and ship and cargo restored to

the owners.

17. Several volunteers and impressed men have arrived, and are distributed

among the ship* fitting for sea in Hamoaze ; some hundreds more are hourly

expected The Venerable of 74 guns, was towcV; into clo.k, last nij>ht, by
torch-light : should she want much repairs, it is ti, ought her Officers and crew-

will be paid off : at present, they are on board the Rippon. The Planta^rm-t,
of 74 guns, was forced into Penzance bay in the gale of the 2$th ult. ; but her

gallant Commander, the Hon. Captain de Courcy, sailed a^.iin, .is soon as the
weather permitted, to regain his station off Brest, where, unsupported, he

lutely blocked up the French squadron for two cLys, in the discharge of which

important duty he was found by the ships, as they joined, alone on his station,
as if the look-out ship of the in- shore squadron.

19. The Boadicea, of 44 guns, Captain Dashwood being quite ready for sea,

went down the harbour into the Sound, there to wait lor lurrhcr orders as to

her destination. Came in from a cruise to the westward, the Pegasus, and with
a convo>/, the Eagle hxcise cuitcr, from the eastward.

21. Came in from off Brest, in damage, the Dreadnought, of .8 guns; Nep-
tune, of 98 guns (main top mast gone); Plantagenct, of74gun*; u frigate,
Dime unknown ; the Plover, oi' 16 guns; it bkn\s so hard v. c cauiiot learn what

. &ron. ffloI.XI. M



8i VtOMTHLY REGISTER

rpv.'s thi-y brlno Arrived the Indefatigable, of 44 gun?. Captain \Toore. I 35t

cvmiiig the wind veered to S.s.K. and blew with a fury, if possible, more vio-

rntth^n in the hurricane of the zjth u!t.; it increased to a violent tempest be-

fore ten o'clock, accompanied with a heavy rolling
1 hollow sea ; the men of war

in Cawsand bay and the t-'ound rode hard, but had struck yards and topmasts;
the frigates in the latter roadstead began to drive, and were obliged to veer

away more caMes; one of them, the Boadicea, of 44 guns, run foul of la Loire,
of 48 gun?, Captain Maitland ; she was obliged to cut away her forcimst and

bowsprit; on clearing the wreck, distinguished both frigates; si;d la . OTC let-

ting go another anchor was brought Hp under Vichy Lcdgr : h.-nigh
all the ships rolled gunnel, and sometimes head un The Jane
crs, of Plymouth, laden with tar, turpentine, &c. from thence for Liverpool, is

on shore on Stokes bay to the Eastward of Plymouth, totally wrecked, and the

captain and crew drowned. A yard lighter, which, 0:1 hearing signals cf dis-

tress, was gning dowu the rurb ur with spare cables, anchors, spars, &c. n-.i->eJ

stays near the rocks of Two Caves, umitr the Hoe. In endeavouring to get
into Mill bay, to avoid the fury of the st< rm. she 'truck on a ledge of rocks,

bilged, and went down. Two men were drowned, and two others thrown oa
the rocks by a violent sea, which left them nearly breathless. Towards morn-

ing the gjle abated a littlf-, but the sea exhibited a melancholy and fi ightful

spectacle; wrecks of all descriptions floating about, viz. mast.*, bo \-sprits,

jards, top-masts, &c. Cs' quite covered with the remains of some
trawl boats, and lighters which went down at their anchors, and were drove on
the rocks. A Swedish brig cut away her masts, and an English brig bilged on
the rocks near Tourn Chapel. The sea made a breach over a hoi>e a: Tcat's-

J.ill. Both piers on the counterscarp ditch ure carried away, and the root of

the citadel. Most of the houses in the citadel were unroofed, and several hou-
ses in the town in the same situation. Chimnies were blown on several >ky-

lights, which were demolished, and bricks, pantiles, and shingle stones were

fi) ing in all directions. Arrived the Berwick, Welsh ; and the Two Friends,
from Earbadors. They sailed from Tortola on the jd of December, in com-

pany with 5 1 sail, under convoy of the Winchester man cf war, and parted abouc
a month since.

22. The effects of the late tempest, as far as can yet be learnt, have been
dreadful, The Fearless gun-brig, No. iz. Lieutenant Williams, and a dock-

yard lighter, were obliged to cut from Cawsand bay, and were both driven

or. the rocks ntar Redding point, where all hands must have perished but f; r

the caution and active assistance of some Cawsand fishermen with lanthorns and

ropes. The Salvador del M undo, of 112 guns, the flag-ship in Hamoazc, ac-

tually, by the violence of the wind, dragged her moorings twice her length in

Hamoaze. A brig was seen water- logged off Whitsar.d bay, with four men
Jashed to the stump of her mast above water, with signal of distress flying; hut
she foundered, as no assistance could be rendered her from the violence of the

storm. 1 he gale might be termed a whirlwind, as it blew several empty legats
and pipes, from the victualling- office quay into Catwater, and two pipes were

actually blown into the air, like balloons, and hurled over the pier into Suttou

Pool. Came in a tender with men for the fleet from the westward, and was
in the gale of Thursday night. The master declare^, that the roar cf elements

was so violent at one period, that it seemed as if the horizon had been the

mouth of a cannon fired off, the noise nearly stunning him and his people.
The men of war which came in yes erday were, the Neptune, of 98 gun ; '1 er-

riblc, of 74 guns; Plar.tagenet, of 74 gucs ; Impcrieuse, of 38 guns ;
the Plo-

ver, of 18 guns; Swiftsure, of 16 guns; and Seagull, of 1 8 guns.

23. Came in from Beerhaven bay, the Northumberland, of 74 gars, Hon.

Captain Cochranc. She left Rear-Admiral Sir R. Calder and the British squa-
dron, all well, a few days since, but they had experienced very rough weather in

the late gzles of wind. The Northumberland brings the pleasing and satis-

factory account of the safe arrival there of the Spartiate, of 84 guus, Captain
Manlcy, OF the jfit'.i instant, after having been missing from Commodore Sir-

E. Pellcw' ince the t4th ult., the day previous to the hurricane of

.: was fecn to leeward by a part of Sir <1 ward's squ;.'

4
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Crea* apprehensions have been entertained for her safety, which are now pro-

videntially done away by her arrival at Beerhaven, afcer experiencing very foul

weather, for upwards of three weeks in the western ocean Yesterday la I, oire,

of 48 guns, I'apfiin Maitland, damaged in the tempest of Thursday night, got

up a stump of a jury fore-mast, and went up the harbour to re<":t, and get in a

new bowsprit and fortmast, carried away on Thursday last by the Bbadicea, of

44 gun*, running on board her \vhcn all the frigates dragged their anchors in

the Sound by the violence of the wind and sea. La Loire was full of naval

stores of every description for the squadron on the Irish station, which will, of

course, be put on board some other frigate ready for sea. The Plantagenet, of

74 guns, Hon. Captain de Courcy, split the greater part of her sails to pieces in

the violent gale of Thursday night. Went up the harbour to refit, the Pegasus,
of 28 gun-. Four P. JVI. The weather begins to assume a gloomy appearance ;

it blows hard- at S. W. Came in 1'Aigle, of 44 guns, from a cruise; and the

Rambler, of 18 guns, Captain Innes. The latter brig has been missing some
time past, having been driven to the westward in [he late gales. She came to

in Cawsand bay. Arrived the American ship Suffolk, of Richmond, Captain
H. Moore, from Virginia, for orders. She first touched at Falmouth, and sailed

thence for Bourdeaux, where no -communication with the shore was permitted,
on account of her having touched at an English port ; sailed again to Falmouth,
and thence returned to Bourdeaux

;
but the smie cause existing there as before,

she sailed for this port, and is now performing quarantine.

24. Came in with dispatches from the Hon. Admiral Cornwallis, trie Eagle
cutter, 14 guns, Captain Adams: ehe left all well last Sunday, off the 1. .

endeavouring to gain their station off Brest, the Ville de, Paris, 112, Hon. Ad-
miral Cornwallis; Dreadnought, 98, and Colo-sus, 74, having encountered the

fury of the hurricane of the igth, and obliged to bear away, but without re-

ceiving damage. Went up the harbour to refit, the Indefatigable, 4^, Captain
Moore. By accounts from the coast above Y/inbury, near the holt Tail, the

remains of a large brig was seen wa ched on the sands, supposed in the gale of
the igth, and all hands perished. Several chests of books, mostly good editions

of the classics, have been washed ashure, but no trace is found as yet where she

was, or where she came from; there were also on board, which washed ashore,
several boxes of gilt paper, &c.

PORTSMOUTH REPORT,
FROM DEC-EMBER 26, TO J AN'UAKY 24, 1804.

Dec. 26. Arrived the Decade and Tribune frigates from a cruise, and \VoU
Yerine sloop of war, with two transports, from Plymouth. Sailed the Cerbeius
on a cruise.

27. Arrived the Britannia cutter, Lieutenant Smith, with dispatches frorvi

Sir James Snumarez, at Guernsey. Came in ti*? Sylph sloop of war, Captain
Goat, from a cruise ; and the Eling schooner, fiom the Downs. It has blown

very hard the whole of this day ;
but without any damage to the shipping at

Spithead. The Argo if repairing the damages which she received by a \\e-c

Indiaman running foul of her. The rionude, of joyuas, Captain Larcorn, is

ordered to join Lord Keith, in the Downs. The West India ships remain at

Spithead without any convoy. It is supposed the sauic ;v,-n ships (Coura^.ux
and Reinard) will be re-appointed as soon as we have recovered from the panic
of Friday last.

28. Arrived the Britannia cutter, from XVeymouth. Wind S. \V.

30. It is reported that an armed brig came in at the west of the Isle of \Vi<
;-l.t

yesterday afternoon, with a pendant and ensign, passed thrown, Spithead, -Mid

went out at the east end. Notwithstanding she w;is several tiim - fired at, she
did not bring to ; it is also reported that she carried .iwaya boat and some people
in it. Sailed this day his M-ijt^ty's ship I'Egypticnne, the Hon. Caj tain Fle-

lyiing, witfi sealed orders. The Venus nn.' -V.'-ora frigates have a signal for

sailing. Arrived the Roebuck privateer ;
of Lt judon, fiom u scveu

cruise.
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3 r. Admiral Caere* continues at St. Helen's, whither ne was ordered by
Telegraph la.-.t week. '1 lie Uenard, which is to convoy the Jamaica ship

1

;, is

not returned from the coast of France. Orders have bt-en received for the ?vion-

taguc, ct 74 guns, Captain Otv/ay, (which wa- commissioned U ct week,) to be

got ready with all possible dispatch. '1 he, ship Towiisend, bound to Dominica,
dniv't on siiore to tJie eastward of .^outh 'eu Castle, in the g.i!e of Sunday last,

where she is bilged: the crew were previously tnken ou:. In the same gale the

ship Matthew, bound to Jamaica, i;rove foul of the Argo, Captain Hallowcil,
and carried away her bovvspiit, yards, ike. The Argo is since repaired.

Jan. z, 1804. This morning sailed his Majesty's ship Couraireux, 74 gnns,
Admiral Dacres ; and Reynard, 18 guns Hon. Ciprain Cathcart, with a very

large convoy for the West Indies. This fleet is joined by at least 40 sail from
the Bowns this morning they have all proceeded on their voyage. '1 In- fol-

lowing s-Jvps
are left behind, as they have r,ot been able to git their dumages re-

paired, viz. The Samuel, Shugrew ; Trii.idad, Smith ; hagk\ Critchell
;
and

Jane, Hyndman. Sailed the Experiment, ;

aptain Withers, with female con-

victs, for liotuny Bay; the America, Robinson, (mast ship,} for Liverpool;
and the Sarah Ann, Goodfellow, transpoit, for Weymouth. The three follow-

ing transports have been ordered for Guernsey with troops Hercules, Friends

Goodwill, and Collins. Sailed also his Majesty's ship Argo, 50 guns, Captain
Hallowcil, with Elfi ^ ey, for l''gypt. /

3. Yesterday evening an express arrived here, stating that a part of the

Trench b^rus. with troops, had certainly sailed; in consequence of which Ad-
miral Hulloway, one of the Port- Admirals, instantly went down to ^t. Helen's,
and hoisted his flag on board the Windsor Castle, of 98 guns. We are inclined

to think it is only some of the boats running from one port to another in France.

This day arrived his Majesty's ship Fortunee, of 40 guns, Captain Vansittart,
from the eastward. She is ordered to be fitted for foreign service. Also arrived

his Majesty's ship Champion, ofjigUDB, Captain Bromley, from a cruise.

4. Arrived the Hindostan store ship, Captain Ic Gro, from the Downs.
She will sail in a few days with the '1 hibbe frigate, Captain bheppard, to the

Mediterranean.

5. His Majesty's ship Diomede, is appointed Admiral Sir James Saumarez's

flag ship, to be stationed at Guernsey, and will proceed there to-morrow.
The Leviathan, of 74 guns, Captain Bayntun, is out of dock, and will be ready
for sea very scon. A convoy for the Mediterranean will sail from hence in a

few cays. Arrived the Friends, \\ooldridge, from Jersey, with Fiench pri-
soners. '1 his morning, nt ten o'clock, a signal was made from the Royal Wil-

liam at Spit head for a boat fiom each ship, manned and armed, to attend the

punishment of a marine, who was flogged through the flee: for desertion ; after

which he was sent on shore to Hasier Hospital.

6. Arrived the Falcon revenue cutter, from a cruise.

8. Yesterday sailed the Diojnede, of 50 guns, Captain Dennman, for Jersey,
to receive Admiral Sir James r-aumarez's flag ; sevczal transports, with reciuits

for the Army of Reserve, sailed under her convoy.

9. Arrived the PIu'o (en flute), Captain Forbes vith convoy, from the

Downs; the FJ-gard frig-ate, Captain Lord Mark Kerr. from St. Helm's; and
the Orpheus frigate. Captain Hill, from Ireland. A large ship has anchored at

St. Helen's, supposed to be the Diomede. which sailed for Guernsey on --atiir-

d.iy, put back from contrary winds. Arrived from St. Helen's, at Spithead, the

Speedy brig.

1^. Arrived the Mermaid from a -cruise; and Cyclops frigate from the

Straights, and is under quarantine. 'I he Hound sloop of war has a signal for

g^iling
with the *h:p bound to the West Indies. Wind S. E.

II. Wind S. F.. thick weather. Arrived the Isis man of war, of 50 guns,
f o.vi the- eastward. The '1 hisbc frigate's crew was paid this day, and the Ve-
jius ditio yes-?m!ay.

ti Thi>. morning arrived his Majesty's ship 'sis, of ;O guns, Captain Lord
^roin the Downs station, to remain here till furthc. orders. His Maj-.s:y'6 ship
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Cyclops, of 3 2 guns, Captain Tyffe, lately returned from Malta, was yesterday
cleared from quarantine

13. Arrived the Ambuscade and Charon frigates, with a fleet of about 30

sail, under convoy from the Mediterranean. Wind S. W. Two hundred con-

victs, on board the hulks, have petitioned to be allowed to serve in the army
and navy.

14. This morning arrived his Majesty's ship Charon, 40 guns, Captain Dru-

ry, with the following transports under her convoy, from Malta, viz. Lord

Llden, Captain Druon ; Isabella, Anderson; i!ope, West; Apollo, Rollis;

Ceres, Read; Bailey, \Vilson; Salus, Robson ; Antelope, Bayne ;
and Boyne,

Smith. Also a number of merchant ships from the Mediterranean. The trans-

ports and Charon are under quarantine at the Motherbank. The Cyclops, Cap-
tain Fyffe, sailed with the merchant vessels for the i 'owns. Sailed the Britannia

cutur for Jeisey. His Majesty's ships Windsor Castle, of 98 guns, Captain
Bertie ;

and Princess Royal, 98 guns, Captain Vashon, are under orders to join
the Channel fleet.

17. This morning sailed from St. Helen's, his Majesty's ships, Princes*

Royal, g8 guns, Captain Vashon, and Windsor Castle, 98 guns, Captain Ber-

tie, for Plymouth, to be paid, from rhtnce to join the Channel fleet. The Fis-

gard frigarc, commanded by Lord Mark Kerr, is appointed to reinforce the

West India convoy. Sailed his majesty's ship Venus, 32 guns, Captain Mal-
bon, for IreUnd. A number of the crew of the Ambuscade is to be turned

over to the Montague, of 74 guns. Arrived the George, Cuiimand; Dolphin,
Sawyer; Atlas, Riddle; Ceres, Willington ; Hope, Lee; from Oporto. They
sailed from Oporto, in company with the following vessels, viz. Defiance, Nick-

als; Ann, J,ven ; Syren, C odner ; .Sisters, Vickery ; Penelope, Hodge; Lon-

don, Robert; Elizabeth, Gary; Jupiter, Ewing; siid the Mary Ann, Boyle ;

from Oporto, under convoy of the Impetueux. Sailed the Megaria fire-ship ;

Peterell sloop of war, Venus and Aurora frigates on a cruise. Wind S. W.

19. This day sailed from St. Helen's, on a cruise, the Megaera fire ship, Cap-
tain Duff. Pettcrell sloop of war, which last evening sailed from Spithead,
came to anchor at St. Helen's, where she now remains.

20. Yesterday it blew a very hard gale at S. W.and his Majesty's ships "Wind-
sor Castle, of 98 guns, Captain Berie-, and Princess Royal, of 98 guns, Captain
\ aMion, which sailed on Wednesday, were obliged to return to St. Helen's.

His Majesty's -hip Champion sailed this afternoon., with a convoy, for the

Downs, among which were several homc-w^rd boui.d merchant ships from the
Mediterranean and Oporto. The West India and Oporto convoys are detained

by contrary winds. This evening arrived his Majesty's ship Decade, with dis-

patches from Admiral Sir James Saunnrcz, from Jersey.
si. General SirC. Green, and Brigadier-General Hughes, arrived here last

night to take their pu^age to Barbadoes, in the I ortur.c'e frigate, Captain Van-
sittjrt, which will sail the first fair wind. The Hisgard frigate, Captain Lord
M. Kerr, is appointed, with the Hound, convoy to the West Indies. The In-

constant frigate, Captain Dickson, is ordered on the const of Africa. She hasa
number of convicts on board, from the hulks at Woolwich, who were reprieved,
to serve in the island of Goree. Accounts have been received from Admiral Sir

James Saumarez, announcing the capture of a considerable number ot the ene-

my's vessels, by the squadron under his command on the Jersey station. '1 he
Jane, from St. 'I homas's, bound to the Kibe, laden with sugar and coffee,

is scut into this port by the Hydra frig.ite, Captain Mundy. This morning the

Melpomene frigate, Captain Oliver, sent into this port the brig Oevenun, from
Lisbon, bound to Dieppe.

23. This morning sailtd his Majesty's ship, Sylph. 18 guns, Captain Gorte,
on a cruise. Arrived the Hydra frigate, Captain Mundy, with the loss of her
main yard in a tornado last night off" Cherbourg. General : ir C. Green and
Hughes embarked this morning on board the Fortunce frigate, Captain Van-
sittart, for Barbadoes ; but us the wind is foul, she will not be f.ble to sail.

1 ast night arrived tlie Ann, Fenwick, from Demarara, bound to London
; she

sailed under convoy of the Chichester man of war, and parted company in a
dreadful gale of wind at S. W. in jibt-ut lat. 42. or 33. long. 44. and a few days
afterwards fell in with the Bacchus and the Matilda, two of the fleet, veil.
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24. Arrived the Brothers, Barr, from Jamaica ; Cumberland man c-t war,
and Chichester frigate, from the West Indies ; and the Hydra frigate from a

cruise, failed the >ylph sloop of war on a cruise ; and the Pheasant sloop of

war, with the Ardent transport, with troops for Gibraltar, under convoy as far

as Weymouth. Sailed the Orpheus frigate, Captain Hills, to watch the port of

Cherbourg.

Promotions anti appointments.

Captain V. V. Ballard, to the Berschenjere, vice Mansdl.

Captain T. Bayley, to the Inflexible.

Captain G. Argles, to the Trusty.

Captain G. Cocks, to. the Etna.

Captain R. Thomas, to the Thunderer ; and

Captain Roberts, to a command of the Sea Fenciblcs in Ireland.

The following promotions have taken place in the Royal Marine Corps :

Colonel G. i.lliott, to be Colonel Commandant, viie Avarne, retired upon full

pay; Colonel J. 1-letcher, to be second Colonel Commandant, vice Elliott
;
and

J. Young, te be Colonel, vice Fletcher, promoted. To be Majors, G. Ball,

vice Young ; J. Creswell, vite Desborough, appointed to Chatham Division ;

and W. Bir.ks, vice Farmer, promoted to Plymouth. Captaia Lieutenant Mir-

ling, to be Captain, vice Peers, deceased. Lieutenants G. Baile, and J. Jack-

son, to be Captain Lieutenants, vice Glaise and iNoble, promoted.

Ensign Barren is appointed Adjutant to the Detachments at Hilsea Parracks,

, vite Stevenson, who is appointed Adjutart to the ist Royal Garrison Battalion.

Captain Downman, to the Diomede, (vice Lurcom) appointed to be the fijg

hip of Sir James .^aumarez, at Guernsey.

Captain W. Losack, to the Beaver, vice Pclly.

Captain Pelly to the Romulus, vice Losack..

Captain F. Mason to the Rattler.

Lieutenant Mason, to the Rose cutter.

lylr. Allen to be Purser of the Princess Royal.

Captain M'Guire, to the signal post at Cork ; and

Lieutenant Ross, to the Impress service in London.

The Hon. Captain G. Elliott is appointed to the Maidstonc, vice Mowbray,
appointed to the Active.

Captain W. H. Bennett, to the Tribune, vlee Towry indisposed.

Captain P. Malcolm, to the Royal Sovereign, vice Curry.

Mr. John Allen, to be Surgeon of the Princess Royal.

Captain C Rowley, to the Medusa.

Captain Durham, to the Ambuscade, at this port.

Captain Master, to the Meteor.

Captain Farquhar, to the Acheron.

Captain T. Wells, to the Windsor Castle, at this pori, vice Bertie.

Burke, Esq. to b: Purser of the Victory.

George 1'arker, Lsq. to be a Commissioner of the Navy.

Captain Coffin, to be Commissioner of Plymouth Dock Yard, in the room of

Captain Fanshawe, superannuated.
Hon. Captain Grey, to the Royal Charlotte Yacht, and the command of the

vessels in the river Thames.

Captain Foote, to the Princess Augusta.

Captain Pellew, to the Naiad, vice Wallis.

Captain }-vans, to the Sea Fcncibles at Cork; and

Captain Humphries, to the Protpero.
Mr. John Allen, hte of the Princess Royal, to be Surgeon of the Royal So-

gn.
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BIRTHS.

On the i6ih January, at Bedgrave Hall, Suffolk, the Lady of Rear-Admiral

Wilson, of a daughter.

Lately, at Funtington, Sussex, the Lady of Sir James Duff, of a son.

Larely, at \Volton House, the Lady of Captain Tremenheere, of the Roy;*l

Marines, of a son.

At Sir Home Popham's, York-place, Portman- square, Lady Popham, of a

daughter.

MARRIAGES.
On the zgth December, at St. Luke's Church, Chelsea, Richard Longfield

Davis, l
;

!>q. R N. to Miss Rebecca Mary Marshall.

On the 3 1st December, Lieutenant .rnith, of the Royal Marines, to Miss
AIu::

Lieutenant C. D. William?, of the Royal Navy, to Miss Maria Stable, niece

of Lieutenant-Colonel tiir Daniel Williams, of the 1st Royal Tower Hamlets
militia.

Lately, at Plymouth, Captain Osborne, of the Royal NTavy, to Mi?s Hawker,
daughter of Colonel Hawker, of the Piince of VVaks's Volunteers, of that

place.

Lately, at Beerhaven, Lieutenant Eovvden, of the Royal Marines, of hi?

Majesty's ship Prince of Wales, to Miss O. Sullivan, of that place.

OBITUARY.

Lately, on bosrd his Majesty's ship Btllerophon, off Cape Francois, in the

2 ist yc:ir of his age, Lieutenant James [chnston, of the Royal .Marines, youngest
son of John Johnston, sq. Violet Bank.

On the 2jd December, on board the Chalmers Wesf-Indiaman, at Spithead,

CV.ptain Hudson, of that ship : he was killed by the cable, which was veering
out during the gale of wind.

On the aSth December, near Eton College, Catharine Anna Schomberg, wife
t>f Alexander Wilmot -xhomberg, Esq. Captain in the Royal N^vy, and last

surviving daughter of the late Stepney Rawson Stepney, Ltq. of Castle

Durrow, King's County, Ireland.

On the 29th December, at Westborun, in her 94th year, Mrs. Elizabeth King,
relict of Matthew King. Esq. who died Captain of his Majesty's ship Syren, iu

the East Indies, and whom she survived more than fifty years.

Same day, at Havant, Charles Marshall, Esq. fifty-five years a Lieutenant in

the Navy.

At Padstow, Lieutenant Rctalick, of the Royal Navy, brother of Captain
Retalick, and late of Portsea. This Gentleman was wounded in the arm on
board the Monarch, in the Dutch action of 1797, which was the remote cause of

his dc^rh.

A few days since, suddenly, Mr. Strong, Purser of his Majesty's ship Galatea.

On the 13th January, at Deal, after a few days' illness, the Rev. H. Dalmer,

aged a 5
?, Chaplain of the Isis, and private Chaplain to the Duke of St. Alb.'ins;

of whom it were not hyperbolical to say, that it were impossible to speak in

sufficient terms; In him were united the Christian, the friend, and the gentle-
man ! his easy, courteous, and tractable disposition, joined to the warmest zeal

and piety, are the theme of regretful admiration. He was not as an
birtlixg,

but faithful in performing the precepts which he taught, by actions the rao't

endearing and commendable
; thus strongly exemplifying, that he duly believed

and felt the sacred truths he preached. His loss is most sincerely ftlt by Cap-
tain Lobb and the Officers of the Isis, by whom he was aflecrionately esteemed.

A few days since, at Rusbrook Hall, near Bury. Captain Davers, of the Royal
Navy, eldest ton of Sir C. S. 1 'avers. Bart., and late Commander of the Active,
which he resigned a few months since in the Mediterranean.
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SHIPS LOST, DESTROYED, CAPTURED, AND RECAPTURED,
FROM DECEMBER 2O TO 30,

THE Delight, of Sn fler!and, is loft near lo-efioiTe.

The PeW<J, of Sundered, i< loft ne;.r Bl^ey
The Telemaiue, from Africa, is taken by t:>e S^rah,

Kennedy, of Liverpool, and '-rrived a

The rsying rift,
- -'"" -

.;t
!
i^ "

f
,hy the Brtave Tnvi-'cr. fine* cutout nt

by the Gcuiath and Defii/.ce men of war, and fern

"^WSVlfcW, B,rrdaU, ^m St. C-cu I

haren, wa< d: lert. d the ift of Dec-mber, in tl.e totinide c

;-.e crew faved in U.e Neptmmi, arrive* at Wey-

sx-MrS%w-'on on >r.l.

The M , H toft m >* . fcJ.

T!.e Tar. Crifp, from Liverpool to London, i* Inft

^jtat from Petersburg to Rochelle, is toft

en: ankin,of Dumha, ; and the

rrovirie ce, Waddy, from Liverpool to Wexford, are funk

***& London, f*m Lubcck, is loft near

, from Ki Sa to Hull, on (here on

WuUfken, from Hull to Lubeck,

to loft on 1

The Cro-vn Prince, T.eitcfce, from Pint?.' tor Eng'ind,

vis loft t'
:

:*tr, of K >' ember, ne.ir Sur.nhf.mmtT.

,,
-, trum Geue to Hull, is

rreckJ mf Flsmbro* Head.

The Berfcy, Joy, from Amfterdam to Boftai, is loft new

Dunkirk.
Thv Cosenfcagtn, Beyer, from CMK^"-* h

wls V.T
-se 6th of Dec

The Stork Oa.Ur, Menan, from St. CroU to Copenhajen,

is TL'..

The Three Gebro:(iers, r.stnmers, from irr.bden to

Aml>erdan>, is Orai-dtd rn Eyerland.

The Adria-.a, Z.H.IC, is loft st tr.r mouth of 'irt.

TL< Two Cebrueders, Curftins, from Tonmsen ta Lon-

T'IC briVcetfry, of I.ordon, from th Baltic, 3 loft at

Arbroith, and sll the ctrw.

The Juno,-,
frbm Memel -o Liverpool,

rrar Crirr.shy, on the o-.I> ft LincoMhire. Crew fiured.

The Stai.isrd, Stcrr, of \Vhi: . '.hurgh to

London ; and the Dorothea, Smith, of NewciKle, are

tutaily loft on Ltffce.

Plymouth, Dec. 15. Les Amis, pnre to th? ^.a'ra, am

bris belf-^ging to Dartn outh, re t.

water } !eeral veffeH art drove on there here

tale ; atr.or.g the numb r is t^ v.

The Vrow Cornelia, Anders, bounJ tu Lund. '

The Tliomts, Shiltr'n, fro.ii Ncwcajkle to Loneon, w loft

0:1 I.^wrfiitfi Beach. -

The John, King, of Liverpool, wj-, t3ke:-.or rh: cooft <

A'Vica, in Auguft laft, by the Vengeance Tre.v
- n e.tnt aad 140 men ; Cnce remitter, by u.e Er.ter-

ind frnt for the Weft Indies.
-
.virterice, Tritcftird, is totally \<& on Red Iflir.d

Ri.xr, St. Lawrence.
The Pe?r.y, Riigers, from Newport in BriftU Channel,

:',art!ie:i, is funk in Vaterford harbour.

Thj . . p. M-.rnd to London, is

firanileu rear Aberdeen. Cargo is expec;e-l to be f

The Fame, Yeates, from Guernfey, is ftrindtd i

,,-,
from Ne-aic to Wey

mou'h, w, loft rhr ? 4th of Noverr.btr, near <:

. an>< (kins,

is taken >y '' Viiliant priviteer, of i-OUrde-.ux, and carried

. ,-.tt of October.

Thr Fly, of T.ynn, is taker, and carried into Flufhirr, by
a Dutch rn>-. Ti-er.

T:.-. Karre, Tliorr.r'.bn, from Watrrford to Liverpool, is

i.

nlenri, Hiprer.fiiK, from London to Dom-.mca,
on flK<re near South bta CalUc, Poitunoi.-.!:, -.rt I'.-aily

!1 of water.

The ft. J' an BaptiOa, Salvedec, from Dcva to :

I

The to p Jane, Dtdwirh, trim Liveipocl to Corl , run

fi.-.il cf fn

^.rcw Caved m t

..'.<. rford.

The Purfuit, Hill, from London to Kiel, is loll i.ear

Ahsrdecn.
The i an ten, Kcllett, fr^rn Memel to I ancafier, i; lc:

on ;he Need es. Capfr i-ved.

., Piar.o.1, t.-um Pct.nl.urg to .

loft n Leflbe.

The rriii.-l, Newcoirbe, from Lisinn to Lin
ftranded at Afrarry, near E'-vftfi . P-rt , t

Cecelia, u-iirn A::;ci, it t^ken by tl.e Sarzb,

of Livtrpcol, and arrived it liarna.'oe-;.

..;r, i'.b teals, is loft

near Bit..-

The Cliarlntre, \\ ill^n, a-id tbe WiMiam, Carojbi:, from

Ayr to Gul'.our, are Hrar.ded in T.r.: e: i.cc:i Fiver,
Iic.ar.d.

T.-e rerrv, Carr.rter. f<:m Grec.-.'ck, ii oo fl'.ore at

: .rfcour Ciffo tx-^tftcn to d
The Lure, H :r .~e.J, t.t.in Li CKIJ 1 ;u B

ftranjed neir Dub/in.

The Nt - r m ' Xrn '*

._:t on the i ,th of Dci.eir.ber, i^ear juhn'*
Haven, N. C.

Tl.e ^e- Dnp .

(hore rear Chicheiler P - XpcCIej to I*

Tl-e Harr-brn' rac^^r, (Joocl-, from D:.-

i.u(Ban (l.ip, fcr Oporic, is wrecked near Si t-

rlf.-t.

-is, cf r:rtih Vi-lr!i. r I rndi.n,

and the T2vJ<, i't

The Jr
D^r.hir

-. Maru, S'^jl - 11 v;-^t.cd n.ir
-

.

p Pluto

. .1m.
. ...t, Aketmin, from <v,thcc to I.

taken u:-. :..c i jtli if Ptn : ..AICCJ.

The hoy Pitt, of Cw><-
Tf.z FTiendi, fumy, of frtUctutt, :

Dundslk and Dnghera.
Tne Katty, Curry, fnrn Limtriclc to Liverpool, is on

(hore en tl.e Ifle of Man.
Toe Sa a!'*'', Busier, trcm Lisbon for Grcenock, Is oa

(hore near LH-.m.a'.k. Cu
Tl.e lno Three Si'ttrt, is on (V.<re nar tv e fame place.

(hore at Hc*!y Lock. Crcat pait of the crto XK L; :

The Hunter, M'Kerliy, frr.m f,re nock to I t

r^cerrber, nrar
.

Tl^e Hi-cloi, 1 .. -r \'' ei-

ibrJ.

An '
r.

..i^ud of Col. ni. >
.

.

tally

.

:> Kc-.l.

[To be continued regularly.]
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THE HONOURABLE ROBERT DIGBY,
ADMIRAL OF THE WHITE SQJ7ADKON.

"
Britons proceed ! the subject deep command,

" Awe with your Navies every hostile land :

" Vain are thjir threats, their TmL". all are Tain ;

"
They rule the babnctj world, who rule the main. "

MALLET.

"
]Q>

EPUTATION," observes Dr. Johnson,
"

is a meteor,
" which blazes awhile and disappears for ever ; and,

"
if we except a few transcendent and invincible names,

" which no revolutions of opinion or length of time is able

*' to suppress, all those that engage our thoughts or diversify
" our conversation, are every moment hasting to obscurity,
*' as new favourites are adopted by fashion." To protract

the departure of this evanescent fame, to preserve to a distant

period the memory of greatness, to weave a perennial garland

for the brow of bravery and virtue, is one of the solacing

duties of an historian. A pleasure such as this have ive

frequently experienced ; for many a memorial have we

formed, which, when the hand that penned it shall have

ceased its functions, will proudly tell, to future generations,

the heroic deeds of their ancestors!

The Honourable Robert Digby, Admiral of his Majesty's

White Squadron, is the personage whose professional cha-

racter now attracts our attention, and whose actions we in-

tend to record. Mr. Digby, brother to the late, and uncle

to the present Earl of that title, is the third son of Edward,
himself the third son of William, the fifth Lord Digby, of

the kingdom of Ireland, and of Charlotte, the only surviving

daughter of Sir Stephen Fox, sister to Stephen, the first

Earl of Ilchester, and to Henry, Lord Holland. We cannot

ascertain the exact age of Admiral Digby ; but, as his father's

marriage took place in the year 1729, and as his first entrance

into the service was so early as the year 1744, it seems fair

to presume, that his birth must have been sometime between

1732 and 1735.

In the beginning of the year 1744, as we have stated, Mr.

Digby first went to sea, in the Edinburgh, a seventy-gun
j. C&ron. QoI.XI. N
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ship, under the command of Captain Thomas Cotes. In

1746, he was deprived, by death, of the protecting care of

his paternal parent.

We hare not been able to trace our Officer through the

earlier years of his progress ; but we find his first com-

mission, as Post Captain, to bear the date of August 5,

1755. He was then appointed to the Solebay frigate j and,

in the year following we believe, he was promoted to the

command of the Dunkirk, a sixty-gun ship.

In the autumn of 1757, a descent was meditated on the

French coast, principally with a view to the destruction of

Rochforr, one of the enemy's principal naval arsenals*.

For this purpose, a fleet of sixteen sail of the line, &c. was

equipped, and intrusted to the command of Sir Edward

Hawke, having under him Vice-Admiral Knowles and Rear-

Admiral Brodrick. Upwards of 7000 land forces, com-

manded by Sir John Mordaunt, sailed with this expedition,

from which very high expectations were raised. The Dun-

kirk formed a part of this fleet; but we believe Captain

Digby had no opportunity of distinguishing himself, as, the

object of the equipment having been found impracticable,

the whole flotilla returned to Spithead.

Captain Digby remained, we believe, nearly two years on

the Channel station. At the end of the year 1 758, the Dun-

kirk was appointed to sail with Commodore Keppel, as one

of the squadron which was equipped for the purpose of re-

ducing the French settlement of Gore'e, on the coast of

Africa f. This expedition, unlike the former in which

NATAL CHRONICLE, Vol. I. pages 10 and 119.

f In our Memoirs of the Life of the late Augustus Lord Keppel, (vide the

NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. VII. p. 183,) we have given the Commodore's offi-

cial dispatches, &c. ; bat we flatter ourselves, that the following more detailed

account of the reduction of Gorce, extracted from fit field of Mitrt, will prove

generally interesting to our readers :

" After the fleet had discovered the flag on the summit of the hill on the island

of Gorec, the Commodore sent a frigate, under French colours, a-hcad of the

squadron, with orders, as soon as she came open with the island, to hoist an

English ensign on the mizen peak, being the French, signal for that day, in
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Captain DJgby was engaged, proved completely successful-

Commodore Keppel having left a sufficient garrison for the

erder to deceive tliem, but no notice was taken of it. They were afterward*

informed, that the French for some time flattered themselves with the hopes of

their being in reality a flaet from France, but finding; in the end, that when all

the squadron hoisted the same colours, they did not salute the fort, which is a

thing always done, they \vere soon undeceived. About two o'clock, as they

passed the Island, they hauled down the French, and put abroad the English

ensign. At three they anchored in the road of Gorce, the island bearing south-

west by south about four miles, and in eighteen fathom water; the Saltath

being orderfd, with the transports, to bear down to a bay between Point

Goree and Point Barrabas, in order for the more convenient and speedy landing
of the troops on hoard them, if the ships of war should find occasion to call

them.

On the morning of the z8th of December, at four o'clock, all the flat-bot-

tomed boat* were sent on board the transports, for disembarking the troops,

which was finished, and all of them (to the number of 600 men) in their respec-

tive boats before nine in the morning, during which time the ships of war

finished also their preparations. It was thought most prudent to attack, the

island on the west side, not because it was the weakest, but a reason more co-

gent to so formidable a squadron, was its being the lee side, that should, in

that case, their cables be cut away by a chain shot, or any other accident, the

ship or ships, without any danger, might put to sea, and beating windward,

renew the action. The eldest Captain, Mr. Sayer, in the Nassau, was ordered

to lead the line of battle on the right, anchoring abreast of St. Peter's battery

of five guns: the Dunkirk followed in the order, and was to bring up abreast

of a battery a little to the north of the former : to him followed the Commo-
dore in the Torbay, taking for his part the west-point battery of five guns with

the western corner of St. Francisco's Fort of four guns : Captain Knight, in

the Fougueux, having the second station on the left, bringing up the rear

(having direction, at the same time, to cover the other bomb on hit starboard

quarter), had allotted to his share the mortar battery of eight guns, so called

from two large mortars which are covered by that battery. The moment the

first ship had dropped her anchor from her stern, she was to hoist a pendant at

her mizen peak, to acquaint the next ship that she had brought up; thus the

second was to acquaint the third when she brought up, and -;o of the rest ;
and

lastly, they were ordered to be particularly careful not to lire a gun, until

each had his ship abreast of his station, and moored both ahead and astern.

With these directions and orders, the Commodore bid his Captains farewell;

and while they took leave of each other, Mr. Keppel's last orders were, to get
on board their ships at fast us possible, and lead on. It was about nine o'clock,

when the Prince Edward, with the Fircdrakc bomb, bore down towards the

island, and in about tin minutes began the action, by throwing a shell from

the bomb in a moment. The enemy returned the fire from both forts and

batterie?, and, with their second shot, were fortunate enough to carry away the

Prince Edward's ensign staff, and set fiie to a chest of arms close by it, which

blowing up, killed one of the marines. Encouraged by so successful an onset,

i.nd finding the ships did not return their fire, they levelled some of their

pieces so well, that Curtain Fc-rtcscue, Mr, Elliott of the Marines, his .Mu^in

4
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protection of the captured settlement, returned to England,
whither he was accompanied by our Officer.

with two Midshipmen, had all of them nigh suffered with one shot, which

went through the midst of them, as they stood together, impatiently looking
out for their second. Another shot coming through the aftermost port of theJow-

cr deck, broke the truck from the gun, hut going out at the opposite port, hap-

pily did net hurt a limb. One in particular was mor merciless , striking upon an

iron bolt of about eighteen inches in length, it carried it out of the timber,

bending and rudely bruising it in its passage, till meeting with the unfortunate

Lieutenant West, it bore away one of his hips, and carrying him to the opposite

ide of the ship, bruised him from the shoulder to the hip in a manner so

shocking, that it had been happy had it deprived him of life at once. Another,

on account of the heroism of a private sailor, deserves notice : being in the fore-

top, and having one of his legs carried away by a shot, with the heart of a

lion, let himself down from thence, hand under hand, by a rope, taying at the

same time " he should not have been sorry for the accident, it he had done hi

duty; but that it gave him pain to think he should die without having killed

an enemy."
Meantime the Commodore was not an idle spectator : he saw the Nassau tedious

in getting under sail
; but as there could be no reason to suspect an Officer of such

approved courage as Captain Sayer, he turned his thoughts to other matters.

Observing that the Firedrake overcharged her mortars, (all her shells falling

vastly beyond the island to tl;e south,) and which they could not discern them-

selves, he sent his boat on board the Furnace bomb, desiring them to avoid the

error of the other
;
and as the enemy seemed bent upon sinking the Prince Ed-

ward and the Firedrake, endeavoured by their firing to divert the enemy from

the others, which were in danger. These orders were immediately obeyed:
the Furnace getting under the Fougneuz's stern, began to fire with some suc-

cess. Meantime the Commodore seeing the Nassau did not bear down to the

relief of the Prince Edward, sent his boat to know the reason ; Captain Sayer

replied, he expected a signal, or orders to that purpose. V> nether Captain

Sayer in his hurry was not so attentive as he ought, is not certain ; but all the

other officers understood the Commodore's orders, which they say were de-

livered calm and distinct : however, this is a point no one can pretend to deter-

mine, as it certainly is (however we may talk at home) a wonder that the

bravest at such a time are so little confused as they are. The Nassau imme-

diately bore away to her station, and made ample satisfaction for her delay.

1 he winds now, as the sun grew warm, began to lull, which greatly hindered

the Commodore's .ship, and the Fougucuz, from getting up is early as they

wished; besides which, a i-ignal was given for the Captain of the Furnace bomb
to come under the Torbay's stern; upon which, by accident, she ran athwart

the Fougueus's lee bow, which proved not a little their hindrance, when bjr

the lulling of the winds they could least spare it : however, patience was the

only remedy, as they could not run down their friends; but when they did get

up, they found their asfistance was very little needed, for a ship was hard upon
the enemy, whose warm force they very well knew (she being once their own

property), and was now ready to pour fcrth all her vengeance upon her old ac-

quaintance, which might have proved an inducement to tiieir mure speedy sur-

render; for the fwy of thcTcrbay alocc^sceaicd^ufjcient to have razed thevery
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After Captain Digby returned from Africa, he was em-

ployed under Sir Edward Hawke
; and, in 1759 participated

in the memorable victory obtained by that Officer over the

foundation of the island itself; the fire from that ship being to terrible, $o near,

and so well aimed, that none but madmen would have stood it : the ship was in

one continual blaze of fire ; and that part of the island itself on which she lay
was darkened by a cloud of smoke, sand, and earth, t a degree wonderful.

Many hundreds of Negroes lined the opposite shore, to see the engagement
and inspire the disputants: ships bearing down under topsails only against
stone walls, receiving the fire of the enemy with undaunted resolution, even to

holding them unworthy a return, and following a behaviour of this kind, with

that fierceness natural to enraged British sailors.

The French, who, the better to encourage their slaves, and to draw in the

free Negroes to a more cheerful assistance, had painted the English in the inert

shocking colours, at which being terrified with fear of falling into our hands,

pricked the soldiers with their lances, reproaching them with the names of pol-

troons and cowards, who were the first that fled from their quarters. The
Governor of St. Michaels fort being told that it was impossible to keep the

soldiers longer against a fire which was not to be withstood, sent this message,
"
Every man to his quarters on pain of death." Soon after the Governor was

informed that three boats were landed, or were landing forces on the island,

upon which the Governor was prevailed upon to strike his flag; and it was well

for them they did, as the Commodore was that instant giving orders for a sig-

nal for the Furnace bmb to come close under him in the Tcrbay, and to fire

from his mortars grape-shot of pound balls amongst the enemy. The Commo-
dore then immediately sent a Lieutenant, attended by his Secretary, to wait

upon the Governor; but before they got from the boat, they were met by
M. St. Jean, the Governor, on the beach, who asked them on what terms the

Honourable Rlf/ Keppel proposed he should surrender. They asked him if he

had not already struck his flag; he answered, No ; he only meant it as a signal

for a parley. Upon which he was told, that the Commodore would hear of no

terms but his own ; upon which he answered, if that was the case, he krew
how to defend himself. To which they replied, that the Commodore, had

brought up in such a situation, that no gun could harm him if they stood out

for a month ;
then putting off, told him, that as soon as the Commodore should

fire one gun over the island, they might begin again when they pleased. In

the meantime Mr. Kcppel, not knowing the procedure, had ordered all the

Lieutenants to appear upon the deck
;
but the return of the boat informing him

o!" what had passed, he ordered each to his pro-jjr station again, and agreeable
to the signal left v.-ith the enemy, fired a gun over the island, and immediately
after gave them a whole broadside, the other ships following his example, as their

gun were in readiness; but before they could reprime their guns, the Gover-

nor finding it impossible to keep his soldiers to their quarters, dropped the regi-

mental colours over the walls, as a signal of surrendering ; and about noon, or

a little after, the Commodore sent a party of his marines on shore, who tocli

possession of the isl , nd, the Governor surrendering himself and garrison pri-

soners at discretion ; and marching up to Fort St. Michael, hoisted the British

colours, ending the ceremony with three huzzas from the baulcmcnti of the

citadel, by the foot of vh: flag-staff."
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French Admiral, the Marquis de Conflans. In 1760, he

was ordered on the Mediterranean station. In this service,

several privateers were captured, and the enemy's trade was

much annoyed ; but nothing of any importance, for a con-

siderable time, occurred. The Dunkirk was one of the

squadron which was dispatched under Captain H. Palliser,

to intercept the enemy's squadron, which had escaped from

Toulon, and sailed for Constantinople with the French

Ambassador. The enemy were seen by Palliser ; but before

he could get up with them, they took shelter in the Isle of

Candia, where they remained blocked up, until the English

Commander was necessitated to make for Gibraltar to refit.

Shortly after the accession of his present Majesty to the

throne, Captain Digby was elected a representative in par-

liament for the city of Wells.

From this period, till 1775, we have not learned that Mr.

Digby held any naval appointment. Indeed, the rigours of

sixteen years' service seem to demand that relaxation which

a time of peace could best admit. On the 4th of April,

however, in 1775, Captain Digby was appointed a Colonel

of Marines, as successor to John, Earl of Bristol, who was

then promoted to the rank of a flag officer.

Hostilities between England and France had been for

some time anticipated ; and, in March 1778, an embargo
was laid on all the British ships in the French ports. Pre-

viously to this, Captain Digby had been appointed to the

Ramillies, a seventy-four gun ship. The command of the

Channel fleet having been conferred on the Honourable

Admiral Keppel, Captain Digby sailed with him, in Jui^
on a cruise to the Bay of Biscay. On this cruise, some

captures were made which put Admiral Keppel in possession

of the state of the French force in Brest, which consisted of

thirty-two sail- of the line, and ten or twelve frigate?, ready

for sea. On the receipt of this information Admiral Kep-

pel returned for a reinforcement. On the 27 th of June,
the English fleet cast anchor at Spithead; and, on the 8th

of the subsequent month, the French fleet, under the
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mand of the Comte d'Orvilliers, sailed from Brest. On the

following day, Admiral Keppel having augmented his force

to thirty sail of the line, left Spithead ; and, on the 23d of

July, the hostile fleets came in sight of each other. It was

not, however, till the 2yth that the British Admiral could

come up with the enemy ; when, signals for engaging having
been made, a heavy and incessant cannonade was main-

tained for nearly two hours, as the fleets passed on contrary

tacks *. In this action, the Ramillies, which had been ap-

pointed to lead on the larboard tacks, had twelve men killed

and twenty-one wounded. The whole loss of the English

was 133 killed, and 365 wounded j that of the French, 165

killed, and 529 wounded.

The proceedings of the Court-martial, which was subse-

quently held on Admiral Keppel, are well known, and are

circumstantially related in our Memoirs of that Officer.

On the igth of March, 1779, Captain Digby was pro-

moted to the rank of Rear-Admiral of the Blue. On the

1 5th of June following, the Rear-Admiral having hoisted

his flag on board the Prince George, of ninety-eight guns,

his Royal Highness Prince William Henry, since created

Duke of Clarence, embarked with him to serve as a Mid-

shipman. To be intrusted with the superintendance of the

nautical education of the Prince, was a distinguishing mark

of royal confidence and favour, which Mr. Digby's subse-

quent attention to his charge has amply proved could not

have been more judiciously conferred. On the day follow-

ing his Royal Highness's embarkation, the Prince George
sailed with the Channel fleet, under Admiral Sir Charles

Hardy, the Rear-Admiral commanding one of the Divisions,

to cruise in the Bay. On this service our Officer remained

during the summer. The French and Spanish fleets made

their appearance in the Channel ; but no engagement took

place, nor did any thing else worthy of notice occur.

* For a particularly full, accurate, and interesting account of this memorable

engagement, we must refer our readers to the Biographical Memoirs of Admiral

Keppel, Vol. VII. pagca97, of the NAVAI CHRONICLE.
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The Garrison of Gibraltar having long been subjected to

the privations attendant on a close blockade, at the latter end

of the year 1779, Rear Admiral Digby was nominated second

in command, with Sir G. Rodney, and Sir J. L. Ross, of the

fleet destined to sail for its relief. This force, which consisted

of twenty-two ships of the line, eight frigates, and a cutter,

with a considerable number of store ships, and the trade for the

Mediterranean and the West Indies, sailed from Spithead on

the 25th of December ; and, on the 8th of January follow-

ing, being then about fifteen leagues to the west of Cape

Finisterrc, at day-break, a fleet of twenty-one sail was dis-

covered to the N.E. These ships afterwards proved to be

a Spanish convoy, bound from St. Sebastian's to Cadiz,

laden with naval stores, provisions, &c. under the escort of

seven ships and vessels of war, belonging to the Royal Ca-

racas Company. The British Admiral gave orders for a

general chase i and his ships being in excellent condition,

and mostly coppered, they gained fast upon the enemy, and

by one o'clock the whole squadron was captured*. The

Guipuscaio, a sixty-four gun ship, was immediately named

the Prince William, in compliment to his Royal Highness

Prince William Henry, in whose presence she was takwi.

This capture was a fortunate occurrence for the Officers and

seamen concerned, and was also of considerable national im-

portance.

On the 1 6th of the same month (January,) the Spanish

fleet, under the command of Don Juan de Langara, was

discovered off St. Vincent. The account of the chase, and

of the action which succeeded, we shall present to our read-

ers in the words of Admiral Rodney's official letter on the

occasion :

At one, P.M. the Cape then bearing north four leagues, the Btd-

ford made the signal for seeing a fleet in the S.E. quarter ; I imme-

diately made a signal for the line of battle abreast, and bore down

upon them ; but before that could be well effected, I perceived the

* For the order in which the English fleet tailed from Spithead, and for the

line of battle, ard other particulars, viJe the NAVAL CUROMCLS, Vol. I.

p. 3
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enemy were endeavouring to form a line of battle ahead upon the

starboard tack ; and 33 the day was far advanced, being unwilling to

delay the action, at two P.M. I hawled down the signal for the line

of battle a breast, and made that for a general chase ; the ships to

engage as they came up by rotation, and to take the lee-gage in order

to prevent the enemy's retreat into their own ports.

At four, P.M. perceiving the headmost ships very near the enemy,
I made the general signal to engage and close. In a few minutes

the four headmost ships began the action, which was returned with

great briskness by the enemy. At forty minutes past four one of

the enemy's line-of- battle ships blew up with a dreadful explosion,
and every person perished. At six, P.M. one of the Spanish ships

struck. The action and pursuit continued with a constant fire

till two o'clock In the morning ; at which time the Minorca, the

headmost of all the enemy's ships, having struck to the Sandwich,
after receiving one broadside, and all firing having ceased, I made

the signal to bring to.

The loss sustained by the British fleet in this action was

32 killed, and 102 wounded. Oar acquisitions were the

Phoenix of eighty guns, the Spanish Admiral's flag ship ;

the Monarca, the Princessa, and the Diligenti, of seventy

guns each. The St. Julien, and St. Eugenio, of seventy guns

each, also surrendered; but they were afterwards driven on

shore by the violence of the wind, and one or both of

them lost. The St. Domingo, of the same force, was the

ship which blew up in the action.

Two frigates were dispatched to Tangier, to acquaint his

Britannic Majesty's Consul with this important victory ;

and, Sir George Rodney being unacquainted with the Bay
of Gibraltar, Rear-Admiral Digby led in the fleet, which,

with the whole of its prizes, arrived safely on the 2Qth of

the month.

About the middle of February, the Commander in Chief

proceeded to the West Indies, leaving \lr. Digby with thir-

teen sail of the line, and the Spanish prizes, under orders to

return to England.

On the 23d of the month, Rear-Admiral Digby fell in

with a French convoy, consisting of thirteen sail, bound to

m, CioJ.XI. o
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the Mauritius, with naval and military stores, under the

protection of two ships
* of sixty-four guns each, two ships

armed enjiute> and a frigate. A pursuit was instantly com-

menced ; but, the weather being extremely boisterous, and a

dark night succeeding, the greater part of the enemy effected

their escape. Three of the convoy, however, were captured,

and the commanding ship, the Prothee, struck to the Reso-

lution, then commanded by Sir Chaloner Ogle, about one

o'clock on the following morning.

On the 26th of September, 1780, after his return home,

our Officer was advanced to be Rear-Admiral of the Red.

He continued to be employed as Commander of a division of

the Channel fleet till the month of August, 1781, when he

was ordered to America, with the Prince George, the Ca-

nada, and the Lion, for the purpose of reinforcing Admiral

Graves, and to take the chief command. On the 24th of

September he arrived at Sandy Hook, where he found every

ship that was ready for sea collected by Admiral Graves,

with a view of bringing to an action the French fleet, under

<le Grasse, who at that time was blockading the Chesapeak
and the port ofYork Town, where the Earl of Cornwallis

had taken post with the English army. On the iQth of Oc-

tober, Admiral Graves sailed from Sandy Hook, having

taken 700 troops on board for the relief of Lord Cornwallis ;

and, on the 24th, his fleet arrived off the Chesapeak. Unfor-

tunately, however, this expedition was of no avail, for Lord

Cornwallis had been compelled to surrender a week before

the arrival of the reinforcements. Admiral Graves returned

to New York, and, on the loth of November, resigned the

command of the fleet to his successor, and sailed for Jamaica

in the London.

De Grasse having resumed his station in the West Indies,

the British force immediately followed him. Our Officer

shifted his flag from the Prince George to the Lion, of sixty-

four guns, and detached every other ship of the line under

The Protkcc and the Ajax.



OF THE HON. ROBERT DICBY. 99

his command with Sir Samuel Hood, for the better protection
of our West Indian possessions. Naval hostilities having
been thus transferred from the American coast, very little

worthy of particular notice occurred on that station, where

Mr. Digby continued the command, during the remainder

of the war. His cruisers, however, were generally success*

ful
; some spirited actions were fought ; many of the enemy's

privateers were taken ; and, by the vigilance and activity of

the Commander, our trade in that quarter of the world was

amply protected.

At the beginning of January, 1784, Mr. Digby arrived in

England, having quitted the American command. Since

that period he has not once hoisted his flag. His progressive

rise to the rank of full Admiral, which he now holds, has

been as follows : On the 24th of September, 1787, ie was

made Vice-Admiral of the Blue; on the 2 1st of September,

1790, Vice-Admiral of the White ; on the ist of February,

I 793 Vice-Admiral of the Red; on the I2th of April,

1794, Admiral of the Bluej and, on the ist of June, 1795,

Admiral of the White.

Of Mr. Digby's family connexions we know nothing

farther than that, on the 17th of August, 1784, he was

married, by special licence, to Mrs. Jauncy, the eldest

daughter of Andrew Elliott, Esq. late Lieutenant Governor

of New York.

Our readers will regret to learn, that this distinguished

Officer has uniformly through life declined sitting for his

portrait ; consequently it is not in our power to gratify

them with his personal likeness. If, however, at any future

period, a painting of him should fall into our possession,

we shall be happy in the opportunity of having it engraven

for the NAVAL CHRONICLE.
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NAVAL ANECDOTES,

COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &c.

NANTES IN GVRGITE VA8TO.

PORTRAIT AND CHARACTER OF ADMIRAL CORNWALLI3.

HPHE following account ofthis highly distinguished Officer

is extracted from " Public Characters of 1803 1804," re-

cently published :

In respect to person, he is of the middle size, stout and portly,

with a certain degree ofprominence before, which may be supposed to

add dignity to a Commander in Chief, and must be allowed not to

be unbecoming in an Officer now in the sixtieth year of his age.
As to talents, his skill and bravery are undoubted, his seamanship

is in particular in high repute ; and a long apprenticeship, of more

than forty years, din-ing which he has had fewer intervals of relaxation

onshore, than perhaps any other Officer of equal rank in the British

navy, 4ias enabled him to acquire a degree of professional capability,

xvhicl) renders no disaster unknown, and no situation unusual to him.

In point of habits, he is a reserved man ; and is so little desirous of

bustle when on shore, that on its being observed, during a temporary
residence near Chichester, that "he must be very lonely," here,

plied,
< that the cabbage- stocks in his garden were sufficient company

for him."

At times he enjoys his glass freely ; but is so abstemious while on

duty, that he has been known for six months together to drink no

more than a couple of glasses of wine at dinner, after which he care-

fully abstained from any other refreshment during the succeeding part
of the day.

I r has always been usual for British sailors, with that frankness so

Conspicuous in their characters, to designate their favorite Command-
ers by means of some apposite expression, oiiginating in some

peculiarity, arising either out of their persons or their manners. Ac-

cordingly, Boscawen was familiarly termed ivry-ncck D'uk ; Pye, so

long Port- Admiral at Portsmouth, \vas always called Nozey; Eatl

Howe, whose very name is still adored in the Navy, received the

apptl'ation of Mlack Dick ; while Admiral Cornwallis, on account of

a certain twirl of his finger and thumb, added to a sleek and ruddy

countenance, and a wig somewhat similar to that seen in front of

a nobleman's carriage, is frequently denominated Ccachee, and Mr.
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FATE OF M. DE LA PEYROUSE.

The mystery which has enveloped the fate of this distinguished

navigator has excited universal curiosity and commiseration. Some

faint hopes of the possibility of his preservation have at times been

indulged ; but it seems to be now ascertained, that he has fallen a

victim, either to the hands of assassins, or to that still more dreadful

misfortune, the want of food. An American newspaper of the I9th
of December last, contains the following statement :

" The certainty of the fate of the two ships under the direction of

M. Peyrouse, will give relief to the public mind, though we must

ever deplore the melancholy event which deprived the world of the

services of that truly eminent Commander. By several gentlemen,

lately from the Isle of France, it is reported That a Dauish ship,

in her passage to China in the eastern route, took from an uninha-

bited island an officer and four or five men belonging to the ships

commanded by M. Peyrouse, who were so emaciated and worn down

for want of food, that they survived only a few days ; and that

papers, containing the history of their shipwreck, and particulars of

getting on shore among the natives, &c. were in possession of the

Government of the Isle of France.
" The tale related by the unfortunate Officer and men to the

Danes on board the ship before they died, is, as nearly as I can

learn, as follows : The ships left Port Jackson, and, after sailing

some time, were unfoi Innately driven among the rocks, and ship-

wrecked ; the principal part of the Officers and crews landed in safety,

and preserved great part of the stores, &c. They found the natives

numerous, and apparently hospitable ; after remaining some time on

the most peaceable terms with them, it was determined to build a

small vessel from parts of the wreck and the stately trees abounding
in their neighbourhood, and to seek out some European settlement,

whence they could procure a pas-age to their own country. In the

cut ion of this hopeful scheme, they cut down several trees to

commence the business: not thinking it of any consequence to the

liiitivcs, tin-; did not foimally ask leave of them to use their timber ;

the savages, how ver, most unluckily conceiving their rights invaded,

became instantly alarmed, and all their former friendly intercourse

imrnediaffly ceased. It was not long before they became perfectly

hostile, and, ,. niching an opportunity when the French were off their

giianl {which wa unhappily s< metimes the case from necessity, but

too frequently from want of discipline) , they ftll upon them from all

quarters, in a very numerous body, when a most horrible massacre en-

aued. The voyage of M. Peyvouse had been brought up wichin 9

6
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few days to this fatal period, and had been deposited in a safe place

known to all the Officers : the Officer who had escaped thus far in

the cruel business, flew to the spot, snatched the papers, fled to one

of the boats, where he was joined by four or five men, and instantly

put to sea, leaving his unhappy countrymen in the merciless hands of

the savages, whom they supposed were very soon overpowered and

butchered by their treacherous friends. Happy to find themselves out

of the reach of one danger, they continued braving others until they
fell in with an island where they landed (and here probably they lost

their boat). On this island they remained some months, perhaps

many, suffering extremely from the want of food and raiment, until

Providence brought the Danish ship to their relief, who took them

off in a wretched situation, worn down by hunger and thirst to skele-

tons. Notwithstanding tvery attention was paid them which humanity
could dictate or tenderness suggest, they survived only time enough to

relate their woeful tale. Salem Register.

CHARACTER OF A SAILOR.

A sailor is a pitched piece of reason caulked and tackled, and only

studied to dispute with tempests. He is part of his own provision,

for he lives ever pickled ;
a fair wind is the substance of his creed, and

fresh water the burden of his prayers. He is naturally ambitious, for

he is erer climbing out of sight ; as naturally he fears, for hr is ever

flying : Time and he are every where ; ever contending who shall

arrive first : he is well winded, for he tires the day, and out-iuns

darkness : his life is like a hawk's, the best part mewed ; and if he

live till three coats, is a master ; he sees God's wonders in the deep,

but so as they rather appear his play-fellows, than stirrers of his zeal :

nothing but hunger and hard rocks can convert him, and then but

his upper deck neither, for his hold neither fears nor hopes ; his sleeps

are but reprievals of his dangers, and when he awakes, it is but next

stage to dying : his wisdom is the coldest part about him, for he ever

points to the north, and it lies lowest, which makes his valour every

tide overflow it. In a storm it is disputable whether the noise be rr.ore

his or the elements ; and which will first leave scolding ? on which

side of the ship he may be saved best ? whether his faith be star-

hoard faith or larboard, or the helm at that time not all his hope of

heaven ! His keel is the emblem of his conscience ; till it be split, he

never repents then no farther than the land allows him. His lan-

guage is a new confusion, and all his thoughts new notions : his body
and his ship are both one burden ; nor is it known who stows most

wine, or rolls most, only the ship is guided he has no stern ; a bar-

nacle and he are bred together, both of one nature, and it is
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one reason : upon any but a wooden horse he cannot ride, and if the

wind blows against him he dare not : he swarms up to his seat as a sail

yard, and cannot sit unless he bear a flag-staff: if he be broken

to the saddle, it is but a voyage still ; for he mistakes the bridle for

a bowling, and is ever turning his horse's tail : he can pray, but

it is by rote, not faith, and when he would he dares not, for his

brackish belief hath made him ominous. A rock or a quicksand

pluck him before he is ripe, else he is gathered to his friends at

\Vapping.

INSCRIPTION
DESIGNED FOR. A MONUMENT TO THE MEMORY OF THE LATE

SIR ANDREW SNAPE DOUGLAS.

Beneath this stone are deposited

The lamented remains

Of Sir ANDREW SNAPE DOUGLAS, Knight,
Late Captain of His Majesty's ship,

The Queen Charlotte,

And Colonel of Marines :

Who departed this mortal life,

Tor one immortal,

On the fourth of June, 1797,

And in the thirty-fifth year of his age.

His services on the first of June, 1794,

And those of the twenty-third of the same month

In the subsequent year,

It were superfluous to record,

As invidious to deny.

To his skill and perseverance,

To his activity and courage,

On the latter day,

Are to be chiefly ascribed

The capture of three ships of the line

Off L'Orient,

Which \\eforced into action ;

Thereby adding another wreath

To the naval glories

Of his country.

His professional character

Thus pourtrayed,
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In the brilliancy and publicity

Of his achievements ;

His private virtues will remain

Indelibly engraven
In the bosom of his friends.

, Just and liberal in commandi
Yet firm, manly, and consistent ;

. To his Officers accessible and kind,

To his men a protector and parent,

Beneficent to all,

Severe to none.

In domestic, and in social life,

He was a tender husband,

An affectionate parent,

And a steady friend :

As a Christian, he was meek and unaffected,

And not less amiable than upright
As a man.

No common lamentation must attend his obsequies,

No common tears will flow at the rep-etition of his name r

Sorrow becomes in this place a sanctification ;

And those who do not feel,

Must be either below

Or above

Mortality.

A more eloquent pen may delineate his worth :

But where will a more deep affliction

Indite his epitaph ?

May his example inspire the brave

With emulation !

And his resignation

Instruct the moralist

To die !

HARDACRE'S NAVAL IMPROVEMENT.

Henry T. Hardacre, Esq. of the Royal Navy, has recently received

the thanks of the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of the

Admiralty, for an excellent and important plan which he has

communicated to their Lordships, for the purpose of keeping the

squadrons of hie Majesty's fleet upon their stations before the enemy'*
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ports in blowing- weather. We have been favoured with a sight of

the plan, of which, as far as we can judge without having witnessed

the experiment, we cannot entertain a doubt of its succeeding to the

fullest extent. The machine is likewise of great utility, to prevent a

ship from falling into the trough of the sea ; and, in a gale of wind, to

keep her from the danger of being driven upon a lee-shore, where there

is no anchorage. It will also be found of great importance, in case a

hip should lose her sails, carry away her masts, lose her rudder, get be-

calmed after a strong gale in a heavy sea, or become otherwise in a

distressed situation.

The invention is rendered invaluable, by its being at once upon so

plain and so easy a principle, that it may be comprehended in an

instant j and two or three seamen can, at any time, construct the

whole machine in a few minutes, out of a part of the ship's materials,

without any loss or expense whatever ; as the machine, after it is

done with, can with ease be taken to pieces, and those parts which

composed it used again for their ordinary purposes.

KENTISH'S IMPROVED DERRICK FOR LOADING AKD
UNLOADING SHIPS.

THE principal parts of this machinery are a purchase wheel, pro-

perly fastened ; a roller to take the rope off that wheel ; a break-

\vheel, and a lever to press on this to lower the weight down; a racket-

wheel and paul to stop the roller from going back when hoisting up
the weight ; a ship's mast, or a post in the ground on shore with a

guy, a shieve to keep the rope extended, and a hook on which the

weight is fixed.

By the cranes of almost any construction, there is little difficulty

in raising a weight, but accidents too frequently happen in lowering
the lever. The common method of delivering a cargo from ships,

is by a large luff tackle, fixed to the head of the derrick, the end of

the face being brought to the capstern, by which four men can with

difficulty raise a hogshead of sugar ; but it requires, at least, five to

lower one down with safety ; the weight frequently overpowers that

number, and obliges them to drop from the bsrs.

To prevent such accidents, Mr. K. has invented the roller with

two inclined planes to his derrick; three turns or more with great

weight of rope, from the purchase-wheel at the head, are to turn

round the centre of the roller, which is taken off as the weight
pscends by a small roller, with two inclined planes, placed a litilp

above the large roller, a man holding or drawing the rope off until the

weight is as high as wanted
; then the lever is pressed on the breuk-

\vhcel, by a weight at the end, sufficient to check the roller, aid

. fifcron. Clol.XI. p
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make It perfectly easy to the man or boy to ease the rope away 3$

fast or as blow as he pleases. The weight being checked by three

powt-rs, the boy holding on the rope, the handle to the roller, and

the lever pressing on the break-wheel.

The derrick may be applied to various uses on shore, on board his

Majesty's ships in ordinary, hospital and prison ships, or to get in

the guns and stores of a man of war, by a few hands, before the

ptoper officers and ship's company are ordered on board. The wheel

and roller may be applied to hoist up water from a deep well, and it

will bring up a large quantity with less strength and labour than is

now required by a common wheel and pinion ; to hoisting up boats

on board men of war or merchant ships, with more ease and expedi-

tion than by the common tackle
; and to lowering them with safety,

as she must go down in a horizontal position into the water, and is

disengaged in a moment
;
which prevents accidents, particularly when

the ship has sternway, the boat is often in danger under the counter,

before the tackle can be ur.hookedj four men will be sufficient to de-

liver a sugar ship, which with a capstan requires eight. With the

derrick, the patentee asserts, that there is a saving of lime and of

rope ;
and the machine itself is not liable to get out of order. It will

last as long as the ship ; and if an accident occurs, it is so simple,

that any mechanic can repair it.

RECIPE FOR PREVENTING RUST.

CITIZEN Conte has communicated to the Society for the Encou-

ragement of National Industry the new process to prevent the effects of

rust and oxidation of metals, which he considers as far more practi-

cable and simple, than any other method as yet discovered. " Take

some of that varnish which the French call ijernis gras a I'/jui/t, of

which the basis is gum copal ; the whitest that can be found is the

most proper. Let the essence of tuipentine well rectified be mixed

with this in proportions of from one-half to four-fifths, according to

the degree in which it is intended that the pieces to be peserved should

retain their metallic brilliancy. The metal is in the first place to

be wiped with a piece of cloth or leather strongly impregnated with

alkali, then washed in pure water, and afterwards rubbed diy with a

linen cloth. Take a bit of fine, sponge, let it be first washed ia

water, and afterwards in essence of turpentine, to extract the water :

put a little of the above varnish in a vessel, and then place the sponge
in the midst of it till the whole is imbibed. Let the sponge be

squeezed between the ringers till it has discharged very nearly all the

varnish contained in it : let it then be passed lightly over the barrel of

a gun, or any other piece of metal, taking care not to repeat this
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irrhen the essence has evaporated, which would render the varnish

rough and of unequal tint : let the metal then be dried in a place

secure from dust." Citizen Conte observes, that he has employed this

process with success, and that experience has proved that pieces thus

varnished, under every circumstance, preserve their metallic brilliancy

without the slightest touch of rust.

WASHING WITH SEA WATER.

DOCTOR Mitchell has discovered and published in the transactions

of the American Society a process by which sea-water may be rendered

fit for scouring foul linen without the assistance of soap. Considering

the pestilential diseases thr.t are occasioned by a neglect of cleanliness

on board ships during long voyages, this discovery may be regarded
as of the greatest importance.

MARINE SCENERY.

THE LAND'S END,
rPHE Land's End is the most westerly promontory in England,

and, when contemplated with all its adjuncts, cannot fail of

awakening the united sensations of awe, terror, and admiration, even

in the most placid bosom. The huge and ragged rocks, forming a

barrier to the tumultuous sea; the immense expanse of waters; the

ceaseless roar of the waves; the constantly changeful effects of light

and shade playing on the surface of the deep ; the gliding vessels

sailing in all directions ; the various aquatic birds wildly screaming at

the sight of man, or pursuing their instinctive propensities on the

surface of the howling billows ; all combine on this spot, to rivet the

attention of the mind, and fill it with emotions of astonishment at the

sublimity of the prospect. Justly has the Cornish poet* characterised

the scene in the following lines :

ON THE SEA.

The sun-beams tremble ; and the purple light

Illumes the dark Bolerium, seat of storms
;

High are l.-is granite rocks; his frowning brow

Hangs o'er the smiling ocean. In his caves

Th' Atlantic breezes murmur ; in his caves,

\Vhere sleep the haggard spirits of the storm.

Wild, dreary are the schistine rocks around,

Encircled by the wave, open to the breeze.

* Mr. Davy, the learned and scientific Lecturer at the Royal Institution.
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The haggard cormorant shiieks ; and far beyond
Where the great ocean mingles with the sky,

Are seen the cloud-like islands *, grey with dust;

The point named the Land's End, was called by Ptolemy, Bole-

rium ; by the British bards Penringhuaed, or the Promontory of

Blood ; and by their historians, Penwith, or the Promontory to the

Left. Near this craggy cliff are three caverns., in which the agitated

waters occasionally roar with tremendous fury ; and several masses of

rocks are seen above the surface of the sea for above two miles west of

the Land's End. These are called the Long Ships : and, from the

dangerous situation of this coast, a light-house was erected on the

largest of these rocks in the year 1797, by a Mr. Smith, who ob-

tained a grant from the Trinity House for that purpose, and who is

rewarded by a certain rate on all ships'that pass the Land's End,

ADVANTAGES
WHICH

TRE FUR TRADE OF THE SORTH-fTEST COAST OF AMERICA

OFFERS TO GREAT BRITAIN.

THE repeated voyages made since the fifteenth century to dis-

cover the existence of a northern passage between the Atlantic

and Pacific Oceans, either by sailing eastward round Asia, or west-

ward round North America, (by which passage the circuitous route

of the Cape of Good Hope might be avoided), have all tended to

throw a negative upon the question. Yet, although all those voyages

\vere unsuccessful in the main point, we owe to them a number of

useful discoveries ;
such as Newfoundland, and the Labradore Coast ;

the Gulph of St. Lawrence, and Canada, Hudson's Bay, and

others. Captain Cook's Uiird voyage, beginning in 1/76, and end-

ing in 1 780, was for the chief purpose of discovering this passage,

the other views being merely accidental and subordinate to that main

design. It terminated, like all the former ones, in a frustration of the

main point ; bill all the other ends of it were answered in a manner

suited to the great expectations which were formed of the talents of

the conductors. Some new discoveries were made, and many trrors

in the supposed geography of the globe corrected. From the ac-

counts published of that voyage, it appears that some important ad-

vantages might be derived to the commerce of this country if a

fur-trade were to be established with the inhabitants of the north- west,

coast of America.

* The Scilly hlands miy be seen in clear weather from the Land's End.
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The natives of Nootka, or King George's Sound, bartered the

skins of black bears, sea-otters, wolves, foxes, deer, racoons, mar-

tins, and pole-cats, for knives, chissels, nails, looking-glasses, brass-

buttons, or any kind of metal. Captain Cook, at parting, received

from one of the chiefs two very fine beaver skins, and was earnestly

importuned to pay another visit, when he would have a large stock

of skins ready : a plain proof that there is no want of skins if a

market were established for them. The fur of the sea-otter, accord-

ing to the Russian accounts, is softer and finer than that of any other

animals known by Europeans ; and the skin of a full grown one is

sold by the Russians to the Chinese at Kiatchta at from 80 to ieo

rubles, or i6l. to 20!. The breed of the sea-otter, owing to the

place of its resort, can never be exterminated, as is nearly the case

with many other animals in Asiatic Russia, from the rapacity of the

collectors. The natives of Prince William's Sound gave their fine

sea-otter skins for any kind of beads, of which they were very fond.

For long pieces of iron they also exchanged the skins of white and

dark-brown bears, common and fine martins, seals, racoons, small

ermines, foxes, and the whitish cat or lynx. In some parts of

Cook's River the natives gave their fur dresses of sea-otters, martins,

hares, white rabbits, and red foxes, for old cloaths, beads, and pieces
of iron ; in others, for knives and tobacco.

On the ship's homeward passage they anchored at Macao ; and

Captain King, who went up to Canton, disposed of about 20 skins

of sea-otters, mostly belonging to the late Captains Cook and

Clerk, to a Chinese merchant for 800 dollars. During Captain

King's absence a very brisk traffic had been carried on at Mecca for

sea-otter skins, the value of which had augmented every day. One
of the sailors disposed of his stock alone for 800 dollars

; and a few of

the best skins, which were clean, and had been carefully preserved,

produced 120 dollars each. The amount, in goods and cash, obtained

for the whole was 2000!. sterling, although at least two-thirds of the

quantity originally procured from, the Americans, were then spoiled,

and worn out, or had been disposed of in Kamtschatka. The sailors

were so improvident, that, on their first return from the northward

into tropical climates, their fur-jackets were kicked about deck as

things of no value, though it was known in both ships they were to

make another voyage towards the pole. They were, however, picked

up by the officers, and packed in casks to be restored to the owners

when needed. If to these facts be added, that the furs were collected

without any just ideas as to value ;
that most of them had been worn

by the savages ; that, instead of care being afterwards taken for their

preservation, they were used as bed clothes, and for other purposes,
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during the cruize to the northward; and that the full value was never

given for them in China, (articles of traffic not being looked after on

board King's ships, nor a knowledge how to dispose of them to ad-

vantage, if they happen to come in their way, being to be learnt

there,) the benefits to accrue from a voyage to that part of the Ame-

rican coast, with commercial views, will be apparent. Captain King
was fully persuaded that this object might be easily obtained, by
means of our East India Company, not only with a trifling expense,

but even with the prospect of very beneficial consequences ; and he

lays down the following scheme for carrying it into execution. He
proposes that the East India Company's China ships should, each,

carry an additional number of men, making 100 in the whole. Two
vessels., one of zoo tons, and the other of 150, might, according to

his calculation, be purchased at Canton, and equipped for sc-j, with

one year's provisions and pay, for 6oool. The expense of the requisite

articles for barter is, he says, very inconsiderable. He particularly

recommends that each of the ships should have a forge, five tons of

uuwrought iron, and skilful persons to make occasionally such tools

as the Indians should have the greatest liking to. For though half a

dozen of the finest skins were purchased with twelve large green glass

beads, yet the fancy of the natives for ornamental articles was as

capricious and variable as any European's; the only sure commodity
was iron. To this might be added several bales of coarse woollen

cloth, two or three barrels of glass and copper trinkets, and a few

groce of large pointed case knives.

When the ships are prepared for sea, they will sail with the first

south-west monsoon, which usually sets in about the commencement

of April. He then gives directions for pursuing the course ; but as

Captain King considers the prime object of the voyage to be for

making discoveries, and the purchase of skins as a secondary concern

for defraying the expense ; and it is intended here to consider it

solely as a commercial undertaking, the commander of any vessel,

which may hereafter go upon such an expedition, must of course be

left to his own judgment and the prospect of the markets.

Captain King also proposes that two vessels be sent, not only for

the greater security of the voyage, but because single ships ought

never, in his opinion, to be sent for the purpose of discovery. For

where risks are frequently to be run, and uncertain and dangerous

experiments tried, it can by no means be expected that single ships

ehould venture so far, as where some security is provided against an

linfortunate accident. Although this opinion may be extremely well

founded with an eye to voyages of discovery, yet it appears that the

North-west Coast of America is now so exactly ascertained, that the
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Americans of the North-east Coast (who have gotten the fur-trade,

to which the British discoveiies gave rise, solely into their hands,)

make no more of a voyage to it than they would of one to Europe or

ven to the West Indies, frequently sending thither the smallest ships,

brigs, and even schooners of less than 100 tons, burthen, without any
consort. Nevertheless the voyage is infinitely more tedious to them

than the British, to whose ports the former very frequently, if not

mostly, previously resort across the Atlantic to purchase their articles

of barter for the Indians, such as iron work, glass beads, &c.

This scheme, however, has never been attempted to be put into

execution by the East India Company; although, from existing cir-

cumstances, they interpose, and prevent all the other merchants of Great

Britain from a very lucrative branch of trade, as will be
presently-

endeavoured to be shewn. One of the Officers on board the Resolu-

tion remarks, that a very beneficial fur-trade might certainly be carried

on with the natives of this vast coast; but without a northern passage,

it is too remote for Great Britain to be benefited by such commerce.

With respect to Great Britain, fettered as its commerce is with

the East India charter, his remark is very just; but if its commerce

was unrestrained, his conclusion will be easily proved by experience to

be unfounded. The Americans cf the United States, who have, as

before stated, a more tedious voyage to the north-west coast than the

British have, and are obliged to purchase at home, or come to British

ports for their articles of barter, make, notwithstanding, a very bene-

ficial commerce of it. Why cannot the British,' with the advantage
of sailing directly from their own ports, and with their own manu-

factures, do the same? Because the East India Company stand in

their way. The Americans, when they have obtained their cargoes
of furs, carry them to China, exchange them for goodi of that coun-

try, and return with a freight which clears from three to five hundred

per cent, including purchase of articles of barter, and provisions-,

freight, seamen's wages, and all other expenses. A direct trade would

be more unproductive to them than to the British, if they were obli-

ged to bring their furs home as the British merchants must do, because

the East India Company possess the exclusive privilege of the Chinese

trade. In 1799 a small ship of about 150 tons burthen, carrying

eleven men (including Captain and Mate,) and eight guns, returned

to Boston, in New England, with a cargo, which cleared near 500

percent.; and, in less than a month, several of the crew sailed again
on a simitar expedition in smaller schooners from Biistol in Rhode
Island. The ship, according to the account of some of the seamen,

who had made two voyages to the north-west coast, was too large.

Ouc of 1 10 tons, carrying four guns, was fully adequate to the pur-
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pose of defence against the natives, and light enough to run intot

creeks where a boat would run the hazard of being cut off. So that

the expense of two vessels, proper for this service, is much less than

is calculated by Captain King, who considers the voyage rather as

intended for discovery than trade.

If the East India Company interpose between the other merchants

of Great Britain and this lucrative trade, they ought to take care

that the country loses none of the objects for which so many expedi-

tions have been fitted out at a vast expense. Although Captain King

pointed out that they might, at an inconsiderable expense (and which

in fact may be reduced much below his statement,) benefit themselves*

yet they suffer others (who can by no means cope with them if they

were to take it up,) to run away with the whole advantage. In one

year, ending the joth of September, 1799, the exports of the United

States to North-west America amounted to 72,941 dollars; what

must their profits have been ? The fur-trade of Canada was once

thought important enough to be the object of a war with Fiance, as

was that of Nootka Sound, a few years since, of causing an armament

against Spain, although it could not possibly be of utility to any but

the East India Company, who have never thought it worth attending

to ; and their charter has been since renewed without noticing it. The
trade of the East India Company to China drains this country of im-

mense quantities of dollars, and it is certainly political to substitute,

if it can be done, articles of manufacture for bullion. The Ameri-

cans, who have very little of it, wisely purchase with their own pro-

duce articles of English manufacture fit for Indian markets; bring

their furs to China, and the Chinese productions home, without drain-

ing their country of a single dollar. This example ought to be fol-

lowed by the East India Company, and even if one or two hundred

thousand dollars only could be kept annually in the country, it is an

object.

Lord Sheffield iH his " Observations on the Commerce of America,"

looks upon the United States as dangerous rivals to Canada in the

fur-trade. Brissot in his " Commerce of America with Europe,"

$ays that the proximity of the great establishments " which the Ame-
ricans form at present at Pittsburg, and in many other places of their

possessions beyond the mountains, must insensibly give them great

advantages in this commerce, and make them partake with Canada a

large share of the profits."
" These advantages," he add?,

" will be

still more certain when the English shall have evacuated the fort.s of

Niagara, the great establishment of the Straight, and that of Michilli-

makinack, a period which the English look forward to with pa'n."
These evacuations have since been made ;

and the loss, if any, accru-

4
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Ing from thence to the British nation ought, if it can be done con-

sistently with justice, to be made up elsewhere.

They have an undoubted right to trade fo the North-west Coast of

America
; and if the East India Company, who alone during the ex.

istcnce of their charter can benefit by it, be minded to turn it to

advantage, the articles of barter, (the principal of which, iron, would

go as ballast, ) may be easily conveyed to China in their ships, and put
on board two or more vessels of loo tons each. These vessels would

be
sufficiently large, as the articles which they carry out and bring

home lie in a small compass. The British, in their traffic of furs thus

procured, would be enabled to undersell the Russians, and the amount

of them in bullion would be retained in Great Britain. As the East

India Company would select properer persons for traffic than can be

supposed to be met with in King's ships, it does not seem to admit

of a doubt, but that the undertaking would be very beneficial to

them, and prevent foreign nations from reaping the fruits of our

discoveries,

A FRIEND TO COMMERCE,

DESCRIPTION OF PLATE CXLIV.

E annexed Portrait of the late Admiral Sir JOHN MOORF, Bart.

-**- K.B. is from a miniature painting in the possession of the Rev.

Junes Stanier Clarke, M. A. An authentic memoir of this brave

Officer was given in the Third Volume of our Chronicle*. We
have examined several naval documents relative to the times in which

Sir J. Moore livtd
;
but the materials from which our account of him

was formed, were so ample and correct, that we have not been able

to meet with any additional particulars of his life,

* Vide pntre 421.

PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERS.

RUSSIAN VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY.

HPHE following is a copy of a letter, written by Dr.

Tilesius, Naturalist to the Russian Expedition of Dis-

covery, to Dr. Stoever, in H.iinburgh ; dated from Santa

Cruz, in Tenerifre, on the 25th of October, 1803.

I am jiut returned from an excursion into the country along the

fou of the Peak : at tlus time of ihe year it is impossible to reach the

rjjron. ulol XI. <*_
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summit, nearly half the mountain being covered with ice and snow.

My tour has been rather fatiguing, yet I am richly rewarded for my
trouble. I have made the most important discoveries, and met with

animals, which we hitherto mistook for plants, having seen them only
in a dried state. I have seen mummies, which are found in caverns

near St. Andre, Scnsal, and on Mount Alabasso, and most probably

originate from the ancient inhabitants of this island. For three days

I have been constantly pacing up-hill and down-hil!. The banks of

the pott of Oratrava have furnished n;e with a greater number of

interesting articles, than those of Sensal and Santa Cuu. Most of

the new species I have nict with, belong to the families of sea-urchins,

ea-stars, and polypusses.

The soil of this island H throughout of vulcanic origin, and abounds

with an uncommon variety of lava. 'i i Governor of the

island, Marquis de Cassicadi^ul, resides in Santa Crus ; he received

us with great kindness, gave us letter.- ictitm for Oiatrava,

and shewed us in person his two gardens near Santa Cruz, where we

found numerous scarce plants, o,
k which M. ResanofF, our Ambassador,

obtained, at his request, ror the Emperor of Russia. The large bo-

tanical garden, laid out in the year I~y5 in the vicinity of Oratrava,

by the Marquis de Nava, who at present reside* at Laguna in this

island, far exceeded cur expectation. The Marquis has in his service

a very able gardener, an Englishman of the name of M'Manus, who
with much good nature entertained us a whole morning with speci-

mens of his skill and industry. He is a good botanist, and intimately

acquainted with the wurks of Linniuus. I have made a descriptive

catalogue of a variety of new African species, which he has discovered

on his frequent botanical perambulations in the interior of the country.

In addition to other valuable historical information} I have made a

drawing of an obelisk, and copied several inscriptions, which illustrate

the history of Teneriffe. On the obelisk are represented the Q_uan-

zes, the former inhabitants of the island, in iheir ancient costume,

dressed in hides, their heatb encircled with garlands of flowers, and

holding a bone (crus fenorti) in their hand : on the point of the

obelisk stands the Santa Maria de Candellera. I have made several

drawings of picturesque views, dresses, and productions of the island,

and laid down special maps, which shall be elaborated after my return.

Most of the curiosities obtained, I have myself collected ; but with the

productions of the Peak I was presented by an American Captain,

\vho ascended the mountain in the month of August last.

We sailed fiom Falmouth on the jth of October, and arrived

here on the 2Oth. In four days, at latest, we intend to set aail for

Rio Janeiro in Brazil, whence I will write you another letter.
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t>F THE REFRIGERATION OK THE EARTH, OR THK DECREASE OF

THE NATIVE HEAT -OK THE GLOBE.

[Concluded from page 30.]

IN vain have men shewn a desire to raise difficulties, and to found

doubts upon conjectures. Difficulties are sometimes a criterion of

truth ; but they are oftcner obstacles to its progress. Many people

exercise the ingenious art of conjecture, without knowing either its

use, or its proper limits. To conjecture, is to add facts that are only

ptobable, to facts that have been ascertained, and thus to extend the

sphere of our knowledge. Conjectures should never appear but in

the train of causes, with a view to multiply their applications. It is

inconsistent with the nature of conjecture, to make it ascetni, con-

trary to its proper course, to attack the cause. The region of possi-

bilities is immense ; it ought, therefore, to be our business to search

for new truths, and not for arms to combat old ones.

I would ask, Sir, if in the science of natural philosophy there can

be discovered a solution more simple, or better founded, than the hy-

pothesis of M. Buffon ? It is simple, because it is nothing more

than the fact itself the decrease of heat. It is founded in three

strong facts ; the heat which evidently resides in the internal parts of

the earth, and cannot but decay, according to a general law of nature;

plants of India discovered in Europe, which could not be transported,

nor have grown here without a temperature equal to that of the cli-

mate of India ; elephants which have left their spoils in Siberia : a fact

which clearly shews, that that climate, now so cold, experienced, in

primitive times, the fervid rays of the Torrid Zone.

We ca
s

nnot doubt, that, according to this hypothesis, the earth

would first cool down at the Poles. The waste of central heat would

be a little more considerable there, by reason of the flatness of the

globe ; but the unequal action of the sun's rays contributed most ma-

terially to this fall in the temperature. Although the greatest heat

of summer has been found every where the same, the sum total of

heat, in the whole course of a sun:mer, is veiy different in different

climates: the sun, transmitting fewer rays, discharging them more

obliquely towards the novthein regions of the earth, restores less tcj

those climates in summer than they lose in winter. It therefore ne-

cessarily follows, that of all the countries of the earth, those which

lie under the line ought to have been the longest uninhabited, and

that those of the Poles ought to have been first in a habitable state.

Thus, in consequence of this gradual refrigeration, the same tem-

perature has visited, successively, all the regions of the globe, from the

even to the Equator : and here is a striking agreement between
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reason rnd experience, between the theory and the phenomena ; Inas-

much as \ve find the traces of this refrigeration in the preserved monu-

ments of natural history ; monuments which indicate three progressive

stages of an extraordinary heat; the first in Siberia, the second in

France, and the third in the Torrid Zone, where it still continues.

The decrease of heat will one day become sensible to the observa-

tion of the thermometer ; but this will be the result of many ages : the

object will then be placed at that distance which renders all degrees of

\ibion alike. If there are at present men of sober minds, who are not

struck with the force of this truth, let them not find fault with the

man of genius, who has a longer sight. None will pretend to dispute

his eloquence : the eye of his mind has a superior excellence, as real

as that of his language; and the majesty, the elevation of his style,

result from that eminence where he took his station, in order to ob-

serve and describe the phenomena of nature. Besides, the idea o.f

the inflammation of the eaith, is only new by the connexion which

M. Buffon has established between it and other phenomena, and above

all, by its consequence, the refrigeration of the earth. Des Cartes, in

Lis day, imagined that the earth, and other planets, were nothing

but so many little incrustuted suns. Leibnitz did not hesitate to

affirm, that the earth owed its form, and the consistency of its matter,

to the element of fire ; and yet these two philosophers had not, by-

far, so many facts and observations as have been obtained and collected

in our times. Do you not conceive, Sir, that an idea which has oc-

curred, in less than two centuries, to three of the wisest heads, bids

fair to obtain the empire of the world ? But in the mean time, until

it takes possession of the general opinion, ought we not to acknow-

ledge its truth and solidity, now that it rests in the doctrine of cei.tral

heat, and is vouched by two facts in natural history, inexplicable

without it ?

This heat is unquestionably not a benefit which belongs exclusively

to us ;
nor does the diminution of temperature menace us alone : the

planets are all the workmanship of the same hand : they must partake
in the same advantages, and share the same fate. If the heat of the

sun is insufficient for us, how should it suffice to the globes of Jupiter

and Saturn, where it has twenty-five and a hundred times less energy ?

" V\"i!l any rule of analogy (says M. BuiTon) permit us to doubt that

the other planets contain, in the same manner, a certain quantity of

heat, which peculiarly belongs to them, and which must render them

capable of receiving and maintaining living nature ? Is it not more

noble, and more becoming the idea we ought to have of the Creator,

to believe that every where there exists beings capable of knowing
him, and of celebrating his glory, than to depopulate the universe,
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Vith the exception of our globe, and to despoil it of every sensible

being, by reducing it to a vast solitude, where we should find no-

thing but the desart of spacei and frightful masses of wholly inanimate

matter *?"

It is my business here, Sir, to examine only the refrigeration of

the earih, and the probability of a once greater heat, which favours

my belief in an anciently inhabited state of the northern climates. But

the extension of the same doctrine of central heat to the other planets,

seems to me to derive confirmation from certain appearances which I

propose to communicate to M. BufFon, and which I wish you to re-

mark, as an additional proof of the general hypothesis.

Certain calculations made by M. de BufFon have convinced him,

that several .of the planets cannot be inhabited ; some, by reason of

an excess of heat; others, by reason of an exctss of cold. Jupiter,

for example, still highly impregnated with fire, looks forward to the

tpoch of living beings, which he will not see for some thousands of

years : the frozen moon has not a single inhabitant. Indulge me in

a few observations upon the phenomena of those two extreme situ-

ations of nature.

The globe of Jupiter, with the assistance of our long telescopes,

presents us with large dark spots : they have been seen in the field of

the disc ; but the most remarkable of them are what they call

belts, and which cross him in the middle. These belts, though the

most permanent of his spots, are not always the same : astronomers

have observed them to the amount of tight, but most frequently only
three : it has happened, that they could see but one. The whole of

his spots present themselves all of a sudden ; vanish, and re-appear

again in the fame mannerf. Their thus appearing and disappearing

alternately, are a very extraordinary phenomenon. It would seem,

that the planet is consigned to a state of constant and general convul-

^ion. These dark aad fluctuating spots can be nothing else than

seas, which burst from their beds, spread an inundation, and are

then swallowed up in an abyss, in consequence of some particular

controlling power, which causes them in this manner to rise and fall

by turns. A violent disorder in the waters, is the most simple hypo-
thesis ;

for the commotion would be much more considerable, if those

changes took place in the solid masses ; if fragments of a continent were

tumbling one upon another ; and if the globe itstlf were shaken even

to its centre. Whatever be the nature of those appearances, of which

it is impossible for us precisely to assign the caiiie, it is certain that

* Hist. Nat. des Mineraux, in jzmo. Tome IV. p. 318.

f Cassini Elements de 1'A^rofiomie, p. 401. Mem. de 1'Acad. des Sci-

nccs, 1708, p. 337.
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rothing similar occurs in the habitable earth : there every thing hat

taken its shape ; there every thing is settled and fixed : and this must

necessarily be the case ; for the industry of nature ; the vegetables,

animals, and those small forms of matter, which constitute mere de-

tail, could not appear till the large masses became stable and per.

manent. The eruptions of volcanoes, cities sinking in ruin, alarming

tides, which threaten to inundate a whole country ; all those cala-

mities which sweep away so many of our species, and so much of

their substance, and which cost so many tears to humanity, are only

sensible to ourselves. Italy might be swallowed up in the Mediter-

ranean, and Jupiter would know nothing of the matter. We may
judge, then, what sort of revolutions they must be, which make
such a figure in our eyes, when seen from this globe. It is evident,

that in Jupiter nothing has hitherto attained a state of equilibrium ;

that there is too much agitation in his frame for matter to be consoli-

dated in large and permanent masses, and much less to assume the

delicate forms of trees, of fruit, of animals, which precede the exis^

tence of that being who is destined to animate and adorn them. The
conflict of the elements of the globe of Jupiter, is a picture of chaos,

sod of the primitive state of nature. The science of astronomy, and

particularly the phenomena of Jupiter, may furnish inferences and

conjectures analogous to the philosophical views of M. de Buffon. In

the different stages of planetary existence \vhich he assigns to those

bodies, that of Jupiter is one of the extremes : it is certainly a great

deal, that the appearances of nature are so conformable to the ideas

of the naturalist ; but the moon, where, according to him, life is

finally terminated, will supply us with an appearance equally singular

and equally worthy of remark.

The moon is the planet nearest to our globe : she is about two

thousand times less distant than Jupiter. This distance is faithcrr

considerably abridged by the invention of the telescope. We see the

detail of the moon's surface with ease : an object as large as Paris

might there be sensible to the glass. "\Ve are unable to discern the

smallest change in her different parts ; yet the map of the moon is

better known, and more accurately laid down, than that of the earth
;

insomuch, that the least alteration would be easily observed. It was

thought formerly, that her dark spots were seas ; but this idea has

been abandoned, since certain cavities, or excavations, have been seen

in those pretended seas. M. Bouger has proved, that the ir.oon can

.
contain neither seas, nor even a lake of any considerable si/e *. Sh

lias no atmosphere, or at least her atmosphere is so exceedingly rari-

Mem, dc 1'Acad, dcs Sciences, 1757, p. ;*:.
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fled, as to be unaffected by the ascent of vapourSi which, otherwise,

would at times hide those brilliant spots, so frequent on her disc.

By carefully observing some of those spots when they are wholly

bright, we find that they present the image of a very deep bason of

large extent, defined by a rim, or border> uniformly continued and of a

sensible height. The appearance, we are sure, is not that of chains

of mountains : they would not exhibit the same regularity : they arc

actually basons. If it be true, that the sea suffers a constant diminu-

tion from evaporation, as men of learning in the northern countries

have imagined *, the sea will experience a certain depression 5 and if

it should happen that the globe, arrested by the cold, should resume

that perfect solidity which it had in primitive times, before it derived

its present form from the operation of fire, the sea, depressed and

frozen in its whole mass, and enclosed by the bold coasts of our con-

tinents, would resemble, on a large scale, those lunar basons. The

aspect of the ir.qon clearly conveys to us an idea of that state which

is assigned to her in the hypothesis of M. de BufFon. Her surface is

uneven, nigged, and full of cracks, or chasms. It should seem, that

the solidity of this body amounts to an absolute privation of moisture :

every thing there has the appearance of solitude, and the want of ani-

mation ; every thing denotes silence, and the absence of life. Though
this planet may have no atmosphere now, ic will not follow that it

never had one ; but when a total cessation of its native heat extin-

guished vegetation, when the waters and, gradually, all fluid sub-

stances, became congealed, the atmosphere, the air (the existence of

which depended on this heat), must have perishtd at the same time,

and, falling down upon the planet, froze along with it, uniting itself

to the whole, from which it had formerly been separated*

Is not that of the moon, Sir, a very singular destiny ? She it was,

that by her mountains, her cavities, her supposed seas, inspired our

early philosophers with a belief that she was an inhabited planet ; she,

that suggested to their imagination the notion of the plurality of

worlds. At this day, brought nearer by bttter telescopes, become

the objecc of a closer inspection, she exhibits to us a total aridity, a

state of absolute test, and the appearances of a world consisting of

one vast desatt, entirely void of living nature. It is the moon, in

fine, that suggested the idea, that a planet might be without inhabit-

ants, or, at least, cease to have them.

The pictures I have now traced, founded in those appearances, may-

be more or less true, in their different circumstances ;
but they pre-

sent two essential and incontestible facts : one, that the surLce of the

Hist, dc 1'Acad. des Sciences, 1743, p. 40.
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moon, though brought under our viewj appears always the same, and

seems in a state of perfect rest; the other, that Jupiter, though infi-

nitely remote, that is, at the distance of more than one hundred and

seventy millions of leagues, presents us with the phenomena of great

and surpri/ing changes. These appearances suggest two opposite

conditions of nature ; two conditions analogous to those which M. de

Buffon assigns to the same two planets ;
to Jupiter, subjected still to

the dominion of a raging heat, where the elements are labouring to

attain a state of equilibrium ; to the moon, already a mass of ice, and

where her equilibrium is absolute and universal, because every thing

is devoid of motion.

You see, Sir, that the
frilling

of the earth's temperature (a neces-

sary consequence of central heat, resting on two authentic facts of

natural history,) finds additional support in the system of the uni-

verse, the moment \vc apply this doctrine to the refrigeration of the

other planets.

This is all that I proposed to bring under your eye. The heat of

the globe appears to me to be a fact of nature. The announced de-

cay of this heat is a happy conjecture, and agreeable to the best

principles of a legitimate natural philosophy. I venture to prophesy,

that it will be better understood by ages to come, than it is by ours.

You will observe, however, that I have no particular interest in the

discussion of those questions. Whether this heat should be perma-

nently the same, or whether it should actually exist, it will not be

in the smallest decree less evident, that the knowledge of the Chinese,

Indians, and Lhaldcans, is nothing but detached fragments of the

sciences of a people to whom they were all indebted for the Itarniug

they possessed. I have been led to this discovery by the astronomy
of thoie nations ;

and you have allixtd to this tiuth the seal of your

approbation. It is true, you consider the Indians as the authors of

those sciences ; because they transmitted them to us ; but weigh well,

I beseech you, Sir, the truths I have detailed in these letters : con-

ider, that those same sciences passed through the schools of the

Greeks before they came to us ; and since the Greeks were not in-

ventors, the Indians could only, like them, be depositaries. The
facts which seem to place this pre- existent people under the parallel

of forty-nine degrees, are equally independent of the doctrine of cen-

tral heat. This people might very well inhabit a climate of the same

sort with our own. We have just passed a very severe winter in

Paris; aiid yet the course neither of business nor pkasuie has been

i itu-mptcd : people attended the opera and the academy as usual ;

nor did the astronomers disc miii.ue tluir obs.rvations in the observa-

tory. You bee, then, that our activity is by no means suspended

4
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during winter : a taste for labour-still continues, and the sciences pur-

sue their course, notwithstanding the frost. This very parallel, then,

tin's precise latitude may, In ancient times, have looked down upon a

people civilized, learned, happy, and whose knowledge communi-

cated its rays to hotter countries, but less formed for the pursuits of

genius.

You see that I have spoken in no view but in support of truth.

I have done justice to my illustrious brother academician, without re-

gard of that fraternity which does me honour, or of that friendship

which uniter, us. I have expressed my thoughts as If M. de Buffon

had been a Hindoo philosopher. I readily admit, that the native heat

of the globe, and the phenomenon of its decay, add a high degree
of probability to the opinion I have advanced: it could not be too

probable, to merit the adoption of M. de Voltaire. Fable, history,

astronomy, natuial philosophy, are on the same side. Apollo must

not be separated from the Muses, aid their suffrages solicit his.

lam, with respect, &c.

CORRESPONDENCE.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE NAVAL CHRONICLE.

SIR,

A S every object, however minute, which has not been

thoroughly investigated, or clearly comprehended, re-

lating to marine or maritime affairs, deserves our attention,

1 hope that some of your ingenious correspondents will,

through the medium of the NAVAL CHRONICLE, (a work par-

ticularly calculated for discussions of this nature,) give such

Answers to the following Queries, as may be satisfactory to

the curious in such commendable investigations.
Z.

No. I. How comes It that resuscitation, which frequently succeeds

in the recovery of persons who have been a consideruble time under

water, often fails in the restoration of those who have been but a very

short time emerged ?

No. 2. Will a human body sink to the bottom of a deep sea? or

at what depth will it cease to sink, and for a time become stationary ?

No. 3. What is the cause of a human body, that has be~n drowned,

rising, and remaining at the surface ;
and what is the usual time be-

tween the sinking and rising ?

tiat. Cfjrcn. C!o!.XI. &
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No. 4. How much sooner will the body rise In salt water tin:

fresh ?

No. y.
Is there any method, and what, by which a boat's crew

may (if the boat fill with water) prevent themselves and boat frony

sinking, without having been any way prepared for such an event ?

No. 6. What is the best method yet promulgated for saving the

lives of ship wrecked mariners, when a life-boat cannot approach the

ship, or is not at hand ?

No. 7. What are the most likely and approved means of conveying
a hawser to the shore, from a ship in distress ?

No. 8. To what is the incorrectness in measuring a ship's way by
the log chiefly due?

No. 9. Can the log measure a ship's way wuh ar.y, or what ac-

curacy* with or against the current of river or tide ?

No. 10. Will the log measure a ship's way with equal accuracy

whether she sail fast or slow ? and if not, what is the cause ?

No. 1 1. At what depth of sea will an empty bottle, tightly cork'd,

(and charged with a sufficiency of shot to sink it) have the cork forced

in, and become filled with salt water?

No. 12. Has the comparative weight of the sea-water taken into

the bottle at such a depth, to that at the surface of the sea, 'ixciv

ascertained ? and if so, what is the difference ?

No. 13. Is the true cause of the saltness of ihe sea well understood?

if so, what is the cause ?

rock-salt a concretion from sea-water r Or, is the

sea- water salt from the rock-salt which It . the other salts

from the earth, which it imbibes ?

No. 15. Is the SL-a saltest in high or lo ._=, in deep or

hal!o\v seas ?

No. 16. Is it snlrer at the surface during a storm or in a calm ?

N. i
7.

Is the sea, at great depths, materially agitated, or at all

disturbed by winc'a and tides ?

No. 1 8. Whnt is the greatest depth to which the sea has been

fathomed, without finding bottom ?

No. 19. Is there any other 'probable cause for the flux and reflux

of the tides, beside that from the influence of the sun and moon ?

No. 20. Is there any method by which a great addition?.! purchase

may be gained, when the windlass and capstan are insufficient to

wtigh or free the anchor from the ground, and what, if any, is the

method ?

No. 21. If there be wind sufficient to fill the other sails of a

will setting the top-gallant sr/ls increase her way
*
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No. 22. Are there any possible means of freeing a ship of her water,

in cases of bad leakage, when her pumps cannot effect it ?

No. 23. What are the ways i.nd means, if any, of preventing the

magazine of a ship on fire from blowing up ?

No. 24. What is the cheapest, most ready, and best sailing ballast;

and in what manner situated with least inconvenience, and most ad-

vantage to the ship ?

No. 25. How much less water will a ship, of any given weight,
draw in salt-water than in fresh ?

No. 26. When a ship at sea is by any accident deprived of Her rud-

der, what arc the best or readiest means of supplying a substitute ?

No. 27. Where does the magnetic needle ctibe fo point to the

pole in northern latitudes ?

No. 28. How is the magnetic needle affected on approaching and

passing ihe meridian ?

No. 29. What is the reason that sea-water, which is, in itself, as

colourless and transparent as river-water, assumes various appearances,

such as green, red, yellow, brown, black, &c. ?

No. 30. What is supposed to be the superficial dimensions of the

sea to that of the land comparatively ?

No. 31. What is the cause of sea-sickness, and the means of pre-

venting it, or relieving the patient ?

No. 32. How comes it that some persons, on first going to sea,

and ever after, are not incommoded by it?

No. 33. And that others are once sick at sea, and never after ?

No. 34. What are the most accurate means of ascertaining the

tonnage of a ship ?

T^o. 3,. How may it be known at sea when the moon shall begin

to shine, having no table to refer to ?

No. 36. Is theie any method generally known, by which to find

the moon's nge or change, at any time or place at sea, without

reference ?

No. 37. Hew may the time of the moon's coming to the meridian

or southing be ascertained, her age being known ?

N.>. 38. What is the comparative weight of masts, yards, booms,

boats, anchors, cables, saib, rigging, &c. of a ship, to that of her

tonnage ?

No. 39. What are the most effectual means of preventing the

destructive effects of rats on board ships ?

No. 40. What are the most ceytain and durable means for effec-

tually preventing leakage in ship*, whether f;om severe stiaioing, or

pthtr causes ?
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No. 41. What is the best method yet promulgated for preventing
the pernicious efLcts of foul and damp air in the holds of ships ?

No. 42. What is the best measure yet devised for preventing that

rapid decay to which ships of war, Indiamen, &c. are so destructively

subject ?

No. 43. Can any ways or means be evinced, by which the great

consumption of the oak of this country may be lessened ? If so, what

are those ways and means ?

No. 44. How may it be known whether a body found dead in the

water had been thrown in dead, or had been actually drowned, no

marks of violence appearing upon it ?

No. 45. Are all living men specifically heavier than sea-water r If

not, what is the cause ?

[
To be continued*

THE

FOURTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF

NAVAL INQUIRY.

[Contained from page 41 ]

the capture is not adjudged prize, the agent does not

receive any commission nor any compensation for his trouble*

In such cases he charges only his disbursements.

The commission above mentioned is not always received by oae

agent, or by those only who do the business. For the most pair,

two or more agents are appointed by the captors, who then share the

commission; and it happens not unfrequently that a friend of the

Captain appointing the agent, and the secretary of the Commander in

Chief, are named in the letter of attorney with the regubr agent, and,

by virtue of being so namtd, or by a private agreement with the effi-

cient agent, participate in the commission without taking any part in

the employment. The agents whom we examined * concurred in

* The Examination of Thomas Maude, Esq. talen upon Oath the
.

2-jth of June, 1803.

How long have you been employed as a prize-ngem ? Upwards of forty

years.

For what number of King's sbips were you employed during the late war ?

I should think from thirty to forty ; I was uol employed for a fleet, but fur

ingle ships.
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/ Opinion, that their profits (so far as they arise from commission) would

Do you apprehend that any other house has been employed more extensively

in that business than yourself? Yes, I should suppose :\.essrs. Cook and Hal-

ford ; and Mr. Sykes may have been.

Have you in general been employed as sole agent, or have you been joined
with other persons not performing any part of the business ? I have been more:

frequently sole agent, but in several instances joined with otner persons not

performing any part of the business.

Have you usually been joined with a person at one of the out-port* as agent,

or has such person been employed by you for the disposal of prizes ? In some

instances, a person at the port has been joined with me m the powtr of attorney,

hut more frequently I have employed a correspondent to do the bu*ine-s.

Have you usually been the acting, or efficient agent ? Yes. generally.

What commission have you usually charged as prize ag< nt ? Five per cent.

upon the gross proceeds, except where large t-ums have been paid for duties,

which have been deducted before the commission was charged.

What proportion of such commission have you in general received, where

you have been the acting and efficient agent for the captors, afrer paying such

persons as have been joined with you (if any) their respective shares of the com-

mission ? Upon an average, nearly one half of the commission, or two and a

half per cent.

Do you mean to say, if you had been sole agent for the prizr.s for which you
have been concerned, and had receive:! two and an half per cent, commission,
that you would have made as much money by the business of prize agency as

you have done from the circumstance of your having been joined with other

agents ? Yes ; but I think it is answered in the preceding question.

\Vhat is the usual expense of condemnation of captured and detained vrs'eh in

the Court of Admiralty? In cases of enemy's vessels, where there are no

claimants, from about fifty to one hundred pounds ;
in cases where claims ate

made, from one hundred and fifty to two hundred pounds, on an average.

Is it the practice, when neutral vessels or their cargoes are condemned, to de-

duct the captors' law expenses from the proceeds, before they are paid into

Court, or before security be given for the net proceeds? I fiioulu d-duct all

expenses, as well law charges as others, previous to paying in the net proceed?,
but not the commission.

What is the Ubual expense attending the prosecution of a suit in the Court of

Appeals? Where the Court dc not call for further proof, the exjvnse is usually

about one hundred and fifty pounds; but where further proof is> icquirtrd, the

expense is very uncertain fx,m OIK hundred ai:d tifty to five hundred pounds
and upwards.

In cases of condemnation where appeals are entered, is it always the rule to

pay the proceeds into Court, or give security to the amount? Not unless

moved for on behalf of the claimants, and ordered by the Court(').

Tl.O. MAUDE.
r.;,,. M. Pole.

hiujn La'.u.

Ji*l)H ForJ.

Unify Nicbollt.

IVm. Ma.h-a-ortl Pracd,
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be increased, if one agent, or two or more, being general partner*,

Addition made to the fortgcmg Examination tie 2oV Juney 1803,

by desire of the Examinant.

(*) But if an Appeal be entered previous to sale, it is necessary to apply to

the Court for a commission of appraisement and iale, and then security is given
for double the amount.

THQ. MAUDE,
Chi. M. Pelt.

EiL'an LZIL.

JaL'n Ford.

Htnty Xicbolls.

The Examination of James Halford, Esq. Navy dgcnt ; taken

upon Oafh the 14.'^ and i$tb of June, 1803.

How long have you acted as prize agent ? The whole of last war.

For what number of King's ships were you agent during the last war ?

About 140.

In what time after the arrival of the captures in port has an adjudication oa

enemy's and neutral vessel* generally taken place ? In a ship of war, or clearly

enemy's property, abou: a month or six weeks; in cases of neutral ships, from

sir to twelve months; and in some instances of vessels from the East Indies,

two years.

In cases where no appeals have been preferred, in what time has the sale and
distribution generally been made ? In cases of enemy's property, about two or

three months after condemnation. In one instance of salvage last war, we
made distribution in about a fortnight or three weeks. In all cases of neutral

ships, the owners arc allowed a year and a day for giving in their claims, and

we have in no case made distribution of such property within that period.

Do you invariably put up the prize goer's to sile on condemnation, or do you,

conceive yourself at liberty to defer the sale in hope; of a rise in the market, or

for any other cause ? We seldom take that risk upon ourselves, but order a sale

to be made as soon a* possible after condemnation.

Do you dispose of the prize goods by auction, or is the manner of sale, ai:d

the time of payment for the goods, left to your discretion We always sell by

public auction.

\Vhen prizee are sold, and accounts of the sales made up, do you immediately

give the necessary notices in the Gazette for distribution, whether tne ships

making the captures are in port or not ? We generally wait the arrival of the

hip in order to make the first payment on board, to prevent demands from the

holders of authorities which may have been revoked.

Where, and in what manner, is distribution made to the captors .'We gq

pcrally make the distribution on board the ship by ourselves, clerk.-,, or corrs-

syondents at the several ports, according to the magnitude of the payment.

Where have you paid recalls, and whether by yourselves or sub-agents : We
have always made our own recalls in London, and have paid parties whenever

they applied.

By what authority do you pay shares of prize money to others than the parties

themselves? By powers of attorney; and if for small sum:-, by orders
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were nppointed for every capture, with a commission of two and an

ty the captain, or ministers and churchwardens in the parish where the parties

reside, if on shore: and sometimes, by applications from captains, we remit the

amount to men serving under their command.

What authority do you consider sufficient, and act upon, in discharging the

distribution lists by shares carried to accounts current ? By powers of attorney

After having taken into your hands such shares as private agent to the party,

do you in any case afterwards carry back the whole, or any part, to the distri-

bution list, and pay it amon'g the unclaimed shares to Greenwich Hospital ?

We never carry any prize money to account current but by legal authority, and

consequently are only accountable to the parties or their representatives.

What proportion of the amount of the shares paid is received by you as

private agent to any of the captors ? The proportion is very small, as there

seldom are more than three or four officers on board the ship for whom we arc

private agents.

Have you regularly, at the expiration of three years and three months, paid
over to Greenwich Hospital the forfeited and unclaimed shares .'Constantly.
Have you accompanied such payment with an account of the whole distribu-

tion, or only given in an account of the shares then paid over to Greenwich

Hospital ? Till lately we only gave an abstract of the unclaimed shares ; buJ

feow we give a copy of the distribution list.

In appealed cases for which you have been concerned, what time hns usually-

elapsed between the sentence of the High Court of Admiralty, and the final

decision of the Commissioners of Appeal ? In general from two to five year* ;

from the length of time taken to determine appeals, we have in some instances,

with the sanction of the captors, and tbe King's Advocate, submitted to a small

sacrifice on the part of the captors, such as paying a small percentage oa the

Talue of the property depending, and thereby induced the claimants to withdraw

their appeals.

Have you any reason to believe that appeals are sometimes entered only witfr

a view of obtaining a pecuniary consideration from the captors to withdraw

it? I believe there have been instances of it.

How many appealed causes still unheard, are you concerned for ? I do not

know the number, but the amount of the property depending is about 20,coj.

Is the amount in your hands ? It is.

What is the amount in your hands orr account of shares, the distribution of

which has been notified ? I cannot say exactly; but I believe it to be abou;

<C-35>-OO, exclusive of what is forfeited to Greenwich Hospital.

Do you scrutinize the account of shares paid on recalls, so as to satisfy your-
self that they have been actually paid to the parties or their authorized agenis :

We do examine the accounts for that purpose.

ATA you not of opinion that prize money is in various instances improperly

obtained ? Two persons are now in custody for persecuting seamen, and ob-

taining money from us fraudulent!?.

What is the natv-re of the account of sales delivered into the Court <if

Admiralty ? The statement of the gross and nett proceeds of prizes, accom-

panied sometimes with a detail of the articles sold, and the charges and coir-
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half per cent, instead of the commission of five per cent, subject to

What is the duty of a prize agent ? To take charge of the vessels consigned

to him ;
to have the examination of the prisoners t iken before an actuary ;

to

have the sam j transmitted to Doctors Commons, in order to be laid before His

Majesty's Advocate for his opinion and directions. After condemnation, to

cause the cargo to be sold in the best manner for the rtervjfit of the captors, and

r.i^!%c distribution, or defend an appeal, as the circumstances may be.

Wli.ch do you consider the most troublesome part of the business of a prize

agent ? The correspondence in long appealed cases, and the clamour and abuse

which in some cases attend the recalls.

What is your commission on the sale of prizes, clear of all expenses? Five

per cent, upon the gross proceeds, generally.

Is not this commission charged by some agents on the nett proceeds only ?

I belli- ve there have been instances, by special agreement.

Have you any emolument as prize agent, beyond the commission on t'uc

sales? -Yes; sometimes the charges made for distribution may exceed, in a

small degree, the disbursements. In thut case it is an emolument, but in some

instances there is a loss.

Have you reason to Relieve that agents sometimes participate in the charges

for brokerage ? There may have been instances of it.

In cases where neutral vessels have been consigned to you, which eventually

have been acquitted, have you made any other charge to the captors than the

actual expenses you have incurred ? None ; there have been instances where we
have recovered no part of our disbursements on such occasions.

Do you derive any advantage from holding ihe prize money in your hands?

\\'t certainly do.

Is there any reasonable objection to the proceeds in appealed causes being

placed in the funds, to produce an interest for the benefit of the parties in \.

i'uvour the causes may be decided? There appears to me no other reason than

the possibility of a fall in the funds, whereby a loss might be Mi-t ;i;icd.

Would not the payment of prize money to seamen be relieved from n-.ar.y

embarrassments attending it, if the present mode of granting genen.l powers oi

attorney were prohibited, 3iid an easy n-.ethotl afforded thcr.i of giving special

powers for prize money only ? I conceive it would, if on a small stain;.

present stamp duty being fifteen shillings, and the shares of prize money fre-

quently not amounting to more than a few shillings.

Would it be practicable that the special powers of attorney above alluded to

should be for each separate distribution ? I conceive it would, and it would pro-

bably prevent much abuse if such special powers were deposited with the agents

upon payment of the money.
Wliat number of s;amen have you known to join in one power of attorney

fjr the receipt of their prize money ? Upwards of two hundred.

Of what description are the persons usually employed by seamen as their

agents for receiving tticir prize money ? Dealers in slops, publicans, and other

persons of various descriptions at the out-ports.

Have you frequently had applications from different persons of this descr-^-

tion for the sarre man's prize money ? No doubt we have, and we always pjy-

to the latest lc<;;l authority.
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the drawbacks occasioned by the practice of appointing supernumerary
and non efficient agents.

Have you any reason to believe that an improper use has been made of these

general powers of attorney? 1 certainly think there has.

JAMES HALFORD.
cj-s. M. p.:.-.

F.ican La-jj.

Jvbn FsrJ.

Wm. Mackivortl PraeJ. -

Further Inrerrogations put to Mr. Halford, 1 6th of Junet I So?.

Have you tiken out of the Court of Admiralty the proceeds of any vessel of

vessels condemned, or any part thereof, which are not mentioned in the general
account now shown you of the money which has been paid into the hands of the

Registrar of the High Court of Admiralty, and the Court of Appeal ? Yes,
the proceeds of the Winst and Forlust, amounting to gocol. and upwards, cap-
tured by his Majesty's ship Fisgard. were taken out in March, iSoz, and the

appeal for that vessel is still pending.

JAMES HALFORD.
C'Jf . M. Po!i.

L" TBtMM JLtaiv.

John Ford.

Henry NUballs.

il'm. Mactiuortb PraeJ. .

The further Examnat'mn of James Halford, Esq. taken vpon Oatlt

tbe z^tk of June, 1803.

Has your house been in general employed as sole agents for prizes, or has

it been joined with other persons not performing any part of the business ?

Sometimes we have been sole agents, but more generally we have had other

persons joined with us. in many rases no: performing any part of the business.

Has your house usually been joined with a person residing at one of the out-

ports as agent, or have you in general employed a person to do the necessary

business for you ? Where prizes are sent into the out-ports, we are morejre-

quently joined in the power to an agent re.idiug at the port.

Do the person or persons at the out-ports joined with your house in the

power of attorney, receive their full proportion cf the commission in the sale

of prizes ? They do, when Cook and Halford are mentioned jointly ; but when
inserted separately, the division is made accordingly.

Have you usually been the acting and efficient agent ? We are generally the

acting agents.

What has been the average of the commission your house has in general re-

ceived, where you have been the acting and efficient agents for the captors,

after paying such persons as have been joined with you (if any] their respective

hares of the commission ? We frequently do not receive more than a fourth of

the commission of five per cent. ; upon an average, less than one half.

There are frequently many ships concerned in the captures that appoint ciffs-

l. oloi.XI. s
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. It will be proper to notice in this place, that agents making rke

rent agents, that it is impossible to speak, with accuracy, as to the proportion
of the commission which we have received : there are persons likewise who
sometimes share in the commission by agreement, without their names being
inserted in the power of attorney, at tha request, of the Captain making the

capture.

Do you mean to say, if your house Had been sole agent for the prizes it*

which you have been concerned, and had received two and a half per cent,

commission, that you would have been more benefited by the business of prize

agency than you have been from the circumstance of your having been joined
with ether agents ? Considerably.
Whit is the utual expense of condemnation of captured and detained vessels ia

the Court of Admiralty ? In cases of enemy's vessels, where there are co-

claim;, 1 conceive, on an average, from g~l. to 50!, ; where the vessel has beer.

of small value, the King's Proctor has made his charge considerably less; where

claims have been entered, the expenses have amounted to from one to two or

three hundred pounds-.

Is it the practice, when neutral vessels or their cargess are condemned, to

deduct the captors' law expenses from the proceeds before they are paid int

Court, or before security be given for the net proceeds? \Ve do not, to the

best of my recollection, deduct the law expenses in such cases, but give secu-

rity for the amount of the proceeds, deducting the expenses of the sale only.

What is the usual expense attending the prosecution of a suit in the Cour;

of Appeals ? If further proof be not ordered, I should conceive the expense to

be about 300!.; but if further proof be ordered, it may amount to from 4ocl.

to 8ool. JAMES HALFOP.IX
M. Pile.

J'-zaan Lave.

Join FarJ.

Henry Nitbelli.

l>e Examination ofjsbn Jackson, Esq. talen upca Qbtb the i^tli of

Marci, 1803.

Are yon an agent for prize concerns ? Yes. I was secretary to Lord Keith-

in 1795, and then became an age: t for prizes ;
and have since been individually

so, and jointly wirh \'.r. Elphinstone and Mr. Nicholas Brown.

For what number of King's ships are you agent ? I am in the current dis-

charge of the dalies of an agent to one hundred and fifty or two hundred King's

ships. In this I include the ships entitled to prize money under the King'*,

grant for conjunct expeditions of the army and navy.

What is the number of prizes under your management for which appeals are

now pending ? I should think not more than fifteen.

Are such prizes sold ? Yes.

Where is tft amount of the proceeds lodged ? I have in my hands greatest

part of the amount, under security given to the Admiralty Court, as is the

corur.-.on practice, according to the prize act. In one instance a prize has been

liberated upon bail, the appeal is depending, and the money has not been paid"

ourt A-.id in two other instances of claims as joint captures. I h~ve dis-

, i o ih-jLh to the ships making the capture as they would eventually bt

if the claim f
j'>int capture should be established.
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and superintending the business through the progress of the

What is the rature of the security given to tlie Admiralty Court in appealed
<ases? The agent appears before one of the Surrogates of the High Court ut'

Admiralty, with two or more persons approved by the Marshal, who give bail,

1 think, to twice the amojmt of the money to be t.ifccn out of the Admiralty
Court ; and the bail offered is often obliged to justify.

Do you know any instances in which the p.-rron giving tuil for money taken

out 6f the High Court of Admiralty ha* been called upon to pay the areourrr uf

his bail in consequence of the failure of the agent ? No ;
but 1 apprehend there

must have been instances.

What is the amount of the proceeds of vessels appealed for, now in your

hands f About one hundred thousand pounds.
Is the whole amount of money received by you for prizes finally condemned,

distributed amongst the captors, or does any part of it remain as a balance in

your hands? In a general view, I should think four- fifths of the proceeds of

prizes are distributed in the first month after the commencement of the payment;
but there remain in my hands a great many unclaimed shares; and I shall have

to pay into Greenwich Hospital, on or before the 6th of nut month, 5,500!. out

of a sum of jo.ocol., which I distributed among the squadron under Lord

Keith, for the capture of the Dutch Squadron in Saldanha Ray.

How long after condemnation may an appeal from the sentence be lodged in

the Court of Admiralty ? I believe notice must be given within six days, and

the inhibition to prosecute must be taken out within a yt;ir and a day; but this

vsould be better known by application to the Civilians

Supposing no appeals to be lodged, in what time after the condemnation and

sale of the prizes is the distribution usually made: In the course of a fort-

night.

What is the amount of unclaimed shares of prize money now remaining in

your hands ? I should not think it amounted to 20,ocol.

Are you, in any instance, agent for a Flag Officer, without being the imme-

diate agent for the ship making the capture ? Yes.

Is it usual for the agents of Mag Officers to receive the full proportion of

the agency of Flag Officers' shares, without having any concern or trouble in the

cale of the prizes? I consider the agent appointed by the majority of Mag
Officers to be entitled to his agency for the itag'i eighth, although not con-

cerned in the sale of the prize.

What is the rate of agency generally charged on the proceeds of prizes?-

Five per cent, upon the gross amounc, afta deducting ihe amount of duties

and brokerage. JOHN JACKSON,
E-wan Law*

"John lord.

Henry Niibolls. -

The Examination of Tlismas Collier, Esq. Navy Agent^ taktn ufox

Oath i^th June, 1803.

How long have you acted as prize agent ? Since the commencement of the

late war.

Have you been in an extensive line of agency ? No,
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prize canst, until final adjudication, do not always make the dislrr-

butiou themselves, but employ inferior agents for that purpose ; or,

In what time after the arrival of the captures in port has au adjudication on

enemy's and neutral vessels generally taken place? In cases of enemy's ships

avowed to be so, perhaps a month or sir weeks. In neutral ships, if the case

be clear and satisfactory, perhaps not a much longer time. If otherwise, it may
be two or three years, as in the instance of some captures made by the Circe,

and the vessels under her orders.

In cases where no appeals have been preferred, in what time has the sale and

distribution generally been made? A. ship of war of the enemy, for which I

was agent, was condemned, and distribution made, within three or four

months from the time of capture. 1 have not been concerned for a neutral

where no appeal has been lodged.

Do you invariably put up the prize goods to sale on condemnation, or do

you conceive yourself at liberty to defer the sale, in hopes of a rise in the

market, or for any other cause ? In every case in which I have been concerned,

the goods have been sold by public auction, and as soon after the condemna-

tion as convenient; and I do not apprehend that an agent is justified in delaying
the sale of prize goods, under an impression of a rise in the market, without

the positive directions of the captors.

When prizes arc sold, and accounts of the sales made up, do you immediately

give the necessary notices in the Gazette for distribution, whether the ships

making 'the captures are in port or not ? If a ship be upon foreign service, it

has been usual not to do so until her return, that the first distribution may be

made on board the ship, and the parties themselves receive it. But if she be on

the Channel service, notice is given that upon her return into port, distribution

will be made.

Where, and in what manner, is distribution made to the captors ? On board

the ship making the capture, or wherever the majority of the crew may be,

either by a person sent from London for the purpose, or a correspondent on

the spot.

Where have you paid recalls, and whether by yourself or sub-agents? I

have paid recalls in London by means of my clerks, and have usually adver-

tized recalls to be made once a week ;
but I have almost invariably made it a

practice to pay on any day that application is made between the hours of ten

and five.

Have you paid, or carried to account current, any shares of flag or other

Officers before the general distribution ? I believe it has been usual for agent*

to advance money on the credit of prize money.

By what authority do you pay shares of prize money to others than the

parties themselves ? There are two descriptions of authorities on which prize

money is generally paid : The one by power of attorney, and the other (when
the sum is very small) by an order, witnessed either by the minister and

churchwardens of the parish, if the party be on shore, or if employed on board

any of his Majesty's ships, by the Captain or other commissioned Officer.

What authority do you consider sufficient, and act upon, in discharging the

distribution lists by shares carried to account current .'Either the order, o;

power of attorney of the parties.
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if they undertake the first distribution themselves, they sometimes

mploy the inferior agents to make the recalls. The chargei

Did you ever open an account current with the warrant or petty Officers, or

teamen, entitled to prize money? Never.

After having taken into your hands such shares, as private agent to the party,
do you in any case afterwards carryback the whole, or any part of it, to the

distribution lists, and pay it among the unclaimed shares to Greenwich Hos-

pital? I never received any money under such circumstances; in cases where

money has been advanced upon prize money, the sum so advanced has been set

off on the distribution list, and the remainder, if not legally demanded, would
be paid into Greenwich Hospital with the unclaimed shares.

What proportion of the amount of the shares paid is received by you, as pri-

vate agent to any of the captors? I am private agent for several Officers, and

receive such prize money as they may be entirled to; but I cannot spe^k to the

proportion.
Have you regularly, at the expiration of three years and three months, paid

over to Greenwich Hospital the forfeited and unclaimed shares .'Always within

the time, from the date of the advertisement.

Have you accompanied such payment with an account of the whole distri-

bution, or only given in an account of the shares then paid over to Greenwich

Hospital? I have delivered, upon oath, an account of the net and gross pro-

ceeds, and a particular detail of the unclaimed shares.

Jn appealed eases for which you have been conceined, what time has usually

elapsed between the sentence of the High Court of Admiralty, and the final

decision of the Commissioners of Appeal ? It is impossible for me to say, as J

believe there are appealed cases instituted in the early part of the late war yet
undecided.

How many appealed causes still unheard, are yon concerned for? None.

"What is the amount in your hands on account of shares, the distribution of

\vhich has been notified ? Between eight and nine thousand pounds.
Do you scrutinize the account of shares paid on recalls so as to satisfy your-

self that they have been really paid to the parties or their authorized agents?
I do; because I am myself responsible for the money.
Are you not of opinion that prize money is in various instances improperly

obtained ? I have met with instances of seamen personating each other, and I

have also detected forged authorities.

What is the nature of the account of sales delivered into tfte High Court of

Admiralty ? I have sometimes delivered the broker's detailed account of sales,

and in other cases only a general account of the gross produce and expense*

charged thereon.

THOMAS COLLIER.
Cbs. M. Pole.

Etcan Law,
yoin Ford.

Henry Nicbolls.

W. Mack-uorti Ptatd.
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of a person so employed arc stated in Mr. Jauics Poulain's evi-

dence *.

* Tie examination of Mr. Jam:s Poulait ; taken upon Oath the zo//>

June, 1803.

What is your line of business ? I am employed by agents for prizes to make
distributions and pay recalls.

How long have you been in that business ? Twenty years.

Are you in partnership with any person ? With Mr. John Keys.
What are the names of yoar clerks? John Giles and William Forster are our

present clerks ; but we have employed during the late war, Charles King, and

my son, James Poulain, junior.

Did you ever act as an agent for prizes on your own account? No.
What allowance have you for making original distribution of prize-money for

other agents ? The allowance from the prize-agent on whole distributions is

only one half per cent, with the fractional pence; for recalling, we charge two

guineas for each ship, and fifteen shillings for postage ; and two guineas for

making out the fair distribution lists for ships of the line, and one guinea for

smaller ships. If we pay on board, we charge at Plymouth about ten guineas
each ship, and about five or six guineas at Portsmouth; and since Greenwich

Hospital has required a copy of the distribution-list, we have made the same

charge for it as for the fair copy in the first instance. In some cases, where

we have made but one distribution for a house, we have divided equally with

them the five per cent, commission, which is in general on the net proceeds;
and the house of Ross, at Gibraltar, for whom we have done a great deal of

business, have allowed us one per cent, generally. The charges for distribu-

tion, making out lists, and paying on board, are deducted by us from the pro-
ceeds of the prizes; and the percentage allowance from the agent's commission

of five per cent.

What allowance have you for recalling, where you do not make the original

distribution ? Our general charge is one per cent.
; but in particular ca^s,

from one half to two and a half; but then we only charge one guinea for

recalling.

Have you an allowance on the whole amount of the prize-money unpaid on

the distribution -list, or only on such sums as you may pay ? On the whole that

remains unpaid.

Have you any other allowance from the prize-agents, or do you make any.

and what charges to them, for transictiag the business of recalls? I do not

recollect any.

Do the prize-agents, when they employ you to make recalls, advance you the

whole of the money due on the distribution list ? No, only as we wain it ; but

in making original distributions, we apply in the first instance for such som as

we suppose we shall want, and which in general is about three-fourths of the

whole amount of the distribution.

Do you pay the recalls on the original distribution -lists, or upon lists extracted

from them ? On lists extracted from them, which we make out from di.tribu-

tion-lists furnished to us ; but whether originals or copies 1 know not.

Arc the recall Hats stamped for the receipts ? In general they are.
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We now proceed to the head of irregularities, abuses, and

frauds.

Do you invariably give notice in the Gazette of your being employed to pay
recalls, except only in such cases where previou? notice has been given 1 When
any list is sent to us from foreign parts, we conceive the agent, before he made
distribution, would advertise it for his own safety ;

Vv-e did however advertise

for a considerable time during the war; but finding it brought numerous appli-

cations from persons who deemed it a fresh distribution, we discontinued it,

and have since sent notice to the office appointed to give information respecting

prize-money, of the lists we have received. I do not recollect the time when
we ceased to advertise.

Arc any particular clays fixed for making recalls, or do you pay to the parties

upon application? It is usual for agents to pay recalls only one day in a

month; but. conceiving that practice wrong, we paid during the war to agents
twice in the month, and to any singk claims we paid twice a week

; but seldom

sent a party or a person of that description away, come when he would. Since

the late war, we have paid agents once a week, and every other claimant any ,

day they might apply.

Upon paying to the seamen, or their attornies or representatives, de you pay
the full amount of the prize-money, or do you deduct or receive any fee or

gratuity? \Ve piy the full amount of the prize-money, except the odd pence*
When a list is upon the point of being closed for the payment of the unclaimed
shares to Greenwich Hospital, upon wich the shares of any of the Officers have

nt been paid, we allow one of our clerks to give information thereof to such

o3icer, or his agent, for which he generally receives a gratuity of sixpence ia

rhe puurul.

\Va? it usual for seamen's agents to attend at your office the first and third

Vcdnesdays in every month, and sign wliat distribution-list they pleased; and

to call in a few days afterwards, and leave the several authorities for what they

Have signed? Yes.

Was it also customary with them to call in a week or ten days afterwards for

the money; and did you then pay them all they had signed for, or only those

tor which They produced authorities ? It was usual to allow the agents to sign
the receipts upon the distribution-list, snd to pay them upon their calling for

what they signed, without demanding their authorities ; but within these thrc-?

or four years last past, after they have signed the lists, we have required the

persons applying for the prize-money of the fourth and fifth classes, to leave

their authorities with us, and upon their calling afterwards, have paid only to

such authorities as we approved.
If you object to any authorities, and refuse payment, do you erase the sig-

natures, or let them continue? We do not always erase their signatures; but

when they are not erased, it is at their own request, under the idea of producing
such authority as we shall approve of, whith if not done before the expiration

oX the time limited for recall, thsir signatures are obliterated, and the share*

paid to Greenwich Hospital.

Is it necessary to have witnesses to a discharge on the distribution-list ? JJ,

it is not necessary ; but we do it as a proof of the actual payment. The cl.Mnia

made by agent?, for which they sign receipts, but which are disallowed, never

being witnessed.
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The mischiefs in the present system of prize agenqy, of which we
have had proof in the course of this inquiry, fall under the description

Why have you required the agents to sign receipts, before you had determined

on the sufficiency of their authorities .'Merely from general practice.

How was the agent who had signed a receipt for prize-money to know his

name had been erased, pravious to the payment of the unclaimed shares t

Greenwich Hospital ? As they have frequently recourse to the books, they may
ee it

;
but he would naturally inform his client he had not received his money,

who would of course apply to Greenwich Hospital ; and if he did not obtain

it there, would renew his application to the agent.

Jf the agent should require his name to be erased upon payment being refused,

should you at any future time, upon his producing proper authority, object to
,

letting him sign the list, and refuse him payment of his claim ? We should

certainly make no objection.

In the Greyhound's two distribution-lists there appear payments to Thomas

Brewer, on the zjd May, 1803, of 3!. 143. jd. and 3!. 95. 8d. signed with hii

mark, witnessed by J. Giles, under whose name is immediately written " Not

paid ;" what does this mean ? I cannot account for it ; I have no doubt of

these sums having been paid, and (*) conclude the notation was made on the

man's being sent for change.
In the Regulus's list for la Rosa, there are several shares discharged in the

following way :
" Paid by Captain Prcsland's bill for 294!. 10s. to Dann and

Co." be so good as to explain the meaning of this. There being a number of

seamen on board the ship he commanded entitled to prize-money for la Rosa,

as having belonged to the Regulus, he requested they might be paid; and, to

save the parties expense, we solicited he would undertake to pay them, and

draw upon us for the amount, which is a usual practice.

Are you employed in making out and delivering in the lists, and paying over

the unclaimed shares to Greenwich Hospital ? Yes.

Do you consider such distribution-lists as you make out for Greenwich Hos-

pital sufficiently discharged by writing
" Paid at Jamaica ?" Yes, because I

absolutely believe them to be paid at Jamaica.
Have Messrs: Poulain and Keys taken from the different agents of seamen and

sthers, bonds of indemnity for the payments made to them during the late war ?

We have taken bonds from two only ;
a Mr. Benjamin Hitchins, of Surrey

Street in the Strand, and Mr. John Hunt, of Craven Buildings, Drury l.ane,

to whom we have paid a great number of claims for the fourth and fifth classes
;

knowing how likely the common sailors are to give trouble when they arc dis-

appointed of receiving their money, and fearing that Hunt and Hitchins might
not hold themselves accountable for any expense we might be put to by having

paid them the money.
To what authorities do you pay prize-money ? To check* for powers of

attorney, and powers and orders, witnessed by an Officer, or the ministers of

the parish in which the parties reside,; to wives, on producing *ny proof of

their marriage; and to letters from the parties.

Do you require that the powers of attorney should be separate for each per-

son, or do you pay to a power of attorney wherein several persons have joined ?

We conceive we cannot refuse to pay to wioat they call a general power, which

1'have known to be signed by from two to three hundred persons; and I havt
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of abuses and irregularities, rather than fraud. We find no reason

for subjecting to general censure, or involving in general disrepute,

paid upon checks issued from the inspector's office, for the payment of many
Shares upon such a general power.

J. POULAINi
Etvan Lav.

fjfekn Ford.

Henry Nicbolls.

W. Mack-worth Praed.

Addition made to theforegoing, June 21, 1803.

(*) Upon inquiry of Mr. Giles, I find these sums have not been paid to

Thomas Brewer, in consequence of a suspicion having arisen, after he had signed
the list, of his being an impostor : The man said he was to receive his wages
the next day, when he would return, and give us more satisfaction of his iden-

tity ; but he never did.

J. POULAIN.
JEtoait Law.

John Ford.

H. Nicbellt.

W. Maek-wortl Praed.

[To bt continued*

ABSTRACT OF A VOYAGE
FOR THE DISCOrERY OF A XORTII-WEST PASSAGE ZNTO THR

SOUTH-SEAy

PERFORMED IN THE TEARS 163! AND 1632,

Br CAPTAIN THOMAS JAMES*

'HEN we first met with the journal of the voyage

from which we have formed the following abstract, it

was our intention to present it to the Readers of the NAVAL
CHRONICLE intire, as an article of some curiosity, and not

to be generally met with : but the great length to which the

original is spun out, and the want of general interest in

Several of its parts, induced us to abandon that design, and,

discarding the form, to exhibit the substance only of Cap-
tain James's narrative. In the more important passages,

however, the simplicity and peculiar quaintness of the original

will be preserved.

ron. fcd.XI. T



ij$ ABSTRACT or A VCVIGE OP DISCOVERT.

The preparations, views, and intentions, with which Cap-*
tain James's voyage was undertaken, will be seen by the

following commencement of the preliminary part of his

journal :

Having been, says he, for many years importuned by my honour-

able and worshipful friends, to undertake the discovery of that part
of the world which is commonly called The North-West Passage into

th: Saut/j Sea, and so to proceed to yapan, and to round the world to

the westward ; being pressed fonvaid, withal, by signifying to me
the earnest desire the King's most excellent Majesty had to be satis-

fied therein
;

I acquainted my much honoured friends, the merchants

of Eristcl, therewith, who, as ever they have been benefactors and!

advancers of them that pursue the ways* of honour, together with

the enlargement and benefit of his Majesty's kingdoms, did freely

offer to be at the charge of furnishing forth shipping for this

purpose. And now being thus enabled, I addressed myself to the

Honourable Sir Thomas Roe, Knight, (as to a Lamed and farthest

employed traveller by sea and land, this day in England,) who joyfully

presented theirs and mine own voluntary willingness to do his Ma-

jesty's service in this kind ; who most graciously accepted of the

offer, and encouraged me. by many favours, in my weak under-

takings. Wherefore, with all speed, I contrived in my mind

the best model I could, whereby I might effect my design. The
adventurers' monies were instantly ready, and put into a treasurer's

hand, that there might be no want of present pay for any thing I

thought necessary for the voyage.

I was ever of the opinion, that this particular action might be

better effected by one ship, than by two consorted ; because, in those

seas, so much subject to fogs, they might be easily separated ; I

forbear to speak of storms and other accidents ; as, that a rendez-

vous in discoveries cannot surely, or without much hindrance, be

appointed ; and that speedy perseverance is the life of such a busi-

ness : wherefore I resolved to have but one chip, the ship-boat, and a

shallop.

A great ship (as by former experience I had found) was unfit to be

forced through the ice, wherefore I made choice of a well-conditioned,

sirong ship, of a burden of 70 tons
; and in God, aud that only ship,

to put the hope of my future fortunes.

Every preparation having hten completed, on

The zd of May, 1 63 1 , say s Ihe narrator, I took my leave of the wor.

hipfttl merchant adventurers in this action, in the city ofSristci; and,

being accompanied with a rcrerend d!ine, one Mr. Thomas Palmer}
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srnd divers of the merchants, with others of my kindred and native

countrymen, I repaired on board. Hi.re Mr. Palmer made a sermon,

exhorting us to continue brotherly love amongst us, ar.d to be bold to

profess the true Christian religion wherever v.e should happen in this

our peregrination. After tiny had received such entertainment as my
estate could afijrd them, they departed for Bristol. This afternoon I

made a review of all things, as \vellas cloaths, and olher necessaries,

as of victuals; and where there was found any war.t, \ve were pre-

sently furnished.

On the day following, after prayer for a prosperous success to their

endeavours, they set sail. Nothing particular occurred on their pas-

faje, till the 4th of June, when they made the laud of Greenland, it

being veiy thick, foul weather.

The jth, by two A. M., they found themselves encompassed
with ice; and, as they could not see far round them, their endeavours

to free themselves only carried them farther amongst it. At length,
"

it blowing a very storm/' they made fast to a large piece, and,

with poles, wrought day and night to keep off the ice. Jn this labour

they broke all their poles.

The 6th, about two A. M., they
" were beset with many extra-

ordinary great pieces of ice that came upon" them, " as it were with

wilful violence ;" to free themselves from which, they let fall some

sail ; but, in making their escape, they ran against another large

piece, which caused so violent a shock, that they thought the ship

had been staved. Trying the pumps, however, they found that she

made no water. The former pieces of ice having crushed their shal-

lop, they hoisted their long-boat fiom between decks/ put her over-

board, and recovered their broken shallop, which they got up on

deck, intending to build her anew. All this day, it still
"
blowing a

very storm," they were driven and beaten about amongst the ice ;

and, in the evening, were enclosed amongst several large pieces,

some of the sharp blue corners of which reached quite under them.

When they at length got clear, they tried the pumps, and found their

ship staunch, on which they went instantly to prayer, and to praise-

God for his merciful delivery of them.

The 7th and 8th they endeavoured to double Cape Farewell, being

still pestered with much ice.

The gth nothing particular occurred.

The loth, all the morning was very foul weather, and a high-grown

sea. The long-boat, which was towed a-stern, broke away, but,

with some difficulty, was recovered again in an injurtd state. In

heaving her into the ship, two men were hint, and likely to have

been lost. By eight o'clock in the evening, they were shut up at

2
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high as Cape Desolation. Much tormented, pestered, and beaten

with the ice. Saw many grampusses. Weather for the most part a

stinking fog, and the sea very black.

The 1 7th, at night, heard the rut of the shore, as they thought ;

but it proved to be the rut against a bank of ice which lay on the

shore. Stood off from it till break of day, then in again ;
and about

four A, M. saw the land above the fog, which they knew to be the

Island of Resolution. The last night was so cold, that all t'ue rigging

and sails were frozen. The fog was of so piercing a nature, that it

epoiled all their compasses, and prevented them from traversing. En-

deavouring to go forward, were fast enclosed amongst the ice, and

were thus driven to and fro, finding no ground at 330 fathoms, four

leagues from the shore.

" The 2Oth in the morning," says Captain James,
" we had got

about the southern point of the island ; and the wind came up at

west, and drove both us and the ice upon the shore. When we were

driven within two leagues of the shore, we came amongst the most

strange whirlings of the sea that possibly can be conceived ; there

were divers great pieces of ice a ground in 40 fathoms water ;
and the

ebb coming out of the broken grounds of the island, amongst these

isles of ice, made such a distraction, that we were carried round,

sometimes close by the rocks, sometimes close by those high pieces,

that we were afraid they would fall upon us. We were so beaten,

likewise, with the encountering of the ice, that we were in a most

desperate estate. We made fast two great pieces of ice to our sides

with our kedger and grapnels, that drew nine or ten fathom, that so.

they might be a-ground before us, if so be we were driven on the

shore. But that design failed us ; and now from the top seeing in

amongst the rocks, I sent the boat (for now we had finished her) to

see if she could find some place of security ; bat she was no sooner

parted, but she was enclosed, and driven to hale upon the ice, or

else she had been crushed to pieces. They ran her over the ice

from piece to pic-j; ; and in the mean space, with the whiiling

incountring of the ice, the two pieces broke away from our sides,

and brake away our ktciger and grapnclls ; then we made signs

to the boat to make all the haste she could to us, which she per-

ceiving, did ; the men being with much difficulty inforced to hale

her over many pieces of ice. In the mean space we made some sail,

and got to that piece of ice that had our grapnel on it, which we

again recovered. By this time was our boat come, and we put a

fresh crew into her, arid sent her to fetch our kedger, which she en-

deavoured with much danger of boat and men. By this time the

bip was driven so near the shore, that we could see the rocks uuder
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us and about us ; and we should be carried by the whirlings of the

waters, close by the points of the rocks, and then round about back

again; and all this, notwithstanding the sail we had abroad j that

we expected continually when she would be beaten to pieces. In

this extremity I made them open more sail, and to force her in

amongst the rocks and broken grounds, and where there were mairjr

great pieces of ice a-ground. We went over rocks that had but

twelve or thirteen feet water on them ; and so let fall an anchor.

This anchor had never been able to wind up the ship, but that (by

good fortune) the ship ran against a great piece of ice that was

a-ground.

[To be continued*

DESCRIPTION OF PLATE CXLV.

annexed plate exhibits a view of the Commissioner's

House in the Naval Yard, Halifax. It was built during
the peace before the last, while the present Deputy-Comp-
troller of the Navy was at the head of Halifax Yard.

The following description accompanied the drawing from

which the engraving has been made, and which was trans-

initted by our old friend and correspondent, Half-pay*

TO THE EDITOR OF THE NAVAL CHRONICLE.

SIR,

The enclosed view was taken from the Moorings in Halifax Har-

bour, south-east of the Naval Yard. The yard is on the western

shore of this safe and capacious harbour, about a mile from the centre

of the town of Halifax. Here our largest men of war heave down,
shift their masts, and undergo every repair but that of docking, with

ease and security. About a quarter of a mile higher up the harbour

on the same shore, is the Naval Hospital, a large and commodious

building. Alongside the yard, under the Sheers, a line-of-battle

ship is introduced; and in the fore-ground, the Commissioner's yatcht,

and an Indian bark canoe.

Hoping ihe above sketch may be the means of your receiving more

particular information OH the subject, 1 am

Your humble servant,

3, 1803. H.ALF-PAY.
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PRAISES OF THE ENGLISH NAVIGATORS.

Drayton, in the igth Song of his famous Poem the POLT-
OLBION, delivers, frcm the Mouth of the River Nymphs, STOUR
and ORWELL, the Praises of cur English Navigators, frcm the

fabulous JEra of the British Princes, Arthur and Ma/go, down te tbt

Poet's oiun Times.

N Severn's* late-tun'd lay, that empress of the west,

In which great Arthur's acts are to the life exprest,

His conquests to the north, who Norway did invade,

Who Greenland, Iceland next, then Lapland lastly made

His awful empire's bounds, the Britons' acts among,
This godlike hero's deeds exactly have been sung;

His valiant people then who to those countries brought,
Which many an age since that our great'st discoveries thought.
This worthiest then of ours our Argonauts shall lead.

Next Malgo, who, again that conqueror's steps to tread,

Succeeding him in reign, in conquests so no less,

Plough'd up the frozen sea, and with as fair success,

By that great Conqueror's claim, first Orkney over-run ;

Proud Denmark then subdued, and spacious Norway won,

Seiz'd Iceland for his own, and Gothland to each shore,

^
Where Arthur's full-sail'd fleet had ever touch'd before.

And when the Billons' reign came after to decline,

And to the Cambrian hills their fate did them confine,

The Saxon swaying all, in Alfred's powerful reign,

Our English Qcter put a fleet to sea again,

Of the huge Norwegian hills the news did hither bring,
Whose tops are hardly wrought in twelve days' travelling.

But leaving Norway then a starboard, forward kept,

And with our English sails that mighty ocean swept,

Where those stern people dwell, whom hope of gain doth call

In hulks with grappling hooks to hunt the dreadful whale ;

And great Duina down from her first springing place

Doth roll her swelling waves in churlish Neptune's face.

Then Woolftan, after him discovering Dantzic found,

Where Wexel's mighty mouth is pour'd into the Sound,

And towing up his stream first taught the English oars

Th useful way of trade to these most gainful shores.

* Sec the 4th Song of the Foly-olbioiu



And when the Norman stem here strong and potent grew,
And their successful sons clid glorious acts pursue,

One Nicholas, named of Lyn, where first he breath'd the zlrt

Tho' Oxford taught him art, and well may hold him dear,

In the mathematics learn'd, (altho* a friar profest,)

To see those northern climes with great desire possest,

Himself he thither shipp'd, and, skilful in the globe,

Took every several height with his true astrolobe ;

The whirlpools of the seas then came to understand,

From the four cardinal winds four indraughts that commands
Into any of whose falls if the wand'ring bark doth light,

It hurried is away with such tempestuous flight

Into that swallowing gulf, which seems as it would draw

The very earth itself into th' infernal maw.

Four such immeasur'd pools, philosophers agree,

In the four parts of the world undoubtedly to be;

From which they have suppos'd Nature the winds doth raise,

And from them to proceed the flowing of the seas.

And when our civil wars began at last to cease,

And these late calmer times of olive- bearing peace
Gave leisure to great minds far regions to decry,
That brave adventurous knight, our Sir Hugh Willoughlj,

Shipp'd for the northern seas, 'mongst those congealed piles,

Fashion'd by lasting frosts, like mountains, and like isles,

In all her fearfull'st shapes saw horror; whose great mind,
In lesser bounds than these that could not be confin'd,

Adventur'd on those parts where winter still doth keep,
When most the icy cold had chain'd up all the deep ;

In bleak Arzina's wad his death near Lapland tooifc,

Where Kegor from her scite on those grim seas doth look.1

Two others following then, eternal fame that won,

Our Chancellor, and with him compare we Jenkinson ;

For Russia both embark'd; the first arriving there,

Ent'ring Duma's mouth, up her proud stream did steer

To Volga, to bthold her pomp, the Rus-ian state,

Moscovia measuring them
;
the other with like fate

Both those vast realms survey'd, then into Bactria past,

To Boghar's bulwark walls, then to the liquid waste,

Where Oxus rollcth down 'tvvixt his far distant shores,

And o'er the Caspian main, with strong untired oars,

Adventured to view the Persian wealth and pride,

Whose true report thereof the English since have tried.
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With Fitck our EUrcJ next deservedly plac'd Is,

Both travelling to see the Syrian Tripolis :

The first of which (in this whose noble spirit was shewn)
To view those parts, to us that were the most unknown,
On thence to Ormus set, Goa, Cambaya, then

To vast Zelabdim, thence to Echubar, again

Cross'd Gange's mighty stream, and his large banks did

To Bacola went on, to Bengola, Pegu ;

And for Mallaccan then, Zciten, and Cochin cast,

Measuring with many a step the great East Indian waste*

The other from that place the first before had gone,

Determining to see the broad-wall'd Babylon,

Cross'd Euphrates, and row'd against his mighty stream;

Ucia, and Gaya saw, with great Hierusalem,

And our dear Saviour's seat blest Bethlehem did behold*

And Jordan, of whose waves much is in scripture told.

Then M$ckati, who, thro* love to long adventures led,

Madeira's wealthy isles the first discovered,

Who having stole a maid, to whom he was affy'd,

Yet her rich parents still her marriage rites deny'd,
Put with her forth to sea, where many a danger past*

Upon an isle of those * at length by tempest cast;

And putting in, to give his tender love some ease,

Who very ill had brook'd the rough and boisterous seas*

And ling'ring for her health within the quiet bay,

The mariners most false fled with the ship away ;

When as it was not long when she gave up her breath ;

When he, whose tears in vain bewail'd her timeless death*

That their deserved rites her funeral could not have,

A homely altar built upon her honor'd grave.

When with his folk but few, not passing two or three,

There making them a boat, but rudely of one tree,

Put forth again to sea, where after many a flaw,

Such as, before themselves, scarce mortal ever saw,

Nor miserable men could possibly sustain,

Now swallow'd with the waves, and then spew'd up again ,

At length were on the coast of sun-burn't Afric thrown,

To amaze that further world, and to amuse our own.

Then Windham,- who, new ways for us and ours to try,

For great Morocco made, discovering Barbary.

Lock, Toivefson, Fenner next, vast Guinea forth that sought^
And of her ivory home in vast abundance brought,

* Madeira.
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Th* East India voyager then, the valiant Lancaster^

To Buona Esperance, Comara, Zanziber,

To Nicuba, as he to Gomerpolo went,

Till his strong bottom struck Mollucco's Continent;

And sailing to Brazil another time he took

Olynda's chiefest town, and harbour Farnambuke,

And with their precious wood, sugar, and cotton fraught,

It by his safe return into his country brought.

Then Frobiiber, whose fame fltw all the ocean o'er,

Who to the north-west sought huge China's wealthy shore,

When nearer to the north that wandering seaman set,

Where he in our hot'st months of June and July met

With snow, frost, hail, and sleet, and found stern winter strong,
With mighty isles of ice, and mountains huge and long :

Where, as it comes and goes, the Great Eternal L
Makes half the year still day, and half continual night.

Then for those bounds unknown he bravely sec again,

As he a sea god were, familiar with the main !

The noble Fcnton next, and Jackman we prefer,

Both voyagers, that were with famous Frolisher.

And Daisies, three times forth that for the north-west made,
Still striving by that course to enrich the English trade.

As he had well deserv'd, to his eternal fame,

There by a mighty sea immortaliz'd his name.

With noble Gillert nexc comes Hoard, who took in hand

-To clear the course scarce known into the Newfoundland,

And view'd the plenteous seas, and fishfull havens, where

Our neigh 'bring nations since haire stor'd them every year.

Then globe-engirdling Drake, the mval palm that won,

Who strove in his long course to emulate the Sun:

Of whom the Spaniard us'd a prophecy to tell,

That from the British Isles should rise a Dragon fell,

That with his armed wings should strike th' Iber.'an main.

And bring in after-time much horror upon Spain.

This more than man, or what? this demi-god at sea,

Leaving behind his back the great America,

Upon the surging main his wtll-strt-tch'd tacklings flew'J,

To forty-three degrees of northly latitude,

Unto that land, before to the Christian world unknown,
Which in his country's right he nam'd New Alb:

And in the western Indc, spite of the powtr of S;

He Saint Jago took, Domingo, Cartiiagene ;

Ar.d leaving of his prowess a r.Taik in every bay,
Saint Augustine surpriz'd in Terra FLriJa.

iol. XI. o
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Then those that forth to sea industrious Raleigh wrotTghtj

Aynd then with every thfng lit for discovery fraught ;

That Amadns (whose name doth scarcely English sound)
With Barloiu, who the first Virginia throughly found.

As Greenvil/c, whom he *
got to undertake that sea,

Three sundry times from hence who touch'd Virginia.
In his so well a choice it well approv'd his wit,

That with so brave a spirit his turn so well could fit.

O Greenville, thy great name for ever be renown'd,

And borne by Neptune still about this mighty round;
Whose naval conflict won thy nation so much fame,

And in the Iberians bred fear of the English name.

Nor should fame speak her loud'st, of Lane, she would not lye,

Who, in Virginia left with th' English colony,

Himself so bravely bare among our people there,

That him they only lov'd, when others they did fear:

And from those barbarous, brute, and wild Virginians wan

Such rev'rence, as in him there had been more than man.

Then he, which favour'd still such high attempts as these,

R.leigk, whose reading made him skill'd in all the seas,

Embatk'd his worthy self, and his adventurous crew,

And with a prosperous sail to those fail countries flew,

Where Oronogul, as he on his course doth roll,

Seems as his greatness meant grim Neptune to control ;

Like to a puissant king, whose realms extend so far,

That many a potent prince his tributaries are,

So are his branches seas ; and in the rich Guiana

A flood as proud as he, the broad brim'd Orellana :

And oil the spacious firm Manoa's mighty seat,

The land, (by Nature's power) with wonders most replete.

So Leigh Cape Breton saw, and Ramea's isles again ;

As Thompson undertook the voyage to New Spain :

And Hawkins, not behind the best of these before,

Who, hoisting sail to seek the most remotest shore,

Upon that new-nam'd Spain and Guiney sought his prize,

As one whose mighty mind small things could not suffice.

The son of this brave sire, who with his furrowing keel

Long e'er that time had touch'd the goodly rich Brazil.

Courageous Cav'adisb then, a second Neptune here,

Whose fame till'd every mouth and took up every ear.

What man could in his time, discourse of any

But of brave Cav'nd'nb talk'd, and of his voyages ?

Sir Walter Raleigh.
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Who thro' the south seas pnst about this earthly ball,

And saw those stars, to them that only rise and fail,

And with his silken saih, stain'd with the richest ore,

Dar'd any One to pass where he had been before.

Bold Cumberland so hence to seek th' Azores sent,

And to the western Indies, to Porto Rico went,

And with the English pow'r it bravely did surprize.

Sir Robert Dudley then, by sea that sought to rise,

Hoist'd sails with happy winds to th' isles of Trinidado:

Paria then he
pa-jt,

the islands of Granado ;

As those of Sancta Cruz and Porto Rico : then

Amongst the famous rank of our sea-searching men,

Is Preston sent to sea, with Summers, forth to find

Adventures in the parts upon the western Inde ;

Porto Santo who surpriz'd, and Codies, with the fort

Of Coio, and the town, when in submissive sort

Cumana ransom crav'd, St. James of Leon sack'd ;

Jamaica went not free, but, as the rest, they wrack'd.

Then Sherley, (since whose name such high renown hath won,)
That voyage undertook, as they before had done ;

He St. Jago saw, Domingo, Margarita,

By Terra Firma sail'd to th' islands of Jamaica,

Up Rio Dolce row'd, and with a prosp'rous hand

Returning to his home, touch'd at the Newfoundland,

Where at Jamaica's isles courageous Parker met

With Sherley, and along up Rio Dolce set,

Where, bidding him adieu, on his own course he ran,

And took Campeche's town, the chiefs't of Jucatan.

A frigate then from thence did home to Britain bring,
With most strange tribute fraught, due to that Indian King.
At mighty Neptune's beck thus ended they their song.

THE ORPHAN SAILOR BOY.
rT"<OM Haulycird was a seaman brave,
-**- Thro' life a gallant tar was he ;

His cradle was the rocking wave,

His birth-right was the roaring sea.

Twice thirty years Tom Haulyard fongbtt
So long a spotless name he bore ;

Nor e'er the hardy vet'ran sought
Retreat or rest on Britain's shore.
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Three noble sons around him stood,

In all the pride of strength and health ;

And while each manly form he view'd,

Kings might have envied Hau !yard\ wealth.

But Tom, his namesake, best he lov'd,

My father was his eldest joy ;

Yet well a parent's fondness prov'd

The love he bore each darling boy.

Now Britain's foes provok'd the war,

And no\v their fleets usurp'd the tide ;

And hasteu'd now tach loyal tar,

To raise her standard's fearless pride.

Now in the honour'd ship that bore

The auspicious sign of CHARLOTTE'S flame,

Intrepid HOWE from Britain's shote

To meet the foes of Britain came.

. Oh peace be on the hallow'J tomb

Of him who never knew to fear;

And ever may his laurels bloom

Bedew'd with Britain's grateful tear !

And new advanc'd the daring foe,

And now each British heart beat high :

O God ! How many wounds must How,

How many Christian men must die !

The squadrons meet the dread array

Stands in a moment's awful pause

Our Chief to glory leads the way,

To glory gain'd in Britain's cause.

Oh Christ ! It was a fearful sight

To see the wounds that countless bled ;

But oh ! the horrors of the fight

To tell, would make the sleeping dead !

Among the rest Tom Haiilyard stood,

Full six feet high the veteran rose;

A rock above the rolling flood,

He hurl'd back ruin ou his foes.
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His gallant sons around him drew

The terrors of the flashing sword ;

While hostile thunders thinn'd the crew,

And slaughter swept the lessening board.

And now, alas ! One death-wing'd ball

On William's bosom urg'd its force;

Tom Haulyard saw his youngest fall,

And rush'd to save his darling's corse.

In either fleet conflicting fires

A thousand bloody deaths illume :

Huzza ! Huzza ! the foe retires!

But Henry meets his brother's doom !

Tom Hanlyard was a seaman bold,

Yet might he weep his children slain ;

Down his rough cheek the salt tear roll'd

But does not namesake Tom remain?

Ah no ! beneath the fatal stroke,

I saw my gallant father fall!

Then stood alone the aged oak

Stript of his youthful branches all.

Nor long he stood One iron shower,

The vengeance of the sinking foe,

Burst forth in ruin's desperate hour;

Tom liaulyard sank beneath the blow.-

He fell! and striving hard with death,

All bleeding, struggled to embrace

His sons; to catch each parting breath,

And, dying, kiss each pallid face.

Even now I hear the veteran cry,
" Oh stay, your father with ye falls !

" In Britain's cause we nobly die,

" And who shall shrink when Britain calls ?

" But oh ! thou God, whose heavenly power
" Alike can succour and destroy,

" Receive us in this awful hour,
" And save, oh save this Orphan Boy !
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" My first-born's son!" Serene he smil'd

To meet the death that dimm'd his eye ;

And his last prayer was " Save my child 1"

And his last word was "
victory !"

Oh, peace be on the hallow'd tomb

Of them who never knew to fear,

And ever may their laurels bloom,

Bedew'd with Britain's grateful tear !

But, hapless me ! Of all bereft,

Of father, friends, of hope and joy !

So young, so lonely am I left

Pity the ORPHAN SAILOR BOY!

E. L. SWIFT.

SONNET.

TO THE SEA-BIRD.

WHEN the rude tempest bursts the midnight sky,

And o'er a trembling world impetuous raves,

On the wild wind thou wak'st thy wailing cry,

Undaunted rider of the shelving waves !

From some lone isle, stern Desolation's throne,

Far o'er the deep thou lov'st thy flight to urge,

And while the spirits of the water moan,

Thy light form revels on the roaring surge.

And when the crashing bark the billow scales,

Hanging tremendous in the darken'd air,

When the last effort of the pilot fails,

And all is ho'rror, wildness, and despair;

Thou mark'st the wreck sink in the whelming waves,

That roll their proud heads o'er the cavern'd graves.

ADELINE,
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COURT OF KING'S BENCH, FEBRUARY

PECULATION IN THE DOCK-YARDS.

THE .KING V. MICHAEL AND JOHN HEDGES.

THESE persons were brought up this morning for judgment, when the elder

brother delivered in a. petition, praying that all the punishment might fall upon
himself; and stating, that John Hedges was in no degree culpable.

Mr. Ju-tice Grose delivered the judment of the Court. He stated the nature
of the conviction, upon information to the Attorney General, the objacts in the
business of the Dock-yard, to which the peculation had been directed, between
the nth of March, 1800, and the nth of December, 1801, on which they had

procured from Government the sum of 3,243!. 175. icd. His Lordship then
addressed the prisoners as follows:

"
Upon these charges you have been tried and con-victed, and the trial has

exposed a most enormous system of fraud, at the prospect of which every maa
must shudder with apprehension : the continuance of them would involve :he
ruin of the country, if extended to the various objects to whi<!h the public con-
tracts are directed. It is evident, that no internal wealth, no national produce,
no degree of commercial prosperity, could rescue this country from destruction,
under fraudulent practices of this nature; practices which are equally alarming,
for the magnitude to which they are distorted, as well as for the bold and open
defiance of defection, by which they are distinguished. The only ground of

mitigation for the offence, which suggested itself to the mind of your counsel,

was, that others attached to the public works, in the same concern, neglected
their duty, and that your crime was the consequence of the temptation to which

you were liable from such neglect. But the country must be informed, that

such a ground of palliation will never be admitted in a court of justice; for it

would supply an excuse for robbery, rapine, and murder, by the very com-
mission of those offences, robbery, rapine, and murder.

" This offence has become so frequent, that for the sake of public example,
the severity of the penal law must be applied; and if it be persevered in by the
Officers of Government, as well as by the tradesmen of the dock-yards, and
other great public institutions, no rank or opulence shall shelter the offender
from condign punishment.

" We have attended to the petition which you, Michael Hedges, have de-

livered on behalf of John Hedges, the wretched partner in your trade, and in

your delinquency : unfortunately, it has no foundation in truth; the guilt was

brought home to both of yiui, on the clearest evidence, so that no possible doubt
can exist in the mind of any one on that subject. If frauds like this continue,
the ruin of the country is complete ;

our tax^s can never keep pace with the rapa-

city of our servants. Your punishment must be exemplary, for our public duty
calls upon us to inflict it. We have considered the contents of the affidavit?,

which refer to the general character of integrity you have maintained, and we
uiu>t say, in reply to them, that this fair reputation you have not deserved.

"
Taking all the circumstances of your case into our consideration, we do

order and adjudge, that you do each of you pay a fine to the King of 5:0! ; that

you be imprisoned in his Majesty's gaol of Newgate six months
; that during

the first month of yosr imprisonment you do each of you stand in the pillory,
for the space of one hour, opposite Somerset House ; and that you be further

imprioor.sd until such' fine be paid."
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-ADMIRALTY OFFICE, DEC. 27, iSoJ.

Gfy ofa Letterfrom tie Rigbt Honourable Lord Keltb, Admiral of the Ttluc, Isff.

to Sir Evan Nepean, Bart, dated off Ramsgatc, tie l^tli Dec. 1803.

SIR,
I enclose, for their Lordships' information, a copy of a letter which I have

received-from Lieutenant Young, commanding his Majesty's hired lugger, Spe-
culator, acquainting me of his having attacked and driven on shore tour of the

enemy's gun-boats, with troops on board, apparently proceeding from Dunkirk
to Calais.

I have the honour to be, &c.
KEITH.

MY LORD, Speculator, in the Downs, December 15, l8oj.
I beg leave to inform you, in cruizing in his Majesty's armed lugger, Specu-

lator, under my command, and by the directions of Captain Stewart to cruize

off Dunkirk, the morning of the ipth inst. Gravelines then bearing east by
south, distance four or five miles, I saw four gun-boats, full of troops, running
along shore, which I supposed bound to Calais; at ten A.M. I got very close

to them, and at half past ten 1 had the satisfaction to drive all four of them on

shore, although the enemy opened a fire from six long four-pounders on the

shore : two of the gun-boats must have been wrecked, as the *ea made a break
over them, the other two got off", as I supposed. I am happy to say they never
hulled up. 1 am, &c.

Might Hon. LordKeitb, K. B. ROB. YOUNG.

The Honourable Admiral Cornwallis has transmitted to this office a letter from
. Captain Winthrop, of his Majesty's ship the Ardent, to Captain Sir Edward

Pellew, of the Tonnant, dated the zgth of November, 1803, of which the

following is a copy :

SIR,
The ship chased from the squadron yesterday by his Majesty's ship under

my command, I closed with off Cape Finisterre, so near as to be able to give
her a few shot, and should have been along- side of her in a few minute-: had
not the wind headed me offshore, which enabled her to double the Cape, and

get into Finisterri Bay, where she Ian on shore, from apprehension of our

sending to take possession of her, and at midnight blew up.
i-'he proved to be the Bayoiinaise French national frigate, of thirty-two guns,

and two bundled iucu, from the Havannah, bound to Ferrol.

1 have the honour to be, &c.
R, WINTHROP.

ADMIRALTY-OFTICE, JAN. 3.

Coty of a. Le'.ler from Commodore HosJ, Commander in Cbirfof bis Majesty's Sbipt
anJ festflt in the Lcc-uard l.lanl;. to Sir Elian Kcpean, Bart, dated on board.

Lit Majeity't Skip Centaur, ojf Guadeloupe, the btb of November, 1803.

SIR,
1 have the honour to enclose, for the information of the Loru5 Commissioners

of the Admiralty, copy of a letter I received from Captain Grave*, of his

Majesty's ship Blenheim, Diving an account of the capture of a privateer, by
the boats of that $>np, iu Fort Koyal Hay, Martinique.
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The capture of two more of the enemy's privateers is set forth fa a letter

from Captain Younghusband, of the Osprcy. The brave and handsome con-

duct of .Lieutenant Henderson, and thov..- in the boats under his comruand, is

truly meritorious; and 1 trust such display of the gallantry of our officers and
men will soon make these i'iccarnons repem their temerity On the z6;h ult.

between Tobago and Grenada, the Centaur, after a chase of seven hours, cap-
tured the Vigilante schooner privateer, df two guns and forty men, well armed
with mu.-kctry ; the capture of this vessel is particularly fortunate, as she has,
from her superior sailing and management, done much injury to the trade.

I have also the satisfaction to Acquaint you of the recapture of the brig Earl

St. Vincent, from Dublin, bound to Barbadoes ; and a Swedish schooner, by
liis Majesty's sloop M. Lucia : they had been captured three days before by
1'Harmonie privateer, of Martinique, and who only escaped the vigilance of

Captain Shipley, by throwing her guns overboard, and sawing down her

gunwales.
I have the honour to be, &c.

SAM. HOOD.
SIR, BlenL'tini, off'Martinique, Sept. I 6, 1803.

Yesterday, at two P.M. I discovered a small schooner privateer, apparently

ju't returned from her cruize, and endeavouring to get into Port Royal ; it

being nearly calm, 1 directed Lieutenant Furber, of his Majesty's ship Blen-

heim, under my command, to take the pinnace, and Lieutenant Campbell, the

barge, and to cut her off; she was rowing with her sweeps, but the boats ne-

vertheless came up with her in about an hour and a half, and in a most spirited
manner, under the fire of grape and musketry, boarded and carried her.

I am happy to add, that no lives were lost ; _
the enemy had cue man

wounded; she is called the lortunee ;
mounts two carriage guns, and had

twenty-nine men on board.

I am, &c.

Ccmnsdorc HosJ, "&c. '^e. &C. . THO. GRAVES.

Hi: ASajettfl Sleep fliprty, off" Martinique,
SIR, 0<-i. 51, 1803.

I beg leave to acquaint you, thnt on the a6th instant 1 discovered a suspicious
tail under the land ef Trinidad, and immediately chased ; but on arriving
within about four miles of her it fell calm ; and as I was now convinced she

wjs an enemy's privateer from the number of sweeps she was rowing, and

having no chance of coming up to her in the Osprey, I sent three boats to

attack her, under the command of Lieut. Robert Henderson ; the cutter in

which he was, rawing much fasser than the ether boats, he, without waiting
to be joined by them, in the mo>t brave and determined manner, and under A

heavy fire from the guns and niu>ketry of the -sch >oner, boarded and captured
the French schooner priv.ifeer la Resource, mounting four four pounders, and

having OB board forty three KICK, two of whom were killed and twelve
wounded.

Lieutenant Henderson, with three seamen, are sliahtly wounded, arM one

djngerously ; the cutter had only seventeen seamen in her, who all behaved
with the utmost bravery.

I have further to inform you, that having put Lieutenant Collier, and sixteen

men, on board the prize, he the next day chased and captured la Miiui Frciith

thooncr privateer, of one gun and twenty one men.
I am, &c.

GFO. YOUNGHUaEAND.
ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, J \ N' . 7, 1 804.

Copy *f a T.cttcr from the Ki^Lt fftntmmtlt I.irJ Keith, K.B. Admiral of ll;t Blue,

J.TV. to Sir Evan Nefran, Uait. dated i>n ti/jul iiis Jdlaje.tj't &iij>
tbt Mx-ir*bt

off Xtimsfjle, tie dfij In.i^ni.

SIR,
I enc!oe, for their Lordships* information, a copy of a letter which I have

received from Captain Oweu, of hi* Majesty \ h;p lir.mortuhic, acquainting ine,

/2ac. eitircn. CloI.XI. . x
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that his Majesty's gun l:rig the Archer, and the Griffin hired cutter, (the cr?*f

of the former bring reinforced by Lieutenant Payne and some of the Immor-
talitc's men,) had captured one of tlit enemy's gun-vessels, a dogger, a schuyt,
and two Blankeiibcrg fialmig-boats, apparently part of a convoy proceed.
Boulogne.

1 have the honour to be, &c.
KEITH.

Jmmorta.'tte, at Anchor c.t
'

tie Baxl tie Bc.as, /:

Half S. Four or five .1

MY LORD, ncsdtiy, January 4, 1804.

Having last night reinforced the crew of the Archer with some rru-n from this

Ship, ar.d pushed her in close shore, she was fortunate enough to !Y.!1 in with
and capture the French lugger gun-vessel, l\o. 432, mounting an eighteen and
3. twelve pour.der, commanded hy an Ensign de Vaisseau, with five s<amen, a-

Lieutenant, and twenty-six grenadiers of the thirty sixth regiment of tBe lirtc,

some of whom, wirh two seamen, escaped in her boat during the running fight,
which she continued for a quarter of an hour with her s*?rn gun and musketry.
The Archer had part of her rigging cut, but no one material)- hurt on <

aide.

The Archer and Griffin afterwards captured a dogger, a sc'myt. and tv/o

Elankenberg fishing-boats, which the prisoners report to be v:\rt of a convoy,
which, with a prame of sixteen i;uns, and five or six gun-vessels, escapee
the land in the dark ; seme, I understand, -laden with provisions ui.d siorcs.

The schuyt has gin, and the SMI ing-boats timbers and kcees for boats; each.

.I had three or four soldiers on board.

Lieutenant Sheriff, of the Archer, lias done every thing I could po;-:','y wish
or expect from his zeal; and Lieutenant Fayne, of this ship, who commanded
the boat and party assisting the Archer, executed that service with his uniul

aiacnty; and the Ccmn-.anucr of the briffin has my tharks f.:r the shure he

tore in bringing off the latter vessels, which was effected under a very heavy
fue from the bkorc, to which they were as close as pciLJe.

1 h-ve the honour to be, &c.

(-i.nedj E.\V. C. R. OWEX.
lie Riglt Hoticurallt Lard K^itl, K.2i.

&<.. &c. &c.

ADMIRALTY OfFICE, JAN. 21, 1804.

Cofy "fa Letter from Lieutenant tr'illiam Rol>ert:oa, commanding bis Majesty's Hr'rg
Sfeed-well, to Sir L-oax Nefean, Bart, dated off Dungeiic'.s tbe 1 6fZ> ln*t.

SIR,

I herewith transmit, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the

Admiralty, a copy of my letter to Admiral Montagu-, acquainting him of the

capture of le Hazard French privateer, by the brig 1 command.
I am, oir, &c.

W.VI. ROBERTSON.

His Majesty's Brig Speedwell, Dungcncss-Rcatl,

STR, January l6, 1804.
- In proceeding from Guernsey to this anchorage with the transports imdor

convoy, having on board the 43d regiment, I yesterday, at seven A.M., Peachy
tearing by compass E. by N. distant five leagues, fell in with, and, after a

chase of four hours, captured le Hazard lugg'.-r privateer of Boulogne, com-
manded by Pierre iTanrois Be-auvois, mounting six guns, (two of which were
thrown overboard during the cha^e,) with a complement of thirty- fdVr men.
She sailed three days befoie fir.m Dieppe ; and late the prececding evening, off

Kewhaven, had captured the Jane, a sloop, laden with merchandize, from

Southampton, bound to Lciiiiua.

1 have the honour to be, &c.

Adtniral Msr.'.agut, Portttxoulk W. R.OBERTSON.
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ADM IRALTY OFFICE, JAN. :S, 1?'4

Ccfy of a .' Comm'Jcre ' '

's Majesty'*
ai::l yesssls at lie L-

,
on bsard bit

.f, 1803.

E1R,

F.ariy this morning as the Centaur was r Saline?, on the

J.v^nd of ; I '.;} passing ;

I i... i Maxwell to <^:;d 0:1 far cnoi'gh, tha; by
re could fcr_ Me, \vhcr.: \ve . i-i -':orfd, an.l

and forry seamen

:ou.:h. to destroy it. pn the first

a'jn,, ..,.;! g ard luul ;. '. fourteen c.mr.i>n:;rs of the

ra.ii.:.
; , but by the rapid a:nl .ctivs rriovj-

i and :r.cn on t;. rhe enemy h.id not time :<>

arraii .!vi-s in defence of tiie narrow ynd sttx; t eminence,
. J u brass two- pounder, and on the approach of our men. flew

to the MOP i-, and so dispersed
; . \\ooJ.s, that only oii

1 ..< ; the battery, mounting sis twenty- four poti:

\ ;.td. and the guns, &c. tivrown over the precipice; but,'

cxpl<>sion c;i : ine a little too soon, one seaman
nit Maurice, isc of rhe Centaur, C.^pt uti Crosier and
i the Marines, v/iih six men, wounded, but only one

On drawing nc-T the bay of Point d'Arlette, between the Grande and Petite

Alice of that name, v. red a battery of three guns, (two proved to bj

f-irty two poui >'.. rs, the other a thirty-two pounder.) and people laying down ;

red in a position to flank it, had they th 'Ught proper
to ai Licutti :it Domett, v-ith Lieuteii,^;' nan. of the

Man. M;S over the cliff and binm and destroyed the carriages,

i-tly, the people having abnjuloi.'eJ it on

.ucii; horn this I proiui-e aiy-clf much aid to the bloc!,

.;d out a reinforcement, and also' very cnveiiituf*lof

-au'.v. -

I have the honour to be, &c.
SAM. KOOD.

ofy of anotlier L.^'tfr front
r

'.yd, Commoner :;i C
'

hf of Lh Majesty's
(i at the Lee-ward IilaaJs, to 6;r Evan A^.t.:/;,

Halt, tinted at

SIR,

I i.i-ud enclosed herewith, for the information of the Lort!s Gorhmissionersof

the Au-.i-uky, u list of capture^ ince my last return.

I r.uvj the huuoar to be, &.C.

(Si, SAM. HOOD.

/./;/ cf Vtsiclt captured and detained
l-j

tic Squadron under the C .n:):~nl of Cc.-xmodore

since /J.t Upturn.

French schooner Terese, h-.dcn with raolasscs, taken by the Swift, July 23,

American ship Fame, laden with flour and corn; detained by the Centjur
i 803.

Dutch ^iip buri:i.-.m I'hintcr, from Surinam to Amsterdam, liden wi;h .;j

hcgsheads . .'.s : taken by the
Heureux :

Dutch shi-) Hurtcn, lid?:i \viir. '. coUcn ; taken by the C
fiaa.e date.
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American ship Reward, laden with 4ooclbs. of French Coffee : detained by
ditto, same date.

Dutch brig Young Eeujr.min, laden with sugar and cotton : taken by the

Cyane, same date.

Dutch hhip Haadstricht, laden with 5 '9 hotheads of sugar, 492 coffee, 149
cotton, and 53 cocoa : taken by ditto, bame date.

French privateer schooner Sally, of six guns and twenty- eight men : taken

by St. Lucia, same date.

Dutch ship Good Hope, laden with wine, cordage, &c. : taken by the

Centaur, Aug. 31, 1803.
A Dutch ship, (name unknown,) laden with 410 slaves: taken by the Hornet,

September 3, 1803.
Americiiti hhiji J ucy, laden with 1700 dollars and sundries: detained by the

Cyane, Oct. 8, 1803, and retaken again by a French privateer.
An English ship (name unknown) : retaken by the Serapis, same date.

Spanish armed schooner Maria, laden with provisions, silks, and gunpowder :

taken by 1'Eclair, Aug. 14, 1803.
Swedish ship Little John, Lden with sugar and cotton : detained by ditto,

Aug. 29, 18:3.
A sloop, (name unknown,) laden with coffee, sugar, &c. : taken by the

Guachupin and ht. Lucia, Sept. 2, 1803.
A schooner (name unknown) in ballast : taken by ditto, same date.

French national schooner 1'Enfant trouve : taken by the Emerald, Sep-
tember 5, 1803.
A French national schooner (name unknown) : taken by ditto, same date.

A Swedish schooner : detained by ditto, same date.

A Trench sloop, laden with provisions: taken by the Drake's tender, August
24, 1803.

Schooner Enterprize, la<!en with provisions: taken by ditto, same date.

Frencli sloop Eliza, laden with mahogany and mill-timber: taken by the

St. Lucia, Aug. I, 1803.

Biig Lucrrtia, laden with sugar : detained by ditto, Sept, 16, 1803.
Schooner Diana, laden with coffee and sugar: detained by ditto, Septcm*

ber 27, 1803.

Spanish ship Industrie, laden with 220 slaves, (French property) : taken by
the Guachupin, Sept. 24, 1803.

Ship Lydia, laden with flour, &c. : taken by the Drake, same date.

French ship Resource, of ten men and forty tons: taken by the Port Mahon,
July 10, 1803, on her passage to Jamaica.

French ship Carra, of three gun?, twenty-one men, and thirty tons: taken

by ditto, same date, on her passage to Jamaica,
French ship Constant, of one gun, twelve men, and thirty-nine tons; taken

by ditto, same date, on' her passage to Jamaica.
French ship Courier des Itiors, in ballast ; taken by the Emerald, August

a6, 1803,
An English brig, (name unknown); retaken by the Serapis, Oct. 1803.

1 French privateer Fortune; taken by the 1 lenhcirn, Sept. 20, 1803.
French sloop Nancy; taken by ditto, same date.

English sloop Coiianthus; recaptured by the Elenheim and Ulysses, Octo-

ber 17, 1803.
French privateer Vigilante, of two guns and thiity-seven men ;

taken by the

Centaur, October 22, 1803.
French privateer Resource, of four guns and forty-five men ; taken by die

Osprey, same date.

French privateer Mirni, of one gun and twenty-one men ; taken by ditto,

same date.

Fngli.vh brig Earl St. Vincent, laden with provisions ; retaken by the St.

J ucia, Nov. i, 1803.
bweedish schooner Antelope : recaptured by ditto, tame date.

SAM. HOOD.
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Copy nf anotler Letter fiom Commodore Hood, Commander in Chief of Us Majesty's

Ships and Veuels at the Leeward Inlands, to Sir E-van Nepean, Bart, dated j

board bis Majesty's Sl}':p Centaur, at Sea, the ZOtb November, 1803-

SIR,
I herewith transmit you copy cf a letter from Captain Graves, of his Ma-

jesty's ship Blenheim, stating the capture of the Harmonic privateer, in Marin

Bay, by the boats of that ship and the Drake, under the orders of Captain
Ferris; and the surprize and destruction of Fort Dunkirk, by the Marines under
the command of Lieut. Beatie. The judicious manner in which this service was

planned, the gallantry and zeal of those Officers who executed it, deserve my
warmest encomiums, and I beg leave to give them my strongest recommenda-
tion to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty.

1 have the honour to he, &c.

SAM. HOOD.

SIR, Blenheim, off Martinique, IJtL N"ov. 1803.
I have the honour to acquaint you, that on the I4th instant, the French pri-

vateer schooner I'Harmome, with a prize, having put into the harbour of

Mann, in the bay of St. Ann. Martinique, induced me to suggest a plan for the

capture of this vessel, more destructive to commerce than any other which has

appeared in these seas ; and for this purpose I attempted, against a strong sea

breeze and lee current, to beat up from off the Diamond Rock to the place
where she lay at anchor. It was not until the i6th in the morning that 1 was
able to accomplish it, when, having reconnoitred the harbour of Marin, toge-
ther with the batteries on each side of it, and also one above the town, I deter-

mined on the attempt. , I therefore ordered sixty seamen belonging to his Ma-
jesty's ship under my command, with Lieutenants Cole and Furber, and a de-

tachment of sixty marines of the same ship, under the command of Lieutenants

Ueatie and Boyd, to carry the enterprize into execution ; the former in their

boats to attack the privateer, and the latter at the same time to endeavour to

surprise, or in any event to storm, Fort Dunkirk, a battery of nine guns on the

starboard side of the harbour. It was necessary to do so, to cut off the Militia

from rendezvousing on Marin Point, which being immediately in the track of

coming out, and where doubtless they would have been joined by the troopj
from the fort, would have much annoyed the boats on their return. The Drake

having joined me, a;d Captain Ferris volunteering his services, I directed him
to take the command of the seamen, and to add to them fourteen from the

Drake. All things being prepared, the boats with the seamen towed by the

Drake, and the marines in four boats towed by the Swift hired cutter, at eleven

P.M. proceeded off the mouth of Marin harbour, and by estimating the time

it would take for the boats to row up to the privateer, which vessel lay three

miles from the entrance of the harbour, both parties set off so timely as to com-
mence the attack at the same in,stant ; and I am happy to add, that about three

A.M. on the following morning, by very spirited and judicious attacks, both

parties succeeded ; the fort was completely surprised, the prisoners, fifteen in

r. umber, taken, and sent on board the cutter, the guns were dismounted and

spiked, their carriages totally destroyed, and the magazine blown up; the bar-

racks were spared, as a 1-irge and ripe field of canes adjoining must have inevi-

tably been destroyed had they been ser fire to.

The boats with the seamen passed one battery undiscovered, but the privateer
was on her guard, and commenced a very heavy fire on them, who neverthe-

less in the most rnompt and gallant manner boarded, and in a few minutes
carried ht-r. Two men were found dead on her deck, and fourteen were
wounded. As many of the enemy threw themselves into die sea, many must
have been drowned.

I am sorry to add that the Blenheim had one man killed, and two wounded,
?.nd rlie Drake three wouudtd, one dangerously.

'I he Harmonic was commanded by Citizen Noyer, had eight carriage guns,
acd sixty-six men at the attack, forty-f. ur only of whom were found at the

2
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time of surrender. The boats and privateer renamed the fort on the larboard

sicU of the harbour within musket-shot, but hap} .

unnurt.
The spirited manner in which Captain Fem led the boats to the attack, and

the gallant conduct of Lieutenants Cok- and rurber, the Petty (

on the occasion, merit my warmest praise; nor can I do too much justice

to the conduct of Lieutenant Ikurie, commanding t':e detachment of Royal

JVt-irines, Lieutenant Boyd, the non-commissioned OCicers and p:

'

in the most soldier-like r.ianntr, after beir^ challenged and fired upon by two

sentinels, and perfectly igncnnt of the ij<iiure and number of the troops tliry

had to contend with, ctiy into t; fort with fixed bajonets.
the cns:r.y cried for quarter. By the silence with which the battciy v.v.s carried,

one hundred n-i:itia of ihe fott of St. Ann were cut off from the point of r< ;i-

deevous, and ti.us the plac;T, to answer r.ll our purposes, secured without the

loss of a man
Enclosed is an account of the gucs rendered useless, and stores destroyed, at

Fort Dunkirk.
I have the honour to be, &c.

THOMAS GRAVES.

Jin Account of Ordnance and Stores destroyed, or rendered vsclesi, by a D:!jcbtr.ent of
Royal Marines, belonging to bis jtfjjtsty't Skip BLnbcia

)
at il: AltiiK effort

Dunkirk on tbe Jtland of Martinique ,
l6il> NQV. 1805.

Iron ordnance. Six twenty-four pounders, and eighteen three-pounders,

spiked, and the carriages.
Six barrels of powder, many filled cartridges, one cask of ball cartridges, and

very many cannon shot thrown into the sea.

Several barrels of powder blown up in the magazine.
THOMAS GRAVES.

Cefiy of another Letter from Commodore Ho-jd, Command:r in Ckitf of La P.4.-

Stifs and fcxtls at tbe Leevuard Iilandi, to Sir Evan &efcau t
art. date^i <-;

3.d Decemlxr, 1803.

SIR,
As we lay at anchor in Fort Royal Bay, Martinique, close to Cspe de Salines,

yesterday morning, a schooner with a -sloop in tow, was working up from to

leeward; about eight o'clock, being within MI miles, and
j-i-rct

ivi:
;;
lur in-rn-

tion for bt. Pierre's, I directed Captain Maxwell to weij;li am
1 and

was not discovered until all sail wis set, when the schooner and sl'p sep-tra-
ted ; I sent the S^rah advice boat after the sloop, and the schooner la ^ophie,

belonging to Guadeloupe, of eight gun* re thrown ovcr!-oard ii

chase,) and forty-six men, was captured by thi* shio after a run of twenty-four
leagues; the sloop, her prize, re-taken by the Sat ah, was cut out of CuurUnd
Bay, 'iobago, having on board only a few hogsheads of sugar.

I have the honour to be, &c.

icd) SAM. HOOD.
P. S. Since writing the befor>mentioncd, Lieutenant Domet, in the \

lant tcii'ltr, with the I-arah adv. cc boar, burnt a ici'ooiier in Ance de Perron,
of seventy ton*, and destroyed the battery Chateau Marmot of thr^-t

pounders, without any los^s rn oar part. A parry of ti. >wa
and fired on them, of wlucL they killed oue man, and Hounded tome others.

... II.

Cajty of a Letter from Rear-AJmlril Sir ydit TlowJt Ducfccortl, f'.B. Cim*
KtanJer in Ciiitf'of lh I.fjje ty'i SLiJis anJ Vcuch at ^ ,

JjteJ at fort Jtnyal, tie K)tL Aor. iSiJ.

SIR,

Accompanying this, I send you, for the information of the I erd< Commis-
sioner* of the Admiralty, a letter from Lieutenant FO cy oJ the I.ii^iilr, com*
nundir.g the Giptcy t-.. . r^uch priva'.c.r.
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Captain Roger's, of the Snake, also sends me an account of a French priva-
teer whieh he Lad been in chase of the whole day of the lOth instant; and in

tnuL-avourine to avoid hi-.n after dark, got on shore upon Kocl:y 1'oinr, near
the east end of this island. The prisoner*, sixty in number, he has suit in.

I have the honour to be, &c.

J. T. DUCKWORTH.

Hh Majesty's SJ.wntr G'rpsey, Pott Efyal,
SIR, November 4, I

I have the honour to Inform you, that on the io.th ot Octcacr last, at four

P.M., Ope M.iize bearing north, distant six or seven leagues, I chased, and,
after a rum.ing fight of two hours and forty minutes, c'rovc. on shore, and com-

pletely destroyed, a French privateer schooner, mounting two long ei^lueen-

poundcrs and full of men.
1 si . '.tired to get her off; but the night being very dark, and

the wind freshen ingTrom the S.i-,., was obliged to make sail fur the safety of
his Majesty's Schooner under my command, and join the picket, which ship I

saw sale, agreeable to your ci

I have, &c.

Sir Jet* Thsmat Duel-Mirth, K. B. E. K. FOLEY.
Commander in Cbiif, fS'c. &c. IS'c.

Cefy cf a J.c'itr frim Rcar-AJnisral TLornltyrougL to the Right JJc/nouralli Lard
Kth ''ftlc Blue, l&c. djfid on board Lit Alojeity'i Slip iLt Rulj t

:, tic IJtb Instant.

MY LORD,
I have the honour to inform yonr Lordship, that Captain WooMridge, oflii*

urned to me this afternoon oft" the Textl, having
cut out of the Vi

'[)
of four hundred tons burthen, lajen

with timber, from Merucl bound to Hull, which ship he has sent to Yarmouth
Roadi.

I hrg leav; to observe to your Lord!i'p, that, frcm the very intricate passage
lion of the year, which w.is planned by Captain

inicn of his p-'Iots, and wiiich suc-

ceeded in r!
-..-nt, thereby dejTiving the enemy of -so valuable a cargo,

: ira than it does on Lieutenant Hughes, who cor.-

'. and the (Xticcrs and men who executed, so hazardous an enterprize,
. th. ii:c ul i on the island, and so m.'.ny ether disadvantages.

I have tl?e honour to be, &c.
. E. THORNBRDUGff^

SIR, r^e, ojftbe Vile IilanJ, Jan. II, 18^4.
I have the honour of informing you. that in execu:ion of your orders fef yes-

terday's date, on my arriv.il off the Vlie land, ill his Msj-.sty's sloop, I spoke
ti;e . ->;n Amsterdam, who informed me, tlut a large ship, with

prize colours flying
1

, was !yi^ isi t!>c \".\<'. Roads, waiting a wind to proceed
up the passage; a. d that he iinderstood from the pilots she was an r.uglish

ship. 1 .iLn v.iih naval stores; considering that to deprive the enemy ot a

ship of that description was of material ccuscqticffee, I determined on attempt-
to cat her out; fc;r which purpose, aft-.r ciark, his M.jest. , an-
..d in the .St;:te ; ..i!Ie Passage, in lour and a half fa: horn water, and within

10 co-(ij.>LTdte with the t;.Ji-. whicii were cie-

t^clied a'oout m .Icr the dircciii.:) of Lieutenant U'.
J. Hughes, the

seni- .th sncli good order vas the attack c : him,
tiiat t'ne !,:p was boarded and i.i o'l^i.t i>ut, a'though lying iir.medijcely ut.der

the batteries, ai.d moulting iv, -; and

proves to be a ship from Nicmel, laden witti timber, four hundred ton* bunhen,
taken on the 191!} of December -. . : ...

teen ^ui^, (;n the ro.^c ,l Norway. Jvlr. \Viilmmsoji. iit.p-

bu:r, the Boatswain, and M$;r. Ualc and Daly, MidihipmcOj who were
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volunteers in the boats, Mr. Hughes speaks in the handsomest manrer of;
indeed tlie behaviour of every mun and Officer in the ship was so much to my
satisfaction, that had the resistance been ever so great, 1 have little doubt of the

success.

I am, &c.
Rear-Admiral Tbornbro^b, W. WOOLDRIDCIE.

&c. &c. fcV

ADMIRALTr-OFFICE, JAM. jT, l8o.J.

Cofy of a Litterfrom Rear'Admiral Sir Join Thomas Duckii'irth. K.. B. Conairander

in Chief of Lu Majesty's Sbipi and fesseh at Jumaica, io Sir Evan f\ f ea
> Bart,

dated at fort Royal, the 2.(>:l> of October y 1803.

SIR,
Therewith transmit, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the

Admiralty, two letters from Cuptain Ross, of his Majesty's ship Deairec, rela-

tive to vessels captured and destroyed.
I am, &c.

J. T. DUCKWORTH.

SIR, Dairee, Mancinelle, lytb Aug. 1 803.

Having fetched into this anchorage last evening, and seeing from the mast-

head, over the land, several vessels at anchor in Monte Christe roads, I dis-

patched the boats armed, under Lieutenant Canning, of his Majesty's ship I

command, to bring them out, which service he performed with credit, under a

heavy fire from the batteries, and returned at daylight this morning, with five

schooners and a sloop.
I have the honour to be, &c.

3*. Captain Bligb, Ve. &f. &c. C. B. H. ROSS.

SIR, D:'.irZe, Mancinelli Bay, Sept. 4, 1805.
I have pleasure in informing you, that your boats, accompanied by those of

liis Majesty's ship I command, returned early this morning, having brought
out of Monte Christe all the vessels at that anchorage, to the amount of six sail

of schooners, under a smart fire from the batteries, without loss.

I have the honour to be, &c.

Captiin Bligb. (Signed) CHARLES B. H. ROSS.

Copy ofaaotLer Letterfrom Rear-Admiral Sir jfol-rt Tliomat Duckworth, K. B. Com-

mander in Cbief of Lit Majesty*t S&ips and f^esselt at Jamaica ,
/o Sir Evan -V. -

feti* t Batt. dated at Port Royal, the Z0tl> of Novembert 1803.

SIR,

Accompanying this yo'.i receive, for the information of the Lords Commis-
sioners of the Admiralty, an account of vessels captured and destroyed by his

Majesty's ships and vessel* under my command, since the return of Septem-
ber last.

1 am, &c.

J- T. DUCKWORTH.
I

A Lilt of Vessels captured, dtiiined, and destroyed, Ly Bit JWajetty's Stiff and fe:sefs

at and about Jamaica, undtr the Order* of Sir John TLomat JDvcl-u-ortb, K. li.

Rear-Admiral of tbt Red, and Commander in Chief, &c . &{. 3*.

French schooner Amiable Sophie, laden with provisions; captured by the
Desirce and squadron, September 17, 1803. B. Waterhouse and Co. agents.

French ship la ^age?se, in ballast; captured by the Theseus and squadron,
September 9, i8~j. B. Waterhouse and Co. agents.

French brig Papillon, of 6 guns, 55 men, and 100 tons, in ballast; captured
ty ditto, same date. G. and A. Stewart, agents.

French brig Trois Amis, of 12 men and zaotons; captured by ditto, same

due, and the same ager.u.
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French schooner le Courier de Nantz, of 1 7 men and 70 tons, laden with

flour, wine, &c.
; captured by ditto, same date, and the same agents.

Schooner Sally, of 8 men and 130 tons; captured by ditto, same date, and
the same agents.

Schooner Mary, of 5 men and 90 tons; c.iptured by ditto, same date, and
the same agents

Schooner Two Friends ; captured by la Desiree and squadron, September
9, 1803. B. Waterhouse and Co. agents

1Tench sloop (name unknown] in ballast; captured by the Hunter and Ingle-
field, same date, and the same agen:s.

American schooner Polly, laden with coffee and sugar; captured by ditto,

same date, and the same agents.
Schooner Ursala, laden wiih flour and provisions; captured by the Gypsey,

same date, and the same agenrs.
.Schooner Esperanza, laden with cattle; captured by ditto, same date, and the

same agents.
American schooner Little Sarah, laden with coffee, &c. ; captured by the

Eellerophon and Loring, samt date, and the same J;J;-IK?

Spanish ship Cosmopolite, laden with negroes and trinkets; captured by
ditto, same date, and the same agents.

French schooner Jeune Adelle, laden v.-i?h lia!'*<t, a few dry goods, and iron*

mongery ; captured by the Racoon and Bi-s.l, October 14. 1803, same agents.
French 'cutt-.-r PAmitie, laden wit!) luil.-t, :i few di y go:jds and ironmon-

gery ; captured by ditto, same date, and t' r sair.e J,- .-nts.

1 rcnch schooner la i.iza, laden witi; b.i!Ia<t. a i . \,v .!rv goods and ironmon-

gery; captured by ditto, same date, and the <.im; aj

French schooner No. i. (nr.nv- iir.kno-.vnl, la. leu with ballast, a few dry gortds
and ironmongery; captured by ditto, October 13 1803, same agent*.

French schooner No, z, (name unkr.own,', laJ.-n with a few dry goods; cap-
tured by ditto, same date, and the same agents.

French ship Catherine and .'-del.iide, laden with sundry dry goods and iron-

mongery ; captured by the Cumber! j;:<i and Sti rill, same date, and the same

agents.
French ship Sophie, laden with sundry dry goods and ironmongery; cap-

tured by ditto, same date, and the s.une u^-iits.
French schooner JLalittc, 1-iden with sundry diy goods and ironmonger;- ;

captured by ditto, same date, ::nd the same agei:ts.
French ship Mars, of i gun, } ', men, and 56? tons, laJcn with bal'ast, some

provisions ,iud passengers, 23; soldiers with otiic::is; captured by the Elephant
and squadron, same date, R. l..ikc and Co. agents.

French brig Goelan, i:i ballast; capitulated at Aux Cayes to la Pique and

Pelican, Cumberland and Whitby, October 13, 1803. b. VVaterhouac and
Co. agents.

French schooner Tricolcur, in ballast; capitulated at Aux Cayes to ditto,

same date, and the same agents

French cutter .Sandwich, in bal'.ast
; capitulated at Aux Cayes to ditto, same

date, and the same agents.
French schooner Pierre Chenie, in biliast; capitulated at Aur Cayes to ditto,

same date, and the same ageirs.
French brig Vigilante, in ballast; capitulated at Aux Cayes to ditto, same

date, and the same agent-:.
French schooner Courier et Conquereur, in ballast ; capitu'.dted

it Aux C*yes
to ditto, same date, and tiie same agents.

French schooner PAiguill--, in ballast ; capitulated at Aux Cayes to ditto

same date, and the same agents.
French brig Concorde, in ballast; capitulated at Aux Cayes to ditto, sa:.i>.

d.ate, and the same agents.
French brig St. Antonio y les Animas, in ballast; captured by the Mi;:

same date, and the same agents.
American schooner Nancy, laden with coffee, Sec.

; captured by the .

phon and squadron, same date, and the same agents.

. CloI.XI, Y
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French schooner Rosino et Rosario
; captured by the Ikju;', &c. same fkjet

and the same agents.
French schooner THeureux Rencontre ; captured by the Blanche, &.c. same

date, and the sr.me agents.
French schooner Charlotte ; captured by ths Pique. &c same date, and the

same agents.
American schooner Amphion ; cnpMired by the lihr.che and squadron, same

date, aud ihe .<::me agents.
I rench s.chooner Cor.coid; captured by. the Pique, c. same date, and the

same agents.
American ship Elk; recaptured by the Bellrrophon and squadron, sjn-.e date,

and the same agents.
American ship fi.ame unknown); captured by ditto, sar.ie date, and the

same agents.
American schonner (name unknown); captured by ditto, same date, and the

same agents.
French schooner Fanny; captired by the Echo and B;id<jer, same date.

Privateer run on shoie by the Uypey schoouc r ,.hvi destroys d

L'.L'pir.tnt'j priv.ii.-er wrhooncr i un on sl.oie t>y the uakc apd dcitroyed ;

her crew, tonsiiting of sixty persons, suit to Port Ro)a'.

J. T. DUCKWORTH.
ADMIRALTY OFFICE, JAN. 31, IOC4-

Chfy of a Letter from Caitain Ji'illiam Selby, Comm.inser of hh JlTaicsty's I>if.
rke

Ceriicrvi, to Sir v^n f\e
:'c.:n,

Bart, dattl at SfitLitu!, the zCtb In.nint.

SIR,
I beg you will be pleased to l^y before my Lords Commissioners of the Ad-

miralty, the endowed copj of a letter written to Rear Adiiura Sir jamo
ni.irez, stating my hav.Dg eaptured. in his .\;ajety's s>!ii|

undtr my coaimaiKl,

the national gun-vessel le Ciijineau, and destroyed auoihcr oil Cape la H-^i.c
on the iiight oi die z^th uisunt.

I am, c.

\V. c.rLBV.

Hh Jlftfvs/y'j SL'<1> Cerl.'rus, oF C.ipt la ffaaur.j j
_

. . i i >

SIR, ZGtb January, 10^4.

In pursuance of your orders, I yesterday at one P. M. \\ eighed in his Majes-

ty's ship Cerberus, under my command, from Guernsey roads, and huving

passed tlirough the Little Rwtsel, 1 shaped a course for Capt la ; J

ugue, in orJci ,

if possible, to look into Cherbourg before dark. In our approach to the above

cape, we discovered a convoy of the enemy, consist ing oi four armed ve^eU,

steering to the Eastward. We h^d the good fortune to cut them off before

they reached the Cape, which obliged them to ai.'Chor. 1 he strength >f rhc

tide prevented our reaching them. 1 therefore hauled the wind to the <-ou;l.-

ward, under a press of sail, until aher dark, when we bore up for Cape la

Hague, and Et midnight saw then; toa.itg roui.d the Cape, but so du^c: to

the land that it was considered dangerous 10 take tl'.e :-hip nc.u tl.un How-
ever, a heavy equall of wind dr.ving them a little further from the ,-horc. \\v:

succeeded in capturing the nationii gun-vessel le I. hame-u, and driving one on
the rocks; the rts>t eiTecied their escape, owing to the vicinity of the rock,
which at that -time was not more than a c.'-bk's length from us.

The above gun-vessel is three hundred tons burth<.-n. is quite new, carrying
four long six-pounders and two swivels, and commanded by 1'r^ncis G^.

Ensign tie Yaisseau, having on board at the time of captuie fifty-cight men,
twenty-one of which arc soldiers, fulry acccuucd. .She i> calculated to c^rry
between two and three hundred troops, and appears to be a gun-vessel lit lor

his Majesty's service. I have the honour to be, c.

WILLIAM SLLLV.
Sear-Afitairnl Sir Jamet Sauaarez, Bart, K.B.

I'Lief, Guernsey.
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ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, FEB. 4, I 804.

of a I
'

'ittr frzm j*<i;:<\rnl .M*r' ..'
; -v, Commander in Chief of Its jlfaje:ty'j Shift

at PoiliaautL, to Hiiiij.a ^lartdcn, sy.; duteJ tbc 3 1st of Janu-
ary, jjj.j.

'' "

Be pleased to inform the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that his

Majesty's .siiip- Tril'ime and Hydra yesterday fell in with twenty of the enc- t^,

j>iy'# fi)-.;il.i <.ffC.:;.>j: . I caotured three gun-brigs and a lugger;
'the three former aYe arrived

; :hey are reported new, and hud been launched

only ten days, liavi::,; [xn, .1 the sroclcs The soldiers they had on
b.iyrd were tm larked >he day alter they were launched. Uudernca:h is a fur-

ther descnptiun of than.

1 am, &C.
GEO. MONTAGU.

No. 51, of 100 tons, 3 t-.venty-four-poiinriers. and 50 men.
7>o 4^, of loo Nvis -Hid three twenty four a'id eighteen pound T, and 50 men.
No 47, of loo tons, 3 twenty-four .<:id eighteen pju;)der 3> and 60 mai.

Cvf>y
of a f.cttcr from Captain R.H A. Bcnnfi, Comrr.nnJsr of Lh Majtsty'i Ship the

'tribunct
to li'iMuiu jManJen, *$', daiet it Sta tut jc/Zi of Janujtj, 1804.

SI R,

I beg you will inform the Lords CTnmissioners of the Admiralty, that his

-;y's ^iip Tribune, under my command, fell in with, rhis morning, Cape la

>i,i& ue bearing S.-.W. three' or four miles, a small riot ill i from St. Maloes
bound to Cherbourg, consisting of three brigs and some smaller boats ; as it

blew very hard I gould only capture two brigs, of two twenty-four pounders
and one eighteen-poundef each, manned wi:h iifty-one feamen, and riity sol-

diers of iht 3 id ih-aii-brigade. 1 have sent t,h<_m to Portsmouth. His Ma.
cjjviirtit anu Ot^troyed a large boat froni Id Hague before she sell

ir. with the rl.-tilla ! beg leave to add, chut a frignte, which 1 take to be the

Hydra, c^jnurtd u lu^^er, one of the flutiiia, aud i iefc her in chase of another

Ing.
I am, <Scc.

R. H. A. BENNET.
N. Pi Erigs of the ist Class, No. 47. and 43.

Co'y cf (i J tt'frfrotv CuMtitn (rforge jblunJy, Commar./fcr ofbh Jlfajeitv's Ship tie

HydiUi :-j i: ,.>..tat Alarden, &HJ-', JttttJ at 6>ti, the Jti/ of Jan. 1804.
SIR,

I beg leave to enclo*e you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of
ill- Admiralty, a copy of my letter of this day's date, to Rear-Admiral Sir

jitucs . au:::uu^, rc-s^i^ctmg the capture of cwo of the enemy's flotilla.

1 am, &c.
G. MUNDY.

StR, Hydra, at Sta, Jan 31, 1804.
T have tire "honour to represent, that being close in ith Cherbourg, yester-

djy about mon I discovered a 'traggjing cuiivoy under the land to t.^o west-

ward, and succeeded in separating two brigs and a. lugger from it, the htter I

captured about two o'clock in the evening, and oar; of the former obout tsn at

. within a low league* of the isle of Wight ;
the other I observed was

brought to by a fngarc to the westward : both vessels ure p:-rtcctly ne\v and
v.'ell fnund, aiul minned and ur:i\.

jd .is iuio.v mentioned; they kit St. Miloes
on Sunday cvcuuig, in co.npiuy wiiii tii.-eJ oti.er brigs, and were bound to

Boulogne.
I have the honour to be, &c.

G. MUNDY,
Trig No. 51. commanded by Lieutenant dt- Vaisseau, armed with three twenty-

four-poundirrs. 50 men and cl'kas; a Lieutenant and i6 of which are of the

jzd Regiment of the line.

Lugger No. 411, commanded by an Ensign de Vaisseau, armed with one eigh-

teen-pounder, 36 men und oiucers ;
a Lieutenant aud *6 oi which are of the

iment.
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POLITICAL RETROSPECT.
t

" God ! must this mushrooia despot of the hour

The spacious world encircle with his power ?

Stretching his hanetul feet from pole to pole,

Stride Corsican Colossus of the whole ?

l-'orbid it Heaven ! and forbid it man ! COIMAW.

(ONE important event, universally interesting to Englishmen, has,
^^^

during the last fortnight, wholly absorbed the attention of the

public. It is scarcely necessary to observe, that we allude to the

distressing attack of' illness which his Majesty has experienced. A
Bulletin of our Sovereign's health is daily published ; but this offic-'al

]>aptr is uniformly couched in -such ioodmte terms, that it has

lu'theito been impossible to learn from it, either the particular disease

with which his Majesty is afflicted, the extent of his danger, or

whether his recovery be probable. That his disorder has been of a

t>eri< us, and even of an alarming nature, cannot, however, be dissem-

bled. During his indisposition, in the earlier part of the winter,

every description of public business went on as usual ; but, in the

^resent instance, the direct contrary has been the case. Both Houses

of Parliament have indeed regularly met, but the most important

business even the Volunteer Regulation Bill *, which was considered

as of a pressing nature, has been repeatedly deferred, and several

motions of consequence stand over to a future and undetermined pe-

liod. We cannot perceive the necessity or utility of thus keeping the

public in the dark : they are deeply interested in the event ; and,

tliould the worst happen, which we most ardently implore of Heaven

it rnay not, they ought to be prepared. The preservation of our

beloved Monarch, that common father of his people,

" Heaven's true vicegerent, whose superior soul

Rais'd high above the tyrant's selfish poorness,

Pants but for power of doing good, rejects

All power of doing ill ; who makes no war

*
It was at one time feared, that this bill would be the cause of much dis-

S3tifaction to the Volunteer 1
. ; but it must afford much pleasure to every friend

and admirer of their patriotic exertions, to be informed, that the bill will

rjther secure than infringe their privileges. The right of resignation is to be

fully allowed, ou due notice being given.
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But to revenge his people's wrongs; no peace,

But to secure their safety ; court* no fame

But from their happiness,"

is at all times, but more particulaily at such a momentous crisis as the

present, an object of such general concern to every British heart,

that no concealment respecting him should for an instant take place.

We are indeed taught to believe, that his Majesty is gradually re-

covering. We sincerely hope that this representation may be correct,

and that he may yet reign many long, long years over a loyal and

affectionate nation.

Among other public business, suspended by the King's illness, is a

reported coalition bttween the Fox and Grenviile parties. The news-

papers have been diffuse in their observations on the subject; but we
should not have noticed it, had we not heard the probability of such

a circumstance whispertd from sources of superior information.

Should it take place, we shall be astonished
; for, than the Fox and

Grenville principles, fire and water, Jacobinism and Antijacobinism,

cannot be more opposite, nor could they possibly form a more

heterogeneous commixture. To form such a coalition, each party
must sacrifice some of its principles and views. We tremble for

the honour of one set of men, and cannot but wonder at the pre-

sumption of the other.

In the West Indies, the British naval character has eminently dis-

tinguished itself. The complete evacuation of St. Domingo by the

French has been fully and officially confirmed. The black chiefi

have established a republican form of government, and it does not

appear to be the intention of the English to attempt any kind of settle-

ment in the island. In this conduct we think the wisdom of our

administration is evinced. By prudent management, we may derive

almost every advantage which the produce of that fertile country
can afford, without incurring the slightest risk of either men or money.

Captain Bissell, of the Racoon sloop, under Admiral Sir J. T.

Duckworth, has, by the destruction of the French national brig
la Mutine, on the coast of Cuba, displayed, as his Commander ob-

serves, a superior degree of professional abilities, with great gallantry.

We most cordially join with the worthy Admiral, in trusting, that

he will be honoured with the protection of the Lords of the Admi-

ralty.

The intelligence from Ceylon has been of a distressing nature ;

but we believe there is very little doubt of the ultimate success

of the British arms in that quarter of the world.

The
probability of a war with Spain appears considerably

to have

decreased.
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The internal Disputes of Germany are not yet settled ; but it is

not expected that they will, immediately, Lad to any serious con-

sequences.

The connexion between the two Imperial Courts of Vienna and

St. Petersburgh seems to be drawing closer ; very active negociatioiis

are going forward between them, and Russia stems to be recruiting

both her naval and military forces to a great extent.

The invasion of England by Buonaparte is still spoken of with

confidence ; some new rumour is every day a-float ; and, each suc-

ceeding week, we are told, with much gravity, that the attempt

will be made before its close. At present, we can only say, that

the event will be disclosed bv time.

Courts? partial*

PORTSMOUTH, JANUARY 29.

A COURT Martial was held on Capt. BISSETT, his Officers ami shin's com-

pany, for the loss of his Majesty's late ship la Creole The Court b? ing
1

fully satisfied that her loss was occasioned by her very leaky condition, they
all acquitted.

Feb. 15. A Court Martial was held this day on bonrd the Gladiator, in

Portsmouth harbour, to try \V. JOHNSON, seaman, of his Vaj-.'sty's ship
Chichester, for derrtion. The Court, in consideration of 1m former jrnnd con-

duct, sentenced him to receive only fifty lashes on board his Majesty's ihip C'hi-

cbester, at such time, and in such proportion, as Captain '. . s.vas, his Comman-
der, may judge fit. A Court Martial was likewise he,,; on W. KUDCLFY,
Boatswain of the Leviathan, for absenting himsi If \vithout'l<-:ive. ami IT,'.

for neglect of duty ; sentenced to be dismissed from the office of Boatswain
id his Majesty's service.

Pel. 20. This day a Court Martial was held on board the Ghdiator, on
Mr. O'REILLY, Purser of the luirrdire, for embezzling of provisions. He was
sentenced Ito forfeit double the value of two firkir.s of biuter sent on shore to be

exchanged.. The s.ime diy T. MAHONY, of the Leviathan, \va-i sentenced to

receive 300 lashes, for disobedience of orders and contempt. Captain LUCK.
President.

"SHEERNESS.

Capt. BRODC'HTON. of the Penelope, has been tried at Sheerness, on charges

preferred against him bv the First Lieutenant of the Penelope, (GEDGKS,} and

acqultud, the charges proving frivolous.

Lieutenant CHARLES INOLIS, late of the Buffalo, has been struck off the list of

Lieutenants, in consequence of not abiding hi trial by a Courl Martial, on cer-

tain charges preferred against him by Lieutenant A. FOSSYTO, of the same
armed vwcl.
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NARR ATI-
op AN OFFICER BELONGING TO HIS MAJESTY'S SHIP POULETTE,

1Chicb art bead, 'January 29, 1804.
" The Poulette sailed from Guernsey Koads on the 4th of January 1804, on a

cruise off the coast of I ranee, to p.ouct the I^uuid of AlJerney, and intercept
Mich of the enemy's armaments j ni':;;ht attempt to purs Cape la Hague, on
whidi station she'continutd till the 2id following, v. . thing occurring
worthy of notice; it had b-;cn very b_ul wc-atl.cr for so:ne t;:ne before, with

strong gales from the S. V'., L i.o.v increased ~<< .- . o iisetjuence of

which she was forced from i.er Matin;, am' tho IsL- of

.-.; \ve then bore to the S. At i .. - violently from
\V. N. \\'., with a cross tuibulcm sea ; tl ii.s '.line under a fore-

storm stay-sail, labouring excessively, and the wi.ole of the Ict-si-Jc, ut intervals,

completely under water, which from the quantity en deck, toother with what,
went down the hatchways, rendered our situation :... the

pumps wojld nut deliver equ:il to ue-c p the ship free, she muj-t have foundered

very soon, it now became absoiut.jy uecesfcary, to j.Ttnrve tl:c ship and those

on board htr, to endeavour to get her before the \.ini, t!:is \\.sut length,
with the greatest danger, eiiecu:: : iuu; v. .: i. -l.c v. u so, ii;j ,-e . \.\.s rolling in

an each side to such a degree, that to case h^r t..c boa: was cut from the simi,
four of the guns, the shot, and every mo . : i:rov\n overboard, and

every thing done that could lighten Jier aloft; this, with the firm conduct of the

Officers and ship's company, preserved her. The gale stili continued with
increased violence till l^ur; at five-, made Beachy Head; aud at no.n, on the

zjd, anchored under Bungcne&s, where \s e remained till the weather mode-
rated, so as to enable us to regain <>.ii s -i:i.:i. ('

;,
v\e arrived off

Cherbourg; that evening cha-eci four gun brigs into Uinanviiie bay ; tlic mxt
day captured and destroyed a large hoar, l\o. 1^4, btl.'ii^mg to tne J'rcuch,

Republic, and intended to carry troops for the iiivjsiou of England
afternoon observed several \. ..s;sounLii c a %c la ii.

made sail ill >.!'.aai:
; concciviiij; we conid i.o. ic:eh ihcjn. 'hcni

tack from us, bore up in tha-e o!' a bii;; to lc; drd, v : aking
slicker in tlie bay we iiad driven the four into the cay IK..I - iosc in, and

cxci;angeu several shot with them, aiiJ a battery on t
;

.

mandcd the bay, and rtndticd an attack on thebii-;s not :

^nd stood to tiie westward. JL'uring titat night it blew strong, an-i con(4DUCd-ta

increase ^o a^to oblige us to bear up fur a port at eight A. .\i. on the i8f.li, .it

noon it still further increased to a violent gaie from u . S. V.'., with a tremen-
dous sea, au^ tne weather :o e^c^iv.iv thiek, tiiat we could not see twice the

ship's length; we were now going at th- iu:c i i eievt-n or twelve knots unde-r

bare pcle-s, and endeavouring to make the High. 1 and of St. Alban's, (which
we supposed by account to be distant one or two inile,,i with -n ir.tcnrio.. < f

going in at the. Needles ;
bu: in t:u= v. u were frustrated. By the thickness of

ihe weather, it now became essentially necessary to alttr the course a little to

starboard, which brought the \vir.d broad in tii^t quarter ; and so great was the

quantity of war, . I in on her d-.-i.-ks, tl:jt it caused tr.e inmost alarm for

her safety, 'ihe Master now conceived it iieces^ary to get a cast of the lead;
the first favourable opportunity th.tt oflertd was embraced, and the ship was

attempted to be brought to the wind for that purpose; but in the act a sea

struck her, which threw her on htr broadside,und s ome time ;o com-

pletely buried, that the water \vas considerabiy hi^h
ca htr main-matt; the

man at the helm up to his n iddle, and two teaflfn that were to leeward lite-

rally washed over her gunwale and back again, in tins alarming situation she

remained some time, without the smallest movement or inclination to righten,
nor did the most sanguine expect i; ; but fortunate y the helm was kept hard

a-starboard, which, with the assistance cf the fore st .y-sail, paid her of!", and hhe
was once more got before the wind ; as the quantity of water on deck had now
become greater than e\vr, twelve more of the guns, slides, shot, spars, &c. were

overboard. \Ve were now under the necessity of keeping her before
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the sea, a* we saw that nothing but certain destruction would attend her ! -ij'rz

to : this seemed to be but a prolongation of misery, as, by the course we were

comprlled to steer the ship we knew mu-t very soon bring us in with the land ;

and.' however distressing f> relate, the running her en shore, on whatever part
that might be, seemed the only alternative left for the preservation of the lives

of those on board. I will not attempt to describe our feelings on this melan-

choly occasion ; fearfu! of seeing the land every ir.stant clo=e under the bows,
and expecting, whenever th_t

ir:g'..t b-;, notluj.ji
hut inevitable death to fol'ow.

But by the interposition of Divine i rovidence at this critical moment, and not

before the men on the fere-yard had i'c-cried the land right a-head, the wind
shifted in a tremendous gust to \V. N. \V., accompanied with a clear, which
enabled us to haul up a little, and at the same time presented us with a sight of

the land, which we discovered to be that of St. Catharine. It is impossible to

conceive the joy that was depicted in every countenance from a change so sudden
and unexpected. The scene from this time began to brighten; we were now
enabled to ascertain our exact situation; and at half past nve we anchored in

safety at St. Helen's. <

PLYMOUTH REPORT,
FROM JANUARY 24 TO FEBRUARY 24.

yan,z$. A most dreadful and melancholy accident happened this morning
near St. -Nicholas's Island, at the ledge of sunken rocks called the Passage of
the Bridge, between that island and Redding Cliffs, Mount Idgcombe ; it

blew very hard at S.E. and a sea in the Passage like a boiling pot, in which a

helmsman can scarcely command the steerage of his boat from the run of the

tide. The pinnace of the Prince of 98 guns, Captain Grindall, to ?. ; ve going
round the eastern rocks of the island, fatally attempted the Passage of the

Bridge; when midway, a violent squall at S.E. capsized the boat, and before

assistance could possibly reach her, melancholy to relate, the midshipman and
boat's crew, to the number of seventeen, met 3 watery grave. The accident

was observed from the Citadel Cattery, near the flag-staff, and some men seen

struggling in the water. This is the same place where Captains Drew and

Pulling, of the Royal Navy, were unfortunately drowned, with ten mcfli in

the Cerberus's pinnace a few years since.

26. Sailed on a cruize the Ranger, of 14 guns, Captain Frazer.

a8. Yesterday sailed to join the Channel fleet, the Prince, of 98 guns; Fou-

droyant, of 84 guns; Conqueror, of 74 guns; and Impetueux. of 84 guns. They
sailed at twelve at noon, but were seen in the offing, S. W. of the Eddystone,
when the sun set, having made very little way, and the wind "hen 6.S.W. and

every likelihood of another tempest, which last night ard this moraing took

place to almost as violent a degree as on the I9th instant ; and it being just the

top of the spriag tide, when morning dawned, the lower part of the town, viz.

the Barbacon, the two piers, Smart's Qnay, New Quay, Grey's Quay, and
Foxhole Quay, were completely inundated. The parlours, kitchens, and lower

apartments of the different houses were filled with the wash of the sea upwards
of three feet. The Mars transport, having on heard 1 rench prisoners and in-

valid troops, from Jamaica, drove from her anchors in Catwater, and was near

being ashore; to prevent which, they were obliged to cut away her three

jnajts. Went down the harbour, and sailed directly for the fleet in Lantr)
with naval stores, the S^nta Margaretta, of 36 guns. Four, P.M. It itiH

blows hard, with rain. The Active iiid Diligence revenue cutters are under
orders from the Port- Admiral ; the masters were ?ent for to get their cutters

ready for sea, to carry dispatches at a moment's notice.

29. Came from Cawsand Bay into the c
ound, preparatory to going up the

harbour to refit, having sprung her main-top mast, and received other damage
in the late

gales,
the llantagcnet, of 74 guiis, Hon. Captain de Courcy, in the

hurricane of yesterday ; she, and the Phoinix, of 44 guns, were obliged to veer

away more cable, but rode it out in safety with the Niobc, of 44 guns. Yes-

terday, as the Phoenix cutter was coming froin the slaughter-house with fresb
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fceef, round the Devil's Point, in the run of the tide, and blowing hard, a

squall came on. the sail gibbcd, the boat upset, and the midshipman and
strokesman were unfortunately drowned. The Andromache only lost two meo
on tne pa-,;.i'rc ironi Halifax.

30. Admiral Cornwallis's squadron were not in Torbay last night ; there-

fore it may {> hop'd they have resumed their station off Brest, as the weather
is still mo'.ltrate. The Fox cutter sailed for the gallant Admiral directly off

Brest on Thursday evening with dispatches. Admiral Cornwallis was never

higher up thun vvuhin four leagues S. W. of the Eddystone last Thuisday. and

persevered in bearing down Channel, even during the gale- of -'aturday last.

Came in a Uiitch West Indiaman, last from talmuuth, with coffee, a prize to

the Goliah, of 74 guns.

31. The weruher still continues moderate ; came into Cawsand bay yester-

day, the .Spencer, of 74 guns, Hon. Captain St^pford ; she came in to refit,

snd left Admiral Cornwa. I 111 beating down for his station a few days since.

Captain J.
Pellew is appointed to the command of the Naiad, of 38 guns,

vice Captain W .ills voo, we r.re <-orry to state, lies dangerously ill at his

house in Storehouse. Came in from sea, after a most tempestuous cruize", the

Pickle schooner, ot 14 guns, Lieutenant :

aponriere, with the loss of her main-

topmast and fore yard in the gale of wind of the 191!! inst As the wind is

S.S.W the enemy w 11 most probably venture out Lame in from Tobago the

Favourite, West Indiani.m, Captain Peterf./rd, with sugar, coffee, &c ; had a
dreadful passage : left the island all well six weeks since. Sailed the Neptune
man of war and Doris frigate, on a cruize.

Feb. i. Arrived from Uuemsey the Moucheron. of i 6 gum, with dispatches
from Rear-Adniiril ir

J. ^.umarez, K. B.
;
he ai.d the squadron were all well

last Sunday. This forenoon cut luck a large fleet bound for the Wes"t Indies,
which sailed from I'oitsmouth

; they are mo-tly transports, with troops and
West Indiamen they are the greater part gone up Catwater, and are fine

ships. C'aptam Henderson, of the zqih regiment, came passenger from Hali-

fax in the --Andromache of 36 guns. Captain Laurie loft v. ol. Lord F. Monta-

gue and the zgth regiment all well when he lift the settlement. Came in the

l.ourageux man of war, with about 30 sail of the outward-bound West India

fleet, having been separated in a gale. On the 28th of January 73 sail \< ere

in company, and OH the 29th only 43 sail ; the remainder bore away for Cork.
'1 he following are part of the ships put inhere, viz. the 'ulius Cassar, Sir

Charles Hamilton, Alligator, Juno, Jovian, Lady Arabella, Lady Jane,
Matthew, 1-rancis and Liiza, Tulloch Castle, Canada, Annabella, Reward,
and Flora. Wind S. W.

2 The Courageux, of 74 guns, Rear-Admiral Dacres, which came in

yesterday with about 45 sail, out of 150, of the outward bound West India

convoy, is much damaged in her rudder, and it is supposed will be obliged to

go up rlamoaze. 'i i;ey lu.ve had dreadful gales of wind ever since they left

England, and separated seme days since off Cape Ortegal in a violent gale of

wind, which dispersed the fleet
; the Admiral found it necessary to bear away

for this port to refit. Sailed the Ser^ull, of 18 guns, Captain H. Burke; and

warped up the harbour to refit the Doris, of 38 guns. Captain P. Campbell.

4. Cnrne in two more transports with troops, part of the West India convoy,
in damage, all their boats were stove in. The signal forbearing away of the

West India couvoj, w^s, after the repeated and unsuccessful attempts of Rear-
Admiral Ducres, to proceed, m^de off Cape Ortugal, it then blowing a hurricane.

Several dead bodies of seamen, some foreigners, have been washed ashore near

Bigbury bay, the vessels arc' supposed to have foundered in the late gales.

5. Sailed yesterday the Xcptune, of 98 guns, Capt. Drury, to join Adnrral
Cornwallis's fleet off .Erest.

"

By orders from the Admiralty, Rear-Admiral

Coilingvvood ^lifted his flag from the Venerable, of 74 guns, fitting in Ha-
tnouze, and hoisted it on board the Culloden, of 74 guns, in Cawsand bay, and
sailed yesterday to join Adniiral Cornwallis's fleet; the Culloden has taken out
all sorts of nava! stores for the use of ships disabled in gales of wind. Lieuten-
ant James Wooldrrdge, late of the CuUoden, is appointed l

:

irJ.Lieutsaaut f

$um. uio .XL *
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the VcneraMe, of 74 gur, which sliip it is supposed will be fitted for the flag-

ship of Rear-Admiral Dacrcs, (the Courageux being leaky); the crew of the

t'ourajreux will probably he turned over to the Venerable, mailed the Loadicea,

el 44 guns. Captain JMaitland, to join the Channel licet.

6. The Terrible, of 74 guns, Lord H Pawlett, sailed this morning to join
Cornwaiiis's fl^et. There are now only four sail of the line in Cawsand bay

fitting for sea, which will be quite ready and off this week, as the weather is

fine, with the wind mostly E. and E.N.E moderate. Last night warped into

the sound from Cawsand bay, to wait the morning's tide, the C'ourageux. of

74 guns, Rear-Ad:iirdl Dacre*, and this morning he made a signal that the

vind was fair, and \\ei.t up the harbour into the ba?on of the dock-yard i-he

\viil be immediately stripped, and her hands turned over to other ships, previous
to her going into dock to be repaired. Orders came down yesterday for the

complement of la Franchise, of 4^ guns, Hon. Captain Murray, now fitting in

Hamoaze, and just ready fur sea, to be made up to the war establishment from
the Courageux, as she is to take Rear-Admiral Dacrcs and suite to Jamaica, to

expedite the sailing of the 45 sail of We.st Indiamcn and transports with troops
now here; he shiits his flag from the Courageux, of 74 guns to la 1franchise,

of 40 guns, this d:iy or to-morrow, to tuke advantage ot this fine and fair wind
at ii.N.E.

8. The Gibraltar and Malta convoy, under care of the Hindustan, of 54
.guns, and Thisbe, of 3Z gun?, armed en' flute, are arrived here. The two mui
of war are anchored in C..\vsand bay, with the convoy signal to anchor flyh:/ ;

sixteen of the former are anchored in Catwater, and the rest in the sound.

Captain Dacres, of the Culloden, of 74 guns i-> to join tie Venerable, of 74

guns, and it is supposed she will, when ready, sail for the West Indief, after

la Franchise, of 40 guns, to receive Rear-Admiral Dacres's flag. '1 he Rosa
tender, with rr.cn for the fleet at this poit, from Liverpool, so long missing
and said to be lost, is safe arrived at a small port in Wales, after beating about
in the Irish channel.

ir. Yesterday Rear-Admiral Dacres fbifted his flag from the Conrageui, of

74 guns, to his barge, and then went on bo?rd la Franchise, of 40 gun*, Hon.

Captain Murray, in Hamoaze, and re-hoiited her flag at mizen ; all is hurry
and bustle on board la Franchise. '\Yert into the bound, from Cawsand bay,

per signal, the Thisbe, of 32 guns, Captain Shepheard. Came in from Liver-

pool, last from Swansea, after receiving a little damage in the late gales of

wind, the Rosa armed tender, of 8 guns.

12. This morning the Pegasus, of 32 guns, armed en flute, Captain Pen-

gelly, vhich has been fitting in Hsmoaze, went into the sound, and immedi-

ately lay to for four hours, with signal for convoy for the Downs; a few ship.

joined her, and she sailed directly.

13. Large contracts are advertised by Commissioner Fanshaw, to be en-

tered into the z8th instant, for a number of strong launches and cutters to be

forthwith built, for the service of this port and its vicinity in case of invasion.

Came iu the Minotaur, of 74 guns. Captain Mansfield, from the fleet off Brest,
which she left all well, and en their station, last Friday. \Vent up the harbour,
to refit, the Falcon, of 18 guns, from Newfoundland. Yesierday at noon the

This-be, of 31 guns, Captain Shepheard (the wind being finr and fair at E.N.i:.,

and arparently steady in that quarter,) made the signal for the Mediterranean

convoy to unmoor: those in the sound were soon under weigh, and the ships
in Catwater went all out from thence, and, with the rest of the fleet, put under
care of the Hindcstan, of 54 guns, and Thisbe. of 32 guns, were a-breast of

1

Penlct Point at a quarter before six o'clock, and no doubt will clear Sciily

to-day, as the wind is still fair. This morning Rear-Admiral Dacres, on hoard
la Franchie, of 40 guns, Hon. Captain .Vurray, made the signal of warping
down into the sound, to take the advantipe of the present fair state of wind
and weather. Sailed the S.ui Joi-ef,

of 1 1 1 guns. Rear Admiral Cotton, to

join the Channel fleet. She carries out zo bullocks for the use of the fleet. Her
sick men are all recovered, that were knocked up by hard duty and fatigue in

the Jate galct of vind.
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14. Came into the sound from the eastward, 23 sail of ships to join the

"West India convoy now here. This, morning la Franchise, of 40 guns, k.nr-

Admiral Dacres, warped from the lower moorings into the sound, having
taken in her powder, &c. and had her complement nude up from the C;-ura-

geux, of 74 guns. Two hundred of the Courageux's men were turned over to

the 'Terrible, of 74 guns, Captain Lord H. Pawlett, and the men sent from
the Venerable, of 74 gmif, were returned to her last Saturday from the Terri-

ble. Last evening a frigate of the largest class lay to off the sound, under h-:r

three topsails for one hour, and then made sail to the eastward; it is supposed
from this circumstance MIC is arrived with dispatches. There Ins been a great
desertion of seamen from the outward-bound West India fleet since their arrival

heie. At the request of the Captains, E. l.ockyer, Esq. the Mayor, granted
a number of search-warrants to the constables, who picked up the greater

part, concealed in the purlieus of Castle Rag, supposed for the purpose of

crimping there after the fleet was sailed Rear-Admiral Dacres lias now the

signal for sailing flying, 3 P.M., and it is supposed he Witt be off with the

morning's tide, as the wind is as fair us it can blow. On finding the want of
hands on board the West Jndiamen, he kindly sent 40 stout boys, to work the

ships to Jamaica, to be returned to la Franchise, and other meu of war, on their

anival.

15. This morning before day break la Franchise, of 40 "tins, Resr-AdrnU
ral Dacres, Hon. Captain Murray, fired a gun as a signal tor the \\\-st India

convoy, to get under weigh ; as soon as it was light the signal for the convoy's
sailing was flying, when topsails loose, she was soon broke adrift, and the whole

convoy in sailing order. About 10 A.M. they were clear off r-oulctte Point ;

and the wind had shifted a few points to the Northward of fast, it was still

fair, and it is hoped will hold, till the fleet gets into the trade winds. Ta-sed

by a fleet to the westward, supposed to be East liidianien, under convoy of
the Isis, of 50 guns, four P.M. Wind N.N.'vV.

16. Came in the Pegasus, of 28 guns, having carried away her main-top-
sail- yard ; she is now in the sound getting cp a new o e, aad bending a new
main-topsail. Sailed to join the Channel fleet the Impetueux. of 84 gum ;

Northumberland, of 74 guns; and Spencer, of 74 guns. The only ship now in

Cawsand bay is the .Viinotaur, of 74 guns; she will be off the beginning of the

week. Orders are come down for the Urania, of 40 guns, Hon. Captain Her-

bert, and la Bacchante, of 22 guns, Captain Dathwood, when ready for sea in

Hamoaze, to sail for Spithead ;
from which circumstance it is supposed they arc

destined to carry dispatches to sonic foreign station. Went up harbour from

Barney Pool, the Andromache, of 36 guns, Captain Lawrie. to refit. S.iiicd

the Seaflower, of 18 guns, Lieutenant Owen, to Faimouth, to take convoy to

the westward.

18. Went down from Hamoaze, being perfectly refitted from her late da-

mages, the Aigle, of 44 guns, Captain Wolfe, with three ships which have

joined the gallant Cornwallis from Cawsand bay; he has now 25 sail of the

line besides frigates; 10 sail under Sir R. Calder, Bart, off Ir^lnnd ; and six sail

under Sir E. Follow, Bart, off Ferrol Went down the Sound the Bacchante,
of Z2 guns, Cjptain Dashwood, being quite ready for sea ; she has orders to

proceed off Faimouth, and wait for the Liibon couvoy, aad that for Oporto,
which she takes in charge to their respective ports. The Urania, of 44 guns,
Hon. Captain Herbert, also went into Barney Pool, there to wait for further

orders. Sailed the Aurora, of 36 guns, on a cruise, but in the afternoon she

was recalled by signal for orders. Came in from Woolwich, with stores, the

Abundance of 18 guns. C^me in from the eastward, the a polio, ol 36 guns,
with a convoy ; she went directly up the harbour to refit.

ao. Tt is with sincere concern we have to announce the total loss of his Ma-
jety's frigate Hussar, of 38 guns, Captain P. Wilkinson, a few days since, on
some rocks near the S.iint's Rocks, off U.->hant ; the account states that Captaiu
\V., Officers, and ship's company, are providentially saved.

2*. Last night sailed the Pickle schooner, with dispatches received from the

Admiralty for the Hon. Admiral Coruwallis. Letters received from the in-shore
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squadron, dated the I4th in?t. state?, that the Culloden, of 74 guns, Rear-

Admiral Collingwood, Captain Dacres, is relieved in the command of that squa-
dron by Rrar- Admiral Sr T, Graves, jn the Foudroyant, of 84 guns. 'J he

fleet is divided into three squadrons, one for the purpose of blockading, an off-

shore squadron, and a cruising; sauadron, to intercept supplies. The Planta-

genet, of 74 puns, when ready, it is said, is to convoy the four East Indiamen

now here as far as St. Helen's. '1 he Diamond, o; 36 guns, saw them safe yes-

terday off this port, and then stood away to the westward Sailed on a <ruize,

being refitted, la I oire, of 40 guns, Captain Maithnd; 1'rania, of 40 guns,
Hon. Captain Herbert; and Aigle of 40 guns. Captain Wood. Came in from

the westward, a lare tender full of seamen and landmen for the fleet ; she

went up the harbour to discharge them on board la Resolue slop ship, Lieu-

tenant Nicholas, in Hamoaze.

PORTSMOUTH REPORT,
FROM JANUARY 25 TO FEBRUARY 21, 1 804.

Jan. IS- Last right arrived his Vajesty's ship Cumberland, of 74

Captun Searle, and Chuhxstcr of 44 guns, Capt. Spears, from the West Indies,

after a passage of nine weeks: forty-eight sail of merchant ships sailed under/

their convoy, all of which <-parated-in a dreadful gale of wind, and only one

of them is arrived; the ship's company have been very sickly; twenty six of

them died on their passage. His Majesty's ship, Creo'e, Captain Oshaldiston,
which sa ; led with the above, foundered on her passage homeward ; the Cap-
tain, Officers and all the ship's company are saved. Upwards of four thousand

dollars ate brought home in the Cumberland, from Jamaica St. Domingo is

fiven
up to the '

li'tr.nds. Three frigates and eleven merchant ships are taken

y ,- ir John Duckworth.

27 Arrived the Cerberus frigate, Captain Selby, from Guernsey. She

captured a French gun-boat yesterday morning off Cape Barfleur, which is also

arrived. She has four guns, is 107 feet 1- ng, and had 70 men on board. Ar-
rived also the Nemesis, of 28 guns, Captain -omeryille, from lorbay. Sailed

the 'I ribune, of 44 guns, Captain I'enuett , the Pluto, of 16 guns, Captain
Forbes, and the Busy sloop of ar, Captain Clinch, on a cruize off Cherbourg.

29. His Majesry's ships Britannia, Lord \orthek;~ Prince George, Captain.
Yorke ;

and Windsor Castle, Captain Bertie, are still at ^t. Helen's, owing to

contrary winds. The outward bound We^t India fleet and convoy for th; Me-
diterranean, are alto detained nt .pithead. His Majesty's ship Leviathan, 74
guns, vaptam Bayntun, this afternoon went out of the harbour.

30 His Majesty's ship Cumberland, of 74 guns, Captain Worrell, lately re-

turned from the West Indies, this day came into the harbour to be paid off; her

crew will be turned over to the ships fitting out here ! he Prince George,
08 guns, commanded by Captain Yorke, Was ordered, by express to day. to sail

and join the Channel fleet, as from the violent
g.iles of wind many of them

must be disabled. I he Britannia, of i ip guns; 1'rinces Royal, of 98 guns;
Vindsor Cattle, of 98 guns, are also under orders to join the Channel fleet;

but the weather is eo very bad they cannot get to sea.

3f. Yesterday afternoon his Majesty's ship Hydra, of 36 guns. Captain
M^r.dy and Tribune, of 36 gum, Captain Bennett, discovered a number of

pun 1 o t cose in with the lawt, going from M A i aloes to Boulogne ami we
h< Vv tie pie uure to state, four of them are captured, three of which are arrived

here under the charge of Lieutenant M'Kei zic of the Hydra; they are of the

largest cl.iss, perfectly new, and fitted in the best manner
; each boat had MY

men on board, sailors and soldiers.

ftb I. Arrived the Hydra frigate from a cruise, with a number of French

prisoners
on board, lately taken in several French gun-boats. Sailed the uy
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twig of war en a cruise, and the Traveller, Hall, for Fecamp, lately detained bf
the Pluto sloop of war. Came into haibour a Urge French lugger gun-boat,

jirize to the Hydra frigate.

The Braak man of war, of 50 guns, Captain Claik, sailed from Smyrna on

the aoth of November, with the following *hips under convoy, bound to

England: Queen Charlatte, Liana, Queen, Ives, Starling, Enterprize, and

Catherine.

z. His Majesty's ship Montague, of 74 gun, Captain Otway, this morning
went out of the Inrbour to Spitlu-ad A number of flat-bottomed boars were

employed thi? day in removing French prisoners from .Spithead to the prison

f.hips in the harbour; many of the officers are gone on their parole. '1 he gun-
boats which arrived here on Tuesday, are expected to be surveyed and valued

immediately, for the purpose of being employed in his Majesty's service.

Arrived the Revolutionnaire frigate, and Eliza transport, from Jamaica; the

Crown, Coffrey, from the West indies, parted from the Couragcux man of war
about s.ix days since. Also arrived la Bonne Citoyenne frigate, from the eastward.

\Vent out of harbour th-^ \. ontague man of war. The Speedy brig of war is

appointed convoy for the Downs General Rochambeau and six other generals,
\\ith a number of staff officers, are arrived in the Revolutionnaire.

The French prisoners captured in the gun-boats were landed yesterday at

Porchcster Castle. Several of the renowned jzd demi-brigade (Buonaparte's
favourite regiment], are among them. 'the men execrate the iirst Consul,
who had led them to believe that they had only to land in order to get pos-
session of London.

3. Sailed the Speedy sloop of war, Captain Pigot, with a convoy for the

Downs; and from St. Helena, the Tribune frigate, Captain Bennett; and
the Ariadne, of 20 guns, Captain lElphinstonc, on a cruize off Cherbourg.
Came into harbour the .-\lonzo, Captain Impey. Sailed the i iligence store-

ship, lately returned from Halifax for the river. General Rochambeau, and
the officers who came home in the Revolutionnaire, were landed at Gosport thU

morning, under the care of Captain Thesigar, agent for prisoners.

5. Arrived the Petterel sloop of war from a cruise. Came into harbour

the Conflict gun-vessel. This morning his \'aje?.-y's !>hips Hindnstan, Captain
le-Gros, and Thisbe, Captain Shepherd with the convoy for the Mediterra-

nean ; the Hound, Captain Maxwell, with the outward-bound West India fleet,

made the signal, and got under weigh: but the wind coming round to the

westward, they were obliged to anchor again His \iajesty's ships Britannia,
no guns; Windsor Cdf.tle, 98 guns; Prince George, 98 guns; and Princes*

Royal, of 98 guns, iiotwithstancing the wii.d's being contrary, sailed this day to

join the channel fleet This afternoon arrived the Orpheus of 31 guns, from
a cruise.

6. This day sailed hn Majesty's ships Fisgard, of 40 guns. Captain Lord M.
Kerr ; and Hound, of 18 guns, Captain Maxwell, with a convoy for the West
Indies. Also sail d th Hindostun, Captain le Gros; and 1 hisbe. Captain,

Shepherd, with a large fleet for the Mediterranean. His iViajesty's ships Mon-

tague, of 74 guns, (. aptain Otway ; Leviathan, of 74 gum, <,. aptain Bayntun ;

and Isis, of 50 guns, Captain Lobb, this day went to St Helen's, and are to

remain there as guard ships, in the room of those which sailed yeterday to join)

the Channel fleet. Arrived at St. Helen's the Petei ell sloop of war, Captain
l.amboon. Arrived the Orpheus, of 36 guns, Captain Hill, from a cruise.

Sailed with the West India convoy, the Cambrian extra ship, for Bombay.
8. Arrived the Merlin, of 16 guns, Captain Brenton ; and Magrera, of 16

guns, Captain Duff, from a cruise off Havre; and the Cycleps, armed tnJJute,

Captain Fyffe, with a convoy from the downs, sailed the Bonetta sloop ot war,

Captain ^arge, on a cruise.

12. This afternoon sailed his Majesty's ship Isis, of 50 guns, C'aptain Lobb,
with the outward-bound East India fleet, with a fine brctze at N b. Arrived
the Busy sloop of war, Captain Clinch, from a cruise; and the Minerva cutter,
1 ieutenant Talbot, from Guernsey. Caoic into harbour the Conflict gun*

6
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vessel, Lieutenant Chambers. The zd battalion of the 66th regiment will

embark to-morrow, on board the London and Indefatigable transports, for

Ireland.

13. His Majesty's ship Isis, of 50 guns, Captain Lobb, which sailed yester-

day afternoon with the outward-bound East India fleet, came to anchor last

night at St. Helen's, and sailed again from thence this morning. Sailed the

Orpheus frigate, Captain Hill, for Lisbon ; and the Mercury floating battery,

Hon. Captain Uouverie, for Guernsey. The Isis will return in time to receive

the flag of Vice-Admiral Gambier, to proceed to Newfoundland for the season.

Arrived the Brilliant, of 32 guns, Captain Vcsey, with a large convoy for the

Downs; and the Alonzo, of 16 guns, Captain Impey, from Chichestcr Park. -

Lame into harbour the Princess Augusta cutter. Arrived tiie David Scott and

Thames, outward-bound East Indiamen, from the river, too late for convoy.

14. Arrived the Ppeedwcll, sloop of war, with the Albion and Indefatigable

transports, and several outward-bound vessels from the Downs. Sailed the Cer-

berus frigate on a cruise, and the Orpheus frigate, for Lisbon.

15. Bailed the brilliant frigate, with a convoy for Guernsey; and the abun-

dance storesrup for the West Indies ; she has an immense quantity of warlike

stores on board for the different garrisons in that quarter. '1 he Cyclops frigate

has made signal for convoy to Ireland; he will take under her protection three

transports, having on board 900 troops of the 66th regiment, being chiefly com-

posed of men from the Royal Army of Reserve, attached to it.

16. The Fame, East Inciiaman, which was said to have been lost at the back
of the Is'e of Wight, wt: have great pleasure in announcing, is arrived this day
at the Mother Bank, where she remains with three other outward-bound India

ships, and are expected to sail in a few days under the convoy of his Majesty's

hip Leviathan, of 74 guns, Commodore Baymun. The Diamond, Captain

Elphinstone, has received orders to join the Channel fleet.

17. This morning sailed his Majesty's ship Nemesis, of 3z guns, Captain
Somerville, with a convoy for Guernsey, and from thence to Ireland with troops.
His Majesty's ship Revolutionaire, *of 40 gun-.. Captain Lock, lately returned

from the West Indies, this day came into the harbour to be paid off. A fishing-
boat belonging to this port, this morning run on board one of the victualling

hoys, and was sunk, and unfortunately the master of her was drowned.

18. The East Indiamen appear to be getting ready for sea, and will sail to"

morrow, under convoy of tlie Diamond frigate, for Plymouth. The second

battalion of the 66th regiment, and about 500 men of the Army of Reserve;
have embarked from hence this week on board of transports, \\hich have suikd

for Ireland.

ao. This day sailed four ontward-bound East India ships for Plymouth to

join the Cambrian, which will proceed immediately on their arrival, onder con-

voy of the Isis This day sailed his Majesty's ship Diamond, Captain Elphin-
stone, to join the Channel fleet ;

and the Merlin, Captain Brinton, on a cruise

off the coast of France.

41. Sailed the Diamond frigate, with the Ajar transport, under convoy for

Plymouth.

a*. This morning arrived the Melpomene, Grant; Princess Royal, Nele ;

Colesworth, Ceres, and Betsey transports, under the direction of Captain Wat-
son, of the Royal Navy, in twelve days, from Cork, convoyed by the Argus
sloop of war, Hon. Captain King. Arrived the Pegasus armed eaftute, Captain
Pengelly, from Plymouth. The Argus is ordered to Plymouth to be refitted.

The men of war lying at St. Helen's were ordered this morning to lie at accho?
with springs on their cabcls.
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promotions an"3 appointments.

'75

Captain V.'hitby. to la Dcsiree, vice Ross, who Is appointed to la Pique, in the
room of Captain Cumberland, indisposed.

Lieutenant M'Donald, (son of the Lord Chief Baron,) to the Port Mahon,
vke Neville, deceased.

Mr. J. Sullivan, Purser, to the Ambuscade.
Mr. G. Godfrey, Purser, to the Orpheus.
Mr. Vance, who came home burgeon of the Revolutiooaire, is appointed Sur-

geon oi the Naval Hospital at Earbadoes.

Captain Gosselin is appointed to the Ville dc Paris.

Captain Hunt, late of the Hornet, is promoted to the rank of Post Captain.

Captain W. Hope, to the Atlas.

Captain G. Reynolds, to the Culloden.

Captain B. Dacres, to the Venerable.

Captain P. Puget, to the Foudroyant, vice Spicer.

Captain H. Digby, to the Leda, vice Honeyman.

Captain R. King, to the Veteran.

Lieutenant Baker, to the Shark sloop, vice Herring, deceased.

Lieutenant I. O. I.ucas, to superintend the signals on the coast of Sussex.

Lieutenant Burgess, to the Pigmy cutter, -vice M. White, who resigned in con-

sequence of ill health.

Mr. Sayes, to be Surgeon of the Sultan.

Mr. Steward, to be Surgeon of the Gladiator.

The following promotions have taken place in the Royal Marines : Captain-
Lieutenant d'Esterre, to command a Company, -vice Rowe, retired ; Lieutenant

Ridly, to be Captain-Lieutenant; and Second Lieutenant Herriot, to be a First

Lieutenant.

BIRTH.
On the 30th February, at Lindertis, the Lady of Captain Ogilvy, of the Royal

Navy, of a son.

MARRIAGES.
Lieutenant Drury, of the Royal Navy, to Miss Smyth, neice of Sir William

Smyth, of Hill-Hall, Essex, Bart.

On the i8th February, at Lower Tooting, Surry, Richard Curry, Esq. Captain
in the Royal Navy, to .\iiss Elizabeth Blachford, youngest daughter of Daniel

'Blachford, Esq of the same place.

The same day, Lieutenant F. M. Maurice, of the Royal Navy, to Miss Dale,

daughter of Dale, Esq. of Chelsea.

OBITUARY.
Lately, off theNavassa, Mr J. Mudge, Captain of the Queen Charlotte packet,

and formerly Master of his Majesty's late ship Queen Charlotte.

On the z8th January, at Faieham, Captain John O'Brien, of the Royal Navy,
and brother to Captain E. O'Brien, commanding the Sea Fencibles in the Ports-

mouth district.

Lately, at Jamaica, Captain Herring, of the Shark sloop of war.

On the i3th February died suddenly, at Kingston, at the advanced age of 109
years, George Gregory, surp'osed to be the last of the crew of the Centurion,
which ship circumnavigated the world with Lord Anson ;

and what is more
remarkable, he never had a day's illness since he went to sea, which was in the

year 1714, when he was impressed in the Downs out of the M*ry brig, belong-
ing to North Shields.
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SHIPS LOST, DESTROYED, CAPTURED, AND RECAPTURED, &e.

FROM JANUARY 3 TO 2O, 1804..

THE Polly, Carpenter, from Newfoundland tr,
:

loft on Portlanil Beach. A littl? ot" tiic car,;..

The Vefljl-s Hope, Flcmir.ii.g, from Liverpool to White-

haven, is loft near that harhnur. Crew f.v.cd.

The Mancheftcr, Pa.--, from Liverpool, ws? hlo.i-n out

fif Madeira t'-i.h Nov. iiij captured on the Jift by a. French
cruller. '

T. e Alice Bridger, ., from New York to Anti-

_ , i \<A at Antigua.
Berwick, 27111 Ifccember, Iio3. Tt"? Ari'l. that came

int'j our bay without any pertua O". bo.ir.t, i'i.t

HK'ks about 'three miles north off.ie to.v:;, and

rntir ly to pieces. She belonged to Scarborough, anJ was
loaded with (laves ant feeds.

The Mary, Ch<u:l!rr, from Briftol to Charlefton, was
tot illy lull j;t;i December, near (}!endorc, to we weft -

ward of Cork. Crew and Pafi

The Cu:)ctin, 6altachn, , with coals, was
iirandcd near Cork :oth Decet"
The Erl St. Vincent, Amor/, from Cnrk to Birbarlcei,

baj been taken, retaken, and c-rn-u i:a Djrniuici.

Th.- John, Bo-nell, f..

the Enterprise, .

Th: Samaritan's Hope, B-.on, from London to Trinidad,
is retaken by the ofpray Hoop, a:id arrived at Tr,

The Little George, , rVom O^icbsc to ,

loft at Patrick's Hole, a

The Grimaldi, , bo ;:.J t> P.-irtugal is on ftore

*nU full of water, at Liverp* jl Part of the cargo lavca.

The Caroline, Warbrick, from Liverpool to Afrisa, is

loft an ti.e coaft of Scotland.

The Conftantia, ICein, from Plymouth ts Embden, is

totally loft near the Weier.
A efiel loaded with iparj, Raves, fire. (Ojppofed from

America,) is loll near St. I/e>, in Cornwall. P*rt of the

car^u fjve-1

Ti.e Bolron, Spence, from A'rca, i; captured by a
^ 7..a:etr to Uiewin-warJ ct Birba oc3. The cap-
tain Ri;irl ip r:

T; T .nier, , from Africa to the \Veft Ind t~-t

foundered near r. ;-scp:e :'a cd in hi-r p.ir.e

the Bra-vr, ar. .;

Th'.' \Vctnberry, F.vans, from P!ym',-v!:h to London, took

Bre at TlymcuUi 4th Isnuary, a-:

Ti-.c C.iroline rr^d^-r

Xor.d-m, is loft near Peieriic'vl

The Count Eernftoff, , frc/ri B,'

of France to CM : .1 l.y ;lie

Swallow private (hip of war.
The Flora, Lee, from New York to Amftcrd I

tained by the Phnix frijute, and ftnt i

The Leandtr, of and f .,;, and t!

Eagle, , from Ipfv.ich :o

tured by (he Suwirrow pri.areer, retaken by the Jamaica
frigate, and fent into Plyrn'jut'i.

The Muhiwk, , from Georgetown to Amftenlsni, is

ftramled near Boulogne.
The Frickheiten, Schmidt, frim Stockhnlm to Hull, and

the Confederacy, C abtref, from Petersburg to Dublin, are
wrecked >n the Orkneys.
Th; (loop Prince of Wales, RufTi;!, m?!:cr, of Torfcry,

was run down off the Berry H- al, on th= b:h of Jar.uary.
Crew faved and landed at Prrtf'no'.ith.

The C incordia, Pictcrtcn, from London to Kiel, it on
ihnre near Tonningen.
The Robert and Ann, Atkinfon, from Sunderland to

London, with colls, is funk on the Cockle (and, Yar-
mouth.
The Retrieve, Chatcr, from Petersburg, and the Atty,

Harrnb, , from Mcmcl to London, were wrecked on Lcf-
fe 30th Nov.
The Emmanue-', Dahl, frim Portfmou^h to Lnbeck, is

Ijft near Arur.dahlin Norway.
The Riin Detr, ,

from Catavia to Rotterdam, h

taken by the Eliza, Cattera], of Liverpool, and arrired at
Cork. j

Ti>e New York, Seward, f.m New Orleans, and
MHKI, hatch, from Poit.ai^d in America, are on ihore in
the dock at Lirerpoo', ^nd full of u ater.
The Ncpt;;i,t, Nef;, from L<md'>n to Wiitby, i'

ted -pie favcd.
The Ethaii'iii, j'crro:i, from LonJo.:, ii wrtcKtd orf

*

Adam
, from q^-l'oc to London, fca:

been dcl'o-;

takea on board an AJIH.: u at th;
Ills ot' Muh.

--sand Ruith,- , *'.->: n K.'rva to Chepflow,
-he Ch.iu,^ Gn'iiiin, I.'.M.- Ktia,, t-'ih N.j.tm-

Thc Majnet,-, f :., Qutriifc t> London, taken by
:lie Br.ia.c privateer, is .

The Dtwfon, Middleto . >.> Marynort, the
Ariel, Aifltelljtiom Pett". , arc totally loft

r.tar Ar-,,

The inip Eigle, -.vltl. fugar and cofTee, from Roaon, an*
the ComiT: . ti-o.-n lijitimort, V..TO iiriuu^<i
on tli= jcl inllar.; mar G

Trie Jolian, Scliudt, f.-ora Baiavia to Hnliiind, is cap-
tured by tlie Mayflower pri>a:eer of Uuernfjy, iir.u :invt4
at Plymouth.
The Rin^rmire, , from NewJbundland, is loft off

Viana. The CTCA' a:-id part 01 tVe cargo faveil.

The Un:on, ^eci^e, from Hoiidiira; :o Lnn.o:i, ha? beer,
t.ikt;i by a Frencli p.ivattcr, gu-e.-i up, and arrived at New
Providence 4th Nov.
The Jane, Way, from Newcaftle to Teisrmouth, was

talttn jjti Nov. an-J carried into Boulogne, with two bugs
belon;i'ip. to Si;

Ti.e Loftus, Klind, (f. Cr.rtel), from Demarara to Am-
fterdam, hai b<cn blown p^t of the weftcrn iii.

:t of Portugal.
The Hope, Cuftion, li..m Gi:;n.fey to Briftol, it

rl outh, c.rgo txp:vt..i; to he !avcd.

, frum DunJtc fi.r u ibbrawh ;

, rn.in Newha.cn f Su:::lcr:ar.'j ; tic
:iand ; and tnc .-.c-.ive, of 6ur.-

dds.
The I.ilvjrtj , late MiUer, from Banger to Newiiaven, is

loft mar Per.zaiu-e.

.Carmen, Certncha, from St. An-lsro
to Mo:.: few miles from Monte
The S. ringer, Law, from Memel to H.uil, hai ; ten taken

by a Dutch pnvatter, ;:\'.<\ carried into tie Tc.vl, from
in cut out by the Scourge lloopof warr

in,o Yarino th FnaUs.
- tr m Bayonne to Lul.eck, ia de-

tjie Ann and Maria privateer, and arrived at

Plymouth.
T.:c jane, Bcvi;, fi'oni Southampton to Lond. n, "i

captured on Su;;d.,y la:t off Newhaven, by a lug^ci priva-
teer, which was foortjy after taken by the api.ca.vii. b ig
ofwa--.

TI,- Tane, Eaker, from St. Thomas's to Hamhro',
! by the DcC-iUe f. icate, and arrived at Por.f-

mouth.
., William?, frcm Baltimore to Opoito, is totally

i.e COJli of 1'nr:

., Grarti-k, fr. m Leghorn and Briftol to Dub-
kc.i at VVickto* Head.
a. Carpen-er, from Newfoundland to Poole,

was lo.r on Portlanj Be^cr., m Deccmbi-r ift, ai.u 3 teo-

p.e dro-vned.
The F.y, -^f-i'iith, with coals, bound to Lynn, is taken

bf a Krcnc:, pr.v.^eei, ai.d c .rried int) Flulhin,.
The J.-.fim, Taylor, of Br.nlingtnn, bound to London,

wreck.-d near hoinfey, on the Yurkftiiie coaa. C.iptaja
drooned.

\To be continued regularly,

~







BlOGRAfftlCAL MEMOIR* Of

SIR JOHN ORDE, BART.
VICE-ADMIRAL OF THE WHITE SQ^T A D JtO Sj

"
S:t honour in one eye, ar.d i;aih in th: other,

And I will look on both :

Far, let the Cods o sp.'ed nu, as 1 love

-.me of honour more tluu I fear death."

S H A : r. 3 ? r A R M

IN a work, the peculiar province of which is to record the

lives and actions of brave and honourable men, we trust

that the candour of cur readers will pardon us, should we

sometimes be found guilty of the cin of repetition. We
have before had occasion to observe, that " man is so much

the creature of circumstance, that, even in war, it is not

'possible that every latent energy of valour can be called

forth ;" and that it will not, tli-refore,
" be deemed a dero-

gation from the merits of the greatest Commanders, whcss

daring and successful exploits reflect a lustre on our annals,

to say that, if many others^ who have passed to the grave

unnoticed and unknown, had been placed in their situations,

they would have achieved deeds of equally high import."

This is not offered as an apology for the memoirs which

we are about to present: they need none; neither is it

intended as an invidious allusion to any of our naval

worthies, who " bear their honours thick upon them 5'

but, as

" many a gem of puren r-.y erene

" The dark unfathbm'd caves of ocean bear ;'*

as
"
many a flower is horn to blush unseen,

" And waste its aweitness in the desert air;"

so also may it, without injustice, be remarked, that many*

a hero^ whore judgment, whose feelings, whose prowess,'

whose merit of every description, entitles him to the

. e^ron. Qol.XI. A A
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exalted fame, is compelled, from some untoward fate, to

remain in humble obscurity; when, could his genius but

have its way, it would burst forth to the admiring world, a

"
bright and particular star" of the first magnitude and

glory !

The family of Orde, to a descendant of which we are

now directing the attention of our readers, appears to be of

great antiquity, and to have been long possessed ofconsiderable

landed estates in Northumberland and Durham, which, in the

latter county, were held in capite under the bishop, by right

of his palatinate, especially at and in the neighbourhood of

Orde, near to Berwick-upon-Tweed, where, probably, the

family was originally seated. Most of these estates, in both

counties, still remain in the family, and part of them, viz.

at Orde, Norhara, Grindon, &c. descended to John Orde,

Esq. (father of William Orde, Esq. now of Morpeth and

Nunnikirk, in the county of Northumberland, and of Tho-

mas Lord Bolton, and of Sir John Orde, Bart. Vice-Admi-

ral of the White, &c.) as heir male of his cousin, William

Orde, Esq. of Sandy-bank House, Member of Parliament

for Berwick-upon-Tweed.
Sir John, the subject of the present sketch, was born m

December, 1752, at Morpeth, in the county of Northum-

berland, and was principally educated at the grammar-school
of that town.

That we may not interrupt our narrative of the profes-

sional life of Sir John, we shall here briefly observe, that,

in 1781, he married Margaret Emma Stevens, daughter and

sole heiress of the late Richard Stevens, Esq. of Charleston,

in South Carolina, who died in 1790. In 1793, he mar-

ried Jane Frere, the present Lady Orde, daughter of John
Frere, Esq. of Roydon, in the county of Norfolk, by
whom he has two children now living.

Sir John commenced his naval career in 1766, on board

his Majesty's ship Jersey, of sixty guns, commanded by

Captain William Dickson, and bearing the broad pendant

of Commodore (since Admiral Sir Richard) Spry, then ap-
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pointed to command on the Mediterranean station. In the

Jersey, he served nearly three years, at the end of which he

embarked on board the Antelope, of fifty guns, then com-

manded by Captain George Gayton, and carrying the broad

pendant of Commodore Byron, Commander in Chief on

the Newfoundland station, and Governor of that island.

After nearly two years' service in the Antelope, he removed,

on the armament of 1770, on board the Barfleur, of ninety-

eight guns, commanded by Captain, now Sir Andrew Snape

Hamond, Bart, and intended for the flag of Admiral Lord

Howe, nominated to the Mediterranean command. On the

convention being signed with Spain relative to the right of

Falkland's Islands, the Barfleur was put out of conTmission,

and Sir John went to the Jamaica station with Admiral Sir

George, afterwards Lord Rodney, in the Princess Amelia,

of eighty guns, commanded by Captain Samuel Marshall.

By Sir George he was made a Lieutenant in 1773, ar)C* re-

turned to England, as third Lieutenant, in the Rainbow, of

forty-four guns, Commodore Collingwood. On being paid

off from the Rainbow, Sir John went over to France, for

the purpose of acquiring the French language, &:c. where

he remained until called home at the commencement of

the American war.

In 1775, Sir John, being appointed Second Lieutenant in

the Roebuck, of forty-four guns, commanded by the present

Sir Andrew Snape Hamond, Bart, proceeded in that ship to

America, and continued with Sir Andrew until 1777, hav-

ing, in 1776, become First Lieutenant by the death of Lieu-

tenant Leake, who was killed on board the Roebuck, when

going up Hudson's River, daring the attack of New York

and Fort Washington*. In 1777, he was removed from,

the Roebuck into the Eagle, of sixty-four guns, Lord

Howe's flag-ship, where he uas received as First Lieutenant.

* On passing the enemy's batteries, the ships sustained a heavy cannonade,

by which nine men, exclusive of I.icuteii*ut Leake, were killed OB board tht

Roebuck, and eighteen wounded.



liO BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS

By his Lordship, who was t ien Commander in Chief on

the American station, Sir John was soon after promoted to

the rank of Master and Commander, and appointed to th$

Zebra sloop of war. In that ship he assisted at the reduc-

tion of Philadelphia and the forts of the Delaware, In

1778, his services were rewarded by his being made Post

Captain, and appointed to the command of the Virginia-

frigate, of thirty -two guns, then repcntly taken from ths

Americans.

On the appearance of the French fleet off the bar of New

York, the Virginia then being without masts and under

repair, Sir John offered his services to Lord Howe, on

board any of the line-of-battle ships about to meet the

enemy : they were graciously accepted ; and Sir John, with

most of his Officers and crew, were ordered on board of

the Raisonable, of 64 guns, Captain Fitzherbcrt, Sir John

being furnished with a p^kct crder from Lord Howe, to take

the command of that ship in the event of Captain Fitzher-?

bert's death. In the Raisonable, Sir John accompanied his

Lordship to Rhode Island, in pursuit of the French fleet,

where it was his Lordship's intention to attack them, had

they continued at ancl or in different parts of the harbour,

as they were when his Lordship first saw them. On the ap-

pearance, however, of the British fleet, the Count d'Estaing,

\\ith his whole force, immediately came out, when Lord Howe
offered him battle, but without courting an engagement, the

English fleet being much inferior to the French, and Lord

Howe expecting to be reinforced every hour. The two

Beets in line of battle, the French to windward, continued

sailing almost within gun-shot of each other all the day ; but,

a violent gale of wind arising in the evening, they were then

entirely separated, and many of them disabled, among which

was the Raisonable. Thus was that truly great Officer,

Lord Howe, prevented from adding nnother wreath (at

least of that more brilliant kind, reserved exclusively, in

{his country, for those who distinguish themselves in

tg tfce jaurels which already encircled his brow.
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In the autumn of 1779, Sir John had the honour to lead

the small British squadron up the difficult navigation of the

river Penobscot, in pursuit of the American fleet, then em-

ployed in the siege of Fort M'Lean. Here he was again de-

prived of an opportunity of distinguishing himself in battle,

Although the Virginia was for some hours within long gun-
shot of the Warren, a large American frigate, by the Ame-
rican Commodore running on shore the whole of his fleet

not before captured, consisting of eighteen sail of vessels of

war, with many transports, &c. and burning them before

the British squadron could bring them to close action. On
this occasion, however, the Hampden, of twenty guns,
struck to the Virginia, after having received a few shot.

That our readers may be fully acquainted with the ardu-

ous nature of this service, which, in its progress and com-

pletion, reflects the highest honour on the British arms,

we shall take the liberty of making the following brief ex-

tract from AnoLPHUs's History of Englandfrom the Accession

cf George the Third) &c.

The attention of Sir George Collier and Sir Henry Clinton wa

now diverted from the meditated attack on New London, by the

necessity
of affording succour to a British establishment in the bay

of Penobscot, made by General [Colonel]] Francis Maclean, with

six hundied and fifty men, and three ships of war. The intent of

this settlement was to check the incursions cf the enemy into Nova

Scotia, and obtain ship- timber for the King's yards at Halifax and

in other parts of America. The executive government of Massachus-*

set's bay, by laying an embargo on all the shipping at Boston, and

offering lurge bounties, levied a squadron of nineteen armed ships and

brigaiitines, carrying from thirty-two to ten guns, twenty-seven

transports, and three thousand troops. Maclean was only apprized

of the designs of the enemy four days before their arrival: he ha4

pot completed any part of his fortifications, but by the indefatigable

industry and zealous emulation of the sea and land forces, he suc-

ceeded in keeping this formidable and disproportionate equipment at

bay, during twenty-one days, perfecting in the nican time his de-

fences, and narrassing the invaders by continual alarms and frequent

enterprises. At length he received information from a deserter, that,

pa tjie ensuing day,
a general attack would be made by laqd and
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sea : every preparation was made for repelling the assailants, but in

tkc morning the garrison had the satisfaction to perceive that the in-

vaders had deserted their works, and were shipping their artillery and

evacuatin" ihe place. The welcome cause of this sudden movement
t> *

was, the fleet under Sir George Collier, to which the whole American

armament would have been an easy prey, but most of the vessels were

bnrned to prevent a capture .

The following official letter of Commodore Sir .George

Collier, exhibits a detailed and interesting account of the

subsequent proceedings :

SIR, RattoJfffi.'f, in Pencbscot'bayt dug. 20, 1779.

In the letter I wrote you for their Lordships' information the 28th

e last month, by the Sandwich packet, I mentioned my having re-

tired certain information that his Majesty's garrison at Pe:.obscot

was besieged by a considerable rebel armament of troops and ships

from Boton, and that I proposed immediately proceeding with the

quadron to1 their relief, flattering myself I should be able to give
their Lordships a good account of the enemy's fleet ; these hopes
hate not proved illusive ; for we have taken, blown up, and destroyed
them all, not a single vessel of any kind having escaped.

I sailed from Sandy-hook on the 3d instant, with his Majesty's

Arps Raisotiable, Greyhound, Blonde, Virginia, Camilla, Galatea,

ed Otter sloop; nothing very particular happened in the passage,

xcept 'he taking of two privateers by the Greyhound and Galatea.

The constant thick fogs separated the squadron, but they all rejoined

me in a few hours after I arrived off the island Monhagen, the place

of rendezvous, except the Otter sloop, whom I have never heard of

race. We lost no time in immediately proceeding up Penobscot

bay; and the next morning, August 14, about n o'clock, the

rebel fleet presented themselves to our view, drawn up in a crescent

across the river, and seemed inclined to dispute the passage ; their

resolution, however, soon failed them, and an unexpected and igno-
minious flight took place. The Blonde, Virginia, and Galatea, were

K this time advanced about three miks a-head; nevertheless, without

waiting to form the squadron, I made the signals for battle and fon a

general chase. The King's ships followed them with all the eager-
oe which a desire of destroying their enemies could inspire. Two
of the entmy's fkx-t, viz. the Hunter and Defence, made an unsuc-

Putt VoL UL of ADOLPUUS'S Hitftrj of England, p. 189.
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cessful attempt to get off by the west passage of Long Island, but

failing in that, the Hunter ran ashore with every sail standing, and

the Defence hid herself in a small inlet, where she anchored, both

intending to push out to sea as soon as it was dark. I sent Lieutea-

ant Mackey, of the Raisonable, and 50 men, to board the Hunter,

which he succeeded in without loss, though many popping shots

were fired at him by, the rebel crew from the woods. She is a

fine ship, mounting 1 8 guns, and supposed the swiftest sailer in

America.

I directed Captain Collins of the Camilla to proceed into the inlet,

and take or destroy the Defence ; that measure, however, was not

carried into effect, by her blowing herself up at midnight. She was

a new brig, carrying 16 six -pounders.

The King's ships continued their pursuit of the rebel fleet up the

river Penobscot, and considerable hazard attended this part cf the

chase, from the extreme narrowness of the river, from the shoals, and

from the flaming ships on each side. The Hampden, of 20 guns,

finding herself so closely beset, as not to be able to run ashore, sur-

rendered. All the rest of the rebel fleet (amongst which is a beauti-

ful frigate, called the Warren, of 32 guns, 18 and 12 pounders)

together with twenty-four sail of transports, were all blown up aud

destroyed.

His Majesty's sloops the Nautilus, Albany, and North, which had

been left for the protection of the garrison, soon got themsdves in,

condition, and also joined in the chase.

General Lovell, who commanded the rebel army, and Commodore

Saltonstall the fleet, had fixed on this day to have made a general

assault on the fort and ships, which our appearance happily pre-

vented.

The remainder of their army and sailors are now exploring their

way through thick woods and desert wastes, where probably many of

them will perish with hunger.

Since their defeat they have quarrelled amongst themselves, and

fought, by which between 50 and 60 men are slain.

We have taken a great many cannon, though I cannot ascertain

the number ; there are amongst them some of 1 8 and i z pounders*

which will be very useful to the garrison ; several of the ships' guas
will also be recovered.

It is incumbent on me to express to their Lordships my particular

approbation of the behaviour of the Captains and Officers ef the

squadron, who shewed the most spirited excrtiaug in the attack and

destruction of the enemy's fleet.
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I enclose a return of the killed and wounded on board the three

sloops of war during the siege, as also a list of the rebel fleet.

I have the honour of sending their Lordships these dispatches by

Captain Dickson of the Greyhound, an Officer of merit, and who

has had a principal part in contributing to our successes.

I propose staying but a few days here, to make some necessary

arrangements, and then return to New York.

I am, Sir,

Your most obedient and humble Servant,

Philip Stevens, Esq. GEO. COLLIER.
S^s^^->

A Return of the killed, wounded) and mining, of the Crews of his

Majesty's Sloops North, Albany, and Nautilus, during t!x Sicg: ly

tbe Rebels of bis Majesty's Garrison ofPzsozsCOT,

Albany r killed, 4 wounded, I missing.

North 2 killed, z wounded.

Nautilus I killed, 3 wounded, I missing.

GEO. COLLIER.

A Litt of tbe Rebel Fleet, vndtr tbe Command of Commodore

D. SALTONSTALL, destroyed at PENOBSCOT.

Warren, 32 guns, (18 and 12 pounders,) blown up.

Monmouth, 24 guns, ditto.

Vengeance, 24 guns, ditto

Putnam, 22 guns, ditto.

Sally, 22 guns, ditto.

Hampden, 20 guns, taken.

Hector, 20 guns, blown up.

Hunter, 18 guns, taken.

Black Prince, 18 guns, blown up.

Sky Rocket, 1 6 guns, ditto.

Active, 1 6 guns, blown up.

Defence, 16 guns, ditto.

Hazard, 16 guns, ditto.

Diligence, 14 guns, ditto.

Tyrannicide, 14 guns, ditto.

Providence sloop, 14 guns, ditto.

Armed schooner Spring Bird, 12 guns, burnt.

Nancy, 16 guns, bound on a cruize, but captured by the Grey-
hound, gn our passage to Pcnobscot.
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Rover, 10 guns, bound also on a cruize, but captured by the

Galatea on our passage to Pcnobscot.

Together with twenty-four sail of ships and vessels as transports all

burnt. Some provision-tessels taken.

GEO. COLLIER.

We should have observed, that while Sir John Orde
was serving as Lieutenant in the Roebuck, then employed
in Virginia, conducting Lord Darnou, the Governor of the

Province, with the shipping and troops compelled to leave

Norfolk, to Gwynn's Island in the Chesapeak, he was ordered

by his Captain, the present Sir Andrew Snape Hamond, to em*

bark on board a sloop tender (commanded by a gallant young
man named Whitworth, brother to the present Lord Whit-

worth), and to precede the fleet to their intended anchorage,
with a flag of truce, and a proposition to the American Officer

commanding in that quarter, for a cessation of hostilities on

both sides, while the British fleet should procure water and

refreshments. Sir John was at the same time requested, by-

Lord Darnou, to take charge of some Proclamations, ad-

dressed to the American people, inviting them to join the

British standard. With this request Sir John, perhaps in-

cautiously, complied. When the sloop arrived within about

a mile of the shore, he anchored her; and, in a small boat

rowed by two unarmed men, with a white flag flying in her

bow, a drummer beating a parley, and himself steering, he

moved towards the shore, where he perceived a post of the

Americans. When within about fifty yards of the beach,

a shot was fired from a rifle, the ball of which entered on

one side of the boat, and, passing between the drummer
and Sir John, lodged in the other side. In consequence of

this, Sir John ordered his men to lie upon their oars
; but,

perceiving the Americans beckon them to advance, the boat

was pulled to the shore. On landing, Sir John complained
to the Officer commanding the post, who was a back-woods*

man, of having been fired upon. The American, in reply,

coolly told him, that, if
he had not made a worse shot than

. (ZEfcron. OJoI.XI. B B
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be was accustomed to do, be (Sir John) would not have leen

there to tell bis story. Sir John pointed out to the Officer

his defenceless situation, and his flag of truce ; endeavoured

to explain the rights belonging to bjth, and to make him

fully sensible of his intention strongly to represent his

conduct to the British Commander on his return to the

fleet. Apparently irritated by this remonstrance, the Ame-

rican immediately ordered his men, in the name, as he said,

of the Thirteen United Colonies, to seize as prisoners Sir

John and his three men, and to march them into the coun-

try. On the march, Sir John was offered horses and

other accommodations by several gentlemen who met the

troops, and who appeared greatly to disapprove their Offi-

cer's conduct. On arriving at the quarters of Colonel Dan-

gerfield, about ten miles from the shore, Sir John com-

plained to him of his treatment, and stated the propositions

which he had been charged to make. Col. D. apologized,

as well as he could, for the conduct of his subaltern, observ-

ing, that he had never before been employed but against the

Indians, with whom every stratagem and violence were

practised. He declined complying with the British propo-

sals, but assured Sir John that he should be safely escorted

to his boat, and allowed to return. During the whole of

this time, Sir John had the printed proclamations, given

him by Lord Darnou, secreted under his waistcoat, the dis-

covery of which must have proved fatal to him. On his

return to the shore, it being then nearly dark, he contrived,

by requesting to step aside, to deposit this dangerous charge

in the body of a bush. He was destined, however, before

recovering his ship, to experience other trials ; for, on pro-

ceeding a short distance farther, the party was met by

messengers, apprising them of the British fleet having an-

chored off Gwynn's Island, and of its having fired upon
and killed some Americans. On this, Sir John was again

threatened with detention ; but, on expostulation, they

allowed him to proceed to the shore, where, however, his

boat was not to be found.
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In this melancholy situation, dreading the break of day,

when, probably, the British troops might attempt to land,

Sir John was walking backwards and forwards on the beach,

the tired soldiers sleeping around, when a man passing him

at some little distance said,
" Sir ! the Americans have carried

tff your boat, and mean to keep you prisoner ;" adding,
" don't

come nearer to tne, I will soon cross you again and say more."

On turning, he crossed accordingly, and said,
" My name

is Patten
;
/ am an American^ but a friend to the English :

desire the Officer to let you have any other boat that can be found',

and) if he complies, follow where I shall lead, and you will

fnd one" Sir John on this applied to the Officer, who, not

thinking a boat could be found, told him he should have

one, could it be met with. Sir John proposed to look about

among the bushes near the beach, in doing which he fol-

lowed at a distance his friend Patten, who, as he had pro*

mised, led him until he actually stumbled on a small two-

oared boat, hidden in the bushes. This Sir John's men

easily launched ; and, though no oars were to be found,

they paddled her on board the Roebuck, with their hats and

caps, where they were gladly received by their much re-

spected Commander, and by the worthy Lord Darnou, who
had been most anxious for their safe return.

In 1780, Sir John Orde assisted, in the Virginia, at the

taking of Charlestown, where, after passing Sullivan's

Island, he served on shore in the command of a battalion

of seamen, and was favourably noticed by Admiral Arbuth-

not, then Commander in Chief in America, in his official

dispatches on that occasion.

At the close of the campaign of 1780, he was sent by
Admiral Arbuthnot with dispatches to England ; and, soon

after his arrival, was appointed to command the Chatham,
of fifty guns, in which ship he was shortly after sent back

to America, at the particular request of the Admiral com-

manding on that station.

In 1781, Admiral Arbuthnot being recalled, Sir John con-
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veyed him to England in the Roebuck, into which ship he

had removed from the Chatham for that purpose. On his

arrival at Spithead, Sir John was ordered to join the fleet

tinder Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, in the North Sea, where

he continued with Commodore Keith Stewart, who suc-

ceeded Admiral Parker in the command on that station,

until 1782, when he was put under the orders of Commo-

dore, now Admiral Elliott, and by him employed as senior

Officer of a small squadron on the coast of France.

In January, 1783, Sir John was appointed to the Roebuck,

one of the ships of Commodore Sir John Jervis's (now Lord

St. Vincent) squadron, then about to sail on a secret service

of much expectation.

In February, the preliminaries of peace having been

signed, Sir John was honoured with the appointment of

Governor of Dominica, and Receiver of the Monies arising

from the sale of lands in the ceded islands. In December of

that year, he was sent to take possession of his government,
in the Adamant, of fifty guns ; and, on his arrival at Do-

minica, in January, 1784, he received it from the French

Officer then in command.

Soon after his having assumed the government, Sir John
was called upon to act with vigour against the large bodies of

armed run-away negroes who inhabited the woods and

fastnesses of that mountainous island, and who about that

time threatened with destruction the lives and properties of the

inhabitants. This Sir John so completely effected, by a

most judicious use of the means furnished him by the Colo-

nial Assembly, on a plan entirely of his own, that, in a

short time, the value of lands rose nearly 50 per cent*.

* The following Unanimous Vote of Tlankt, from the Council and Assembly of

Dominica, was presented to Sir John on this occasion :

This Board ami House taking into consideration the readiness with which

your Excellency was pleased to engage in the service of the Colony, under the

Act for the suppression of the Runaways, the seal and ability with which the

forces raised by that Ace have been put into action, and the unremitting a^ten-

tion your Excellency has shewn in the whole progress of this business, cannot
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In 1789, Sir John obtained his Majesty's leave to return

to England, for the purpose of making some arrangements

relative to his own private affairs. In 1790 he was created

a Baronet ; and, at the latter end of the same year, he re-

turned to his government in the West Indies.

In 1791, in consequence of French intrigues, and the

propogation of French principles in Dominica, an alarming
insurrection of the slaves took place in one quarter of that

island, in which some lives were lost. By the prompt and

able measures of the Governor, however, the insurrection was

happily quelled, and the leaders delivered over to condign

punishment *.

permit the Colony to derive those advantages without testifying our grateful
thanks to your Excellency as the author of them.

Imputing to these services the present security of our properties, and the

tranquillity of the public,

We beg to offer to your Excellency this acknowledg-
ment of our obligations ; and, in presenting a pledge of our gratitude, we ven-

ture to hope your Excellency will meet the just reward of his Majesty's most

gracious approbation.

(Signed) A. STEWART,
Council Chamber

',
House of Assembly, Pretident of the Council.

Aug. 1 8, 1786. THO. BhECH,
Speaker ofthe Alterably.

5*0 tis Excellency Governor Orde, fcsV.

* The following is a copy of the Address of Thanks to Governor Orde,

from almost the whole of the principal Planters, Merchants, and others, of

Dominica :

To Lit Excellency, Sir Jotn OrJe, Bart.

Captain General and Governor in Chief

ofthe Inland ofDominica, \3c. \3c. \$c~

SIR, Dominica, Afril, I79 1 '

We, the Planters and other Inhabitants of this Island, impressed with the

highest sense of gratitude for the measures so prudently formed, and promptly

executed by your Excellency, for the suppression of the late alarming and dan-

gerous revolt of the Slaves, cannot omit seizing the earliest opportunity of re

turning your Excellency our most sincere and unfeigned thanks for the same.

In contemplating evils of such magnitude as those which so recently Im-

pended over this Colony, we cannot enjoy our present state of tranquillity and

apparent public safety, without offering to your Excellency this tribute of our

grateful thanks, for removing those dangers from us

2
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111 1792, Sir John again returned to England, in conse-

quence of the special call of his Majesty's Ministers, who

We at the same time intreat your Excellency to have the goodness of allow.

ing os to convey, through your Exce'lency, our obligations, in the most

acceptable manner, to Lieutenant Colonel Myers, and the Garrison under his

command, for the readiness and zeal with which they co-operated in rendering

ns such essential services.

(Here follvw tvio btan/reJ and t-wtnty- nine Signatures.)

The subjoined letter, from London, was also forwarded to Sir John Ordc,

on the occasion :

SIR, (Copy) London, 6tb May, 1791.

It is with very particular pleasure we have observed the happy termination of

the insurrection of the negroes in the island of Dominica, and that we have

seen, in consequence of it, the Address which has been presented to your Ex-

cellency by the Gentlemen residing in your government, offering their acknow-

ledgments for the judicious and effectual measures which were taken on your

part, and which produced the accomplishment of the object so speedily, and

with so little bloodshed and inconvenience. We should be exceedingly sorry to

be found backward in joining our thanks to your Excellency, to those of the

Gentlemen in the Island, for your exertions in favour of the Colony in this

instance ; and we earnestly hope, that on every occasion in which the interests of

the Island of Dominica are so essentially concerned, you will always meet with

equal success.

Allow us to convey, through your Excellency, in the most acceptable manner,
our sense of our particular obligations to Lieutenant- Colonel Myers and the

Garrison under his command, for the readiness and zeal with which they co-

operated in rendering us such essential service.

Permit us likewise to wish your Excellency a continuance of good health,

and every comfort in your Government.

We are, with rsepect,

Your Excellency's most obedient

and most humble Servants.

(Signed; RICHARD NEAVE.
SIMON FRASER.

JOHN TOVNSON.
"WILLIAM MANNING.
RAWSON AISLABIE, for

JAMES NEAVE.
RAWSON AISLABIE.

ALEX. WILLOCK.
JOHN LANE, for Self and
THOMAS FRASER.
ROWLAND HUNT.
THOMAS OLIVER.
GEORGE ROSE.

iTu Ex:iUin:y Sir Jeha OrJe, Dart,
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wished to consult him personally on the affairs of the

colony.

In 1793, having attended the investigation, before the

King in Council, of some complaints which -had been

brought against him, by a majority of the Members of the

Assembly of Dominica, and defended himself against them

so fully, that they were dismissed in a manner perfectly

satisfactory to his feelings f> Sir John solicited, and ob-

tained, his Majesty's permission to resign his government*
and to resume the active duties of his profession.

Sir John, indeed, had accepted the government of Do-

minica, with the view of holding it only during the time

of peace ; and, in consequence of the above-mentioned ap-

plication, he was immediately appointed to command the

+ On this occasion, Sir Jhn received the following official letter from Mr.

Henry Dundas:

SIR, Whitehall, l\tb June, 1793,

I have great satisfaction in transmitting to you, personally, a copy of tha

Report, made to his Majesty by the Committc of Council, and approved by
his Majesty, upon the charges which have been brought against you in your

capacity of Governor of the island of Dominica. I concur with you in lament-

ing the length to which the proceedings upon those charge* have run, not-

withstanding your readiness to wave all formal objections, and to concur in

whatever might lead to a decision on the merits of the case; but the Com-
mittee of his Majesty's V

J
rivy Council, equally attentive to your credit, and to

the claims of your accusers, found it necessary to proceed in the manner they
have done, although it might protract, for a time, their final decision : besides,

your presence in England seemed highly necessary, not only for the more

complete investigation of the charges in question, but in order that his Ma-

jesty's servants might have an opportunity to communicate with you upon
the general state of the island, and particularly upon so extraordinary a cir-

cumstance as a suspension, on the part of the Assembly, of its most necessary

functions. The result of the inquiry of the Committee of his Majesty's Privy

Council into the charges exhibited against you by your accusers, is highly cre-

ditable to you ;
and the more so, from the full and minute considerations

which those charges, and their general imputations against you, underwent.

In consequence of your earnest wishes, at this moment of hostilities with

France, to be enabled to offer yourself for active employment in the line of

your profession, I am to signify to you, that you have his Majesty's gracious

permission so to do.

I am, Sir,

Your mot obedient, humble Servant;

Sir Jdn Orde, Bart. HENRY DUNDAS.
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Victorious, and soon afterwards the Venerable, of seventy-

four guns, in whicli last ship he joined Lord Howe, who

then commanded the Channel fleet.

In 1794, Sir John was ordered, with six ships of the

line, to proceed to a certain latitude, and there, as senior

Officer, to open sealed orders; but this service was counter-

manded before an opportunity offered for leaving Torbay.

About the latter end of the same year, Sir John was again

directed to take the command of four sail of the line, and

two frigates, and to proceed with a body of troops in trans-

ports on a secret service ; but these orders were also coun-

termanded before the fleet was ready to sail.

In 17951 Sir John was appointed to command the Prince

George, of ninety-eight guns ; and, on the first of June,

in that year, he was promoted to the rank of Rear-Admiral

of the White. In the beginning of 1797, he was ordered

to hoist his flag on board of the Cambridge, of eighty guns,

and to take the command at Plymouth, during the absence

of Admiral Sir Richard King. On this service he continued

until the close of the disgraceful mutiny, in the month of

May in that year; and, on his return to town, he had the

satisfaction to have his conduct highly approved by Lord

Spencer, then First Lord of the Admiralty. This must

have been gratifying to Sir John ; for, next to the exalted

satisfaction which every honourable man must experience

in the consciousness of having scrupulously performed his

duty, is the pleasure in finding his conduct the theme of

public approbation.

In the month of June following, he was ordered to

hoist his flag at Portsmouth, and to preside at the Court

Martial appointed to try the mutineers at the Nore.

In October, of the same year, Sir John sailed from Spit-

head in the Princess Royal, and with the Merlin, of seventy-
four guns, under his orders, to join Lord St. Vincent, Com-
mander in Chief on the Mediterranean station, in the

Tagus. In November following, he was sent by his Lord-

ship with the command of a squadro.'i of eight sail of the
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line, and a proportionate number of frigates and sloops, to

blockade the port of Cadiz. There he continued, till re-

lieved by Sir William Parker, in January, 1798; and was

sent back again on the same service, after that Officer had

been compelled to leave his station by a superior force.

This service, though certainly not the most splendid, was

not the least arduous, especially during the winter months,

when Sir John principally conducted it. The position ne-

cessarily taken by the blockading squadron was embayed.
In the port of Cadiz there were about twenty sail of the

line, with some frigates, kept apparently in constant readi-

ness to put to sea, which threatened on one side; whilst,

on another, the squadron was liable to attack from the

Toulon fleet, unchecked in its operations, and known to

be preparing for some important expedition.

On Lord St. Vincent resuming the immediate command

off Cadiz, Sir John received his thanks in the following

vvorc's :

" You have shewn uncommon ability and exertion in

preserving your position during the late unpleasant weather^ and

I very much approve every step you have taken."

Not long after this, however, a serious misunderstand-

ing took place between Lord St. Vincent and Sir John Orde,

which terminated in the latter being ordered to- shift his

flag from the Princess Rpyal to the Blenheim, of ninety

guns, and to return to England in charge of a large convoy.

Before leaving the fleet, Sir John, conceiving that he had

been unhandsomely treated, wrote a letter to the Admirajty,

requesting a Court Martial on his Commanding Admiral,

which he sent to Lord St. Vincent to forward *.

* The following is the letter alluded to: -vide a pampklet, entitled,
"

Copy

of a Correspondent, Uc. bttivcen tb: Right Hon. tie Lords Commiuiontrt of tie AJ-

:y, ile Riglt Hon. Earl St. Vincent, K.B. the Right Hon. Earl Spencer, K.G,

and Vice-Admiral Sir J. Orde, Bart. :

Princcis Rnyal, iff" Cadiz, 1<$ib August,

SIR, Three Starterspart 7 o Chck, P.M .

The Right Hon. the Earl of St. Vincent, K.B. Admiral of the Blue, and

Commander iu Chief of his Majesty's ships in the Mediterranean, &c. having,
in my opinion, acted unbecoming the character of an Officer, by treating me

. Cfcion. flo! XI. c c
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On Sir John's arrival in England, he was acquainted by Mf.

(now Sir) Evan Nepcan, that their Lordships, of the Admi-

ralty, did not think proper to comply with his request *.

Sir John saw Lord Spencer, and personally urged his claim

to the Court Martial which he had applied for; but, not

having been able to succeed in his object, he wrote a letter

to the Admiralty, stating his reasons at large for having ap-

plied for it, and his clependance on their Lordships adopt-

ing some other mode which might equally answer his

in a manner unsuitable to my rank, between the lyih of May and the 29th of

August, 1798, both days inclusive :

I am to request you will be pleased to move their Lordships of the Admi-

ralty, to order a Court Martial to try the Right Honourable the Larl of St.

Vincent, K.B. Admiral of the Blue, and Commander in Chief in the Mediter-

ranean, for having acted unbecoming the character of an Officer, by treating

me in a manner unsuitable to my rank, and contrary to the practice of the

service, between the i;th of May and the 29th of August, 1798, both days
inclusive.

Be so good, at the same time, to assure their Lordships, that necessity, and

a sense of what I owe to the corps to which I belong, as well as my own
credit and character, have alone induced me to adopt this unpleasant measure

at the present moment.

1 have the honour to be, &c.

Evan Nefean, Esq. J. ORDE.

The following i a copy of Mr. Nepean's letter : vide the pamphlet before

quoted :

Sl, AJmiralty-Offtcc, Oct. 10, 1798.

I have received and communicated to my Lords Commissioners of the Admi-

ralty, your letter to me of the 29th of August, in duplicate, setting forth that

the Earl of St. Vincent had, in your humble opinion, acted unbecoming the

character of an Officer, by treating you in a manner unsuitable to your rank,
between the 17th day of May and the 29th of August, both days inclusive; and

desiring I would move their Lordships to order a Court Martial to try the

Right Honourable the Earl of St. Vincent, for having acted unbecoming the

character of an Officer, by treating you in a manner unsuitable to your rank,
and contrary to the practice of the Navy, between the i;th day of May, 1798,
and the 29th August, 1798, both days inclusive; and I have their Lordships'
command* to acquaint you, that having taken the tame into their considera-

tion, as also what you stated in your letter to me the 301(1 August, and icth
.' eptember, oa the same subject, they do not think proper to comply with

your request.

I am, Sir, &c.

7 Rttr-Adminl Sir Jib* OrJt, Bart. EVAN NEPEAN.
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wishes*. To this letter Sir John shortly received two in

* The following is the letter here alluded to, which, as it contains some

obs-.rvations of a particular nature, we have thought proper to insert at full

length :

SIR, Gloucester Place, Oct. 3J, 1798.

1 had the honour of receiving your letter of the loin October, signifying to

me that their I ordships did not think proper to comply with my application for

a Court-Martial on the F.arl of St. Vincent. Their Lordships are, I trust,

already convinced, by my several communications, of my extreme reluctance,

however sensibly affected by a treatment wholly unforeseen, and fas I hope I

may venture to say) unmerited by me, to adopt the strong measure of request-

ing a Court-Martial on my commanding Admiral, at such a moment as the

present. Their Lordships will have observed, that suffering, both in mind and

character, by the very injurious proceedings by which alone Lord St. Vincent

thought fit to mark his apparent displeasure with me, I made ineffectual at-

tempts to obtain from his Lordship some less severe crplanation of the cause,

for the humiliating exhibition of me in thi eyts of the fleet (wherein their Lord-

ships had been pleased to assign me my post of service), as a disgraced Officer, and

as one unworthy of maintaining my station in it. I need not point out to their

Lordships the extraordinary mode by which alone the Admiral chose to notify
his orders for my departure, or tl: repeated refusal of an ansiucr to my tem^-rate rs-

pre:ciitation of surprise and cunc.rn at my unex tmfleJ degradation ; or my wish, by
opportunity of discussion, or other mode, at his option, of accounting to his Lord-

ship for any pr.rt of my conduct which might have appeared objectionable to

him, although I was utterly unconscious of any just ground whatever, of impu-
tation against it. I could not possibly suppose he was longer influenced in his

determination for my removal, by the nature of the remonstrance I had pre-

sumed to address to Lord i-pcncer, upon the command given to my junior, Sir

Horatio Nelson, because I had now communicated to him the answer with which

his Lordship had honoured me, and by which it was evident, that I had been far

from soliciting my recall, and his LordsHip, far from deeming my continued ser-

vice, where I was, unacceptable ; and indeed it would originally have been

difficult to have believed his Lordship serious in his idea of my recall or removal,

as a necessary consequence of my having made this representation (be having

explicitly a::urtJ iS';r William Parker, that be thought tin preference giveti to Sir H
Nelson o-ver bit seniors a very Lard measure, and such as sbouLl induce a strong remon-

strance), if he had not thought fit on a subsequent occasion to excite my regret

for the step 1 had taken, by a remark upon the probable loss I had thereby in-

curred, of the contingent command of the whole fleet. I could, therefore, only
conceive that his Lordship might have taken offence at my freedom of remon-

strance against certain doctrines and practices, which he had suddenly promul-

gated, and peculiarly exercised against me, in the supposed discharge of my
duty; and by which I no: only felt myself aggrieved, but apprehended that an

Admiral, with an inferior flag, would have been thereby reduced to a state of

insignificance, or even of dependancc on his own Captain; with possible, and

indeed probable, consequences of most dangerous tendency to his Majesty*!

service; and by which also an indefinite latitude of accusation and condemn**

lion was claimed by the Commander in Chief, with the power of his absolute
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reply, and about three weeks after, he was offered to hoist

prohibition upon the person accused, to use, however guiltless he might (perhaps

at least) be of the charge, any means of explanation, or endeavour to exculpate

himself. My feelings of what I thought due to my own station, but m.uch

more my sense of the danger and disgrace thus unjustly, as 1 conceived, hang-

ing over the career and reputation of every subordinate Ollicer in his Majesty's

service, from the highest to the lowest, when under the command of a supe-

rior, made me at first venture to remonstrate with, and run a risk of giving a

momentary umbrage to an Admiral whose eminent tajents and splendid conduct

in his command I had admired, under whom I had been solicitous to serve,

and ivlioie approbation I tad mads it my earnest ambition and uniform study
to de:eriic.

Impelled by no motives of persona! dissatisfaction against such a Chitf, I only

hoped to gain from his more reflected consideration of the consequences of part

of his own system, an alteration of great importance, not only to my owrj

credit and comfort, but to that of the whole corps, whose cause was thus in

question. Here I had left the matter, and flattered myself that no occasion

could have ever again brought forward a necessity for revival of it. I deeply

lament that I was mistaken ; yet still my conscience tells me, that I justly dis-

avowed any impulse of personal resentment, even when under the severest

sufferings from the aggravated harshness, which my humble remonstrance had

appeared to have drawn upon me from his Lordship, at the time of his order-

ing me to quit the fleet, and under the impossibility of relief from any other

resource, at such a moment, by Lit total refusal to give aay auiiver. I at last,

contrary to my decided meaning and wish, hardly prevailed upon myself to

make an appeal in the way I did, to an authority whose peculiar competence
to decide on points of naval discipline, might best avert the mischief which had

injured me, and threatened, by the persevering severity I had witnessed, the

welfare of the service, and even the safety of individuals in it.

With such sentiments strongly impressed on my mind, I thought it more

liberal and manly to take my part at once, by which I had an immediate oppor-

tunity of communicating it to Lord St. Vincent himself, and making bim aware

of my design, than to reserve my complaint and charge till my arrival iu England,

although 1 should much have wished to have acted under their Lordships' more

especial opinion and direction, and particularly in a case wherein their own

authority seemed to be involved. Having thus presumed to trouble their

Lordships, as simply as I could, with the account of my ideas and motives in

this business, which, in obedience to my sense of duty, I set on foot, I do not

mean, on this occasion, to call in question their Lordships' right to decline com-

pliance with my application, or to object to their exercise of it. To them is

best known, what sacrifices the present state of affairs requires; and they will

appreciate the risk that might arise from a limited attention to the evils I repre-

sent. To their decision 1 submissively bend, confident, however, that they
will be pleased to substitute such other means as, nut liable to any personal incon-

venience or interruption to service, may speedily and effectually answer the great
end I had in view, of preserving the naval service from alarming innovation,
and of rescuing my own character and professional situation, now cruelly at-

tacked and debased, from shame and ruin. The greatest part of my life has

been devoted to the service of my country. I hope that I have done no dis-

credit to it. I would wish to die in it, free from blame or just attaint.

7fl Evan Ntfean, Etj. J am, Sir, &c, J. ORDE-
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his flag ill the Channel fleet *. This, however, Sir John

thought it his duty to decline, for reasons which he assigned

to Lord Spencer at the time, and which he afterwards

thought it necessary to offer in detail, in a letter to the

Admiralty t.

* The following are the letters here alluded to, received in reply to the

above :

SIR, Admiralty-Ojpce, November t, 1798.

I have received and communicated to my Lords Commissioners of the Admi.

ralty, your letter to me of the 23d ult. explaining, for their Lordships' infor-

mation, the motives by which you had been influenced in your several repre-

sentations respecting the conduct of the Earl of St. Vincent, particularly on the

occasion of his removing you from your station in the fleet under his orders.

And I have it in command from their Lordships to acquaint you, they do

not consider the reason his Lordship has assigned for sending you home, suffi-

cient to justify the measure
;
and having already signified their opinion to him

on that head, they do not thick it necessary to take any farther steps on the

occasion.

I am, Sir, &c.

Rear-Admiral Sir J. OrJe. EVAN NEPEAN.

SIR, Admiralty- Office, zd November, 179?.

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint

you, that having directed his Majesty's ship Blenheim to be dismantled and

paid off at Chatham, they have ordered you to strike your flag on board that

ship, and come en shore. Their Lordships have, however, thought fit to

direct me to apprise you, that they intend shortly to appoint some other ship

for its reception.

I am, Sir, &c.

EVAN NEPEAN.

t MY LORDS, South Walei, Tcnhy, Feb. 7, l8or.

Having, from some circumstances, much cause to apprehend, that my reasons

for declining the command which Lord Spencer was pleased to offer for my ac-

ceptance after my return from off Cadiz, and also those for my calling subse-

quently upon Lord St. Vincent for private satisfaction, may have been miscon-

ceived, and consequently misrepresented, I am induced, notwithstanding my
personal communication with Lord Spencer, and my particular statement to

Admiral Young (which I should otherwise have deemed a sufficient notification

to your Lordships), to address a short, although circumstantial, representation
iii ciy situation and motives immediately to your Eoard.

4
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In 1799) Sir John was promoted to the rank of Vice-

Admiral of the Blue ; and, in 1801, to that of Vice-Admiral

I should certainly not have been disposed to suspect, without its having been

suggested to me, that the very circumstance of my desire to decline any parti-

cular service, in hopes of one more to my choice, could of itself have been con-

sidered as an offence, when an option was understood to be offered, and no dU

rectory call for service intended ; which latter would instantly, as I have always

declared it should, have been accepted and obeyed by me without hesitation. I

was persuaded that your Lordships would not have wished, particularly under

my peculiar circumstances, to have marked an unfavourable distinction in my
instance, when you could not but recollect many others, in which such desire

to decline any employment offered, had not operated to the disadvantage of ihc

Officers.

I must confess that I was influenced in my decision by the well-weighed re-

flection on my very peculiar predicament, which did seem to me to require

even for my justification, not less than for retribution to me after the disgracing

insults and hardships I had experienced, some more distinguished token of ap-

probation and confidence. I will not attempt to trouble your Lordships with

an exact recapitulation of every circumstance of my sufferings or feelings ; but

upon the special subject of removing all misconception, which alone occasions

the intrusion of this letter, I must be earnest to remind your Lordships, that

however unjust and injurious to me, I assuredly did consider my virtual

supersession, by the appointment of Lord Nelson to the command of the squa-
dron detached from the fleet of Lord St. Vincent, J had resolved to continue

in the service in which your Lordships had placed me, with every disposition

to make a sacrifice of my feelings to the superior anxiety to render myself useful

if possible to my King and Country. I must, therefore, most earnestly solicit

the admission of two facts, extremely interest ii)g tame: 1st, That the cauc
of my being sent home by Lord St. Vincent from the station I held in his fleet,

was not any complaint of mine on account of the preference shewn to Lord

Kelson, because it was well known to Lord St. Vincent, that Lord Spencer ap-

proved of, and commended, my resolution to stay with it : And, zdly, That
the circumstance of that preference had therefore nothing to do with my personal

call on Lord St. Vincent after his return home, which 1 think it right here at

once most explicitly to declare, was little connected with any public grievance
I had felt from him, or charge I Lad brought against him. It was prompted
chiefly by a resentment which, upon every principle of honour, I thought in-

dispensible, of private insult and ridicule, wantonly exercised by him against
me t his own cabin and table in my absence. The purpose of this gross and

illiberal behaviour was, without doubt, to mark my complaint of harsh treat-

r.-.tnt, and in other matter affecting my professions! situation (which has hereto-

fore been thoroughly explained to your Lordships), as a subject of derision, and

to gratify his fpleen, and give a sort of colour to his injury, lie was con sci<.us

of having already done me, by attempt at the degradation of my personal

character and consequence. Mv jutification, in considering this as a fencnal

insult, was strengthened by his Lordi-hip's letter to the Admiralty, in which he

expressed his approbation of my public conduct, and Lit hop-: that ! might ba

employed elsewhere in the service of my country.
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of the White. In 1802, soon after the definitive treaty of

peace was signed, Sir John, who seems to have waited for

It is not, however, my intention to deny, that I was the rather impelled to

this demand of personal satisfaction, from the apprehension of having imputed
to me, an acquiescence of consciousness in the disgrace inflicted on my pro-

fessional reputation, as well as in the blight put upon my private character.

I had thought it necc-sary, as your Lordships k;iow, to demand a Court

Martial upon my Commander in Chief, ami it had been refused me. I never

did assert, nor do I now mein to assort my absolute claim to your Lordship*'

assent to my application. I yielded to consideration for the times, and an un-

willingness to limit thereby your discretionary refusal under particular circum-

stances of times end service ; but 1 must contend, that such refusal left me in so

very awkward a position from notorious di'grace, and no ostensible justification

of my conduct, that I could not reasonably be satisfied of restoration of cha-

racter with the world, or even with those of my own profession, if I did not

succeed in obtaining some more striking reparation than that of being permitted
to hoist my flag again but in a new ship, without r.iy own Officers, who had
been taken fn.m me, on ar.oihrr Cation, with an inferior rank in the fleet, to

that which 1 had held in the former. A ay I not expect from your Lordships'
candour and justice, an. allowance for the prevalent operation of such doubt,
even about the sufficiency of my acquittal, without a thought respecting the

compensation due to me ? Your Lordships, I flatter myself, cannot suspect
that this was an affected influence on my mind, when you consider the loss of

probable emolument alone, which I was to suffer by acting upon it. I have

thus taken the liberty of explaining to your Lordships the immediate causes and

motives of my conduct on the two material points upon which I have under-

stood its propiiety to have been questioned, viz. of declining the command
offered to me, and of calling on Lord St. Vincent for personal satisfaction,

neither of them calculated, as I hoped, under such hardships as I had experi-

enced, to deprive me of my chance of more desirable employment in the ser-

vice, or to draw upon me any marks of displeasure.

It is very true, at the same time, that I was not without several other induce-

ments to decline subordinate service. 1 deeply felt the peculiar value of unble-

mished reputation to an Officer, at a time of great insubordination, and the

benefit arising from respect and attachment in the execution of those arduous

duties attendant on our profession, I was conscious of deserving the good

opinion of those who might be placed under my command ; but it would have

been presumption in me had 1 rested assured of possessing it, after the public

insults and disgracing neglects I had experienced. To have accepted the service

offered me, without being re-established in due credit and consideration, might
have proved prejudicial to the public service, and would inevitably have exposed

my own character to total ruin, by a possible recurrence of those grievances I

complained of, as I must presume to say no one effectual step had been taken for

their prevention. It cannot fairly be objected to me, that I stand alone on the

ground I have taken, when i am insuhted by the peculiarity of my treatment ;

and there would be equal injustice in upbraiding me for a want of due attention

to the times ; a failure I think more impurunle to the Officer I complain oft
raised to a most important ajid confidential command, since my charges against
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that event, published his case in a small pamphlet*, the

circulation of which he had previously confined to his

friends.

him were dismissed unheard. It is impossible for me to omit the use of this

opportunity, to express my apprehensions of the ruinous mischief to the service,

at well as to individuals, of buffering oppression to be exercised by a Commander
in Chief over his subordinate Admirals with impunity, or with only an inconse-

quent notice from higher authority, especially in the instance of capricious or

cruel removal of them from their station in the fleet. With every disposition

to allow much to the difficulties and delicacies of particular periods, and in re-

spect to particular person* in superior commands, with popular prejudice in their

favour, to the exaggeration perhaps of their real merit and importance, great as

they maybe, 1 cannot conceive that any position of circumstances should exempt
them from a controul of then: abuse of power, or put junior Officers, of the

same rank, but serving under them, out of the protection or retribution of the

Admiralty. I cannot apprehend that this declaration of my cordial opinion,

will be misconstrued by your Lordships into a wild notion of such checks upon

command, as to leave it without discretional authority, to prevent or defeat,

by removal and even with confinement, the possible intrigues or evil machina-

tions of subordinate Officers of what rank soever.

Discordance of opinion between Officers of high rank serving together, upon

professional points and doctrines, respecting the relative extent of commands

and dependencies in the different details of executive service, may occasion

interruption to the pleasure, although it is to be hoped not to the reality, of

zealous co-operation. But this cannot warrant the Commander to enforce the

superior validity of his notion, by mere dint of assumed power, and unauthor-

ised humiliation of the subordinate Officer, who only ventures to express hie

erne of the rules of service, the decision cf which question re^ts with the

Government, from which they both of thtm alike receive their appointments

and powers, and to which appeal might readily be made.

Having thus explained, as I trust satisfactorily, those points which induced me
to trouble your Lordship* with this letter, as a last effort to Jo away the effects

of misrepresentation, which might lessen me in your esteem, I will only

lengthen it, by claiming your patience to a short but similar attempt, by once

more indulging me with liberty to express the consolation 1 derive under my
present circumstances, in Icing able to appeal with confidence to the history of

my professional conduct, during a period of between thirty and forty years, for

proof of its consistency and propriety. I have pleasure in recollecting, that till

the business arose between Lord St. Vincent and myself, with the matters rela-

tive to it, I had invariably received from every Board of Admiralty the most

flattering approbation. I had been equally happy in possessing the good opinion
of all the Commanders I served under, many of whom were men of the firs:

distinction.

Published by Faulder, in Bond Street. The pamphlet here mentioned it

the one entitled,
"
Copy oft Corrttfondtmc" &c. from which we havs tikcn the

liberty of quoting several preceding letter*.
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From this pamphlet, written with temper and moderation,

and well worthy of perusal, especially by professional men,
we first learned the particulars of the misunderstanding, so

much regretted, between Lord St. Vincent and Sir John
Orde, and which we now think it our duty to relate, chiefly

as there given, an incorrect statement of its circumstances

having (most certainly without intention) crept into a former

volume of our work *.

From the publication alluded to, and from other infor-

mation which we deem authentic, it appears, that soon

after Lord St. Vincent had resumed the immediate command
off Cadiz, in April 1798, Sir John was sent, with the Prin-

cess Royal and Orion, to Gibraltar, to procure water and

stores; and, on his return, to bring live cattle for the fleet

from Tangier. During Sir John's absence, Rear-Admiral

Sir Horatio (now Lord) Nelson arrived from England, and

was immediately detached with a command up the Mediter-

ranean, soon after increased to ten or twelve sail of the

British line, with a number of frigates and sloops, to which

was added a Portuguese squadron of considerable force, en-

tirely at Admiral Nelson's disposal. Sir John remained at

Gibraltar when Admiral Nelson arrived, and received orders

to resign the Orion, to make part of his (Admiral Nelson's)

squadron. On Sir John's approach, and arrival, to rejoin

Lord St. Vincent's fleet, some extraordinary circumstances

occurred f, which awakened his apprehension of some un-

There is, I trust, no presumption in believing the period I have alluded to,

fully sufficient for trial. The respectability and number of these judges, who

have unanimously declared favourably for me, justifies the assertion, that they

could not possibly be prejudiced.

I have the honour to be,

With due consideration and respect,

Your Lordships' faithful

And most obedient servant,

(Copy) J. ORDE.
To tie Rigit Honourable

Tie Lordt Commijtioners of tie Admiralty.
* yide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. II, p. 440.

f For particulars, see the Pamphlet.

J. Tf?ton. (Hal.XL P D
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favourable change in his Lordship's disposition towards

him; but he had satisfaction in hearing from Sir Wil-'

liam Parker, Lord St. Vincent's second in command, who,

as such, had remonstrated against Sir Horatio Nelson's ap-

pointment> and whom he saw before waiting on his Lord-

ship, that Lord St. Vincent disavowed having any concern

in the measure, which, he said, he disapproved, thought it

" a very hard measure) and such as should induce a strong re-

monstrance."

A few days after this, Lord St. Vincent was joined by
Rear-Admiral Sir Roger Curtis, with a reinforcement from

Ireland, who, being Sir John's senior, reduced him to be

only fourth in command. About the same time also, Sir

John received what he considered an extraordinary letter

from Lord St. Vincent, containing doctrines and opinions,

according to his ideas, of a novel nature, the effect of which

appears by no means to have been done away by a short ex-

planation which his Lordship allowed him on the quarter-

deck of the Ville de Paris, and by finding that his answer

to this letter, received some days before, remained, and was

returned to him, unopened *. At the close of the explana-

nation above mentioned, Lord St. Vincent allowed that he

had written the letter by mistake ; but Sir John says, who-

ever reads the letter, and considers the circumstances con-

nected with it, will receive this apology with suspicion : at

all events, he holds its doctrines and opinions, relative to

points of subordination, to continue the same.

Sir John, mortified and distressed at such a conjuncture

of unlocked for and unfavourable events, which rendered

his situation in the fleet so very different from what he had

been taught to expect, determined to wait upon Lord St.

Vincent, and acquaint him. with his resolution to write to

thje Admiralty, and to desire to be recalled. This, he says,

he did, in terms of studied respect and moderation. He
reminded his Lordship of the hard treatment he had already

* fide page 2 of the Pamphlet.
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experienced from the then Admiralty, and of his Lord-

ship's sentiments respecting it, contained in the following
words :

Extract of a Letter from Lord St. Vincent to Sir Join Crde, Bart,

dated 5^ May, 1/97.

I am very much hurt to 'earn, from Sir R obei t Calder, that you hv ve

not received an answer to your obliging communication, of the injuri-

ous treatment you had met with from a certain quarter ; he will

bear witness that I wrote to you immediately, and expressed the

strongest indignation on the occasion ; and I greatly lament your

just indignation on the occasion deprived me of the benetit of your

gallant services.

I am happy, however, to find your flag is flying, and I hope soon to

hear of your appointment to a chief command.

Sir John told Lord St. Vincent, that he had accepted his

appointment under his Lordship, from a belief that it would

be acceptable to him, and on an intimation from Lord H.

Seymour, then the naval organ of the Admiralty, that he

should be second to his Lordship, with all the distinctions

and advantages annexed to that station ; that, instead of his

being so placed, his Lordship was aware, that he was now-

only fourth ; and that a junior Officer, certainly of great

merit, just arrived from England, had been appointed to

command the only service of distinction likely to happen,

taking with him many of the ships which he had had under

his command throughout a hard winter's service
; that,

connecting these circumstances with the treatment which he

had before received from Lord Spencer, he must suppose his

services were considered of little value, and therefore neither

of consequence to his country nor likely to be satisfactory

to himself; and more especially, as, from recent circum-

stances, he much feared that he had suffered in his Lordship's

opinion : that he had in consequence waited on his Lord-

ship, to mention his intention of writing to the Admiralty,

to request being recalled. Struck with this, as Sir John

says, Lord St. Vincent hesitated a little, and then desired

him not to do so, but to wait awhile, and means should be

4
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found to remove his seniors in the fleet, and place him se-

cond. Sir John says, on this assurance he determined to

remain ; but that, notwithstanding, no change took place ;

that, on the contrary, he found Lord St. Vincent had pro-

posed to Sir John Colpoys to be his second ; that his treat-

ment became every day more degrading and uncomfortable;

and that, at length, he was only prevented from writing to

be recalled by a notification from Lord St. Vincent, that

he intended to remove him ;
that his removal, and the

manner in which he was removed, were, in his mind, in-

sulting and degrading, calculated to ruin his professionai

character, andj through him, to destroy the dearest rights

and interests of the naval service ;
and that, therefore, he

found himself compelled to call for a Court Martial.

For the principal particulars of the above, which must be

considered only as a very brief abstract, we must refer our

readers to the pamphlet alluded to; but, as the NAVA^
CHRONICLE is a work more immediately devoted to the

interests and perusal of professional men, we must take the

liberty of quoting one other passage from the latter part of

Sir John Orde's publication, which will be found to exhibit

that Officer's sentiments on certain points of service, and

may be viewed as a summary of his case, according to his

own immediate ideas.

' Ever a friend," says Sir John, "as he had endeavoured to

prove by his practice under Lord St. Vincent*, to obedience

and strict discipline in the naval service, as far as necessary

to insure due subordination, he could only be an enemy to

the extent to which Lord St. Vincent carried his orders

and instructions on those heads, as they appeared to him

not only inexpedient, but exposing in a high degree to im-

* " Ville it Par'n in tie Togus, lltb Detemtcr, 1797.

EXTRACT.
" Your observation upon the decadence of discipline and subordination is very

just you may be assured \ shall exert every means in my power
to support the authority of all who are placed under my command, more esps

dally those, who like yourself endeavour to susuin the little remains of 4ci-

pliue in his Majesty's fleet."
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mediate hazard, and lasting mischief, the essential good of

the service.

" Sir John Orde is far from being disposed to deny, that art

imprudent Officer, however high his rank, might attempt

to abuse an unlimited liberty of explanation and discussion j

but he conceives, that this objection does not go to justify

a peremptory prohibition of all indulgence of that sort ;

especially in an instance where its expediency was so strikingly

proved.

"The right of remonstrating should certainly be exercised

in military service with great prudence; but Lord St. Vin-

cent, both in the case of Sir John Orde's first letter to

Lord Spencer, and that of the 3151 of August to his Com-
mander in Chief, would appear to have deemed the most

respectful use of that privilege, a crime to be followed with

immediate punishment and disgrace; and would thus estab-

lish a principle, injurious, in Sir John's opinion, to the

proper spirit and reasonable independence of our Officers.

They should not be lightly deprived of the simple comfort

to their wounded feelings, of modest complaint, and they
cannot be so, without imminent danger to their character

and credit.

" If Sir John had pressed for explanation and discussion;

or, if he had obtruded remonstrance against measures of the

Commander in Chief, not directly affecting himself, (how-
ever objectionable he might have thought them,) he might
have been held guilty of imprudence ; and his continu-

ance on the station might, perhaps, have been deemed inex-

pedient.
" But he most solemnly declares, that never happened ; and

to have remained more silent than he did, when they were

directed against himself, would have been, in his judgment,

a dereliction of all just concern for his profession, as well

as his own reputation.
" Sir John Orde trusts he has now sufficiently manifested,

he had no disagreement with Lord St. Vincent upon the

preference given to Lord Nelson, and that no mistake upon
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his wish for recall, on that account, could have remained

on his Lordship's mind (at all events) after Sir John's com-

munication to him, of the letter received from Lord Spencer

on that subject, which is itself a testimony of his real feel-

ings and intentions ; that no motives of personal disrespect

for the very high qualifications of Lord Nelson, could have

had any share in his just protest against his appointment;

that there existed, in the doctrines and harshness of Lord

St. Vincent, practised upon him, sufficient cause for a dis-

like of the service, but none either pretended, or betrayed

by him, for relaxation of zeal in the performance of his

duty ; that the imputations cast upon his honour, and the

personal slights in which Lord St. Vincent openly indulged

himself at his expense, and the studied mortifications in-

flicted on him in the manner of his removal; formed altoge-

ther a provocation more than enough to have justified the

call for personal satisfaction, which, on those grounds only he

conceived himself entitled to demand, and to expect ; that the re-

fusal of a Court-Martial, to which he respectfully submitted,

might reasonably have increased in his mind the necessity

of a more marked support and favour from the Admiralty,

than was offered to him, or he could obtain ; and that he

therefore could not, consistently with his feelings and real

circumstances, honourably return to actual service, in a de-

graded situation ;
and that, above all, his unalterable idea

of being right, not only, or indeed so much, upon the

grounds of his own complaints and sufferings, as upon the

general cause of his profession, injured and endangered in

the treatment he had experienced, lifted and supported his

spirit, to endure the deprivation of rank, distinction, and

emolument, which might probably have been acquired by a

more humble deportment."

For the accuracy of the above statements, or the justice of

the above observations, we do not hold ourselves in the

slightest degree responsible ; but, as it is our unvarying wish,

to evince the strictest impartiality, and to permit, as far as

may be consistent, every one to plead his own cause, w
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have considered it an act of justice to the professional cha-

racter of Sir John Orde, to bring forward certain passages of

his publication. The pamphlet in question is a printed,

public document, within the reach of every one : we have,

without pretending to vouch for, or to controvert, its cor-

rectness, brought it forward, merely in the way of historical

evidence ; and, should it contain any fallacious statement,

the truth may be more easily ascertained now, than at a

future period, when the parties concerned may be alike in-

sensible to censure or applause, and when perhaps all farther'

proof may be at an end.

We have thus concluded our sketch of Sir John Orde's

professional life, which we flatter ourselves will be found

to rank among the most interesting which we have hitherto

presented.

NAVAL ANECDOTES,

COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &c.

MANTES IN OURGITE VASTO.

LORD CAMELFORD.

THE
late LORDCAMEL FORD, who has recently fallfti a victim to the

fatal practice of duelling, was in the 2910 year of his age. His

father, who was the first Lord Camelford, was created to that Barony
in 1784, and descended from the same line of ancestry as the Lords

Chatham and Rivers. Lord Camelford went round the world, as a

Midshipman, with Captain Vancouver ; and, on his return, was

promoted to a Lieutenancy, and soon after to the rank of Master

and Commander, which, in a short time, he resigned, and quitted
the naval profession.

ADMIRAL CORNWALLIS.

A Correspondent, animadverting on the Portrait and Character

of ADMIRAL CORNWALLIS, which we extracted from the work called

" Public Cbaracteri,
'
assures us, that this esteemed and indefatigable

Officer has for a number of years past been more generally known
in the navy, by the ludicrous appellation of Billy go-tight, than by

any other.
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ANECDOTE OF ADMIRAL SAVAGE.

ADMIRAL SAVAGE, when a Captain, and at the time he so gallantly

commanded his Majesty's ship Hercules, of 74 guns, on the famous

1 2th of April, in the West-Indies, at the total defeat of the French

fleet under Count de Grasse, gave one of those striking proofs of

coolness and undaunted bravery for which British Naval Heroes have

ever been so justly celebrated ; for in the heat of action, and when

alongside of the Ville de Paris, of no guns, he jumped on an arm-

chest upon the quarter-deck, and cheered up his men by singing a few

lines of " / what a charming thing's a battle .'"

PRESERVATION OF DROWNING PERSONS.

At Helsingoer, a place about eight English miles from Helsinburg,
in Sweden, a remarkable experiment was lately tried, which is ex-

pected to be of the utmost consequence to society. Professor Pelt

had, in October, 1802, notwithstanding the severity of the season,

produced, in presence of some well known mechanics, many experi-

ments ; among which was a newly-invented Nautical Machine, founded

upon the hydrostatic principle, for saving persons from drowning.

During his late residence here, he repeated the experiment of his new

machine in the sound, in order to try its effects against the united

currents of the North Sea and the Baltic. After a sea-wanderer

(a young waggoner, named Isaac Paterson,) had equipped himself in

this machine, he sprang into the sea, in presence of numerous spec-

tators, many of whom accompanied him in sailing-boats. At hi?

departure, he fired a pistol twice ; and, on his passage, he ate, drank,

and smoaked a pipe, to shew he had the entire use of his arms.

Being benumbed with cold, he got into a boat to warm himself by-

rowing ;
but soon sprang into the water again, and happily reached

the Swedish coast, after a passage of one hour and three quarters.

On his arrival, he saluted the spectators with a pistol shot, and waved

a flag which he drew from the sea. Having remained a short time

at HeUinburg, he returned to the Danish Coast, where he arrived

amidst the shouts of the curious, who lined the shore.

According to the opinion of experienced seamen, this machine far

surpasses any former invention of the kind, both in regard to its

$olidity and lightness, (weighing but jibs. English,) and on account

of the simplicity of its structure. It is fastened round the waist,

and the person wearing it enters the water up to the middle of his

body.
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70 THE EDITOR OF THE NAPAL CHRONICLE.

SIR,

Having derived much pleasure from the perusal of certain Queries
that you have presented, relative to maritime affairs, many of which

indeed appear never to have been proposed before, 1 have taken the

liberty of troubling you with the enclosed Answers.

Should nothing more satisfactory be offered, your insertion of

them will much oblige,

SIR,

Your most obedient humble Servant> B.

ANSWER TO QJJERY I.

&e A'c. LXIIT, Page 121.

HPHAT resuscitation does not succeed in many cases, after very
* short intervals of suffocation by water, we have to lament, though

all the known means have been applied, and persevered in till no hope
remained, whilst on other occasions the signs of reanimation have soon

appeared, though the body had been immersed from thirty to forty

minutes, aud frequently much longer. (See the Annual Report of

the R.H.S.)
If the cause of this doubtful success result from what I suspect it

does, I fear the remedy will still be out of the reach of human skill ;

however, if the real cause can be ascertained, it may be a great step

towards the means.

In considering this subject, I have been at length induced to con-

clude, that resuscitation never succeeds when the water gets possession

of the lungs, and which I believe always happens when the lungs are

exhausted of air at the time the body goes down, and particularly if

the mouth be open ; but if the lungs are charged with air at the mo-

ment of the immersion, and the mouth shut, very little if any water

can enter either lungs or stomach, as the mouth will remain shut, and

the nostrils be collapsed by the weight of the water ; and the lungs

being inflated with air when the body sunk, there can be no effort

made to inhalation, by which water only could be drawn in, the lungs

being already charged with air, which at the same time disposes the

blood to a more continued and vigorous circulation for some time

longer than if water had got possession of the lungs.
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I do not find that any inspection of the lungs has been made of

those upon whom resuscitation has failed after a short immersion.

I think, however, that in all attempts to restore a person apparently-

drowned, the first step taken should be that of holding the body up

by the heels, or placing it in a very inclined position, whilst, at the

same time, a brisk friction is carried on, which would be greatly

conducive in emptying the lungs and stomach of the water, if aiiy had

entered. It is hoped, notwithstanding, that if these suggestions

are erroneous, that some more able pen will correct them, and ofiet

something more tq the purpose.

ANSWER TO Q^UERY 2.

If sea-water be gradually more rwavy in proportion to its depth

and undisturbed state, (and of which tiiere is little doubt,) it must

follow, that a human body, which is very little heavier specifically,

than sea-water at the surface, will not sink to the bottom of a deep

sea. But to what depth it will sink, or where become stationary, I

believe has not been ascertained.

ANSWER TO OJIERY 3.

The cause of a human body rising to the surface after being

drowned, results from that fermentation which takes place shortly

after death, and by which the body is increased in bulk but not in,

weight, and in consequence must rise to the surface because of the

specific levity it has acquired by its. increased bulk, and comparatively
diminished weight. That fermentation is the efficient cause, I be-

Jieve cannot be doubted ; whence results the ebullition or internal mo.

tion of the constituent particles of a muist, fluid, mixed, or compound

body; by the continuance of which motion, these particles are gra-

dually removed from their former situation and combination, and of

course extended. The time between sinking and rising is supposed to

be about the fourth day ; but this depends upon circumstances.

ANSWER TO CiJJERY 4.

How much sooner a drowned human body will rise ii salt water

fhan in fresh, requires much observation to decide ; but it is generally
believed it rises a day sopner in the former than the latter.

ANSWER. TO QUERY 5.

This question is of considerable importance, inasmuch 33 many lives

may be saved by pointing out the means of preservation.

The numberless accidents that happen by boats oversetting, or

filling with water, whether by swamping, large leaks, or broken bot-

and that often at moments when no danger is dreaded, and
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<!ven within a few yards of the shore, and in sight of their friendsj

who can afford no immediate means of relief, make this object a con-

sideration highly worth attention. There are many ways and means'

by which these accidents in general might be avoided, were precautions

Always taken ; but where danger is not apprehended, it is always

greatest when an accident does occur, as in pleasure parties on th

Thames, &c. When a boat oversets, those who were within her arc

of course flung into the water, in which case the boat will not sink,

but remains at the surface, either bottom up, or, as it often happens*
turns quite round, and settles mouth up ; but whether she have filled

by oversetting, or any other cause, she will not sink by the water

merely which she takes in, if there be no additional weight upon her,

such as two or more men, according to her size, in the boat; for>

being brim full, such additional weight would be more than she

could support, therefore there is no alternative but instantly quitting
the boat, which will rise considerably, so that her gunwale shall be
several inches, or nearly a foot in some cases, above the surface of the

water ; upon this gunwale the persons who were in the boat, and now
in the water, are to place their hands, dividing the weight upon the

gunwale equally all round, at the same time laying no more stress upon
it than barely to keep head and neck above the surface, or a little

more, if circumstances will admit : thus all weight is taken off the

boat, except that portion of the body which is above the water, and
which the boat will be perfectly able to support ; whereas, had they
remained in the boat, all would inevitably have gone down

; as, in

this case, each man's weight would be four or five times as much
more upon the boat, as it would be in the other case; every portion of

a man's body* which may be from the loins upwards, which is above

the surface of the water she contains, being a dead weight, those

parts only which are under the water not telling materially against her.

A boat's company, therefore, prudently adopting this measure, may
Sustain themselves as long as hunger and thirst will permit, without

any other exertion than holding by, and leaning lightly on the gunwale.
An instance of this kind occurred some years ago in the north-west

coast of Donegal. A boat's crtvv in the whale fishing employ on

that coast, having harpooned a very large whale which they did not

like to lose, suffered their line to run wuolly out, and
forbearing to

cut it for some time, the boat was about to go gunwale down, to pre-

vent which, and to poise the boat, they threw all their weight upon
the opposite side, but seeing at length that the boat must be dragged
Bnder water, the line was suddenly cut, on which the boat went in-

jtantly over on the heavy side, but fortunately turning quite ioundy .

she came mouth up, when the crew, eight in number, getting round



JI2 PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERS.

her, and leaning lightly on the gunwale, sustained themselves for ten

hours, when being drifted nearly to land by the tides, they were seen

by a boat which relieved them, and towed their own to shore.

When a boat oversets and lies keel up, if she be not very large, she

may be easily righted if there are any persons on board who can

swim.

[To be continued*

NAVAL LITERATURE.

An Account of Travels into the Interior of Southern Africa, In tie Teart

1707 and 1798 : including Cursory Observations on the Geology and

Geography of the Southern Part ofthat Continent ; the Natural History

of such Objects as occurred in the Animal, Vegetable, and Mineral

Kingdoms; and Sketches of the Physical and Moral Characters of the

various Tribes of Inhabitants surrounding the Settlement of the Cape of

Good Hope : To which is annexed, a Description of the Present Statt,

Population, and Preduce
. of that extensive Colony ; with a Map con-

structed entirely from Actual Observations made in the Course of the

Travels. By JOHN BARROW, late Secretary to tbe Earl ofMacartney,

and Auditor-General of Public Accounts at the Cape of Good Hope.

Cadell and Daisies. Vol. I. 410.

volume now before us has been published we believe nearly

three years, and is most probably in the hands of many of our

readers* Considering that its contents relate but in a very slight

and remote degree to naval affairs, we should not, at so late a period

after its publication, have taken it up for the purpose of reviewing,

had we not understood that a second volume of the work is on the

eve of coming before the public, in which a considerable portion of

matter, immediately interesting to the naval concerns of the Country,
is expected to appear.

We shall not at present detain our readers longer than to observe,

that Mr. Barrow's first volume reflects high credit on his abilities as a

man of research and observation, and that its contents are fully com-

mensurate with the promises holden forth in the title page.

On the publication of the second volume, it is our intention to

enter into a copious examination of its merits.



ABSTRACT OF A VOYAGE
fOR TEE VISCOYERY OF A SORTH-WEST PASSAGE IATO TBS

SOUTH-SEA,

PERFORMED IN THE YEAK.S 163! AND 1632,

BY CAPTAIN THOMAS JAMES.

[Continued from page 141.]

IS rush brake the main knee of her beak-head, and a corner of
-**

it, tore away four of our main shrouds, and an anchor that we
had at the bow, fastened into it, and so stopt her way, that she did

wind up to her anchor. We saw the sharp rocks under us, and about

us ; and had but fifteen feet water ; being also in the sides wav,
where all the ice would drive upon us : our boat we could not see,

which made us doubt she had been crushed to pieces. In her was

the third part of our company ; but by and by we saw her come
about a point amongst the rocks. She had recovered our kedger,
which made us something joyful ; with all speed we laid our hawsers

to the rocks, and every one did work to the best of his strength,
to warp her out of this dangerous place of the rock's side, where we
had fathom water, and were under the shelter of a great piece of ice

that was aground, which should keep off the ice, that otherwise

would have driven upon us. Here \ve lay very well all the ebb ; but,

when the flood came, we were assaulted with pieces of ice, that every

half hour put us into despairable distress. We did work continually

and cxtremtly, to keep off the ice. At full sea our great piece of

ice (which was opr buckler) was afloat ; and do what we could, got

away from us, and left us in a most imminent danger, by reason of

the ice that drove in upon us. But the ebb being once made, this

great piece of ice came again aground very favourable to us, and

sheltered us all the rest of the ebb. All night we wrought hard, to

shift our cables and hawsers, and to make them fast aloft on the

rocks, that the ice might the better pass under them. All day and

all night it snowed hard, and blew a very storm at west, which drove

in all the ice out of the sea upon us. In working against the violence

of the ice, the flooke of our kedger was broken, two arms of our

grapnels, and two hawsers, our shallop being again very much bruised ;

whereupon to work we go on all hands to repair it.

This tide the harbour was choaked full of ice, so that It did seem

firm and immovable ; but when the ebb was made, it did move.

Some great pieces came aground, which did alter the course of the

other ice, and put us on the rocks. Here, notwithstanding all our

6
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uttermost endeavours, she settled upon a sharp rock, about a yar<J

above the main-mast ; and, as the water ebbed away, she hung after

the htad, and heeled to the offing. We made cables and hawsers

aloft of her masts, and so to the rocks, straining them tough with

our tackles ; but she, as the water ebbed away, sunk still ; that at

length she was- so turned over, that we could not stand to her. Hav-

ing now done all to the best of our understandings, (but to no pur-

pose,) we went all upon a piece of ice, and fell to prayer, beseeching
God to be merciful to us. It wanted yet an hour to low water, and

the tide did want a foot and a half to ebb, to what it had ebbed tne'

last tide. We were careful observers of the low waters, and had

marks" by stones and other things that we had set up, so that we
could not be deceived. The ship was so turned over, that the port-

less of the forecastle was in the water ; and we did look every minute

when she would overset. Indeed, at one time the cables gave way,
and she sunk down half a foot at that slip ; but unexpectedly she be-

gan to flow, and sensibly we perceived the water to rise apace, and

the ship withall. Then was our sorrow turned to joy ; and we alf

fell on our knees, praising God for his mercy, in so miraculous a

deliverance.

As soon as she was freed from this rock, we wrought hard to get
Iier farther off. All the flood we were pretty quiet from the ice, but

when the ebb was made, the ice came all driving again upon us, which

put us to a great extremity. We got as many pieces betwixt us and

the rocks as we could, to fence us from the rocks. There came a

great piece upon our quarter, which was above 300 of my paces

about, but it came aground. Thus dfd divers great pieces besides,

which was the occasion that this time the harbour was quite choaked

up : so that a man might go any way over it from side to side.

When it was three quarters ebb, these great pieces that came aground,

began to break with a most terrible thundering noise, which put u

in a great fear, that those about us would break us all to pieces. But

God preserved us.

The 2id in the morning, the water veered to a lower ebb than the

last tide had done by two feet. That flood they had some respite

from their labours ; but, after full sea, their hopes ebbed too. The

great piece that was by them so stopped the channel, that the ice

came all driving upon them, and they thought undoubtedly the ship

would be lost : went to work with axes, bars of iron, &c. to break

the corners of the ice, by which they made way for some, fended off

the rest, and got so much of the softer ice between them and the

rocks, that they were in tolerable security.
" This day," says the

journalist,
" I went ashore, and built a great beacon with stone*
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wpon the highest place of the island, and put a cross upon it, and

named this harbour, The Harbour cf God's Providence"

The 23d in the morning, with the flood, the ice drove up amongst
the broken grounds, and, with the ebb, drove all out, excepting one

extraordinary large piece, which, coming aground near the ship, tx-

cited much fear. Captain James took the boat and went ashore on

the eastern side, with the view of finding a safer place for the ship,

in which he succeeded. From the top of the hill where he was, he

could see the ship ; and, at the instant of low water, he perceived the

aforementioned piece of ice break, with a terrible noise, into four

pieces, i/oubtful whether it "had not spoiled the ship," it being

full half mast high, he hastened to the boat, and so to the ship, win. re

he found all \vtll, the ice having broken from the ship-ward. Captain

James instantly sent away the boat, to sound the way to a cove

which he had found. The boat had a very dangerous passage.
" At her return," says the Captain,

" we unmoored the ship, and

with what speed possible warped away from amongst this terrible ice.

Vv t were not a mile from them, but they brake all to pieces ; and

would surely have made us bear them company, but that God was

more merciful unto us."

They got about the rocks, and so into the little cove which Captain

James had discovered, where they thought themselves tolerably secure :

The Captain again went ashore : found it all broken, rocky ground*,

without a tree, hei b, or grass, upon it. There were some ponds, but not

thawed : found no traces' of deer or bears in the snow, but saw one or

two foxes: found where the savages had been, but it was long since:

made five hearths; found a few firebrands, some heads and bonts of foxes,

with some whale-bones about them ; but could discover very little wood
on the shore side, and no fish. Captain James named this cove, after the

Master of his ship, Price's Cove. The latitude of it is 6 1. 24 the

variation. The firebrands, &c. which they found, had been cut with

i hatchtt, or sonru other iron instrument. From the top of the hill?

could see the islands on the south shore, commonly called Sir Thomas

Button's I -let : their bearings south and by east, half a point easterly.

J^ast night took better n t than during ten nights before.

On the morning of the 24th there sprung up a fair gale of wind at

easf : afltr prayer they uniastened the ship, and came to sail, steering
between gu-t. pities of ice that were agiound in

^.o fathom, and twice

as high as the topmast-head. On the flood, we it forth from the

cove, eudeavv,n,d to g?in the noith shore, and k.pt within a league
of the island of Resolution, where they had ?omc clear water to sail

through. .n fix ofLng," says the jour rlist, "it was all thick

^brot.gcu together as might be possible. By twelve o'clock," coa-
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tinues he,
" we were fast enclosed, and notwithstanding it blew very

hard at east, yet we could make no way through it
; but the hard

corners of the ice did grate us with that violence, as I verily thought
it would have grated the planks from the ship's sides. Thus we con-.

tinued in torment till the 26th day driving to and again in the ice,

not being able to see an acre of sea from topmast-head."

The 2 6th, calm, sunshine weather. Laid out some fishing lines,

but to no purpose. Nights very cold, freezing the rigging.

The zyth, sprung up a little gale at south-east, and the ice some-

thing opened. Let fall the foresail, and forced the ship through the

throng of ice. In the evening, the wind came contrary, at W.N.W.
and blew hard, which caused them to fasten to a large piece of ice,

where they remained till the 291!!. Determined, from experiments,

that there was no current, and that the tide was not stronger there

than between England and France.

In the morning of the zgth, a fine gale springing up at east, got
into open water. The weather being clear, could see the island of

Resolution, the north end bearing E.N.E. some twelve leagues off.

From the agth of June to the 5th of July, sailed continually

through the ice, with variable winds and fogs, and sometimes calm*

At noon had a good observation ; were in latitude 63 15'; saw

Salisbury Island, bearing VV. by N. some seven leagues off, with much

rvvceu it and the ship, to weather which, stood to the northward.

Soon after saw Priiuf Charles's Cape, and Mid Island ; and to the

N.N.W. and all round, "the sea most infinitely pestered with ice."

**
This," says Captain James,

" did grieve me very much ; for whereas

I had determined to prosecute the discovery to the north-westward,

I saw it was not possible this year. We \vcre moreover driven back

again with contrary winds, still closed and pestered with ice, and with

all the perils and dangers incident to such adventures, so that wq

thought a thousand times that the ship hau been beaten to pieces."

[
To be continued*

DESCRIPTION OF PLATE CXLVIL
TTN one of our earlier Volumes, we presented a distant

View of Dover Castle : the annexed Plate, engraven
from a Drawing by our obliging Correspondent, Half-payt

its a nearer view of the Castle and Town of Dover.

For a Description and Historical Account of Dover, its

Castle, and Harbour, we must refer our readers to Page 493>
Vol. VI, of the NAVAL CHRONICLE.
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[Continued from page 137.]

"jpHE persons concerned in tin's business ; but we are satisfied that

there exists a set of HKTI, who take advantage of the unsuspi-

cious character, of the indiscretion and extravagance which prevail

The Examination of Mr. James Poulai;; continued on the 2ist

of June, 1803.

Do you know whether the mode by which a seaman can empower another

Person to receive his prize-money i= directed by Act of Parliament ? There is

an act which directs, that a cheque from the Inspector of seamens' wills shall

be obtained in lieu of the power of attorney ; but I conceive orders to be

regular authorities, if witnessed by an Officer, or the Minister and Church-

wardens of the parish where the parties reside, for any sum not exceeding
seven pounds.

Have you attended to the directions of those acts, in your payments to

delegated authorities ? We wish to do so ; but there is an accommodation

in business that leads us to pay sometimes in a more irregular way, when we
have an idea that the party will receive his money through that channel.

How many distribution-lists have you now in your possession, on which you are

making payments on account of Messrs. Willis and Waterhouse, or other

persons ? I should suppose we have at present in Recall from 150 to aoo lists

belonging to Messrs. Willis and Waferhouse ; and I should suppose in the whole,
from 500 to 600 lists : during a great part of the war, I should think we were

in the general practice of paying upon i.oco lists.

Have you in your possession any distribution lists, on which the time for

, the payment of the unclaimed shares to Greenwich Hospital has elapsed ? We
have at present many, where the accounts have not been made up for the Hos-

pital, owing to a dispute between Messrs. Willis and Wateihouse, and the

Commissioners of the Hospital. We had some before that dispute *or,k place,

and received the directions of Messrs. Willis and Water': ; _!.e up the

accounts for Greenwich Hospital as speed:ly as possible, giving the preference

to those which had been longest in recall, together with some few received

from Me?srs. Ross and Co. of Gibraltar, which are delayed in consequence
of ths failure of Messrs. Turnbull, Forbes, and Co. ; and we understand th::t

the cause of such delay has been communicated to the Treasurer of Greenwich

Hospital.

Are you in the practice of receiving prize-money for agents resident at the

out-ports ? Yes.

What charges do such agents in general make to the partiejfor receiving
their prize-money ? I do not know.

). ecjwn. ffloi.Xl. * *
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among seamen, and who, in time of war, earn a scandalous liveli-

hood, by supplying them with liquor, clothes, and trifling sums,

What charge do you make to the agents for receiving for them ? Our

charge is two and a half per cent, on the fourth and fifth classes, being in

general of small amount; and one and a quarter per cent, on the other

classes.

Did you receive the prize-money of Thomas Barnes, Boatswain's mate of the

Adamant? I cannot say; I recollect a claim for a petty officer of the Ada-

mant, on which a dispute arose, but I cannot say positive!)
1 it is this maa. A

claim was made by some person, through a Mr. Yeomans, of Portsea, for a

petty-officer's share, which amounted to more than we conceived ourselves

justified in paying to such an order; we refused to place it to his credit, but

informed him, we would mark it paid to him, and on his sending up an autho-

rity which we should approve, would pass it to his account. After which,

a claim was made by a Mr. Devereux, of Gosport, by the man's authority,

saying, that the party was then at Gosport, and requested we would place

what was due to him to his account, and let him know the amount by re-

turn of post, which we did ;
and no application has been made to us since on

the subject.

Do you recollect receiving a letter from a man named Barnes, of the Ada-

mant, threatening to apply to the Mayor of Portsmouth against Devereux, who
had, without any authority from him, applied for payment of his share of prize-

money ? I do not ; and I think if such a letter had been received, I must have

recollected it.

Did your house write a letter to Devereux,. advising him to settle with

Barnes upon any terms? Not to my knowledge; 1 have not the least recol-

lection of it.

Have you been in the practice of receiving prize-money for Thomas Stanky,
of Chatham ? Yes.

To what amount annually do you conceive ? It may be from 30:!. to i,oool.

annually ; but I cannot speak positively.

Did you receive on his account the prize money of a man named Vcrdier,

for the Theseus ? I do not recollect ; the only sums we ever paid on account

of prize-money for this ship, I believe to have been sixpence, and eleven

shillings.

Have you been in the practice of receiving prize-money for John Devereux,
of Gosport ? Yes.

To what amount annually do you conceive ? Some years, I should think,

to the amount of 4,000!. or 5,000!.

Have you, in any instance, discharged a distribution-list on his account,

without having in your possession an authority from the party to him for

receiving his prize-money ? We were formerly in the practice of taking the

word of the agents for the authorities they possessed, with a view of sav-

ing the postage, which in some instances amounted to nearly the sums

received.

Have you received on account of Mr. Devereux, the prize-money of any men

belonging to his Majesty's ship Quebec ? Yes.

On what authorities did you receive such prize-money ? On powers of attor-

ney, though I cannot say that they were perfectly regular. I presume this
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nd getting from them wills and powers of attorney for their prize

money.

question goes to a preference we gave to his claims over those of Mr. Giles

Hoad for the same men, though we certainly thought the latter more regular;
but having been informed by Devereux that Hoad was a bankrupt, we refused

to pay to his authorities, and placed them to the credit of Mr. Devereux, sup-

posing, in one case, the men would lose their money, and that in the other

they would receive what was due to them.

Did you receive, on account of Mr. Devereux, the prize-money of two men
named Gill, lately belonging to his Majesty's ship Quebec ? Yes.

What authority had you for so doing ? The same as for the other men.

Has any application been since made to you from the father of those men, or

any person on his behalf, for their prize-money, producing the requisite autho-

rity ? We were applied to by a Mr. Levy, on behalf of the father, whom we
informed that the money was already paid to Mr. Devereux.

Has the money been remitted to him, with the costs incurred, by Mr. Deve-

reux, at your suggestion ? Mr. Levy has informed us that the money has

been paid, but it was not at our suggestion.

In the distribution-list of la Magicienne, a share of 22!. 2s. id. due to Joseph

RossitcT, Serjeant of Marines, deceased, is discharged zd April, 1800, by an

entry
"
paid Mr. Hunt for the executor,

1 ' which is written on an erasure ; you
are desired to state what the entry erased was ? The entry erased was P. & K.

as our Initials for J. Lord, for widow Mary, executrix ;
a mistake had arisen,

I presume, from our holding an author ty from Mr. Lord in favour of the

widow of a man of the same name, entitled to prize-money in the same distri-

bution, and which being discovered, on application from Mr. Hunt, the money
due to him was paid for the brother, his executor.

Was the prize-money of Joseph Rossiter discharged to J. Lord, for the

widow Mary, executrix, carried by you to his account ? We could not find it

ever was.

What is your rule in settling accounts with the agents for whom you receive

prize-money, if you do not carry it to their credit, as you et it off on the dir

tribution-lists ? On signing the lists we put the particulars on the top of a

sheet of paper, and underneath write a letter to our employer, stating, that we
have placed such money to his account, and from which letter it is carried to a

day-book, and from thence to his Credit. The only way in which I can account

for the mistake of Joseph Rossiter, I presume was, seeing such name on the

list, and recollecting that we had a claim for one of the name of Rossiter ; and

not being able to lay my hand on the authority, put the discharge against such

money, and omitted to carry it to Lord's account, till we had leisure to search

J'or the authority.

Do you keep regular accounts current with the agents at the out-ports ?-^

Ye.
At what time do you make up such accounts current, and transmit them to

the persons with whom you have accounts? As soon as convenient after re-

quest made, which in some cases is every six months ; but in general twelve

month*.

When Mr. Hunt applied to you for the prize-money of Joseph Rossiter, Ser.

jeant of Marines of la Magicienne, did you inform him that his name was not
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These men are chiefly to be met with at the ports, and consist

of slopsellers, publicans, and other persons of the lowest and worst con-

on the distribution list ? If we did, it was owing to his applying for him as a

marine, when of course we should not look among the petty officers; but I have

no recollection of any such answer being given him.

Do you remit the money to the agents at the out-ports as soon as you receive

it, or iu what manner are your money transactions with them settled ? They
draw at their convenience.

What was the distance of time between your entering in the distribution list

of la Magicicnne the discharge of Joseph Rossiter's prize-money, to P. and K.

for
J. Lord, for the widow Mary, executrix, and your making the payment to

Mr. John Hunt ? About twelve months or more.

Have you in several instances, from forgery and other impositions, been

obliged to pay prize-money twice ? Yes, but I believe not to the same extent

as other agents, in proportion to our business.

Have you been obliged to pay over again shares of prize-money received front

you upon check* granted by the Inspector of Seamcns' wills and powers of

attorney ? No, I do not recollect that we have ever paid the money over

again en checks, but we have on orders made before, and witnessed by the

Inspector.

Do you or your employers stand to such losses ? We do.

Is the one-half per cent, commission, for which in general you do basiness,

sufficient to cover such losses, and to pay your establishment of clerks, &c.

No, it is not equal to the risk hardly, but our advantage arises from the other

allowances mentioned in the former part of my evidence, together with the two

and a half per cent, charged on those claims received for our different corre-

spo:..L-:its.

Did you make distribution for Messrs. Willis and Waterhouse to his Majesty's

snip Jamaica, of the net proceeds of the head money for 1*Adelaide and les-

Deux Frercs ? We made the payments, but I do rot know whether -vc made

the calculation of the distribution or not.

Did you or your clerks make up for Greenwich Hospital the lists for those

prizes now shewn you ? Yes.

How do you account for the money distributed and paid to Greenwich Hos-

pital for les Deux Freres, being 24! 6s. 9d. less than the net sum of 1 89!. i8s. id.

for distribution which Mr. John Willis has sworn to ? I conclude it is from

the Admiral's share not being inserted in the account.

In the Vengeance's distribution list for the capture of Trinidad, there ap-

pears to be a great number of shares (upwards of one hundred and thirty) dis-

charged, as paid to John Rankin, for Macnamara ; the pen appears to be run

through such discharges, and the shares afterwards paid to parties, powers of

attorney, and some to Greenwich Hospital, how has this happened ? Mr.
Macnaiv.ara applied to us for those men's shares, by virtue of a power of attor-

ney, made iointly to him and some other person, whose name I do not recol-

lect, residing in the West Indies, 'upon which we permitted his clerk, Mr.

Rankin, to sign the list ; but having donbts of his security, we refused to pay
the money, unless the other person named in the power would join in the dis-

charge; Mr. Macnamara referred us to Messrs. Ommaney and Druce, the cor-

respondents of the person above mentioned, who, he informed us, would gua-
I
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dition. It would have been a waste of time to have employed our-

selves in endeavouring to trace to detection instances of the frauds

rantee the payment on his account, which they refused to do; when Mr. Mac-
namara said, he would write for his order to receive the money. We informed

him, that should any of the people or their attornies apply, \ve could not refuse

them payment. Many did apply, to whom we paid what was r'ue, and the rest

against which he had signed ; when the time arrived to make up the account for

Greenwich Hospital, we paid the amount to the Treasurer.

J POULAIN.
Etuan Lam.

Join Ford.

Henry Nicbolls.

Wm. Mack-worth Praed,

The Examination of Mr. James Poulaln', continued on tie ^^d of Junet

1803.

What are the general characters or description of persons employed by the

Petty Officers, seamen, and marines, at the out-ports, to receive their prize-

money ? I cannot say that I have a good opinion of all of them; there are but

few whom I have understood to settle fairly with the men : this I can only
state from conversation with their clients, and from seeing memorandums in

the shape of accounts, which have been rendered to the Petty Officers and sea-

men, of their prize-money. There are a few whom we have thought better of,

which has always led us to give a preference to their claims, as it has frequently

happened that many authorities have been produced for the payment of the

same man's money.
Do you give any, and what security to the prize-agents, by whom you are

employed, to bear them harmless against any claims that may be made for prize*

money, which you may have improperly paid ? We did so in many cases about

the latter part of the war before the last, when we commenced our present

line of business, since which the prize-agents have been satisfied with our pro-
mise to that effect, without any written security.

Did you refuse to pay to William Haydon the prize-money of Thomas Barnes,
Boatswain's Mate of the Adamant, saying, it had been paid to Mr. Yeomans,
of Portsea, on an order from Barnes ? We refused to pay Mr. Haydon, but

never said it had been paid to Yeomans ; we informed him that Mr. Yeomans
had applied, but that he had not received the money, as we disapproved of the

authority ;
of course Mr. Haydon signed the list, in order to receiye what was

due, when we perceived his authority was the same we had refused to pay
when presented by Mr. Yeomans. Afterwards, Mr. Devereur applied by order

of Barnes, and received 7!. 199 6d. the amount of the twj isst distributions for

the Adamant, by return of post. In corroboration of this circumstance, the
names of Yeomans and Haydon stand on one of the lists, with the pen run

through them.

Do you still allow the agents to Petty Officers and seamen to sign receipts on
distribution lists, for such shares of prize-money as they please, previous to your

having determined on the sufficiency of their authorities ? No
; our practice

ha. been for more than twelve month* back, to require the agents to leave a list
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practised by these people. It will be found from the Evidence given *,

that persons most conversant in prize concerns, have no doubt but

of their claims ; and on examining the distribution lists and finding any shares

unpaid, we refer to the authorities, and if thought sufficient for such a sum a>

may appear due, we mark it to be received by them, for which tley sign, and

the money is paid them.

Do you think it would be a means of preventing frauds, if powers for the

receipt of prize money were granted by the several Petty Officers and seamen

entitled for each specific distribution ? Yes; and it would be a great security

to the seamen, to Greenwich Hospital, and to the agent making payments,

especially if such powers were left with the agent on paying the money.

J. POULAIN.
JEtvan Lato,

John Ford.

Henry Nicbotli.

IV. Maclitiortb Praed.

* The Examination of the Hon . Alexander Cochranet Captain in the

Royal Navy i taken upon Oath the 2^d of Junet 1803.

On what stations was you employed during the last war? The home.
North American, and Mediterranean stations.

Was you concerned in a great many captures ? In a great many; I suppose
from fifty to eighty.

What captures were made by the ships which you commanded ? I cannot

specify them.

Does it appear to you that any unnecessary delays took place, either in the

proceeding to condemnation, or distribution of the proceeds of prizes during
the late war, attributable in any way to the prize-agents, or the present mode
of conducting their business ? It appears to me, that agents abroad are in ge-
neral more attentive to their private interest than to that of their constituents ;

and I have not the least doubt, that in many cases where appeals are entered,

it is done by the contrivance of the agents, in order that they may keep the

proceeds longer in their hands ; by the usual course they can obtain a commission

but of five per cent., but by keeping the proceeds in their own hands for a term

of years, their advantage may be much more considerable, and this at the risk

of the captors ; for should their commercial speculations fail, and they become

bankrupts, the ultimate loss would fall on the Captain of the ship who made

the capture, as happened in the case of Messrs. Maynes of Lisbon, prize-agents

in the war before the last ; and in the case of Mr. Akers, agent for the capture

of St. Eustatia, no distribution has yet been made ; such instances have likewise

occurred during the late war : as a proof of the mischief of fictitious appeals, a

Tcssel called the Nancy Dunn, was taken by his Majesty's ship Thetis under my
command, upon her return from the Havannah, where she had delivered a

cargo of naval stores ; she was condemned at Halifax, but appealed for ; after

being some years in court here, a proposal was made to me by the Proctors,

that if I would agree to pay the expenses on both sides, they would withdraw

the appeal, and 1 was induced to pay them lool. sterling, to which sum I

limited the expenses, whieh sum was accepted, and the whole value of the
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that the evil exists, and requires a remedy ; wo apprehend that the

men of whom we are speaking, and their practices, are very notorious.

vessel did not amount to 900!. sterling; and I was informed by the Proctors,

that unless I came into this compromise, I should be kept a long time from

receiving any advantage from the prize, and be put to a very heavy expense.

A vessel that was condemned at Bermuda, and appealed for, when the sen-

tence was affirmed here at home, and application was made to the securities

for the costs in the appeal; although they had given bond, yet the Courts of

that Island released them from their obligation ; and the reason assigned to me

was, that such bonds were mere matter of form : upon the i7th of January,

1799, I gave in a memorial to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,

accompanied with a variety of papers, stating the very great abuses which had

been practised in prize concerns, to which I beg leave to refer.

Did the memorial, and papers delivered therewith, relate to irregularities,

frauds, or abuses, in the business of prize-agency ? No, not immediately, but

to the manner in which prize and prize-appealed causes are conducted.

Are the prize-agents interested in bringing appeals to issue as speedily
as may be ? On the contrary, as they have the use of the money pending
the appeal.

What is the general character or description of persons usually employed by
Petty Officers and seamen at the out-ports, for receiving their prize-money ?

They arc in general the very worst possible characters, and, frequently swindle

the people both out of their pay and prize-money; it would be a public advan-

tage if the necessity for employing them were done away.
Are you of opinion that it would be advantageous, in cases of appeal, to have

the proceeds of prizes vested in the funds for the benefit of the parties that may
be eventually entitled thereto ? I am, most certainly; in the funds, or any
other public security, bearing interest. And I conceive it would be agreeable

to the navy in general, as it would cut up by the root the present practice of

entering fictitious appeals.

Do you think the commission of five per cent, on the net proceeds of prizes,

would be a fair and sufficient general compensation to the agent* for their

trouble in the business ? 1 should suppose so ;
1 believe it is more than is in

general given in mercantile transactions.

Do you know of any other instances of irregularity, fraud, or abuse, in the

business of prize-agency, besides those you have mentioned ? I cannot specify

any particular ones, but it is a general complaint in the navy, that their in-

terests are by no means attended to by those whom they appoint their agents,

and this particularly upon foreign stations: a custom has in some instances

crept into the navy, of appointing the Admirals' secretaries joint agents, who,
from their situation, can take no active part; from whence trie operative agent
receives only half the commission, which may induce him to adopt measures

for his remuneration, which he would not do if he had the sole advantage of

the agency.
What time does it usually take to determine appeals in prize causes ? Several

years ;
I had one of my own ten years from the time of capture to final adjudi-

cation, the money lying all the time, without interest, in the hands of mer-

chants in London.

Who were the agents for the ships you commanded ? In England, the Ho-
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We have received, in the course of our enquiry, some representa-

tions respecting the inferior agents before noticed, as employed in

nourable William Elphinstone, and George Glenny ; in America, the house of

Brook Watson, and afterwards J.awrencc Hamhorne, Esq.; at Bermu-

da, Fisher and M'Laughlan; and at New Providence, Messrs. Forbes and

Monro,

ALEX. COCHRANE.
Cbt. M. Pole.

,

E-wan Laiu.

John Ford.

Henry Nicbolls.

Wm. Mack-worth Praed.

The Examination of Captain Graham Moore, of the Royal Naty ;

taken upon Oath the 2^th of June, 1803.

On what station was you employed during the last war ? On the home

station principally, but latterly on the Jamaica station.

Was you concerned in many captures ? Yes, a good many; between thirty

and forty, principally privateers and men of war upon the home station, which

were chiefly purchased by Government; most of the captures I made in the

East Indies were merchantmen.

Does it appear to you that any unnecessary delay took place either in the

proceeding to condemnation, or distribution of the proceeds of prizes during

the late war, attributable in any way to the prize-agents, or the present mode

of conducting their business ? In the prizes in which I was concerned, I had

no reason to complain of any delay or neglect in the agents.

Do you know any instances of prize-agents protracting the distribution of the

proceeds of prizes ? I do not know of any.

Have you any reason for believing that such abuses exist? It is a thing I

have not the least doubt of, but I cannot specify the instances
; I have heard

of many, but they escape my memory at present ; it has been a cause of much
dissatisfaction in the service.

Are the prize-agents interested in bringing appeals to issue as speedily as may
be ? I cannot give any information on this subject, as there was only one of the

captures I made which was carried into the Court of Appeals ; she was taken

about six years ago, and condemned soon afterwards, and the cause has not

yet been heard in the Court of Appeals.

Do you know of any instances where loss has happened either to the captors
or claimants, by the money remaining in the hands of the prize-agents ? I do

not know from my own knowledge ;
it never happened to me.

Did the house of Willis and Waterhouse, the principal prize-agents in the

Island of Jamaica, lately stop payment ? I have heard so.

What is the general character or description of persons usually employed by

Petty Officers and seamen at the out-ports for the receiving their prize-money ?

People that Captains of men of war have a very bad opinion of generally ;

and I always discouraged my people from having any communication with

them.

Arc you of opinion that it would be advantageous, in cases of appeal, to hav
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making the recalls, which place them in a point of view by no means

respectable ; but they originated from a quarter which has since ap-

thc proceeds of prizes vested in the funds for the benefit of the parties, who may
be eventually entitled thereto ? Yes.

Do you think the commission of five per cent, on the net proceeds of prizes,

would be a fair and sufficient general compensation to the agents for their trou-

ble in the business ? Yes, I think it is quite sufficient, without their retaining

the money in their hands.

Have such Petty Officers and seamen, who may return to England from

abroad previous to the distribution of prize-money, any difficulty in obtain-

ing what may be due to them ? Very great difficulty. I have been fre-

quently applied to to assist men in getting their prize-money under such cir-

cumstances ; and as no recalls for the captures in which they were concerned

were made in England, I have been unable to render them any effectual

assistance.

In what time from the capture has the distribution of the proceeds of the

enemy'* ships of war aud privateers purchased by Government, in which you
have been concerned, usually been made ? Seldom sooner than a year.

Was there any cause which prevented the early distribution of the whole

proceeds of the enemy's ships and vessels of war which you captured? The

agents were always longer receiving the value of ordnance stores than what was

purchased by the Navy Board, and, in some instances, the hull and naval

stores were paid for and distributed, and a second distribution made of the pro-
ceeds of the ordnance stores.

Was it the practice of the house of Willis and Waterhouse at Jamaica, to

make advances on account of prize money to the Officers and men belonging to

ships making captures, previous to distribution ? I knew one instance of it in

the ship I commanded to the men, and I believe it was their practice.

Who were the agents for the ships you commanded ? Messrs. Maudes were

always concerned for the prizes made at home, and generally joined with some

person at the port where the prize was sent in : in Jamaica, Messrs. Willis and

Waterhouse, and the Secretary of the Admiral on that station, were agents
for the captures made by the ship which I commanded

;
the joining the Ad-

miral's Secretary with the active agent abroad, I believe, has been a general

practice.

During the time you was at Jamaica, did Messrs. Willis and Waterhouse

transact your business as prize-agents upon a general power of attorney, or did

you give a special power for c.ch capture ? Upon a general power.
GRAHAM MOORE.

Cl>t. M. Pole.

ivan Late,

John Ford.

H. Nicbolh.

W. Mackiuortb PraeJ. <

Tbt Examination ofJohn BalingfclJ, E<q. Inspector of Seamen's Wills ;

taken upon Oath the id of July, 1803.

Have you been in the practice of witnessing the orders of parties for the pay-
mcnt of prize-money ? Yes.

. Cfcrori. uloI.XI. c a
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peared to us not entitled to much attention, namely, the narrative

of a person who, when summoned before us, refused to give evi-

dence.

We have examined one of these agents *, who has been engaged

.many years in a most extensive way in the business of recalls, and we
should not be justified if we were to impeach his integrity by any

thing that has been proved before us ; still we feel ourselves obliged to

declare, that the mode of conducting this part of the bxisiness has

been very loose and unsatisfactory, furnishes grounds for jealousy and

suspicion, and might be made a cover for fraud.

It will tend to elucidate the sort of irregularities to which we here

allude, if the nature and form of a distribution list be first described.

It is a book with the leaves divided into six parts or columns*

* See Mr. James Poulain's Examination, page 134.

Under what circumstances and authority have you done so ? I have done it

in cases of seamen discharged from his Majesty's service, and undei the pro-
visions of the act of the jad George III. Cap. 34. Sect. a.

Are orders for th payment of prize-money, under seven pounds, authorized

by any law that you know of, if witnessed by the Captain of the ship to which

the party belongs, or the minister and churchwarden of the parish where he may
reside, if on shore ? I do not know of any act of the Legislature which render*

those orders legal; the seventh clause of the above-mentioned act relates to

ums due for services in the navy, to be paid by the Treasurer of the navy, and

consequently relates only to wages; and the two acts a6 George III. Cap. 63,

and 32 George III. Cap. 34, take no cognizance of orders witnessed before the

ministers of parishes.

Have you ben in the practice of making out checks for the payment of prize-

money upon powers of attorney, in which a great number of persons have

joined ? Yes. The Solicitor of the Admiralty aud N'avy Boards stated to me,

that it was his opinion it was not necessary that any limitation should be made

in the number of granters in a power of attorney.

What do you conceive are the charges made by inferior agents for receiving

prize-money? I have known instances in which agents have charged, as

directed by Mr. Grenville's act, sixpence in the pound. J have known an in-

stance, on the other hand, in which ten shillings and sixpence in the pound have

been retained. The person who made this charge was afterwards eiecuted

for forger)'.

J. BEDINGFELD.
Cbi. M. PoU.

E-uian Law.

Jtbn ford.

Henry Nitbcllt.

H'*. Mack-worth Prati.

HtHry FtrJ.

[To le continued.



THE SPIRIT OF THE STORM,

AN ODE.

I HEN fiercely raves the arctic storm,

And howling winds the seas deform,

O'er shaking hills I urge my car,

To rule the elemental war.

Proud Nature owns my potent sway,
And trembling bows before my throne,

While round her form the lightnings play,

I mock, the feeble sufferer's groan :

'Tis mine the boundless deep to heave

In mountains to the gates of heaven,

And mine> the cloud-formed gloom to weave,

Whose shades involve the polar even.

9

When round the struggling vessel's keel

The ocean's maddening waves congeal,

And the dim moon, with crimson'd rays,

Upon the stiffened canvass plays,

How the blood freezes in each vein,

While they that far from home exil'd

Behold the waters of the main

In chrystal mountains round them pil'd !

Yet still they hope these scenes to brave,

To tread the icy-mantled sea,

I seal their doom, no power can save,

Or my devoted victims free !

Obedient to my dread behest,

The whirlwind's breath rends Ocean's breast,

While Ruin scorns Distraction's cry,
The frantic sufferers shriek and die.

Lo ! the -fond mother scales the height,

Whose brow defies the tempest wi!o\

And there she spends the fearful night,
To hail her long-expected child;
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Her hoary locks float on the storm,

Fierce on her head the wild winds beat,

When from the deep her son's pale form

I toss at her convulsing feet.

While Frenzy fires her straining eye,

Her piercing accents rend the sky j

As wild she tears her silvered hair,

That falls upon her bosom bare ;

Now death smiles dimly on his prey,

As the lost maniac to her breast

Clasps the beloved insensate clay,

And plunges in the watery waste.

These are the triumphs of my reign,

And these the trophies of iny power,

When riding on the wintry main

I rule Destruction's fated hour.

From the dark bosom of the cloud,

That bears my form o'er Lapland's floodj

The meteor's vivid flame I urge,

Far glittering o'er the icy surge :

Lured by its ray the native braves

The unknown horrors of the dell,

Where scowling night in gelid caves,

On darkness thron'd, delights to dwell.

Hear, ye fierce demons of the air,

Preserve yon savage in the wild ;

For know your monarch loves to spare

The rude north's tempest-beaten child.

Where Freedom cheers her western clime,

From Andes' brow that towers sublime,

I hurl the whelming wreaths of snow,

To chasmed vales that groan below.

Down his dark rocks the vapours glide,

That mingling seem a surging deep,

While o'er the troubled aerial tide,

On sable wings I proudly sweep j

The dryads of the distant wood

Awake their wildest screams of woe,

As swift I fear the storm-fraught cloud

That lays the waving kingdoms low
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When Cancer owns the solar ray,

And pours his fervors on the day,

That shines unhail'd by Freedom's smile

On dark Ambition's Indian isle,

At Retribution's dread command,
The minister of wrath I fly,

To crush the dome with giant hand,

That Guilt, triumphant, rear'd on high:
Unawed the son of Afric smiles,

As Death and Ruin scour the plain,

They end his long unpitied toils,

And burst his blood-encrusted chain.

Yes, the tremendous power is mine,

To shake Oppression's hated shrine ;

My hand unnerves her coward soul,

While Heaven's avenging thunders roll;

I guide the flame-wing'd lightning's course,

I bid the struggling earthquake groan,

While the tornado's fearful force

Shakes the bright summer's tropic throne ;

I rule the spirits of the deep,

I drive them to their oozy caves,

When bounding from the cloud-crown'd steep,

I revel on the foaming waves.

ADELINE.

Edinburgh.

IMITATION

OF ODE XVI. OF THE ELEVENTH BOOK OF HORACE.

OT1UM DIVORSqUE.

WHEN jolly JACK afar is bound,

Some hundred leagues from British ground,
His course rude Boreas stopping;

He looks askew at low'ring skies,

Thinks of his Sally's sparkling eyes,

And longs for ease and Wapping.
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In London, negro beggars pine

For ease, in huts beneath the line,

Remote from beadles sturdy ;

The poor Savoyard, doom'd to roam

In search of halfpence, sighs for home,

And spins his hurdy gurdy.

Ease loves to live with shepherd swains,

Nor in the lowly cot disdains

To share an humble dinner-

But would not for a turtle treat

Sit with a miser or a cheat,

Or canker'd party- sinner.

In Britain, Ease makes Labour glad
She travels with the merry lad,

Who whistles by his waggon ;

Bids him not envy Fox or Pitt ;

Whilst ale-inspiring, homespun wit

Flows from the guggling flaggon.

Care's an obtrusive craz'd physician,

Who visits folks of high condition,

And doses them with bitters ;

Claps caustics on the tend'rest sores,

And won't be turned from great men's doun

By footmen or beef-eaters.

Some, to avoid this frantic pest,

Sail to the north, south, east, or west-
Alas ! Care travels brisker ;

Light as a squirrel he can skip
On board a ninety-four gun ship,

And tweak an Admiral's whisker !

The lamp of life is soon burnt out,

Then who'd for riches make a rout,

Except a doating blockhead
;

When Charon takes 'em both on board,

Of equal worth's the miser's hoard,

And spendthrift's empty pocket.
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In such a sorry world as this,

We may not hope for perfect blis

And length of days together ;

We have no moral liberty

At will to live, at will to die,

In fair or stormy weather.

ROCKINGHAM, good as he is great,

Was seiz'd by unrelenting Fate,

Our freedom whilst he guarded ;

Others, whom, if it pleas'd the Lord
To take 'em, we could well afford,

May live as long as Parr *
did.

Many I see have riches plenty,
Fine coaches, livery. servants twenty

But envy never pains me ;

My appetite's as good as theirs,

I sleep as sound, as free from fears

I've only what maintains me.

And while the precious joys I prove

Of John's true friendship, and the love

Of bonny blue-eyed JENNY
Ye Gods! my wishes are confin'd

To health of body, peace of mind.

Clean linen, and a guinea.

THE MIDSHIPMAN'S COMPLAINT.

in the cockpit all was grim,

And not a Mid. dared show his glim,

A youth was all alone ;

He scratch'd his sconce, survey'd his clothes,

Then took the other cheering dose,

And thus began his moan :

Old William Parr, of Bristol, who lived Ijo year*.



u A curse light on that fatal day,

When I from home was led astray,
' In this dire hole to dwell;

*' If I had in my country staid*

" I then had learnt some useful trade,
' And scorn'tl the white lappel.

** When first on board the ship I went,

With belly full I was content,
" No sorrow touch'd my heart ;

" I view'd my coat so flash and new,
" My gay cockade and hanger too,

" And thought me wond'rous smart.

" But soon, too soon, my cash was spent,
" My hanger pawn'd, my coat was rent,

" My former friends I miss'd ;

u And when of hardships I complain,
' My mess-mates swear 'tis all in vain,

" And ask what made me list ?

"
Shiv'ring I walk the quarter-deck,

' And dread the stern Lieutenant's check,
" Who struts the weather side ;

With glass and trumpet in his hand,
" He bellows forth his harsh command,
* With arrogance and pride.

" But hark ! I hear the caitiff tread;
" Another dose, and then to bed,

'

Ofev'ry joy bereft;"

He shakes his bottle with a flout,

The poor half-pint was quite straiu'd out,

Not one kind drop was left.

The youth with rage indignant burns,

Into his hated hammock turns,

Alas ! not long to sleep ;

The Quarter -master, with hoarse tongue,

Shakes him, and says the bell has rung ;

He's rous'd the watch to keep.
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Rising, he cries,
"

tip us a light,
* Old Square-toes, here, how goes the night ?'*

" Why, Sir, it rains and blows ;"
" O ! damn my eyes, I hear the rout ;

*'
D'ye spy a stray great-coat about?*'

Then swearing up he goes.

THE MERMAID'S SONG.

EA Nymphs, sea nymphs, follow me

Through the azure-gliding wave:

Sea jiymphs, sea nymphs, follow me
Down to Ocean's pearly cave :

There, through coral groves we'll stray,

There we'll braid our flowing hairj

Or with am'rous Tritons play,

Or bedeck the grot with care.

Sea nymphs, sea nymphs, follow me,

See the storm begins to low'r ;

Let us quit this troubled sea ;

Let us seek the coral bow'r :

Hark ! the foaming billows dash !

Hark ! the awful thunders roar ! <

Plunging, let us 'scape the flash,

Or we sink to rise no more.

SONNET,
WRITTEN ON A ROCKY EMINENCE OVERHANGING THE SEA*

*E rocks sublime ! whose tops, depending o'er

The restless main, form my wild, lonely seat.

Where ofc I hear the loud and solemn roar

Of foaming billows breaking at my feet !

In your retreats can peace of mind be found ?

Contented bliss ? serenely-sweet repose ?

Ah, yes ! the gales that whisper soft around,

Seem like meek pity's voice to heal my woes*'

Here, while I watch the waves, as on they roll,

And view their white heads at a distance rise,

Peace once again returns unto my soul,

And pale despair far from my bosom flies :

Hail, then, ye solitudes I which sooth my grief,

And to my aching bosom bring relief,

S.
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COURT OF KING'S BENCH, FEBRUARY 23.

SIR ANDREW SNAP! HAMOND AND OTHERS If. BRENTS.

THE plaintiffs are Commissioners of the navy, the defendants are ship-

builders, with whom Mr. Randall, lately deceased, was in co-partnership.
Messrs. Brents and Randall contracted to build a 74 gun ship, to be called the

Ajax, to be classed as a third-rate ship of war. The Commissioners agreed to

pay aol. for each ton, and the contents were not to exceed 789! tons, unless

the contract were extended under special orders from the purchasers. It is

well known that Government, in its contracts for the navy, except particular

conditions, for the sake of public security. All the timber is to be of the growth
of this country, excepting certain planks, which form the lining at the bottom;

particular directions are given for the crutches, knees, riders, &c. ; the bolts

are to be fastened in a peculiar way ; all the iron is to be of the best Swedish

quality ; and the whole frame is to be well grooved together. Minute direc-

tions are also given for the caulking, on which the safety of the crew so ma-

terially depends. A model of this vessel was produced in Court, in order to

facilitate the comprehension of this curious and intricate subject. Mr. Erskine

stated, that the immense public establishment for the structure of ships of war

being yet inadequate to the supply of the British navy in the present extensive

armament, it had been found necessary to report to private assistance, and
Messrs. Brents and Randall had been applied to for the construction of the Ajax,
which was connected with the present cause. The Ajax was built ; she was
sent to the Downs ; she commenced her voyage and returned suddenly into

port, when the Captain sent a report to the Admiralty, stating, that he had

quitted the Channel fleet on the zd of November last, and that his ship, on
examination at Spithead, appeared not to be built according to the uniform re-

gulations of the Board of Admiralty. A subsequent survey was made, which
confirmed this report; and the jury were now to enquire, what was the extent
of the injury sustained by the neglect of the defendants, that the public might
receive the fit remuneration from their verdict. Lord Ellenborough inter-

posed.
" Can we determine a cae of this kind, relating to the construction

and proportions of this complex machine, so as to do justice to the parties ?

Will it not be better to refer it to the decision of some perton who will have
time and opportunity to enquire into the facts ?"

After a long conversation between Messrs. Erskine, Garrow, and Lawes, on
the one ide, and Messrs. Gibbs, Moore, and the defendants, on the other, it

was agreed that a verdict should be taken for the damages stated in the declara-

tion, subject to the award of Mr. Holroyd, who had permission to enlarge the

time at his own discretion.

Imperial parliament*

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

MONDAY, FEB. 2J.

'

R. PITT, in the course of the debate on the second reading of the
- Volunteer regulation Bill, having expatiated largely on the mili-

tary defence of the country, observed, that it became Ministers and the

House to consider well, whether every thing had been done which
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ought to have been done, in another branch, that of the naval defence.

He felt no kind of dislike or opposition to those at the head of that

department ; nor did he wish to speak on any subject that night with

the smallest degree of asperity ; but he did not speak lightly when he

eaid, that while the danger was greater than ever, our exertions in the

defence of the coast were by no means equal to those of former pe-
riods, A day, however, might come, to say more on that subject.

The House must recollect, that on their present deliberations much
of the safety and the blood of the country depended, and no minor

considerations should be suffered to prevail when such pre-eminent

interests were at stake.

Lord Castlereagh replied, that on this subject he was glad to be able

to present the House with accurate statements, in which they would

see, on a comparison of our present state with our state of naval de-

fence in an advanced period of the last war, that our exertions had been

very great. To begin with ships of the line : we had at present, in

commission, ninety-one; last war, that number was not reached till the

third year. Of frigates, we had now manned one hundred and twenty-
nine

; a number we had not, last war, till 1 798. Of armed ships

of various kinds, we had now two hundred and eight, which was as

numerous as in 1798. So that upon the whole we had four hundred

and eleven ships of war already, though not a year had tlapsed since

the commencement of hostilities ; whereas last war, at the end of the

year 1795, we had but 375. At the end of the first year of this war,

we find ourselves as strong in naval defence as in the fourth year of the

last war, when we gained the two great and celebrated victories of Lord

Howe and Lord Bridport. All this statement was exclusive of the East

India Company's shipping, which consisted of 20 ships ; of those of

the Trinity equipped and manned, of 10 ships; of various small craft

to the number of 602, at different ports ; of the armed vessels in the

dock-yards 373 ; and of armed vessels on the Irish coast 137 ; making

altogether, 1,122 armed vessels, exclusive of our regular ships of war.

Our seamen, too, amounted to 771012; whereas it was not till the

end of two years in last war, that they equalled that number. Our

marines were 11,990, which they were not last war till 1796, a space

of about three years. From all this statement of facts, his Lordship

concluded, that the present state of naval defence was such as must

give complete satisfaction to every person who candidly considered that

important subject.

Mr. Pitt explained. He had made no comparison of the last and

the present wars, but had simply stated his opinion on the present

naval defence, He had not particularly spoken of ships of the line;
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and it should be recollected with respect to seamen, that we gtarted,

last war, with only 18,000, and this war with 5O;OOO.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer defended ;
and Captain Markham

challenged inquiry into the conduct of the Admiralty.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 2Q.

In the debate, on the House resolving itself into a committee on

the Volunteer Regulation Bill, Colonel Craufurd observed, that a

comparison had been drawn between the present state of our navy

and that of former years. This kind of answer, however, he could

not approve of, unless it could be shewn that our present situation

was similar to that of former years. It was insulting to common

sense to draw such a comparison. Another defence of the Admiralty,

had been, that the public were satisfied, and that the rate of insurance

was low, because the underwriters found that very few of our mer-

chants' vessels were taken. This he could easily account for ; it was

because the enemy at present did not aim at destroying our commerce i

on the contrary, they rather wished to encourage it, in order after-

wards to reap the benefit of our riches, when they effected our subju-

gation. He had heard it surmised, that very great neglect attached

to those who managed the late blockading squadion ;
for it was as.

serted, that the guns were not received on board in proper time.

Admiral Berkeley spoke to the following purport :
"

I was

brought up under the Noble Lord who is now at the head of the Ad.

miralty ; and, from my gratitude towards him, and my reverence for

his character, it is with great reluctance I deliver my sentiments in

opposition to the conduct of that department over which he presides.

My pain on this occasion is, however, relieved by the necessary ab-

sence of the Noble Lord from the scene of his public duty, which has

occasioned the business to devolve on the juniors in that national

establishment, to whom the errors are to be attributed. There is not

an Officer in the navy, from the highest to the lowest, who will not

acknowledge, that the preparations are inadequate to meet the exigen-
ces of the times. Our coasts, instead of being in a respectable state

of defence, in many points cf importance are exposed and abandoned.

There is as much resemblance between a first-rate ship and Noah's

ark, as between the system of defence that might have been adopted,
and that to which these agents have resorted. 1 have heard it said,

by a Lord of the Admiralty, that the enemy have nothing but fishing
boats. This petty craft turns

out^to
be first-rates and 74 gun ships,

as numerous as our own. Besides these, the French have four or five

hundred gun-boats, to which we have nothing to oppose. What
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apology can be urged for this scandalous neglect ? I thought myself

extremely happy when I heard an honourable friend of mine pledge

himself, that this subject should meet a solemn enquiry. It is not pru-

dent to admit the enemy to land upon our coasts ; we should have a

naval force of every description, competent to meet the foe on the

element to which we are accustomed ; and the neglect of those means

of protection calls for the severest censure."

Captain Markbam replied :
" I cannot but consider such observa-

tions as these, at the present period, to be highly improper; and, if

the Hon. Admiral have any complaint to make, it should be submitted

to the attention of the House under an express motion, instead of being
thus unhandsomely intruded into this debate. 1 hear the words un-

parliamentary language whispered near me, but I must be permitted

to express myself strongly, when I feel so acutely the observations of

the Hon. Admiral. The faculties of the Noble Lord at the head of

the Admiralty are in their full strength and exercise ; but how much

advantage the Hon. Admiral may have derived from the early appli-

cation of these powers may not be so easily ascertained. He has,

however, so far trusted to his discernment, as to attribute the blame

of all the neglect he has complained of to the young persons who

have been principally active in the naval department. With regard

to my own experience, I shall think it decent to be silent ; but the

same reserve will not be necessary in regard to my colleague. The

first voyage he performed was a service of no less than twelve years

in the East Indies. I will not be so disrespectful to the Hon. Admi-

ral as to enquire of him in what situation of foreign service he has been

engaged. The Hon. Admiral admits, I think, that in the present

state of the coast of Boulogne, forming one immense battery, it would

be impossible for our frigates to make any impression ; yet he seemed

much inclined to insinuate, that the boats, in respect to which so

much neglect had been committed, might have made a considerable

impression on the enemy. This assertion to me appears wholly incom-

prehensible. It has been said, we ought to have a vast number of

small boats to oppose the similar craft of the enemy. Absurd and

ridiculous ! Gentlemen may smile at the phrases I employ ; but ac-

cti'-tomed to the hard duties of my profession, I have adopted the

coarseness of its language, so unusual within these walls. If the

H~u. Admiral be so much attached to this craft crawling along the

coasts, and think so highly of its utility, I have no doubt the Admi-

ralty will be disposed to coincide with his wishes, and to give him a

responsible ci irmand. The Hon. Colonel said, guns were not ranged

along the coast, and seemed to me to attribute blame to the naval

department for this omission. Does not that Hon. Member know, that
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this matter devolves on the Ordnance, and has no relation whatever to

the former ? Yet, when I point out where the duty lies, I must ob-

serve, that there appears to me no part of the public service performed
with more promptitude and ability than that to which I am now re-

ferring. I do not wish minutely to enter into the question, how far

the boat> deserve that consequence which has been attributed to them?

but this I may affirm, that it was impossible to fill the unreasonable

expectations of certain persons ; and that, instead of there being any

real objection on the ground of delay, some of them were fitted out

with so much expedition, particularly at Deal, that they were not

properly provided, and the real utility was sacrificed to expedition.

The Hon. Colonel said further, that the rate of insurance was no

indication of the activity in the Naval Department, because Buona-

parte had converted all the privateers into gun-boats, and hence

he argued no risk of capture was incurred. Buonaparte did not

possess that discernment which I am disposed to attribute to him,

if he brought these privateers and their crews from any useful

engagement so long before he wanted them, to assist him in his pro-

ject of invasion. The real fact is, he was chargeable with no such

act of impolicy ; no captures could be made, because the vigilance of

the Admiralty had blocked up the force of the enemy. Hence arose

that confidence in the mercantile interest, to which I appeal ; and

hence that advantageous rate of insurance which 1 consider the best

criterion by which an opinion of that vigilance may be formed."

Mr. Fox said : As to the Naval system of the country, much as I

respect the Noble Earl who is at the head of it, and much as I admire

his talents, and the great services he has rendered the country in the

course of his long and varied professional life, I have much to say,

and something to blame ; but as that subject will undergo, most pro-

bably, a regular discussion on some other day, I shall abstain from

troubling the House with my sentiments at present,"

Mr. Pitt, who again went over the whole system of our national

defence, closed a vei y long and animated speech as follows :
f I have, I

fear, detained the House too long, but I cannot sit down without ex-

plaining what dropped from me in a late debate relative to the Naval

Department. My apprehensions upon that head were raised by reports

from different parts of the coast; and I had also grounds, from my own

personal knowledge, to form, in some degree, an opinion on the

subject. 1 have now to declare, that if these apprehensions prove
well founded, I shall feel it my duty to institute an enquiry into the

conduct of the Admiralty. I have a great and just regard for the

past services of the Noble Lord who presides over that department,
whom I consider as one of the most meritorious of his Majesty's sub-
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j-ectS)
and I shall be happy to find my apprehensions removed ; but

should they be clearly confirmed, it will become my duty, whatever

reluctance I may feel on the occasion, to move for an enquiry, and

to carry the subject of complaint to the foot of the Throne."

TUESDAY, MARCH 6.

Sir William Elford said, that he had formerly given notice of a mo-

tion relative to the dismissal of Mr. Marshall, one of the builders in

the dock-yard at Plymouth ; but as certain circumstances had since

come to his knowledge, and as a Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Pitt)

intended soon to bring forward some enquiry into the Naval Depart-
ment, he would now defer his motion, in hopes that such an investi-

gation would remove any doubts he entertained on the subject.

The Royal Marine Mutiny Bill was read a third time and passed.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, FEB. 7, 1804.

Dispatches, of lublcb thefollowing arc Copiest have keen received at tb'u

Office, from Rear-admiral Sir John Thomas Duckworth, K.B. Com-

mander in Chief of his Majesty's Ships and Vessels at Jamaica :

SIR, Echo, Port-Royal, Sef>t. JO, 1803.
TTL7TAVING in my letter of the I7th of July, transmitted you, for the informs-

-*- tionofthe Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, Captain Bissell, of the
Racoon's letter, on the very spirited manner in which the capture of the national

brig Lodi had taken place at anchor in Leogane; it is now, with great plea-
sure, I add to it, his account of the destruction of the national brig la Mutine,
on the coast of Cuba, wherein it appears a superior degree of professional abili-

ties, with great gallantry, were displayed; and I trust he will be honoured
with their Lordships' protection.

I have the honour to be, &c.

Sir Evas Nefean, Bart. J.
T. DUCKWORTH.

Racoon, of tie East End of Jamaica,
SIR, August 20, 1803.

Upon receiving the intimation that the French privateers, which were long
tincc supposed to have been fitting out in the ports of Cuba, had probably put
to sea, I worked up along shore from Lucca to the east end of Jamaica, to see

the coast clear, and then crossed over to St. Jago de la Cuba, where I saw
four French schooners at anchor, apparently armed ;

I of course watched the

port very narrowly, and in a few days I fell in with three of them at day-light
in the morning, two of which I have captured, after tedious chases, from their

separating on different courses, and the other I drove on shore in a small bar,
where she was inevitably lost.

On Wednesday the I7th, at one, P.M. I observed a brig coming along shore,
which soon after hauled her wind to speak a schooner which had been avoiding
us all day. At three they bore up together, under ail sail, with a strong
breeze t I stood off until certain of fetching them, and then made sail in shore.
At a quarter past four the bri : hoisted French colours and fired a gun, still

keeping within half a mile of the shore under a press of sail. At twenty mt-
nuteg put four she fired her broadside at us, and attempted to cross our hawse,

6
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which I was fortunate enough to prevent, for I ordered the helm to be paf

hard-a-port to board her, though going eight knots a: the time, and fired a
broadside at her, which, from being nearly aboard each other, brought down
his studding sails, topsails, &c.; he then luffed up and ran on shore on the rock

in a small bay, and struck his colours. To avoid a similar fate, I was com-

pelled to heave in stays ; and when we wore round, our stern was nearly in

the breakers. In this position we fired our oppotitc broadside to effect her de-

struction. In about half an hour she hoisted her ensign again, and I made
several short tacks near her, firing upon her in passing. Towards sunset her

mainmast went over the side, and she fell on her beam ends. At this moment
Mr. John Thompson, the master, asked my permission to go with a few picked
men, and endeavour to burn her ; an enterprize it would have been unjustifi-

able to admit of undertaking, from her having landed boats full of armed men, and
lined the shores; but the gallantry of the master could not fail of exciting my
admiration, and will, I am sure, meet your approbation. I watched the brig
all night, and in the morning her masts were all overboard, and she lay a per-
fect wreck full of water. I have since learned her name is la Mutine, national

brig, carrying eighteen long j 8-pounders, and was full of men, from Port au
Paix bound to St. Jago ; but I have not been able to obtain the name of her

Captain.
I regret that I was not able to secure to the service so fine a vessel as la Mu-

tine appeared to be ; but, under the circumstance of having the two lieutenants

and forty two men absent in prizes out of this sloop's company, you will, Jf

trust, feel satisfied that no effort was left untried, and that Mr. Thompson the

Master, and the remaining part of the crew, have performed their duty on
this occasion with credit.

The schooner which was in company made her escape, notwithstanding the

endeavour of Lieutenant Wright) in charge of one of the prizesj who Uicd all

possible means to disable her.

I have, &c.

Sir Jcbn Thomas Tti,ck-wortbt K. B. AUSTIN BISSELL.

81 R, Shark, Port Royal, October 44, 1803.
The accompanying letter from Captain Bissell, of the Racoon, exhibits fresh

marks of his gallantry and professional ability, which I am confident will se-

cure him the honour of their Lordships' notice and protection.
I am, &c.

Sir Evan Nepean, Sort. J. T. DUCKWORTH.

Racoon, Port Royal Harbour , Jamaica,
SIR, October ao, 1803.

I beg leave to inform you, that in the afternoon of the i3th of October, when
standing in for the coast of Cuba, I observed several vessels to windward coming
close along shore, all of whom hauled in towards Cumberland Harbour before

un-set : having heard of the evacuation of Port-au-Prince, I anchored in a

small bay, in expectation of seeing them coming past us in the night ; day-light
of the i4th discovered to us nine or ten sail, a few miles to the windward of us,

nearly becalmed; I jrot under weigh with a fine land wind, and chased them;
at half past six, a brig, schooner, and cutter, (full of men,) hoisted French
colours, and fired guns to windward. The brig attempted to get in shore of us,
while the other two, with the assistance of their sweeps and boats, endeavoured
to join her. The land-breeze however carried me within gun-shot of the brig,
and after firing a broadside or two at her, she struck. I had only time to send
an Officer, and a small party of men, to secure her, before my attention was
called to the schooner and cutter, who had by this time got nearly within gun-
shot, and were firing at us. Calms and baffling airs prevented me from getting
nearer to them till ten o'clock, when the sea breeze set in ; at eleven they bore

up together, evidently with a determination to board us
; the cutter steering

for our bows, and the schooner hauling out to pass astern ; 1 shortened sail ti>

receive them, keeping the brig under sufficient command to counteract their
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when within pistol shot, I fired a broadside at the cutter (which was as

.iy returned with !<vng guns and rrr.isketrv). then wore round, and fired

the other into the schooner, and soon alternately, keeping- up a running fight,
and preventing either of them from raking us. This knd of engaging 1 isced

nv.ire than an hour, both schooner and cu:ttr keeping up an incessant fire of

musketry; nor was it until tile cutter was literally beaten to a wreck and had

many men killed, thar she struck her colours The schooner seeing her com-

panion fall, made off under all sail. Lieutenant Lawrence took possession of
the cutter with peculiar alacrity, and I then made sail after the schooner with
a fresh breeze At one, P..VI., I again got within gun-shot of her, and after

firing a few shot she surrendered without further resistance. After gaining
possession of the schooner I chased another brig (which proved to be an Ame-
rican), then >-t.T)d in shore to reioi:i the brig I had taken in the morning, but
hid the mortification to find, that -\vhile I was engaging the schooner and

cutter, they had overpowered the Officer, and had run her on shore on the

rocks, where they had all landed with their arms. I have, however, got all

my men hack safe. The brig was called la 1'ctite Fille, national gun -brig,
commanded bv Monsieur Piquet, Lieutenant de Vaisseau, and had on board
one hundred and eighty troops, including about fifty Officers of all ranks. The
Schooner la Jeime Adele.of six small guns, commanded by M. Serin, Lieutenant
de Vaisseau, and had on board eighty troops. The cutter, 1'Amelie, com-
manded by Monsieur du Puy, Ensign de Vaisseau, and carrying four long guns
and many swivels, with upwards of seventy troops. The two latter were also

national vess. Is, and had on board twenty-two Officers.

'I he Con-niJiiders of these vessels have since told me, that they wereapprised
of our being on the coast, and that they had planned their mode of attack in

Cumberland Harbour, having determined on boarding us : their loss is about

forty killed and wounded. 1 feel great pleasure in informing you, that I had
not a single nnn killed : the only person hurt was Mr. John Thompson, the

Mi'tcr, who received a violent contusion in the early part of the business,
which deprived me of the farther services of a truly brave and meritorious

Officer. The active conduct of Lieutenant Lawrence, throughout the day,
has fully established the character you gave him, with his commission. From,
the perfect satisfaction the crew had given me on former occasions, and their

i^ady and resolute behaviour on this, I have no doubt if the three vessels had
succeeded in boirding (which, had the calm continued, it would be extremely
difficult, if not impossible to pre'venr

1

), they would have met with a resistance

worthy nf I,riti^h seamen, and that they would have had only to boast of a very
dear bought conquest.
The <'am .ge the Racoon has sustained is immaterial, being principally in her

'.!-; hut the very disabled stite of the prizes, and having expended nearly all

the shot on board, will, 1 hope, plead my excuse for returning co port before I

was regularly recalled.

I have the honour to be, &c.

(M'sriied) AUSTIN BISSELL.

To S'tr Join TLomai DudM-crt'', K. B.
Rtur- Admiral of t!j; Red, tnd Commander
in Chief, &{. &c. &:.

SIR. Shark, Pert Royal. Ar
-r. JO, 1 803.

The Caracr,'. p?ssagr, the ezsfern entrance of the harbour of Cape Francoise,

having afforded the enemy tK- means of obtaining refreshments from Monte
Cliribtc, and the former Spanish part of St. Domingo, which I was convinced
must protract the bloi-knd;, I ulr^cted Captain Ltring to place a frigate at the

entrance of Mr:: .-. with the hope of checking effectually that inter-

ronrse, which 1 hive the j-Ieasure in being able to acquaint you, for the infor-

mation of the Lords C o::irr. 1 .--ii.ners of the Admiralty, has been completely
performed by Captain Mjdge in the Blanche, and the boats of that fhip, hav-

ing taken and destroyed twenty-four sail of small vessels in less than a month,

Cbron. Clol XI. i i
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amonjr which are the two recited in the accompanying letters, wherein I feel

their Lordships will t'.-.ivik great enierprize and gallantry has been displayed,

and most conspicuously in Mr. John Smith, the Master's Mate, who I shall

directly give an order to act as Lieutenant till their Lordships' pleasure is

known. I am, Sir, &c.

Sir Evan Neftan, Bart. J. T. DUCKWORTH.

Hit Majesty's Ship Blanche, Mdnclinccl

SIR, Bay, Nov. 4, 1803.

This morning an armed schooner was seen coming out of the Caracol passage,

which was instantly attacked by the launch, under the command of Mr. John
Smith, Master's A"ate, which, after a warm dispute of ten minutes, was car-

ried. It i,s impossible for me to find words to express his general good conduct ;

and his having taken this vessel, so very far superior to the launch, and having

passed for a Lieutenant these twelve months, will, I trust, allow of my recom-

mending him for promotion.
She is one of the finest vessels (of her class") I ever saw, and is fit for his

Majesty's service ; she had one long nine pounder and thirty men when taken ;

but can mount eight six-pounders.
I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) ZACHARIAH MUDGE.

I have omitted mentioning the Honourable Frederick Berkley, but the only

apology 1 can make is saying he behaved nobly, and was much to be envied.

Z. MUDGE.
Launch One killed znd two wounded.
Schooner-One killed and five wounded.

Hit Majesty's Ship 7)lancle, Mancbineel Bayt

SIR, Ne-a. J, 1803.

Having gained intelligence that there was a large coppered cutter full of

bullocks Tor the Cape, laying close under the gtinsof A.onte Christe (four twenty-
four pounders, and three field pieces) : notwithstanding her situation, I was
convinced we could bring her off; and at two this morning she was masterly
and gallantly attacked by Lieutenant Lake in the cutter, and Lieutenant Ni-
chols of Marines in the barge, who cut her out ; she is ninety-two tons burthen,

coppered close up and fastened ; with two four-pounders, six swivels, and

twenty muskets.

This affair cost me two men killed and two wounded. I have taken, since mjr
last, eleven small vessels, but chiefly with' passengers.

I am, &c.

ZACHARIAH MUDGE.
Blanche Two killed by the fort, two wounded by the cutter.

French cutter Six wounded, two of them mortally.
I have landed sixty-nine prisoners under a flag of truce, at Monte Christe,

and have receipts for the same. Cargo, fifty two bullocks.

On board his Maje ty's Sloop SLark, Port

SIR, Royal, Jamaica, Ac/?;. 30, 1803.
I transmit you enclosures for the infonr.ation of the Lords Commissioners of

the Admiralty, stating an attempt at capitulation made by General Rochani-
beau on the I9th instant, from which I hope the period is not far distant,
when it will be brought to a proper issue fur the whole of bt. Domingo.

I am, &c.

Sir Evan Nefean, Burt. J. T. DUCKWORTH.
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ARMEE DE ST. DOMINGUE.
Au Quartitr (icncral :'u Caf, le fj Brumzirt,

An i ; di Ij Repukltqut Franccni.

Le General en Chef a Monsieur le C<>.r.mi.d>ie JLnr\;ig, t;>mma;r.!.int lei

Forces Navales de Sa M.ijeste Britiiiniqce dev<iiit le >^ap, &c. &c. &c.

MONSIEUR,
Pour prcvcnir 1'effusion du sang-, et sauvrr les debris ep;n de 1'armee de Sr.

Domingue, j'ai Photineur de vous envoyerdeux Oflkiers charges de nies instruc-

tions a 1'effct d'entrer en accommodement avec vous; Is G.neral de rigade

Boye, Chef de 1'Etat, Major-General, et le Capitjine de Vai in :.arre,

sout charges tie vous remettre ma lettre. Je les ai chaisi pour avoir i'avantage
de traker avec vous.

J'ai 1'honueur d etre, avec la plus grande consideration, jMonsieur,
I). ROCHAMBEAU.

Copy tf ibe Propositions made by tbt General Raclambtau to eva^ujte Cafe Francoiset

St. Doming*.
I. The Genera! Rochambeau proposes to evacuate the Cape, himself and

his guards, consisting of about four cr
fivj.- hundred men, to be conveyed to

Trance without being considered prisoners of war.

Not Granted.

II. The Survcillant and Cerf to be allowed to carry him and suite to France.
Not granted. (. igncd) JO.iN LOSING.

SIR, Bellcropbox, off Ctife Frartcotse, Nov. 19, iSt-J.
I have to acquaint you, on the subject communicated to me by General

Boye and Commodore Barre, of your desire to negociate for the surrender of

Cape Francoise to his Britannic Majesty, that I send for the purpose, and to

know your final determination, Captain Mo^s. of his Majesty's ship la Decree,
in order to agree with your wishes, insomuch as is consistent with the just

rights of his Britannic Ma^ty on that point.
I have also to inform you my instructions confine me to the Fr?nch Officers

and troops in health being sent to Jamaica, and the sick to go to France or

America. The transports to convey them being first valued, and security given
by the Commander in Chief, for the due piyment of the valuation by the

French republic. The white inhabitants of the Cape will not be permitted
to go to Jamaica.

Such are the parts of my instruction* with which I am bound to comply in

any agreement for the surrender of Cape Francoise.

I have the honour to be, &c.

G:r.eral Rocbambeau, Commander in Chief, (Signed) J. LQR.IXG.
U?V 55V. *5V.

COI.ONIE DE ST. DOMINGUE.

I.e General en Chef de 1'Armce de Saint Domingue, Capitaine General de la

dite Cnlonie, commandant les Isles Frano ^c*. sous le Vent. &c &c. &c.

a ..onsieurle Commodore L.orirg, commandant les Forces Navales de sa

Majesre Britai n que dcvant le Cap. &o
MON'UEITR,

Te viens. de recevoir la lettre que rnu* m'avtz fait 1 honrtfur de m'ecrfre.

Comme vos proposition* sont inadaiibsibles, je vous pri.e de considcrer ma lettre

precedence comme non avenue.

I'ai 1'honneur d'etre, Monsieur, avec bticcoup ck consideration,
D. ROC AM3EAU.

SIR, Port R \al, \%tb Dee. 18-3.

Having in my letter, No. *,, by this conveyance, tauu to you, for the infor-

mation of my Lords Commissioners of tl.e Admiralty, that General Rr :

beau had made proposals for t apitu.ating. Wiu .cn, thoi gh inad:nisil)le, I

thought soon must lead to others more rea^oiaSle, the ev nt has jbstified my
opinion; but I am sorry to say thaf Officer, whasc actions are tou txtr.. ordi-

nary to account for, had, on the I9th ultimo, (previous to his proposals to Cap-
tain i.oring, through the General ol Brigade, Boye, and Cor modore Barre,)

auually entered into a capitulation witli the black General Dessalines, to drK-
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ver up the Cape to him, with all the ordnance, ammunition, and stores, on

the 3Oth ; I conclude, flattering himself that the trcmendou- weather \vhich

our -.qua Ucn wj thru and had been experiencing for three v.eeks w.>u'.d < tier

an opening for escape ; hut the perseverance and watchfulness thereof precluded
him f:om even atttmpting it On the 3Oth, the colours of the blacks wera

displayed at the forts, \\hich induced Captain Loring to disp.-.rch Captain

Eligh, to know General Dessaline's sentiments respecting
'. itiicral Rochair.be.au,

and his troops, when, on his entering the harhour, he met Commodore li.inc,

who pressed him in strong terms u> y.o on board the ^-urveillame, and enter.

into some cap-tulation, which would put them under our protection, and pre-
vent the blacks from sinking them with red hot shot, as they h-d threatened,

and were preparing to do. \\hich Captain Bligh complied with, when they

lustily brought him a few articles they had drawn up, which he (u!u-r ob-

jecting to sou;e particular parts, that they agreed should be Jt rrd so carry his

interpret at'. :: c -i their arrival at Jamaica,) signed, and ha-tentd to acquaint
General De-; iiues, that all the ships and vessels in port had surrendered 10 his

Majesty's arms, and with great difficulty he obtained the promise to desist

from firing, till a wind offered for carrying them out
(i

f then blowing hard

directly into the harbour) : this piomise he at length cbiaiut-d, and the fir.t

instant theland-breez.- enabled them to sail out under French cqlourv, which, upon
a shot being fired athwart them, the vessels of war fired their broadsides, and
hauled down their colours, except the Clorin<!e, a large frigate of thiity- eight

guns, which unluckily too",; the ground abaft, and was forced to throw most of

her guns overboard, and knocked her rudder <,ff. when there was great.

hension for her safety; and I am informed by the Captains of the squamon,
that we nnm attribute the saving her (apparently without further damage) to

the uncommon exertions and professional abilities of acting Lieutenant \Vi!-

loughby, with the boats of the Hercule, who, I trust, will be honoured with
their Lordships' protection.

Captain Lonng, after seeing the generality of the prizes taken possession of,

left the Theseus and Hercule to fix a temporary rt:rit!er to the frigate, and

bring the remainder with them, bearing away for the Mole ; and on the second
summoned the General of Brigade Noailles, who commanded there, to capitu-
late; this he declined doing, asserting he had provision;- for five months; and
herewith I transmit a copy of his letter. The numerous and crowded stats

cf the prisoners on board ail tiie prizes, and their being without provi

making it necessary for Captain l.oring to proceed to Jamaica, he atrived her*
the fifth with the Elephant and Blanche, aiso the Survcillante and Vertu ti.irty-

eight gun frigates, a::d various other prizes, leaving the Pique to blockade the

Mole, who anchored in this port the eighth, and ucqusinted me that General
JJoailles had evacuated the night he refused to capitulate, bringing in with
her five out of the six vessels in which the garrison had embarked, a brig with
the General on board only escaping. I send a vess-r! of war to 1-ngiand, with,
GeneidlRochauibi.au and those Officers who ure said to have pjitkipated iii

his cruelties at the Cape.
I am, &c.

Sir Evan Nefeaa, Hart.. J. T. DUCKWORTH.

ARMEE DE S.MNT DOMIXCfB.

Division de Droite du Nord.

Au Quartifr-Gencra! du Mole, It 1C Frimalre,
An Ili/t la

Rcpulilit^ue frjutoitt.

Louis Noailles, General de Brigade, au Commodore Lonng.
UONSICUR,

J'ai recu la lettre dont vous m'atrez honore sous !a date du 10 Frimaire. J<
desire quc vous me fassiez connoitre les tcnnes auqucls vous tn'ofiiez de traitor

avec vous.

J'ai Phonneur d'etre, avec la plus haute consideration, Monsieur, votre tret

Juisable ct obcissant scrviteur,

NOAILLES.
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SIR, barl, Port-Royal, jfjma'ia, JO T>:c. iScj.

Accompanying this you will receive, for the information of the Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty, copies of various letters, &c. Nos. i, , 3 4, c, 6,
relative to the proceedings of Captain l.oring, of his Majesty's ship .Bellero-

phon, while senior Officer of the squadron blockading Cape Francoise.

1 am, &c.

Sir E-jan Nefean, Bart. J. T. DUCKWORTH.

Bcllsropbon, rjf Cape Francol::,

SIR, 23, 1803.

Having received information that General Rochainbeau's intentions are tq
.endeavour to make his ocape in a scl ooner, and observing yesterday afternooa
S'.ver.il boats pass and repass between the Surveiliante and an armed schooner

laying in tliti Caracoi passage, I made the signal for the launches armed to

assemble on board the Blanche, and ordered Captain .Vudge to proceed with
them off the entrance of that passage, to intercept her, should she attempt to

come out. I directed the launches to he under the command of Lieutenant
Pilch of the Bellerophon, and at two A.M. she was very judiciously boarded
and taken by the launches of the Bellerophon and F.lephant. without the lyss

of a man killed or wounded, though for a short time under a very sm.rt fire

from the enemy's great guns and small arms : she proves to be the French na-

tional schooner la Decouverte, commanded by Monsieur Froyan, Ensign de
Vaisseau ; she had mounted six six-pounders, and six br.iss ,-wwels, and fifty-
two men; the enemy had two men wounded. The Officer commanding thu

Desiree's launch being anxious to secure the passage, got so fur to the cast \\.ud

of the entrance as not to observe the motions of the other boats, that he unfor-

tunately could not join them, or get near the schooner till day- light, oj I am
sensible, from the character he bears, would have been as vigilant as the oth;r

Jjoats.

I have the honour to be, &c.

Sir J. T. Duck-worth. (Signed) JOHN LORING.

SIR, Bellerot>lcn, offFortuda, Nov. 30,
I have to inform you of the surrender of Cape Francoisc to the General Des-

jalines on the iBth instant, when he attacked it ;>.t the head of the army^ and

agreed with the General in Chief Rochambeau for ten days to complete the
evacuation.

Not having received a second proposition from Rochambeau during the sus-

pension of hostilities between the two parties, I endeavoured if possible to learn

the disposition of Dessalines, seeing his flag displayed on the forts, as to the

ships of war and other vessels in the harbour; and you will see by his letter to

me of the ayth, which I herewith transmit, as well as a copy of mine to him,
the indefinite mode of expression he makes use of. I therefore sent Captain
Bligh to explain with him.

On his arrival in the Cape he met, on the part of Rochambeau, a strong de-

fire to agree for the surrender of the ships and vessels, which, from his declara-

tion to destroy them, I had no rta*on to expect. The articles of agreement
which were entered into I herewith enclose, and hope they wi!l meet your ap-

probation. Captain Bligh immediately made known to Dcssalines the surren-

der of the frigates and merchant vessels to his Britannic Majesty, and icquested
he would give orders to prevent firing on them, which, till then, was his inten-

tion ; and, after some hesitation, ueneral Dtssalines reluctantly complied.
This morning the Surveillantc, Cerf brig, an hospital ship, and three or four-

neutral schooners, came out; the whole were under weigh in the harbour, but

owing to the sudden change of wind they were prevented from proceeding. I

am sorry to say, the Clorinde is on shorn under Fort St. Joseph, and 1 fear will
be totally lost. I have taken spossession of the vessels that are out, and left

Captain Bligh with Hercule, Desirce, and Pique, to complete the evacuation
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of the Cape and Monte Christe. When the Elephant joins with the Vertu and
merchant vessels I left in the Cape, I shall proceed %vith her and prizes to

Port Royal, leaving the Tartar to blockade the Mole.
I have, &c.

JO
1

- 'N LORING.

SIR, Bis Afajtsty's Sblf, Bdliroplon.
Not having had the honour to receive your answc-r to my letter of yesterday,

J beg to represent, that from the tenor of your's of the 22d, I did hope to sec

your flaw flying this morning at For: Picokt.
As 1 have full confidence you will not rescind the agreement with General

Rochambeau, who intends, if possible, to have more time granted him to

escape, and that you will have poises-ion of the town, and its forts, this af-

ternoon.

I shall then be much obliged if you will send me some experienced pilots,
to conduct a part of my squadron into the harbour, to take posse^^ion of the

hipping.
1 have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed; JOHN LORING.
Central Dcuallites.

LIBERTE OW LA MORT.
Au ^uartier General, li 6 Frimaire, An 12.

Lc General en Chef Je 1'Armce Indigene a Monsieur Loring, commandant les

forces JSavaies de b. M. B. devant le Cap.
MONSIEUR,

Je vous accuse recette de la lettre que j*ai eu 1'honneur de recevoir ;
vons

pouvez vous convaincre que mes dispositions pour vous et centre le General
Rochambeau sont invariables.

J'entrerai dans la place de Cap demain matin a la tre de mon armee. Je
re puis, Monsieur, quoi qu'avec regret, vous envoyer ks pilotes que vous de-

maiidez : Je presume que vous n'en aurez pas besoin, car je forcerai les batirncns

Francais a sortir de la rade, et vous en agirez avec eux comme vous le jugerez
convcnable.

J'ai 1'honneur d'etre, &c.

(Signe) DESSAL1NES.

JOHN BLIGH, Ecuyer, Capitaine de Vaisseau de sa Majeste Pritannique le

'I heseus, muni des Pouvoiis de John Loring, Ecuyer, le plus ancien
Officier de I'Escadre de sa Majeste Britannique. croisant devant le Cap,
d'une Part ; et Jaqucs Eoye, General de Brigade, Lhef de 1'Etat Mjor
de 1'Arniee Francoise, et Henry Barre, Capitaine de Vaisseau, comman-
dant les Forces Navalrs a St. Domingue, s-uflisaninient autorists par le

General en Chef Rochambeau, Capiuine General de la Colonie, de
1'autre Part, sont convenus de Articles suivants :

I. Les batimens Francais de 1'etat et de commerce, qui se trouvtnt actuellc-
tnent mouiiles en cette rade, seront rendus aux Anglais.

Accorde.

II. La garnison du Cap embarquee abord des dits batimens, ainsi que I;$

equipages, seront prisonniers de guerre, ct seroi.l renvojees en Europe sur parole
aussi promptemeut que possible, afm qu'il puisse etre procede ^ leur exchange
ans delai.

Accorde.
III. Tous les Officiers Gencraux et particuliers de tcrre et de mer, sont com-

prb dans 1' Article precedent, et conserveront ieurs arnv.s.

Accorde.
IV. Les malades embarques dans les transports seront rcnvoyes direcrement

en France, et les Anglais s'engagent a leur fournir les secours necessaires a'cet

effet, soil en vivres, medicamens, &c.
Les equipages de la Nouvcllc Sophie, et de la Justice, etant insuffisants pour

conduirc les batimens en France, il sera pris sur les autres batimens Francais,
le nombre dc omelets neccssaire a cet cffct ;

il tera t'ourui a ces deux trans*
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ports par I'escadre de sa Maje=te Eritannique, les provisions convenables pour la

traversec et les medicanun- clont cllc pourra disposer.
V. .' s propnetes individuclles scrout ri^oureusement respectees : les papiers

appartenans a i'armec scront remis uu Chef de 1'Etat Major-General.
Accor.ie-

Vi. 1 s !) i-imens .\mcricains, Espagnols. et Danoii, sur le=quels sont em-

barqutcs les habitaus du c'ap, qui ont voulus suivre I'armee, et qui sont, par

consequent, pirtie de 1'evdcuation, auroiit la faculte de se rendre a leur destina-

tion s.in$ e.re ii:qui-.-Us.

Accorde ; pourvu qu'il soit reconnu et prouve que les batimens appartiennent
aux nations dcnommees dans 1'article : lis scrout, en consequence, soumis 4 une
visite

VII. Les fregates sortiront sous Pavilion Francais et dechargeront avant

d'amcner
Accorde.
\lll. Les dome^tiques des Officiers seront consideres comme tenant

i'armee, et nul individu enib irque v.;l mtairsment pour suivre I'armee nc

pourra etre debarque sur le territoire de Saint Domingue.
Accorde.

Fait double entre nous abord de la fregate la Surveillante, en Rade du

Cap, le 7 Frimairc, an j* de la Republique Francaise, et le 30 No-
vcmbre, 1803.

Bellcroplon, off Cape Nicola Mole,

SIR, December 2, 1803.
From General Rochambeau's extraordinary conduct on the public service,

neither Captain Bligh or myself have had any thing to say to him further than

complying with his wishes in allowing him to remain on board the Survullante,
until her arrival at Jamaica, which I very readily agreed to, as also the Com-
modore. I have General iioyc, with about twenty-two Officers, and one hun-
dred and ninety soldiers and sailors on board the Bt-llerophon, and sixty more
on board the Hercule, that were taken out of the Surveillante ;

the Blanche has
en board all the crew of the Cerf.

I had began this letter yesterday to have di-patched the Blanche early this

morning, but on seeing the Desiree coming down with six sail, waited until

she joined, and am happy to inform you, that, through the exertions of Lieu-
tenant \Villoughby, the Clarinde is afloat again with the loss of her rudder,
and Captain Bligh is preparing a temporary one to bring her down ; the Vertu
and other ships are out, and 1 am in hourly expectation of seeing them with
the Elephant.

I have sent Captain Rcss into the Mole to summon that garrison to surren-

der, and shall dispatch the Blanche immediately I have General JNoaille's

answer.

Half-past Ftur.

Captain Ross has this Instant returned with the enclosed Answer, and I dis-

patch the Blanche in consequence, and shall follow soon after. The Elephant,
Vertu, and ten sail of various descriptions of vessel;, are now joining.

I have the honour to be, &c.

Hear-Admiral Sir J. T . Duckworth, K.B. JOHN LORING.
GommandcT in Chief, &c. {S'c. &t.

SI*, Slark, Port Rsyal, Dec 30, 1803.

Feeling that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty would wish to he ac-

quainted with the Articles of Capitulation, between the Generals Rochambeau
iind Dessalines, for the surrender of the Cape, and

'

aving just obtained a ciyjy

thereof, I herewith transmit the same fcr their Lordships' information.

I am, &c.

(Signed; J. T. DUCKWORTH1
.

Sir Evan A">/fai, Bart. &e. &i. IT/.
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ARMEES FRANCAISE ET INDIGENE.

AjoartTbui, fingt-'tft Brumairi, An
et le Dix niuf No-jtmire, Mille buit cent trots.

L'Ajutant Commandant Duveysicr, Charge des Pouvoirs du General en Chef
Rochambeau, commandant 1'Armee i rancaise. pour traiter de la K addition
de la Ville du Cap, et nioi. [can Jacques Dessalines. General en Chef de
1'Armee Indigene, sommes convenus des Articles suivans, scavoir :

I. La VJIIe du Cap, et les fdrts qui en dependent, seront remis dans six jours,
a dater du vingt-huit present, au Gen-'ral en Chef Dessalines.

II I.es munitions de guerre qni se trouvent dans les arsenaux, les armes.

ct 1'artillerie qui snnt dans la place, et dans les ports seront laisees dans 1'etac

ou elles sont presentement.
III. Tous vaisseaux de guerre, ou autres qui seront juges necessaires pnr le

General Rochambeau, tant pour le transport des troupes et des habitans que

pour I'ftvacuation, seront libres de sortir au jour nonimc.
IV. Les Officiers militaircs et civil', les troupes composant la garnison drf

Cap, sortiront avec les honneurs de la guerre, emportant leurs armes et les

effVts appartenans a leur derni brigade.
V. Les rmlades et blesses hors d'etat d'etre transportes seront traites dans

les hospitaux jusqu'a leur gucrison, ils sont specialement fecommandes a 1'hu-

nianite du General Dessaliues, qui les embarquera pour France sur des batimens

neutres.

VI. Le General Desalines en donnant 1'assurance de sa protection aux ha-

bitans qui resteront dans le pays, reclame de la justice du General Rochambeau
la mise en liberte des hommes du pays quelque soil leur couleur, ksquels ne

pourront sous quelque pretcxtc que ce soit etre contraints a s'embarquer avec

I'armee Francaise.

VII. Les troupes des deux armees resteront dans leur positions respectives

jusqu'au dixiemc jour fixe pour I evacuation du Cap.
VIII. Le General Rochambeau enverra, pour surete des presentes conven-

tions, 1'Ajutant Commandant Urbain de Vaux, en echange duquel le General
n Chef Dessalines remettra un Officier du meme grade.
Fait double et de bonne foi au Gniartier General du Haut du Cap, les dit?

jour, muis, et an, precitcs.

(Signc) BE^SALINTS.
DUVEYRIER.

IR, Sbati, Port Royal, Dee. 23, 1803.

Accompanying this you will receive, for the information of the Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty, an account of vessels captured and destroyed by
bis A'ajesty's squadron under my command, since the return made in Novem-
ber last.

I am, &c.

Sir Evan Nefean, Sort. J. T. DUCKWORTH.

A I.tit of Ships and Vessels captured, detained, and Jutroyed by liti Majesty's Squadrait

tmployed at Jama'ua, the Bahama Islands, \&c. &c. under the Orders of Sir J.
T. Duck-worth, K. B. Commander in Chief, &c. &c. &c.

American Schooner Independence; captured by the Vanguard, Captain
Walker, November 16, 1803 Alex. Grant, agent.

French sloop Sophia, of eight rrKn ; captured by the Revoluttonnair*, Cap-
tain Lock, October 16, 1803 Bogle and Jopp, agents

French schooner Ceres, of 76 men; captured by ditto, December i, 1833,
amc agents.

I
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Am-rlcsn brig Tartar, of six men; recaptured by ditto, December 3,
aents.

French schooner Marian, in ballast ; captured by ditto, December i, 1803.
li. Wfaterhousc and Co. agents.

French fcliscco ie Republic, Andre Philipi, Matter, of 17 men and 14 tons,
from the Mole bound to Barosco, laden with trunks i: i baggp.ge; captured bf
the 1-jque and Cumberland, December 6, i8\v having on board the G..rrii>'U

of Cape Nicola Mole, which had evacuated in the night ; General Noailles, with
one brig, escaped. B. \Vaterhouse and Co. agents.

French felucco le Temeraire, Richard, Master, of 20 men and to tons,
from the Mole bound to Barosco, laden with ditto ; captured by ditto, same
date, having on board the garrison of Cape Nicola Mole, &c. : same agents.

French schooner la Belle Louise, le Blanc, Master, of 200 men and 35 tons,
from the Mole bound to Barosco, laden with ditto ; captured b'y ditto, same
date, having on board the Garrison of Cape Nicola Mole, &c.

; same agents.

American sloop Active, of 40 tons, from the Mole bound to Earosco, laden

with ditto ; captured by ditto, same date, having on board the Garrison of Cape
Nicola Mole, &c. ; same agents.

American schooner Sally Warner, of 50 tons, from the Mole bound to Barosco,
laden with ditto ; captured by ditto, same date, having oil board the Garrison

of Cape Nicola Mole, &c. ; sime agents.

French frigate Surveillante, of 40 guns, Commodore Barre, from Cape Fran-
coise to Port Royal ; surrendered by Capitulation at Cape Francoise, November
go, 18^3, to the Eellerophon and squadron, having the General in Chief, Ro
vhambeau, and. suite, on board. B. Waterhousc and Co. agents.

French frigate Clorinde, of 40 guns, from Cape Francoise to Port Royal ;

surrendered by Capitulation to ditto, same date, and the same agents.

French frigate Vertu, of 40 guns, from Cape Francoise to Port Royal ; sur

rendered by capitulation to ditto, same date, and the same agents.

French brig Cerf, of la guns, from Cape Francoise to Fort Royal; surren-

dered by capitulation to ditto, same date, and the same agents.

French schooner la Couverte, of sir guns, from Cape Francoise to Port Royal;
surrendered by capitulation, same date, and the same agents.

French hospital ship Nouvelle Sophie, from Cape Francoise to Port Royal;
surrendered by capitulation to ditto, same date, and the same agents.

French hospital s.hip Justini. from Cape Francoise to Port Royal; surrendered

>y capitulation to ditto, same date, and the same agents.

French ship Fndymion, from Cape Francoise to Port Royal, laden with nail*,

&c. surrendered by capitulation at Cape Francoise, November 30, 1803, to

the Bcilerophon and squadron. B. Waterhouse and Co. agents.

French ship la Casar, from Cape Francoise to Port Royal, in ballast
; surren-

dcrcd by capitulation to ditto, same date, and the same agents.

Fr-nch ship 1'Augusta. from Cape Francoie to Port Royal, in ballast; sur-

rendered by capitulation to ditto, same date, and the same agents.

French ship la Louise Cherie, from Cape Francoise to Port Royal, laden

with part outward cargo ; surrendered by capitulation to ditto, same date, and
tiie same agents.

French ship le Jason, from Cape Francoise to Port Royal; surrendered by
capitulation to ditto, same date, and the same agents.

French ship le Eonnvallere, from Cape Francoise to Port Royal; surren-

dered by capitulation to ditto, same date, and the same agents.

French thip le Jeremic, from Cape Francoise to Port Royal, laden with

part cargo ; surrendered by capitulation to- ditto, same date, and the same

agents.

. C5wn.ffloI.XI. x t
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trench ship Harre de Grace, from Cape Francois-e to Port Royal, in ballast }

surrendered by capitulation n ditto, same datCj and the same agents.

French brig NT

ece?<aire, from Cape Francois^ to Fort Roval. hdn with naiff

and tiles ; surrendered by capitulation to ditto, same date, and tnc same

agents.

French brig 1'Union, from Cape Francoise to Port Royal, in ballast
; sur-

rendered by capitulation to ditto, same date, and the saw: ajjiv

French brig Nicholas Debare, from Cape Francf>i?e to Port Rov-i:

surrendered by capitulation to ditto, s-me date, and the s.;.-.io a jcnrs.

French schooner la Marin, from Cape Francoise to Port Royal, ladrn with

sundries; surrendered by capitulation to ditto, same date, and the same agent*.

French schooner {name unknown), from Cape Franeoise to Por: Royal; sur-

rendered by capitulation to ditto, same date, and the same agents.

Amsrican ship Sisters, from Cape Francoise to Port Royal, in ballast, v. i h

troops and passengers on board; surrendered by capitulation <.o ditto, same date,
and the same agents.

American ship Etigene, from Cape Francoise to Port Royal, in ballast, v/ith

troops and passengers on board ; surrendered by capitulation to ditto, same

date, and the same agents.

American ship Thesbald, from Cape Francoise to Port Royal, in ballast, with

troops and passengers on board
; surrendered by capitulation to ditto, same

date, and the same agents.

American brig Adventurer, from Cape Francoise to Port Rojal, in ballast,
with troops and passengers on board ; surrendered by capitulation to ditto, same
date, and the same agents.

American schooner Hiram, from Cape Francoise to Port Royal, laden with

yogar, coffee, and cotton ; surrendered by capitulation to ditto, same date, and
the same agents.

Danish brig Diana, from Cape Francoise to Port Royal, in ballast with pas-
sengers on board ; surrendered by capitulation to ditto, same date, and the
same agents.

Danish schooner Betsey, from Cape Francoise to Port Royal, in ballast, with

passengers on board ; surrendered by capitulation at Cape Francoise, to the

rellerophon and squadron, November jo, 1805. B. Waterhousc and Cow

ageot*.

J. T. DUCKWORTH.

N. B. There has been destroyed since last rettrfn, thirty sail of small craft of
various descriptions off Cape Fruucoise, Monte Cbristc, and the Mole, &c. &c.

ADMIRALTT OFFICE, f IB. 11.

cfa Lett:r from tit Right Honourable Lord Xtitt, K.B. Admiral of tie B/ft

Hfc. to W. Mandcn, ij. duted at Hamfgatc tic I yli lust.

I herewith transmit, for the information of their Lordships, a copy of a
letter acquainting me with the capture of a French horse transport, by the

S-ju-rrcl.

1 have the honour to be, &c.

KEITH,
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StR, Squirrel, off" Dover, fel. 17, 1804.

I hav-j to inform you I this morning captured a French schuyt, No. 626,
called 1'Esprrance, Emanuel Vanderswcip, M astir. She failed last night from
Ostcnd bou:,^ tc Boulogne; she is 40 ton* burthen, fitted to carry b horses.

I am, &c.

Captain Bromley, Cbamflon. ERNEST BRAWN.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, FEB. ^f) .

Copy of a Letter from tie Right Honourable Lord Keith, K B. Admiral of tie Bint,

&c. to William Marxicn, E-j. dated at Ramsgatc tie list Itut.

SIR,

Be pleased to acquaint their Lordships, that the hired cutter Active (ad) has

just returned to Ramsgate ;
and to lay befve them the enclosed copy of a letter

which I have received fiom Lieutenant Williams, at present acting in the com-
mand of her, acquainting me with his having, yesterday, fallen in with sixteen

sail of the enemy's .-.mall craft, proceeding from Ostend to Boulogne, one of

which he has captuied under circumstance, very creditable to himself and the

cutter's crew.

I have the honour to be, &c.

KEITH.

His Majesty's Hired Armed Culler Active (2},
MY LORD, off

'

Gravclines, Feb. 20, l8Of.

In obedience to your Lordship's order to me of the 17th instant, I proceeded
with his Majesty's hired cutter Active, under my command, to cruise off Dun-
kirk, but the wind blowing strong from the eastward, prevented my getting
any farther to windward than Gravelines, where I this morning discovered six-

teen *ail of the enemy's gun boats and transports running close along shore. I i *

immediately pave chase, and at half past ten commenced a running fight. At
"
V/

eleven the outermost vessel struck her colours : she proves to be la Jeune Isabella

transport, fitted for carrying horses, bound to Boulogne from Ostcnd ; I am sorry
to say 1 was prevented capturing any more of the enemy's vessels from their .

having run ao close in shore and under the batter es. during the time 1 was

taking possession of this vessel. The conduct of the small crew I command,
while attacking so very superior a force of the enemy, and under their batteries,

within three q-iarteis t>t a mile of the shore, merits my warmest thanks, and I

hope will your Lordship's approbation.

I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) JOHN WILLIAMS,
7be Rigit Hanairable Lard Keith, K. H.

ADMIRALTY OFFICE, MARCH $.

Cffy of a Letterfrcm Vhe Astral Lord discount Nelson, KB, Commander in CLltf

of bit Majesty' i Ships and Vessels in tilie Mediterranean, to Sir Evan Nefeant

B.-trt. dated on kaard bit Majesty's Ship
the Vittar^ at Sea^ tht l6fi f N&-

member, 1803.

SIR,

I herewith transmit you, for the information of my Lords Commissioners o

the Admiralty, copy of a letter from Captain Cracraft, of his Majesty's ship
Anson, together with copy of one therein alluded to from Captain Ram-lord,
the .Morgiana, giving an account of the capture of a rrench privateer.

I im, &c,

NELSON &BRONTK,
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A.iin t off Cape Sfariivitf*i

MY LOUD, Ott. 20, lllO^.

I have the honour to transmit your Lordship the copy of a letter I have re-

ceived from Captain Kainstord, of his Majesty's brig iVorgiana, acquainting me
of her having captured la Marguerite French privateer, of four guns and lorty

men, on the lth instant.

I have the honour to be, &c.

Xiglt Hon. Lord Nelson, &e. &c. &c. W. E. CRACRAFT.

Hh Majedjs Sloep Morgiana, ejf Cafe

SIR, Sfartivento, Qet. 16, 1803.

I have the honour to acquaint you, that, being in chase of two vessc's on the

morning of the i5th instant, I observed a vessel under lateen tails, with htr

sweeps out, lnul out from under the land, and give chase to us, with English
colours and a red fl-ig flying I continued my cours-e unfit she came within gun-
hot, when, discovering us 10 be a man of war. she made sail from us. 1 imme-

diately gave chase, and ficed several shot at her. when she hoisted French co-

lours, and soon after c.'.me to an anchor. I then sent the boats under the com-

mand of Lieutenant Lawrence, with orders to examine her, and, if he met with

resistance, to bring her off.

This service was executed with great gallantry by him and the people under

his command, who boarded and carried her under a smart fire of grape shot and

musketry. She proves to be la Marguerite French privateer, mounting two sir

and two four p Hinders, manned with forty men, three of whom only remained

on board on taking possession. I am sorry to add, that I had one seaman badly

wounded, who is since dead.

I have the honour to be, &c.

tVm. Ed. Cracraft, Etq. Caftjin R. RAYtfSFORD.
ofUs Majesty'* slip Atuon,

'fj "f littler Letter from V'ut- Admiral Lord I'i.cr.unt Nelson, K.R. CtmmanJcr
in Chiefof bis Majesty's jl/ips and vets els in tie Mediterranean, to Sir Evan h'cpear.',

Bart, dated on board bit Maje^ty'i SLif the Victory, at Sta, tbt iblb of Novem-
ber, 1803.

You will please to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, thit
this morning the squadron under my command captured Is Renard French Na-
tional schooner, mounting twelve four-pounders, with six swivels, and manned
with eighty men ; also le Titus transport, having^ on board ninety-six &olditr&,
from Corsica bound to Toulon.

I am, &.c.

NEI.SQN & BRONTE.

fe/jr of antker Letter from Vice-Admiral Lot d Viscount Nclion, K.B. Ctmmad:r
in Chief of bit Majesty's Skips and Vessels in the Mediterranean, to Sir Evan
Nefeaa, Bart, dated on board bis Maje^'s Si/if Pictory, at Sea, the \QtL of
January, 1804.

IE,

I herewith transmit you, for their Lordships' information, an extract of a
letter from Captain Hm, with a copy of a letter from Captain Gore, of the
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Medoja, giving an account of the capture of I'Espersnce French privateer, and
the destruction <: ! Sccier. on tl."i 8th ultimo; and beg kave to exprett th

very high opinion 1 uncertain of Captain Gore's conduct in putiii:- to seu imme-

diately on thf appearance of these vessels, and his very able nianaiurt;. in cap-

turing and destroying them.

I am, &c.

NELSON & BRONTE.

JZxiract of a Letter from Captain George Hart, tf Or Majesty't Slip Afonmiuti,
dated Gibraltar*Bay the <jtb December, 1803. to tie

J}igt>t Hc.ntun.bie Lord fis-

count Ntlton, KB- Duke of Brontet
Pice-Admiral of the Blue, and Commander in

Chief, &c. &(. \3"c.

I have great satisfaction in transmitting- to your Lordship a copy of Captai
n

Gore's letter to me of yesterday's date, giving an account ot his Laving captured
a French privateer off Cabrita-Point, called i'Esperance, of t\vo twelve and two
six pounders, with seventy men ; and destroying another, by driving her on
shore. 1 beg leave to refer your .Lordship to the particulars of the capture, &c.
as stated in Captain Gore's letter; and beg leave to add the high opinion I en-

tertain of Captain Gore s great ieadines.- in putting to sea, and of his able con-

duct throughout pn the occasion, which I had the pleasure to witness.

Hh Majesty's sLltt Medusa., off Ne-w MoU
SJR Hind, Gibraltar, Dt-c. 8, 1803.

As from your situation you could not see the cause of the manoeuvres of hi?

^Majesty's ship Medusa this day, I have the honour to acquaint you, for the infor-

mation of the Right Honorable Lord Nelson, Commander in Chief, &c. &c.
&c. that at ten A.M. I observed a cutter standing in for the westward and two
French privateers, (felucca rigged\ standing out from under Tarrife, and attack-

<d her. I immediately ordered both the Medusa's cables to be slipped, and

proceeded to her assistance; as we approached, they hauled from her.

Favourable circumstances of wind and current aided the Medusa's sailing;
and at eleven o'clock we opened our fire upon one fas she crossed on the oppo-
site tack) with effect; the other we ran cloe along<rde of and captured, as per
annexed report, then tacked, and continued firing upon the' other until sue rowed

amongst the rocks, within a shot of a battery to the westward of Ctbrin Point.

She received so many of our shot, and from Loth her yards being sho* away,
and nearly all her oars broken, 1 have no doubt she is effectually destroyed. I

understand she was called le Sorcier, cf two twelve and two sbc-pounders, with

eventy men.

I am, Sir, &c. &c. &-

c.

(Signed) JOHN GORE.

George Hart, Esq. Captain, of bis Afojesty"f

Mf> Monmoutb, and senior Officer in Gib"

raliar-bay.

L'Esperance, M. Martin, Master, of two twelve and two six-pounden, and
seventy men, captured : Boatswain killed.

Le Sorcier, of two twelve and two six-pounders, destroyed.
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ADMIRALTY OFFICE, MARCH 1"J.

Caff ef a Letter ftem Commodore Hood, Commander in Chief of lits MaJHty't Shipt
and fttiels in the Leeward IsJanJt, to William Mjrsdcn, Esq.; dated at Marti'

aiyue,
the ^^tb January 1804.

SIR,

I send you herewith, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the

Admiralty, copies of two letters from Captain Nourse, of his Majesty's sloop
Cyaue, giving an account of the capture of a privateer of eight guns and eighty-
four men, and recapture of a valuable Guineaman.

I have the honour, to be, &c.

SAM. HOOD.

Ill, JJ't* Majesty') Shop Cyatte, Jan. 2, 1804.

I beg leave to inform you of my having recaptured the ship Westmoreland,
from the coast of Guinea, taken by the General Ernouf privateer, who was in

tight at the time, but escaped.

I have the honour to be, &c.

JOSEPH NOURSE.
9" CemmeJort Hood> \ft. bV. &c.

SIX, His Majesty't Sloop Cyane, Jan. 2O, 1804.

I beg leave to acquaint you of his Majesty's sloop under my command having,
in the latitude of Barbadoes, fallen in with, and, after a chase of five hours,

captured la Bellone French privateer of eight guns, and eighty-four men, last

from Surinam ; out seven days, and had taken nothing. Her guns thrown
overboard during the chase.

I am, &c.

JOSEPH NOURSE, '

7o Ctmmodorc Hood, We. Vt. We.

Copy tf tt Letterfrom tie Right Honourable Lord Keith, K.B. Admiral of tie Blue,

fcfir. to William Marsden, Esy. ; dated off Ram^gate the l$tb Initant*

It,

Be pleased to acquaint their Lordships, that Captain Heywood, of his Ma-

jesty's sloop the Harpy, yesterday captured and sent into the Downs, the Pen-
ilche French gun-boat, of two guns and two small transports, part of a convoy
proceeding under her protection from Calais to Boulogne.

I have the honour to be, &c.

KEITH.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, MARCH 4.

Cffy / Letter from tie ffeafaratlt William Cornwall!*, Admiral ff ike Blue, &V.
to William Maridtn, jj. ; dated ej Uibant tie f>tb Instant.

si,
I enclose, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,

a letter which 1 have received fiom Lieutenant Milne, commanding hi MajcK
tj's hired Armed Cutter Mary, with a report of vtKeU captured cff Brest.

W. CORNWALLIS*
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His Majesty's Hired Armed Cutter Mary, Jf
SIR, Brest, !2/ March, 1804,

Underneath is a return of two sloops which I captured going into Brest with

provisions for the enemy's squadron ; they were part of a convoy from Bour-

deaux to Brest.

I have the honour to be, &c.

ROBERT MILNE.
7o tie Honourable Admiral Cornivallis,

&c. \fc. &e.

I. 'Enterprise, M. Jasum, master, 44 tons, four men, laden with wine and
brandy, belonging to Brest.

Rosalie, Louis Detour, master, 43 tons, four men, laden with flour, belong-
ing to Bourdeaux.

Cofy of a Letterfrom Rear-Admiral Sir jfames Saumjrez, K.B. to William fifars-

den, Esq.; dated on board Lit Majesty's Stip Diomedc, at Guernsey, tl)t lyti
Instant.

SIR,

Herewith I enclose, for their Lordships' information, a letter I have received
from Messrs. Maicgy and Sons, of this Island, giving an account of the capture
of a French privateer brig mounting twelve twelve-pounders and two four-

pounders, by the lugger Tartar, Letter of Marque, mounting ten four-pounders,
after an action of two hours, which reflects great praise to the commander of
the Tartar and her crew.

I am, &c.

J. SAUMAREZ.

ilR, Guernsey, March 1 8, 1804.

\Ve hare the honour to inform you, that on the $th instant, our lugger Tar-

tar, Letter of Marque, Francis Pironet master, being in the latitude of 45 deg.

14 min. n. longitude 6 deg. 46 min. w. fell in with and captured, after an en-

gagement of two hours, the French brig Jeune Henri, of Boordeaux, Rio Dela-

gesse master, two days out of Viverro in Spain, had taken nothing : she is a

fine vessel, British built, and coppered ;
mounts twelve guns twelve-pounders,

and two four-pounders, had fifty mon on board at the time of capture, had tw
wounded j the Tartar mounts ten four-pounders, had fifty men on board.

\Ve have the honour to be, &c.

PETER MAINGY and Son*.

Rear-Admiral Sir J, Saumarcf.

MONTHLY REGISTER
OP

Qfocnt*.

RETROSPECT.
the motion of Mr. PITT, a debate of considerable interest,

relative to the naval defence of the country, has recently taken

place in the House of Commons *. On this subject Mr. Pitt

ubmitted three motions, the substance of which was as follows :

Thursday, March 15.
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. Tliat an humble address should be presented to his J/Ta-

jesty, humbly reqv.es ing that he would u: graciously ptcised to give
that there hiM. I.I h; laid before the House an account,

i- ru Tiber of ships of the line, 50 gun ships, frigates, sloops^

giir
: }b-r,l

:

ps. h:rc'i arrv.d si.1093 and cutters, >i cotnmis-

sv. .1 '- -
11 "' o.'' tp' .b..,

-

-(-,;,*" the : it o*' September, 1801 ;

arJ. Q . year i?or t.- o^u-.ib^r 1803, distinguishing how
i . -i- ps iru flv>nti-v;

K ,-_ies.

: i'i.-

"

ii .: an address should be presented to his Majesty^

Fra:''-w tT 'a - ll? would give directions for laying before the House,

a copy of all orders from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,
for building gun vessels by contract, in the years 1797, 1801, 1803,
and 1804, respectively; together with an account of the number of

the same vessels, the time in which they were constructed, when

launched, and the time required for completi
r those not finished.

Third. That an address should be presented to his Majesty, pray-

ing that, he would give direction 1

? for laying before the House an

account or the number of ships of the line built during the last war,

to the commencement of the year 1801 ; and such as \\crt now build-

ing, specifying the date of the Admiralty orders, the number of shipi

launched, and when the remainder were expected to be completed.

Mr. Tierney moved, as an amendment, that, after the words " in

commission" be inserted,
" and of all otner armed vessels and boats

employed in the public service."

A debate of considerable length ensued, after which the House

divided on Mr. Pitt's motion : Ayes, 1.30; Noes, 201.

The French invading force at Boulogne is now spoken of as more

formidable than ever. Between 1000 and 1200 vessels are repre-

sented to be in that harbour and the new port that has been foimed

in its vicinity, 200 of which are heavy gun brigs and schooners,

intended to engage our vessels, while the smaller craft push on for

England.
To counteract the designs of the enemy, and to prevent his flo-

tillas from quitting their ports, it is understood, that an expedition
has sailed under the command of Captain Owen, with a number of

old ships, laden with stone, &c. to be chained side by side, and

sunk, at the mouths of the Freneh and Dutch harbours. The scheme

is thought to be practicable
1

, and considerable expectations are formed

on its execution.

Various statements concur in rendering it probable, that an action

has taken place between Admiral Lord Nelson's squadron and that of

the French from Toulon.
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AN ACCOUNT
SHEWING

tHE NUMBER OF SHIPS AND OTHER VESSELS COMPOSING
HIS MAJESTY'S NAVY,
ON TH* JlSt DEC. 1803.

GUNS.

. i 120 & ICO . ,

. . 98 & 90 . .

RATE.

First .

Second

Third

NO.

. . 10

. . 19

. . 13

. . 91

. . 48

fourth .... 56 & ^4 ... 7

fifth . * . 44 ... 18

7 ,

44
. . 46

32 ... 51

Sixth ... 4 28 & 20 ... 41

Sloops ....*. ...153
Armed Barges 2

Advice Boats ... 2

Bombs . * 1 8

Fireships ........ 6

Storeships ...*..
Armed Vessels and Tenders .... 12

Cutters ....;.... 12

Schooners . * 22

Hospital Ships ........ 3

Prison Ships ........ 7

Gun-boats 71

Receiving Ships. Hulks, Yachts, and

other small Vessels of various de-

scriptions . . . . 1C

The following number of Ships, &c. (included in the above) are

building in his Majesty's Yards and by Contract :

Ships of 1 20 Guns, 3

98 4

74 9

38 & 36 13

Sloops .... 28

Yachts .... 2

/tat). . QoI.XI. L t
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PLYMOUTH REPORT,

ROM FEBRUARY 23 fo MARCH 26.

Tel- ftj- Letters have been received here direct from Lord Nelson to- his

friends: the contents are short, just stating, that the French squadron had give;:-

him the slip from Toulon; that he received quick intelligence of the event, and

was then steering after them with every rag of sail set, and hoped to overtake

and give a good account of them. Came in from Falmoutli to refit, the Sheer-

ness cutter.

26. Sailed this morning, the Plantagenet of 74 guns, Captain Hon. M. de

Courcy ;
with the David Scott, Bensley, Thames and Fame, outward-bound"

East India ships under convoy, for St. Helena.

28. Came in the British Fair cutter, of 10 guns, Lieutenant Price, with

dispatches from Gibraltar,' which place she left eighteen days ago, but we .can-

not learn that she has brought any news; she left Lord Nelson's squadron cruis-

ing off Majorca. Arrived the Sirius, of 36 guns, from a cruise off Brest. She

has brought passengers, Captain P. Wilkinson, late of his Majesty's ship Hussarr

of 38 guns, wrecked on Sunday fortnight on Home Rocks, near the Saints, on

the coast of France, and his boat's crew, which escaped in the cutter, and got
on board one of our cruisers. They bring the interesting and agreeable intel-

ligence of the safety of all the rest of the officers, petty officers, seamen, and

marines of the Hussar. It has diffused general satisfaction to the wives and
families of the officers and men, many of whom are resident in this town and

its environs.

March i. Sailed on a ctuisc the Eagle cutter, Captain Adams ; and the

Nancy, Luckless.

3. Went dtfwn into the Sound the Argus, of 18 gun& Came in the Sylph
of 18 guns, from a cruise. Wetit into Barney Pool to refit, the Sirius of 36
guns, Sailed, to join the fleet, the Minotanr, of 74 guns; she carries out 20
bullocks for the fleet. Yesterday Rear-Admiral Brine shifted his flag from the

Temeraire, of 98 guna, in Cawsand Bay, for the present to the Venerable, of

74 guns, fitting in Hamoaze, as second in command. A *eaman is hourly-

expected from the fleet, heavily ironed, to be .put on board the Salvador del

Mundo, to be kept closely confhied till tried by a Court Martial : his crime iff

said to be of magnitude.

4. The Minotaur, of 74 guns, which sailed on Friday, was seen of this port
last evening, beating down Channel. Wind S.W.

6. Arrived from the Channel fleet, which she left weH the 3d insr. off Bou-

logne, the Acastcx, of 40 guns, Captain Wood ; Thames, Capt. Wane, detached to

watch the motions of. the enemy in Rochcfort; the Prince of Wales, of 98 guns,
Rear-Admiral Calder; Mars, of 74 guns, Captain Sutton; the Conqutror, of

74 guns, Captain Louis; Terrihle, of 74 guns, Captain Lord H. Paulett

Came in the Seaflower, of 16 guns, Lieutenant Owen Sailed the Jamaica, of

26 guns, Captain Rose, on a cruise to the westward. Came iu the Defiance,,
of 74 guns, Captain P. C. Durham, after seventeen weeks crui?s in the Bay of

PUcay, with the Goliah* of 74 guns, to refit and victual after her long cruise.

Yesterday, and this day, the Venerable, of 74'gnns, Captain Davies, took in her

upper and lower deck guns, preparatory to taking in her powder and going irjto

Cawsand Bay, to receive bullocks, vegetables, and then sail to join the fleet

off Brest.

7. Sailed the Phcenhc, of 40 guns, Captain Baker; Rosario, of iS guns, Cap-
tain Murray; and Plovtr, of 28 guns, Captain Hancock, on a cruise. Came
in a convoy from the eastward, with the Ranger, of 16 guns, Captain Frazer.

8. Came in from off Ferrol and Corunna, the Tonnant, of 84 guns. Sit
Edward left the squadron all well, and reinforced by two ships of the line; but
the French and Dutch are as usual. Sailed to join the Channel fleet, with bul-
locks and vegetables, the Temcrairc, of 98 gum, Captain Lord Harvey.
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t3. Arrived the Sportiat?, and Atalanta sloop of war, from a cruize. Sailed

the Ranger cutter, with a fhct under convoy to the westward.

II. The Temeraire, of 98 g'.ms. Captain Hirv^y, sailed yesterday to join
the Channel fleet. Yesterday at five P.M. uesr 60 siil of ships were laying to

off the Eddystone, which, by the report of trawl busts, proved to be the Lee-
ward Island fleet, undir convoy of the Uranie, of 40 guns, Hon. Captain
C. Herbert; they soon made sail, afrer finding no ships join them from hence,
with a fair wind, and were out of sight of the citadel at sun-sit. Vesce r

man came to the Port-Ao!:mral and to the Custom House, to give inform u:on
of an embargo (in addition to the embargo on neutrals on Thursday last) tt be
laid on all foreign and British ships till further orders, bound to the i->lai

Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney, and Sark. and also to any port in vie k:'i;,-jo:ii of

Ireland. An express is ju-t arrived to Admiral Sir J. Colpoys, K.B. Pirt Ad.
rairal, from Government, which was immediately put on board the Seaflower

brig, of 1 8 guns, Captain Owen. t>he got under weigh directly, and passed
over the bridge with a press of canvas, and sailed directly ; the dispatches are

said to be of importance. Sailed for Milfor.i. with a convoy of 40 coasters, the

Ranger, of 14 guns. Came in, from off Brest, the Atalante. Captain Mars-

field; she left the fleet all well on Wednesday last. Enemy's fleet as usual.

Sailed, the Hawke, of 14 guns, on a cruise
; and came in several colliers and

timber that is bound coastwise.

14. An express arrived at the Port Admiral's yesterday, from some mer-
chants of St. Ives, Cornwall, stating that a lugger privateer, of 16 guns, and a

cutter privateer, of 14 guns, had been hovering on that coast several days, and
had picked up several vessels, and were then laying on and off the little Point
of Hele, near St. Ives, where some loaded vessels with valuable cargoes had
taken shelter. The Admiral, Sir

J. Colpoys, with his usual promptitude, or-

dered round the Gannet, of r8 gu.is, Captain Bass; and the Atalanta, of 18

guns, Captain Mansfield, which immediately got under weigh, and were clear

off Poulcf Point by twelve at noon These, with, the Hazard, of 18 guns,.

Captain Neve, and Resolution, of 14 guns, now on that station, will, it is hoped,

give a good account of these privateers if they should be so fortunate as to fall

in with them. The Fox (ist) cutter, of 10 guns, Lieutenant j. Nicholson, pre-
vious to her joining the Channel fleet, for dispatches, looked into Rochefort/
and distinctly counted four sail of the line and seven frigates, with the top-gal-

lant-yards down, and th^; top-sail y^rdi across, and sails bent. After reconnoit-

ring some time, she made sail, and fell in with the Boadicca, of 44 guns, Cap-
tain Maitland, and the Niobe, of 40 guns, Captain .->cott, crui-mg as frigates
of observation on that station ; to whom, and to Admiral Corn vvallis, Lieutenant

Nicholson commuuicated the above intelligence.

2D. Arrived several vessels, under convoy of the Diana frigafe, from the

Mediterranean; also several outward-bound West Indiamen from Portsmouth.

21. Orders came down this day for the Defiance, of 74 guns, Captain P. C.

Durham, fitting for sea in Cawsand bay, to sail as soon as reidy to join the

squadron off" Ferrol. Came in last evening a frigate, with 30 sail of vessels,

mostly transports, with troops, and several outward-bound West Indiamen, for

the purpose of taking out tho-e vessels that may be ready to joiu. They will

sail almost immediately, as the wind is quite fair. The Venerable, of 74

guns. Captain Dacres, is not yet sailed, though reported to have gone ou

Monday. Arrived the Snow, Captain Bidlake, with a valuable cargo of wine
and fruit from Lisbon, after a short passage. OfF.Scilly she fell in with and
was captured by a French schooner privateer, of 16 guns, but fortunately,
shift of wind, and she being a fast sailer, she escaped, while exchaii^i-ig |>ri-

soners. though with the loss of all her boats, and arrived safe here. Came in an
armed cutter, with a convoy of coasters and colliers from the eastward.

24. The Defiance, of 74 guns, C jptain P. C. Durham, and the Goli.ih, of

74 Iun S Captain Dixon, warped ou: of the Biy yesterday, and suiled to join
the squadron off Ferrol. The Venerable, of 74 gur/i. Captain Dacres, sails tr

to join the fleet. Sailed the Diana frigate, witfe a jieet to the c4=i
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ward; Aurora frigate, with a fleet of outward-bound West Indiamen, to join

the convoy at Falmouth ; Kite sloop of war, with a fleet for Guernsey and

Jersey ;
Gbliah and Defiance men of war, on a cruize.

25. The outward-bound West India ships, which sailed hence yesterday for

Falmouth, under convoy of the Aurora frigate, put back again this morning by
contrary winds. Arrived the Foudroyant, of 80 guns, Rear-Admiral Graves,

from the Channel fleet. Arrived the Swedish ship Amititia, Captain J. C.

Schultz, from Cadi?, with wine for this port ;
also the Atalanta, of Konnings-

burgh, J. G. Hanneman, master ; and the Maria, of ditto, J. G. Anschlaag,
master, ooth from Marrenes, laden with salt, detained by the Viper cutter.

Arrived also the Providentia, Captain Port, and the Vriendschap, Captain
Hoisdt, from Barcelona, laden with wine, for orders.

26. Saturday arrived, at his seat near town, Sir E. Pellew ; le Tonnant. of

84 guns, his ship, which has been fitting in Cawsand bay after her late long
cruize, is now ready for sea, and the Commodore proposes to sail to-day or to-

rnorrow, to join the squadron off Ferrol. The Aurora, of 36 guns, with 30

transports under convoy, Bailed on Saturday after post ; but the wind shifting,

they were compelled to bear up again for this port, and arrived last night, and
anchored in the Sound: a part of the jSth and 7Cth regiments are on. board,

going to join their regiments at St. Lucia. The Venerable, of 74 guns, Captain
Dacres, warped out of Cawsand bay to the outer sailing moorings, and will be
off this morning or to-morrow. Went down into the Sound, the Prince Fre-

derick, of 64 guns. Rear-Admiral Brine has shifted his flag to the slop-ship
for the present. Sailed on a cruize, the Nemesis, of 33 guns, Captain P. ^o-

rnerville. Letters received from the Foudroyant, of 84 guns, Rear.Admiral
Sir T. Graves, and other ships of the in-shore squadron, dated a few days since

off Brest, state, that three divisions of the fleet were all well, and the enemy,
as usual, lowering and shifting yards, and exercising their men. The fleet was
very healthy, and, except the late violent gale at E.S.E. at the equinox, ths
weather had been vry moderate.

PORTSMOUTH REPORT,
FROM FEBRUARY 23 TO MARCH a6.

Pel. 43. This morning arrived at Spithead, his Majesty's ship Fegasus, of
sS guns, Captain Pengilley, from Plymouth ; also his Majesty's ship Argus, the
Ho!>. Captain King, with a number of transports under convoy from Ireland.

Orders were received this day for all the ships at this port to be kept in constant

readiness for sea, and that the Captains and all the Officers sleep on board. The
Montague, of 74 guns, Captain Otway, and Leviathan, of 74 guns, Captain
Bayntun, are lying guard ships at St. Helen's.

27. Arrived the Marquis Wellesley, Le Blanc, and Marquis Ely, Hannay,
outward-bound East Indiamen, from the Downs.

29. Sailed the Montague man of war to join the Channel fleet ; and Eury-
dice frigate, for Yarmouth.

ATarct 4. An express arrived here this, day from London, with dispatches for

I,ord Nelson, which will be sent on board his Majesty's ship Poulett so soon as

the weather permits. Yesterday arrived the Alcmeue, 32 guns, Cap. Stiles, from
a cruise, last from Guernsey. Three 74 gun ships are ordered to be builr at this^

port. Information is received that the .Euphrates, extra East Jndiamau, which,
ailed from hence Sept. 28, has. in company with a privateer, taken, on the coast
of Africa, a valuable prize laden with gum and gold dust.

5. The Alcnzo sloop of war is aground in the Great Park near Chichestcj.

Proper assistance is gone to her from the dock-yard.

7. An embargo was this day laid on all ships and vessels, except the convoys
hound down channel. Arrived the Marquis Coiawallis, Richardson, fix:

Downs, for India.
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8. This morning sailed the Uranie, of 44 guns, Hon. Captain Herbert, and
the Abundance storeship, \V. Price, master, with between 50 and 60 sail of

ships under convoy for the West Indies. The Wolverene, of 16 guns, Captain,

Gordon, is appointed convoy to Newfoundland.

9. This morning arrived the Betsey cutter, Lieutenant Street, with dis-

patches from the squadron off Havre, which she left yesterday afternoon. Six

gun-hrigs and u luggers came down the Seine yesterday morning, and went
iito Havre, which increased the force there to between 40 and 50 sail of gun-
vessels, which are waiting for an opportunity to push for Boulogne.

10. The ./Etna bomb, Captain Thomas, is ordered on foreign service. The
Lapwing frigate, Captain Fane, is appointed to the Mediterranean ; and the

Wolverine, of 16 guns, Captain Gordon, to Newfoundland. We are glad to

state, that the Alonzo, of 16 guns, Captain Impcy, which was drove on shore in

Chichester Park, en Saturday, was got off by assistance from the dock yard,
and this afternoon came into harbour to repair the damage she has received.

The East Indiamen stated in our last, remain at the Motherbank, with the East
India Company's frigates Cornwallis, Walpole, and Canton, which have arrived

this week from the river. Several others are expected, and the Leviathan, of

74 guns, Captain Bayntun, is appointed to convoy them,

12. This afternoon sailed his Majesty's ship Charwell, Captain Dumaresq,
with a convoy for Guernsey.

15. This afternoon arrived the Speedwell brig, Lieutenant W. Robertson,
from a cruize, with the American ship Hampton, C. Isaacs, master, from Tene-
riffe, bound to Amsterdam, which she detained last night, about eleven leagues
from the Isle of Wight. Most of our cruisers had an order to look out for this

ship, as, it is said, she is very valuably laden with property taken out of English
ships, which have been captured by French privateers, sent into a Spanish port
(Teneriffe) and sold to Dutch merchants, who shipped the cargoes on board of

this American, and cleared her out for Amsterdam, with papers for a neutral

port (Embden), where the master said he was bound. She was chased by
several cruisers coming up Channel, which she out-sailed, and she would have

escaped from the Speedwell, had she not happened to bit upon her in the

Bight.

16. Arrived the Experiment, of 44 guns, Captain M'Kenzie, from lying at

guard-ship at the Jack-in- the- basket. She was relieved by the Cyclops, Cap-
tain Fyfe. Sailed the Alcmene, of 31 guns, Captain Stiles, on a cruise ; Pete-

rell, of 18 guns, Captain Lamborn, with a convoy for Cork, and from thence to

the West Indies; and the Spider brig, Lieutenant Tomlinson, with a con-

voy for the Downs ; amongst which is the Walpole homeward-bound East
Indiaman

19. Arrived thp Vigilant Cutter, from Guernsey, Neptune East Indiaman,
an4 a fleet of outward-bound vessels, from the Downs. Sailed his Majesty's

$hip Alorne Fqrtunee, of 10 guns, with about 30 sail of outward-bound West
Indiamen under convoy to the westward. His Majesty's ship Carysfort, which
vent out of harbour yesterday evening, proceeded directly to sea. His Majes-
ty's ship Leviathan, of 74 guns, has a signal flying for a convoy for the Medi-
terranean ; and the Lapwing frigate has a signal for a convoy to the *st

Indies.

20. Sailed his Majesty's ship Leviathan, Captain Bayntun, for the Medi-
terranean ; Etna, Thunderer, and the Acheron bombs, to join Lord Nelson't

fleet in the Mediterranean, for the purpose, it is said, of bombarding Algiers ;

the East India Company's ship Marquis Cornwallis with the following ships
under convoy for the East Indies ; Marquis of Ely, Marchioness of Exeter, Lord
Nelson, Brunswick, Princess Charlotte, .\*arquis of v\ cllesley, and Ann.

21. The Mary, Duncan, from Seville to Ltith, being blown out of ths

Powns with loss of an auchor, has put in here. Arrived from a cruize the

Ariadne frigate.

His Majesty's ship Leviathan, Captain Eayntun, with the Medi^erra,,.
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nean convoy, is still lying at St. Helen's.- Last night arrived his Majesty's skip

Ariadne, of 32 guns, Captain Elphintfone, from a cruize. Since the
sailing; of

the -East India convoy, the following ships have arrived at the Motherbunk,
viz. Lady Burgess, Neptune, and Cormvallis.

23. The ontward-bonnd West India ships collected at this port, have sailed

this day to joia the convoy at Falmouth. The Falcon cutter escorts them.
The Mediterranean fleet, under convoy of the Leviathan, waits here, under
orders from the Admiralty, for some vessels from the river. Dropped down to

Spithead the Alonzo frigate.

25. The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have (through the repre-
sentation of Captain O'Bryen, commanding the sea fencibles on this coast)

accepted the .voluntary offer of several Captains, Commanders, and Lieutenants

of the Navy, on half-pay, to render every service in their power, should the

enemy attempt a landing on this part of the coast.

a6. The Eclypse gun-brig, which sailed on Saturday last for the eastward, put
back yesterday, and sailed again this morning with the Speedwell brig, Lieut.

Robertson. The Diana frigate, Captain Maling, with a convoy for the Medi-
terranean, passed by for the Downs yesterday morning. Remain at Spithead
the Royal William, Puissant, Eurydice, Ariadne, Pearl, Thunderer, Etna, Ache-

ron, Conquest, and Ant. At St. Helen's, the Leviathan, Alonzo, and Megasra ;

in commission in the harbour, the Gladiator, Queen, Athenian, Revolutionaire,

Chichester, and Ambuscade. Arrived the Trompeuse sloop of war, Captain
Goodwin, with the Margaret and Providence transports, with troops, which

they landed at Cowes this morning, under convoy from Ireland; Swan cutter

from Guernsey; the Charlotte, White, from Gottenburg, for Ndntz, detained

by the Eurydice frigate.

H9romotion0 anB Appointments.

Captain D. Colby, to the Eagle, fitting for the flag of Rear-Admiral Thorn-

borough.
Captain C. Rowley, to the Ruby.
Captain C. M. Gregory, to the Lucifer, bomb.

Capting S. Seymour (acting), to the Colossus, vice Martin, indisposed.

Captain Briggs, to the Agincourt, vice Ryves.
Captain C. M. Schomberg, to the Madras.

Lieutenant Layman, of the Victory, to the command of the Weazle.
Lieutenant T. Garth, to the command of the Port Mahon, vice M.'Donald,

deceased.

Mr. Vance, late surgeon of the Theseus, to be one of the sugeons of Haslar

Hospital.

Captain Fayerman, to the Athenian, at this port.

Captain G. Saunders^to the Falcon, vfa Ommanney.
Captain M'Namara, to the Sea Fencibles at Dublin, under Admiral Whitshed,

Captain T. Jones, to the Queen, at this port.

Captai^ J. Morrison, to the Princess floating battery, at Lymington, -oic

Colquit, who was unfortunately second to the gentleman lately killed in a due}
at that place.

Captain Clay, to the Sea Fencibles in Ireland.

Captain Bissell, to be a Post Captain.

Captain W. Hope, to the Atlas.

Captain C. W. Boys, to the Regulus.
Captain A. Miller, to the Devastation.

'

Captain Standfield, to the Sea Fencibles in Ireland.

Lieutenant Lyne, of Deal Hospital, to be Lieu;en,ant of Greenwich, vlit

Kerr.
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MARRIAGES.
On the ist March, at Stoke Church, near Gosport, Captain Katon, of the

Royal Navy, to Miss Mowbray, of Gosport.
At Strathmartin, on the sth March, Captain Warren, Royal Navy, to Miss

Mary Laird.

At Plymouth, Captain Wynne, of the Navy, to Miss Bartoa. Captain H. M.

Cmmanney, oi the Navy, to Miss Allen.

OBITUARY.
On the 3ist December last, on board of the Goliah, at sea, Lieutenant Jo-

seph Langston, of the Royal Marines.

On the ad .March, in Gloucester place, Portman-square, the iafant daughter
of Captain Butt, of the Royal Navy.

Lately, at Namptwich, in Cheshire, Mrs. Bayley, widow of the late T. Bay-
ley, Esq. ;

and mother to Captain T. Bayley of the Royal Navy.
On the roth of March, the Right Honourable Thomas Lord Camelford,

aged 29. His Lordship owed his death to the shamefully prevalent practice of

duelling. On the evening of Tuesday, March 6, his Lordship, meeting with

Captain Best, with whom he had long been in habits of intimacy, at the

Prince of Wales's coffee-house, in Conduit Street, addressed him in very strong
terms, and charged h.m with ungentlemanly conduct. In consequence of this.

Captain Best retired, and immediately sent a challenge to Lord Camelford.

All the points respecting the meeting being arranged, the parties, attended by
their seconds, met on the following morning, at the back of Holland House, on
the Uxbridge road. Lord C. fired the first shot, which missed his antagonist,
who instantly returned the fire, and lodged the contents of his piece in his

Lordship's body. His Lordship instantly fell. On Captain Best going up to

him, Lord C. seized him by the hand, and exclaimed " Our quarrel is decided,
Best ! and I am a dead man, but I freely forgive you !" The report of the pis-
tols brought the gardener to the spot, in whose care his Lordship was left, and
was shortly after removed to the house of Mr. Ottey, a gentleman of the Navy
Pay Office, adjoining Holland House Park. Lord C. lingered, without hope*
of recovery, till the evening of Saturday the lOth, when he expired, at half-

past eight o'clock, in a state of mind perfectly collected and resigned. On the

day preceding his demise he settled all his affairs, and we understand that his

Lordship has left behind him a paper in his own hand writing, fully acquitting
his antagonist of any blame in the unfortunate transaction which led to his un-

timely death. On the Monday following the Coroner's Jury sat upon the

body, and returned a verdict of Wilful Murder against a person or persons un-

Inoion. On the morning of Saturday, the lyth, the body was removed from
his Lordship's house in Oxford Street, to the vault in St. Ann's, Soho, where it

is to remain until arrangements can be formed for its conveyance to Switzer-
land. The hearse was drawn by six horses, and followed by two mourning
coaches and six, his own, Lord Grenville's, and some other carriages. The
coffin was covered with rose-coloured velvet, with a profusion of silver clasps.
There were two plates ; the top one contained the arms, coloured, and under-

ieath the following lines :
" The Right Hon. Thomas Lord Camelfoid died

the icth March, 1804, aged twenty-nine years." The bottom plate contained
the Coronet only. Lord CameJford has minutely described the *pot in the

Canton of Berne, where he is to be buried; it is between three trees, and he
has left icool. for the purchase of the ground.
On the 1 5th March, Lieutenant Carr, of Greenwich Hospital.
On the ijth March, suddenly, at Havant, the Lady of Captain Butterfield, cf

the Royal Navy.
On the i7th March, in Queen Ann-Street East, the infant son of Captain

Otway, of the Royal Navy.
On the i8th March, at Totness, in Devonshire, Rear-Admiral Epworth. He

was an OEicer on board the late Lord Keppel'i ship, at the taking of the Ha
TannaJi, in 1760, and was present ac many cavai coc<juests during that war.

4
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SHIPS LOST, DESTROYED, CAPTURED, AND RECAPTURED, Sit,

FROM JANUARY 24 TO FEBRUARY 21, 1804.

Plymouth. January n. During fee ftorm on TKurfday

nigh', the Britifli Tir, of this port, I'Effrontcur, French

pnvifeer. arM two filhing flaopi, were funk in Carwater.

The GufUff Sophia, Frees, from Stockholm to Tunis,

was difmafted The D :;cti galliott Jong Backe, with fait,

v.is trace on lhorev and is full PI

The Pendower, Mo'Jard, from London, is on (hore at

Tendance.
The brig Goodhope, ;

, from th? Cape of Good

Hope, detained =.: Bartd_oeo,
is leal tnere. Part of the

cargo faved.

The Elizabeth, Murphy, and ekren othrr vefieh, from

Wexti rJ to Dublin, were driven on Ihore, and three loft

between thole ports on tl.e ifith January.
The BedfcrJ, Lmef arrived at Barbadoes froin Africa,

was chaied by three privateers to windward of that

iOand, and beat off or.e of them of 8 pins, after half

an hoiw's engagement. The Bedford carries only four

4-pounders.
Tile' Scorpion, IJagg, has taken and earned into St.

He.ena, the Ganges and Cyrus, French whalers.

The Henry, Bradley, from Africa to the Weft Indies,

is captured ar,d carried into Guadaloiipe, after an engage-

ment, in which three men were kitteH and feven winded.
The Romulus, bound to London, is condemned at To-

bagoi in corfeijuence' of her having ftruck upon a rock in

Tyrrel's.b'y- Hrr.carpi loM.

The Augutta', Schwerde^ from Konigsburg to Liverpool,

k wrecke#!iear Dunkirk

The Cidiz Packet, Li- elv, from Liverpool, is captured,

and carried into TenerifTe.

The Brutus, *, from Charleston to Bourdeau*,

is detained by the Goliab man of war, and fent into Ply-

mouth-
The Enighied, Williams, from Barcelona, is Branded

near Calais. Part of the Cargo laved.

The Grctfeyl, Jonker, from London to Embdenj is on

Ihore at Burnham, Eflcx. Cargo will be faven.

The American (hip Euchiris, Captain Myers, from

New Ynrk to Rotterdam, is loft on the Bai.jaret Bank,
near Camprere.
Toe Fortuna, Rimmers, fiom London to Tonningen,

it orr (hore near Frie?-and.

The Hebe, Mackie, from Clyde for Piftow, foundered

at fea. Crew la. eel.

The Vine, Williams, of Sunderland, is on (bore near

edcr, but expected to be got olf.

Lcs Deux Anus, prize tc the Diligent. Mjrfhall, is loft

on Bonny Bar. The people faved in the Diligent and

1'Ovierr, and irr'neJ at B.-.rbadoes.

The Demarara, Ing.is, from Demarara to GlafgOw, is

totally Mi on Wicklow Bank. Crew laved.

The Good Friend;, Home ; and the Mediterranean,

Wood, from Newfoundland to Portugal, are taken and

carried into Vigo.
The Vigilantie, Boyfon, from Archangel to Hambro, is

loft on AmeUnd.
The Sophia, of London, from Gambia, has been taken

by a French privateer, and retaken by the Rtvo'iutionaire

frigate.
Tnc Arp>, White, from Quebec to London, is taken and

car: led into Sovrdeaux.
Tne Fanny, Jackfon, bound to Liverpool, ftruck upon a

rock in dropping down Watertord harbour, the 2(;Ui Janu-
ary, and funk..

TV.e Norva!, Mackenzie, from Quebec to Lisbon, was
loft the lth November, 30 leagues below Bic. Crew faved.

Tnc brie Hope, Orcro Hull to Dublin, is on Ihore near
Deal cafrle.

The Her), Schu!t7, fr.-m Hull, U totally loft at the
mouth of the Etim-,.

The Caroline, Airey, frtan Dannie to London, was loft

toe i}i\ November lait, ff the Naze of Norway, with the
Captain and all the crew.
Tflc CalcJooia, Toomai, (ailed from Balafbre roads, i8th

, fV Bombj-s', and on her paflage caught fire, and vrtt
burnt. Eighty-fix people loft.

The Hiram, Maddox, from Fhiladelplua to Liverpool, is

wrecked neir Workington.
The Weftrroreiand, Boardmar, from Africa, has been

taken, retaken, and arrived at Barbados.
Tl.e r.fcape, Goodwin, from Kewciflle to Guerfcfey,

ras loA 4th Ftbrujry on the South Sand. Crew Civeri.

The Earl St. Vincent, late Ar ftrong, of , U
totally loft on the GoH coaft, Africa.
The Friendtt-ip, Atkinfon, from L'lverftone for Liver-

pcol, is totally loft on Hoyle Bank.
The Genetal Moore, Worts, is wrecked in the Meai-

terranein.
The Mayflower, Crocker, from Penzar.ce, is ftranded in

Plymouth harbour, and fuBof water. Caryo difcharsing.
The Lord Nelfbn, , tVr.m NaUau to Georgia, is

taken by a French privateer, and Carried ir.to Cuba.
The Argo, til-bald, from EunderMnd, with coals, hloft

near Yarmouth. Mafter and ftren men drowned.
The Nancy, PoftSj

from Berwick to London, was cap-
tured nth February off the Floating Lryir. The Captain*
arrived" at Fiudiing, writes that the Zephyr, Foreman,
and four other vefleis, are alfo captured.
Tre Elizabeth, Cocking, from Liverpool to Teignmouthj

has been taken by a Freiicii privateer, of fix guns; r-f/
taken by the Liberty brig, and arrived at Dartmuuth.
The privateer had taken four other velfeb, whkh the Li-

berty was in chafe o'.

The Johanna Chaftitu Frederick, from rorient to

Bergen, is jet.ined by Ui: Prii.cefs Augwlia cotter, andV

arrivtd at Portfmouth.
The Dale, Turner, from Shields to Jamaica, Is totally

loft near Hambro' Sanas.

Theichooner Revenge, May, from PadDow to Cork, is

on fliore rear Milrorn. The cargo fjved.

The Teiemichus, Hird, from Archangel to London, is on
fliore on the coaft of Linculnffiire, but expected to be
got off.

The Pallas, Livingfton, from Shields to London, wsi
I.* on 1 2th February, off Bawdfey, coaft of Suffolk. Crew
fared.

The Twa Siftra, Linberg, from Gottenburg to Ireland,
is drove on more at Calais, and the cargo detained.

The Sufannab, Vickberg, of stockfiblmf from Guemfey
to Barcelona, is on fliore off the Lizard.

The Airth, Muller, from Liverpool, for Coleraine, if

reported to fce left off strangturd.
The Bee, of Kinjsbridg^ ; and th Egyptian, of Wjter-

ford, have been taken by the French, retaken by the Alc<
rr.enc frigate, "and carried to Guemfey.
The Ann, Harper, from River Jahde t London, 'is on

more on a fandltank in (hat river, and it is feared will not
be got or>'. The cargo landed.

The Lovely, Hodge, from Cork to Falmouth, too)t fire

off Fahnouth, isfh February, and was run on fliore. Car-

go expected to be laved.

The Gothi, a Swe-liffi galliott, from Gothtnb'jrs, for

FiOierraw, n totally loft.

The Raitkr, of Weymouth, Allan, frcra Carmarthen to

Weymouth, was loft at Plymouth about loth'Fehnurv.
The llooo Happy Return, Kerridge, from Lyme, has

been on (hire on Fairness rock, off Margate, and her carg*
difclureed.

Tr.e Fortitude, Miller, of Arbroatb, from Hull, wa*
Branded iith Fehruiryv
The B'.ixar, of Invernafs, from London ; and tke Scip'

of Aberdeen, were drivenjjn Jhore the nth February*
near Stonehaven. The latter has ficce gone to pieces.
The Iiidudry, Hadding, fxun Yarmouth to Hull, was

captured j6th January, by <-Frencn privateer, and carrie*
into Fiuflii'ig.

The Mary, Donkin, from London to Gain*bro', was
captured off Crutner i6 Jaiiuar/. The Xaptua it

rived at Flulhing.

[To be continued regularly,]
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BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS OF

SIR JOHN COLPOYS, K. B,

ADMIRAL OF THE BLUE SQUADRON.

** Wherever tide can waft, or wind can blow,

Our gallant N'avy triumphs o'er tlie toe :

His ports block'd up, his fleets in rum hurl'd,

Prove Britain mistres? of the watery world !

Though trembling nations prostrate roand her fall,

Crush'd by the power of wide destroying Gaul ;

Though Europe sutlers, to her foul disgrace,

This second inroad of tlie Vandal race ;

Still our triumphant Trident rules the sea,

And Britons are, and ever will be, free."

FITZGERALD.

YN the progress of our biographical labours, though scdu-

lously anxious to render all possible justice to the

professional merit of individuals, it too frequently happens,
that through the scantiness of materials, and the difficulty of

obtaining correct information, our ardent wishes are defeated.

Instead of presenting a finished portrait, with the nice dis-

tinctions of light and shade, we are frequently compelled to

offer what is little better than a mere outline.

With such an outline of the professional career of that

meritorious and respected Officer, Sir John Colpoys, must

we now endeavour to content ourselves; assuring our rea-

ders, however, that if, at any future period, we should

possess the means of correctly filling up so desirable a piece,

we shall with pleasure resume the task.

The earliest information which we have been able to ob-

tain respecting Sir John Colpoys is, that he first went to

sea so far back as the year 1756, and served, during the re-

mainder of the war of that period, at the respective sieges of

Louisbourg, Martinique^ &c. In the subsequent peace, our

Officer was employed, mostly, in the West-Indies. In

1770, Mr. Colpoys went to the East-Indies, where he was.

made Master and Commander ; and, in 1772, was promoted

to the rank of Post Captain. In I774> Captain Colpoys

>, &$ron. ftci.XI. M M
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returned to England ; and, at the latter end of the same

year, sailed for the West-Indies. In 17/6, we find him

commanding the Seaford, of twenty guns,'" in which ship

he succeeded Captain Stair Douglas, in North America.

In 1777, he was at the Leeward Islands, under the command

of Vice-Admiral James Young ; and, in 1778, still in the

Seaford, he was cruising on the Jamaica station. In the

month of April in the following year, he was one of the

Officers who composed the Court-Martial for the trial of

Admiral Sir Hugh Palliser.

In August, 1779, Captain Colpoys commanded the Royal

George, of a hundred guns, then bearing the flag of Rear-

Admiral Sir J. L. Ross, in the Channel fleet, Admiral Sir

Charles Hardy chief in command. About the middle of

the month, the combined fleets of France and Spain, con-

sisting of sixty-six sail of the line, having escaped the notice

of the British squadron, then cruising in the Soundings,
entered the Channel, and paraded two or three days before

Plymouth, With an effrontery we believe not since paralleled,

some French frigates anchored in Cawsand bay, and cap-

tured some of our coasting vessels. These trivial captures^

however, were not all ; for the Ardent, one of our Sixty-

fours, standing down Channel, and mistaking the hostile

fleet for the British, was surrounded, and taken, in sight of

Plymouth. The strong easterly winds, which prevailed for

several days, forced the enemy's fleet out of the Channel,

and, at the same time, prevented Sir Charles Hardy from,

entering it. On the 3151 of August, however, the wind

shifting to the westward, our squadron gained the mouth,

of the Channel, in view of the enemy. The combined fleets,

followed that of the English till sun-set j when, being a

little to the eastward of Falmouth, they hauled to the south-

west, and stood out of the Channel. The British Admiral

proceeded off the Eddystone, where he awaited the return of

the flood tide, and, on the following morning, anchored tl)

fleet at Spithead,
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Captain Colpoys, in October, 1781, commanded the Or-

pheu^, repeating frigate, of thirty-two guns, when the

British fleet, under Admiral Graves, sailed from New York
to the relief of Earl Cornwallis, at the ports of York and

Gloucester, in the Chesapeak. This expedition having- been

rendered nugatory, by the previous surrender of Lord Corn-

wallis, the fleet returned to New-York, where Admiral

Graves resigned the command to Admiral Digby. Captain

Colpoys remained in the Orpheus, under the command of

the latter Admiral, till the year following.

Soon after the peace* in 1783, our Officer was appointed to

a three years' station in the Mediterranean. He then com-

manded the Phaeton frigate, of thirty-two guns.

From the above period, till the year 1790, at the time of

the Spanish armament relative to Nootka Sound, we do

not find any mention of Captain Colpoys ; but he was then

appointed to the Hannibal, of seventy-four guns. The

dispute with Spain having been amicably settled, the greateV

part of the ships which had been put into commission, were

paid off at the end of the year. We rather think, however,

that the Hannibal was not among the number, as we find

her in the Russian armament, in the spring of 179I> again

commanded by Captain Colpoys.

In March, 1793, shortly after the commencement of the

late war, Captain Colpoys, continuing in the Hannibal,

sailed with the squadron under the command of Rear-Admi-

ral Gardner, for the West-Indies. Admiral Gardner returned

to England in the month of October following ; but, pre-

viously to his leaving of the West-Indies, he dispatched the

Hannibal, in company with the Hector, (also of seventy-

four guns), to reinforce the squadron on the Jamaica station.

Captain Colpoys, however, returned to England at the end

of the year; and in January, 1794, his ship, the Hannibal,

in company with the Culloden, Captain Sir T. Rich, was

ordered to escort the Aquilon, on board of which was his

Royal Highness Prince Augustus, part of the way .to

Gibi altar.



l6 BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS

On the idth of April, in the same year, Captain ColpoyS

was promoted to the rank of Rear-Admiral of the Blue ; and,

in the July following, to that of Rear-Admiral of the White.

In October, he hoisted his flag on board of the London, of

ninety eight guns.

In February, 1*95, Rear-Admiral Colpoys sailed from

Torbay, with the fleet under the command of Admiral Earl

Howe, to escort the East and West India, and other convoys,

to clear the Channel, and afterwards to cruise off Brest and

the bay. Having seen the convoys safe out of the Channel,

and being assured that the enemy's fleet were in port, Lord

Howe shortly returned to Spithead.

In March following, Rear- Admiral Colpoys sailed with a

squadron on a cruise to the westward. On the 1st of June
lie was farther promoted to be Vice-Admiral of the Blue.

On the 1 2th of June, Vice-Admiral Colpoys sailed from

St. Helen's, with the Channel fleet, under the command of

Admiral Lord Bridport. On the 22d, at dawn, the enemy's

fleet were descried ; but Lord Bridport, perceiving that it

was not their intention to meet him in battle, immediately

dispatched four of the best sailing ships, the Sans Pareil,

Orion, Russel, and Colossus, in chase of them, and soon

afterwards followed with the whole fleet. The chase conti-

nued, with very little wind, all the day, and during the

night; but, early in the morning of the 23d, the headmost

ships, the Irresistible, Orion, Queen Charlotte, Russel, Co-

lossus, and Sans Pareil, were nearly up with the enemy.
About six o'clock they began to engage. The contest lasted

till nine, when the Alexander, Tigre, and Formidable,

Struck. The remainder of the enemy's fleet escaped under

shelter of the land, and, in the course of the day, anchored

off L'Orient.

The total loss sustained by the British fleet in this action

amounted to thirty-one killed, and one hundred and thirteen

wounded. Admiral Colpoy's ship was, fortunately, but a

slight sufferer on the occasion, she having but three men
wounded during the engagement.
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From this time, until the end of the year following, Vice-

Admiral Colpoys was employed in the command of different

cruising squadrons. On the 2yth of June, 1796, he sailed

from St. Helen's on a cruise, and to escort the East India

ships to a certain latitude. He returned on the ayth of

August, some time after which he again sailed on a cruise off

Brest. On the 22d of December, he was driven, by a gale of

wind, from off that station ; and, favoured by the same gale,

the enemy were enabled to slip out. When standing in to

regain his station, on the 26th, the wind still blowing very

hard, with thick foggy weather, Vice-Admiral Colpoys dis-

covered six sail of the enemy's line of battle ships standing

toward him. On perceiving their mistake, however, they
crouded all the sail they could set, and stood in shore. Vice-

Admiral Colpoys pursued them closely, notwithstanding

which, they effected their escape into port L'Orient.

On the last day of the year, Vice-Admiral Colpoys arrived

at Spithead, having been forced in by stress of weather, in

which many of the ships of his squadron had sustained ma-

terial damage. From the length of their cruise, many of

them also were short of provisions and water.

Early in the following year, 1797, symptoms of mutiny
and discontent displayed themselves in his Majesty's fleets at

Portsmouth and Spithead. In the month of February, peti-

tions were sent from all the line of battle ships at Ports-

mouth, to Lord Howe; but as they were considered to be

only the productions of a few factious individuals, they were

wholly disregarded. This neglect, however, tended to a

more extensive dissemination of mutinous principles ; and,

on the 1 5th of April, when Lord Bridport ordered the signal

for the fleet to prepare for sea, the seamen of the Queen

Charlotte, instead of weighing anchor, ran up the shrouds*

and gave three cheers, as the notice for disaffection, which

was immediately answered by every ship in the fleet. Asto-

nishment, on the part of the Officers, succeeded this sudden

and violent act of disobedience: they used every means in

their power to induce a return to duty; but all their exer-

4
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tions were ineffectual ; and, on the following day, two dele-

gates were appointed from each ship to represent the whole

fleet, the Admiral's cabin in the Queen Charlotte being fixed

upon as the place for their deliberations*

On the i8th of April, a Committee of the Board of Admi-

ralty arrived at Portsmouth, and made propositions .to the

mutineers, all of which, however, were ineffectual* On the

2 ist of the month, Vice-Admiral Colpoys, accompanied by
Admirals Gardner and Pole, went on board of the Queen
Charlotte, in order to confer with the delegates ; but these

men assured the Admirals, that no arrangement would be

considered as final until it should be sanctioned by the

King and Parliament, and guaranteed by a proclamation for

a general pardon.

After much time had been spent in negociation, the wishes

of the men were in a great measure acceded to ; and it was

concluded that loyalty and subordination had resumed their

seats. Unfortunately this was not the case. On the yth of

May, when Lord Bridport made the signal to weigh and

put to sea, every ship in the fleet refused to obey. For this

second act of disobedience, the seamen alledged, as a reason,

the silence which Government observed on the subject of

their complaints. The idea, that the promised redress of

their grievances would not be carried into effect, was

strengthened by the distribution of a number of seditious

hand bills among the ships, and the seamen therefore re-

solved to hold a convention of delegates on board the Lon-

don, at Spithead. In pursuance of their intention, they

proceeded in their boats alongside of that ship ; but Vice-

Admiral Colpoys, determined to oppose their coming on

board, cautioned them against acting as they had formerly
done ; told them that they had asked a great deal, and had

obtained much; that he would not suffer them to proceed
to demand more j that they ought to be contented ; and that,

if they offered to meet in convention, he would order the

marines to fire on them. The delegates, however, persisted,

2nd the Admiral ordered the marines to level their pieces at
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them. In this situation, the Admiral again admonished

them, but without effect ; a slight scuffle ensued, and one

of the delegates, all of whom were armed, fired at Lieu-*

tenant Sims, of the marines, and wounded him. At the

command of the First Lieutenant of the ship, the marines

then fired, and killed five seamen, two of whom were dele-

gates. The whole crew of the London now declared open

hostility against the Officers and marines, turned the guns-

in the fore part of the ship towards the stern, and threatened

to blow all aft into the water unless they surrendered. Cir-

cumstanced as they were, to this imperious menace there was

no alternative but submission.

In consequence of the death of their comrades, by the

firing of the marines, the seamen were proceeding to

hang the Lieutenant, by whom the orders had been given ;

but, at this trying moment, Admiral Colpoys rushed for-

ward, alledged his own responsibility, and assured them,

that his Lieutenant had acted only by his orders, agreeably

to instructions received from the Admiralty. The seamen

instantly demanded these instructions, which were imme-

diately produced. The mutineers then confined Admiral

Colpoys, Captain Griffiths, and the Officers, to their cabins,

and made the marines prisoners. On the nth of May,
four days after the renewed symptoms of mutiny had ap-

peared, the crew of the London expressed a wish that

Admiral Colpoys and Captain Griffiths should go on shore,

which they accordingly did, accompanied by the Reverend

Mr. Cole, the Chaplain.

The fleet remained in this mutinous state till the I4th

of the month, when Lord Howe arrived at Portsmouth,

invested with full powers for settling the different points in

dispute. As he also brought with him an Act of Parliament,

which had been passed on the Qth, in compliance with the

wishes of the seamen, and a Proclamation of pardon for all

should immediately return to their duty, affairs were,
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for a time*, adjusted to the satisfaction of the sailors; the

flag of disaffection was struck, and, two days after, the fleet

put to sea to encounter the enem .

Vice-Admiral Colpoys, we believe, did not return on board

of the London; but, sometime in the course of the year,

as a distinguishing mark of his Majesty's favour, he was in-

vested with the Noble Order of the Bath.

In the following year, 1798, we find the flag of Vice-

Admiral Sir John Colpoys on board of the Northumberland,

of seventy-four guns, then fitting for foreign service; after

which we lose sight of it during the remainder of the war.

On the ist of January, 1801, the day on which the

Union between Great Britain and Ireland was established

by Act of Parliament, Sir John Colpoys was made Admiral

of the Bl ue.

In the month of June last, hostilities having recommenced

against France, Admiral Sir John Colpoys was appointed

Commander in Chief at Plymouth, where his character has

been long known and respected, for his kindness to his re-

lations ; by one of whom the noble candour of his disposition

has been often tried j and also for his high professional merit

as an Officer.

It will be perceived by our readers, that, in the course

of the above rapid sketch, we have as much as possible

avoided detail, even in those parts where information was

within our reach. This has been intentionally done, with

the hope, that at a future period we may be enabled (through

the kindness of some of our Correspondents,) to enter more

at large into the subject.

* It must be fresh in the recollection of our readers, that, towards the end of

the month, a mutiny, still more alarming than the one above mentioned, broke

out on board the ships at the Nore and in the North Sea fleet, under a pretence
of redress of other grievances, besides what related to pay and provisions.

was the mutiny for which Parker and several others afterwards suffered.
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NAVAL ANECDOTES,
COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &c.

NANTES IX GURGITE VASTO !

TO THE EDITOR OF THE NATAL CHRONICLE.

SIR,

TN the course of my reading, I have recently met with an

old tract, entitled, The true Travels, Adventure^ and

Observations, of Captain John Smith? into Europe, Asia,

Africa, and America, from Anno Dom. 1593* to 1629 ; in

which some passages occur, that, from their curiosity, I

flatter myself are not unworthy of a place in the NAVAL
CHRONICLE. I have extracted them ; and, if you think

proper to insert them, you will have the goodness to do so

in the order below submitted.

These True Travels, &c. are written in the third persoai,

and commence with the following

ACCOUNT OF CAPTAIN SMITH.

HE was born in Willoughby, in Lincolnshire, and a scholar in the

two free-schools of Alford and Loutb, His father anciently descended

from the ancient Smiths of Crudley in Lancashire ; his mother from the

Rickands at Great-Heck in Yorkshire, His parents dying when he was

about thirteen years of age, left him a competent means, which he not

being capable to manage, little regarded, his mind being even then set

upon brave adventures ; sold his satchel, books, and all he had, intending

secretly to get to sea, but that his father's death stay'd him. But

now the guardians of his estate more regarding it than him, he had

liberty enough, though no means, to get beyond the sea. About the

age of fifteen years, he was bound apprentice to Mr. Thomas Sendall,

of Lynn, the greatest merchant of all those parts ; but because he

would not presently send him to sea, he never saw his master in eight

years after. At last he found means to attend Mr. Peregrine Bertie

into France, second son to the right honourable Peregrine, that gene-

rous lord Willoughby, and famous soldier; where coming to his brother

Robert then at Orleans, now Earl of Lindsey, and Lord great-chamberlain

of England, being then but litcle youths under tutorage. His service

being needless, within a month or six weeks they sent him back agaiH

/Sat. STbton. 2Jo!. XI. N N
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to his friends, who when he came from London, they liberally gate

him (but out of his own estate) ten shillings to be rid of him; such

oft is the share of fatherless children : but those two honourable bre-

thren gave him sufficient to return for England. But it was the least

thought of his determination, for now being freely at liberty in Paris ,

growing acquainted with one Mr. David Hume, who making some use

of his purse, gave him letters to his friends in Scotland to prefer hiift

to King 'James. Arriving at Roan, he better bethinks himself, seeing

his money near spent, down the river he went to Havre de Grjice, where

he first began to learn the life of a soldier. Peace being concluded in

France, he went with Captain Joseph Duxbury into the Low-Countries,

underwhose colours havingserved threeor four years, he took hisjourney

for Scolland, to deliver his letters. At Ancusan he embarked himself for

Lethe, but, as much danger, as shipwreck and sickness could endure, he

had at the holy isle of Northumberland near Berwick. Being reco-

vered, into Scotland he went to deliver his letters. After much kind

usage among those honest Scots at Rlpvueth and Broxmoth, but neither

inoney nor means to make him a courtier, he returned to IVilloughly in

Lincolnshire, where within a short time, being glutted with too much

company, wherein he took small delight, he retired himself into a little

woody pasture, a good way from any town, invironed with many hun-

dred acres of other woods ; here, by a fair brook, he built a pavilion

of boughs, where only in his clothes he lay. His study was Macbla-

v'd's Art of War, and Marcui Aurelius ; his exercise, a good horse
f

vith his lance and ring ; his food was thought to be more of venison

than any thing else; what he wanted his man brought him. The

country wondering at such an hermit, his friends persuaded one

Seignior Theodora Poledoga, rider to ffen>y Earl of Lincoln, an excellent

horseman, and a noble Italian gentleman, to insinuate into his woodish

acquaintance, whose languages and good discourse, and exercise of

riding, drew him to stay with him at Tattersall. Long these plea-

sures could not content him, but he returned again to the Lo-w
Countriei.

In the course of his travels, Captain Smith met with num-
berless marvellous adventures, through which 1 shall not

attempt to accompany him ; but the following stratagem,

which he practised at the siege of Olumpagh, has considerable

claims to the credit of

TELEGRAPHIC INVENTION.

After the loss of Caniza, the Turks with 20,000 men besieged the

trong town of Olumpagh so Jtraitly, as they were cut off from all
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intelligence and hope of succour, till John Smithy this English gentle-

man, acquainted Baron Kise/l, general of the Archduke's artillery, he

had taught the governor, his worthy friend, such a rule, that he would

undertake to make him know any thing he intended, and have his

answer, would they bring him to some place where he might make

the flame of a torch seen to the town
; Klsell, inflamed with this strange

invention, Smith made it so plain, that forthwith he gave him guides,

who in the dark night brought him to a mountain, where he shewed

three torches equidistant from the other, which plainly appearing to

the town, the governor presently apprehended, and answered again
with three other fires in like manner; each knowing the other's being
and intent. Smithy though distant seven miles, signified to him these

words : On Thursday at night I will charge on the east, at the ala+um

sally you : Ebersbaught answered, be would. And thus it was done :

First he writ his message as brief you see, as could be, then divided

the alphabet into two parts thus :

A. b. c. d. e. f. g. h. i. k. 1.

i. I. i. i. i. i. i. i. i. i. i.

m. n. o. p. q. r. s. t. v. w. x. y. z.

2. 2. 2. 2. 2. Z. 2. 2. 2. 2. 2. 2. 2.

The first part from A. to 1. is signified by shewing and hiding one

link, so oft as there is letters from A. to that letter you mean
;
the

other part from m. to z. is mentioned by two lights in like manner.

The end of a word is signified by shewing of three lights, ever staying

your light at that letter you mean, till the other may write it on a

paper, and answer by his signal, which is one light, it is done, begin-

ning to count the letters by the lights, every time from A. to m.; by

this means also the other returned his answer, whereby each did under-

stand the other. The guides all this time having well viewed the

camp, returned to K'nell ; who, doubting of his power, being but

10,000, was animated by the guides, how the Turks were so divided

by the river in two parts, they could not easily second each other.

To which Smith added this conclusion, that two or three thousand

pieces of match fastened to divers small lines of an hundred fathom in

length, being armed with powder, might all be fired and stretched at

an instant before the alarum, upon the plain of Hjsnabtirgy supported

by two staves, at each line's end, in that manner would seem like so

many musketeers; which was put in practice, and being discovered by

the Turls, they prepared to encounter these fal?e fires, thinking there

had been some great army, whilst Kisell with his 10,000 being en-

tered the Turin' quarters, who ran up and down as men amazed, it was
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not long ere Eberslaught was pell-mell with them In their trenches;

in which distracted confusion a third part of the Turks that besieged

that side towards Knovsbruck, were slain, many of the rest drowned,

but all fled. The other part of the army was so busied to resist the

false fires, that Kiiell before the morning put 2000 good soldiers in

the town, and with small loss was retired ; the garrison was well

relieved with what they found in the Turks' quarters, which caused the

Turks to raise their siege, and return to Cantata ; and Klsell, with

much honour, was received at Kerment, and occasioned the author 3

good reward, and preferment to be Captain of 250 horsemen, under

the conduct of Colonel Voldo^. Earl of Meldritck.

I shall conclude ray extracts with the following

ACCOUNT OF A REMARKABLE SEA FIGHT.

MERHAM, a Captain of a man of war then in the road, Invited Cap-
tain Smith and two or three more of them a-board with him, where he

spared not any thing he had to express his kindness, to bid them wel-

come, till it was too late to go on shore, so that necessity constrained

them to stay on board ; a fairer evening could not be ; yet ere midnight
such a storm did arise, they were forced to let slip cable and anchor^

and put to sea ; spooning before the wind, till they were driven to

the Canaries ; in the calms they accommodated themselves, hoping
this strange accident might yet produce some good event ; not long it

was before they took a small bark coming from Ttnerlf, loaded with.

winej three or four more they chased, two they took, but found little

in them, save a few passengers, that told them of five Dutch men of

war, about the isles ; so that they stood for Boiadora, upon the Afri-

can shore, betwixt which and Cape Noa, they descried two sail.

Merham intending to know what they were, hailed them ; very civilly

they danced their topsails, and desired the men of war to come a-

board them, and take what he would, for they were but two poor dfs-

tressed Biscajnen. But Merhamt the old fox, seeing himself in the lion's

paws, sprung his loof, the other tacked after him> and came close up
to his nether quarter, gave his broadside, and so loofed up to wind-

\vard ; the Vice-Admiral did the like, and at the next bout, the Ad-

miral with a noise of trumpets, and all his ordnance, murderers and

musketry, boarded him on his broadside ; the other in like manner on

bis ley quarter, that it was so dark, there was little light, but fire and

smoke ; long he stayed not, before he fell off, leaving four or five of his

men sprawling over the grating: after they had battered Merbam
about an hour, they boarded him again as before, and threw four ked.-

gers or grapnels in iron chains, then shearing off, they thought so tq
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fiave torn down the grating ;
but the Admiral's yard was so entangled

in the shrouds, Merham had time to discharge two cross-bar-shot

amongst them, and divers bolts of iron made for that purpose, against

his bow, that made such a breach, he feared they both should have

sunk for company ; so that the Spaniard was as yare in shipping his

chained grapnels, as Mtrkam was in cutting the tackling, kept fast

their yards in their shrouds, the Vice-Admiral presently cleared him-

self, but spared neither his ordnance nor muskets to keep Merbam from

getting away, till the Admiral had repaired his leak
; from twelve at

noon till six at night, they thus interchanged one volley for another ;

then the Vice-Admiral fell on stern, staying for the Admiral that

came up again to him, and all that night stood after Merham that

shaped his course for Marmora ; but such small way they made, the

next morning they were not three leagues off from Cafe Noa. The

two Spanish men of war, for so they were, and well appointed, taking
it in scorn, as it seemed, with their chase, broadside and stern, the one

after the other, within musket shot, plying their ordnance; and after

an hour's work, commanded Merham amain for the King of Spain

upon fair quarters ;
Merham drank to them, and so discharged his

quarter-pieces ; which pride the Spaniards to revenge, boarded him

again, and many of them were got to the top to unsling'the main-sail,

which the master and some others from the round-house caused, tQ

their cost, to come tumbling down about the round-house, the Spa-
niards so pestered, that they were forced to the great cabin and blety

it up ; the smoak and fire was so vehement, as they thought the ship

on fire, they in the forecastle were no less assaulted, that they blew

up a piece of the grating, with a great many of Spaniards more ; then

they cleared themselves with all speed, and Merhatn, with as much

expedition to quench the fire with wet deaths and water, which began
to grow too fast. The Spaniard still playing upon him with all the

shot they could
; the open places presently they covered with old sails,

and prepared themselves to fight to the last man. The angry Spaniard

seeing the fire quenched, hung out a flag of truce to have but a parley ;

but that desperate Merharn knew there was but one way wich him,
and would have none but the report of his ordnance; which he did

know well how to use for his best advantage. Thus they spent the

next afternoon,' and half the night, when the Spaniards tither lost

them or left them. Seven and twenty men Merham had slain, and

sixteen wounded, and could find they had received 140 great shot.

A wounded Spaniard they kept alive confessed they had lost 100 men

in the Admiral, which they did fear would sink eie she could recover

a port. Thus re-accommodating their sails, they sailed for Sancta

Cnise, Cape Gca, and Magadorc, till they carr.e to ScJJcf,
and thtn

jxturntd into England* H.
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RUSSIAN EXPEDITION.

THE Royal Academy at St. Petersburg have received letters dated

the 25th of last October, at Santa Cruz, in the Island of Teneriffc ,

from their correspondent M, Von Krusenstern, the Commander of the

two Russian ships which have sailed on a voyage round the world.

Their voyage from Falmouth to this place was extremely expeditious

and prosperous; there was not one sick on board either of the ships,

and the Russian sailors were chearful and active, and did their duty

with vigour, notwithstanding this is the first time that Russian vessels

have sailed so far south. The Spanish governor had received the voy-

agers with the greatest politeness, and gave them the house where the

inquisition holds its sittings for an astronomical observatory ; he had

besides used ever}' endeavour to forward their letters by the speediest

conveyance to Europe. On the 25th of October the ships had already

taken on board a supply of water and wine, and were preparing to set

sail the following day for Rio Janeiro in the Brazils, where they
are to remain some weeks. On the voyage, in North lat. 370 40' and

3 28' East long, from the first meridian, the expedition had an oppor-

tunity of observing a most remarkable meteor. On the loth of Octo-

ber in the evening they saw in the south-west a large fire-ball, which

at the height of fifteen degrees took a direction completely horizontal

towards the north-west, when it burst. It had a very long tail, which

was so bright, that the whole ship was for the space of a minute il{u-

minated by it. The most remarkable circumstance, however, attend*

ing it, and which indeed is almost without a parallel, was the uncom-

mon power of the luminous matter ; as bright streaks continued visible

in that quarter for upwards of an hour after the fire-ball had burst.

M. Von Krusenstern has communicated to the academy some inte

resting observations on the currents of the sea, which he had receive4

insti actions to make.

NEW INVENTED ANEMOMETER.

PROFESSOR Poschman, at St. Petersburg, has invented aa

Anemometer, which he has presented to his Imperial Majesty. With

this Anemometer, not only the strength of the wind may be exactly

measured, but by means of other instruments, which are easily adjusted

to it, such as hygrometer, thermometer, and barometer, a variety of

other physical experiments may be conducted with the greatest con-

veniency. This instrument stands on a hollow pillar of a pyramidaj

form, on one side of which are placed over each other t\vo dial-plate?

with iudeces or hands, the one of which belongs to the
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and the other to the anemometer. It is fixed on an oblong quadran-

gular board, supported on four feet which again rest on a pedestal.

Through the middle of the pillar a rod is passed, to the upper end of

which a weather cock is attached, and to the lower end an index

standing on a wind dial, which is furnished below with a magnetic

needle, and points out the direction of the wind with the greatest ex-

actness. On one side of the pedestal, in the middle of the outer

extremity, a pillar stands with two rollers, between which a roller is

passed, on which the wind-board is fixed. This roller is at the further

end provided with teeth or notches, by means of which a notched

wheel, which is attached to the axle of the index of the Anemometer,
is moved. Between the wind-board and the pyramidal pillar a spring

passes, which acts constantly on the roller, in such a manner, that the

board, being moved by the current of the wind, strikes against the

spring, which in its turn moves the roller; when by means of the

notches in the end of the roller which act upon the wheel, the index

communicating with it is made to point out the force of the wind.

Between the pillars there are also four brass bars attached, which pass

through notches in the extremity of the board, and are provided with

two small rolleis which serve to give uniformity to the impulses. OH
the opposite side of the wind-board, a board is attached to the pedes-

tal, and on it the barometer and thermometer are placed. The advan-

tage of this newly invented instrument consists chiefly in this, that the

impulse by means of the board above mentioned is rendered at all times

uniform and incapable of any variation ;
while the spring which passes

between the board and the smaller pillar, prevents the variations of heat

and cold from producing any perceptible difference. This spring is

also so contrived as never to exhibit any perceptible change of elas-

ticity, but always to act with the same impulse in proportion to the

foice of the wind.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE NAVAL CHRONICLE,

SIR, dfril 5, 1804.

T HEREWITH transmit to you several well authenticated

anecdotes, most of which are littleknown, which by pre-

serving in your valuable Work will confer an obligation OH

your occasional Correspondent, A.

Great Queen- Street, Lincoln's- Inn- Fields.

ANECDOTE OF SIR EDWARD PELLEW.

WE have been told of the immense sum gained by our Naval Com-

manders, The public should also be acquainted with their liberality.

4
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The wife of Rovere, one of the deputies sent to Cayenne, and one of

those who are now arrived in England (1798), was with a great num.'

ber of priests taken some time ago by Sir Edward Pellew in a French

frigate going to Cayenne. She had sold all her property in France

to go to join her unhappy husband, and had with her about 3300!.

Sir Edward has given her back the 3000!. and has paid the sailors their

share out of his own purse.

ANECDOTE OF HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF CLARENCE^
WHEN PRINCE WILLIAM HENRY.

THE following anecdote appeared in Captain Drinkwater's account

of Gibraltar, and is as follows : In an early period of the siege, when

Prince William Henry was there, and had made his first Naval essay

in its relief, the Spanish Admiral Don Juan de Langara, visiting Ad-

miral Digby, was introduced to his Royal Highness. During the

conference between the Admirals, Prince William retired, and when it

was intimated that Don Juan wished to return, his Royal Highness

appeared in the character of a midshipman, and respectfully Informed

the Admiral that the boat was ready. The Spaniard astonished to see

the son of a Monarch' acting as a Warrant Officer, cou'd not help ex

claiming" Well does Great Britain merit the empire of the sea,

when the humblest stations in her Navy are filled by the Princes of

the blood."

BRAVERY OF CAPTAIN SAMUEL HOOD.

IN the year 1791, in the height of a violent gale of wind, which

increased to a perfect hurricane, a raft was discovered from the Juno'd

mast-head, off the port of St. Ann's, in the West Indies, with three

people on it, over which the waves washed every moment, so that it

appeared next to impossible to save them. Captain Hood immedi-

ately ordered a boat to their assistance ; but though English seamen

are not apt to shrink from danger, the boat's crew thinking it a vain

attempt, shewed great reluctance in going, whereupon the Captain,

declaring that he never ordered any man on a service on which he was

afraid to venture himself, immediately leaped into the boat, pushed out

of the harbour, and with infinite difficulty saved the poor men on the

wreck. The Honourable Assembly at Jamaica, on being informed of

this gallant enterprise, was unanimous in resolving, that the sum of

loo guineas be presented to Captain S. Hood, for the purchase of a

word, as a testimony of the high sense they entertained of his merit

and humanity in the above affair.



COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &c. 281

ROYAL NAVAL SEMINARY.
WE understand that a Naval Officer, of high rank, has compiled one

of the best systems of professional education extant, combining the

moral and military obligations with a degree of exactness which reflects

infinite honour on the author. The Royal Naval Seminary, for the

use of which this work is intended, will be under the immediate go-
vernment of Spiritual and Temporal Peers, Ministers of State, and

eminent Naval Characters, and provision is pointed out to provide for

Us extensive civil and military establishments
;

that operation falling

on the opulent only, will be chearfully paid for so beneficial a purpose.
The Seminary to consist of 150 sons of nobility and gentry, 150 sons

of Naval Officers, and 700 sons of our brave seamen ; the whole

receive a most liberal education, at a small expense to the public and

their friends. The design is grand and worthy the adoption of a great
maritime and commercial nation. It is to be hoped that a production
of so much national importance will meet with the support of all great
and good men." s^^~^

A Correspondent in the Gentleman's Magazine for March has pub-
lished the following notice, which we take the earliest opportunity to

promote :
" I shall be much obliged to any of your intelligent Cor-

respondents, if they will inform me, whether Captain Woodes Roger,

who voyaged to the South Seas, was descended from the Shropshire or

Devonshire family of that name ? or what arms he bore ?" R. S.

.^^"v^
ANECDOTES OF ADMIRAL BOSCAWBN.

ADMIRAL BOSCAWEN acquired the name of Old Dread-

nought by the following circumstance : When Captain of the Glory

frigate, cruising off Madeira, he singly met two Spanish and one

French ship, the latter of more than equal force. Captain B. was

asleep, when his Lieutenant went down to awake him, it being in the

close of the evening, and asked him what he must do? " Do ! O d n

ye, fight them to be sure!" The Captain came immediately upon
deck in his shirt, in which situation he fought near two glasses ; when

the enemy finding they must be taken if they continued the contest,

sheered off under cover of the night.

Admiral Boscawen was afterwards laying off Gibraltar, to intercept

a French fleet that was in the Mediterranean ; he wrote to Captain

Barton, who at that time commanded the Litchfield, that the enemy
was near, and at the same time enclosed a list of the French fleet, but

took particular notice of a new 74 gun ship which they had, and

added,
"

Barton, may I be eternally d n'd if I do not take that

ship, and insure to you the command of her 1" She was the first he

took in that engagement, and he procured the command of her for

Captain Barton. Such was the intrepid spirit of that brave man, and

the punctual exactness wherewith he kept his promises. E,

tffiab. tffjtfln. (Bol.XI. o o
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[Continued from Vol. III. p. 403.]

Ha ! total Night, and Horror, here preside ;

My stunn'd ear tingles to the whizzing tide ;

It is their funeral knell ! and gliding near,
Methinks the phantoms of the Dead appear.
But lo ! emerging from the watery grave,

Again they float incumbent on the wave ;

Again the dismal prospect opens round,
The wrecki the shores, the dying, and the drown'd.

FALCONXK.

Lliutenant ARCHER'S Letter to his Mother, containing an dctount of the,

Loss of his Majesty's Ship PHOENIX*.

[Now first published.]

*
4* We are extremely obliged to tie Gentleman -who favoured us "witli tbit M.S.

time it contains so correct end animated an account of out of the most aivful events in

tie Strvict. T# Narrative is simfle, and natural ; and main the Reader feel

iamtelf on board the PHO: NIX. vtry circuimtfince is detailed -with feeling, and power-

ful appeals are continually
made to the heart. We also observe, tviib much pleasure, the

tc-vtut spirit of a Seaman, frequently bursting fortbt and imparting additional sublimity

te tie relation.

MY DEAREST MADAM, At Sea, Juni 30, 1781.

I
AM now going to give you an account of our last cruize in the

Phoenix; and must premise, that should any one see it besides

yourself, they must put this construction on it
" That it was ori-

ginally intended for the eyes of a mother, and a mother only," as upon
that supposition my feelings may perhaps be tolerated. You will

also meet with a number of sea terms, which if you don't understand,

why I cannot help you, as I am unable to give a sea description in any
other words.

To begin then : On the second of August, iy8oj we weighed j

and sailed from Port Royal, bound for Pensacola ; having two store

Ships under convoy, which we were to see safe in ; and then

cruize off the Havannah, and in the Gulf of Mexico for six weks.

In a few days we made the two sandy Islands, that look as if they had

just risen out of the sea, or fallen from the sky ; inhabited neverthe-

less by upwards of 300 English, who get their bread by catching twr

* The Phoenix, of 44 guns, Captain Sir Hyde Parker, was lost in a hurricane

off Cuba, 1780. The same hurricane destroyed the Thunderer, 74; Stirling

Castle, 64; la Blanche, 42; Laurel, 28; Andromeda, 28; Deal Castle, 24;

Scarborough, *o; Beaver's Prize, 16 ; Barbadoes, 14; Cameleon, 14; En.

deavour, 14; and Victor, 10 guns. Lieutenant ArcLer seems to have been first

Lieutenant of the Phoenix at the time she was lost. He was afterwards promoted.
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tie and parrots, and raising vegetables ;
which they exchange with Ship*

that pass, for cloathing and a few of the luxuries of life, as mm, &c
About the i2th we arrived at Pen.'aco/a, without any thing remark-

able happening, except our getting a vast quantity of fish, sharks,

dolphins, and bonetos. On the 13th sailed singly, and, on the I4th,
had a very heavy gale of wind at North, right off the land ; so that

we soon left that sweet place Pensacola a distance a stern. We then

looked into the Havannah, saw a number of Ships there, and knowing
that some of them were bound round the Bay, we cruized in their

track : a fortnight however passed, and not a single Ship hove in sight

to cheer our spirits. We then took a tarn or two round the Gulf,

but not near enough to be seen from the shore. Vera Cruz we ex-

pected would have made us happy, but the same luck still continued ;

day followed day, and no Sail. The dollar bag began to grow a little

bulky, for every one had lost two or three times, and no one had won:
this was a small gambling party entered into by Sir Hyde and our-

selves ; every one put a dollar into a bag, and fixed on a day when we
should see a Sail ; but no two persons were to name the same day,

and whoever guessed right first had the bag. We were now tired of

our situation, and glad the cruize was almost out, for we found the

navigation very dangerous, owing to unaccountable currents ; so shaped
our course for Caff Antonio : the next day the men at the mast head,

at about one o'clock in the afternoon, called out, A Sail upon the wea-

ther bo--w ! Ha! ha! Mr. Spaniard, I think we Lave ^ou at last

Turn all bants ! make sail f all hands give chase ! There was hardly

any occasion for that, for the sound of a Sail being in sight, flew like

wildfire through the Ship, and every sail was set iu an instant, almost

before the orders were given. A Lieutenant at the mast head with a

spy glass
What it sht f A largt Ship studding athwart right before

the 'wind; P-o-r-t! keep her away ! set the studding sails read, ! Up
comes the little Doctor rubbing his hands, Ha ! ha! I have won the

fcag The devil take you and the bag; look, what's a head, will fill

all our bags. Mast head again tivo more Sail on the larboard beam !

Archer go up and see what you can make of them." Upon deck

there ; I te* a *whcle flitt^ upwards of twenty sail coming right bifcre the

wind! Confound the luck of it, this is some convoy or other, but

we must try if we can't pick some of them out. Hxul dman the

studding sails ! Luff7 bring her to the wind ! Let us see what <u;e (an

make of them. About five we got pretty near them, and found them

to be twenty-six sail of Spanish merchantmen under convey of three

line of battle Ships, one of which chased us ; but when she found we

were playing with her (for the old Phoenix had heels,) she l.-ft cH-ase,

and joined the Convoy ; which they drew up into a lump, and placed
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themselves at the outbide of, but we still kept smelling about till after

dark. Oh for the Hector, the Albion, and a Frigate, and we should

take the whole Fleet and convoy, worth some millions. About eight

o'clock perceived three sail at some distance from the Fleet ; dashed in

between them and gave chase, and was happy to find they steered from

the Fleet, about twelve came up with a large Ship of 26 guns.
" Archer ! every man to his quarters ! run tht lower deck guns out ; and

light the Ship up : shew thisfellow ourforce ; it may prevent bis firing

into us, and killing a man or futo." No sooner said than done. Hoa

the Ship a hoy ! lower allyour saili down, and bring to instantly , or I'll

tink you : clatter, clatter, went the blocks, and away flew all their

sails in proper confusion. What Ship is this ? The Polly ! Whence

come you ? From 'Jamaica.' Where are you bound ? To New YorL

What Ship is that? The Phoenix! Huzza three times by their

whole Ship's company. An old grum fellow of a sailor standing close

by me Oh, d n your three cheers, we took you to be something

else. Upon examination we found it to be as he reported, and that

they had fallen in with the Spanish Fleet that morning, and were chased

the whole day, and that nothing saved them but our stepping in

between ; for the Spaniards took us for three consorts ; and they, for

a Spanish Frigate, till we hail'd them ; the other vessels in company
were likewise bound to New York. Thus was I, from bing worth

thousands in idea, reduced to the old 43. 6d. a day again : for the

little Doctor made the most prize money of us all that day, by winning
the bag, which contained between 30 and 40 dollars ; but this is

nothing to what we Sailors sometimes undergo.
After parting company, we steered S.S.E. to go roundAntonio, and so

to Jamaica (our cruize being out), with our fingers in our mouths, and

all as green as you please. It happened to be my middle Watch ; and

about three o'clock, when a man upon the forecastle bawls oat, Breakers

a head, and land upon the lee bow ;" I looked out, and 'twas so, sure

enough. Ready about ! fat the helm down / " Helm a lee /*' Sir Hyde
heating me put the Ship about, jumped upon deck Archery ivbat's

the matter ? you are putting the Ship about without my orders,
" Sir

'tis time to go about, the ship is almost a shore, there's the land."

Good Cod ! so it is Will the Ship stay ?
" Yes, Sir, I believe she will,

if we don't make any confusion she's all a back forward now."

ff
r
tll) says he, *work the Ship, I ivi/l not speak a single word. The

Ship stay'd very well. Then, heave the lead ! see what water <we

have. " Three fathom" Keep the Ship away! W.X.W. "
by the

mark 3."" This won't do, Archer." AT

0, Sir, ive had beitir haul

more to tht Northward ; nve tame S.S.E. and had better steer N* N. ff,

Steady ! and a quarter 3." This may dot we deepen a little*
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" By the deep four." Vtiy 'well my lad, heave quick,
"

5 fathom 1"

That's a fine feliciv ! another cast nimbly.
'

Quarter less 8." That

njuill do, come ive shall get clear by and by
" Mark under water 5."

What's that ? Only 5 fathom, Sir 1 Turn all hands up, bring the Ship

to an anchor ' All hands bring the ship to an anchor, hoy!" Art

the anchors char ? " In a moment, Sir" All clear ! What water have

you in the chains now ? 8 half nine.-~-
"
Keep fast the anchors till I

call to you." dye, aye, Sir, allfast i I have no ground with this line.

Hoiv many fathom have you out ? pass along the deep tea line ! "
Aye,

aye, Sir." Come are you all ready ? "
All ready, Sir." Heave away,

watch ! watch 1 bear away, veer away; no ground, Sir, with a hun-

dred fathom That's cleinr ! come, Madam Phoenix, there is another

squeak in you yet all do<wn but the nvatcb secure the anchors again~
hea-~vt the muin-top-sail to the mast ; luff ! and bring her to the 'wind.

You see Madam I told you, you should have a little sea jargon : ifyou
can understand half of what is already said, I wonder at it, though it is

nothing to what is to come yet, when the old Hurricane begins. As
soon as the Ship was a little to rights, and all quiet again, Sir Hyde
came to me, and taking my hand in the most friendly manner

Archer, (and tears almost starting from his eyes,) ive ought all to be

much obliged to you for the safely of the Ship, and may be ourselves, and

lilies. I am particularly so, nothing but that instantaneous presence of
mind and calmness, sa--jed her ; another Ship's length and nve were fast

ashoi e ; had you been the least dffident, or have made the least confusion,

so as the Sh:p would have baulk'd ia her ttajs, she must ha*ve b<.en

inimitably lost. Sir, you are very good, but I have done nothing that

I suppose any body else would not have done in the same situation.

I did not turn all the hands up, knowing the watch were well able to

work the Ship ; besides, had ic spread immediately about the Ship, that

she was almost ashore, it might have created a confusion that was bet-

ter avoided. Wtll, says he, 'tis well indeed. At daylight we found that

the Current had set us between the Colladtra's rocks and Cape Antonio,

and that we could not have got out any other way than what we did ;

there was a chance, but Providence is the best pilot. We had sun set

that day twenty leagues to the S.E. of our reckoning, by the current.

After getting clear of this scrape, we thought ourselves weU

off, and made sail for Jamaica, but misfortune seemed to follow

misfortune. The next night, my watch upon deck too, we were

taken with a Squall, like an Hurricane while it lasted ; for though
I saw it coming, and was prepared for it

; yet when it took the Ship,
it roared and laid her down so, that I thought she would never get

up again. However, by keeping her away, and clewing up every

thing, ahe righted. The remainder of the night we had very heavj
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Squall?, and in the morning
1 found the main-mast sprung half war

through : I 2O leagues to the Ueward of Jamaica, the hurricane months

earning ony and the head of the main-mast almost off, and at short alloiv-

ance ; well we must make the best of it. The main-mast was well

fished, but we were obliged to be very tender of car.ying sail. Nothing
remarkable happened afterwards for 10 days, when we chased a

Yankee man of war for 6 hours, but could not get near enough to

her before it was dark, to keep sight of her; so that we lost her fof

want of being able to carry any sail on the main-mast. In about

12 days more we made the Island of Jamaica, having weathered all

the Squalls and put into "Montego bay for water ; so that we had a

strong party for kicking up a dust on shore, having found three men of

war lying there. Dancing, &c. &c. till 2 o'clock every morning ; little

thinking what was to happen in four days' time: for out of the foa
r

men of war that were there, not one of them was in being in that

time, and net a soul of them alive but mubat <wat left of our crew;

and many of the houses where we had been so merry, were so com-

pletely destroyed, that hardly a vestige remained to mark where they

stood : Thy wor/f/ are wonderful) O God ! praised be thy holy name,

September the 3Oth, weighed ; bound for Port Royal, round the

Eastward of the Island : the Barbadoes, and Victor, had sailed the day
before, and the Scarbortf was to sail the next. Moderate weather

until Oct. zd. Spoke to the Barbadoes off Port Antonio in the

evening at eleven at night it began to snuffle, with a monstrous

heavy appearance from the eastward, Close reefed the top-sails.

Sir Hyde sent for me What sort of weather have we, drcber ? " It

blows a little, and has a very ugly look : if we were in any other

country but this, I should say we were going to have a gale of wind."

jlye it looks so very often here, when there is no ivind at all ; however,

don't hoist the top-tails till it clears a little, there is no trusting any

country. At twelve I was relieved ; the weather had the same grum
look: however they made sail upon her, but we had a very dirty

night. At eight in the morning I came up again, found it blowing

hard from the E.N.E. with close reef'd top-sails upon the ship,

heavy Squalls at times. Sir Hyde came upon deck, Well, Arcbtrt

what do yen think of it ? Oh, Sir, 'tis only a touch of the times, we

shall have an observation at 1 2 o'clock, the clouds are beginning to

break, it will clear up at noon, or else blow very hard afterwards."

1 wish it would clear up, but I doubt it much: I was once in a hur-

ricane in the East Indies; and the beginning of it bad much the samt

appearance as this. So take in the top-stilt; ive have plenty ofsea room.

At 1 2 the gale increasing still, we wore Ship to keep as near mid-

channel, between Jamaica and Cuba, as possible; at one the Gale
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increasing still ; at two, harder yet : it still blows harder ! reefed the

courses, and furled them ; brought to under a foul mizen-stay-sail,

head to the Northward. In the evening, no sign of weather taking

toff, but every appearance of increasing, prepared for a proper gale of

wind ; secured all the sails with spare gaskets ; good rolling tackles

upon the yards, spaned the booms ; saw the boats all made fast ; new-

lashed the guns; double breech'd the lower deckers ; saw that the

carpenters had the tarpaulins and battins all ready for hatchways;

got the top-gallant-mast down upon the deck; jib-boom and sprit-,

sail-yard fore and aft; in fact, every thing we could think of to make

a snug Ship.

The poor devils of Birds now began to find the uproar in the ele-

ments, for numbers came on board of us, both of sea and land kinds :

some I took notice of, which happening to be to leeward, turned to

wind.vard like a Ship ; tack, and tack ; for they could not fly against

it, and when they have come over the Ship, dash themselves down on

the deck, and never attempt to stir till picked up ; and when let go
again, would not leave the Ship, but endeavour to hide themselves

from the wind. At eight o'clock a Hurricane ! the sea roaring, but

the wind still steady to a point: did not ship a spoonful of water.

However got the hatchways all secured, expecting what would be

the consequence should the wind shift : placed the carpenters by the

main-mast with broad axes, knowing from experience that at the

moment you may want to cut it away to save the Ship, an axe may
not be found. Went to Supper ; bread, cheese, and porter : The
Purser frightened out of his wits about his bread bags ; the two

Marine Officers as white as sheets, not understanding the Ship's

working so much, and the noise of the lower deck guns ; which by
this time made a pretty screeching, to people not used to it : it

seemed as if the whole Ship's side was going at each roll. Wooden^
our Carpenter, was all this time smoaking his pipe and laughing at

the Doctor ; the second Lieutenant upon deck, the third in his ham-
mock. At ten o'clock I thought to get a little sleep ; came to look

into my cot ; it was full of water, for every seam, by the
straining of

the Ship, had begun to leak; stretched myself therefore upon deck

between two chests, and left orders to be called, should the least thing

happen. At twelve, a Midshipman came to me, Mr.Archer ! <we arejust

going to 'wear Ship, Sir ! " Oh! very well, I'll be up directly ; what
sort of tueatber ba*ve you got ?" It blows a hurricane ! Went upon
deck, found Sir Hyde there .- // blvwt damn'd hardy Archer. " It

does indeed, Sir." / don't know that I ever remember its blowing so hard

before, bat the
Sbif> makes a very good weather of it upon this tack, as

the tows the sea; but <we must ^Mear her, as tbt wind has shifted ta

l
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the S.E. and lue are drawing right upon Cuba; so doyou go forward
and have some hands stand by ; loose the leeyard arm of the foresail,

and when she is right before the wind, 'whip the clue garnet close up and

rttt the sail up.
" Sir ! there is no canvas can stand against this a

moment; if we attempt to loose him, he'll
fly into ribbands in a mo-

ment, and we may lose three or four of our people ; she'll wear by

manning the fore shrouds." No, I dcn't think she 'will. " I'll answer

for it, Sir ; I have seen it try'd several times on the coast of America

with success." Well, try it ; if the dees not tvear, nut can only loost

the fore-sail afttrtaartiu This was a great condescension from such a

man as Sir Hyde. However, by sending about 200 people into the

fore rigging, after a hard struggle she wore ; found she did not make

so good weather on this tack as the other, for as the sea began to

run across, she had not time to rise from one sea before another

lashed against her. Began to think we should lose our Masts, as the

Ship lay very much along, by the pressure of the wind constantly

upon the yards and masts alone
; for the poor mizen-stay-sail had

gone in shreds long before, and the Sails began to fly from the yards

through the gaskets into coach whips. My God ! to think that the

Wind could have such force.

Sir Hyde now sent to see what was the matter between decks, as

there was a good deal of noise. As soon as I was below, one of the

Marine Officers calls out, Good God! Mr. Archer, ive are sinking, the

water is op to the bottom of my cot. Poo, poo, as long as it is not over

your mouth, you are well off; \vhat the devil do you make this noise

for ? I found there was some water between decks, but nothing to be

alarmed at : scuttled the deck, and let it run into the well, found she

made a great deal of water through the sides, and decks ; turned the

watch below to the pumps, though only two feet of water in the well ;

but expected to be kept constantly at work now, as the ship labour'd

much, with hardly a part of her above water, but the quarter deck,

and that but seldom. Come pump away my boy : Carpenters ! get tht

weather chain pump rigged. All ready, Sir ! Then man it, and keep both

fumpi going. At two o'clock the chain pump was choaked : set the

Carpenters at work to clear it ; the two head pumps at work upon
deck : the Ship gain'd upon us while our chain pumps were idle ; in a

quarter of an hour they were at work again, and we began to gain

upon her. While I was standing at the pumps, cheering the people*

the Carpenter's Mate came running to me with a face as long as my
arm " Ob, Sir ! the Ship has sprung a leek in tht Gunner's room.'*

Go then and tell the Carpenter to come to me, but don't speak a word

to any one else ; Mr. Goodinoh, I am told there is a leak in the

Gunner's room; go and see what is the matter, but don't alarm any
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body, and come and make your report privately to me." A little after this

he returned :
'

Sir, there's nothing there, 'tis only the water 'Washing

ttp between the timbers^ tb.it this beobj has taken fir a leak" Oh, very

\vell ! go upon deck, and see if you can keep any of the water from

washing down below." Sir! I have hadfottr people constantly kerp-

ing the hatehivayt secure, but there is such a weight of water upon deck,

that r.o body can ber it v:hen the Ship rolls. Shortly afterwards the

Gunner came to me
;
Mr. Archer^ I should be gladyou tonddfttp this

*way into the magazine for a moment. I thought some damned thing

was the matter, and ran directly, Well what's th: matter here? t{ The

ground tier of powder*is spoiled ; and I want to she\v you that it is not

out of carelessness in me in stowing it, for no powder in the world

could be better stowed : Now, Sir, what am I to do ? if you don't

speak to Sir Hyde he will be angry with mf." I could not but

smile, to see ho.w easy he took the danger of the Ship, and said to

him, Let us shake
off"

this gale of windfrst, and talk of the damaged,

powder afterwards* At four, we had gained upon the Ship a little,

and I went upon deck, it being my watch. The second Lieutenant

relieved me at the pumps. Who can attempt to describe the appear-

ance of things upon deck ? if I was to write for ever I could not give

you an idea of it : a total darkness all above : the sea on fire ; run-

ning as it were in Alps, or pikes of TenerifFe; mountains are too

common an idea : the wind roaring louder than thunder (absolutely no

flight
of imagination) ; the whole made more terrible, if possible, by a

very uncommon' kind of blue lightning. The poor Ship very much

press'd, yet doing what she could ; shaking her sides, and groaning
at every stroke. Sir Hyde upon deck lash'd to windward ! I soon

lashed myself alongside of him, and told him the situation of things
below ; the Ship not making more water than might be expected
with such weather ; that I was only afraid of a gun breaking loose. >

/ am not in the least afraid of that ; I have commonJed her six years,

and have had many a gale of wind in her ; so that her iron wcrk
is pretty well tried, which always gives wayfirst '-Holdfast ! that was
an ugly sea; we mint lower the lower yards, I believe, Archer ; the

Ship is much pressed. If we attempt it, Sir, we shall lose them, for a

mart aloft can do nothing ; beside, there being down would ease the

Ship very little ; the main-mast is a sprung mast
;

I wish it was over-

board without carrying any thing else along with it
; but that can

soon be done, the gale cannot last for ever, 'twill soon be daylight
now." Found by the Master's watch it was five o'clock, though but

a little after four by ours ; glad it was so near daylight, and looked

for it with much anxiety. Cuba, thou art much in our way ! another

vgly sea : sent a Midshipman to bring news from the pumps : the Ship

. <ZT!?ro.u flol.XI. ? e
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was gaining on them very much) for they had broke one of their

chains, but 'twas almost mended again. News from the pump again,

she still gains ! a heavy lee ! Back water from leeward half way up
the quarter deck, filled one- of the cutters upon the booms and tore

her all to pieces ; the Ship lyirg almost upon her beam ends, and not

attempting to right again. Word from below that the Ship still

gained on them, as they could not stand to the pumps, she lay so

much along. Said to Sir Hyde,
" This is no time, Sir, to think of

saving the masts, shall we cut the main-mast away ?" Aye ! as fast

as you can. I accordingly went into the weather chains with a pole

axe to cut away the lanyards ; the Boatswain went to leeward, and

the Carpenters stood by the mast : we were all ready ! when a very

violent sea broke right on board of us, carried every thing upon deck

away ; filled the ship full of water ; the main and mizen masts went :

the Ship righted, but was in the last struggle of sinking irider us. As

soon as we could shake our heads above water, Sir Hyde exclaimed,

We are gone at last, slrcber ! foundered at sea ! tl
Yes, Sir, farewell !

and the Lord have mercy on us !" I then turned about to look for-

ward at the Ship, and thought she was struggling to get rid of some

of the water : but all in vain
',

she was almost full btlow. God

Almighty / I thank thee} that no-iu I am leaving this world, ivkicb /
bave always considered as only a passage to a better, I die ixitb a full

hope of tky mercies, through the merits of Jesus Christ thy Son, cur

Saviour. I then felt cony that I could swim ; as by that means I

might be a quarter of an hour longer dying, than a man who could

not ; as it is impossible to divest ourselves of a wish to preserve life.

At the end of these reflections, I thought I felt the Ship thump, and

grinding our feet : 'twas so! "
Sir, the Ship is ashore" What do you

say ? The Ship is ash: re, ami 7tr may save ourselves yet ! By this time

the quarter deck was full of men that had come up from below
; and

the Lord have mercy on us, flying about from all quarters. The Ship
made every body sensible now that she was ashore; for every stroke

threatened a total dissolution of htr whole frame ; found she was

stern asluire, and the bow broke the sea a good deal, though it was

washing clean over at every stroke. Sir Hyde, Keep to the quarter

deck my lads, naben sb: goes to pieces 'tis your best chance! A provi-

dential circumstance got the fore-rr.ast cut away, that she might not

pay round broad side : lost five men cutting away the foremast, by

the breaking of a sea on board, just as the mast went : that was

nothing; every one expected it would be his own fate next : looked

for day-break with the greatest impatience : at last it came ! but

what a scene did it shew us ! the Ship upon a bed of rocks, moun-

tains of them on one side, and cordeliers of water on the other
; our
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poor Ship grinding, and crying out at every stroke between them ;

going away by piece-meal : however, to shew the unaccountable work-

ings of Providence, that often what appears to be the greatest evil,

proves to be the greatest good that unmerciful sea lifted, and beat

us up so high among the rocks, that at last the Ship scarcely moved.

She was a very strong Ship, and did not go to pieces at the first

thumping, though her decks tumbled in. We fuund afterwards that

she had beat over a ledge of rocks, almost a quarter of a mile without

us ; where if she had struck, every soul of us must have perished. I

now began to think of getting on shore ; so stripped off my coat,

and shoes, for a swim ;
and looked tor a line to carry the end with

me. I luckily could not find one, which gave time for recollection :

this won't do for me, to be the first man out of the Ship, and first

Lieutenant ;
we may get to England again, and people may think I

paid a great deal of attention to myself, and did not care for any body-

else. No, that won't do ;
instead of being first , I'll see every mau,

rick and well, out of her before me.

I now thought there was not a probability of the Ship's going soon

to pieces, therefore had not a thought of instant death : took a look

round with a sort of philosophic eye, to see how the same situation

affected my companions ; and was not surprized to find the most swag-

gering swearing bullies in fine weather, were now the most pitiful

wretches on earth, when death appeared btfore them: several people

that could swim, went overboard to try for the shore ; nine of them

were drowned before our eyes. However, two got safe
; by which

means, with a line we got a hawser on shore and made fast to the

rocks, upon which many went, and arrived safe. There were some

sick and wounded on board, who could not go this way ; so we got
a spare top-sail-yard from the chains, and got one end ashore, and the

other into the cabin window, so that most of the sick got ashore this

way. As I had determined, so I was the last man out of the Ship,
which was about ten o'clock. The gale now began to break. Sir

Hyde came to me, and taking me by the hand, was so affected as to

be hardly able to speak. Archer! I am happy bryir.d expression to

see you on shore! but look at cur poor Phoenix! I turned about, but

could not say a single word, being too full : my mind had been too

actively employed before, but every thing now rushed upon me at

once, so that I could not contain myself; and I indulged for a full

quarter of an hour. By twelve it was pretty moderate ; got some
sails on shore, and made tents, found great quantities of fish drove up
by the sea in holes amongst the rocks ; knock'd up a fire, and had a

jncst cpmfortable dinner. In the afternepn we made a stage from, the
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cabin windows to the rocks, and got out some provisions, and

lest the Ship should go to pieces, and then we must all perish with

hunger and thirst; for we were upon a desolate part of the coast,

and under a rocky mountain, which could not supply us with a single

drop of water.

Slept comfortably this night; and nexr day, the idea of death va-

nishing by degrees, the prospect of being prisoners, perhaps during
the war, at the Havannah, and walking 300 miles to it, through the

woods, was unpleasant ; however, to save life for the present, employed
this day in getting more provisions and water on shore, which was not

an easy matter, on account of decks, guns, and rubbish, that lay over

them, and ten feet of water besides. In the evening I proposed to

. Sir Hyde to repair the remains of the only boat left ; and that I

would venture to Jamaica myself; and if I got safe, would bring ves-

sels to take them all off; a proposal worth thinking of. It was next

day agreed to ;
so got the cutter on shore and set the Carpenters to

work on her ; in two days she was ready, and at four o'clock in the

afternoon, I embarked with four volunteers, and a fortnight's provi-

sions : hoisted English colours as we put off from the shore, and;

received three cheers from the lads left behind, which we returnedf

and set sail with a light heart : having not the least doubt, that with

God's assistance, we should soon come back and bring them all off-

Had a very squally night, and a very leaky boat ; so as to keep two

buckets constantly bailing. Steered her myself the whple night by
the stars ;

and in the morning saw the Island of Jamaica, distant

about twelve leagues. At eight in the evening arrived in Monteg*

bay.
I must now begin to leave off, particularly as I have but half an

hour to conclude, else my pretty little short letter will lose its passage,

vihich I should not like after being ten days at different times

writing it; beating up with the conv.oy to the northward, which is a

reason that this epistle will never readwell ; for I never sat down with

a proper disposition to go on with it
;
but as I knew something of

.the kind would please you, I was resolved to finish it ; yet it will not

bear an overhaul ; so don't expose your son's nonsense. But to pro-

ceed : I instantly sent off an express to the Admiral ; another to the

Porcupine man of war : and went myself to Martha Bray to get vesr

scls ; for all their vessels here, as well as many of their houses, were

gone to Maco. Got three small vessels, and set out back again to

Cuba, where I arrived the fourth day after leaving them. I thought
the Ship's- crew would have devoured me on my landing; they

me up on their shoulders presently, and carried me to th$
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tent where Sir Hyde was. I must omit many little anecdotes that

happened on shore for want of time ; but I shall have a number of

stories to tell when I get alongside of you ; and the next time I visit

you, I shall not be in such a hurry to quit you as I was the last, for

then I hoped my nest would have been pretty well feathered j but my
tale is forgot. I found the Porcupine had arrived that day, and the

lads had built a boat almost ready for launching, that would hold fifty

men ; which was intended for another trial in case I should have

foundered. Next day embarked all our people that were left,

amounting to 250 ; for some had died of the wounds they got coming
on shore

; others by drinking rum ; and others had straggled into the

country. All our vessels were so full of people, that we could not take

away the few cloaths that were saved from the wreck ; that was a

trifle, since our lives and liberties were saved. To make short of my
story, we all arrived safe at Montego bay ; and shortly after at Port

Royal, in the Janus, which was sent on purpose for us, and were all

honourably acquitted for the loss of the Ship. I was made Admiral's

Aide-de-Camp, and a little after sent down to St. Juans, Captain of

the Resource, to bring what were left of the poor devils to Blue fields

on the Musquitto shore ; and then to Jamaica, where they arrived

after three months' absence, and without a prize, though I looked out

hard, off Porto Bella and Cartbagena. Found in my absence that I

had been appointed Captain of the Tobago; where I remain his Ma-

jesty's most true and faithful servant, and my dear Mother's

Most dutiful Son,

; ARCHER.

The following is the Copy of a Letter to Mr. MOTTLEY, from an

Officer on board the Squadron off the Black Rocks, dated at Seq

March 26, 1 804, and affiearelF
in the Portsmouth Telegraph the <$tb

ff April,

SIR,

YESTERDAY we witnessed an event, one of the most affecting

that occurs in a seaman's life, including those only, which, as in

the present instance, involve neither disgrace nor suspicion of miscon-

duct. Between eight and nine o'clock in the morning, the Magnifi-

cent, of 74 guns, lying at anchor off the Saintes*, with the Impetueux,

*
Opprgbrioiuly called, by Officcrt, the Black Rocks,
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the Colossus, and the Montague, in the act of getting under weigh,
struck on an unknown shoal of rocks, the discovery of which has been

dearly purchased for future pilots by the utter loss of this noble vessel.

Those who are at all acquainted with the character of Captain Jervis,

and the other Officers of the Magnificent, need not be told, that every

possible exertion was made, nothing left undone that nautical skill

could suggest, or courage and promptness could execute. The boats

were hoisted out, and the pumps kept in full action ; but to no pur-

pose. In less than an hour after she had struck, the water was up
to her orlop deck. Nothing now remained but to preserve the crew,

and the Captain made signals accordingly. His Majesty's ships Indefa-

tigable and 1'Aigle anchored on the bows cf the Magnificent ; and the

Pickle schooner, and Fox cutter, on her starboard quarter. The
boats of the squadron deserve every praise for the alertness with

which they gave their assistance. The signals, which the occasion

required, were made by the Captains of the respective ships, and

as promptly executed : And though, no doubt, it were to be wished

that the discovery of the shoals had been made at a less dear rate,

than the loss of such a Ship, and of all its stores, yet it must have been

a great consolation to Captain Jervis, as well as satisfaction to the

Admiralty and the public, that not a man was lost. Every soul had

been rescued before half past ten ; the time at which she foundered.

Captain Jervis went on board the Montague to his particular friend,

Captain Qtway, who, with the Officers and boats of the Montague
had been eminently zealous and active.

" No shade of blame rests on Captain Jervis or his Officers. The
French pilots were themselves ignorant of the shoal ; it is not marked

down in any existing chart. Some of us present remembered the fine

song of Cowper on the loss of the Royal George, and compared our

own misfortune with that infinitely greater calamity. We have lost

Ship, stores, ammunition ; we have preserved skill, courage, loyalty

a crew of British sailors ! Wishing heartily, however, that iny next

piay communicate better tidings,

" I remain, Sir, &c."

'< P.S. There are nineteen sail of the line in Brest harbour, with,

their sails bent, and ready to come out ; four of them are three

deckers.''
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FOURTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS
OF NAVAL INQUIRY.

[Continued from page 226.]

first division or column contains the names of the persons

entitled to shares, arranged in classes, according to their rank ;

the second column shews the quality of the persons entitled ; the

third, the amount of their respective shares ; the fourth, the time

of the shares being paid ; the fifth column is allotted to the signature

of the party receiving; and the sixth, to the name of the witness

attesting the receipt. Lists of this sort are put into the hands of a

recall agent, where he is to make the whole distribution ; where a

part distribution has already taken place, he is furnished with ex-

tracts from the lists containing the names, qualities, &c. of those

only whose shares remain unpaid.

Stated days twice a month were fixed by him for the private agent*

of seamen to attend. Upon these days it was usual for the private

agents and attornies, or persons so representing themselves, to resort

to the recall agent, and (strange as it may appear) instead of giving
in a list of the persons whose shares they profess to be entitled to re-

ceive, they were permitted to look through the distribution-list, and

to sign their names in the fifth column as attornies for as many of the:

claimants as they thought proper. A few days after they called again,

and then used to receive the amount of the shares for which they had

signed, without producing any authority under which they acted, or

pretended to act. Within three or four years past this practice was

in some measure altered. The private agents or attornies were allowed

at their first coming to sign the lists as before ; but they were re-

quired to leave their authorities to be inspected by the recall agent,

who, upon their next coming, paid or withheld the shares for which

they had signed, according as he was, or was not, satisfied with the

authorities produced. Their signatures were not, however, erased

from the shares not paid them, but remained, from an expectation (as

it is alledged), that they might afterwards produce better authorities,

and clear up the doubts which prevented their receiving the money in

the first instance. It was stated, indeed, that these signatures were

always erased when the time arrived for accounting with Greenwich

Hospital, and that the recall agent had the following check against

their being mistaken for receipts, as they import ; namely, that the

signatures set against the shares actually paid (and those only) were

attested by themselves, or one of their clerks, in the sixth column.
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It is obvious, that this mode of signing the lists for shares not received

was likely to create errors, and was capable of being used as a cover

for fraud. This practice too was (it seems) reformed about twelve

months ago ; and the authorities are now left with the recall agent to

be compared with the lists before^the private agent or attorney is per-

mitted to sign. Nevertheless, we have thought it proper to enter

into a detail of this mode of signing the lists, becanse we have no

means of ascertaining whether the reform is general, unless we should

bring before us every agent who pays recalls ; and though it were

general, yet there is no security that the abuses which have existed

in this branch may not at any time be renewed. In some of the lists

which we examined, we observed in this fifth column, the signatures

of persons not professing to be the immediate attornies to the parlies

interested: the entries wtre in this form :
" A. B. for C. D. Atty."

The recall agents are also in the habit of corresponding with the petty

agents at the ports, who may be said to trade iu prize-money, and

frequently debit themselves in the distribution-lists as acting for them,

charging a commission of two and a naif per cent. The entry in the

fifth column is then made in this form :
" A. B. (the recall agent)

for C. D. Atty." or A. B. (the recall agent), for C. D. on account

of E. F. Atty." It is apparent, that the recall agent sometimes sur-

mises, that the money so paid over by him to persons having or

pretending to have powers, does f*t reach the true owner. For it

will be found in the evidence of Mr. James Poulain, that he required

deeds of indemnity from two persons to whom he and his partner were

in the habit of making many payments for shares of prize money.
One of these deeds which we inspected, was dated so late as the

17th of March, 1802, and was made between Messrs. Poulain and

Keys, and Benjamin Hitchin?, by the description of navy agents.

It recited, that Messrs. Poulain and Keys had paid to the said

Benjamin Hitchins, several sums of money due to Officers and

seamen for proportions 6f prize money, the said Benjamin Hitchins

aating (as he alledged) as attorney or agent for such Officers and sea-

men j but not producing at the time the powers whereby he, or the

persons he represented, were empowered to receive ; and farther,

that they were likely to pay him other sumi in like manner, and might
be called upon to pay the same over again. Then followed a covenant

of indemnity against all such payments made since the first of January*

1793, and also against all such payments as should afterwards be made

by them.

When a list is about to be closed, preparatory to paying over

the unclaimed shares to Greenwich Hospital, in which list any
hares of Officers remain unpaid, it appears to have been usual for
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the clerks of the recall agent to give notice to such Officers of their

claims, and to receive For so doing a gratuity of two and a half pt
r

cent, commission.

That persons entitled to shares should be informed of it, is perfectly

right ; but the fact is stated for the purpose of drawing the following
inference: If it happen, even in a few instances, that Officers are igno-
rant of such claims at the distance of three years and three months after

the first distribution (the period allowed for the agents to pay over

the unclaimed shares to Greenwich Hospital), surely it must happen
in many cases, that the inferior classes of seamen are not informed of

their rights, and so they or their families lose the benefit belonging
to them. Add to tin's, that the seaman's ignorance of his right is an

incitement to the fraudulent practices before mentioned; namely, the

leceiving of his prize money by means of pretended powers.

Another evil arising from irregularity may properly be noticed

here. The powers of attorney given by seamen are frequently ge-

neral, and extend to wages, prize, bounty money, &c. due, or

which may become due to them.

The same power is often executed by many seamen, in some instan-

ces by as many as two hundred or more, some claiming shares under

some dictributions, some under others. One reason assigned for these

general powers, and for inserting so many names in one power, is,

that if separate powers were given for every prize, or distinct powers

by every claimant, the cost of the power, upon which the stamp duty
alone is fifteen shillings, would often exceed the money to be received.

It is to be observed, that the powers so executed by many having
distinct interests, with one stamp only, are not valid in law, and

therefore should not be permitted. Yet we find, that not only the

inferior agents, but those of the greatest respectability, and most

extensive concerns, have been in the practice of paying to the persons

appointed by them. We believe that this facility has often proceeded

from a good motive, an unwillingness to delay or refuse payment to

the seamen ; but it should be remembered, that the observance of

form and regularity is a protection against dtceit ; and that the neglect

of such precautions leads to abuses. It is manifest that the illiterate

are very likely to be imposed upon by these general powers ; and it

is not to be supposed that a sailor will consider much the contents or

effect of a paper which he executes in concert with fifty or an hundred

shipmates.

In giving an account of the emoluments of a prize agent, we no-

ticed, that the commission was not wholly received by the efficient

agent, but that others, not doing any part of the business, shared his

emoluments, who wtre either joined in the appointment, or had a secret

Ho:. XI.
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understanding vviih him. This strikes us as an improper proceed-

ing, not to be passed over without farther notice. An evil may na-

t ira ly be expected to flow from it, namely, tlrat the efficient agent*

deprived bj these means of such profit from his commission as would

be a fair retribution for his labour, will seek an equivalent from other

sources, and will be tempted to make good this drawback by impro-

per charges to be deducted from the proceeds. On the other hand,

if that \vhii>i remains to the agent, after the^e defalcations, be a suf-

ficient remuneration, it proves that the captors are charged unjustly

with the excess. Perhaps it may be sad, that the real agent derives

a considerable exclusive profit from the money in his hands, of which

lie has the use m c; : sc of appeal, commonly for three years, and often

for double that period ;
but surely this would be pleading one abuse as

a palliative for another. The agent can have no claim to the use of

this money. It was ntver meant as part of his profit. Ic sets his

interest at variance with his duty j and for that reason, if there were

rio other, it should n.'t be permitted to continue among the sources

of his emolument^ Strong suspicions have been entertained *, that

among some of the agents abroad it has actually led to the basest

treachery. Whether any thing so iniquitous as is there surmised can

be justly imputed to this eause or not, there appear to be abundant

reasons for not" allowing the agents t'a have the use of the proceeds of

prizes to such an amount, and for so long time, as was permitted Jir

the late war* The property is in many instances too great to be

trusted to an individual, especially if that individual be engaged iff

trade; and most of the prize-agents abroad are merchants. They are

tempted to speculate upon it; and we find that some of the most con-

siderable among them have failed at different periods for very large

sums. The principal agency house in Jamaica, which is said to have

been concerned in nine-tenths of the captures carried into that island

during the last war, amounting in value to about two millions one

hundred and forty-three thousand pounds sterling, has been very

lately under pecuniary embarrassments + ; and at that time they were

* See Captain Cothrane's Examination, page 222.

t The Examination of Mr. Henry Devis, Clerk to Messrs. Willit and

Waterlouse \ taken vpon Oath the \yb of dpril, 1803.

Kow long have you been a clerk to Messrs. Willis and Waterhouse ? I ari.

rived at Jamaica in the month of May or June 1800, and became a clerk to Mr.

Benjamin Watcrhouse, a partner in that house, and remained with him at Ja-
maica as principal clerk until November 1801; my employment was keeping
their books generally, a aicrchant* and as prize agents.
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greatly in arrear to Greenwich Hospital for unclaimed shares, and

had in their hands more than one hundred and niiuty seven thousand

Is the account current now ho\yn you, between Thomas Finch, late Mas-

ter's Mace of his Majesty's ship Revtulus, and the house of V.'illis and Water-

house, an exact copy from tlu-ir books? It is a copy in substance, but not is

form, a balance having been struck at Jamaica previous to the entry of the !a?t

item on the debit and credit sides of the account.

What authority was there from the late Mr. Finch for opening such account

current? ] do not know any more than by advancing him monies prior to any

prize mcney for captures becoming payable ; we were in consequence oblige. I

to open an account current with him.

Has it been a general practice with the house at Jamaica to open account*

current under similar circumstances?, Yes, it has.

Are the vouchers for the account current of Thomas Finch in England ?

They are not.

Arc copies of the books of Willis and U'aterhouse at Jamaica transmitted to

the house in London ? They are not ;
a great part of the original books were

brought over by me, relating to their general concerns, and also the greatest

part of the prize lists ; the books of the house of Willis and Waterhouse at Ja-

maica, and John Willis and Co. in London, are kept perfectly distinct; and

except for head money, bills, and some cochineal, and other
trifling matters

sent to England, I do not believe there are any transfers of prize concerns made
from the books of Willis and Watei house at Jamaica, to those of John Willis

and Co. of London. Since my arrival J have made various payments to Officers,

and Messrs. Poulain and Keys have recalled the lists for the petty Officers and

seamen, which has been done by sums of money paid by John Willis and Co.

on account of Willis and Waterhouse, which was reguUily charged to their

account.

Were all the distributions of prize-money, placed to the credit of the account

of Mr. Finch, actually made on or before tbe 6th of June, 1798, the day on

which they are placed to his credit ? I cannot speak from memory ; I must

have reference to the books.

Did you ever discharge any prize money on the distribution list of the Re-

guhjs, to th,c account current of 1 homas Finch, and witness the same ? I

believe I have ; but I cannot speak with certainty.

What is meant by the credit given to Mr. Finch on ijtli of May, 1799, by
his orders on Newton for 59!. l.js. 4d. ? I do not know..

Has the balance of the account, as stated, been paid to the representatives of

Thomas Finch ? I do not know; but I apprehend that it was remitted at the

tame time that the account was forwarded by the Jane in July, 1799.

Do you not apprehend, if the balance of this account h*d been remitted to

the party, or his representatives, that their name or names would have stood

in the books? Certainly; but without knowing the person to whom the bill

might have been remitted, I cannot trace in the bill book the name of the

person.

Can you prove by the books you have in England, whether the balance of

Thomas Pinch's account has been actually paid or not .'1 think so.

If the representatives of Thomas Finch, duly authorised, should apply to you

%l Ucrfc to the house of Willis and Waterhouss, would you, as soon as the house
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pounds depending on appeals, besides the proceeds of prizes

undistributed, amounting to ninety-five thousand pounds, retained

renews its payments, pay the balance of that account ? Certainly ;
if I could

not prove that it had been previously paid.

Do the house of Willis and Co. having a balance of prize-money which may
have been carried to the account current of a person deceased, take any means

of discovering and giving notice of such balance to the family or representatives

of the deceased ? They certainly do give notice ;
for prior to the expiration of

three years, when the money is paid into Greenwich Hospital, they advertise

the lists for recall, stating the name of the King's ship making the capture, and

the name of the prize. 1 conceive that every party interested will, on seeing
such advertisement, naturally apply to know whether they arc entitled to receive

any part thereof.

Do you in such advertisement mention the balances which remain in your
hands of prize-money, which has been carried to an account current; between

you and the party ? No.

Do you take any other means of giving information to the representatives of

deceased. Officers or seamen of the balance of prize-money in your hands ? -I

know of no other information that can be given.

4re Pot tne greatest number of prize-lists which you brought honje with

you from Jamaica, books on which payments have been made on that island ?

Yes.

Has it been the invariable practice of the house here to advertise pu.ch pay-
ments in this country afterwards ? Messrs. Poulain and Keys having had the

recall of them, I believe have invariably advertised them, as it is a regular

charge made by them.

Is it the practice, in making payment to Greenwich Hospital of unclaimed

.shares of prize-money, to pay in the balance of prize-money which may have

been carried to account current? It has been done in several instances, and

Mr. Waterhouse sent his books over to England for the purpose of paying sums

that might be due to the parties ;
and it was his intention, after he had brought

his business within certain limits, to pay over to Greenwich Hospital all sums

standing due on accounts current to Officers in the navy.

Have the unclaimed shares of captures, stated in the account current of Tho-

mas Finch, been paid into Greenwich Hospital ? They have.

Has the balance of his account current been paid in ? It has not.

Why has it not ? I do not know.

When Messrs. Willis and Waterhouse employ Messrs. Poulain and Keys to

recall prize-money, is it the practice to furnish them with the original distribu-

' tion list, or a copy of it, or only an extract from it of the unpaid shares? They
have the original lists, and extract the open shares themselves.

As you say you would certainly pay to the representatives of Thomas Finch

the balance of his account current, if you could not prove that it had been paid,
have you not employed yourself to ascertain whether it has been paid or no,
since the receipt of the precept for the pioduction of the account current ?

In part I have, but not sufficiently to warrant me to pay without a further

reference.

What have been the usual charges made by Messrs. Willis and Waterhou.je

upon the prizes consigned to their management? An agency commission of

I
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principally for the purpose of defraying the expenses of the ap-

peals.

fnre per cent, upon the gross amount of the proceeds ; besides the actual ex-

penses incurred in the condemnation and sale of the prizes, and distribution of

the money.

H. DEVIS.

a. W. Pole.

-wan Lain.

"John Ford.

Jienry Nicbolls.

Further Question, and Reply thereto, put the \
^.th Day of dbri!t

1803.

Have you examined the books and accounts of Messrs. Willis and AVater-

liouse, so as to ascertain whether the balance of Thomas Finch's account ha.s

been paid or not, either to himself or his representatives ? I have examined
the books of John Willis and Co. and do net find that such balance was paid

by them on account of Willis and Waterhouse.

H. DEV13.
Cl. U.Pole.

ivan La-w,

John ford,

Henry N'uLolIs.

^The further Examination of Mr. Henry Devil, 'CItr% to Messrs. Willis

and Waierhouse ; taken upon Oath the \qtb of April, 1803.

Do you conceive yourself, or Mr. John Willis, most capable of giving tis infor-

tnation on the subject of the prize concerns of Messrs. Willis and Waterhouse ?

I think myself; Mr. Willis has not been at Jamaica I believe since the year

1784, and has had no management or controul in prize agency whatever.

Fpr what number of captures do you suppose the house of Willis and Water-

house has been concerned ? About fourteen hundred.

What do you apprehend has been their value ? About three millions of Ja-

maica currency, or 2, 143,000!. sterling.

What proportion of prize-agency do you apprehend the house of Willis and

Waterhouse had of the general prize agency business at Jamaica ? I should

think nine tenths.

What is the balance now in their hands ? The amount of prizes undistri-

buted is about 181,00;!. currency, or 129,28$!. sterling; out of which about

48,000!. currency, or 34,285!. sterling, has been advanced to Officers; and the

amount of vessels pendingjin the Court of Appeals is 377,000!. currency, or

197,857!, sterling. The best part of the 181.000!. currency, or 129,285!. ster-
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Another irregularity which we have had occasion to observe in the

business of prize agents, is, that they have in many respects disre-

ling, is reserved, by desire of the captors, to defray any expenses or damages
which may be incurred in prosecuting the appeals to the amount above stated.

The unclaimed shares, I believe, do not amount to above i Spool, sterling.

Upon what authority has prize-money for vessels condemned been reserved,

pending the appeal of other vessels ? By the authority of the Captains making
the captures, sometimes by letter, and sometimes verbally.

Has the house of Willis and Waterhouse constantly given notice in the Ga-

zette or other public paper, as required by act of Parliament, previous to the

payment of prize-money ? I believe invariably.

Has it been the practice of Messrs. Willis and Waterhouse, as prize agents at

Jamaica, to deliver to the Collector, Customer, or Searcher of his Majesty's

Customs there, two of the gazettes or other newspapers in whiqh notifications

of the payment of prize-money have been given, as directed by the 56th Jrcciion

of the Prize-act ? 1 do not know whether it has or has not been done.

Has the amount of sales of prizes captured by ships which may have returned.

to England from Jamaica, or of unpaid shares, been constantly remitted to the

liouse of John Willis and Company, to enable them to make the payments in

England ? No, they certainly have not ; and the principal business of Mr-
Waterhouse sending his books to England by me, was to pay such amount of

prizes remaining in his hands.

Has it been usual with the house of Willis and Waterhouse, on the capture

cf prizes, to advance money to the captors before die general distribution ?

It has.

Has not the house of Willis and Waterhouse been in the practice of dis-

charging shares of prize-money on the distribution lists, to accounts current ?

Yes.

What authority do they require from individuals for opening accounts cur-

rent ? 1 believe we have no other authority for discharging priae-money to

account current, but the necessity of so doing from having advanced money on

account of such prize-money.

Have they carried prize-money to account current out of the distribution

lists, in cases where there has been no balance due to them on account, as well

as where they have been in advance to the parties ? Not to my recollection*

without being desired to do so by the parties,

Having credited any person in an account current for the amount of his prize-

money received by you, do you conceive yourselves justified in letting it pasa

out of your hands, other than by the order of such person, or of his legal repre-

sentative ? No; but should it not be claimed during the three years, it would

be paid by Mr. Waterhouse into Greenwich Hospital, as has been done in

some instances of the Officers of his Majesty's ships Regulus and Magicienne.

Did not the house of Willis and Waterhouse act as agents for many of the

Admirals, Captain*, and Lieutenants, on the Jamaica station, and in conse-f

quence receive their prize-money, and carry the amount to their respective cre-

dits in accounts current ? We opened accounts current with all the Admirals

and Captains for whose ships we were agents, and for Lieutenants in. suc.h in-,

stances as we might have advanced monies on account.
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.d the directions of the Statute passed for the regulation

Have they, at the expiration of the term for paying the balance into Green-

wich Hospital, paid Over also what balance of prize money may have been in

their hands belonging to such persons as above mentioned ? I uo not know

any instances where there were any balances due to Admirals or Captains,

excepting to such as Were entitled to receive the same themselves, or their re-

presentatives.

Are there no balances due to any Admirals, Captains, or Lieutenants, now in

the hands of Messrs. Willis and Waterhonse, on account of prize-money which

has been distributed upwards of three years ? I cannot recollect.

At the period for paying to Greenwich Hospital the unclaimed shares of prize-

fnoney, dors the house of Messrs. Willis and Waterhouse close their distribu-

tion list, or keep it opeji for payments till the time when they shall actually

send their accounts to the Hospital, and pay in the balance ? Payments are

continued to be made upon the lists until the unclaimed shares are paid into

Greenwich Hospital.

Do you understand a distribution list to be discharged, when it is stated

against the name of any party, that his prize-money has been carried to account

current ? - No ; 1 conceive it to be'the intention of Mr. Waterhouse to pay into

Greenwich Hospital all balances of prize-money whicn may be entered in an

account current ; I only consider it so far discharged at the amount of debt to

Willis and Wattrhouse.

For what purpose do you receive from the distributicfi lists more than is suf-

ficient to discharge such debt ? We give credit for the whole amount of tha

prize-money, with the intention of paying the balance to the parties.

When you pay over to Greenwich Hospital the unpaid shares of prize money,
at the expiration of the time prescribed by the Act, do you accompany the ac-

count with a copy of the general distribution list, shewing; what persons have

been paid, and in whose names the balance appears due, or enly give in an ac-

count of the unpaid shares ? -We did not, until Tanuary last, give in an account

of the shares paid ; but it was requested to be done by the Deputy Treasurer,

and we complied therewith.

Is not the mode of carrying prize-money to account current, and then paying
back to Greenwich Hospital the balance of the account, liable to uncertainty, as

this balance may be decreased or diminished by other articles being blended in

the account current, not belonging to prize money .'It is so.

What is the number of accounts current open by the hous: of Willis and

Waterhouse, with different persons, on account of prise money ? I can-

not tell.

Are they to any great number? There arc a great many.
Has not the house of \Villis and Waterhouse been prosecuted for penalties,

for not complying with the regulations of the act respecting prize-agency ?

hot that I know of.

Is there any bill in Chancery against the house of Willis and Waterhouse,

brought by the Officers of Greenwich Ho.<pital on the subject of prize-agency ?

There is one existing now for their refusal to pay interest on certain unclaimed

shares.

Has not the house of Willis and Waterhouse lately supsnded its payments ?

"\ cs. since the jd of March ; but I expect they will resume their payments ia a

few days.
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of their conduct (as before noticed) at the beginning of the

last war.

What allowance do Messrs. Willis and Waterhouse make to Messrs. PouLin

and Keys, or other agents, for paying recalls? One half per cent.

What proofs do Messrs. Willis and Waterhouse require of the payments made

by Messrs. Poulain and Keys ? They give in a statement of the different

classes paid, and their amount, and we have reference to their lists of recall, to

*ee if the discharges given to them are sufficient, which, should they not be,

we are liable to double payment as the actual agents.

In giving security at Jamaica for the amount of prizes in appealed cases,

what number of persons may at different times have been joined with the house

of Willis and Waterhouse ? I do not know whom, or what number of persona

may have given bail for the house.

H. DEVIS.
Cb. M. Pott.

iuan Lain,

John Ford.

Henry Nitballs.

Alteration made ly desire of this Examinant, \$tb of April, I 8c j.

There are balances due to several, but to none that I recollect who have
rot claimed them, or who are not acquainted with such monies being due to

them.

H. DEVIS.
a. M. P&.
-wan LC-M.

John Fort/,

ifeary A'L'&illt.

DESCRIPTION OF PLATE CXLIX.

'J'HIS
Marine View from S pithead, by Mr. Pocock, re-*

presents a Sloop of VVa,r lying-to, with her Head-Sails

to the Mast ; on the fore ground an Oyster Smack is intro-

duced, and in distance to the left a Galliot Gun-Vessel ;

Beyond this is seen FORT MONKTON, a favourite design of

the Duke of Richmond : the South Part of it occupies the

place where the Gillkkkers used to stand, as a Mark for

coming through the Narrows into Spithead from the Sea-

ward. To the Right of the Mouth of the Harbour are

seen Portsmouth Church, the Platform, and Flag Staff.

In the Guide, or Abstract of the History of Portsmouth,

which was published by Mottley in 1802, and of which an
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account will soon be given in our Literary Department; we

have the following particulars relative to Portsmouth Harbour

and Spithead :

" This sea road between the Isle of Wight and the continent of

Hampshire, from Cowes to St. Helen's, is near 20 miles in length,

and in some places three miles broad : It is capable of receiving with

case more than a thousand sail of shipping. The anchoring ground
is kept exceeding good by the flux and reflux of the water, from east

to west twice every tide. It is thus rendered so safe, that seamen call it

The King's Bed-chamber. Even the Sands contribute to its safety :

the Spit, or bank of sand lying to the North, breaks the sea on

that side
;

the Horse's Bank does the same to the East, and Norman's

Land, and the Mother Bank, the same on the South.
" Portsmouth harbour is not broader at the mouth than the Thames

at Westminster ; and, as the water flows seven, and ebbs but four

hours, the flux is greater out than in
; so that.the bottom is always

scouring, and the water running out in an angle ; this throws the

bar to the S.W. and forms a bank called the Spit j leaving a channel

close under the shore to South Sea Castle."

The Town of Portsmouth is in Lat. 50 deg. 47 min. N. and Long,
one deg. 6 min. W* where it is high water on full and change days,

at a quarter past eleven o'clock. The Academy is in Lat. 50 deg.

48 min. N. Some curious Letters respecting Portsmouth appeared
IH the London Chronicle for 1800, signed Preventer .

NAVAL LITERATURE.

The Ship-wrecl, a Poem ly W. FALCONER, a Sailer : the Text iJJut~

(rated by additional Notes, and corrected from the First and Second

Editions, with A Life of the Author, by JAMES STANIER CLARKE,
F.R.S. Wear of Preston, and Chaplain of the Household to the Prince*

Royal'and Imperial Oftavo. 1804. (220 Pages.)

R. CLARKE continues his labours in Naval Literature

with undiminished zeal, and has relaxed his mind,
after the fatigues of composing the first volume of his Na-
tional Work on the Progress of Discovery, by the no\v

pleasing task of the Biographer, and Critic. A Life of Fal-

r?ati. elljron. QoI.XI. & R
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coner had long been despaired of by literary men ; and if

our memory does not fail us, Dr. Anderson, in his edition,

declared that no materials existed. We therefore opened
this volume with surprise, and have perused it with consi-

derable pleasure.

In addition to this valuable Biographical Memoir, we

are indulged with many new Notes not only by the Editor,

but by his Brother who has lately returned from his travels in

Greece, and by Captain George Clarke, of the Braakel, who,
at the close of the year 1802, was nearly shipwrecked in the

very place which Falconer celebrates, at the entrance of

Porto Leone, the harbour of Athens. We have also Notes

from Mr. Pocock, the Rev. W. L. Bowles, and a learned

Neapolitan : and the whole is illustrated by five Vignettes,

and three large plates from the correct and marine pencil of

Mr. Pocock, engraved by Fittler in his best manner. A
more splendid Literary Monument could not have been

raised to the memory of Falconer.

Our first attention will be directed to the life : the princi-

pal materials of which were contributed by Governor and

Lieutenant Hunter, and by Mr. Murray, of Fleet Street.

Mr. William Falconer was born about the year 1730, and

was the son of an industrious barber at Edinburgh: all the

children, except our author, were either deaf of dumb ; and

two of them died in the poor house at Edinburgh, labouring

under their infirmities. Falconer commenced his naval

career on board a merchant vessel at Lei th; he afterwards

served in the capacity of a servant to Campbell, the author

of Lexiphanes, when purser of a ship.

Falconer was afterwards Second Mate of a vessel employed
in the Levant Trade, which was shipwrecked during her

passage from Alexandria to Venice. Only three of the crew

survived, and from this melancholy event he drew the out-

line, and characters, of The Shipwreck. He continued in

the Merchant service, until by dedicating his Poem to His

Royal Highness Edward Duke of York, in the spring of
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1762, he had gained h5s patronage. By this excellent Prince

he was advised to quit the Merchant service for the Royal

Navy, and was accordingly rated a Midshipman on board

Sir Edward Hawke's Ship, the Royal George; when Fal-

coner began his friendship with Governor Hunter, who
came from the same part of Scotland, and was a Midship-
man on board the same Ship. At the Peace of 176 , the

Royal George was paid off, when Falconer was introduced to

the gallant brother of his friend, Mr. William Hunter, then

Midshipman on board the Sutherland ; at present the Vete-

ran Lieutenant of Greenwich Hospital, who, like the Gover-

nor, is universally beloved and respected.

On the death of his Royal Pation, Frederick Duke of

York, Sept. 17, 1763, Falconer was advised by his friends to

exchange the military for the civil line in rhe Royal Navy,
and accordingly in the course of the above year he was

appointed Purser of the Glory Frigate, of 32 guns, which

was afterwards called the Apollo. He soon afterwards mar-

ried Miss Hicks, the daughter of the Surgeon of Sheerness

yard : Mr. Clarke is of opinion that Mrs, Falconer is still

living ; if so, it is probably in the neighbourhood of Roches-

ter. Through the medium of our CHRONICLE, we may be

able to assist Mr. Clarke in this respect, and should be glad

if any of our friends could assist this Gentleman, by forward-

ing to us any further information relative to Falconer : as

Mr. Clarke observes, Mrs. F., if living, may possess not only
a miniature of her husband, but many manuscripts and

letters which would tend to throw additional light on his

Biography.

When the Glory was laid up in Ordinary at Chatham,

Commissioner Hanway, brother to the celebrated Jonas Han-

way, became the patron of our Naval Poet. The Captain's

cabin was ordered to be fitted with a stove, and witli every
addition of comfott, that Falconer might pursue his literary

occupations. In this retirement he finished his celebrated

dictionary of the Marine: an improved edition ot which has

been long prepared by Mr. M'Arthur, the author of Naval

4
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Court Martials, &c. and we can only lament that the na-

merous avocations of this Gentleman have not allowed him
Jeisure to send this edition to press.

Falconer, after this, resided in a garret in London, an4

gained a pittance by writing, under Mallet, for the Critical

Review. In 1768, Mr. Murray, the father of the present

"bookseller, offered Falconer a share in the bookselling busi-

ness, in which Mr. Murray succeeded Mr. Sandby. This

however was not accepted, or at least continued in by
Falconer : who in 1769 was appointed Purser to the Aurora

Frigate, Captain Lee, on board of which he sailed for India,

with Messrs. Vansittart, Sciofton, and Forde, who promise4

him the lucrative post of being their private Secretary.

The Ship sailed from England on the 3Oth of September,

1769; an account of its safe arrival at the Cape is given in a,

letter, published in Mr. Duncombe's Collection (Vol. Ill,

p. 137.) Captain Lee, though a stranger to the Mosambeque
Channel, would not be dissuaded from attempting it : which

so much displeased Mr. Vansittart, that if an out\vard-bound

East Indiaman had been at the Cape, he would have quitted

the Aurora. Mr. Clarke then informs us, that on the igth

of November, 1773, a Black was examined before the East

India Directors, who affirmed, that he was one of five per-?

sons who had been saved from the wreck of the Aurora j that

the said Frigate had been cast away on a reef of rocks off

Mocoa ; that he was. two years upon an Island after he

escaped ; and was at length miraculously preserved by a

country ship happening to touch on that Island.

Such is the very imperfect outline, which we are enabled tp

give, of the information that appears in this Biographical

Memoir, which extends through thirty-four pages. In ou?

next we shall consider the Notes ;
and examine the Poetry

tinder our Poetical Department. The Dirge of Poor Orion,
which closes this Memoir, }s among the most beautiful of

Mr Bowies' compositions.

[To
be
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JJright-ey'd Fancy hovering o'er,

Scatters from her pictured Urn

Thoughts that breathe, and words that burn 1

SONG.
BY THE RXV. W. L. BOWLES.

(From bis Poem called tie Picture.)

FORGET
me not, tho* forced to go

Wide o'er the raging sea ;

When the Night Winds blow,

And the Moon is high
In the paly sky,

My Love I will think of thee.

*' He look'd in my eyes, for I could not speak j

A tear he wiped from his daik brown cheek;

O then, my own true Sailor said,

"
Though the roaring sea

Part my Love and me ;

Yet if such betide

My bonny, bonny Bride,

She shall be the young milk maid."

O green are the bushes that flow'r in the burne,

I grieve for my love, who may never return.

THE SEA SHORE.
SY OR. AIKIN.

pREQTJENT along the pebbly beach I pace,

And gaze intent on ocean's varying face.

Now from the main rolls in the swelling tide,

And waves on waves in long procession ride:

Gath'ring they come, till gain'd the ridgy height,

No more the liquid mound sustains its weight ;

It curls, it falls, it breaks with hideous roar,

And pours a foaming deluge on the shore.

From the bleak pole now driving tempests sweep,
Tear the

light clouds, aud vex the rufikd deep ;
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White on the shoals the spouting breakers rise,

And mix the waste of waters with the skies;

The anch'ring vessels, stretch'd in long array,

Shake from their bounding sides the dashing spray;

Lab'ring they heave, the tighten'd cables strain,

And danger adds new horror to the main :

Then shifts the scene, as to the western gales

Delighted commerce spreads her crowded sails.

A cluster'd groupe the distant fleet appear,

That, scatt'ring, breaks in varied figures near*

Now, all-illumin'd by the kindling ray,

Swan-like, the stately vessel cuts her way :

The full-wing'd barks now meet, now swiftly pass,

And leave long traces in the liquid glass :

Light boats, all sail, athwart the current's bound.

And dot with shining specks the surface round.

JJor with the day the sea-born splendours cease ;

When evening lulls each ruder gale to peace,
The rising Moon with silv'ry lustre gleams,

And shoots across the flood her quiv'ring beams.

Or, if deep gloom succeed the sultry day,
On ocean's bosom native meteors play,

Flash from the wave, pursue the dipping oar

And roll in flaming billows to the shore.

CRAZY KATE.
COWPER.

often wanders one, whom better dayt
Saw better clad, in cloak of satin trimm'd

With lace, and. hat with splendid ribband bound.

A serving maid was she, and fell in love

With one who left her, went to sea, and died.

Her fancy follow'd him through foaming waves

To distant shores ; and she would sit and weep
At what a sailor suffers ; fancy, too,

Delusive most where warmest wishes are,

Would oft anticipate his glad return,

And dream of transports she was not to know.

She heard the doleful tidings of his death

And never smil'd again ! and now she roams

The
dreary waste j

there spends the lively day
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And there, unless when charity forbids,

The livelong night. A tatter' d apron hidcs>

Worn as a cloak, and hardly hides a gdwn
More tattcr'd still ;

and both but ill conceal

A bosom heav'd with never-ceasing sighs.

She begs an idle pin of all she meets,

And hoards them in her sleeve ; but needful food,

Though press'd with hunger oft, or comelier clothes,

Though pinch'd with cold, asks never Kate is craz'dt

BRYAN AND PEREENE.

A WEST-INDIAN BALLAD.

Founded on a real fact, that happened in the island of St. Christopher, about

two years ago. The F.ditor owes the following Stanzas to the friendship of

Dr. James Grainger, who was in the island when this tragical incident hap-

pened, and is now (in 1765) an eminent Physician there.

'*"]["''
HE north-east wind die' briskly blow,

Ji- The ship was safely moor'd,

Young Bryan thought the boat's-crew slow

And so leapt overboard,

Pereene, the pride of Indian Dames,
His heart long held in thrall,

And whoso his impatience blames,

I wot, ne'er lov'd at all.

A long long year, one month and day,
He dwelt on English land,

Nor once in thought or deed would stray,

Tho' ladies sought his hand.

For Bryan he was tall and strong,

Right blithsome roll'd his een ;

Sweet was his voice whene'er he sung,
He scant had twenty seen.

But who the countless charms can draw,

That graced his Mistress true ?

Such charms the old world seldom saw,

Nor oft I ween the new.
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Her raven hair plays round her neck,

Like tendrils of the vine ;

Her cheeks red dewy rose buds deck,

Her eyes like diamonds shine.

Soon as his well known ship she spied|

She cast her weeds away,

And to the palmy shore she hied,

All in her best array.

In sea-green silk so neatly clad,

She there impatient stood ;

The crew with wonder saw the lad

Repell the foaming flood*

Her hands a handkerchief display 'd

Which he at parting gave ;

Well pleas'd the token he survey'd,

And manlier beat the wave.

Her fair companions, one and all,

Rejoicing crowd the strand ;

For now her lover swam in call,

And almost touch'd the land.

Then through the white surf did she haste,

To clasp her lovely swain ;

When ah ! a shark bit through his waist ;

His heart's blood dy'd the main !

He shriek'd ! his half sprang from the wave,

Streaming with purple gore,
And soon it found a living grave,

And ah ! was seen no more.
/

Now haste, now haste, ye maids, I pray,
Fetch water from the spring ;

She falls, she swoons, she dies away,
And soon her knell they ring.

Now each May morning round her tomb

Ye fair, fresh flowerets strew,

So may your lovers 'scape his doom,
Her hapless fate 'scape you*
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FROM

SHAKESPEARE.
T3 EMEMBER., air, my Liege,

T 1
.

"..ings, your Ancestors: together with

The ruc'ral brav'ry of your Isle ; which stands,

As Neptune's Park, ribbed, and paled in

With Oaks unsaleable, ar.d roaring Waters ;

With Sands, that will n-v, bear your enemies' boats,

But suck them up to tl:' topmast. A kind of conquest
Caesar made here, but made not here his brajr

Of came, and saw, and overcame. With shame,

(The first that ever touchM him) he was carried

From off our coast, twice beaten ; and his shipping,

(Poor ignorant baubles) on our terrible Seas,

Like Ejrg-S
l
ie!ls mov'd upon their surges, crack'd

As easily
'

r/';ist our Rocks. -For joy whereof,

The fani'u Cassibeb , who was oner at point

(Oh giglet Fortune !) to master Csesar's sword,

Made Lud's Town with rejoicing fires bright,

And Britons strut with courage.

INSCRIPTION
AT

GOD WOOD IN SUSSEX.
Under the carved head of Admiral Anson's Ship the Centurion *, which is &

Lion, and is now to be seen at an Inn, near the Duke of Richmond's, at God-

wood, in Sussex, is inscribed the following lines:

STAY,
Traveller, awhile, and view

One who has travelled more than you ;

Quite round the globe, thro' each degree ;

Anson and I have plow'd the sea ;

Torrid and frigid zones have passed*

And safe ashore arriv'd at last ;'

In ease and digi.ity appear,

He, in the House cf Lords I here,

I- L 1 ' 1 I I ... II.
* In No. II. of our Appendix to the First Volume of the NAVAL CHRO*

NJCLE, we gave some curious particulars relating to the Centurion*

. (BoI.XI. s
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NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR,
1804.

(March 26 to April 26.)

RETROSPECT.

rT"*HE Naval, as well as the Political History of Europe for

*- the current year, is greatly illuftrated by the pamphlets of re-

pute, which appear at intervals, and suffer the spectators to catch an

hasty peep behind the curtain of the political theatre : to these there-

fore we shall occasionally in the Retrospect pay a short attention.

Mr. Plcivden, the anther of the History of Ireland, in a postliminious

preface to his work, which has lately appeared, has favoured the public

with some highly interesting sketches, respecting his transactions with

Ministers, which throw considerable light on the history of the present

period, and the manners of those who are behind the curtain.

But the Naval Historian will derive a greater fund of information

from two anonymous pamphlets of authority :
'

Cursory Remarks on

the State of Parties, when Mr. Addington took the Helm, by a Near

Observer'," and the Reply which the author has lately subjoined to

Some of his Answerers, particularly The Plain Answer, and that signed

by A Member of Parliament. To such of our professional readers as

may wish for some amusement during a tedious cruise, we particularly

recommend both these pamphlets ; particularly the last, as it throws

considerable light on mnny important naval events in the last War.

This anonymous Author thus prefaces his reply
:

'
Alone, and

weak, and opposed to the most fearful odds, I still dare the Com-

bat ; still am bold in the Cause. My Credentials are from my Ene-

mies. I have professed a desire to serve, not to flatter, Government ;

I have pointed to its weaknesses. I say, I stand alone."

He then proceeds to illustrate some historic facts of importance :

" Mr. Pitt, however, could have told his Amanuensis, that whether at

Fcrrol, or in the Baltic, or at El Arisch> that his popularity began to

droop, at the period when he thought proper to espouse the Catholic

Question so devoutly, and when it became so urgent, as to compel

him to agitate, with so much perseverance, the Royal conscience upon

that most unfortunate topic; petitions, particularly in the northern
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Counties, were actually preparing against the prolongation of hostilities

.... When General Klcber (speaking of the breaking off of the

treaty at El Arischl received information of this Order, from Sir

Sydney Smith, the formalities of the treaty were not only completed^

but the French General was actually \\it\\\nfr--je hours of the appointed

time for the evacuation of Cairo ... It is well known that the Vizier

demandedj and obtained, the dismission of Sir Sydney Smith, in con-

sequence of this horrible transaction (the massacre of the Turks ; who,

in consequence of the treaty, had advanced without artillery). The
man who had saved his country, and half the civilized world, at Acre

and El Arisen, was expelled from Egypt, and as yet to expect his

recompence from a grateful country." Speaking of the Convention

with Denmark, August 29, 1800 " Did it require the presence of a

British Fleet, a British Admiral, with so many gallant Officers, and

their crews, to witness the opprobrious Treaty with the potent Em-

peror of the Isle of Zealand ? to behold our blood and our honour for-

gotten together to decorate the triumph of Captain Crabbe, decked

out in stars and libbands, for the very Act which, eight months before,

had disgraced 'Vanduckum ? Was it necessary to break the hearts of

the Navy of England by bringing the triumphant Freya into Ports-

mouth, to be repaired by British Shipwrights, and with British

money r" With the following note, which contains a curious fact

relative to Malta, we shall now proceed to record the events of the

preceding month
" Sir Charles Stuart (an ever honoured and lamented

name) had actually received orders from Lord Melville to admit a*

Russian garrison into Malta; which, rather than obey, that great

Officer (then gieatest) threw up his command. The Patriot and the

Statesman prevailed over the Soldier's ardour, and the Empire was

saved by his generous self-devotion. It is with sentiments very dif-

ferent from malevolence towards any man, that I refresh these laurels

on his Tomb. They distill no poisons, and will flourish for ever green

in the memory of Biitons : while Malta is still the monument of las

Fame, and tiie bulwark of this Country."
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HOUSE OF COMMONS.
NAVAL DEBATES CONTINUED.

DEBATE ON THE PRESENT NAVAL DEFENCE OF THE COUNTRY",

/* a debate oftL'u imfertj.iee and length, it tollI be impossible for us to detail all tie

Speeches ; nor, indeed, is it necessary. We shall only attend to tbt lading men \ anJ

endeavourfaithfully to report tbe language tvLico the Na-yjl Members employed. We
mat, however, acknoivltthe ourselves at a loss to discover the Motive, which could in-

duce Mr. fill to place biiasJf, so conspicuously t
at the bead of tbe Alarmists on tbit

evasion.

THURECAT, MARCH I.J.

~\TR. PITT rose to bring; forward his promised motion on the present state of
-1- J the Naval Defence of the crmitry.

11 As I have reason to believe, Sir, that a part of the information respecting
the naval defence of the country, which it is my wish to have laid before the

House, is not likely to be rcfased by his Majesty's Ministers ; it Js not my inten-

tion, in the first instance, to occupy your time by any detailed observations.

At present, I shall content myself with little more than opening the nature of

the information which appears to me to be necessary. Conceiving it to be un-

derwood, that if objection should arUe to the production of some of the pipers
to be moved, I may have a:: opportunity of afterwards more fully delivering my
sentiments to the House. The object of the first of the motions which it is my
intention to submit, is, that am addrui may le presented to bis Majesty, fraying that

bis Majesty ivill be pleased ta give cn/ers for laying before tie House an account of
all tbe ships of tbe line, fifty -gun shift, frigates, sloops, gun-brig], and other vessels

actually in eommi^itn in tbe years endivj tie J \-t of December, 1793 / on tie $0tb of

September, l8oo ; and al:o on tie 3 \tt of December, 1803; distinguishing tmu many
of tbesc were severally employed as guard-dips, hospital- ships, gum-brigt, and gun-boats^
mt tbeu different periods of time. 1 y the production of this account, the House will

be enable J to fee \viint wauhe actual amount of the natal defence of the country
at the end of the first year of the war, in which the country is now engaged,
and the war that haci t>en ccm.~ner.ced in 1793, under far different circumstan-

f%. I do not wi'h at pre.jiit to enter into any detail of the actual state of our

naval preparations at the present moment, but it is not surely asking too much
to call for documents, to shew that our preparations now, are adequate to the

crisis in which the Empire is placed. The point for the House to consider, is,

what was the relative uan^ -r cf the situation of the country under different cir-

cumstances? What w< re the ciisting means of repelling the dangers which
threatened ? What vras tiie comparative use made of these means by the servant!

of the crown ? When the dangers of the country increase, it is not, Sir, surely,

requiring any thing 'nn xessary, to see that the defence adopted by the Govern-

ment i* that which w-s most applicable to the nature of those dangers. There

is, Sir, one de* -Hpticn offeree which strikes almost every man as that to which
a considerable addition should be formed. If I have been rightly informed, it

was not before the beginning cf the present year that any attempt was made to

augment the species of navaldefencc now referred to. When the nature of the

enemy's preparations was considered, it might have been supposed that the great

object of the exertions of the Admiralty would have been to augment that de-

scription of :~T\C which was most particularly applicable to the peculiar circum-

stances of the Empire. But Low, Sir, does the matter appear now to be placed ? It

wa not before the beginning of January that any contract was entered into for

fcuilding any portion of tins description of force, and then only 23 gun-vesseli
v." contracted for by the Admiralty. Of these vessels only five are to be coin-



DEBATE ON THE PRESENT NAVAL DEFENCE, &C. 31?

|

.it the end of three months, and the remainder not before the expiration
of nine months from the time the contract was formed. Now, Sir, if the BoarJ

of Admiralty was convinced of the necessity of building such an additional num-
ber of vessel?, how are we to account for the mode in which the contract is to

be carried into effect ? Is there any thing in^he state of our information as to

the preparations of the enemy, to justify that Board in thinking, that this spe-
cies of force will not be wanted at as early a period as possible, with the view
of repelling invasion ? Will it be denied, that, as far as relates to defeating any
attempt at invasion, this very description of naval force is far superior to any
other which can be employed ? \Ve have long since learnt, that it is the objccc
of the enemy to attempt invasion with light vessels, and a flotilla, ivlicl> can

cn!y b: successfully rt'.i.tcJ by vine's of a il;r.:l.ir dt:crlpi'iQn
*. On what principle

then is it that no part of the.se twenty three gun-brigs are to be completed in less

than three months ; and that, with the exception of five, no less than nine
months ate to elapse before a. description of force so essential is brought into

activity ?

Even in the month of August last, when measures of vigorous preparation
began to be adopted in this country when Ministers, in common with the

public at large, saw that an invasion by means of a flotilla was threatened-
when from two or three hundred vessels the force of the enemy in the port of

Boulogne alone, was increased, since the month of November, to upwards of a

thousand vessels when it was allowed, that the delay in the execution of the

long- threatened attempt arose merely from the immense scale of the enemy'*
preparations, a scile of preparations indeed not even apprehended in imagina-
tion at the origin of the war : when all these circumstances were deliberately

compared, is it not extraordinary, that the Board of Admiralty did not sooner
think of some means of meeting the force of the enemy with tuitable means of

protection against attack ? But it is not only on the general augmentation of

(he enemy's force in Boulogne that I would on the present occasion rest my ar-

gument. The fact is, 1 believe, Sir, thit there is every reason to think, that

in addition to the immense collection of light vessels in the harbour of Eotilogne,
the enemy have at this moment in the same port, one lundrcd and

fifty stcvt gun*
i/ctuli, to be employed in the protection of the less formidable flotilla. If Minis-

ters have repeatedly declared to Parliament and the public, that the period was

daily anticipated, when the exertioi.s of all orders of the State, would be neces.

sary.to repd a dij

spe:ute attempt of the e::c;i>.y ; was It not, .if, natural to ex-

pect, that the description of for:.- most adapted to meet the threatened attempt,
wouid be completed with the gieattst expedition? An additional reason for

my wishing to press an inquiry into this j'art of the subje'ct is, the recollection

of what wus dcce on occasiiuib of a nature in some degree similar to the present

during the late war, though certainly in no point of view equal in magnitude
of intcrc-t or national danger. I can state then, from positive recollection and

knowledge, that the exertions made in three d.fierent years of the last war, when
it was judged necessary to pn-jure a force of this description, its amount was
much greater, and much more expedition w as us-ed in completing it, than at the

pre-ent unexampled crisis, The years to which I refer, are the years 1794,

1797, a.:d loci, previous to the accession of the present Coard of Admiralty to

power. In each of those years it wa<> judged proper to have a number of gun-
vc:-scU prepared, and a contract was accordingly made for their completion
within a given period. As Lr as my recollection got*, the contract

a,t that

time was so formed, that a csiui'.i number of the vessels were to be completed
in eight or ten weeks. There was another de-cription of them which was to

be completed in fourteen week', ar-d this was the longest interval suffered after

the contract wjs accepted by the I >;rds of the Admiralty. Sensible that expe-
dition is on this suhj.ct infinite.!}' '.L--.ii-.iblj, and that not a day out ht to be lobt

in acceleming the actual service of tverjr description of light force, it is my ob-

ject, that an account of the orders issued by th; Admiralty for building gun-
vesscb should be laid before the Hojse, specifying the terms of the contract, and

Mr. Pitt in this passnfe s;ems to be a better Orator than a Seaman : which was ths
CMC w;5h many Speakers i:i this de
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the time agreed on for its completion. If this paper is produced, I shall feel if

my duty on a future day to move, tbat an Address if fresenieJ to bis Mojc'ty, that

tf vuill i: graciously pleased to give ordersfor using greater expedition in augmenting that

tpecies of njv^lforce bat calculated for meeting and resisting <>nv attaci of tbt enemy.

Jar guarding tbe Narroio Seas, and far frotccling the Coasts of the C untry. The next
Motion (the jd) which I propose to make, is, for An A.Urus to bit Maje ty t

that he tt HI be graciously f'fj ed to give directions, tbat toere ie laid
before the Hcu:e

eofifs of tbe leverjl Orders which have been given by tb; Lords Commissioners of the Ad~

w:iralty,for building Gun-vessels ty contract in tie years I"94, I797i ' 8c.I. and 1803 ;

together -with the amount of theforce at each of these periods, tb: time when tioSe fcssels

tL-tre contractedfor, and tuben they -were to be completed. By this paper, the House
will be enabled to form an opinion how far the conduct of the Board of Admiralty
Jia* corresponded with the magnitude of the danger to which the Jimpirc is ex-

posed.
It will not be denied, that this view of the subject is highly interesting, and

certainly takes precedence of every other consideration. But, Sir, there Is

another view of the subjet, of which no one will attempt to deny the impor-
tance. When we reflect whit is the nature of the war in which the country is

now engaged, we are, doubtless, in the first instance, to look forward to imme-

diate means of protection : But we should be injudiciously discharging our duty
if we did not look forward to the actual state of our Naval Establishment on a

great scale. The present is a war in which we contend for ail that is dear tu

man in society ;
and I would have it clearly understood, that it is a war of

ur.icl, 1 cannot allow myself to lose sight of the idea, that it may be a contest

of considerable duration. In this view we have to consider by what means our
Naval Establishment is ti be rendered adequate, not only to the great struggle
which may ensue, but that may give us the means of supporting our Naval su-

periority after the great crisis is past. Our fleet must, even after all prospect
of immediate danger is removed, be kept on that footing, which may enable us
to take the lead in any great effort for the glory, not of this country alone, but
in defence of the liberties and the independence of Europe, and of the World.
1 shall not now enlarge on this point ; but I must be permitted to say, that the

existing state of our naval establishment is a subject, the interesting nature of
which the House cannot for a moment hesitate to admit. When a new war was
entered into, and when there was reason to believe that it would be one of some
duration, it certainly was the duty of the BoarJ of Admiralty carefully to con-

sider what were the probable aids which the exigencies of the service might re-

quire. At present I am alluding chiefly to the condition of the ships now actu-

ally in commission. Afttr a war which continued without intermission for ten

years, and in ihe course of which the services of the Navy had been equally dis-

tinguished by Lhour, anil by gallantry ; it was naturally to be expected, that a

number of Ships were in a situation which did not render them capable of being
employed without considerable repairs In the course of the last war, the num-
ber of Ships of the line, was as high as an hundred and twenty, by a serits of the

utmost zeal, activity, and spirit on the part of the Board cf Admiralty. It is

not now my object to call for any explicit account of the number of Ships now
in ccmmUsion, but it is not going too far to ask, Whether after that war had
continued ten years, Ministers, on the conclusion of Peace, took any measure
to ket-p up thi- formidable naval establishment ? I certainly do think, that en
the conclusion of Peace, the permanent establishment of the Navy ought to

have b(eu an oojcct of the deepest interest ; and that the propriety of supplying
tucces<.ivc augmentation, should have formed a matter of uniform attention.

Admitting the propriety of thus successively augmenting the navy, there are

two modes in which the object may be effected. '1 he one is, by building in his

Majesty's dock yuids; and the other, by contracting for Ships in the yards of

private merchants. From the history cf the Navy of this country for a long
berk's of years, it is clear; that the mode of building Ships of the Line, in the

yards of tl;e merchants, is that which has been most generally resorted to. I

believe, l-ir, I am not carrying my assertion too far when I affirm, tbatfcr a

great nvmb:r of years, upward; cf tiuo-tblrjf of the Shift cf tie Li~c in Lit AJajtsty'i

Xavy -were built in tlte dock-yard) of tbe merchants. Any man that knows any thu.g
oi naval affairs, ki;o\vs tLat the supplies to the navy from the King's dock-yara
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re quite inconsiderable ; and that of the ships built, the greater part consist of

vessels of an interior description, in point oi force, in any of his Majesty's
fleets. During the late war, no less than twenty-six sail of the line were a^ded

to the Navy; but, bir, these were not composed of ships built in his Majesty's

yards in the course of the war; but of vessels, some of which had been laid

down five, nine, or ten years, before the war commenced. There were not

out of this number more than two ships laid down in the King's (lock yard*
after the war broke out ; and they were not brought into service till a late pe-
riod of its duration. What, then, is the Inference from these Facts? The
inference I draw from it i? simple ; it is, that if supplies of ships imy be required

during the continuance of the war, and if there is no probability of procuring
the'e supplies through the King's dock-yards, the yards of pnv.it:-; mei chants

must be resorted to. But, if I am not grossly misiniormed, the Bi..irJ of Admi-

ralty have made no contracts to any extent for supplying any deficiency iu the

Navy, which may occur in the course of a very few years of the war. This is a

Subject on which to affect concealment would be quite ridiculous. From the

very nature of the contracts, and the mode in which they are iwvited by public
advertisement, every man who has the least curiosity on the subject, may, with-

out the least difficulty, have it gratified. 1 ic may even ascertain, not only what
is the number of vessels contracted for ;

but the places where they are to be

buiit; the terms on which they are contracted for; and the time when it is ex-

pected they m.ty be ready for actual service. Having taken some p-n>is to inquire
into this matter, I cannot find that since 1 8 31, luben tbc preient Board of Admiralty
came into f/o-^er,

more thjn tino ships of the line bn-je been contractedfor in any of the

merchants' y rd.-> (a loud cry of Hear ! bear!) When I itate this, it strikes me
that I cannot urge a stronger argument for Inquiry into this subject, if it is at

all times an essential object that our Navy should b.- kept in a ccn-tant state of
effective strength, adequate to any extraordinary emergency which might take

place if this was at all times a most important object, it wassurdy, Sir, more

peculiarly the duty of the Admiralty at the conclusion of the late i\-dce. Ac
that time an establishment of illty thousand seamen was voted by I'arijament ;

and surely nothing can be a strong tr proof, of an idea that the l-'cace wa-; not

likely to be of long duration. Mini-ters besides, according to their own state-

ments, owned that the whole conduct of the French Government had been or.e

uniform series of insult and aggression. With this knowledge, how comes it to

pass, Sir, that no exertion was made to repair those losses in the Navy, v/hich a.

war of ten yeais necessarily produced. We Ijud th.u oriy two new ,-hips of die

line are contracted for at this moment
;
and it will not be denied, that manjr

more years must elapse before any considerable supply can be obtained It

ought not to be forgotten, that in time O! vvdr, the building of .^hips of the line

in the King's dock yards, must be in a great measure suspended : On what

possible ground then, t>ir, is it Uiat the dock-yards oi the merchants arc ieft un-

employed ? if I am not misinformed, there are. a: this time on the river no
fewer than fourteen slips for building ships of \var, not one of which is put into

use *. On this point, the necessity for inquiry appears to me so urgent, that

\vithout further arguing it, I shall on!y state, that 1 mean to move, that an

LumLle Address be presented to his ./U'^vj/y, f.tavivg ibt tie proper Officer be ai iterud to

lay on lite table lie orders issued by the Board of Admiralty for the building of new Shift

cf -war in 1/93, and since iSoi ; .pecifying the orders Jor building^
the time -when

built and launched, or ivhen it is cxfieited that t/jose, not yet completed, "Uiill Ls launched.

I should think the information still more sati.factory, if the account included a
statement of the different species of vessels; but as this may appear liable to

some objection, I shall not press it on the present occasion. If, in all former

wars, the Navy has derived its chief supplies from the merchants' yards, I

should, on the production of the account now referred, btg leave to put it to

the House, on what ground it is, that now, when a supply is most imperiously

required, obljr two ships of war are on the stocks in merchants' yards ? 1 his

is a matter on which it strikes me that 1'aiHament ought itrongly to express

* Mr. Pitt, without intention, is here paying, in a Seaman's opinion, the highest

compliment to die present Board.
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their opinion. If an adequate cansc exist, let that cause be stated. If no cause

exist, then let this inconvenience be removed. The next Motion ("5th) I shall

bring forward, is, for a similar account of the number nf Ships tf tb: line contracted

far In the Merchants' yards, tie data of the contract, and times tvbea built, and

launched. A Noble Lord, a friend of mine, (Lord Castlereagh,) a few days

ago told the House a great deal about the comparative force of oar Navy at this

moment, and in former wars. The statement then given was quite general,
and could not be made the ground of any particular conclusion. But there is

one point on which I think it right at present to advert, a* it tends to disprove
one part of the Nobie Lord's arguments. I mean t refer to the number of

seamen now employed, contrasted with the number at the commencement of

last war. At the breaking out of the last war our force was on a peace estab-

lishment, and the number of seamen employed was not more than 1 6,0:0. A
very shoit time prior to the rupture, an augmentation of 2,000 men took place.
At the end of the first year of the war this number was augmented to no less

than seventy. six thousand, though the means of augmentation were not at all

so extensive as those now in existence. At the commencement of the present

war, we set out with an establishment of 50,000 seamen, and Ministers must
have entertained a prospect of a rupture from hour to hour, tinder such cir-

cumstances, and with such a prosp"ect, what has been the result? Ministers

certainly had every inducement to increase the number of seamen, and they
were furnished with every means for that purpose. At the commencement of

the rupture, in consequence of the prodigious increase of our commerce, the

Maritime Marine of the country, the great nursery for the Navy, had increased

in an astonishing degree. With the use of all these advantages, the number of

seamen, which, at the commencement of the war was 30,000, had not been aug-
mented to more than 86,000. In the one case, the augmentation was more
than in the proportion of five to one, where in the other it was not even double,
but was above three fourths beyond the original amount.
The Right Honourable Gentleman concluded, by a few general observations,

stating, that he wished the production of the papers at present merely as pre-

paratory to future inquiry; and concluded by intimating, that he meant to

move for an account of the number of Seamen in the first year of the last and

present war.

The fir?t of the motions, relative to the comparative amount of the naval
force of the country in 1793, and at the present moment, was thrn put from
the Chair : When

Mr. Tierncy rose, and, with that clear and manly eloquence by which he has

always been distinguished, replied in substance as follows:

I must request the attention of the House for a short time, while I endeavour
to reply to a few of the observations of the Right Honourable Gentleman who
has introduced this discussion. I am sensible under what disadvantages any man
must labour who attempts to arrest the attention of the House while the elo-

quence of the Right Honourable Gentleman is still fresh in their recollection.

A consideration of public duty, however, induces me to disregard this consider,

ation at the present moment, and fairly to deliver my sentiments on the ques-
tion. I have no difficulty then in declaring, fliat the motion of the Riglt Honour-
able Gentleman did appear to me one of tie most extraordinary ii-Lkh ever was submitted

to this House. It strikes me as a motion, the only tendency of which is to pro-
duce an effect which every honest man must deplore; to engender discontents
in the country, from one end to the other ; to shake the confidence which the

people have hitherto been inclined to repose in the Government ; and to create

doubts of the sufficiency of that force which they have at all tirne s looked up to
as the firmest pillar of national security. What is extraordinary on the part oi"

the Right Honourable Gentleman, is his bringing forward a Motion, in point
of fact, on no ground deserving the attention of the House, for he has only set

up his individual opinion against the opinion of the Admiralty. Where proper
grounds are made out for inquiry into the conduct and character of public men,
1 shall never be backward in supporting motions which have this end in view :

But where no events have taken place which could excite suspicion, where there
was not the slightest disposition to censure out of door [//fr<; tbe Right Honour-
able Gentleman ivas interrtfted by a mat loud cry of H<a,r ! leuf ! front tin offouls tiii^
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t>fit't Home] I am resuming, said he somewhat astonished at this very loud

expression of opinion on the other side of the House but I must beg the liberty
rl

repeating; my former expression : I will go further, and challenge any Gen-
tleman in this Hou^e, :o point out the particular district in the country, where
the slightest symptom of discontent with the measures of Government has been

manifested. [ Here another loud cry of Hear! bear.'] I am ready, Sir, readmit
that in this House there is abundance of turbulence and noise; but when I go
from this House into public, I am at a loss to account for so much violence

among a few individuals, while in the country all is calm and tranquil. Gentle-

men may choose to express their disapprobation df the opinions 1 offer; but
this shall not in the s<ightest degree deter me from candidly offering my senti-

ments. I declare the?., tlat to me tbere ihes nof appear to if a single Parliamentary

ground laid for any suspicion of tie cin.lut! of

'

ibe Board of Admiralty, The Usual

grounds for inquiries into the naval depanment have been, that convoys have
been unnecessarily postponed ; that the enemy's fleers have escaped, or been
suffered with impunity to collect their force {Hear / bear

.']
that they have been

abie to effect partial Ian Jings on our coast ; or, that some instance of flagrant

msgiect had been exhibited. But not one of these can now be brought forward
as arguments for inquiry. -At a time when commerce is protected to a degree
beyond almost all precedent; when all those best acquainted with military
affairs were satisfied ; when the country, with the exception of a few individuals

here, repose the fullest confidence in the talents of the Noble Lord at the head
of the Admiralty; when there wa-a general persuasion of the conduct of Mi-
wi-ters being marked with energy and wi.h wisdom, ! should wish to a->k the

Hotue if this is the fit moment for introducing such a motion as the Right
Honourable Gentleman has thought proper to bring forward ? I am fcally, Sir,

at a loss to know, ho.v long ago it \* since the Ri^ht Honourable Gentleman

changed his opinion of the Noble Lord again't whom he now directed his

attack with so much zeal. I need not remind him of the eulogium, which
three year? ago he passed on the >'oble Lord's character and pr !".- sion.il talents.

1 need not recall to his remembrance his declaration, that -whatever doubts might
b: entertained of tie talents cf this tr tlat person, of Lord St. Vincent*i abilities it tvat

impossible re entertain a diiukt. Whatever might be other people's defecrs, Lord
St. Vincent was the man whom the public at large looked up to, naturally and

necessarily as the person fittest to pi-eside over the Admiralty at a period of the
most trying difficulties. They have witnessed the numerous services, which in

the course of a long life' he has rendered his country; and they cannot fail to

acknowledge that few men have done thenvclvis more honour than the Noble

Lord, in his exrtions to raise himself to the station which he now so honourably
fills. I am convinced, Sir, that the Noble Lord would lose every thing sooner
than the good opinion of his countrymen; that rio honours which his Majesty
could bestow, that no emoluments which he could derive from office, could

compensate for any imputation thrown on the fair fame which he has so honour-

ably acquired; The sort of attack made on him this evening, must hurt his

Lordship's feelings more severely than any sort of imputation on his conduct.
The Right Honourable Gentleman dovs not firing any charge against the Noble
Lord for criminality on his part, as far at the nature of his department is con-

cerned. He does not accuse him of any unfiir bias in the exercise of his power,
but he calls on us this evening to side with him, merely because he has thought
proper to take up a particular opinion as to the naval defence of the Empire. We
are to place all on our opinion of the Right Honourable Gentleman's skill in

naval affairs. I am ready to do justice to his great talents on many subjects
which come under discussion in this House. As a Volunteer, and a friend to

the Volunteer System, 1 have listened with pleasure to many of his suggestions
for its improvement. The Right Honourable Gentleman may have some pre-
tensions to settling the land service, but surely he might have contented himself

with that, and not have interfered with the sea j Lord St. Vincent might not

be influenced by the same panic as the Right Honourable Gentleman : 1 confess

it is rather asking too much to ask us to take it for granted, in the absence of all

proof, that Lord St. Vincent has been deficient in the exercise of his public

duty The most meritorious Officers arc employed in the service. There exists

f?at>. Cjjron. Qol.XI. T r
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a general feeling of confidence in the energy and wisdom of the naval admimV-
tration of the country. But the Right Honourable Gentleman lays a great deal

of stress on the circumstances attending a supposed contract for tiventy-tbret
Gun-vessels. On this point I shall, before I sit down, make a few observations.

In the mean time I have only to say of the first motion, that it is not my inten-
tion to resist it. I should only beg leave to suggest that, instead of one year
of the late war, the account should include thr.e or four successive year?, and
in this way the House would be able to form a better notion of the conduct of
the Admiralty than by one solitary example. As to the paper which it was the

object of the first motion to procure, it strikes me that all party questions ought
to be put out of the question till it is fairly beicre the House. All that I have
at present to say of it is, that when it is produced, I am convinced Gentlemen
will find the naval force of the country much greater than they were prepared
to expect.

I have to state now, for the information of the House, that the whole
Naval Force of this country amounts to no less than fifteen hundred and ninety-

six, composed of vessels of all descriptions. There are 19 Trinity House vessels,

373 gun-brigs, in every point of view as efficient as those, to which the Right
Honourable Gentleman has referred. Nineteen East India ships are employed
in the Naval service, and we have a flotilla of 6z8 vessels fully equipped, and

ready at the shortest r.otite to proceed to any destination. ( Hear ! biar ! )
Now, Sir, as to the ttuenty-tbret gun vessels, of which the Right Honourable
Gentleman said so much in his speech, tie blames the Noble Lord at the

head of the Admiralty, that three months have been allowed to complete a

certain number of them, while the rest arc not to be ready in less than uine
months. With this he is anxious of contrasting what happened in three cases

during the late war, though by the bye he himself admits that fourteen week*
were employed in building the Gun-vessels at that period. But, Sir, admitting
the fact as to this contract to be true, though I beg it to be understood that I

take it merely on the Right Honourable Gentleman's declaration, what mighty
charge would it imply against the Tirst Lord of the Admiralty I VSbctitr it tie

Noble Lord, cr the Right Honourable Gentleman, to be considered tbs bestjudge an thf

subject of'web an arrangement? If one part of the Gun-vessels was ordered to be

ready in three months, and the other not before the conclusion of nine, is it

unfair to presume that the Noble Lord acted on a conviction that this was the

most politic mode of proceeding ? The House will recollect that the Noble
Lord had only a certain number of men at his disposal : and till the contrary
was established, is it unjust to presume thaj; he regulated the contracts by a

calculation of the time when the vessels would be wanted, and when he could,

consistently with the other branches of the service, supply them with their com-

plement of men ? The Right Honourable Gentleman knows that the vote of

seamen was ico,oOO. By his own vote he allowed that this was an establish-

ment of men adequate to the circumstances of the country. With such an

establishment, the Noble Lord could not at once attend to every part of the

service. The ports of the enemy were therefore, in the first instance, blocked

tip, their larger naval force was narrowly watched; and after these points were
attended to, objects of less importance attracted a suitable share of attention.

The House had no proofs of criminality before it, but the great Right Honour-
able Shipwright behind me tells us that the Noble Lord has been guilty of a

great mistake in not getting these Gun- vessels built at an earlier period. He
lays down the law to us, and by his sentence we are called on to abide. The
Right Honourable Gentleman has not proved that there may not be very good
reasons for not carrying the system of contracts to its former extent. The Noble
Lord has shewn a very laudable desire to be more anxious for the interests of

the public than for the interest of contractors ; and till it was proved by profes- .

sional men, that the new plan adopted by the Noble Lord, of employing the

artificers in the dock yards instead of private contractors, I cannot take it for

granted that any blame has existed. Where the Right Honourable Gentleman

got his information I do not pretend to know, but his speech smelt strongly of

a contract. Suppose such a fact as this, that a ship called the Ajar was con-

tracted for at 41,600!. and that three years after it was necessary to lay put .

J7,ocol. upon her. Such a circumstance will suable the House to judge' of the

v.
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A?a!ueof Contracts. The Noble Lord has earned his experience by the labours

of a loner life. The Right Honourable Gentleman is hitherto quite r w and

inexperienced in the shipbuilding line, and he must forgive me if I cannot yet
briny myself to bow to the law which he lays down with so much confidence on
the subject. To the motion for papers on this subject I have therefore the same

objection, that they could not be produced without <:<>:!]<; into inquiries which
it would, under the present circumstances of the country, te highly impclitia
to institute As to the paper about the number of seamen, I have no objection
to its production. I cannot, however, help noticing the particular reason which
inducts the Right Honourable Gentleman to move for it. He has relied very
much on the increase of seamen in the first year of the war in 1793, and the

ii:st year of the present war. The fact is, that on this point his statement wa
not altogether correct. He says, that there were, at the beginning of the

present" war, 50,000 senir.en, and that the present number \vas no: more than

S6,cx>. Permit me to :,ay, Sir. that though, at th" origin of thr war. the
Kun*jer wis nominally 5:,ooo, it was not, in fact, above 3 6,000. The circum-

i of the increa.-c in 1793 are accounted for without difficulty. The coun-

try then had eijojrf peace for ten years. The evils of war were f.rvotten,
and the hopes c f rich prizes operated powerfully as an inducement to enter into

the naval service. It was farther to be considered too, that at that time there

was such a general stagnation of trade, that thousands of manufacturers had no
other alternative than entering into the land or tea service. At this time, on
the contrary, men were to be raised for the navy under every disadvantage.
The iViilitia. the Army of Reserve, and the Volunteers, all operated as obsta-

cles to the filling up the supplies of men for the navy. Yet in opposition to all

these obstacles, the number of seamen was within les? than two thousand of the

hundred thousand men voted as sufficient for our naval establishment. This
fact alone proves the activity, the energy, the zeal of the N'o'.jle Lord at the

head of the Admiralty. Mr. Tierney concluded with moving an A.nendrr.ent
on Mr. Pitt's motion, that the words, "all other vessels employed in the

public service," should be added.
Admiral Sir Cbarlts Maurice Pole rose, not for the purpose of assenting or

dissenting from the motion of the Right Honourable Gentleman, but to give
an opinion in the way of his profession, as to the merits and activity of the

Noble Lord at the head of the Admiralty. Of that activity he could not think
too highly, when he considered that within 48 hours after it w:^5 kncwn that

hostilities were to commence, Admiral Cornwallis sailed for Brest, and from
that moment to this, \\irh scarcely any interruption, has held that port in a

state of the strictest blockade. The energy, a;.sidu:ty, and enterprize of every
Officer, and of every man in that fleet, from the gallant Admiral who com-
manded it, down to the cook's boy, was nev?r paralleled in the naval history
of this or any other country [Hear! tear f] But it was not only the ports
cf the enemy ; nf that power who particularly deserved that name; but even
tho?c of their allies, from, he might almost say, T<,L.-!C,H to the Texel, that were

kept blockaded by the extraordinary perseverance and cnterprize of the Mvy
of Great Britain. As to the objections that had bven urged against the i:arl of
St. Viucent, for not employing a greater number of Gun-boats, that \vasa dif-

ference between the Noble Lord and the Right Honourable Gentleman on a

professional question, on which, although he wss not without an opinion, jet
he would not then trouble the House with it. But with regard to the employ-
ment of Armed Cutters, he had no motives of delicacy, and he would not hesitate

to declare, that ibc taking of them into the tervhz ivas an arrantjoL ; a job, because the

men were rarely mustered, ami the vends ivere mostly in port ! He hid his ideas with

respect to the proper mode of defending the country, and those were directly

against the use of such ciaft as had been recommended ; for our Shores, he was
confident, would be much better secured t\> tie urvUe cf Fifty-gun SLifi and

frigates. There was one remaining point, on which lie wished to trouble the

House, and that was>, the very considerable number of men ih:it the admirable

arrangement and indefatigable exertions of the Board of Admiralty had procured
for the Navy ; and for which, in his opinion, they, and the Noble Lord who
presided there, were entitled to the thanks and gratitude of the country. At
pe considered the proposed enquiry unnecessary, he would vote against the pro-
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duction of the papers that had been moved for bj the Rig'r.t Honourable Gen-
tleman : and he indulged the fond hope, that we should hear again of Alex

andrian ^>ays, and of Victories equally glorious to that of Aboukir.

Admiral Berkily repelled the assertion, that the Gun-bo-ts which made part
of our naval defence, during the last war. were to be considered as jobs. The
Honourable Gentleman who spoke second in the debate had stated, that nothing
had been alledged, that no case had been made out, to warrant the proposed

enquiry ;
and in a tone of triumph, demanded what convoys had been cut off?

or what great naval disaster had been experienced ? That Honourable Gentle-

man had also stated, that the deficiency between ihc number of seamen voted,

and the number employed, amounted only to 1700 men; but this was by a mode-

of arithmetic peculiar to himself, in which he had reckoned the marines twice

over. He stated the number of seamen at 76 O30; but were not the marines

afloat included in that number? mo*t certainly they were; and were so men-
tioned in the ordinary returns to the -Admiralty. The Right Honourable
Gentleman had talked of a naval force of above ijoo vessels ; but many of them
were no better than cockle-shells, and couid not siil from Portsmouth harbour

to Sptthead- He contended that there were not a sufficient number of frigates
and small vessels employed for the Channel service and for convoys ; it there

\vere, we should not have lost nineteen sail out of one convoy, nor would a rich

"West Indiaman have been taken between Portsmouth and the Downs. He .-aid

he was so convinced of the necessity of employing small vessels of the sort

mentioned by his Right Honourable Friend ( Mr. PITT , that he had offered a

plan to the Admiralty for that purpose, and he was convinced that iCO of them

might have been equipped in a very short time.

His objection to the motion of his Right Honourable Friend was, that it did

not go far enough. He thought the character of the Admiralty was at stake.

He wished to see the motion go further to the disposition of the ships them-

selves; to the quantity of stores in our dock-yards; to the state of those dock-

jrards; to the number of artificers who are in these dock yards ;
and for what

leason ? (he dared to say for a good one when it came to he explained). These

dock-yards were eight hundred shipwrights .short of their usual and necessary

complement. First, the:i. he said that his Right Honourable Friend's motion
did not go far enough : and in the next place he thought, that unless the present

sy'teRi of the Admiralty were changed, he did not say the Eoard of Admi-

Talty itself changed ; but if the system of the Admiralty were not changed, he

apprehended s''me great calamity might soon befall rl:is country.
Sir Charles Pole explained.
Sir Edivard Ptllc-iv then rose, and spoke as follows: " As I very seldom

trouble the House :
I hope 1 m =y be permitted to make a fcv. observe: :ons on a

subject of which, from the professional experience I have had, I m:iy be pre-
sumed to have some knowledge. From the debate n|

'

thi tu^ht, ther? is one

piece of information J have acquired, that the French have got up T-isofa
thousand vessels at Boulogne. I am glad to find that tliey are shut up there:
we hav: one advantage in k, we know where they ;ire

;
but I v >h we had

any n-rar:.s of knowing \\htn they intend to come out. 1 know thus much,
however, that they cannot all get out in one day. or in one night eitiier; and
\yhen they do come cut, 1 trust that iur jCO eoetle-ilells alone, as pn Hciioi<r.ihle

Admiral ha 3 called a very manageable and very active part < four fore, will

be able to give a good account of :l;em. Sir, i do not really -n, in the arrange-
ment of our naval deftncc, any thing to excite the apurehensions cf even the

mo<: timid among us; on the contrary, I see every thirg that may be sneered
from activity anu perseverance, to inspire us v. jth confidence. 1 see a triple
naval bulwark, composed of one fleet acting on the enemy's coast, or am her

conMitii.'g of heavier ships stationed in the Downs, ready to act at a tr.onvut's

notice, and a third cio>e to the beach, capable of destroying any j'art of the

enemy's flotilla that should escape the vi^i^nce of the other two branches of
our defence. I beg pardnn for troubliiig the H< use, (An tinlvrrsal cry of Hear .*

1) but accident brought me here, and 1 intend that my stuy i><;ll be as

short as powib(e. (A great lau<rb). In respect to what h:i? been said of building*

ihips by contract, I must cc^.le^s that I du cot much iidiiire that mode of keep-*
i- p :'p our navy. I have seep iouic of tb,cui, (1 parucujajly allude to tb
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Jljax and Atlille], which became useless in the course of one season ; they were
so badly built, arid so unlike those that are launched from the King's dockr

yards, that 1 often took them for French men of war. As to Gun-boats, they
are the most contemptible force that can be employed^ Gun-brigs, indeed, are

ef some use; but between a Gun-brig and a Gun-boat there is almost as much
difference as between a Man of War and a Frigate. I have lately seen half a

dozen of them lying wrecked upon the rocks. As to the possibility of the

enemy being able, in a narrow sea, to pass through our blockading and pro-

tecting squadrons, with all that secrecy and dexterity, and by those hidden
means that some worthy people expect, I really, from any thing that I have
seen in the course of my professional experience, am not much disposed to con-

cur in it. I know, Sir, and can assert with confidence, that our Navy was
never better found, that it was never better supplied, and that our men. were
never better fed nor better clothed. Have we not all the enemy's ports block-

aded from Toulon to Flushing ? Are we not able to cope, any where, with any
force the enemy dare to send out against us ? and do we not even, out-number
them at every one of those ports we have blockaded ? It would smack a little

of egotism, I fear, were I to speak of myself fHear ! bear !) but as a person
lately having the command of six ships, I hope I may be allowed to state to the

House how I have been supported in that command. Sir, during the time that

J was stationed off Ferrol, I had ships passing from the fleet to me every
three weeks or a month ; and so much was the French Commander shut up in

that port deceived by these appearances, that he was persuaded, and I believe is

to this very hour, that I had twelve ships under my command ; and that I had
two squadrons to relieve each other, one of six inside, and another of six

outside."

Admiral Bertely explained.
Mr. Wi'.bcrforcc said, that undoubtedly the question now before the House

was extremely interesting to every member of that House, and to every indivi-

dual in this country, and upon which he was anxious to say what he felt. He
wanted to enter upon this question as a representative of the people of England
should, and as the people of England, or he aiistook them, expected their repre-
sentatives to do; and in beginning, he would w.v, that in his opinion, there would
be an end to the ecutity of this country if subjects like the present were not treated

with a becoming gravity in that House : this was what the people of England had
a right to expect, and did expect, from that House. He did not think that the

Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Tierney), who followed his Right Honour-
able Friend (Mr. Pitt), had been happy in the choice of the manner in which
he hnd treated this subject to-night : rle confessed, that the manner in which
he took up the subject, the -one in which he spoke of it, the temper with which
he discussed it, the epithets he bestowed upon it, the character he gave to the

motive with which it was brought forward, and whajt was of more importance
tl:an the character of any man's motive, the manner in which he passed over
tht important crisis in which this business was discussed ; were all of them,
in h^ judgment, injudiciously managed by the Right Honourable Gentleman.
He must say to the House, that be had not fcund a single professional man in t'.-

Navy *, who had not professed himself privately and confidently to him in the

highest degree dissatisfied with the conduct of the Admiralty. He had asked

professional men of different habits, of different classes of life, in the profession
of the navy ; of different attachments to parties toe of different connexions in

life; some of them of the highest rank, gained (as he wished men might
always, to a given extent, gain high stations,) by tic

influence of those with -:vlem

they bad the good Jortunt to associate ; he had conversed with another class of mtn
who always were, and always would be, respected by every body, those who
had been advanced to high stations purely by their own personal merit; from
all of whom he had received one and the same general an>wer Hi: h d niaJc

it his business to consult persons not only of the highest rank, but aUo of as long

experience, and as intimate acquaintance with naval subjects as, perhaps, any

* Mr. Wjlberfbrce here seem? to be strangely at variance wiih the g.'ntr^l opinion
v,, .NV.ul Mc.ii: not 10

sj>e;vk
ot thcuo.vel:y M sucjj language in 4'liW>*W,
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person in-the service, and he must declare, that the terms he had just now u?ed

were milder than any he heard from these Officers; the terms he used Vvt re not

only milder, but they were weak in comparison to those used by such Oftkeis

to signify their discontent at the system adopted by the present Board of Admi-

ralty with reference to the naval service of this country. This he w< i;ld

declare most solemnly, if he were giving evidence upon the subject in a Court
of Justice. This was justified by communication* that were made to him from

persons to whom general credit was due from all sides of that House. .As to

the argument, that Parliament gave the Noble Lord at the hrad of the Admi-

ralty no more th.m JOC,COO seamen, there was nothing in it ; for if Parliament

gave the Noble Lord no more than ioc,coo seamen, it Wus because he . Iced

for no more : and here he could not help wishing that gallant Admiral en the

other side of the House (Admiral Berkely) might not be right when he said

that the 15,000 marines were included in the 76 occ seamen mentioned by the

Right Honourable Gentleman
;
but be that as it may, it was no dcrence to the

Admiralty that lcO,OcO seamen was the whole number which arliament

granted, for had the Admiralty Board asked for any additional number, or even
twice the number, Parliament would gave granted them ;

but it had been a

thousand times stated in that Hou?e. that the exact number of seamen voted

was never to be considered as that exact definite number to be raised or to be

employed, but that as many of them were to be employed as could be obtained,

if waited; and therefore although this same vote was only ioo,Ooi seamen,

yet if there had been raised and employed 130,000, i4O,:oo, or 150,000, if

wanted ; there would have been no difficulty about having a vote for them; it

was, therefore, no defence to the Noble Lord to say, that Parliament granted
po more seamen than ico.ooo.
He declared, from the bottom of his heart, there was not a man existing for

whom he felt more respect than he did for the Noble Lord at the head of the

Admiralty. No man's services had been more signal, nor any whose talents

appeared to him to be superior in his profession : but all this was no reason why
the documents now moved for should not be laid on the table of that House ;

and if it was seen that Lord St. Vincent had conducted himself meritorious;/ in

his present, as in his former character, the House would take much pleasure
5n doing justice to his character : but he must protest against the doctrine laid

down by the Right Honourable Gentleman, that we were to wait until some
disaster happened, before we instituted any inquiry: we could not afford such a

speculation ;
the business of that House was to prevent, not to wait for disaster ;

for if they waited for it, the loss might become irreparable : the only way he
knew to prevent disaster, was to inquire into those circumstances which

appeared likely to lead to it, in order to apply a remedy for the impending evil.

The course recommended by the Right Honourable Gentleman was too full of

hazard; the stake was too large to play a game so desperate. Upon the whole
o.f. this matter, he felt himself bound to declare, he was fully convinced of the

propriety of all the motions which had been stated by his Right Honourable
Friend.

Mr. Slertdan rose, and, as usual, riveted the attention of all parties:" Sir,

on a motion for papers on a subject of so much importance as that on which
the present discussion has arisen, it was my wish to abstain from any ob-

servations, or from obtruding myself on the House, until I should have heard

the opinions of other gentlemen, and more particularly of those who, from

professional knowledge and experience, are entitled to most consideration and

weight on a question of such a nature ; nor should I have departed from that

wish, if it had not been for some observations which have fallen from the

Honourable Gentleman who has just sat down, znd which have urged me to.

obtrude myself on your notice, thus prematurely. The Honourable Gentle-

man has, in my mind, supported the motion of the Right Honourable Gentleman
under the gallery (Mr. 1'itt), -with argument! the, moit unparliamentary, and un-war-\

rentable, I Lave ever ieardin il/u House. He has not argued from facts universally

admitted, noi from papers, nor official documents lying on the table, butfrom
conversation -u'/.tci he bad held -with Naval Officers

: but, Sir, I should be glad to

know v. ho those Officers are; whether- they are not such as are on shore

unemployed ? Of this I am sure, thit tbry are not of the description of th%

4
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Honourable Eart. (Sir Edward Pellew) who has spoken with so much ability

and intelligence on the question. They must be of that class alone who are

Unemployed ; who are not fighting the battles of their country ; and who

might be supposed to borrow a colouring from their disappointments, for their

representations on the occasion. But. Sir the Honourable Gentleman lias also

told us, that he has consulted Naval Officers of the highest respectability and

rank, and faithfully reported to us the substance of their opinions. But does

the Honourable Gentleman suppose, that the House of Commons will be satis-

fied with hi* tecend-band reports ? Does he imagine, that their judgment will be
influenced by his bearuy evidence ? He has declared, and I believe conscientii

ou.-iy, (for the House " ill admit that Honourable Gentleman is very conscientious)

[a luugb\ that, if he were giving it as evidence in a Court of Justice, he could

depose to the truth of what he advanced : but I beg leave to tell that Honour-
able Gentleman, that no Court of Justice would receive such testimony, n

Court of Justice -would believe it He would there be told, that it was in vain to

attempt to surprize a Court of Justice into a judgment by hearsay accounts ; he
would be told, produce your evidence, call your witnesses, substantiate your
charges by incrntrovertible facts, or abandon your Suit. So far I thought it

necessary to advert to the general principle upon which the Honourable Gen-
tleman rests his argument. 1 shall now proceed to comment upon the manner
in which he applies that principle.

The Honourable Gentleman has, like many other Honourable Gentlemen,
set out with Declaring, that he entertained the greatest respect for the Noble
.Lord at the head of the Admiralty : from the declarations, and conduct of those

Gentlemen, it would appear that there was no person more respected and con-

demnrd than that Noble Lord: every Gentleman who adverted to him, con-

fessed he had the highest respect for him ; every Gentleman bore testimony to

his great profejsional talents and public character; and yet those very Gentle-

men were 'he foremost to promote, the success of a motion evidently designed
to cast a blemish on those talents, which had ever been uniformly exerted in

the service of his country; and on that character, which must ever stand high
in the estimation of every true "riton. I must confess, vSir, that I concur iq

the amendment of the Right Honourable Gentleman opposite (Mr. Tierney),
\vith vh'im, if I dider at all on the present question, it is because he has con-

sented to oraut a single slip of paper ; for that may lead to a demand for others,
which might eventually lead to an inquiry, for which, no ground has been
made out, and which cannot be attended with any advantage. When the

Honourable Gentleman admits that he has the highest respect for the Noble

Lui'ti, it is not matter of surprise to tr.e, for we all participate in the sentiment.1

I remember wt-11, when his Lordship wsi first recommended to the place which
he now fills witi: so m.ich crei'.lt to iiiir.self. and advantage to his country, that

the Right Honourable Gentleman, who has this night come forward with his

motions against the character of that I\
roble Lord, introduced him to the

respect and admiration of thf, ;.i.use, by a moot able and eloquent panegyric,

eloquent not fK m the tongue. !iut f:'>rn the heart, every word of which seemed
to have been dictated by ti-e strongest conviction, acting upon the purest and
warmest feelings of the breast. Did :lie Honourable C.'cntleman then know
that the Noble Lord deserved the just euiogiums which he has bestowed on
him ? or was he mhtuken in the character of the man, whom he represented as

the most competent to discharge the duties of the very important station to

\vhich tlic Moble Lord was, principally ai his instance, promoted ? If the

Right Honourable Gentleman had been influenced in that instance by hi*

knowledge of the Noble Lord's character, then I maintain he is bound to

acquaint the House with the reasons wnich induced him to alter his opinion.
BUL if he was then mistaken in the character of the Noble Lord, the weight op
hi proent opinion must be considerably diminished by the recollection that he
was mistaken in a former instance ;

but it is not alone in the case of the Noble'

Lord, that the Rught Honourable Gentleman has proved himself to be mistaken
in a knowledge of human nature. On going out of office, he represented his

Majesty's present Ministers, with one exertion in favour of an Honourable
Friend of mine (Mr. Fox), for the depart.:. tnt of foreign affairs, as the fittest

and mc-st proper fenoos to succeed to the offices, which' he,



were his colleagues, \rere leaving; and it does not appear that the opinion of the

Right Honourable Gentleman is more steady or consistent with respect td

them than with respect to the Noble Lord. The Right Honourable Gentle-

man mut be aware that there would lie an action at law for giving forged
characters [a loud laugh] ; and whether the Right Honourable Gentleman wil-

fully or ignoramly gave a character of the Noble J.ord, or of his Majesty's
Ministers, which led to the appointment of incapable persons to the most

importai t and highest stations in the public service, the country would have
its action at law against him [a loud and general laii^fj]

If the Noble Lord was
entitled to the character given of him by the Right Honourable Gentleman
at that time, and that he has since given the Right Honourable Gentleman
reason to alter hi* opinion of him, then, Sir, I contend that I have a right to

ask I insist that the House has a right to require the Right Honourable Gen-
tleman to retrace those circumstances in the conduct of the First Lord of the

Admiralty, which led to such a change of his opinion. The Right Honour-
able Gentleman has thrown out, in his motions, the idea of an address to his

Majesty for the removal of the First Lord of the Admiralty, against whom no

charge can be made out, or has been urged. I admit, Sir, that the motions do'

not appear to go to that length : but I will maintain, that though So worded as to

keep clear of that point in terms, in effect they would go to the removal of the

Noble Lord at the head of that Board, I do not say to make room for Lord

Spencer, [a general laugb, and a cry of bear /] I cnll for facts, Sir, in support of
such a measure; I call upon the Right Honourable Gentleman to state, what
facts or misconduct of the Noble Lord in the discharge of his high office, he
can urge as the ground of such an application. 1 never in my life heretofore

voted against inquiry \a loud laugh/] and I never shall vote against inquiry,
where any sufficient case can be made. I voted for every inquiry during the

last war, which the Right Honourable Gentleman, while in office, resisted

with arguments which appeared to me then miserably weak and untenable, but
which were strong, in comparison with those which, out of place, he has

employed in support of inquiry.
The motion of the Right Honourable Gentleman appears to me not only

inconsistent with Parliamentary usage, but with the common rules or forms of

decency. If I understand the object of the Right Honourable Gentleman, it is

to institute a comparison between the Administration of the Admiralty under
Lord Spencer, and under the present Board; and though I am as forward as

any Gentleman to admit the merit of Lord Spencer, 1 cannot consent to the

present inquiry, unless some case should be made out, founded on broad prin-

ciples of promoting the public service, and uninfluenced by party or factious

motivts. I cannot consent to a motion, the obvious design of which is to pro.
cure the dismissal of a distinguished and deserving character from office, without
colour of charge, or the smallest grounds of complaint. As to the next object
which the Right Honourable Gentleman proposes to obtain by his motion. I

mean with respect to the number of Gun-boats that might or ought to have
been provided, 1 confess I do not think it necessary to observe upon it, after the

very satisfactory manner in which it has been answered by the gallant Baronet

(Sir Edward Pellew.) The speech of that Honourable and distinguished
Officer, must, in my opinion, be conclusive with the House on that subject ;

and I confess I never heard any with greater satisfaction. The sentiments it

breathed were such, as must have come forcibly to the heart of every Gentle-

man present [a cry of bear /] and would make them remember with pleasure
the accident to which they were indebted fcr the presence of the gallant
pfficer on the present occasion. I cannot but consider it the best proof of the

discrimination of the Admiralty Board, and the surest earnest of victory and

triumph, when Officers, who unite with the highest professional skill and expe-
rience, the most acute and quick powers of mind and understanding, are

appointed to command. But, Sir, really I do not think it requires much nau-
tical skill to appreciate the value of Gun-boats \Hear ! bear

.']
I remember that

in his own war, the Right Honourable Gentleman had provided one hundred
and twenty of that description of vessel*, and notwithstanding the assertions

of the Honourable Gentleman respecting the opinions of Naval Officers on that

bead, I never beard any Naval Officer talk of them but with ridicule. I think



NAVAL DEFENCE OF THE COUNTRY. 329

be may safely add, that in every instance the construction of these Gun-boats
was made a job ; and though I do not think any man living has purer or

cleaner hands than the Right Honourable Gentleman, yet J must be allowed
to say, that in making contracts for such purposes, more regard had been paid
to the procuring of support for Government, than an upright, regular, and

vigorous Board of Admiralty would be disposed to feel. I have heard, Sir, of
the factious conduct of inferior Boards; 1 have heard of the opposition, from

party motives, given by the Navy Board, without the sanction of Government,
to the measures of the Admiralty Board. I consider such divisions highly
injurious to the public service ; and if the Admiralty be at all to blame, it is

because they do exist. I look upon the head of the Admiralty as alone

responsible for the good conduct of all the subordinate departments, and think
that his authority ought to be exercised in sweeping away every opposition to

the measures that he might deem essential to the public service. Kespon->ibt-

]ity does not, nor ought it, to attach through the inferior details of office ; the
Head alone would I look to, and that Head should possess, and ought to exer-

cise, a salutary controul over all the subordinate branches, for the exercise of

%vhich, as well as its general administration, it should be responsible to the

Government and the public ; while such circumstances as those to which I have
alluded* exist, it is not to be supposed, to use a vulgar phrase, that the Navy
Boaid would play into the hands of the Admiralty ; and yet at the conclusion
of last war, the Navy Board reported eighty-three of tic Right Honourable Gentle-

man s Gun-buats as
tctjlly

useless and unserviceable, sixteen only were deemed

worthy of being retained, and for the satisfaction of the Right Honourable

Gentleman, I can assure him that they are still in existence. bix were sent, to

Jersey, but had been found so useless, that they were considered an incum-
brance by that gallant Officer Captain D'AUVERGNE, who sent five of them,

back, the sixth not being in a condition to be removed, and the only complaint
of that gallant Officer on the occasion was, that he was obliged to send some of
his most active cruisers to convoy them safe to England. These were the

craft, this was the trash which the Right Honourable Gentleman wished to

tubstitute for that description offeree, of which the gallant Baronet had spoken
vith so much spirit and justice, and which has ever been the pride of Britons,
a^d the best defence of the country. I can easily trace the anxiety of the Right
Honourable Gentleman for the augmentation of a naval force in his way, to

the same cause which induced him during last war to search through Europe
for an augmentation to our Navy ; but I cannot be persuaded that more bene-

ikiul consequences would result from the adoption of his plans in this instance,
than were derived from the success of his measures in that. I can call to mind
one circumstance that occurred in the former 'instance. Three Ships of the Linj
had been procured from Portugal to reinforce our fleer, but when they arrived,

they were found on inspection to be, both vessels and crews, wholly useless,

so that they were soon after sent back, and the Captains not being much hurt

at the judgment pronounced on them, modestly requested at their departure to

be conveyed safe home by an English Frigate. [A loud general lauab.~\ As to

the plan, Sir, which the Honourable Admiral adverted to, the defence of our

coasts against the attempts of the enemy, it in my opinion requires little to be

said upon its wisdom, expediency, or necessity. 1 am at a lo's to know, whe-
ther the plan were the gallant Officer's own, or one that, has been submitted to

the Admiralty through him. (Admiral Berkcly here stated that the plan had
been his own.) \\ ell. Sir, (continued Mr. t heridau,} there is some gallantry
in the Honourable Admiral's owning it. [A laugh. "\

But it appears to me oot

to require nautical knowledge, to perceive the impolicy of the plan which the

Honourable Admiral has enforced by one of the most extraordinary speeches I

have ever heard in this House. '1 he enemy's coast is surrounded with ahoals,

which afford their Gun-boats an opportunity of creeping along shore, while
our cruisers cannot clo^e witii them in the shallow water; but will they have
the same advantage on our coast, if they should ever dare to approach to it ?

Is it not known that from Beachy Head to Dungeness there is not a single

league where our ships of war might rot approach the shore to attack any
furce th-it should attempt to make an impression upon it ? Ad cau it be

f2at>. ron. QoI.XI. v u
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seriously contended, that we ought to provide a force of the same description,
that the enemy has provided to attack us with; when, after their flotillas shall

have left their own coast, our largest vesels might be employed, without ri-k,

for their destruction ? I am aware, that it would be irregular for me to allude

to Captain Markham, as a Member of Parliament, or to Sir Edward Pellew,

though I may to both as Naval Officers, and to many other gallant Officers in

the House, and in fact I should enumerate every name in the list of Naval

Admirals or Captains, before I could mention all the gallant Officers, who, if

the enemy's flotilla should put to sea, would not, in a single 7^, set every stitch

of canvas, and 'dash into the thickest of them, shooting bombs, bullets, and

grape, right and left, until they should sink, burn or destroy every one of

them. (A loud and enthusiastic cry of Hear ! bear!) I therefore put it to the

candour of any Naval Officer in the House, I put it to the candour of every
Gentleman who hears me, whether we should abandon that system of naval

defence by which we have hitherto maintained our superiority, and the

undoubted sovereignty of the seas, in order to meet the enemy boat to boat ?

One hundred thousand seamen had been voted for the service of the navy, and
that number was not more than was sufficient formanning the large ship? in com-
mission. When that force had been voted, if the Right Honourable Gentle-

man had entertained an opinion that a flotilla of gun-boats was necessary in

addition to cur fleet, why had he not then stated it ? It has been urged, Sir, in

Toting the definite number of men, we did not set any limit to the number
which might, if occasion shruld require any addition to it, be raised; but I

contend that the definite vote set a limit to the Admiralty, though it may not

satisfy Gentlemen who had another reserve face in their sleeve to bring forth,
when an opportunity might offer to make it a charge upon the conduct of the

Admiralty. 1 think that the Noble Lord has great merit in having completed
the number voted in so short a time, and with so little interruption to the

commerce of the country.
As to the observation of the Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce). that

the practice of building Ships of the Line in the merchants* yards has not been

continued, that has, 1 think, been completely obviated by the statements of the

gallant Baronet; and as the days of chivalry are over, the House will not be

disposed to think with the Honourable Officer (Admiral Berkely), that we
should adopt the generous resolution of cutting down one 74 to a Gun-boat, in

order to give our encmu-s an opportunity of meeting us on eqval terms. The
Right Honourable Gentleman who brought forward this motion, seems, Sir, to

be urged on by an ardour cf military zeal, and such a pronotmced predilection
for the Volunteer service (for which, however, I highly honour him), that he

appears to lose all sight of the services which the Admiralty and the Navy have

performed, and may still perform, and of the splendour of the achievements
which our Naval Officers have accomplished, while he betrays an anxiety for

the increase of the number of Gu:i-boats, and of the seamen who are to man
them ; yet the Right Honourable Gentleman must be perfectly well aware, that
it is impossible so to man them without taking away hands from a more useful

description of Ships, whose services cannot be dispensed with. The next charge
which tlie Right Honourable Gentleman has so forcibly dwelt upon, is, the

backwardness of the Admiralty to deal with contractors ; and is this the object
of the proposed inquiry ? fchould it not rather be inquired by what means the
abuses of that department have been scrutinized and detected, and with what
fticcess a long and decp-roored corruption has been expressed ? Witness the
Chatham CLe:t, &c. Have not equal abuses prevailed and been detected with

respect to the Coaper'i contract, whrrc zcocl. had been paid for work proved
i;ot to be worth more than 200!. ? 'i hose who doubted of it, mi^ht refer to

rppbrts already laid before the Hou5e, and Gentlemen would there discover the

rxtent and extremity to which they were carried. "I he real Crims, then, of
the Fir-.t ij-ord of the Admiralty, was, that his Vigilance and Perseverance had
detected and pursued the crying abuses by which the strength^ ?.nd glory of our

Navy might
1

ultimately be impaired and tarnished ; aud that he had removed
from the firmest seat of our security, that ma-,5 of filth and corruption, behind
which a set of unprincipled an<\ interested depredators were known to burrow
and to fatten. Such conduct. Sir, instead of being insidiously and maliciously

2
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inquired into, justly claimed not only the protection, but the approbation and

applause, both of this House and of the Country at large. Even the Right
Honourable Gentleman, however, cacnot injure the Noble Earl: His fame
stands too high, his character is too firmly established, to be hurt by the asser-

tions of any Member ; and I have no doubt that the Noble Earl will be always
found entitled to the applause and protection of his Country. To produce

integrity and arrangement in all the departments of the Navy, is, and has been,
the great endeavour of the high Character upon whom it appears to be the

object of the motion before the House to fix an imputation : I shall vote against
it with as much satisfaction as ever I gave a vote since I had the honour of a

seat in this House ; fully convinced, that such a Motion is only calculittd to

gratify the corrupt, to frown upon reform, and to assail the reputation of a gal-
lant Officer."

ATr. Wilbcrfarce explained.
The attention of the House was next called to the eloquence of Mr. Fox :

I feel myse'f placed in a situation somewhat cxtraorcinary on this occasion.

With a great part of what has been said on the merits of the First Lord of

the Admiralty 1 am strongly disposed to concur ; but at the same time. I cannot
see how these arguments tended to the conclusion at which they arrived. My
Honourable Friend near me (Mr. Sheridan,) has made, as he always does, a

speech of the utmost brilliancy and eloquence, in which, however, he seemed
to me to have almost entirely omitted the reasons on which he was to negative
the motion, and he contented him-elf with announcing the vote he was pre-

pared to give. Though ready to give my ready assent to the distinguished
worth and pre-eminent services of Lord St. Vincent, I feel that the best way I

can testify my respect for such a Character, is to give my vote for the motion.
Let there be ample means of inquiry afforded, so that the triumph of Lord St.

Vincent may he the more complete, satisfactory and glorious. It appears to

me that the defenders of Lord St. Vincent had but two courses which they
could with propriety pursue, either to say that no case whatever had been
made out, and then refuse all the papers asked, or to produce all the papers
which could, reasonably be asked for, and upon the consideration of those, to

call for the censure, or the acquittal of the House. Kut the lint of conduct
which Ministers have thought tit to take, does neither the one nor the other.

By granting some papers and refusing others, they admit enough to counte-

nance the suspicion of something wrong in the Naval Administration, and do
not go fir enough to let that suspicion be wiped away. 1 i:t the course which
Ministers have thought fit to adopt it is not difficult to explain. '1 hey wish to

defend Lord St. Vincent as they would have defended themselves; they wih
to put him on a level with them, to obtain the precedent of his great name to

resist inquiry, so that every other inquiry may be frustrated; they wifh to put
him on a level with Lord Hardvvicke, so that the refusal of inquiry in the
instance of one that can bear it, may be an argument for setting inquiry
aside when it might tend to produce discoveries they would suppress.

The Right Honourable Gentleman who spoke fii-t
(

* r. Tieniey) against
the motion, agrees that the papers alluded to in two of the motions should be

granted ; but he is of opinion that the third cannot be granted. If, hovyever,
to ask for any papsrs, be to cast some siur on the First Lord of the .admiralty,
why jre any papers granted ? Or is it because thote which arc refused might
lead to inquiry, that they are withheld ? If this bs the object of the defenders
of Lord i>t. Vincent, I am confident that he must disclaim such a mode of

proceeding. 1 am confident that he would countenance no nhuffling or evasion
to suppress inquiry; and that he would not be content if iie thought that it

could be suspected he was averse to have his administration canvassed.
Towards Lord M. Vincent I feel much personal friendship. ai:d this renders
me anxious that his reputation should stand high ;

but puMic motives give me
a still greater interest in his fame and honour. Of his glorious atchievemept
on the 14th of February, no man can think higher than I do ; but his conflict
with ths abuses and corruptions of his department appears u> be, though less

brilliant, not Lss arduous and meritorious. On the 1410, of February he

engaged and vanquished the enemy; but he has waged a war no less difficult

vvuli jobs, aud Contracts, and Frauds, lie has broken thur embattled line not
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less arduous than to penetrate that of the enemy. My admiration of him I*

increased, to find him possess, in so high a degree, that which is more rare than

fallamry

in the field: Civil Courage and Decision as well as Personal Courage,
feel that his virtues and public deserts in this contest with corruption, have

naturally led to that obloquy by which he has been pursued. The -attempt to

put to rout the hosts of corruption must have created him enemies. Such may
have been the persons from whom an Honourable Gentleman opposite (Mr.
"W'ilberforce) obtained the information he mentioned; but let the miserable

witnesses be brought forward, that their testimony may be examined and

disproved.
This calls to my mind an anecdote of a 'risible nature: It happened that

when Justice Willes, a man who to many eminent qualities added a considerable

portion of humour, was one day employed in trying a cause, I believe of mur-

der, and one of the witnesses deposed that a ghost had said so and so: " O,

very well (said the Judge), 1 have no objection to the evidence of a ghost; let

him be brought in and sworn !'' So, pro-vided the witnesses alluded to by the

Honouiable Gentleman can be brought forward, 1 have no objection to receive

their evidence at the bar of the House, that we may afterwards decide

upon it.

During the whole course of the debate, the only person who has made any
direct charge against the conduct of the Admiralty in general, is, my honour-

able and gallant relation, (Admiral Eerkely,) who spoke lately. As to the

Right Honourable Gentleman who made the motion, I confess, that he seems

to me to have made out little or no case. "With respect to the number of Gun-
bjats in employment now, and at former periods, the comparison affords no

conclusion, unless it be shewn likewise that the exigency of the case was such,
as to demand greater exertions and a greater proportion cf this species of force.

Unless too it can be shewn, that of Gun-brigs a greater number ought to be

employed ;
the late period, at which the Admiralty made the contracts for such

vessels, proves nothing. The Right Honourable Gentleman likewise proposes
to address the Crown, recommending greater exertions in this way ; but any
'measures for the improvement of our defence must be left to those who are in

official situations. In viewing our state of defence, the great mind of the

'Right Honourable Gentleman must see, that it must be judged of upon a gene-
'ral system, and not upon any particular poh:t : it is impossible but that in

viewing each point separately there must appear to be some deficiency. It is

evident, however, that some inferior parts must be overlooked, in order that

the perfection of the whole may be obtained; and I am inclined to think, that

if there be any part of our defence which it was more safe to sacrifice thrui

another, from its being of inferior moment, it is that of which the .Right
Honourable Gentleman has in?isted. Mad the motion been for papers generally,
I might have been a little puzzled to know how 1 should vote; though I believe

I still should have voted for inquiry.
Ministers profess themselves fiiends of Lord Sf. Vincent in the present

instance ; but in what manner have they shewn themselves solicitous about the

Fame" and the Accommodation of that Noble Lord on other occasions : Do we
not know, that for at least 'eighteen months a difference of the most serious

kind, and to the impediment of public business, existed between the First Lard
and the Secretary of'tie Admiralty ? yet that Secretary preserved his place for a

year and an half, under those very Minister* who lately contended, that on
account of a coolness between the Lord 1 icutenant of Ireland nnd the Com-
rr,ander in Chief there, in was impossible that the latter could, consistently
with the public safety, remain in his place a week. I cannot help thinking,

therefore, that the defence now set up by Ministers, as rather intended to be a

convenient protection to themselves for the future, than as any thing which
Lord St. Vincent's case would require. The s: me Right Honourable Gentle-

man, (Mr. Tierney,) to whose defence of the Admiralty I have
just ailudtd,

says too, that there is no complaint against the Admiralty out of doors; and

at'", that the public were equally content with the whols conduct of the present
Miiii-iers. As to the general character of Ministers with the public, 1 shall give
no testimony; but if the conduct of Ministers were to be the subject of discus-

sion, and decided by argument, it would no: be difficult to shew what the pub-
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lie ongrit to think of them. Suffer me to illustrate this by a good humoured
comparison, which on general principles of:cn affords the best illustration.

In one of Moliere's plays, a grave old gentleman marries a young wife, or docs

something or other not very suitable to his character. Every body, however,
is mightily content with what he had done, except that when it is mentioned,
every one bursts out a laughing. In the same manner, though it happens that

every body is so well content with the present Ministers, yet when their merits
are spoken of, it generally produces a laugh, or at least a smile, on every coun-
tenance. Different indeed is Lord St. Vincent in this respect from all his col-

leagues. But in order to strengthen the public confidence in Lord St. Vincent,
let the administration of the Admiralty be examined, and the services of that

Noble Lord will appear even more important than they have yet been
estimated. In votinr for this motion on these grounds, I am conscious that I do
that which private friend-hip and public duty equally prescribe.
The Chancellor of tie Exchequer said, he did cot mean to enter into a minute

defence of Lord ot. Vincent; that had already been ably done. He onljr

proposed to make some observations upon what had fallen from the Honour-
able Gentleman (Mr. Fox), The Honourable Gentleman had said, that the

only course to be pursued with respect to the five Motions of the Right
Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) was, to consent to, or reject them altogether.
To the first and last of these motions there was no objection, as they only went
to lay before the House the number of ships, and also the number of seamen
and marines employed in our service; but nothing had been stated by the

Right Honourable Gentleman fVr. Pitt) which could in any degree call upon,
the Noble Lord at the head of the Admiralty to be put upon his defence. He
consented to the two motions to which he had alluded, because they Would
tend to do away whatever doubts remained as to the amount of the Naval
Force employed by this country. As to the motion of the Right Honourable
Gentleman with respect to the number of Gun-boats contracted tor, he not only-

thought it would he inexpedient to produce such a document, but if granted, it

muit necessarily give rise to an inquiry why more or less were not contracted
for. Such an inquiry must in that case be instituted in order to ascertain whe-
ther the number now employed were sufficient for the public purposes. The
same observations also applied to the motion requiring an account of the number
of ships contracted for in 1793. and 18: i, and during the present war. If this

motion were granted, there would also be a necessity that an inquiry should
take place as to the reasons which had induced Lord St. Vincent to contract for

such a certain number of vessels : the fourth motion was liable to a similar

objection. He contended, that if an Address to His Majesty wtre moved, to

order an increased number of any description of vessels, it must necessarily be

preceded by inquiry, and then he would a?k, whether any mismanagement ou
the part of the Admiralty had been stated so great as to rendtr inquiry neces-

sary ? At the same tirr.e Ministers were anxious that every necessary informa-
tion should be laid before the House. With respect to che employment of
Gun- vessels, he felt the force of what had been stated, of the folly of bending
cur great means to such trifling objects. Hs thn read a Jetter from a Naval
Officer, describing a survey he had made on the coast of France, and stating it

as his opinion, that no possible advantage could result from making use of small

vessels in that quarter; because Gun-vesels employed in that way must necessa-

rily be disabled, without doing any material injury to the enemy's force.

\Vith respect to the application of these vessels to the defence of our own coast,
there was no necessity for it, as our coast was already amply defended; whilst
from the North 1 orelind large ships might come so close to the land as to be
enabled effectually to destroy any small vessels which might attempt to land

troops. As to the boats employed in the last war, he had in his hand a letter from
a Lieutenant in the Navy upon that subject, which described them as utterly
unfit lor any active service. t>ome of them were Dutch Hoys, bought up for

the service, and ivLicL- ictre employed in tlie expedition to Holland^ but tubicb were ta

I jd that tbey tvouhl
scarcely keep the sen, and many of the boats which bad iffa talked of

ti-ere quite rotten and drcu\e,L 'i here was now, however, a description of ves-
sels in the river, calculated to render an essential service : It was not Gun-
vcistls, but Gun-brigs that were wanted, *aiid of diis dcscriptiou of vessels ho
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believed it was a fact, that 20 had been built in the last war, which were not

ordered till the year 1801. Lord St. Vincent was of opinion that these Gun-

brigs might be rendered of essential service to the defence of the Country, and

therefore orders had been given to replace those of the former, which had been

lost, and to increase the number by building 23 more. It might be said, Why
not gire the order sooner ? But it was the opinion of Lord St. Vincent, that the

Sloops of War already contracted for ought to be built before the Gun-brigs were

put upon the stocks; and also that his Majesty's ships of the largest descrip-

tions, which had 'likewise been contracted for, ought to be completed
before the Gun-brigs were begun upon. It had been stated that there was a

deficiency of 800 Shipwrights in his Majesty's Dock-yards; he denied the fact.

He believed, on the contrary, that the number of Shipwrights in his Majesty's

Dock-yards was at the present moment within 58 of any period during the last

war, whilst the effective strength was greater. Lord St. Vincent had put the

axe to the root of Jobbing, injured Peculation, and on that account had largely
shared in obloquy, in common with some of the best and greatest men in the

Country. He contended that the Admiralty had laboured well for the Coun-

try, and he was sure that the public felt a deep interest in the proceedings of

that Board. He should not certainly consent to any motion which must neces-

sarily produce an inquiry into the conduct of the Board of Admiralty, which
would be taking up the time of the House to no purpose.

Captain Marttam rose, and began by saying, that it appeared necessary for

him to clear up some mistakes or misrepresentations which originated in the

course of the debate. The reason for having stated the number of seamen in

the month of December last, in preference to any other month, was, that the

regular returns had been made to the Admiralty at that period. There were
then 76.054 seamen on board his Majesty's navy. Since the month of Decem-
ber no less than 6.441 had been added, and the return of marines was 15,679.
All these added together made a total of 98,174 men. Those returns were to

be found in the Admiralty, and had no connexion with the Navy Office.

There were no less than 19 Sloops of War contracted for, and were to be built

in the month of November last, and there were very sufficient reasons for Gun-
boats having been ordered previous to the contractors completing the Sloops.
It was not from an idea that these would be immediately required, but in order
to be in readiness for particular purposes. As. to the Sloops not having been
built sooner than in three months, he could confidently state, that no disadvan-

tage would result from that circumstance. It would have been very injudicious
to build them in a hurry, or of raw or green wood, which always proved leaky ;

and he did not imagine that Buonaparte's Gun-boats would be found, on trial,

to answer his purpose, for a similar reason. He would rather have Gentlemen
be inclined to concealment, than to divulge any circumstances which might

prove injurious to the country. It would be necessary, in the first place, to

liave on hand a great stock of timber, were ships to be built in Merchants'

yards. Those vessels which were built in the King's yards were more substan-

tially built than others He meant nothing personal against any individual,
when he said, however, that in his opinion a proper use had never been made
of Shipwrights in this country. The Ships built in the King's yards wtic whole-
some and sound for the men to live in ; those built elsewhere, were generally
found to get what is called the dry rot ; they inclined the men to fevers, and
were soon rendered unserviceable. He might even say, that those ships which
were built in Merchants' yards, had been the ruin of the Navy; for such was
the inferiority of the ships built in the Merchants' yards, that the old Royal
\Villiara, lying at ^pithead, and built in the year 1719, was better than many
which had been built within these five years. He did not know eiactly what
the Hon. Admiral meant, by alluding to 19 sail being taken when under con-

voy; he was not aware of any such thing having ever happened. On the whole,
in considering the na lire of the present motions, he, for his part, must say,
that personal motives were to be presumed. If the Right Honourable Gentle-
man, or any other person, had any fixtd and determined charge to bring for-

ward against the Noble Lord who had the direction of the Naval department,
he would wish rather that they should state their charges directly and opciUy
against them, than go about it in the maaner they seemed inclined to dc.
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Sir William Curtis expressed himself to be also at a loss to know what convoy
the Hon. Admiral had alluded to in the course of his speech; because he too

might perhaps have had an unlucky hit among the number. He begged to

know where the Right Honourable Gentleman would wish to place his Gun-
boats, could a greater number be immediately procured. '1 hey were only fit

for assembling to protect the coast, and he could venture to say, that merchants'

vessels were never so well protected as at the present moment. In the year

1793, the number of vessels taken by the enemy was 418 ; in 1794, they were

484; in 1795, 493; and in 1796, there were no less than 793 vessels of various

descriptions lost. He did not know what Gentlemen would wish to have, when
we had at present fleets every where. For his part, after having heard the

discussion which had taken place on this subject, he could venture to say, that

he should this night repose upon his pillow with a greater degree of satisfaction

than he could have done, had not the conduct of Lord St. Vincent been called

in question by the present motion.
Mr. Courtcnay said, it was highly gratifying to observe, that every one who

had spoken of the Noble Lord at the head of the Admiralty, had done so in

terms that implied there could be no doubt what would be the termination of

any enquiry that might be instituted. The present question had led to a dis-

cussion which convinced every Gentleman of the firm basis on which the secu-

rity of the country reposed. As long as eloquence shall consist in correctness

of judgment, simplicity and truth, it will be admitted that the gallant Admiral
under the gallery (Sir Ed-ward Pelleiv} has defended Lord St. Vincent with some
of those rhetorical powers for which Seamen are not always distinguished. He
\vas one of those who considered, that of all others, a Professional Man was the

most suited for the high station occupied by Lord St. Vincent ; and he deemed
it as absurd to place a person in different habits in that situation, as to advance
a Sailor or a Soldier to the highest rank in the Courts of British Jurisprudence.
On every ground, whether he regarded the character of the Noble Lord, or

the public welfare, he considered the present motion fit to be supported.
Mr. Pitt.

"
I should have expected that the observation of an Honourable and

JLearned Gentleman nearme, would have been considered decisive ay to the merits

of the present question. We are called upon, say the Ministers, to refuse certain

papers, because they will lead to enquiry. What is that but to say, that when full

information is afforded, doubts must rest upon the minds of the Members of this

House, which can alone be removed by serious investigation ? These doubts

must be felt on the most important subject ; whether the naval force, in its pre-
sent state, be competent to the national security ; and if such preparations are

making as will in future place it on a footing adequate to meet the growing exi-

gencies for the public defence. But these documents, which they acknowledge
would create this uncertainty, are not to be supplied, and Parliament i* to bs
left in utter ignorance of these important matters, lest :he people should suppose
there is danger. This is not to claim confidence in Lord St. Vincent, it is to

derogate from his reputation; for to enquire, they tell u;., is to mistrust. What
sort of hope is it, then, with which an i.on. Baronet (bir W. Curtis) is inspired,
which is to dispose him to retire to his pillow, af:er the debate of this night,
in so much confidence and security ? the lo.;g sleep of death seems alone capable
of rendering us insensible, to alarm under these reprcsrntations. if that event

should not tranquillize our feelings, we may survive only to witness the decay
of our marine, the dissipation of our finances, the surrender of the fortunes,
the honour, and the glory of the country. But let it not be said I am trifling
with the feelings of the House by these melancholy view*. 1 believe, with a

fit application of the resources, tiie country may not only be rendered secure,

but triumphant; but with the species ot tahe cjnfidence. of delusion, which is

attempted to be supported, 1 know not what tatal catastrophe m;:y be the result.

I have been very much astonished at the extraordinary turn this debate ha*

taken. Ministers had previously applied to be informed of the nature of the

motions I meant to propose. 1 informed them, and I certa:Hly understood it

was their intentions to accede to two of the motions, without any objections

being suggested."
Mr. Pitt then entered v ith some asperity on the arguments \yhich Mr. Tier-

ney a;.d Professional Men had brought forward against his .Motion : and, <ii-



336 DEBATE OS THE PRESENT

playing a. mind rather irritati^i than convinced by the various mv.tical informa-

tion that had been brought, forward, concluded in the following manner; again

alluding to tys favourite idea of employing the Merchants' dock yards ; which
the late trial between sir Andrew S. Hammond afid the partners of the late Mr.

Randall, has sufficiently shewn to be pregnant with much danger :

" All the motive of this discussion on my part, is to shew that the exertions in

the naval department are inadequate. Great as may be my respect for .Lord St.

Vincent, I cannot be guilty of the hypocrisy to say, this department of the str-

vicc has been wisely conducted. I have a greater stake even than the reputation
of the Noble Lord, it is no less than the safety and existence of the country, and
the fulfilment of my duty, at this critical juncture, as a Member of the British

Parliament. What in nature can induce the Admiralty, acknowledging as they
do the utility of tins force, thus to circumscribe it. This conduct seems to be go-
verned by some su;/. motive as influenced the 5th Harry, when he would not
have another hero to share in the victory. Are they fearful of adding another

Gun-brig to partake in the glory ? The building in Merchants' yards, they say,
is subject to t-erious objections, .\* i^r as my experience can inform, none of those

that have been stated are capable of being supported. Have we not the besc

mercantile marine in the world ? and is not that erected in these yards ? The
ships of the hast India Company, which are as perfect and complete as any ap-

plied to the purposes of navigation on any service wrutevi r, are built in these

yards. Why then are these extensive dcpozs of private property and public in-

dustry to be so mercilessly decried ? The Hon. Gentleman who was so severe

in his censure on the Merchants' yards, was not less so in his remarks on the pe-
culation in his Majesty's yards, and these he introduced as a defence of the

Noble Lord ; but he was not aware, that he by this defeated his own purpose,
and tended to shew, that the Navy could no where be supplied ;

for both in the

private and public institutions for its maintenance, there was such a system of
nefarious dealing, as to make them both equally unfit to be employed." Air.

Pitt concluded his speech with an eloquent panegyric on the gallantry of Lord
St. Vincent, and said, he couM retain his respect and gratitude for his for-

mer services, without neglecting the serious duty he wa* now called upon to

perform.
Sir 'James Ptilteney spoke in defence of the conduct of the Board of Admiralty ;

and recapitulating the statements of Sir EJtvard Pti'.tiu, Captain Afartbam, ami
Mr. AdJington, respecting the state and efficiency of our naval force, contended,
that we were able to block up the enemy in their ports, and to deride their me-
naces of invasion.

At half past twelve the House became urgent for the question, and the Gallery
was cleared. A r. Pitt's first and second Motions were agreed <o. Upon the

question being put on the. third, some further discussion took place, introduced

fay IV. r. /c.v. At half past one o'clock the House divided, when the number s

were,
For Mr. PITT'S Motion - 130

Against it - -
. - - 201 Majority 71

\VEENE5DAV, MARCH 21.

IN A COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND MEANS,

The Chancellor of the Exchequer stated, that if Gentlemen would take the tron.

ble of looking iuto the third page of the dl.trlbutlon faper, they would perceive
that the total sum granted lor the Naval Service for the year 1803, was

9,951,378!. 135. id., but that the d;mand for the year had been satisfied with

i.1c MIUI 8,174,711!. 145. 2*d and therefore the grant* for the Naval S

exceeded the expenditure Ly the sum of 1,776,6661.183. icrd. This bei:

case, he should propose ihit the amount cf the surplus should go towards the

raising the supply. He should have movzd a grant cf ti:c whole of that sum,
had it not been for a particular circumstance. In the nth pag. of the distribu-

tion paper, it ivould appear there had been several payments ibr other s^r

not being part of the sv^iiesgrautcd for tiie service oi cl-.e jcar, or cnunu.
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i5 rach the?? amounted to 579,706!. 75. zd. Ail these payments were made
under Acts of Parliament which admitted of tlieir being taken out of the Ways
and Mean*, it had been usual to vote a sum to make good the payments for

such services; but. in the pn '-::t year, the supply lor naval services having
been more than sufficient by 17.776,667! it was proposed to apply it to the pay-
ment of them. But ; t was not to be understood there had been a saving to that

amount
; in point of fact the navy debt had encreased. The grants were not

more than .ufficient to defray that de;it. The reason of it every Gentleman
was avvai _ of; pjrt of the debt occurred in consequence of the necessity of

completing the arrears of wages of sailors on foreign service, for which bill*

were given, which bills were not yet due. He concluded by moving,
" That

towards raiding the supply, there should be issued the sum of 1,370,664!. as. 8|d.
being the surplus -if the gra::

Sir JoL;t S-ncLir wished to be .nfori-i : ^> $he Minister whether the saving*
!n the Navy arose from 1.10 great and meritorious economy of the First Lord
of the Admiralty, or from the number of seamen being less than had been
voted i

The Clafiallor oftie Exchequer sz\&, that there was most certainly a great saving
in expenses, owing to the firm and economical conduct of the First Lord of the

Admiralty i and in thi particular instance, it was to be attributed, partly to

economy, and partly to the deficiency of seamen , the number of whom, how-
ever, was, notwithstanding all difficulties in their way, only 1,50) short, at

present, of the number voted. I'herc had lvv:i great and unprecedented diffi-

culties in the way of procur.ne; s, 1^.11. Had all of those voted been raised im-

mediately, then probably then; would have been little saving. But he still con-

sidered that saving as a matter of grvjat cncpuragement. There was no sort of

fallacy whatever in the accounts presented. He knew there was a di-po-ition
to impute to him a wish to conce;,! from the public the true state bf their affairs,

but his conduct never should justify such imputation : Had there not been

economy, there might now have been not savings, but arrears.

After some remarks from Air. ^turgea, to which the Chancellor oftie Exchequer
and V'.r. Tieraey replied, and a mutual explanation between Mr. Addiapttn aud
Lord FethlMt, the Resolution was agreed to.

FOREIGN REPORTS.

EAST INDIES.

A CCOUNTS from the Isle of France, via Bourdeaux, states that Admiral
"^ Linois had sailed for the Cape of Good Hope, for the purpose of preventing
its falling into the hands of the English.

No Prize Money has as yet been paid in England for the capture of Pondi-

cherry, to either sailors or soldiers; some little distribution has only been made
in India. It b hcwever expected at the India House, that something will be
divided ere long.

Captain Nob'e, of the ship Samuel Elam, arrived at Philadelphia from the

Isle of France, from whence he sailed on the i8th November, and reports, that

Admiral Linois's squadron, which left the Mauritius more than three weeks
before him, had proceeded to Batavia. Captain Noble adds, that several large

privateers had s.iled on a cruise in the Bay of i'engal.

Letters received overland, dated from Bombay, jist December, state, that

the extra ship Huddart, was dispatched from thence for hngland loth Decem-
ber. The Kiphiimone was sent from Bombay to

. Chron. CtoJ.XI. x x
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Bombay, Dec. 31. The Bridgwatcr, from Botany Bay, was spoke off Caps
Cameron by the Fame, Allison, arrived here on the 2,th inst. from Bengal.

By her we learn that the Cato, and a ship, name unknown, which sailed in

company with the Bridgwater, were lost, with every person on board, io

ome Streights to the Eastward.

MEDITERRANEAN.

The homeward bound fleet from the Mediterranean arrived under convoy of

the Diana frigate, which has been put under quarantine at Plymouth.

The Queen Charlotte, Andrews, from Smyrna, for London, has been cut

out of 'Gibraltar bay by her crew, and carried into Cadiz, where they were
taken charge of by a French 74 gun ship, and both the ship and the crew are

given up to the English Consul for justice. This was an honourable act on the

part of the enemy, and we hope will serve as an example to all nations.

NORTHERN STATES.

A part of the Russian naval force is supposed to be destined for Naples, ia

consequence of which the enemy's force in that country has lately received con-

siderable reinforcements, and the King, at the date of the last accounts, was
about to raniove to Sicily. -From Denmark we learn, that the Dutch squadron
still continues- at Bergert, a circumstance at which the Court of Copenhagen is

said to have expressed considerable displeasure ; it being understood, that the

enemy have an intention of making that neutral port a rendezvous for a force

to be employed against some part of Great Britain, probably Scotland. The
Amethyst British frigate is arrived at Bergen, to watch the motions of the

enemy.

NARROW SEAS.

A letter from an Officer m the Squadron off Havre, dated the igth of March,
states, that there are now in the road 14 schooners, 16 large luggers, 14 cutter-

rigged vessels, 7 brigs, and 15 ketches, fully armed and manned. These vessels

are exercised daily at the mouth of the river, and the guard-boats of our squa-
dron row every night within pistol-shot of them, but it is impossible to attack

them with our large ships.

Falmoutb, April 2. Sailed his Majesty's brig Gannet, of 18 guns, Captain
BaSs, on a cruise; the Peterell and Aurora ships cf war, with the outward-
bound West India fleet uader convoy, and proceeded down channel with a fair

wind at East.

Torbay, April 7. Sailed yesterday morning with a light air to tht North-

ward, the whole fleet of West Indiamcn, under convoy of la Trompeuse, for

Falmouth. Arrived yesterday and remain his Majesty's brig Kite, of 18 guns.
Sailed this morning for Plymouth the Resolution cutter.

ast, April 9. Arrived his Majesty's ship Trompeuse, of 18 guns. Cap-
tain Godwin, from Portsmouth to the West Indies, and several vessels from
London ;

also the Etna bomb, to give instruction to the outward-bound Medi-
terranean fleet waiting, convoy here. The Leviathan, with the remainder of
the iket, are hourly expected here. Sailed the Diana packet, St. Aubyn, with
mail* of the i;th ult. and 3d inst. for Lisbon.

Torbay, April 14. Kis Majesty's frigate Nemesis, Captain Somerville, yes-

terday hove to outside the Berry Head, sent her boat on shore after her dis-

patches, and then made sail again immediately. This morning arrived from a
cruize, and at present remains, but intends to sail again this. evening, his Ma-
jesty's sloop Pheasant, Captain Cary. Wind N.N.E. with very fine weather.

Falmoutb, April 1 6. Arrived the Busy sloop of war, with several ships under

convoy from the Downs, to join the outward-bound West India Convoy. The
Hazard sloop of war was spoke with on the ijih uisuiu, to the N.E. of St.

Ive's. Wind N.E.



ROME REPORTS. 339.

fj, April 17. This day arrived the French schooner Mare'ngo, from

Goree, having on board Colonel Frazer and 47 troops ; they have been two
months on their passage, and were obliged to put into Teneriffe for refresh-

ment : The Defence cutter, Captain Burrows, from a cruize : His Majesty's

brig Busy, of 18 guns, Captain Clinch, from the Downs, to give instructions to

the ships waiting convoy for the West Indies. Sailed the Fox cutter, Lieu-
tenant Nicholson, to join the fleet off Brest : The Auckland packet, Skeyler, with
a King's messenger and a mail for Lisbon.

PLYMOUTH.
March 27. Came in yesterday from the command of the In-shore squadron

off Brest outer road to refit, the Foudroyant, 84 guns, Rear-Admiral Sir T.

Graves, K.B. ;
she remains in Cawsand Bay : The Prince Frederick, 64 guns,

Lieutenant Gordon, moved yesterday into Cawsand Bay, to lie there as a block

or guard-ship. Sailed the Venerable, 74 guns, Captain Dacres, to join the in-

shore squadron off Brest. Sir E. Pellew. Bart, sailed in the Tenant, 84 guns,
for his blockading station off Ferrol and Corunna; and the Spartiate, 84 guns,

Capt. Manley, i to follow in a few days ibr the same station ; there will then

be nine sail of the line, besides frigates and cutf.ro.

28 Came in front the squadron off Ferroi, to refit, the Ardent, 64 guns.

Captain Winthrop. Letters from one of our cruisers state, that there are only
three line of battle ships and four frigates in Ro^hefort, so that two must have

escaped, and two frig-aces; whither bound is uncertain. This frigate was chased

on her station by a French line of battle ship ai.d a frigate, supposed going to

1'Orient, for a whole day ; but escaped by superior saihng. The Colossus, 74

guns, Capt. Seymour, chased a French corvette of i8g'<ns a few days since, but

she got into port by favour of the night. Sailed some transports, w . di troops
for Guernsey, to join their respective regiments, under convoy of a cuuer. The
"West India fleet, 30 sail, with the Aurora, 36 guns, Capt. Malbon, are now
abreast of Poulet Point for Falmouth, with a tine leading wjn'd at E.N.E.

April i. The account of the melancholy loss of that fine ship, the Magnifi-
cent, of 74 guns, Cape. W. R. Jervis, is confirmed. The Topaz, of 36 guns,

Capt. Luke, arrived in the Sound with the account yesterday morning early:-
the Magnificent was lost by striking on a ledge of snnken rocks, not laid down
in the charts, near the Black Rocks, off Brest, a few days since. The Captain,
Officers, and crew, were all providentially saved by the exertions of the boats

of the off-shore squadron ; her Officers and crew were all out but a short period
when she turned over, and went down ; so that her stores and guns, with the

hull, are totally lost, and will be of no use to the enemy. Thus has perished
one of the finest 74*8 in the service, of her size and class ; she was built in 1766,
at Deptford [See Naval Chronicle, Vol. I, Appendix,] and has been in con-

stant service during different wars, and generally a favourite ship.

7.. Arrived from off Brest, the Colossus, of 74 guns, Captain Seymour, with

Captain Jervis, the Officers, and the greater part of the crew of the Magnificent.
It is with concern we state, that the Officers of Marines, and about 80 men, in

the hurry of trying to save themselves, got on board a large launch, and have
not since been heard of, though it is hoped they have been picked up by some
of our cruiEers, or made prisoners. It is said Captain Jervis suffers a great loss

in a complete service of plate, worth 1500! which went down with the wreck.

This was a present of a noble ftiend and relation. The Magnificent went into

dock at this yard, about five or six years since, and received a most complete
and thorough repair. Fvery defective plank, band, knee, rib, &c. were taken

out, and replaced with sound timber, by the care of the then builder, and his

assistants of the dock yard. When she was turned out of dock, after two years'

repair, she was in every respect equal to a ship just off the stocks. Letters from
one of our cruizers, dated the beginning of February off Scilly, state the loss of

the Raven brig corvette, of 18 guns, but that all the cr^w were saved, and on
board the Kent, of 74 guns. The Raven was originally 1'Arethuse. taken from
the French by the Excellent, Hon. R. StppforJ, BC4r 1'Orient, October JCth

1799-
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4. Arrived from the fleet off Brest, which she left all well on the ist inst.

the Niobe, 44 guns, Captain Scott. The enemy's fleet as usual. When the

Officers of the Royal Marines, and the remainder of the ship's company of the

Magnificent, of 74 guns, ahout eighty-four in number, were last seen in the

hunch of the Impctueux, of 84 guns, it blew hard, with a heavy sea, and the

men were seen baling out water ; but as there was a small island leeward of the

launch, there were hopes entertained that they might reach it, and save their

Jives, though made prisoners.

5. Cams up from Falmouth, after having convoyed to that port 30 sail of

transports and ships for the W>st Indies, to join fhe Ptterell's convoy of 40
sail (since sailed for the Leeward Islands), the Aurora, 32 guns, Captain Mal-
bon. Came in from Cork, last from Falmouth, with a convoy, the Nymph
cutter, 14 guns, Lieutenant Bettesworth, to refit.

PORTSMOUTH.
Marct 23. This day sailed the Falcon cutter, with several West India ships

under convoy, for Falmouth, there to join the outward-bound fleet. His

.Majesty's ship Aionzo, Captain Impey, this morning went out of harbour to

SpithcaJ.

25. The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have (through the repre-
sentation of Captain O'hryen, commanding the Sea Fencibles on this coast)

accepted the voluntary offer of several Captains, Commanders, and Lieutenant^
of the Navy, on half-pay, to render every service in their power, should the

enemy attempt a landing on this part of the coast.

April i. This morning sailed his Majesty's ship Trompeuse, of iS guns,
Captain Godwin, for Ireland. Several outward-bound West India ships went
with her to join the convoy at Falmouth. Sailed also the Ariadne, of 32 guns,
Captain Elphinstone, on a cruise. His Majesty's ship Athenian, of 74 guns,
Captain Faverman, is gone out of the harbour to Spithead; she is a remarkably
fine ship, and it is supposed she will be ordered to the East Indies. The Revo-
lutionaire frigate, Captain Lock, is paid off.

3. This morning arrived the Union East Tndiaman, and four ships from the
Fouth Sea. Also his Majesty's thip Busy and Pluto, from a cruize, and a con-

voy from the Downs, among which was the Perseverance outward-bound East
India ship. The Leviathan, of 74 guns, Captain .jaymun, with the trade for

Gibraltar and Malta, is still lying at St. Helen's. The Eurydice frigate,

appointed to take the convoy to Newfoundland, is quite ready, aad only waits
the arrival of some ships from the river.

5. Arrived the Tribune frigate from a cruise, and the Whitby transport
from the Downs. Sailed the Falcon Revenue cutter with the Union, from

Madras, and five homeward-bound South .Sea Men, under convoy for th$
Downs. The Eurydice frigate has a signal for the coast of Africa.

NORTH SEAS.
Deal, Morel 43. Little wind at N. N. W. Sailed on a cruise the Conflict

gun-brig, Lieutenant Lowe. Arrived the Admiral Mitchell cutter, Lieutenant

Sheppard, from Dover Roads, and remain in the Downs with his Majesty's

ships and vessels.

25. Nothing satisfactory respecting the late movement of the Boulogne flo-

tilla has yet transpired,, and we arc consequently in a ftate of uncertainly, thougk'
from the circuniltance of no heavy firing being heard, we are inclined to be-

lieve that the whole was nothing more than one of their manoeuvring move-
ments. Oue thing, however, seems generally believed hy the moil intelligent

persons, that a much greater number of their flotilla cnn ;et cut on one side

than was heretofore supposed the heft informed say, from :co fo 300 sail.

An order has arrived from the Board of Customs, for all the (; {Seers and persons;
in their employ to sail immediately with their large boat* and galleys, and put
themselves under the command of Captain Owen, The extra boat, coinnri^ Jed,
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by Mr. Heard, has already sailed. In consequence of a sudden shift of the wind
to the S. W. at three o'clock P. M. a part of our blockading squadron are now
coming into the Downs, the gale being so strong, as to make a lee shore on an,

enemy's coast very dangerous. The remainder will stand over to Dungencss.
It has blown hard from the S. W. all this morning. Sailed to Sheerness the Vul-
ture sloop, Captain Green ; and Speedy sloop, Captain i/'igott ; also, for the

River, the Hon. East India Company's ship Wilpole, from India. Came dov. n

from Sheerness, la Virginie frigate, Captain P.eresford; also from the River, the

Hon. P.ast India Company's ship Ruby, Captain Blake, for the Haft Indies. Ar-
rived the Squirrel frigate, Dart sloop of war, and Basilisk gun-brig, from a. cruise ;

and the Curlew sloop of war from the westward.

26. Wind S. S. W. Arrived yesterday evening the Diana frigate, from the

Mediterranean, with convoy, which are sailed for the River. Arrived the Eu-

ryalus and Siene frigates; the Autumn, Harpy, and Bonetta sloops of war;
Fury and Vesuvius bombs; Minx and Locust gun-brigs, having been by the

ctrong south west gales blown from off their cruising stations from the French'

coast; and remain in the Downs with his Majesty's ships ; and the outward-
bound as per last. The Diana frigate is released from quarantine, and is now
under sail for the westward. The Spider sloop has a signal for convoy to the

westward. The whole of the Boulogne squadron have been blown in. The
enemy, it appears, had sevsnty five of their boats in the roads, but the late

gale came on so suddenly that very few of thrm were able to get back safe into

the harbour, borne were driven on shore,; others were obliged to run for Calais ;

and from the confusion observed among them, there can be no doubt that they

experienced a very heavy loss. Among the frigates which have arrived here to

reinforce the squadron is the Virgin ie, which 1 am happy has not been found so

defective as was some time ago represented. The weather at present is mode*
rate, and therefore I suppose that our blockading squadron will soon resume its

station. "1 he British squadron now cruising off the Texel, under the command
of Admiral Thornborough, consists of the Ruby, Defence, Hero, Princess, of

Orange, Raisonable, Unicorn frigate, and Scorpion brig.

27. Wind S. S. W. Sailed la Chiffonne and Euryalus frigates, on a cruise

off Boulogne ; and the Perseus bomb for Yarmouth.

a8. Wind C. N. E. Came down from the River, and sailed through the

Downs, the Hon. East India Company's ship Asia, for the Last Indies, failed

his Majesty's ships Illustrious, Captain Sir Charles Hamilton ; 1'Imperieuse fri-

gate; Squirrel ditto. Captain Browne; Dart sloop of war. Captain Brownrigg;
Harpy ditto, Captain Heywood ; Fury bomb, Captain Laiigford; Locust gun-
brig, Lieutenaut Lake ; Milbrook schooner, Lieutenant Stark; with several other

ships of war, on a cruise off Boulogne. Also the Spider sloop with the outward-

bound as before, under convoy, to the westward. Arrived his Majesty's ships

Braakel, Captain George Clarke ; Stately, Captain Scott, and William store-

ship; with the Enterprize, Francis; Ives, Foles; Catherine, Wrangham ; Queen,
Walker; Starling, Britton

; Robert, Thorn; with several other ships, under

quarantine, from Malta, and remain with his Majesty's ships as before. 1 he
Arab frigate has received orders to take her station in the Rolling Ground, op-

posite Harwich, and all the block ships are immediately to take their respective
.nations for the protection of the entrance of the King's Channel, the Swin, and
the Wallet. From the squadron under Commodore fair Sydney Smith welearn^
that on the evening of the 24th of March, five boats manned with volunteers

from the Antelope, and four boats from the Magicienne, undertook to cut out

near the Scaw an armed brig, but before they could effect their purpose, they
were attacked by an armed schooner, which obliged them to abandon their en-

terprise. The boats sustained considerable loss, having five men killed and ten

wounded ; among the latter are two Officers, one of whom is wounded in the,

neck. The boats succeeded in setting fire to the brig before they quitted her,
but the schooner taking posscsion pf her immediately, the enemy found means
to extinguish the flames.

29. The Monarch sailed last night, with Lord Keith on board. It is sup-

posed that his Lordship was gi ing ovci to Boulogne, but the wind coming froiu,
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the westward, he returned this afternoon. The Virginia is going up to the;

None, having sustained some damage in consequence of another frigate running
1

foul of her. Arrived the meteor bomb, from a cruise off Boulogne ; and remain
with the rest of his Majesty's ships as per last, the William store ship ; Stately,
of 64 guns; and Braakel, of 50 guns, under quarantine.

April 2. Wind N. E. Sailed the Hon. East India Company's ship Perseve-

rance, Captain Tweedle, with the outward-bound to Portsmouth. Sailed his

Majesty's ship Illustrious; I'lmmortalite, la Seine, and Squirrel frigates ; AIK
tumn, Alonzo, Bonetta, and Curlew sloops of war

; Fury bomb
;
Archer and

Jackall gun-brigs ; with the stone ships, to Boulogne. Sailed his Majesty's ship

Trusty and William store-ship, to the More.

3. Wind N. Sailed yesterday after post, the Admiral Mitchell armed cutter,
commanded by Lieutenant Williams, with a fleet of transports under convoy to

Portsmouth. His Majesty's ship Illuftrious, Captain Sir C harks Hamilton, is

returned to the Downs. Arrived the Thunder bomb, from .-^pithead.

5. Wind W. N. W. squally, with hail, snow, and rain. Arrived the Fury
bomb, Captain F. Langford, from a cruise off Boulogne. The Locust gun-brig,
commanded by Lieutenant Lake, is this afternoon arrived in the Downs, hav-

ing been, by the very strong westerly gales, blown from off her cruising station

off Boulogne : the rest of the British squadron are anchored at Dungeness. A
new sloop of war called the King Fisher, lately launched at Dover, is arrived

in tfye dock-yard at Sheerness, to be coppered, and fitted for sea.

Promotion^ attfj appointment.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, APRIL 23, 1804.

THIS Day, in pursuance of the King's pleasure, the following Flag- Officers

of his Majesty's fleet were promoted

From the Rank of Admirals of the Blue, to be Admirals of the Wlitc.

Sir Richard Onslow, Bart. Sir Robert Kingsmill, Bart. Sir Hyds Parker,
Knt. Benjamin CaldwelJ, Esq. Hon. William Cornwallis.

Vice-Admirah of the Red, to be Admirals of the Blue.

Thomas Mackenzie, Esq. Sir Roger Curtis, Bart. Sir Henry Harvey, K.B.

Robert Man, Jisq. Charles Holmes Cahnady, Esq. John Bourmaster, Esq.
Sir George Young, Knt. John Henry, Esq. Richard Rodney Bligh, Es<j.-^

Alexander Graeme, Esq. George Keppel, Esq.

Vice- Admirals of the White, to be Vice-Admirals of the Red.

Isaac Prescott, Esq John BazeJey, Esq. Thomas Spry, Esq.
Sir John

Orde, Bart. William Young, Esq James Gambier, Ei,q. Sir Andrew Miu
chell, K.B. Charles Chamberlayne, Esq. Peter Rainier, Esq.

Vice - Admirals of the Blue, to be Vice- Admirals, of the Red.

Christopher Parker, Esq. Philip Patton,Esq. Sir Charles Morice Pole, Bart,

Vice,-Admirals of the Blue, to be Vice-Admirals of the White.

John Brown, Esq John Leigh Dough*, Esq. William Swiney, Esq .

Charles Edmund Nugent, Esq. Charles Powell Hamilton, Esq Edmund
Dod, Esq. Right Hon. Horatio Vise. Nelson, K.B. Sir Charles Cotton, Bart.

Rear-Admirah of the Red, to be Vicc-ddmirah of tie White.

John Thomas, Esq James Brine, Esq. John Pakeriham, Esq. Sir Eras-

mus Gowcr, Knt. John Holloway, Esq.

Rear- Admirals of the RcJ, to be Vi:c-Admirals oftbt'Blut.

George Wilson, Esq. Sir Charles Henry Knowles, Bart. Hon. Thomas
Pakenham Robert Deans, Fsq. Cuthbert Collingwood, Esq. James Haw-,
kins Whitshed, F.sq Arthur Kempe, Esq. Smith Child, Esq Right HOD,.

curable Charles Lord Lecale Thomas Taylor, Es^.
Sir John Thomas Dli<,k>

worth, KB. Sir Robert Calcl;r, Bart,
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Rear-Admiral of tbe White, to be Rear-Admirals oftic ReJ.

James Richard Dacres, Esq. Hon. George Berkeley Thomas West, Esq.

James Douglas, Esq. Peter Aplin. Esq Henry Savage, Esq. Bartholomew
Samuel Rowley, Esq. Sir Richard Bickerton, Bart. G-orge Bowen, Esq.
Robert Montague, Esq. John Fergusson, Esq Edward Edwards, E*q.
Sir John Borlasc Warren, Bart, and K.B. Edward Tyrrel Smith, Esq. Sir

Thomas Graves, K.B Thomas Macnamara Russell, Esq. Sylver. Moriarty,

Esq Sir Henry Trollope, Knt.

Rc^r-Admirah of the Blue, to be Rear- Admiral! of the Red.

Henry Edwin Stanhope, Esq. Robert M'Douall, Esq.
Rear-AJmirals of

'

tl: Blue, to be Rear-Admirals of tbe Wl'itc.

Billy Douglas, Esq. John Wickey, Esq. John Inglis, Esq John Fish,

Fsq. John Knight, E-q. Edward Thornborough, Esq. James Kcmpthorne,
Esq. sampson Edwards, Esq George Campbell, Esq. Henry Cromwell,

Esq. Arthur Phillip, Esq. Sir William George Fairfax, Knt. Sir James
Saiinnrez, Bart, and K.B.
The under-mentioned Captains were also appointed Flag-Officers of his_Ma

jesty's fleet, viz.

To be Rear AJmirals of tl: White.

Thomas Drury, Esq. Albemarle Bertie, Esq Right Honourable William
Earl of Northesk James Vashon, Esq. Sir William Henry Douglas, Bart.

Thomas Wells, Esq. .Sir Edward Pellew, Bart. Isaac Coffin, Esq.
To be Rear-Admirals of tbe Blue.

John Aylmer, Fsq. Samuel Osborn, Esq. Richard Boger, E?q ]onatha
Faulknor, r.sq. John Child Purvis, Esq. Theophiius Jones, Esq William

Domett, Esq. William Wols-iley, Esq. John Manley, Esq. George Murray,
Esq. John Sutton, Esq. Robert Murray, Esq. Honourable Alexander Coch-
rane. Sir Thomas Troubridge, Bart. John Markham, Esq. Henry d'Es-

terre Darby, Esq. Edward Bowater, Esq George Palmer, Esq William

O'Brien Drury, Esq William Essington, Esq. Thomas Louis, Esq.
The King has been pleased to appoint George Martin, Esq. Sir Richard John

Strachan, Hart, and Sir William Sidney Smith, Knt. to be Colonels of his

Majesty's Marine Forces, in the Room of bir Edward Peilcw. Bart. William

Domett, Ksq. and Sir Thomas Troubridge, Bart, appointed Flag Officers of

his Majesty's Fleet.

Captain T. Wells, of the Windsor Castle, to the Glory; Captain S. Osborn,
to the Windsor Castle ; Captain Aldham, to the Nautilus ; Captain Carteret, to

the Scorpion, -vice Hardinge; Captain Gregory, to the Beaver, vice Pelly;

Captain Elliot, to the Lucifer, vice Gregory ; Captain Morrison, to the Lady
Warren; Captain Sevan, to the Thames; Captain, Colquit, (re-appointed) to

the Princess; Hon. Captain Wodehouse, to the Sea Fencibles at Harwich;
Lieutenant Meik, to the Bonetta ; Captain Blam;y, to the Folkstone.

Captains Hardinge and Pelly, of the Scorpion and Beaver, for their gallant

conduct in boarding the Atalaiite, are promoted to the rank of Post Captains,
and appointed to the Creole and Dartmouth ; and Lieutenant Bluett, of the

Scorpion, who was wounded in the action, to the rank of Commander, and

appointed to the Brisk.

BIRTHS.
March 15, at Hartsbourne-place, Herts, Lady Thompson, wife of Sir Thomas

B. Thompson, of the Royal Navy, of a son.

On Thursday, March 22, at Windsor, the Lady of Captain George Langford,
of the Royal N

:

avy, of a son.

icth of April, at her father's house in Devonshire-place, the Lady of Captain
M. H. Scott, of the Royal Navy, of a son.

MARRIAGFS.
April 3, at Mary-le-bone Church, Captain G. Martin, of the Royal Navy, to

Miss Harriet Bentinck.

April 6, Captain Martin, of the Culloden man of war, to the rich Miss

Bentinck, sister to Governor Benrinck.

April 7, at St. Georges, Hano-wtr-square, Thomas Wolley, E<q. of Hinchelsey

Lodge, near Lyndhurst, Captain in his Majesty'* Navy, to Miss Francklyn, of

Lansdown Crescent, Bath,
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OBITUARY.
bn Saturday, March 3 1 ft, at Mrs. Pickering's,:Stepney-square, in the irjtil

year of her age, Miss .Snow, eldest daughter of Lieutenant Snow, of the Royal
.Navy, a young lady deeply regretted by her family and friend*.

.Lately in Ireland, Sir Alexander Schomberg. We acknowledge ourselves in-

debted to Mr. Charnock for the following Biographical Sketch of this Veteran :

"Mr. Schomberg was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant, December nth,
1747, and continued in the same station till after the end of the year 1756, as

we then find him serving in that station on board the Intrepid. He was' after-

wards promoted to the rank of Post-Captain by commission, appointing him to

the Richmond frigate, bearing date April the jth, 1757. He continued in this

vessel a very short time, being, before the conclusion of the year, appointed to

the Diana, of thirty- six guns. He continued in this frigate t:!l the year 1760,

having, early in the spring, accompanied Commodore Swanton on the memo-
rable, and fortunate expedition undertaken for the relief of Quebec. He arrived
off the Isle of Bee, in company with the Commodore, on the nth of May; and

iaviug anchored off Point Levi, on the ifth, was ordered on the ensning morn-

ing, in company with Captain Deane in the Lowestoffe, to slip hia cable and
attack a small .French force which lay above the town, consisting of two fri-

gates, two armed ships, and some inferior vessels. The success was complete,
and purchased at the easiest rate, for no sooner did the enemy peiceive the

English frigates approaching, than they fled with the utmost precipitation; one
of their frigates, the Pomona, ran .ashore above Cape Diamond; the other, the*

Atalante, at Point an Tremble, ten leagues above the town, where it was burnt ;

the whole remainder of their force, with a very inconsiderable exception, was'

taken, or destroyed.

Captain Schomberg was chosen by the Commodore to bear to England the

tidings of this glorious and consequential success. Soon after his arrival he was
appointed to the Essex, of sixty- four guns, a new ship launched but a short

time before, in which he continued during the remainder of the war. He is

not, however, otherwise mentioned in that period than as having been. In 1/62,
one of the Officers employed under the orders of Sir Edward Hawke and the

Duke of York, in occasionally cruising in the Channel, watching the small rem-
nant of the French naval force which had escaped destruction at the time of the

Marquis de Conflans defeat. The Essex being put out of commission at the

conclusion of hostilities, Captain Schomberg held no other command till the be-

ginning of the year 1771, when he was appointed to the Prudent, of sixty-fou?

guns, one of the ships put into commission in consequence of the apprehended
rupture with Spain ; this storm quickly blowing over, he accepted, in the month
of December following, the command of the Dorset yacht, a station which he
ever since retained. In 1777, he received the honour of knighthood."
At Clifton, near Bristol, Captain Hills, of the Navy.
At Ipswich, in the 83 d year of his age, Thomas Hallum, Esq. a superan-

nuated Rear Admiral. Charnock, in the 6th volume of his Biographia N'avali?,

gives the following account of this Gentleman :
' He was appointed a Lieute-

nant in the Navy as far back as the 6th of January, 1741-2. In 1 755 he was
Lieutenant of the Essex under Captain Harland, and removed not long after-

wards, with that Gentleman, into the Conqueror. He was advanced to the

rank of Commander on the loth of August, 1759; but to what particular ves-

sel or command he was appointed we know not, till 1761, when wo find him

Captain of the -Scorpion sloop of war. On the 241)1 of May, 1762, he was pro-
moted to the rank of Post-Captain, and appointed to the Ludlow Castle: after con-

tinuing for some time on the home station, he was ordered, in 1763, to the coast

of Africa ; and, on his return from thence in the ensuing year, was paid off

from that ship. Some time after the commencement of hostilities with France,
in 1778, he was appointed to the Queen, the flag-ship of his former friend, and

patron, Vice Admiral Harland; ana was afterwards commissioned to the Royal
George, into which ship it was intended the Vice-Admiral should have removed.
He quitted this command, we believe in a &hort time, when Sir Robert himself

retired.

In 1793, in consequence of the promotion of Flag-officers then made, which
extended very considerably below him in the list ot Captains, he was advanced
to the rank of Rear-Admiral on the superannuated liv..

'

To the above we have only to add, that he was with Admiral Vcrnon at the

tajung of Poito Bcllo.
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SAMUEL P1TCHFORD CORNISH, ESQ.

ADMIRAL OF THE WHITE SQUADROX.

-O, the cry did knock

Against my very heart ! Poor souls, they perished !

Had 1 been any god of power, I would

Have sunk the sea within the earth, or e'er

It should the good ship ss have swallowed, and

The freighting souls within her."

SHAKESPEARE.

the immediate ancestors of Admiral Cornish we have

no particular information
; but it is of some import-

ance to state, that he is descended, collaterally, from that

distinguished Officer, Sir Samuel Cornish, Bart. Vice-Admi-

ral of the Red Squadron, who was brother to the present

Admiral's mother. Our Officer's paternal name is Pitch-

ford
; but, in the year 1771, he assumed that of Cornish,

in pursuance of the will of his uncle, who died, much la-

mented, in the preceding year, and left him, a considerable

portion of his property.

The late Baronet may be mentioned as one of the innu-

merable instances recorded in British history, of humble

merit attaining a splendid remuneration j for the rank which

he enjoyed, *anJ the honourable title which was conferred

on him, towards the close of his life, were simply the

rewards of persevering exertion and intrinsic worth *.

*
Charnock, to whom we are considerably indebted for the present memoir,

relates the following anecdote of this Officer :
" In 1758 he was appointed

to the l/nion, a second rate, one of the Channel fleet, daring that season, under

the orders of Lord Anson, which covered the desultory attacks made by the fly-

ing squadron, under Commodore Howe, on the smaller French ports."
" Lord Anson had appointed him to the sh:p merely as a temporary Comman-

der, and what is technically termed in the service, by order, intending it for the

Sag-ship of Sir Charles Sa>indcrs, and that Mr > ornish should be then removed

iato one of lower rate. Mr. Cornish, when informed ef this circuawancc,

/Sato. Cj?ion. ftoJ.XL Y Y
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Under the protection and tuition of his uncle, Mt. Pitch-

ford was first inured to the toils of the service. In May,

1759, ^n Cornish (the late Baronet) was appointed a

Commodore to go to the East Indies, with a small squadron,

consisting of his own ship, the Lenox, of 74 guns , the

Due d'Aquitaine, of 64; the York, of 60 ; and the Fal-

mouth, of 50 ; intended as a reinforcement to Vice-Admiral

Pocock, with whom he formed a junction, on the iSth of

October, off Madras. Mr. Pitchford accompanied his

uncle on this expedition ; and, while on his passage, was

promoted by him, on the 6th of August, to the rank of

Lieutenant.

In February, 1760, Mr. Cornish, then Vice-Admiral,
was detached with part of the squadron, by Admiral Stevens,

who had succeeded Admiral Pocock as Commander in

Chief, to Fort St. George, where he arrived at the end

of the month, Mr. Pitchford remaining with him. In

March, he assisted in the attack of the important post of

Caricall*, which surrendered, on the 5th of April, to himself

and fully sensible of the indignity as well as insult offered him, Sir Charles being
a very few months his senior, wrote to the Commander in Chief in the liveliest

terms, and requested, that, as he heard the Union was intended for a flag, he

might have the honour of being permitted to continue in that ship as Captain
to the Admiral. A more elegant or juster reproof could not, perhaps, have

b-en framed by the ablest politician, or the shrewdest courtier. Lord Anson

affected not to consider it in that light, or probably had not penetration enough
to perceive the force of Mr. Cornish's well-turned reprimand. Channed with

his apparent condescension, he continued him in the same ship, and promoted
him to the rank of Commodore."
* " A fortress which belonged to the French in the East Indies, and situated

on the coast of Coromandel. Colonel Coote resolving to dispossess the French

of all their other settlements before he went against Por.dicherry, sent Major
Monson with a detachment to reduce this place, in which was a garrison of two

hundred and six Europeans, and two hundred Seapoys. The Major being

assisted by the fleet under Admiral Cornish, invested the place on all sides on

the 3d of April, and on the jth, his batteries breached one of the bastions, and

dismounted several of the cannon. The next day the Major hearing that 120

hone and 400 European foot were within twenty miles, marching to relieve the

fortress, and knowing he was in nowise able to contend with such a force, he

uramoned the Governor to surrender, threatening to storm the place directly

If his demands were not compiled with. This bold stroke had its desired effect
;

for the Commandant not having heard of the troops marching to his relief, sur-

indered prisoners of war." Vide Tin field ofMan,
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and Major Monson. The French were thus confined to

the single port of Pondicherry, which was also shortly

afterwards reduced by Admiral Stevens, Admiral Cornish,

and Colonel Coote.

Though professing to present a memoir of the present

Admiral Cornish, our readers, we trust, will not censure us

for enlarging on a certain portion of the career of his late

respected relative j as it must be obvious, that the superior
station which the veteran held, and the consequent oppor-
tunities which he possessed of distinguishing himself, fur?

nish the best clue by which to trace the earlier progress of

his nephew. On the I7th of May, 1761, Rear-Admiral

Cornish succeeded, on the death of Admiral Stevens, to the

chief command in the East Indies
; and, on the 24th of

August, in the same year, he advanced Mr. Pitchford to be

Captain of the America, of 60 guns, one of the ships under

his orders.

In 1762, a rupture having taken place with Spain, our

Officers were again furnished with an opportunity of dis-

playing their talents and gallantry.
" An expedition was

dispatched," says Mr. Adolphus, in his History of England,
" from Madras against Luconia, the principal of the Phil-

lipine Isles. The land troops, composed chiefly of Indians,

consisted of two thousand three hundred men, under the

command of Brigadier-General Draper ; the naval force of

eleven ships, forming part of Admiral Cornish's squadron.

The troops effected a landing without loss, though not

without opposition, and commenced vigorous operations

against the town. Their strength was inadequate to the

extent of the enterprize ; but their gallantry made amends

for every deficiency ; and, in spite of a violent storm, which

threatened destruction to the fleet, they completed their bat-

teries., finished a parallel and communication, and established

a place of arms. A strong body of Indians, in the service

of the garrison, made a sally, and fought with incredible

ferocity ; they were repulsed by the steady valour of the

besiegers, and many died, gnawing, like wild beasts, the
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bayonets with which they were transfixed. A breach was

at length effected ; and the garrison, instead of endeavouring

to repair the works, resigned to a sullen despair, awaited the

event. No proposal to capitulate being made, the town was

successfully stormed, and for some hours unavoidably expos-

ed to the licentiousness of the military. The Archbishop
and Governor, with the Magistrates, retired into the citadel,

which, being in no condition of defence, they were soon

obliged to surrender at discretion ; a capitulation was, after

some objections, agreed to, by which the town of Manilla

and port of Cavite, with several ships, and a large quantity

of military stores, were surrendered to the King, and four

millions of dollars covenanted to be paid as a ransom for the

private property in the town. This important conquest was

achieved with little loss.'
'

In this expedition, Captain Pitchford very highly distin-

guished himself, he having been appointed to act as Lieu-

tenant-Colonel of the battalion of seamen which was landed

for the purpose of reinforcing the troops and assisting in

the siege.

The journal of the taking of Manilla, rent home by

Brigadier-General Draper, Commander in Chief of the

land forces, reflects the greatest credit and honour on the

assiduity and exertion of Admiral Cornish ;
but the detail

of the operations relative to this expedition cannot be so

well explained, as by the following official letter from that

Officer to Mr. Cleveland, dated in the bay of Manilla, the

gist of October, 1762 :

It is with the greatest pleasure (says Admiral Cornish) I have the

honour to acquaint their Lordships with the success of his Majesty'i

arms in the reduction of the city of Manilla, which was taken by storrn

on the morning of the 6th instant. In my letters of the 2;d and

of July, I acquainted their Lordships with my proceedings to that

time ; after which, I used every possible means at Madras for dispatch,

the decline of the S.W. monsoon making it of the utmost importance.
To promote this end, I completed the .Elizabeth, Grafton, Lenox,

Weymouth, and Argo, with such of the troops and military stores

as they were to take on board, and on the 2gth sent them away, ander
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the command of Commodore Tiodyrran, to proceed to Malacca,

with a view that they might complete their water there by the time I

should arrive with the remainder of the squadron.

Having accomplished the embarkation of every thing designed for

the expedition, with a dispatch much beyond my expectation, as we

had for the whole time of my being there, a violent surf to contend

with, I sailed the first of August with the ships undermentioned, viz.

Norfolk, Panther, America, Seaford, South-Sea Castle storeship,

Admiral Stevens storeship, Osterly Company's ship ; leaving the

Falmouth, at the request of the President and Council, to convoy
the Essex East India ship, \\hich was not teady to sail, having the

treasure to take on board for the Chiiitse cargoes, and to bring to

Manilla such of the Company's servants as were to be put in possession

of that government, if the expedition succeeded.

The ipth I arrived at Malacca, and was disappointed in not finding
Mr. Tiddyman there, who did not join till the 2ist, having met with

long calms. The difficulty of watering the squadron at this place,

made it the zyth before I could leave the road.

On the 2d of September I arrived off Pulo Timran, and was joined

by Captain Grant, in the Sea-horse, whom I detached upon my fust

arrival at Madras, to cruize between this island and the Streights of

Siricapore, to stop any vessel he might suspect going to Manilla.

On the igth I made the coast of Luconia, but was drove off again

by a strong N.E. wind, which separated some of the squadron. The

22d the gale broke up, and the wind shifted to the S.W. : the 23d
we recovered the land again ; the next day entered the bay of Manilla,

and in the close of the evening anchored off the fort of Cavite with

the whole squadron, except the South Sea Castle and Admiral Stevens*

the Falmouth and Essex having joined me off the coast. In the night

I sent the Masters to sound about the fortifications of Cavite, and by
their report found that it might be attacked by ships.

The 25th, in the morning, the wind not being favourable to attack

the Cavite, I took two of the frigates, and, with General Draper and

some other Officers, reconnoitred the shore about Manilla, and ob-

served some churches and other buildings to stand near the works, on

the south side of the town, particularly towards the S VV. bastion.

We had some design of attacking Cavite first, to have had the convc-

niency of that port for the shipping ; but considered, that though the

attack should be attended with all the success we could hope, yet it

would cause a delay of at least two days before we could land at

Manilla, which time would afford opportunity to the enemy to de-

molish these buildings near their works, and to prepare many obsta-

cles to our landing, and perhaps recover from that consternation our

i
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Unexpected arrival had thrown them in ; and farther, Manilla being

the capital, if that fell, Cavite would in consequence.

From those considerations, I joined with the General to take ad-

vantage of circumstances so favourable for a descent, and land the

troops with all dispatch, and endeavour to get possession of some posts

near their works, which, if effected, would greatly facilitate the re-

duction of the city.

In consequence of these resolutions, I immediately made the sig-

nal on board the Seahorse, for the squadron to join me, and for the

troops to prepare to land. About seven in the evening the 7gth re-

giment, with the marines in the boats, under the direction of the

Captains Parker, Kempenfeldt, and Brereton, pushed for the shore ;

and, under the fire of the three frigates, effecting the landing at a

church called the Moratta, about a mile and a half from the walls.

We had no opposition from the enemy, but some difficulty from the

surf, which ran high and bilged all the long-boats, but happily lost

no men.

The next morning the General took an advanced post, about 200

yards from the glacis; and there, under cover of a blind, erected his

battery against the face of the south-west bastion. The number of

troops being small, I landed a battalion of seamen, consisting of about

700 men, under the command of the Captains Collins, Pitchford,

and George Ourry.
The zjth I dispatched three armed boats after a galley coming up

the bay to Manilla ; they came up with her, resolutely boarded her,

and took her, notwithstanding she kept up a smart fire with patte-

raroes and muskets : she mounted two carriages and 1 7 brass swivel

guns, and had 80 men. By letters found in her, we discovered she

was dispatched from the galleon St. Phillipina, from Acapulco, and

whom she had left the loth of September at Cajaoagan, between the

Embacadero and Cape Spititu Santa. Upon this discovery, 1 came

to a resolution to send the Panther and Argo in quest of her, but it

was the 4th of October before the weather permitted thtir sailing.

The zSth of September the General acquainted me that he was

beginning to work on the battery, and that if some ships could get
near enough to throw shot on the works of the town opposed to it,

it might take off some of the enemy's fire and attention, and thereby
facilitate its construction. In consequence of this, I ordered Com-
modore Tiddyman, with the Elizabeth and Falmouth, towards the

town, as near as the depth of water would permit, and to place the

ships in such a position as would best answer the purpose intended ;

which was
accordingly done the next day, and their fire had a very

effect.
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On the 3Oth the South-Sea Castle arrived with stores, which were

much wanted, particularly the intrenching tools, for want of which

the army had been so greatly distressed, that I was obliged to employ*

all the forges in making spades, pickaxes, &c. for them.

The first of October it began to blow fresh, and in the night in-

creased to a hard gale, which drove the South-Sea Castle ashore near

the Polvetista, a little to the southward of our Camp. This

accident, however, had some considerable advantages attending it, as

the situation she lay in made her cannon a protection for the rear of

our camp. It was likewise the means that all hir military stores

were got on shore with safety and dispatch, and the army supplied

with the provisions she had on board, both of which were articles they
stood in need of, and which could not have been supplied by boats,

as it continued blovving weather for several days after, and the surf

breaking very high on the beach.

This gale was from the W. S. W. directly on the shore, which

gave me much concern for the afety of the squadron, particulaily

for the Elizabeth and Falmouth, who were only in four fathom

water, and, as I have since been informed, with the surge of the sea

struck ; but the bottom being mud, and soft to a considerable depth,

they received no damage. On the 4th, i the morning, the General

opened the battery, which was so well managed, and seconded by the

ehips before the town, that in four hours the defences were taken off,

and the next day in the evening the breach was made practicable.

On the 6th, at day-light in the morning, the General's regiment,
with the sea battalion, mounted the breach, made the attack, and

soon got possession of all the bastions, which completed the conquest.
I immediately went on shore, and with the General, had a meeting
with the Spanish Governor, and some of his principal Officers,

when a capitulation was agreed on, that the town and port of Cavite,

with the islands and foils dependant on Manilla, should be given up
to his Britannic Majesty ; and that they should pay 4,000,000 of

dollars for the preservation of the town and other effects.

On the loth, I sent Captain Kempenfeldt in the Norfolk, with

the Seaford and Seahorse, to take possession of Cavite, agreeable to

the capitulation. By this acquisition, we are in possession of a very

large quantity of naval stores ; and, besides the advantage of almost

every conveniency for refitting a squadron, the people are supplied
with fresh meat and vegetables in great plenty.

The siege, though short, was attended with many difficulties and

great fatigue, in which both the Officers and men exerted themselves

with the utmost cheerfulness. We had constantly fresh gales, a lee-

shore, and consequently a surf to contend with ; which always made
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it difficult, frequently hazardous, and sometimes impossible, to land

with boats. The rains fell very heavy, and our little army was sur-

rounded and hatrassed by numerous bodies of Indians, who, though

undisciplined, and armed only with lances, bows and arrows, yet,

by a daring resolution and contempt of death, they became not only

troublesome, but formidable. I have the satisfaction of acquainting
their Lordships, that, throughout the whole expedition, the most per-

fect harmony and unanimity has subsisted between his Majesty's land

and sea forces.

It is with concern I acquaint their Lordships with the loss of Com-
modore Tiddyman, who, in attempting to enter the river in his barge,
the morning after the reduction of Manilla, was drowned with five of

his people ; by which unhappy accident, his Majesty has lost a brave

and experienced Officer.

Captain Kempenfeldt, by whom I send this, (and will present to

you, for their Lordships, a plan of the town of Manilla and the port
of Cavite,) has been of the greatest assistance to me during the

course of this enterpiize. He is very capable of furnishing their

Lordships with many particulars necessary for their information ; and

his great merit makes it my duty to recommend him as a very 'able

good Officer.

I am, &c. S. CORNISH.

Captain Pitchford continued on the East India station

during the remainder of the war, and for some time after

the termination of hostilities. It will be in the recollection

of many of our readers, that, on the aoth of October, 1763,

the shifting of the monsoon on the coast of Coromandel,

was attended by a violent storm, in which several vessels in

Madras Road foundered ; others were driven ashore and

beaten to pieces, and rtie most of their crews perished. Cap-
tain Pitchford was lying in Madras Road when this tremen-

dous hurricane came on. The America, however, Captain

Pitchford's ship, together with the Norfolk and Weymouth,

put to sea, and were so fortunate as to survive the gale,

though with the loss of all their masts. They got back

to the road on the 24th, but in a very leaky and distressed

state.

At the end of the year 1764, Captain Pitchford returned

to England, and we believe did not hold any subsequent

command till 1781.
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Re iVii-.st he: j again be permitted the liberty of digressing,

in order to notice, that, on the 2ist of October, 1762,

Captain Pitch ford's uncle was promoted to be Vice- Admiral

of the Blue,
" as though in sympathetic gratitude and ho-

nourable reward," says Charneck, f r the gallant service

which he had rendered at Manilla. On'the Qth of January,

1766, this distinguished Officer was advanced to the rank of

a Baronet of Great Britain ; and, a few days after, he was

elected a Representative i;i Parliament for the Borough of

Shoreham, which honour he retained till the period of his

death. In October, 1770, he was farther promoted to be

Vice-Admiral of the Red. The latter reward, however, was

enjoyed but for a short time, its gallant object dying in two

days after it had been conferred.

In 1771, as we have before stated, Captain Pitchford as-

sumed the name of Cornish ; and, on the i.6th of October,

in the same year, he was married to Miss Gambler, then

of Cavendish Square.

Towards the conclusion of 1781, Captain Cornish was

appointed to the Arrogant, of 74 guns, a ship which had

undergone a thorough repair, and was then under orders

for the West Indies, with Admiral Rodney. Captain Cor-

nish accordingly proceeded thither, and was with Admiral

Rodney in the celebrated action of the Qth and J2th of

April, 1782. On this memorable occasion the Arrogant

was in the Blue division, and was so fortunate as not to

sustain any loss,

In the course of the Summer of 1782, subsequently to

the above action, Captain Cornish accompanied Admiral

Pigot to America, and continued on that station after the

main body of the fleet had returned to the West Indies,

being detached by the Admiral, under Lord Hood, to cruize

off Boston.

From the Peace of 1783, till the year 1790, Captain Cor-

nish does not appear to have holden any command. At the

latter period, in consequence of the Spanish armament, he

was appointed to the Marlborough, of 74 guns. As a
pri-

$&ron< floI.XI. z i
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vate Captain, however, he did not long retain this com-

mand ; for, on the 2ist of September, in the same year, he

was promoted to the rank of Rear-Admiral of the Blue. He

immediately hoisted his flag on hoard of his own ship (the

Marlborough), and sailed on a cruize, with the Orion, Cul-

loden, Cumberland, and Castor. On the 26th of October,

Rear-Admiral Cornish sailed from St. Helen's for the West

Indies, with a squadron of six ships of the line and a fri-

gate
*

; but the prospect of hostilities having vanished, hs

returned immediately to England, arriving at Spithead on

the 13111 of February, with three ships of the line and a

frigate, the remainder having, by order, put into Ply-

mouth.

On the ist of February, 1793, our Officer was promoted

to the rank of Rear-Admiral of the Red; on the I2th of

April, 1794, he was farther advanced to be Vice-Admiral

of the Blue ; on the 4th of July, in the same year, to be

Vice-Admiral of the White; on the ist of June, 1795, to

be Vice-Admiral of the Red ; on the i4th of February, 1799,

to be Admiral of the Blue; and, on the ist of January,

1801, to be Admiral of the White Squadron, which rank he

now holds.

Admiral Cornish we believe has not taken any command
since the termination of our differences with Spain, in 1791 ;

but continues to enjoy, in peaceful retirement, the reward

of those services which his earlier years performed.

* A Lilt of tie Squadron flat sailed from Spitbead on the zdtb of October, 179%
under tie Command of Rear-Admiral Cornish ;

Slips. Guns. Commanders.

f Samuel Cornish, Esq. Rcar-

Marlborough - 74 < Admiral of the Llue.

^Captain Craven.

Culloden -
*

- 74 Henry Collins.

Cumberland - 74 . Jhn Macbride.
Orion

'

- - 74 Charles Chamberlaync.
Ardent - 64 James Vashon.
Lion 64 i Sey. Finch.

Proserpine
- a8 ' Ed. T. Smith.

Vidt SCHOMBERG'S Naval Chronology.
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NAVAL ANECDOTES,

COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &c.

NANTES JN GORGITE VASTO !

SOLUTION OF MATHFMAT1CAL PROBLEMS RELATING TO THB

ART OF NAVIGATION.

yN the Report of the Labours of the Society of Emulation of Abbe-
"

ville, among other memoirs, is one, entitled Essai de Solution, &c.

or, an Attempt to solve certain Mathematical Problems relating to

the Art of Navigation, by M. Poiree, an Associate Correspondent.
In this memoir, M. Poiiee proposes a geometrical formula, extremely

simple, which, if it do not completely answer the purpose, may
certainly prove advantageous ; particularly in obviating the geometri-
cal inaccuracies of the reckonings which mariners make in their

course ; who, for want of terrestrial objects which they have lost

s'ght of, when out at sea, have no other director than the aid of the

compass, ever inclined towards the north, and the meridian under

which the ves;tl is, which make, with the one they are bound to,

an angle, the summit of which is at the pole. The author observes,

that the line which joins the point of departure to that towards which

the course is directed, makes, with these two meridians, a triangle,

which he names the triagk de route, or the triangle of passage. He
farther observes, that the vessel, which is often changing place and

passing on a new meridian, yields greater or lees advantages, which

diminish that of the triangle of passage ; hence it follows, that the

angle situated at the pole diminishes, and that the one at the point
where the vessel is, augments ; the pilot, therefore, will deviate from

his track, and retire from the point at which he is desirous to

arrive.

In the same Rtpoit is an Essay on Longitudes, likewise by M.
Poiree. The <bjct of this work is to give at once the means of

txactly finding the longitude in certain particular cases, and to arrive

veiy near it in others ; to determine with precision the amount of

each new degree of longitude of France, not only at every new de-

gree of latitude, but even at every tenth of a degree; or at every

jnyriannter, the new French itineraiy measure. M. Poiree adds to

this wo-Ic two table-, and sc.me observations very proper to facilitate

the understanding of them. The fir t t;-ble comprises the new and

old degrees, and thtir an.ount in myriumetcrs, ia ordinary leagues,

and ia marine leagues.
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The second is composed like the first, with the addition, however >

of a particular column, containing the difference of length to be

found between each degree of longitude, from one degree of latitude

to the next following one. The calculations are established on the

original metre, which it will be easy to reduce to the rectified

metre.

E P I T A P II,

Intended for a Monument to be erected to the Memory cf the late S.'R

WILLIAM PARKER, BART, written by an old Officer of high Rank :

uiutbor of several Plantt Mode's, and Pi ejects for the Improvement

of the Naval Service ; and- of thai exce,'ltnt System of Education, the

ROYAL NAVAL SEMINAIY.

SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF

SIR WILLIAM PARKER, BART.
VICE-ADMIRAL OF THE HED SQUADROX

OF HIS MAJESTY'S FLEET ;

An Officer who had passed through all the Stages of the

NAVAL SERVICE
With exemplary Conduct,

Uniting every Moral Consideration with his

MILITARY CHARACTER ;

4.YD SOLELY BY MERIT KOS TO HIGII

Acquired a Fortune by subduing the Enemies of his King and Country,
and not at the linens? of his Fellow Subjects ;

Eminently distinguished himself in the ever Memorable Victories

of the is.: of June, 1/94, and the I4th of February, 1797.

HIS

DISCONSOLATE WIDOW,
AND

AFFLICTED FAMILY,
Have caused this STO\ E to be placed near his Remains, as a

TRIBUTE
To the Best of Husbands Eest of Friend*.

PASSBNCERS, PAUSE !

L:arn :

A Man in Juridical Decisions so just,

His Head and Heart were God's perfect work ;

Of Words few, but in Actions great;
A Column of Virtue for a falling Stale.
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NAVAL MONUMENT AT COPENHAGEN.

A MONUMENT has recently been erected by the Danes, at

Copenhagen, to the memory of the warriors who fell in the battle of

the ad of April, 1801. The composition consists of an artificial

mount, of an elliptical form, sixteen feet high, sixty long, and forty

broad, which is surrounded by wrought stones, on each of which is

the name of an Officer who fell in the combat that combat which

reflected so much honour on the enterprising and persevering spirit of

Britain and of the ship on board of which he was killed. At the

foot of this mount a number of poplars are planted, corresponding

with the number of the stones. A path leads to the summit, from,

which is seen the coast off \\hich the engagement took place. On
that side of the monument which fronts the east, is an obelibk of

black marble, with the following inscription :

They died for tfoAr Country t April 2, l8oi.

Underneath which is written,

Ilie Gratitude of th?ir FellciU'Citizent raised to them this Monument.

On a tablet of white marble, placed on a pedestal, is sculptured a

crown of laurel, oak, and cypress, intertwined with these words :

Tbe Crown which his Country gives never fades on the Tomb of the

Warrior 'who has died for its Sake.

THE SOUND LIST.

THE King of Denmark has lately granted to Messrs. Elias Gruner

and Co. the pmilege of expediting by the post the Sound List ;

that is to say, the amount of the number of ships that pass that

streight, with the names of the Captains, the state of their cargoes,

their arrival, departure, designation, &c. to which will be annexed

the details of the daily temperature, &c. ; in fine, all the news of

Elsineur, which have any relation to commerce and navigation, such

as shipwttcks, &c. By this means, foreign merchants will have it

in their power to procure regularly, and at a moderate price, very
valuable documents, which cannot otherwise be had but with great

difficulty.

ACCOUNT OF FORTY-TWO PERSONS WHO PERISHED BY SHIP-

WRECK NEAR SPITZBERGEN, IN THE YEAR 1746.

JOHN CORNELIUS, of Munikcn, being ordered to Spitzber-

gcn, to catch whales, he set sail from the Texel in a gaLiot, on the
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6th of May, 1646, and arrived on the $d of June following near

Spitzbergen, with an intention to anchor in the bay, but was by the

vast floats of ice-shoals forced to keep out at sea. After having in

vain cruized up and down among the ice-shoals, they got into the

bay, but perceiving two whales farther at sea, they sent out their

sloop in pursuit of them.

Whilst they were rowing up and down to watch the motions of

these creatures, they discovered at a distance a great ice-shoal, with

something white upon it, which at first sight they imagined to be

bears (they being generally white there) ; but one Ellert Johnson,

who was in the sloop to manage the harpoon, judging by the motion

that it was something else, persuaded them to row that way, which

being done accordingly, they not long after perceived the same to be

a piece of a rope belonging to the sails of a ship, which was

held up by a man as a signal of utmost distress ; to they rowed up to

it with all the oars they had, and coming near, found, to their great

surprise, four living men, and one dead one, all Englishmen, upon
the ice-shoal, who upon their bended knees expressed their joy and

thankfulness for so unexpected a deliverance from the jaws of death.

They were taken into the sloop, and carried into the bay aboard

the ship.

These unfortunate men had cut a large hole, in the nature of a

subterraneous cave, into the ice, and round the entrance thereof had

placed the pieces of ice that were cut out of the concavity, to defend

themselves against the violence of the winds and waves. In this hole

they had spent fourteen days, it being so long since they had lost

their ship. At first there were in all forty-two of them, and they
liad saved some victuals and tools, with their sloop. The Commander,

however, perceiving, after a little while, that it was impossible for

them to hold out long upon the ice-shoal, resolved to go ashore in the

sloop, with seventeen of his men, and afterwards to send word back

how matters stood there. This was done accordingly ; but it blowing

very hard, and they not having heard the least tidings of them since,

they were afraid that they were drowned before they reached the

shore.

There were then twenty-four lefc upon the ice-shoal ; but the

want of provisions increasing daily among them, and they being re-

duced to a starving condition, and expecting nothing but present

death, resolved to divide themselves, and to get upon several other

ice-shoals, in hopes, by some chance or other, to come near to the

shore ; but whether some of thtm got ashore, or were taken up

by some ship, or swallowed up by the waves, they were not able

to tell.
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Certain it is, that four of them, the miserable remnants of forty-

two, were found sitting together upon this ice-shoal, overwhelmed

with affliction, without any hopes of being saved from the last extre-

mity which they were reduced to by frost and hunger, before the

Dutch ship came in sight of them, having had nothing to feed upon

for some time, but a leathern belt, which they had divided and eaten,

share and share alike, till all was consumed.

After they were brought to the Dutch ship, the surgeon took all

imaginable care for their recovery ; notwithstanding which, three of

them died in a few days after ; so that of forty-two, wherewith their

ship was manned, no more than one escaped with life, who arriving

in September, 1746, in the galliot, the Delft, upon the Mcuse,
from thence returned to England, his native country.

PLEA FOR PROMOTION.

A VERY tall gentleman was appointed to a small ship, where

his cabin was every way inconvenient. After applying in vain to

his friends to get him promoted, he at last wrote up to the Admiralty
Board, humourously setting forth his grievance, who remitted an

order for his immediate removal to a larger ship, reciting the words

of the petition to this effect :
< Whereas A. B. of his Majesty's

ship , has informed us, that, having the misfortune to be

six feet three inches high, and his cabin being neither in height
nor length above four feet six inches, he can neither //>, sit,

stand, nor even kneel at his devotions : this is therefore to certify,

that we appoint him to the , a ship commodious

for all the above purposes."

TO THE EDITOR OF THE NAVAL CHRONICLE.

SIR,

A T a time like the present, when the eyes of all Europe
are directed to the struggle which we are engaged in for

the defence of our liberty, laws, and religion ; or even

our very existence as a nation ; I flatter myself the enclosed

sketch of a Marine Barrier may not be unworthy of your
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insertion. I presume it would be found a strong defence

against an enemy's landing on an open beach by means of

boats or small craft.

I have the honour to be,

SIR,

Your most obedient Servant,

No. 71, Red-Kon-strcet, JOHN WELLS.
Ckrkenwell.

MARINE BARRIER,
PO* EFFECTUALLY PREVENTING BOATS FROM LANDING ON AM

OPEN liEACH.

BATTERY ON SHORE.

JOHN WELLS, Pru
to Christ's Hospital.

A. A. Piles drove in the beach at low-watec mark, to prevent

the Barrier from being driven on shore by the tide : Also for it to

traverse again as it rises and falls with the tide.

B. B. Strong pieces o,f wood with an iron head, like a prow,

projecting -outward, which would stave any boat attempting to

land.

C. C. Cables, or chains, to which it is fixed by means of grap-

ples, to prevent its drifting outwards.

D. D. Plates of iron to prevent its being cut through by a

E. E. Chains to link the timbers together.
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FURTHER ANECDOTES OF MR. JOSEPH LANGSTON,

First Lieutenant ofRoyal Marinei, 'whose Death we noticed in our CHRO-
NICLE for April, drawn up by an Oficer on board the Goliath, in a
Letter to the Father; Mr. LANGSTON of Aulcester, County of
Warwick.

LIEUT. LA\7

GSTON", with Mr. Kent, the First Lieu,

tenant of the Ship, had gallantly volunteered their services to cut off a

small vessel that was standing in shore. Captain Brisbane gave them
two boats, with which they proceeded ; and, as the small vessel es-

caped their vigilance, they determined not to come back without

something : in consequence of this resolution, they attacked a large

brig (the Rachel of Liverpool, captured by the French, and defended

by French soldiers), and brought her out. It is impossible to do

justice to your son's greatness of mind. The boat had just got along-

side, and Langston was on the gunwale ready to board
;
one hand)

his left, having hold of the rigging, when a musket was fired at

him by a French soldier, which wounded him dreadfully in the right

shoulder. A prodigious hemorrhage took place, and, from the nature of

the service, it was a considerable time before the Surgeon could possi-

bly get to the relief of the wounded. The gallant Langston refused to

be drest, until a poor marine, since dead of his wounds, first obtained

assistance. Every attention was afterwards paid him by all his Mess-

mates, and the greatest care was taken of him by the Surgeon and

his Assistants : and we had the happiness, as we thought, of seeing

him do well, until the 23d at night, when the Ship had a great deal

of pitching motion, which unfortunately renewed the hemorrhage,

and it was toon perceived that death would inevitably ensue. He had,

however, time to settle his affairs, and to confess his resignaiion to

the will of God, which he did in the most sincere, manly, and.

Christian-like manner ;
so thac his resignation, fortitude, and pa-

tience, excited the astonishment of every one. He lingered until the

3ist, when circumstances proving favourable for amputation, which

he had much wished for, it was put in execution at the shoulder-joint.

This was a forlorn hope at best ; but our most anxious desire was

that so gallant an Gcer should be preserved. He bore the opera-

tion with fortitude and recollection ; but expired, quite exhausted, a,

short lime after its conclusion, lamented by all the crew. We buried,

him with every honour oar situation would admit. It was impossible

he could have too much.

Lieutenant Kent, his brave companion in the same boat, succeeded

in boarding the vessel ; but* when engaged with the qnemy, he. re^.

1 A
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ceived five wounds, four of them with bayonets, and the fifth on the

left temple with a sabre : he died on the twelfth day, a mortification

having come on before it was possible to amputate."

We wish some Correspondent would furnish us with more particulars

relative to these Officers.

Ceremonial ofthe Knighthood and Investiture of JOHN CoLPOYS, Esy,

Vice-Admiral of the Blue Squadron of bis Majesty's Fleet, Knight of

the Most Honourable Grdtr of the Bath. Feb. 14, 1798.

THE Knights and Officers of the Order attending in the Privy

Chamber, in their Mantles, Collars, &c. proceeded from thence,

after the Levee, into the Sovereign's presence, making the usual

reverences, in the following order :

Gentleman Usher of the Order, in his Mantle, Chain, and Baclgej

bearing the Scarlet Rod.

Bath King of Arms, in his Mantle, Chain, and Badge, bearing the

Ribbon and Badge of the Order on a crimson velvet cushion,

The Genealogist, in his Mantle, Chain, and Badge.

KNIGHTS:
Lord Bridport,

Right Honourable Sir George Yonge, Bart.

Sir William Fawcett,

Sir William Howe,

Right Honourable Lord Lavington,

Bishop of Rochester, Dean of the Order,

His Royal Highness the Duke of York.

Then, by the Sovereign's command, Admiral Colpoys was intro-

duced into the Presence, between Lord Bridport and the Right
Honourable Sir George Yonge, Bart, the two junior Knights Com-

panions, preceded by the Gentleman Usher of the Order, with

Reverences as bef re.

The Sword of State was delivered to the Sovereign by Lord Laving-

ton, the second Knight in seniority present ; and Admiral Colpoys,

kneeling, was knighted therewith. Then his Royal Highness the

Duke .of York, senior Knight, presented the Ribbon and Badge to

the bovereign, which his Majesty put over the Admiral's right

Jcr, who, being thus invested, had the honour to kiss his Ma-

jesty's innd. The procession returned to the Privy Chamber, in th,e

order as above mentioned.
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DESCRIPTION
or

T II E M O N U M E N T
ERECTED IN WESTMINSTER ABBEY,

TO THE MEMORY OF THE LATE CAPTAINS HARVEY AND HUTT.

IN our Biographical Memoirs of the late Captain John

Harvey*, of the Brunswick, it was remarked, as a

44
singular coincidence of events," that " that gentleman,

and Captain Hutt, of the Queen, were companions in a

post-chaise from London, on joining their respective Ships

previous to their last cruize : they both lost a limb in the

action ; died on the same day ; and are both recorded on the

same national monument, raised by a grateful Country to

their m;mory."
The monument here alluded to, from the chissel of

J. Bacon, jun. was opened for public inspection, in West-

minster Abbey, on Monday, April the 2d. It consists of

a large vase, on which are introduced the portraits of the

Officers to whose memory it is erecred : On the right of

the vase is a colossal figure of Britannia, who is decorating

it with laurel ; and on the opposite side is a corresponding

figure of Fame, pointing to the names of the heroes which,

are engraven on its base. Britannia is distinguished by her

shield, her trident, and the British lion ; Fame, by her bays,

and her usual emblem, a trumpet.

On the front of a Very extensive pedestal, which supports

this composition, is a representation, in alto- relief, of that

part of the naval engagement under Lord Howe, where the

above-mentioned Captains were principally engaged. Over

this representation is introduced a small flying angel, signifi-

cant of a superintending Providence, who holds, in her

left hand, a palm branch, and in her right a pair of scales,

which she is exhibiting as the emblems of victory, and of

the justice of the cause in which we were engaged. In light-

* fU NAVAI. Cn&oNict, Vol. III. p. 359.
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ness and delicacy of drapery, the artist has here been very

successful. At the bottom of the pedestal, and at the back

of the composition already described, are grouped trophies

of victory.

This being an insulated work, the family arms of Harvey

and Hutt are introduced behind the pedestal, under the-

inscription table, which is at present left a blank, as the

inscription has not yet been supplied.

The entire height of this monument, which may unques-

tionably be classed with the best of Mr. Bacon's performances,

is eighteen feet. The attitude and expression of the respec-

tive figures which compose it, are well conceived ; the exe-

cution is bold and correct ; the disposition of the whole is

well adapted for durability ; to tell, to distant ages, the

"
gallant bearing

" of Britons.

PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERS.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE NAVAL CHRONICLE.

ii*,

'TTHE following observations on the Harmattan, a perio-

dical wind of Africa, are extracted from a paper written by
Dr. DODSON, which appeared some years ago in the Philoso-

phical Transactions. If you think that they may be acceptable

to your readers, I shall consider your insertion of them in

the NAVAL CHRONICLE as a compensation for my labour

of transcribing them.

Yours, &c.

Liverpool. R. T N.

THE Harmattan is a periodical wind tvhich blows from the interior

parts of Africa towards the Atlantic Ocean, and possesses snch

extraordinary properties, as to merit the attention of the naturalist,

making a curious and important article in the history and theory of

the winds*
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The first information I had on this subject was from my friend Mr.

Morris, who has frequently visited the coast of Africa, and is a gentle-

man of an excellent understanding and strict veracity. This informa-

tion immediately excited my attention ; and as Mr. Norm was pre-

paring to niake another voyage to that part of the world, I desired

him to confirm the facts which he had related, by further enquiries

and observations ;
and it is from these materials, with which I have

been obligingly furnished by Mr. Norris, that the following account

is drawn up :

On that part of the coast of Africa which lies between Cape Verd

and Cape Lopez, an easterly wind prevails during the months of

December, January, and February, which, by the Fantees, a nation

on the Gold Coast, is called the Harmattan. Cape Verd is in i N.

latitude, and Cape Lopez in I S. latitude, and the coast between

these two capes runs in an oblique direction, nearly from W.S.W. to

E.S.E. forming a range of upwards of two thousand one hun-

dred miles. At the Isles de Los, which are a little to the north-

ward of Sierra Leone and to the southward of Cape Verd, it

blows from E.S.E. on the Gold Coast from the N.E. and at Cape

Lopez and the river Gabon, from the N.N.E. This wind is, by the

French and Portuguese, who frequent the Gold Coast, called simply
the N.E. wind, the quarter from which it blows. The English, who
sometimes borrow words and phrases from the Fantee language, which

is less guttural and more harmonious than that of their neighbours,

adopt the Fantee word Harmattan.

The Harmattan comes on indiscriminately at any hour of the day,
at any time of the tide, or at any period of the moon ; and continues

sometimes only a day or two, sometimes five or six days, and it has

been known to last fifteen or sixteen days. There are generally three

or four returns of it every season. It blows with a moderate force,

not quite so strong as the sea-breeze (which every day sets in during
the fair season from the W. W.S.W. and S.W.) ; but somewhat

stronger than the land wind at night from the N. and N.N.W.
A fog or haze is one of the peculiarities which always accompanies

the Harmattan. The gloom occasioned by this fog is so great, as

sometimes to make even near objects obscure. The English fort at

Whydah stands about the midway, between the French and Portu-

guese forts, and not quite a quarter of a mile from either, yet very
often from thence neither of the other forts can be discovered. The
sun, concealed the greatest part of the day, appears only a few hours

about noon, and then of a mild red, exciting no painful sensation on

the eye.

Extreme dryness makes another extraordinary quality of this wind.
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No dew falls during the continuance of the Harmattan, nor is tliertf

the least appearance of moisture in the atmosphere. Vegetables of

every kind are very much injured : ail tender plants, and most of the

productions of the garden, are destroyed ; the grass withers and be-

comes dry like hay ; the vigorous evergreens likewise feel its per-

nicious influence ; the branches of the lemon, orange, and lime trees

droop ; the leaves become flaccid, wither, and, if the Harmattan con-

tinue to blow for ten or twelve days, are so patched as to be
easily-

rubbed to dust between the fingers. The fruit of these trees, de-

prived of its nourishment, and stinttd in its growth, only apptars to

ripen, for it becomes yellow and dry, without acquiring half the usual

size. The natives take this opportunity of the extreme dryness of

the grass and young trees, to set fire to them, especially near

their rpad.s, not only to keep those roads open to travellers, but to

destroy the, shelter which long grass, and thickets of young trees,

would afford to skulking parties of their enemies.' A fire, thus

lighted, flies wiih such rapidity, as to endanger those who travel :

in that situation, a common method of escape is, on discovering a

fire to windward, to set the grass on fi;e to leeward, and then follow

your own fire There are other extraordinary effects produced by
the extreme dryness of the Harmattan.

The patching effects of this wind aie likewise evident on the exter-

nal parts of the body. The eyes, nostrils, lips, and palate, are ren-

dered dry and uneasy; and drink is often required, not so much to

quench thirst, as to remove a painful aridity in the fauces. The

lips and nose become sore, and even chapped ; and, though the air

be cool, yet there is a troublesome sensation of prickling heat on the

skin. If the Harmattan continue four or five days, the scarf skin

peels off, first from tl e hands and face, and afterwards from the

other parts of the body, if it continue a day or two longer. Mr.

Morris observed, that when sweat was excited by exercise, on those

paits which were covered by his clothes from the weather, it was pe-

culiarly acrid, and tasted, on applying his tongue to his arm, some-

thing like spirits of hartshorn diluted with water.

Salubrity forms a third peculiarity of the Harmattan. Though
tl.is wind is so very prejudicial to vegetable life, and occasions such

disagreeable parching effects on the human species, yet it is highly con-

ducive to health. Those labouring under fluxes and intermitting fevers,

generally recover in an Harmattan. Those weakened by fevers, and sink,

ing under evacuations for the cure of them, particularly bleeding, which is

often injudiciously repeated, have their lives saved, and vigour restored,

in spite of the Doctor. It stops the progress of epidemics : the small

pox, i eminent -fevers, &c. not only disappear, but those labouring

under these diseases when an Harmattan comes on, are almost certain
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of a speedy recovery. Infection appears not then to be so easily com-

municated even by art. In the year 1770, there were on board the

Unity, at Whydah, above 300 slaves ; the small pox broke out

among them, and it was determined to inoculate ; those who weie

inoculated before the Harmattan came on, got very well through the

disease. About seventy were inoculated a day or two after the Har-

mattan set in, but no one of them had either sickness or eruption.
It was imagined that the infection was effectually -dispersed, and the

Ship clear of the disorder ; but in a few weeks it began to appear

among those seventy. About fifty of them were inoculated a second

time; the others had the disease in the natural way; an Harmattan

came on, and they all recovered, excepting one girl, who had

an ugly ulcer on the inoculated part, and died some time alter of

a locked jaw.

Another enquiry which I desired Mr. Norris to make respected
the source of the Harmattan, and the nature of the soil over

which it blows. It appears that, excepting a few rivers and some

lakes, the country about and beyond Wiiydah is covered for four

hundred miles back with verdure, open plains of gras?, clumps of

trees, and some woods of no considerable extent. The surface is sandy,
and below that a rich reddish earth ; it rises with a gentle ascent for

one hundred and fifty miles from the sea before there is the appearance
of a hill, without affording a stone of the size of a walnut. Beyond
these hills there is no account of any great ranges of mountains.

ANSWER TO QUERIES G AN'D 7 *.

[Continued from page 212.]

What is the best method yet promulgated for saving the lives of ship-

wrecked mariners, when a life-boat cannot approach the ship, or is

not at hand ? What are the most likely and approved means of

conveying a hawser to the shore, from a ship in distress ?

EVERY probable method which can be suggested for the relief

of vessels in distress, and the preservation of the souls on board,

merits the most serious attention of all scientific and experienced men,

and the liberal encouragement of the community, whereby genius and

ability may be roused to exertion in so humane and laudable a cause.

The many lives which are yearly lost in blowing weather on our

coasts, attended often with circumstances the most calamitous, ante-

* See NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. VII. p. 133. where, connected witft thit

subject, an ingenious plan of a Life Boat, (on so cheap and simple a princ'ple

that it may be universally adopted, ) is described and recommended to the atten-

tion of the public.
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cedent to final destruction, which, however much we deplore, yet it

must seem that we have either been too long regardless of these mise-

ries, or incompetent to the devising of ways and means by which

such frequent catastrophes may be obviated. It is true, that many

ingenious men, or rather, many who supposed themselves to be so,

have turned their thoughts to the subject ; but we do not find that any
of their plans have been brought into use, the Shields' life-boat excep-

ted; which, however well designed, is too expensive to be universally

adopted, and can be useful in or near the spot only where she lies.

But the questions above stated are,
'* What is to be done for the pre-

servation of the crew when a life-boat is not at hand, or could not

approach the ship if it were?" Sec. In reply, we are happy to have

it in our power to give an extract from Commissary Bosquet's corre-

spondence with the Royal Humane Society some time back on this

important subject, and which appears to be the most simple and ra-

tional of any thing that has yet come to our knowledge.
He observes, that it most essentially behoves every Ship to be in

actual possession of other more probable means of preservation than

any that have been heretofore suggested can afford ; if such means

can be attained, and are not attended with great expense and incon-

venience ; which too frequently marr the object intended to be re-

dressed. Ke therefore proposes what appears to, him, after much
reflection and some experience, to be the most applicable, certain,

and least expensive means of affording the necessary aid. It is uni-

versally known, that a very small portion of buoyant matter will

prevent a human body sinking in water ; but the more it is elevated

and at the same time protected from bruises, to which it is so subject
on rocky shores, the danger is of course less. Every seaman, there-

fore, who has a proper regard for his own safety, should provide
himself with a small machine of this figure,

made of canvas, or coarse flannel, and stuffed

with cork shavings, resembling in some de-

gree a porter's knot, but larger, inasmuch

as to occupy the space between the loins and

the armpits, to be buckled or tied before

when placed round the body, and a strap to

come over each shoulder to keep it tight up,

which may be done in less than a^ minute. This he should preserve
in his hammock, as his dernier resort ; and so far from being an in-

cumbrance, would serve occasionally as a bolster, or to stuff the

netting of a Ship in time of action. A man with this girdle round
him might live in any sea, as long as hunger and thirst would permit ;

and, at all events, whether dead or alive, if not taken u.p at sea4 ths
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Irody would come ashore without sinking ; and, in the latter case,

V/ould be essentially protected from those bruises which usually de

Slroy men on rocky shores. Beside these advantages already men-

tioned, there are many others that would attend this simple con-

trivance, such as, that a woman being put into this girdle, might not

only save herself, but carry her child in her arms with ease and a great

degree of safety. And in those unhappy situations adverted to on

tee-shores, a man plr.cing himself in one of these, might carry a line

from the ship to any distance ; with these precautions, that if the

distance be great, a blown bladder or piece of cork wood, should be

tied to the line at every 26 or 30 yards, whereby to lighten the line,

trhich would otherwise retard the man in his progress to the shore,

though with wind and tide in his favour : he should also carry some
instrument with him, by which to cut the line in case of any obstruc-

tion, and particularly if not long.enough to reach the shore. By this

line, the man, on gaining the beach, might haul one or morehawserp,

united, according to the distance, from the ship, if necessary: or a

life-boat, if such a vehicle were at hand, be drawn from the shore to

the ship, and again from the ship to the shore, with expedition and

tafety.

Another machine, constructed of the same materials, and of this form,

should also be on board every ship ;
its dimensions to be at least a yard

square, and. about 18 inches thick, resembling a small wool pack,

\vith a loop at each side, as here described ; between which and the

machine, women, children, and feeble persons, might be securely

placed from the danger of losing their support. Such a vehicle, from

its great buoyancy, would ride high in the water with four persons

connected to it, and carry them over surfs and billows that no boat

could live in. Who would not give a kingdom for such a horse at

such a time ?

The various methods recommended for conveying a line by a dog,

a horseman, a kite, a rocket, a bullet perforated, and a shell from a

. Qol.XL 3 B
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mortar, (see Dr. FothergJIPs Essay on the Preservation of Shipvrrecked

Mariners,) appear to be futile and nugatory in the extreme, as I think

it is fifty to one that they would not succeed, if ever the attempt

could be made under the existing circumstances ; and, notwithstand-

ing that a line has been conveyed by a shell from a mortar to the dis-

tance of two hundred yards, yet this distance is in general far short

of the occasion. Besides, matters being prepared and adjusted at

leisure, and the experiment made on a smooth and steady surface, as

was the case with the mortar, it might pretty well succeed ; but

would be, perhaps, impracticable in the hands of aukward seamen,

in the utmost bustle and agitation, the ship lying on her beam ends,

and the sea running over her, "beating against the rocks, going to

pieces, or foundering ; at such moments there is no time for delibe-

ration, or the adjustment of a tedious and uncertain process. What
could a dog, a horseman, a kite, or a rocket do, and that too in a

tempest ? The method recommended by Dr. Fothergill, of sending

a line by an empty cask, is simple and applicable, with little or no

preparation, and might, perhaps, prove successful where the others

could not even be attempted, and might carry a line to some distance,

were it lightened and aided as above mentioned. But the cask also is

liable to many material objections : first, the chance of its reaching

the shore without being staved against the rocks, would be very un-

certain ; secondly, nothing but the line at best could be carried by
the cask, as a man could not keep his place upon it, and the line

would be useless if there were not some one conveyed with it, or on

the shore to receive it ; but in any case, the line, or even a hawser*

would not avail much, merely for conveying persons along it from

the ship to the shore, for granting that the distance were one hundred,

or but fifty yards, and that the rope or hawser could be
sufficiently

strained to prevent its dipping, which would be no easy matter when

projected from an unsteady ship ; yet I think few or none could save

themselves thereby. The great advantage resulting from the line

would be that of drawing a life-boat, such as I mentioned in a former

letter, or other buoyant vehicle, from the shore to the ship, and again
to the shore ; or for assislfng to and fro those light, handy, and unex-

pensive machines which I have recommended, from a clear conviction

of their unparalleled utility, and with which every ship, in some de-

gree at least, ought to be provided, for the preservation of her crew,
on the most sudden emergencies, from whatever cause.

The expense attending these simple vehicles is of no account, as

the girdle might be ma*de for about three shillings, and the pack with

the loops for five or six ; nor would their bulk in the ship be attended

*rith any material inconvenience, the number of the latter being cora-

4



PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERS. 3*1

paratively small to the number of persons on board, aa twenty of them,
I may venture to say, would save eighty persons in most cases ; and

ten or a dozen united or linked together, which might be done in a

few n;inutes, would serve as a sate and steady raft or platform, on
which many persons, and much valuable property, might be borne at

a time, nor be in danger of washing off, or subject to injury from the

rocks, or of oversetting, to which boats are so liable. For these, and

the other obvious reasons before mentioned, they hold, in my estima-

tion, a decided preference to any other ways or means yet sugy-.*ted
for the immediate relief and consequent preservation of such valuable

and unfortunate men.
i

ANSWER TO QUERIES 8, 9, AND 10.

To what is the incorrectness in measuring a ship's way by the log

chiefly due ? Can the log measure a ship's way with any, and

what accuracy, with or against the current of river or tide ?

Will the log measure a ship's way with equal accuracy whether she

sail fast or slow ? and if not, what is the cause ?

THE incorrectness to which the log is subject in measuring a ship's

way results from various causes. First, it does not draw by an equal

opposition, in any two given stages of its progress, an equal quantity

of line ;
the friction being greater and less at different times

; but the

incorrectness is much greater in fast sailing than in slow.

When a ship runs at the rate of ten or twelve knots an hour, the

opposition which the log meets in the water augments in proportion

to the ship's velocity, with an excess of retardation beyond the com-

puted quantity ; so that a ship making great way, reckons more way
than she makes ; and the more she increases her way, the more she

will misreckon by the log ;
it being the quality of all fluids to give op-

position in proportion to the opposition they meet, by an increased

inverse ratio to the augmented.- opposition : that is to 'say, if a ship

sail actually six miles an hour, she may appear by the log to havj

sailed precisely
so much ; but if she increase her actual way to ten

miles an hour, it will tell by the log to be much more, a mile perhaps

at least in ten, two miles in fifteen, and perhaps not less than four

miles or knots in twenty, supposing the ship to sajl so fast: so that,

in fact, the log reckons more than the ship's way, in proportion to

the increased rate at which she goes. Secondly : A ship sailing at

the rate of three knots an hour against the current, whilst the current

runs three miles an hour in the opposite direction, the log will mea-

sure the ship's way at six knots an hour; but, sailing with the current

awd the same force of wind, the ship's way will be nine miUs iu
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fact, whilst by the log it will appear but six, three knots less than

her real way.

ANSWER TO QUERY ll.

At what depth of sea will an empty bottle, tightly corked, (and

charged with a sufficiency of shot to sink it,) have the cork forced

in, and become filled with salt \vater ?

THE depth at which an empty bottle tightly corked, when let down
into the sea, will have the cork forced in, is not we believe precisely

ascertained; much will depend upon the manner in which the bottle

is corked and the accuracy of the observations*

ANSWER TO QUERY 12.

Has the comparative weight of the sea- water taken into the bottle

at such a depth, to that at the surface of the sea, been ascertained ?

and if so, what is the difference ?

A satisfactory answer to this hydrostatical query would remove the

doubts entertained of sea- water being heavier or salter at great depths

than at the surface. If salter, it must be inferred that it is heavier ;

but it does not so clearly seem to follow, but that it may be heavier

at great depths, but not salter. These points, however, do not ap-

pear to have been yet sufficiently investigaled ; though it has been

proved by various experiments, that the water at the surface of some

seas is heavier than at the surface of others.

DESCRIPTION OF PLATE CL.

THE EDITOR OF THE NAVAL CHRONICLE,

Jan 33, 1804.

'TTHE few following observations on the temperature of

the air and sea in the Florida stream and its neighbour-

hood, were made during a passage from. New Providence to

Nova Scotia, in the Summer of 1798. There is, perhaps,

nothing conclusive in them
;
but a communication may be

the means of more attention being paid to this subject by-

some of your nautical readers who may visit that part of

the world. I was led to it by a suggestion in an American

paper,
" that the approach of navigators to the America^
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oast might be indicated by the difference of temperature of

the Florida stream and the adjacent sea."

The accompanying chart, representing the course of the

Stream, is from a small one by Governor Pownall.

It will be seen, that from the 1st of May until the nth,

the temperature of the air differed but little from that of the

sea, though part of the time we were in the very strength of

the stream. On the loth and nth it was so powerful as to

set us each day near an hundred miles North of the ship's ac-

.count: yet, on the nth, the thermometer, instead of

rising, as might have been expected, on being immersed in

the sea, fell 3 degrees.

The rest of the passage was made Inside the stream. While

pn the Carolina coast, with the wind northerly, from the

1 2th to the 1 4th, the sea was some degrees warmer than

the air.

From the 24)th until the 28th, the wind was southerly;

the air and sea differed but little.

As we advanced northward, the sea became much colder.

On the 3ist of May, and ist and 2d of June, the tempera-

ture of the sea was 6 or 7 degrees below that of the air.

Wind from SE. to S.W.

It is necessary to observe, that the thermometer was only
tried at the surface of the sea. Perhaps in the Florida

Stream the water does not increase in coldness according to

the depth, in that degree it does in some parts of the

ocean.

Mr. Wales, in the latitude of 65 degrees North, in 1773,
found the air to be 66{ degrees j the surface of the sea 55

degrees ; and at 683 fathoms below it, only 40 degrees.

But the possibility of getting an exact state of the tempera-

ure of the water at this depth may perhaps be doubted.

I am, Sir,

Your humble Servant,

A; Z.
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P.S. I have lately seen various accounts of bottles having
drifted on shore, with memorandums in them respecting the

part of the ocean on which they were turned adrift. One
from " near the Banks of Newfoundland found its way to

the Bahamas." If we look at the chart this will not appear

surprising, as the Gulf stream must have impdled it to the

E.S.E. and S.E. till it intercepted the trade wind about the

tropic of Cancer, which blowing incessantly from the

Eastward, carried the bottle in the direction where it was

found.

NAVAL LITERATURE.

An Account of Travels into the Interior of Southern Africa : In wbicb it

considered^ the Importance of the Cape of Good Hope to the
different

European Powers, as a Naval and Military Station ; as a Point of

Security to our Indian Trade and Settlements during a War ; and at

a Territorial Acquisition and Commercial Emporium in Time of Peace ;

with a Statistical Sketch of the ixkole Colony ; compiledfrcm au-

thentic Documents. By JOHN BARROW, Esq. late Secretary to the

Earl of Macartney, Auditor-General of Public Accounts at the Cape

of Good Hope, and Secretary to I. ieutenayt- General Francis Dundas,

during his Gwernment there. Illustrated luilh superb Engravings.
Vol. II. 410. pp. 452. 1804.

E particularly dislike to be abruptly broken in upon

by an author, who> not chusing to assign any reason

for his appearance, forces himself into public notice, without

preface or introduction. Of this literary rudeness we had

to complain in Mr. Barrow's former volume; but not so in

the present. Here is not, indeed, either Preface or Intro-

duction; but the following passage, with which the work

commences, presents to the reader a clear insight of the

motives and intentions of the author :

The very flattering reception, (says Mr. Barrow,) xvhich a former

volume of sketches experienced from an indulgent public, was sufficient
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encouragement for the author to resume his pen, though it might not

be considered as an adequate motive, without new pretensions, to ob-

trude himself a second time on public notice. The pretensions, then,'

which I now claim, consist chiefly in being allowed to finish an incom-

plete work ; to add a volume, in continuation of the former, which I

am encouraged to hope will be considered no less interesting, from

the importance of the matter, than the other was from its novelty'.

The natural history of a country little known ; the general descrip-

tion of its surface and appearance ; the manners, customs, and state

of society, of the several classes of inhabitants, furnish a vast fund

of useful and agreeable information ; but they do not constitute a

whole. -A number of other subjects must be discussed and described*

before our knowledge of that country can be said to be complete.

Among these are not the least important the local advantages it may
command in a political, military, and commercial point of view ;

either in respect to itself, or its relations with other Countries ; its re-

sources, and their application ; its revenue?, jurisprudence, population,

and a variety of other points, which, when attentively taken, form a

tepcgraphical and statistical account, from whence both the stated

man and the philosopher may be instructed and amused.

This latter part is a task, which, in all human probability, I

should never have undertaken, had I not found, on my return to

England, that a great variety of opinions were fluctuating with regard

to the importance of the Cape of Good Hope to the interests of the

British Empire, but more immediately so to those of the East India

Company, which composes so very distinguished a part of it. Most

of these opinions were, obviously, grounded on a very limited view of

the subject ; or on an imperfect knowledge of the country. For,

without arrogating to myself any superior information beyond what

local knowledge, acquired by frequent travels and my public situation,

enabled me to collect, I may be allowed to observe, that few seem to

understand in what respects the Cape is, or is not, an important object

to the different powers of Europe. In the former volume all politicaf

discussions were studiously avoided, not only because they might at

that time, for many reasons, have been thought unseasonable or indis-

creet, but because I then conceived there was but one opinion with

regard to the real value of the Cape of Good Hope, if considered"

only in the single view of its being a barrier and a point of security to

our Indian settlements.

Since, however, it has unfortunately been found expedient to re-

linqui;xh the possession of it, in consideration of something that, na

doubt, appeared to be of equal moment, such caution will now be

110 longer necessary ; and I shall, therefore, in the present volume,
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enter very fully into the question of the political, military, ana com-

mercial advantages, which this grand outwork of all the European

possessions in India commands, and of the dangers to which those of

the British err.pire, in that quarter of the world, as well as the trade

of the East-India Company, are now exposed, by having resigned

this point of security into the hands of an enemy. I feel it,

indeed, incumbent on me to prove a position I then took for granted,

that the Cape i.f
Good Hope nans an acquisition by which out poli-

tical and commercial interests in the East Indies had been iecured and

promoted.

In the first Chapter, the whole of which may be con-

sidered as introductory, the following important observations

occur :

In speaking of charts, (says our author,) it may not, perhaps, be

considered unimportant to obscive in this place, that the whole of

the coast of South Africa, between Algoa, or Zwartkop's Bay, and

that of de la Gca, stretches, in reality, much farther to the eastward,

(making the continent in tin's part much wider) than it \s> laid down

in any of the sea-charts that have hitherto been published ; by several

degrees more easterly than some of them make it. To this circum-

stance may, probably, have been owing the loss of the Grosvenor

East Indiaman, and many other ships that have been wrecked on the

gaffer coast ; and by it may be explained the reason why ship?, com-

ing from the north-eastward, almost invariably fall in with the land,

to the northward of Algoa Bay, a full degree or more before they
make it by their observations or reckoning. Immediately beyond

Algoa Bay, the coast, in the charts, is usually made to trend to the

north-east, and even to the northward of this point ; whereas, in

reality, it runs only east-north-east to the mouth of the Great Fish

river, or Rio d'Infanta, whose latitude at this place, by repeated ob-

servations, I found to be 33 25' south; and from hence to the

mouth of the Keiskamma, in the Kaffer country, the direction con-

tinues pretty nearly the same ; after which, and not before, the

coast begins to trend more to the northward. At the mouth of this

river, I had also an observation for the latitude, which I found to be

33 12' south. The latitude of the true Cape point is 34 ^^' south j

so that, in the distance of about six hundred and fifty miles, the coast

inclines to the northward no more than seventy miles from the parallel

of the true Cape of Good Hope, which is very far from being ths

case in any of the sea or land charts I have ever seea.
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Mr. Barrow subjoins the errors in latitude of these eastern

points, as they appear in some of the charts, contrasting

them with his own actual observations. He is then particu-

larly severe on M. le VaiJlant, who is well known to have

largely availed himself of the privilege of travellers. Our
author asserts, that he (M. le Vaillant)

' has done little

more, in the eastern part of his map, than copy from Sparr-

mann, and the whole to the northward of St. Helena Bay is

a work of fancy." To prove how little M. le Vaillant is to

be trusted, Mr. Barrow adduces the two following instan-

ces :
" He places Camdeboo, and the beginning of the

Snowy Mountains, in the latitude of about 28 south, in-

stead of 32 15' south, an error of -more than 290 English
miles ! And he makes the Orange River descend from the

northward, nearly parallel to the coast, which, in fact, takes

its rife near the eastern coast, and ascends towards the north-

west-" Conduct like this unquestionably merits the severest

reprehension ; but more particularly so in one, who, with

all the cant of modern philanthropy, exclaims,
" Had my

voyage been productive of no other good than that of pre-

venting a single shipwreck^ I should have applauded myself

during my whole life for undertaking it !"

In the second Chapter, which contains an account of

the Author's military expedition to the Kafferfrontier, Mr. B;

has blended some remarks on particular points and passes,

with plans and descriptions of the three principal bays on the

south-east coast of the colony, from actual surveys ordered

to be made by Rear-Admiral Pringle, at the request of Lord

Macartney.

Having spoken ofAlgoaBay, as having but little to recom-

mend it as a resort for shipping, Mr. Barrow says,

The French frigate la Preneiue was the only enemy's ship that

ventured to look into this or any of ,the bays during the whole war;
at which time the Rattlesnake sloop of war and the Camel store-ship,

happened to be at anchor there. The French ship came in under

Danish colours, and brought up in the dusk of the evening between

two and three cables' length fiom the Rattlesnake, whose Captain
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Vras on shore with a detachment of the crew, unable to get on board

on account of the high surf running upon the beach ; but Lieutenant

(now Captain) Fothergill displayed, on this occasion, great judg-
ment and bravery. Suspecting her to be an enemy, he fired a shot

a-head, of which she took no notice ; he then poured in a broadside,

which was returned by the frigate. About midnight, the fire from

the Camel being silenced, the frigate changed her position, bringing

her broadside to bear directly on the Rattlesnake. In this manner

they engaged till three in the morning, when the frigate thought fit

to let slip her cable, and sheer off to sea. The Rattlesnake was much

damaged in her rigging, received many shot between wind and water,

had three men killed and several wounded. La Preneuse mounted 44

guns, and had on board upwards of three hundred men.

This affair decided General Dundas as to the expediency of

erecting a small work for the defence of the landing-place, and a

block-house surrounded with a pallisade, for the protection of the

men to be stationed there.

Chapter III. is devoted to the consideration of the value

and importance of the Cape of Good Hope, as a military

station : in this part of the work much political discussion

is interwoven. The Author is of opinion, that neither

Malta nor the Cape of Good Hope can be subjected to French

domination, without the security of our possessions in the

East Indies being also endangered.

In the following Chapter Mr. Barrow proceeds to consider

the importance of the Cape of Good Hope as a naval station.

He dwells much on the position, that no ships but those of

England can attempt a voyage to the East Indies, on account

of its length, without some such convenient place as the

Cape of Good Hope to stop at for refreshment. To English

sailors, from their habitual hardiness, and from the peculiar

advantages which they enjoy respecting the plentifulness and

superior quality of their provisions, such a half-way port

is not of much consequence j but, as our ships have frequently
a number of Lascars, or unseasoned troops, on board, who
cannot sustain the fatigues of so long a passage, it becomes

highly necessary for their relief. As a naval station, the

Cape of Good Hope is also valuable for the facility with

which our cruisers may be dispatched thence, either to
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India or to America, and from the shelter which it affords to

shipping when distressed by the violent storms which fre-

quently occur in these latitudes. On the other hand, Mr;

Barrow considers, that if the French hold the Cape of Good

Hope, possessing at the same time the Isle of France and

Mauritius, the Rio de la Plata belonging to Spain, over

whose movements they have an implicit controul, our trade

must be materially deteriorated. Should our enemy be en-

abled to keep cruising squadrons at these places, our trading

vessels, particularly on their homeward-bound passage,

would be so completely within their power, as scarcely to

possess the possibility of escape.

Among other arguments in favour of the Cape, we consi-

der the following statement to be an important one :

I am not provided^ (says Mr. B.) with sufficient documents to

give the annual expenditure of the squadron that was stationed at the

Cape ; but I am convinced it must have been much more moderate,

in the articles of fresh meat, biscuit, and wine, than for the same

number of ships and men on any other station whatsoever. In the

year I797 the squadron consumed 1,085,266 pounds of fresh meat,

and 1,167,995 pounds of biscuit, or about 3000 pounds of each

a day ; besides 184,358 pounds of soft bread, 217,813 pounds
of flour, and i,c66 bushels of wheat : it consumed, moreover, 1,226,

738 pints of wine, and 244,904. pints of spirits ; tagether with a

considerable quantity of butter, vinegar, raisins, peas and beans ; all

the produce of the colony, and all of them articles which were to be

procured at a moderate rate. I conclude, from the quantity expended,

that, fn this year, the squadron, supposing it to consist of 3000 men,

was subsisted mostly on Cape produce ; and, therefore, that it cost

the Government little more than one-fourth part of what it would

have done on most other stations.

With respect to the wear and tear of the tackk and furniture, I

have understood it to be very considerable on this station, owing to

the frequent gales of wind, and the exposed situation of the ships.

Admiral Pringle used to say, that every south-easteily gale, of a

week's duration, cost his Majesty some thousand pounds. But this

expense might probably be obviated, by forming an establishment

at Saldanha Bay.

Farther on in the Chapter, our Author says,

Having now pointed out some of the principal conveniencies that

the Cape possesses as a naval station, it will be right to mention the
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<llsadvantages ui.der vvhu-h it labours in this point of view. The

most sc-1 -us of these, v.hich, indeed, is the only material one that I

am gc^'Kiinted with, i, the want of a secure and convenient harbour

for n:tuung, repairing, or building ships. The two principal bays

that are resorted to by shipping, one in the summer, the other in the

winter months, are entirely open, and exposed to the two prevailing

winds, the north- west and the south-east ; nor does it appear to be

practicable, by any expense, to render them secure and sheltered; nor

to construct any kind of dock or harbour for the reception of large

ships, and scarcely even of small craft.

If any thing of this kind were to be attempted, it could only extend

to the accommodation of the latter j and the only place for this pur-

pose would be at Rogge Bay, where nature has laid an excellent

foundation of rock, close to which there is a considerable depth of

water, where the swell of the sea is broken by the jutting points on
which are erected the Amsterdam and the Chavonne batteries.

At all events, this would be a much better and more convenient land-

ing-place than at the present wooden wharf, which is barely kept up
at an enormous annual expense.

In all other parts of the bay an attempt to make any kind of har-

bour would be fruitless. The tide barely rises five feet, and the con-

stant rolling swell in the winter season would always choak the en-

trance of any dock with sand. Thus, the mouth of the Salt River

is alternately open and blocked up with sand.

Our Officers seem to be divided in opinion as to the preference of

Table Bay, or Simon's Bay. Tluy are certainly both defective; but

the latter would appear to be the more secure, from the circumstance

of few, if any, ships having ever been known to drive on shore from

their anchors, whilst scarctly a season passes without some being lost

in Table Bay. In :he winter months, when the wind blows from

north to north-west, forty or fifty ships may lie at anchor perfectly

secure at Simon's Bay : and. eight or ten may be sufficiently sheltered

in the strongest south- tasters. The great bay False, of which this is

an indent or cove, was so little blown at the time of the capture by
the British forces, that Rear-Auir.Jral Pringle, in trie year 1797, di-

rected it to be surveyed and sounded ; in consequence of which, the

exact situation was ascertained of a very dangerous rock, placed di-

rectly in the passage of ships into Simon's Bay ; a rock, of the ex-

istence of which the Dutch were entirely ignorant.

The usual months in which ships icsort to Simoa's Bay are from
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May to September inclusive. The distance from Cape Town being

twenty-four miles, and the badness of the road, mostly deep sand and

splashes of water, render the communication at all times difficult ; but

more especially so in the winter j and few supplies are to be had at

Simon's Town ; a name with which a collection of about a dozen

houses has most unworthily been dignified.

The necessity of ships of war being sent round into Simon's Bay
for five months in the year, might be attended with very serious con-

sequences to the safety of the colony ; as far, at least, as depended on

the exertions of the navy belonging to the station. Being a lee-port,

chances are greatly against their being able to work up to Table Bay,

and still less to Saldauha Bay, to afford any assistance in the event of

an attack by an enemy's fleet ; which, without any interruption or

molestation, might disembark troops, and land artillery stores and

ammunition at Robben Island, or any of the windward bays.

This being the case, it would seem more desirable, that the ships

of war upon the station should winter in Saldanha Bay, being not

only a windward port with respect to Cape Town, but one of the

best harbours, perhaps, in the whole world. Here any number of

ships may lie in perfect security at all seasons of the year, either to the

northward of the entrance of Koetjes Bay, from whence they can at

all times get out in the winter months, or to the southward in sum-

mer ; when, with equal facility, the south-easterly winds will at any
time carry them out. On the west side of Hcetjes Bay, nature has

erected a granite pier, against the sides of which ships may be brought
as to the side of a quay ; and it terminates to the northward in a fine

smooth sandy beach, where boats may always land with safety. The

position of Marcus Island, in the entrance, a solid block of granite,

is peculiarly happy for protecting the bay, to which, a battery
erected upon it, and mounted with heavy cannon, would be fully com-

petent. The different points also jutting into the bay, are well calcu-

lated to provide for its defence.

The situation of Saldanha Bay is much more convenient than that

of the peninsula for receiving the supplies afforded by the country.
The deep sandy isthmus, whose heavy roads have been the destruction

of multitudes of cattle, would be entirely avoided ; and its distance

from the corn districts, which is the most material article of consump-
tion, is much less than that of the Cape. Its situation, with regard
to all the northern parts of the colony, is much more convenient than

Cape Town ; and equally so for those who inhabit the distant dis-

trict of Graaf Reynet, and who usually pass over the Roode Sand

Kloof.

It may be asked, then, how it has happened, at the first found*.
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tion of the settlement, that the preference was given to Table Bay,
which possesses not a single convenience for shipping ; and is, at the

best, no better than an open and a dangerous road ? The answer

has already been given in the last chapter, where it was observed,

that the clear and copious stream of water rushing from Table Moun-

tain, had determined the scite of the town. Unfortunately, no such

stream of water falls into Saldanha Bay ; nor has any spring yet been

discovered in the vicinity of its shores, that has been considered as

sufficient to supply the demands of a small squadron for fresh water.

I must observe, however, that the trials hitherto made have been very

insufficient.

Mr. Barrow proceeds, in Chapter V. to consider the im-

portance of the Cape of Good Hope in a commercial point
of view, and as a depot for the Southern "Whale Fishery.

The commercial advantages, as far as relate to exports and

imports, to be derived from this colony, appear to be of

slight importance ;
but our Author says, there can be little

doubt, that it
"
might be rendered essentially useful to the

Southern Whale Fishery, so important to the commerce and

navigation of Great Britain." He considers, also,
" that

during the war, the same place, in the possession of aa

enemy, maybe the means of obstructing this valuable branch

of trade, and must, $t all events, render it forced and pre-

carious."

The last Chapter of Mr. Barrow's work is appropriated

to a topographical description, and statistical sketch, of the

Cape Settlement. It does not come within our province to

trace the details contained in this portion of the perfor-

mance j but we can assure our readers, that they are v~ry

perspicuously displayed, and evince the Author's extensive

knowledge of the subjects on which he treats.

We cannot close this article without observing, that the

work before us, from the copiousness and correctness of its

information, is the most valuable which has hitherto appeared

respecting the Cape of Good Hope. The charts and plans

which accompany it are particularly well executed ; and, in

the event of the Colony falling again into our possession,

must prove essentially serviceable.
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ABSTRACT OF A VOYAGE
FOR THE DISCOVERY OF A NORTH-WEST PASSAGE IXTO THE

SOUTH-SEA^

PERFORMED IN THE YEARS 163! AND l6jZ,

BT CAPTAIN THOMAS JAMES.

[Continued from page 216.]

BY
the 1 5th of July, got between Dirge's Isi~<id and Nottingham's

Island, not being able to get more northward. The i6th,

being satisfied of the impossibility of doing any thing farther to the

North-westward, Captain James gave orders to steer away W. S. W.

to have a sight of Mansfield's Island^ which they had next day by
three in the afternoon, having had so much dangerous fo.ul weather

amongst the ice, that they
" struck more fearful blows against it

"

than they had ever yet done. This was the first day that they went

to half allowance of bread on flesh days. Two of the men com-

plained of sickness, but soon recovered. In the evening came to an

anchor, and sent the boat ashore to try the tides. The boat's crew

found that the savages had been on the island. Wind contrary, and

weather foggy.

The I yth, the wind more favourable. Weighed anchor and stood

along the shore, S. and S. by W. about ten leagues. In the after-

noon, wind contrary, came to an anchor within a mile of the shore.

Captain James went on shore to try the tides. Saw some fowl on

the island, killed one, and returned on board.

The 1 8th, the wind being more favourable, weighed anchor and

endeavoured to proceed to the westward, intending to fall in with the

western land, about the latitude 63' oo'. At noon, stowed away
S. S. W. in latitude 62" oo'. At 4 P. M. having escaped some dan-

gerous blows from the ice, came, as they thought, into an open sea,

and joyfully steered away W. and W. by W. At 10 P. M. heard

the rut of the ice, it growing a thick fog and very dark : nevertheless,

proceeded.

The 1 9th, at 3 A. M. saw the ice, which being impassable, and

moreover the wind at N. W. stowed along it, hoping to. weather it

to the southward, but at last became so blinded with fog, and encom-

passed with ice, could go no farther.

The 2Oth, endeavoured to get to the westward, our ship beating

and knocking all this while most fearfully.

In this wilfulness, (says Captain James,) we continued till the

2ist, when being fast amongst the ice^ I observed we were in latitude-

I
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60 33', and then looking what damage our ship might have received,

we could perceive, that below the plate of iron which was before her

cut-water, she was all bruised and broken ; the two knees she had

before to strengthen her, spoiled and torn ; and many other defects,

\vhich we could not by any means come to mend. Notwithstanding
all this, and the extraordinary thick fog, (that we could not see a

pistol shot about us), we proceeded with the hazard of all.

On the 27th, for the first time, had clear weather to look about,

and the wind coming up at south, and the ice opening, made some

way through it to the westward. Jn the evening were fast again,

the wind veering from the south to the east, and blowing a fresh

gale. Since parting from Mansfeld's Island^ depth of water was com-

monly 1 10 and 100 fathoms, oozy ground; now, the water beginning
to shoal, have but So fathom.

The 28th and 29th, (says Captain James,) we were so fast

enclosed in the ice, that notwithstanding we put abroad all the sail

that was at our yards, and that it blew a very hard gale of wind, the

ship stirred no more than if she had been in a dry dock. Hereupon
we went all boldly out upon the ice, to sport and recreate ourselves,

letting her stand still under all .her sails. It was flat, extraordinary

large ice, the worst to deal withal that we had yet found. I mea-

sured some pieces, which I found to be a thousand of my paces long.
This was the first day that our men began to murmur, thinking it im-

possible to get either forwards or backwards. Some were of the

opinion, that it was all such ice betwixt us and the shore. Others,

that the bay was all covered over; and that it was a doubt whether we
could get any way or to any land to winter in. The nights were

long, and every night it did so freeze, that we could not sail amongst
the ice by night, nor in thick foggy weather. I comforted and en-

couraged them the best I could; and to put away these cogitation!',

we drank a health to his Majesty on the ice; not one man in the ship,
and she still under all her sails. I most ingenuously confess, that all

their murmuring was not without reason ; wherefore doubting that we
should be frozen up in the sea, I ordered that fire should be made but

once a day ; and that v.ith a certain number of shides, that the stew,

ard should deliver to the cook by tale, the better to prolong our fuel,

whatsoever should happen.
The 3oth and 3ist, made some way through the ice.

The 1st of August, the wind came up at West ; and, in the even-

ing, perceived the ice to heave and set a little, occasioned by a s\vtl

ling sea from the S.W. which induced a hope of shortly getting out

from the ice.

fflol.XI. 30
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The zd, it blew hard at S.\V. but could not feel the forementroned

swelling sea.

The 5th, (says the journalist,) we saw the sea clear ; bat could by
no means work ourselves to it with our sails; wherefore about six in

the evening we let fall an anchor in 50 fathom water, and stood all

with poles and oars to fend off the ice, and let ic pass to Iteward,

We continued this labour all night.

The 6th, in the morning, the wrnd" came up at N.W. and we

weighed with much joy, as hoping now to get into an oocn sea to the

southward. This by noon we had done, and we were in lat. 58 28'

very free of ice. The wind did large upon us, so that we stood away
N.W. to get up as high to the northward as we could, and fo to come

coasting to the southward. We went to prayer, and to give God
thanks for our delivery out of the ice.

The 9th, in lat. 59 40' came again to the ice, which lay very
thick to the north.

The loth, thick foggy weather, wind contrary, water shoaling

apace, came to an anchor in 22 fathom.

The nth, in the morning, weighed and made in for the shore.

About noon, saw the land, depth 16 fathom, lat. 59" 40'.

The i jth, in the afternoon, (says Captain James,) it being some-

thing hazy, we saw some breaches a-head us ; our depth was 9 and

lo fathom* ; and luffing to clear ourselves ofthem, we suddenly struck

tipon the rocks; the ship then being tinder our two top-sails, foresails,

and spritsail, with a fresh gale of wind. In this fearful accident we

struck all our sails a main ; and it did pkaae God to send two or

three good swelling seas, which did heave us over the rocks into three

fathom, and presently into three fathom and a half, where we chopt to

an anchor, and assayed the pumps j but we found she made no water,

although she had three such terrible blows, that we thought her mast

would have shivered to pieces, and that she had been assuredly bulged.

We hoisted the boat overboard, and doubly mann'd her, to go seek

and sound a way out of this perilous place. She was no sooner gone,
but there rose a fog, so that we were fain to spend some powder, that

she might hear whereabouts we were. The wind dull'd something,
otherwise it had been doubtful whether she could ever have recovered

to us again. After she had been absent about two hours, she brought
as word, that it was all rocks and breaches round about us, and that

withal she had found a way, where there was not less than two fathom

and a half, and that afterwards the water did deepen. We did pre-

sently weigh, and follow the boat, and passed over two ledges of

rocks, on which there was scarce fourteen feet water : then it did

deepen to three, four, and so on to fourteen fathom j then it shoaTd
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again to nine. It being now night, we came to an anchor, where we

rid indifferent well all the night. In the morning the wind came con-

trary, so that we could not go that way we intended to clear ourselves,

and therefore we went to work, to fit our holds, to splice our cables, and

make ready two shot, and 90 placed them in the hold, that they might
on all occasions run clear ; the ends of them being fastened to the

main-mast. We likewise looked to our anchors, and fitted our spate

ones. We got out our long-boat from betwixt the decks ; which was

very much broken and bruised. The carpenter went to work to fit

her, (for I intended to tow the shallop at stern,) and so to have the

boats ready at an instant, either to lay out anchors, or to be service-

able to what God should be pleased to try our faith and patience

withal
; for in Him was our only trust, and our hope upon his favours

in our honest endeavours. At noon, in laL, 57" 45', we could see the

land from the N.W. to the S.E. by E. with rocks and breaches ; and

the rocks that we came over, dry above water; whereby I knew it

flows here two fathoms at least. At noon, I sent the boat off to sound

to the eastward, because the water shoakd when we came to an anchor.

She brought us word, the shoalest water she had been in, was seven

fathom. We intending thereupon to weigh, the wind came easterly,

so that we could not budge, but lay here, i4th, all night, with a stiff

gale of wind*

The 1 5th, in the evening, our cable galled off; by reason of which

perilous and sudden accident, in which we had not time to put a buoy
to it, we lost our anchor, and were driven into four fathom water before

we could set our sails. This when we had done, we steered S.S.E.

the wind being at E. but the water shoaled to three fathom. Then
we stowed N.N.E. and it did deepen by degrees to ten fathom

; and

because it grew dark, we came to an anchor, and rid a good stress all

night.

The 1 6th, in the morning, die wind came up at N, a fresh gale, and

we weighed and came to sail. By nine o'clock it grew to be a very
storm ; and we turned to and again in ten fathom water. In the

evening the wind dulled ; and we stood S.W. to have a sight of Port

Nelson ; which course we stood all night, by the stars, being in lat.

57 2j', the variation about i 7 degrees.

The 1 7th, in the morning, stood south, depth increased by degrees
to eight fathoms. At noon had a good observation, being in lat.

57 I
">' supposed to be six or seven leagues off the southern side of

Port Nelson. Here the colour of the water changed, and was of a

puddlish and sandy red colour. Night coming on, and it beginning to

blow hard at E. by S. stood off into ten and twelve fathoms.

\To be continued.
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pocttr.

Bright-ey'd Fancy hovering o'er,

Scatters from her pictured Urn

Thoughts that breathe, and words that burn !

On the Death of Lieutenant SAMUEL NEVILLE, of his Majesty's Ship

Centaur, who volunteered in an Attack upon the Martinique Shore,

on the 7th February, 1804, i" which he fell. He was the last of

seven Brothers who have successively died in the service of their

Country. The Ulysses conveyed his remains to St. Lucie,

he was interred with military honours.

OLOW moves the multitude o'er Lucia's shore,

The corpse of Neville solemnly before :

'Tis not the pow'r of death that bends them low j

Imprest with a superior awe they go,

Tracing the destiny of one so brave,

Who volunteer'd the honours of the grave.

Exalted terrors seize the standers by,

As o'er his tomb the blazing vollies fly,

Which thund'ring echoes bear along the sky.

The dew of pity o'er the cheek of Fame
Shall wander as she writes her Neville's name,

Softly to mingle with the tears that flow,

Press'd from a sister or a parent's woe.

Who loves Britannia ! but must wipe the eye
To view the last, the seventh Neville die !

One gen'rous father then for England's good,
Pour'd on her altars forth his dearest blood ;

Anxious awaiting, each succeeding post,

The hapless newsl %< Another child is lost !'"

Son after Son fell in his country's cause;

Still in the ranks another Neville rose,

Until the last, the youngest champion fell,

And Fate exclaim'd Tlxy seriid tbeir country ivelff

How will the bosom of the fairest heave !

The thoughtful pity of the aged grieve !

Parents to whom the Nevilles were unknown

Z
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Shall for the loss of seven children moan ;

Brothers hencefoith in loyal virtue vie,

And for their country learn in turn to die.

But when Britannia in triumphal car,

With glory crown'd, shall leave the tolls of war,

And to her country's shore return again,

The band of heroes, which she lent the main,

Brother shall brother hail parents their children bless;

But no fond parent shall a Neville press !

When meek-ey'd Peace, again with bounteous hand,

Shall scatter ease and comfort o'er the land ;

The flute and tabor to the dance may play,

And night, with blazing tapers, mock the day:
Alas! The Nevilles' roof must silent mourn ;

N.Q son unto its bosom can return !

None to entwine a sister's arm in his ;

None at their social hearth must taste of bliss ;

Not one to close a dying father's eye,

Jor in the fam'ly vault must hence a Neville lie !

By glory snatch'd, and their superior fate,

They rank amongst the heroes of the state :

The distant seas record their patriot zeal ;

Death hath affix'd unto their deeds his seal.

Their country's memory embalms their name

The Nevilles are not dead but ever live to fame!

J. ECKSTEIN PICTOR.
Diamond Rcct, Feb. 7, 1804.

FAVOURITE AIR,

SUJffG BY MR. UH.lIl.lM.

HP O Arms ! your Country's cause requiring-

Hark ! the Trumpet sounds inspiring;,

Every Loyal bosom firing,

Calls to Honour, calls to Fame :

Every Nerve and Fibre thrilling

Through my Heart I feel the Flame-
The Cause is just, our Bands are willing,

And our trust, Jehovah's Name.
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EXTRACT
From Lines recited at the Anniversary of the Literary Fund,

WRITTEN BY

HENRY JAMES PYE, ESQ.

POET L4UREAT.

MID the Storms that shake each neighbour Statef

On these blest Isles still Peace and Virtue wait ;

And, while our Naval Bulwarks proudly ride,

The Guard and Glory of our circling Tide ;

Lo ! crouding Myriads on th' embattled Shore

Pant for the Gale to waft Invasion o'er;

And shew, should Winds repressed our Navies keep,
Or Conquest lead them o'er the distant Deep,
On BRITAIN'S fields, in Britain's Sons they'd find

Th' avenging Arm, th' unconquerable Mind.

EXTRACT FROM MR. HEBER'S POEM OF

PALESTINE,
RELATIVE TO THX EXPLOITS OF

BUONAPARTE AND SIR SYDNEY SMITH.

HEN He, from tow'ry MALTA'S yielding Isle,

And the green waters of reluctant NILE,

Th* Apostate.Chief from Misraim's subject Shore

To ACRE'S walls his trophied banners bore;

When the pale desert marked his proud array,

And desolation hoped an ampler sway ;

What Hero thf.n triumphant GAUL dismay'd,

What arm repelled the Victor Renegade ?

Britannia's Champion ! bath'd in hostile blood,

High on the beach the dauntless Seaman stood :

Admiring ASIA saw th' unequal fight;

E'en the pale descent blest the Christian's might.

Oh, day of death ! O thirst beyond controul
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Of crimson conquest in th* invader's soul :

The Slain, yet warm, by social footsteps trod,

O'er the red Moat supply'd a panting road :

O'er the red Moat our conquering thunders flew,

And loftier still the grisly rampire grew ;

While proudly glow'd above the grisly Tow'r

The wavy Cross that mark'd BRITANNIA'S bow'r.

ELEGIAC STANZAS

TO THE MEMORY OF

LIEUTENANT W. BOYD,
Wlo lately died of tie Fellow Fever, in tie Weit Inditi,

'7 HEN by some unexpected stroke

Fate blasts the flow'r of youth so fair;

When friendship's link is rudely broke,

And hope's fond vision melts to air ;

The muse, alive to sorrow's plaintive tones,

Shares pity's pang," affection's suffering owns.

Yes, gallant youth ! 'twas thine to sink

Beneath disease's tiger spring,

When valour over danger's brink

. Had borne thee safe on conquest's wing!

Thy arm had triumph'd o'er thy country's foe,

When the fierce fever seiz'd, and laid her champion low.

But in the records of the brave,

Thy memory, William ! long shall bloom :

Tho' fate, beyond yon western wave,

Far distant fix'd thy early doom,
Still shall thy name to freedom's train be dear,

And loyalty and love embalm it with a tear.
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CORRECT RELATIOX OF SHIPWRECKS.

[Continued from page 294.}

Ha T total Night, and Horror, here preside j

My stunn'J ear tingles to the whizzin? tide }

It is their funeral knell ! and gliding near,

Methinks the phantoms of the Dead appear.
But lo ! emerging from the watery grave,

Again they float incumbent on the wave ;

Again,the dismal prospect opens round,

The wreck, the shores, the dying, and the drown 'd.

FALCONXK.

Interesting Narrative of lie Loss of His Majesty's Ship THE APOI/LO*

J. W. T. DIXOK, Esq. Captain, with about 40 Sail of her Con~voyy

en the Coast of Portugal, three Leagues North of Cape Mondegoy when
on her Passagefor the West Indies^ en tie id of April, 1 804.

T\yjTONDAY, the a6th of March, sailed from the Cove of Cork,
*'-** in company with his Majesty's ship Carysfort and 69 sail of

merchantmen under convoy for the West Indies. 27th, were out of

sight of land, with a fair wind, blowing a strong gale, and steering
about W.S.W. The aSth, 29th, and 3Oth, weather and course nearly
the same. 3ist, the wind came more to the westward, but more mo-

derate. Sunday, the ist of April, at noon, observed in latitude

40 deg. 51 min. North. Longitude, per accouut, 12 deg. 29 min.

West. At eight o'clock on Sunday evening, the wind shifted to the

S W. blowing fresh; course S.S.E. At ten, up main-sail and set the

main- stay-sail. At a quarter past ten, the main-stay-sail split by the

sheet giving way ; called all hands upon deck. At half past ten,

strong breezes and squally : took in the fore-top-sail and set the fore-

sail. At half past eleven the main-top-sail split; furled it and the

main-sail. The ship was now under her fore-sail, main and mizen

storm stay-sails ; the wind blowing hard with a heavy sea.

About half past three, on Monday morning, the 2d, the ship struck

the ground, to the astonishment of every one on boaid, and by the

above reckoning, we then conjectured, upon an unknown shoal. She

continued striking, the ground very heavy several times, by which her

bottom was materially damaged, and making much water ; the chain-

pumps were rigged with the utmost dispatch, and the men began to

pump ; but, in about ten minutes, she bea,t and drove over the shoal.
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On endeavouring to steer lier, found the rudder earned away. She

then got before the wind. The pumps were kept going, but, from

the quantity of water she shipped, there was every probability of her

soon foundering, as she was
filling, and sinking very fast.

After running about five minutes, the ship struck the ground again
with such tremendous shocks, that we were fearful she would instantly

go to pieces, and kept striking and driving further on the sands, the

sea making breaches completely over her. Cut away the lanyards of

the main and mizen rigging, and the masts fell with a tremendous crash

over the larboard side : the foremast went immediately after. The

ship then fell on her starboard side, with the gunwale under water.

The violence with which she struck the ground, and the weight of the

guns, those on the quarttT-deck tearing away the bulwark, soon made

the ship a perfect wreck abaft : only four or five guns could possibly

be fired to alarm the convoy, and give notice of danger. On her

striking the second time, most pitiful cries were heard every where

between decks, many of the men giving themselves up to inevitable

death. I was told that I might as well stay below, as there was an

equal likelihood of perishing if I got upon deck. I was determined

to go, but first attempted to enter my cabin, and was in danger of hav-

ing my legs broke by the chests floating about, and the bulk heads

were giving way : I therefore desisted, and endeavoured to get upon
deck, which I effected, after being several times washed down the

hatchway by the immense volume of water incessantly pouring down.

The ship still beating the ground very heavy, made it necessary to

cling fast to some part of the wreck, to prevent being washed by the

surges or hurled by the dreadful concuffions overboard, the people

holding fast by the larboard bulwark of the quarter-deck, and in the

main channel, while our good Captain stood naked upon the cabin

skylight grating, holding fast by the stump of the mizen-mast, and

making use of every soothing expression which could have been sug-

gested to encourage men in such a perilous situation. Most of the Offi*

cers and men were entirely naked, not having had time to slip on even

a pair of trowsers. Our horrible situation every moment became more

dreadful, until day-light appearing, about half past four o'clock,

discovered to us the land, at about two cables' distance, a long sandy

beach, reaching to Cape Mondego, three leagues to the southward of

us. On daylight clearing up, we could perceive between 20 and 30
sail of the convoy ashore, both to the northward and southward, aud

several of them perfect wrecks. We were now certain of being on

the coast of Portugal, from seeing the above Cape, though, I am

JfSato. Cljrcn. Slol.XI. 3 B -
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sorry to say, no person in the ship had the least idea of being so near

that coast. It blowing hard, and a very great swell of the sea (or

what is generally termed waves running mountains high), there was

little prospect of being saved. About eight o'clock, there being

every likelihood of the ship going to pieces, and the after part laying

lowest, Captain Drtcon oidertd every person forward, which it was

very difficult to comply with, from the motion of the main-mast

working on the lai board gunwale, there being no other way to get

forward. Mr. Cook, the Boatswain, had liis thigh broke in endea-

vouring to get a boat over the side. Of six fine boats not one was

saved, being all stove, and washed overboard with the booms, &c.

Soon after the people got forward the ship parted at the gangways.
The crew were now obliged to stow themselves in the fore-channels,

and from thence to the bowsprit-end, to the number of 220, for, out

of 240 persons on board when the ship first struck, I suppose 20 to

have previously perished betwen decks and otherwise. Mr. Lawion, the

Gunner the first person who attempted to swim ashore, was drowned:

afterwards Lieutenant Wilson, Mr. Runcie, Surgeon, Mr. M'Cabe,

Surgeon's Mate, Mt. Standlcy, Master's Mate, and several men, shared

the same fate, by reason of the sea breaking, in. enormous surges over

them, though excellent swimmers. About 30 persons had the good
fortune to reach the

skpre, upon planks and spars, among whom were

Lieutenant Haivey aS Mr. Callam, Master's Mate. Monday night,
our situation was truM horrid, the old men and boys dying through

hunger and fatigue aRj Messrs. Proby and Hayes, Midshipmen.

Captain Dixon remained ajl this li'^ht upon the bowsprit.

Tuesday morning; prcoeifted us no better prospect of being relieved!

from the jaws of death, the wind b'cwing stronger iu:d the sea much

more turbulent. Abofct noon, this cay, our drooping spirits were

somewhat raised by seeing Lieutenant Ha-?vey and Mr. Callam

hoisting out a boat from pne of the merchant ships to come to the

assi ;;nce of their distre*pd'sh!pmates. T.:ey several times attempted

to Jaunch her through l^he s.urf, but being a very heavy boat, and the

sea on the beach acting so powerfully against them, they could not

possibly effect it, though assisted by nearly 100 of ihe merchant

sailors and
Portujni^e peasants. Several men went upon rafts this

day, made from pieces of the wreck, but not one soul reached the

shore ; the wind having shifted, and the current setting out, they were

all driven to sea; among whom was our Captain, who, about three in

the afternoon, went on the jib-boom with three seamen; anxious to

save the remainder, oi the ship's company, and too sanguine of getting
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safe on shore, lie ventured upon the spar, saying, on jumping into the

sta, " My lads, I'll save you all
"

la a few seconds he lost his hold

of the spar, which he could not regain : lie drifted to sea, and pe-

rished. Such was also the fate of the three brave volunteers who
chose his fortune.

'^ The loss of our Captain, who, until now, had animated the almost

lifeless en us
; as well as the noble exertions of Lieutenant Harvey

and Mr. C..l!am, to launch the boat, not succeeding, every gleam of

hoj.-e vanished, and we looked forward for certain death the ensuing

jiight,
not only from cold, hunger, and fatigue, but the expectation of

the remaining- part of the wreck going to pieces every moment. Had
not the Apollo been a new and well-built ship that small portion of

her could never have resisted the waves and stuck so well together, par-

ticularly as all the after part from the chess-trees was gone, the star-

board bow under water, the forecastle deck nearly perpendicular, the

weight of the guns hanging to the larboard bulwaik on the insidei

and the bower and spare anchors on the outside, which it was not pru-

dent to cut away, as they afforded resting places to a considerable

number of men, there being only the fore channels and cathead, where

it was possible to live in, and about which were stowed upwards of

150 men; it being impracticable to continue any longer in the head,

or upon the bowsprit, by reason of the breakers washing completely

over those plr.ces. The night drawing on, the wind increasing, fre-

quent showeis of rain, the sea washed over us, and looking every in-

stant for the forecastle giving way, when we must have all perished

together, afforded a spectacle truly deplorable, the ba:e recollection of

which even now makes me shudder. i he piercing cries of the people

this dismal night, at every sea coming over them, which happened

every two minutes, were pitiful in the extreme ; the water running
fic-rn the 1 head down all over the bod}', keeping us continually wet,

Tiiis shocking night, the remaining strength of every person was

exerted for his individual safety. From the crowding so close toge-

ther in so narrow a compass, and the want of something to moisten

their mouths, several poor wretches were suffocated, which frequently

reminded me of the black hole, with this only difference, that these

poor sufferers were confined by strong walls, we by water; the least

movement without clinging fast would have launched us into eternity.

Some unfortunate wretches drank salt water, several their own urine,

some chewed leather, myself and many more chewed lead, from which

we conceived we found considerable relief, by reason of its drawing the

jaliva, which we swallowed. lu less than an hour after the ship fits
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struck the ground, all the provisions were under water, and the ship a

wreck, so that it was impossible to procure any part. After the

most painful night that it is possible to conceive, on day-light appear-

ing, we observed Lieutenant Harvey and Mr. Callam again endea-

vouring to launch the boat. Several attempts were made without

success, a number of men belonging to the merchant ships bting much

bruised and hurt in assisting; alternate hopes and f^ars now pervaded
our wretched minds; fifteen men got safe on shore this morning, on

pieces of the wreck. About three in the afternoon of Wednesday
the 4th, we had the inexpressible happiness of seeing the boat launched

through the surf, by the indefatigable exertion of the above Officers,

assisted by the Masters of the merchant ships, with a number of Por-

tugueze peasants, who were encouraged by Mr. Whitney, the British

Consul from F'guiera. All the crew then remaining on the wreck

were brought safe on shore, praising God for a happy deliverance

from a shipwreck which has never had its parallel. As soon as I slept

out of the boat, I found several persons whose humanity prompted
them to offer me sustenance, though improperly, in spirits, which I

avoided as much as possible. Our weak state may be conceived,

when it is considered that we received no nourishment from Sunday
to Wednesday afternoon, and continually exposed to the fury of the

watery elements. After eating and drinking a little, I found myself

weaker than before, occasioned, I apprehend, from having been so

long without either. Some men died soon after getting on shore,

from imprudently drinking too large a quantity of spirits.
All the

crew were in a very weak and exhausted state, the greater part being

badly bruised and wounded. About 40 sail of merchant ships were

wrecked at the same time on this dmuiful beach. Some ships sunk

with all their crew, and almost every ship lo.;t from two to twelve men

each ; yet the situation of the remainder was not equal to that of the

frigate's ship's company, as the merchant ships drawing a less draught

of water, were mostly driven close on the shore, and no person re-

mained on board them after the first morning. The Masters of the

merchant ships had tents upon the beach, and some provisions they had

saved from the wrecks, which they very generously distributed, and

gave every assistance to the Apollo's ship's company.,^Thus was lost

one of the finest frigates in the British Navy, with sixty-one of her

crew. The number of souls lost in the merchants ships was also very

considerable. Dead bodies were every day floating ashore, and pieces

of wreck covered the beach upwards of ten miles in exteut.
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OF

ROBERT S C O T X E Y,

A XATIV1- OF Sl'ALDI.VG, LJ.VCOLXSHIRE.

IJje unfortunate Sujfircr ivas phial up at Sea by tie EUROPE, on ibc

Z()il of June /asf, in Long. 22 IV. and Lai. 29 40' S.

AT half past eight, A.M. saw a small boat on our starboard bow,

which, upon nearing, we discovered to have only one small sail

set, and otherwise to be a perfect wreck. No one was observed on

her deck, until upon hailing her, a wretched object presented himself,

apparently in a most distressed situation, and in the posture of implor-

ing our assistance; a boat was immediately sent aboard of her, with

the zd Officer, who returned with him, having sent the wreck adr;ft.

By the poor man's account, it appeal s that he sailed from Lon-

don as Second Mate of the brig Thomas of London, commanded by

Captain Gardner, and belonging to Messrs. Broderick and Co. on

the 4th of March, 1802, bound to the Southern Ocean on the whale

fishery ; that after touching at several places in their outward-bound

voyage, they arrived at Staten Land, where they remained 6 or 7

months, and got about 7 or ?oo skins
;

in the course of that time they
rose upon their long boat, lengthened and decked her, and converted

her into a shallop, of which they gave him the command., and put
three other seamen on boaid under him, with orders to accompany
the brig to the Island of Georgia, whither they were bound, and pro-
cure seals and sea elephants.

They accordingly left Staten Land the latter end of January,
l 803, in company with the brig, and after tkven days' passage, arrived

at the Island of Georgia, where they remained about two months, and

left it the beginning of April, thefr own brig and another bi ig, the

John of Boston, in company, and stood for the Island of Iristan da,

dun ha.

On the 1 4th of April they were parted from their consorts, in a

heavy gale of wind, in which gale he lost his three hands, who were

washed overboard by a tremendous sea, from which he himself nar-

rowly escaped, having the moment before gone below for a knife to

cut away some part of tiie ringing.

At that time h. Kid on btaid only 3*_lbs. of meat, 3033. of flour,

6lbs. of bread, a:itl two hhds of water, which were all more or less

damaged by th ne whale oil remaining in the bottoms of some

of the casks, and a small quantity of sole : on this scanty pittance, and

Z



398 NAUTICAL INFORMATION.

without any means of dressing even that, he prolonged his existence for

the surprising period of sevtntj'-five days.

When we fell in with him, he was shaping a course for the Cape of
Hood Hope, having missed the Island of Tristan da Cunha, to which

it was his intention first to have proceeded, for the purpose of rejoin-

ing his consorts, whom he expected to meet there.

His debility however was so great, that he had been for several

days previous, incapable of going into the hold of his vessel for what

little sustenance then remained, or of shifting his helm, should a change
of wind have happened.

The appearance of this poor wretch, on his being- brought on

board, deeply affected every one : he had 'entirely lost the use of his

extremities, his countenance was pallid and emaciated, and it was the

opinion of the Surgeon, that he could not have prolonged his existence

for two, days more.

It is unnecessary to enlarge upon the thankfulness evinced by the

poor fellow for his preservation, or that he experienced every possible

assistance which his situation required, and which we have no doubt,

but that oar readers will hear with pleasure proved successful.

NAUTICAL INFORMATION

COMMUNICATED By

CAPTAIN D. INVERARITY,
oi' THE saip

rv passage to the Eastward of the Island of Madagascar to Bom-
-- bay from Europe, in the S.W. monsoon, having become prtttr

general of late year? ;
ic is therefore necessary, that ships having passed

Cape Amber, should be very cautious in crossing the latitudes of the

many Islands that are in those seas, particularly in the night time, in

consequence of those longitudes being very indifferently ascertained.-

In my passage from the N.W. coast of Madagascar to the Seychelles,

made the Island, called by Mr. W. HIATHEK, Alphonsina, and lying,

by his chart, in latitude 7 5' South, and longitude from Greenwich

54^ 1 6' East. Its true situation is in latitude 7 3' 3" South,

and longitude from Greenwich, 52 20' East, ascertained by sights

on both sides of the moon, and corresponding with our land fall (the

Island of Seychelles) two days afterwards. This error of 1 16 miles

.;ting almost induced me to suppose it a ntw discovery, but it

agreeing 8O nearly with Mr. HEATHER'S situation in latitude, that it

certainly must be the same. >Due South from the Island of Alphon-

wna, lies a saud bank even .with the water's edge, distant from the
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Island 3 or 4 leagues, with an extensive reef of breakers running out

from the sand in a N.E and S.W. direction : th ; s sand makes the navi-

gation here the more dangerous, as there are no soundings within a mile

of it. The Easternmost of the Amirante Islands are also very erro-

neously laid down, as I passed over their situation laid down by the

before mentioned chart and saw no land, in a very clear da), from the

mast head ;
I therefore should suppose that their situation are also too

much Eastward. With regard to the N.W. coast of Madagascar, it has

been hitherto so little known, that one should suppose a European

ship had never been on it. I surveyed a track of coast from Table

Cape to Cape St. Sebastian about 300 milts, and found some of the

6nest Bays in the world, supplied with every article of refreshment

that a fleet of ships could stand in need of ; also, apparently, spars fit

for masts and yards of any dimensions, inhabited by an inoffensive race

of men, who are very shy of strangers until acquainted with their busi-

ness. If ever the English Government should have a settlement on

this Island of consequence, I should certainly recommend Bembatock

bay (or Ben.batooka by the natives), as one of the most commodious,

healthy, and easy of access, being near the capital of the country, (die

King of which is cordial to strangers,) and supplied with as fine beef

as any in the world, at the moderate price of i to 2 Spanish dollars

each bullock. The merchant will also find this a most excellent situ-

ation for trade, the country supplying many articles as well as a ready

sale for East-India goods; its vicinity to the East coast of Africa,

and I mjiy also say New Holland, where a large supply of live cattle

may be sent, if wanted, in a very short time ; these object-, in a politi-

cal point of view, ought not to be overlooked. The French purchase

in this part of the country their slaves, and cattle, which are dros-c

across the Island of Fort Dauphin, by the Seckclaves, or natives in the

Fort Dauphin district, who bring dollars for that purpose, the French

putting implicit confidence in those men, who seldom betray the:r

trust. At Bembatock, btef may be suited equally as well as at Fort

Dauphin, wheie the French salt their provisions for their Europe s.'.ips

as well as their colonial consumption. There is no pork to be bad

here, except the wild hog, which is in great plvrnty ; rice may be pad

in any quantity, at two gnmels the dollar, the gnmel weighing 3 Sib.

English. It is necessary to speak in time to the natives, as the grain

here is generally purchased in paddy and beat out as they roasume it.

The general chart of the N.W. coast of Madagascar, as well as the

particular ones of all the Bays on this coast, 1 have sent home to Mr.

Dalryrhple ; also a chart of Mozambique harbour, and one of Inhamba

bay and river on the coast of Africa, which ate much wanted, there

being nothing of this sort before the public.
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THE annexed portrait of the Right Honourable SAMUEL,
^

Lord Viscount HOOD, whose biographical memoir en-

riched the Second Volume of the NAVAL CHRONICLE, is

from an original painting of that distinguished Officer.

The eminent services of Admiral Lord Hood, at Toulon,
are amply detailed in the memoir above alluded to; and we
are happy in the opportunity of adding, that those services,

so grateful to his country, and which reflect splendor
on his professional character, have at length received a

portion of that reward which they so eminently merit. It

must afford a pleasure to all who feel an interest in the hero-

ism of their countrymen, to learn, that the Legislature has

awarded a sum, amounting to nearly 300,000!. (as will be

stated at large incur Parliamentary proceedings) to Lord

Hood, on behalf of himself, and the Officers, seamen, and

marines, engaged in the capture of the ships at Toulon ; and

armed for his Majesty's service, on the 291!! of August,

'793-

TO THE EDITOR OF THE NAVAL CHRONICLE.

SIR,

T KNOW not a more delightful Sailing Excursion than what the ad-
"^

jacent scenery of the River Medvvay displays at this season of the

year, from Chatham to Sheerness. The towns of Chatham, Brompton,
and Rochester, crown the retiring undulation of hill and vale, which

the rich County of Kent presents to the spectator ; nor are the banks

of this river destitute of interest, as they gradually sink, from the high

craggs which back UpJown Castle, to the Flats near Shcemess. The

Tillage of GUilngham, and the adj-iccnt hamlet, are well wooded, and

extremely beautiful : this part or the Med<waj is named Gitlingham

Reach ; and, after passing Point Folly, where a builder laised his

house without having sufficiently thought about its situation, you,

enter Lang Reach) and catch the distant spire of the village of Hoo.

As you may not, Mr. Editor, have a correct list of the Ships at

present in Chatham Dock, or of those that lie in the Med'way duwo<

wards to Shcernesst I have sent the following :
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LIST OF SHIPS AT CHATHAM, &C. 4O1

In Dock at Chatham, to refair

1. Greyhound frigate, 32 guns.

2. Adamant, 50 guns, went into dock July 21, 1803.

3. Polyphemus, 64 guns, came into Chatham Harbour Apri*

27, lioz; docked Ma-ch 2, 1804*

4. Agamemnon, 64 guns.

A new Ship is also just laid down,

Abreast the Dock -Tard, and onwards to UP DOWN CASTLS, I observeJ%

1. Argonaut, 64 guns.

2. Porcupine, 24 guns.

3. Expedition, 44 guns.

4. Asia, 64 guns.

5. Belliqueux, 64 guns.

6. Glory, 98 guns, Captain Martin, a three-decker, with the

poop cut off: came out of dock April la, 1804.

7. Edgar, 74 guns.

8. Le Bourdelais, 28 guns. A Privateer, purchased by Govern-

ment.

9. Namur, 90 guns : alongside of which the Braakel, $o

guns, has since been moored ; having been reported too much

decayed to go lo Yarmouth Roads, as was iatended, to receive

Admiral Russel's Flag.

10. Galathee, 1 6 guns.

11. Guelderland, 64 guns.

iz. Intrepid, 64 guns.

13. Dortrecht, 64 guns, Receiving Ship*

14. Ramillies, 74 guns.

15. Alkmaar, 64 guns.
16. Atlas, 80 guns, Captain Hope, came out of dock after

being reduced, March 26, 1804. One of the finest and boldest

Ships in the Service. 1 he Cabin is fitted up with particular ele-

gance and neatness. Half the crew of the Braakel was scat into

this Ship, and the other half into the Glory.

17. La Bonne Citoyenne, 18 guns.
18. Cynthia Sloop, 1 8 guns, sliding keel.

1$. Hebe, 38 guns.

Onwards, to Gillingbatlt

X. Rochester, 74 guns, late Hero*

3. Buckingham, Prison Ship, 64 guns

3. Bristol, 50 guns..

. e$Hn. ftaUXL 3 v
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4. Druid, 32 gins.

5. Sandwich, 98 guns, Prison Ship, high square Stern. Built

in 1759.
6. Powerful, 74. guns, Billet Head.

7. Lion, 64 guns: bailed with .Lord Macartney to China.

8 Overyssel, 64 guns. Spanish Ship. Bought by the Dutch,
and taken from them in 1795.

In Long Reach, River Midway.

1. Vryheid, 74 guns, de Winter's Flag-Ship. Lying aa a

Powder Magazine.
2. Wassenatr, 64 guns, Powder Magazine.

3. Delft, ^4 gims : originally PHercule, Powder Magazine.

Most, if not all of the above Ships, which are in Ordinary, have

Some gun? put in them in case yf invasion.

I wish the above memoranda may induce some of your Corre-

spondents to send you a similar List of what Ships are in the Thames*

from Deptford, downwaids.

S. T.

MARINE DESIGNS, NAVAL PORTRAITS, &c.

IN THE

EXHIBITION AT THE ROTAL ACADEMT.

MDCCCIV.

THE THIRTY-SIXTH.

Pictores, et ii, qui sigua fabricantur, suum quisque opus a vulgo considerari

Tult ; ut, si quid reprehensum sit a plunbus, id corrigatur.

cic. DE orr. LIB. I. c. 41^

The Numlert refer to their Place in the Exhibition. R.A. Royal

Academi an. A.. Associate. H. Honorary.

APE Comorin, the southernmost point of the pe-

ninsula of Ii.dia T. Danicll, R.A.

14 Southampton r ver, fom Spring-place, Hants L. Francia.

18 East Ind a sh-ps rteGng topsails : squall and ram,

off Table-Land T. Wbitcomle*
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t4 View cf the Table Mountains and Cape Town ; boats

coming in from a shipwreck A. Callander*

49 The drowned sailor S. DrummonJ.

56 Portrait of Captain Henniker . Burncll.

83 A disabled ship on a lee-shore N. Pococke.

84 Portrait of a lady, as Miranda A. W. Devij*
" O, the cry did knock

Against my very heart ! Poor soul*, they peruh'd I

Had I been any god of power, I would

Have sunk the sea within the earth, or e'er

It should the good ship so have swallow'd, and

The freighting souls within her."

1 08 French gun-boats, of the second class, captured by his

Majesty's ships Hydra and Tribune R. Livesay.
1 1 1 Portrait of a child picking shells by the sea-side

Sir W. Beed-ey, R. A.

129 The Braman's Ghaut, at Muttura, on the river Jumna,
East Indies T. D //, R. A.

il A shipwrecked mariner H. Thomson^ Acad. elect.

" Sad on the jutting eminence he sits,

And views the main that ever toils below:

Still fondly forming in the farthest verge,

"Where the round ether mixes with the wave,

Ships dim discover'd dropping from the clouds :

At evening to the setting sun he turns

A mournful eye, and down his dying heart

Sinks helpless."

162 A storm (cabinet picture) N. Pocotke.

" Now shivering o'er the topmast wave she rides,

While deep beneath th' enormous gulf divides."

Falconer's Shipwreck.

163 Pattergotta, on the river Ganges ;
Hindoo devotees,

East Indies 7. Dani--ll, R. A.

170 View in the Isle of Wight R. Wynne*

183 Boats carrying out anchors and cables to Dutch men of

war, in 1665 7" M. W. Turner, R. A.

208 Portrait of a lady as Miranda. Shakespear's Tempest
M. *. Sbee, R.A.

A N T I - R O O M.

232 A calm : Evening scene, with fishing sloops at anchor

R. Fre 1,-lrnl

252 Saving the remains of a wreck G. Maria*J.

268 Shipwrecked sailor refcued from a watery grave S. Drummwd.
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269 Perilous situation of the crew of his Majesty's packet

Lady Hobart, after she had struck upon an island of

ice in the Atlantic Ocean, on the morning of the

28th June, 1803 N-Pccocke*

$74 A view of the opening of docks at Ringsend, near

Dublin, with the knighting Sir John Macartney by
Earl Camden, then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland W-Ashforet,

381 A view of the Red House at Battersea, with pleasure

boats F Sartoritu.

COUNCIL. ROOM.

324 View of Greenwich Hospital, from the Isle of Dogs
F. du Tresnoy*

333 Custom House, Dover J. P. Neale.

343 View of the southern shore of the Isle of Wight E. Kennion.

553 Portrait, in enamel, of the late Admiral Payne H. Bone, A.

367 View of Newcastle- upon-Tyne, taken from a windmill

to the eastward of St. Ann's W. Daniel!.

390 The ferry

'

R. Wtitall, R. A.

ANTIQJJE ACADEMY.

431 View of Dover, with a cutter and lugger, her prize,

beating round the Forela nd 71 Thompson*

444 Portrait of a Naval Officer M, Wyatt*

450 A view of the Rock Point, near Liverpool J. Emery> H.

451 The watering-place
*

J. J. Cbahn.

473 View of the Thames, taken from Richmond -hill, with

a part of the late Sir J. Reynolds's house in the fore-

ground R. Cooper*

474 A scene looking across the bay of Naples towards Vesu-

vius, taken from the heights of Pausilipo. In the

intermediate ground is Monte Pizze Falconi, and

Castello de Novo D. M. Strrts.

478 Shipping, with a distant view of the North Foreland

A. Callandar*

480 The Ponsborn, East Indiaman, passing the Boca Tigris,

China S. Atkint.

496 View from Hungerford stairs, looking down the river

Thames W- Pickett.

577 View in York J. Parky.
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LIBRARY.
594 His Majesty's ship Clyde, Captain Cunningham, cruiz-

ing off the entrance of Brest, and making the signal

that the combined enemy's fleet are in the same state

as last reconnoitred, 1800 J. T. Sfrret*

597 Milford haven J. Clark*

604 The landing of the British army in Egypt under the

command of General Abercromby, Admiral Lord

Keith commanding the fleet N. Pocccke

605 His Majesty's ship Clyde, Captain Cunningham, blow-

ing up the Jason frigate, that was lost off St. Ma-

loes, to prevent her falling into the hands of the

enemy, 1801 J. T. Serret,

632 Mariners going off to a ship> with part of Shakespear's

cliff, looking to Dover A. Callander*

635 La Vestale striking 10 his Majesty's ship Clyde, Cap-
tain Cunningham, off the Tcur de Cordouan, and

another national frigate making her escape vvi.ile the

Vestale was taken possession of, 1798 Jt 7*. Serres.

637 A fresh gale off the land E. Chilie.

638 A fall on the river Clyde, called Stone-byers Mits H. Sast.

MINIATURES.
737 Portrait of Mr. Incledon, in the Storm J. Tt Barter.

" While o'er the ship wild waves are beating,
We our wives aod children mourn :

Alas! from hence there's no retreating !

Alas! to them there's no return !"

MODEL ACADEMY.
8 1 3 Designs for the naval pillar

C. Beaz/ej*

8 1 8 Sketch of a design for a naval academy J. Rofaon.

829 Design for a line of battle ship, to mount no guns on

two decks
jF.

CKibolm*.

841 A tomb as a beacon J. Gandy-

844 Model of the monument to be erected in Westminster

Abbey, by the East India Company, in memory of

Captain Cook, of the Sybille frigate, who was killed

in a desperate, but successful engagement, with la

Forte French frigate, in the bay of Bengal J. Bacon.

848 A bust of Admiral Cell P. Turntrelli.

875 Design for the Naval Pillar, supposed to be erected

upon One-tree hill in Greenwich park R. Eltam,
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908 Design for a monument intended to be erected in the

Guildhall of this city, to perpetuate the four signal

naval engagements C. Harwell*

912 A geometrical elevation of a design for a light-house,

to be erected on the island Pharos, to replace the

celebrated building of Ptolemy Philadelphus ; an idea

for a Grecian arcade, to extend from the island on

the causeway to the peninsula, with two colleges for

naval instruction ; and a rastrated column in honour

of, and to commemorate the splendid victory of

Lord Viscount Nelson over the French fleet ; form-

ing part of a series of designs for improving tac old

and new harbours, and of rebuilding the ancient city

of Alexandria in Egypt G. Smith,

93 z A boat-house, designed for Sir J. Legard, Bart, on the

lake Windmere J. Gandy.

936 Design for a naval pillar H. Hopptr.

937 Bust of Lord Nelson, in Cimra marble Hon. A* 5. Darner^ H
962 A design for a vase, for which the second premium, was

adjudged to the artist, by the gentlemen forming the

Committee at Lloyd's for managing the Patriotic

Fuad E.-Puh*

NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR,
1801.

(April 26 to May IQ.J

RETROSPECT.

British Ships lost, fa-ken, or destroyed, during the present Tear.

1. IT A CREOLE. 40 Guns Cajvain A. Bwsell, taken from the French In

1803 Fouti.tered January the ad. on her passage from Jamaica :

her crew saved by the Cumber ianci of 74 guns.

2. YORK, 64 Guns, Captain Henry Mitford. Euilt in 1796. Missing
from the z6th of December, 1 803 ; and supposed to have foundered during
the Month of January, in the North Sea.

3. RAVEN brig, i8Gun, Captain S. Swaine, taken from the French in

1799. Lost January the 6th, on the S.W. of Scilly : crew saved.

4. FFATLESS gun-vend, 12 Guns, Lieutenant Williams. Lost off Rede

ding Point, Cavmnd Bay, in i tbiuary.
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5. HUSSAR, 33 Guns, Captain P. Wilkinson. Struck on the Salutes io

Pebruat), in tl^e ay of Biscay, and lost : crew saved.

6. CV B RE, iz Guns, Lieutenant [. Patey. Taken from the French in

l8cO. V.issed stays, and sunk off the Berry Head, 1 orbay, February the

Ipth : sine*:. weighed up

7. WEAZLE brig 14 Guns, Captain W. Layman. Built in 1799. Driven
on shore in a gale, near ; abritu Point, Gibraltar Bay, wlarch the first, aud

went to pieces : only one man perished.

8. WOLVERKNE sloop, 16 Guns, Captain H. Gordon. Built in 1796.

Surrendered, March 24, while sinking, to two French privateers, one of 36,
the o-her of 20 guns, after an action of three quarters of an hour, on her passage
*rom Newfoundland as convoy.

9. MAGNIFICENT, 74
f uns, Captain \V. H. Jervis. Built in 1766.

Wrecked in the act of getting under weigh, on an unknown shoal of tochs, off

*he Pitrres Noires, or Black Rocks, near Brest, March 25 : crew saved. (See

Page 393 )

10. aPOLLO, 36 Guns, Captain J.
W. T. Dtxon. Built hi 1799. Lost

off the coast of Portugal, near Figueira, with her convoy, April 2. (Sec

page 392.

11. On the id of April, the HINDOSTAN, of 54 Guns, Captain le Gros,

was destroyed by fire in the bay of Rosas. The fire took place in her hold.

All the crew, except five, were saved, t-he sailed from Plymouth Feb. 12.

Sbipt Building.

In the Mercbanti' yards, four Frigates. At Mamilton and Breed's, Hayings
a Sloop and a Brig, of 18 Guns each. At Goodridge's yard, Bermuda, two

Sloops, of 18 Guns each. At Mr. King's yard, Dover, two Sloops. At Sy-

mond'syard, Falmeutb, a Sloop. At Brindley's yard, Lynn, a Brig. At Dud-

man's yard, DiftforJ, two Brigs. At Bermuda, ten Schooners, of 16 Guns

each. (See also our Letter relative to Ships repairing at Chatham, page 400 )

Ships in Commission on the beginning of May : 100 of the Line; 26 Fourth

Rates; 125 Frigates; 256 Sloops, c. Total, 507.

In Ordinary, 134; Building, 66.

Skip Lauiub. At a quarter before three o'clock on Saturday, May the nth,

a new Yacht, built on purpose for his ajesty, was launched from the King's
dock yard at Deptford. She is a very neat but small Ship. In her present

trim she draws about nine feet forward and ten abaft. She is completely copper

bottomed, has above that a streak of yellow and then another of blue, orna-

mented with medallions, representing the four Cardinal Virtues as female

figures, in gilt frames. Over that there is a rich ornament of leaves entwined

together, highly gilt. The figure head is a representation of her Majesty with

the Imperial Crown over her head. This is encompassed by an iron railing, to

prevent any injury. The stern is decorated with the figure of Neptune in his

Car, with his Trident in his hand, the .-ea underneath, and Dolphins playing
ground. Over the cabin windows and under the tafferil are placed the figures

jf Fame and Victory supporting the King's Arms. There are three elegant

poop laotherns, and figures of the Four Quarters of the World over ail The
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accommodation ladder and the different gratings are painted yellow, with very

rich mouldings of carved work highly gilt. Upon the whole, as the sailors terra

it, there is an abundance of gingerbread work. The apartments laid out for

the Royal Family, as might be expected, are njost sumptuous. The wood

work is chiefly mahogany or cedar, with satin curtains, velvet seats, &C. The

whole reflects the highest credit on the taste of Sir J. Heuslow, the designer'

and Mr. 'iippet, the master shipwright. When she was launched, she was

christened in the usual manner, and received the name of The Royal Sovereign;

It is said, that Sir H. B. Neale is to have the command of her, and that she is

to be sent round to Weymouth with all possible expedition, for the purpose of

conveying his Majesty in the aquatic excursions which he usually makes at this,

season of the year. Mr. E. Bate is appointed Purser.

We arc informed, that notwithstanding the impossibility of carrying the

Stone Expedition into effect, the business would still have been persisted in had

it not been for a discovery which was made by accident, viz. that the masonry
in the different stone ships was so badly put together, that it required nothing

more than the most common set of labourers, with the ordinary tools, to take

it all asunder, as quick as the stones could be moved from the hatchways. A
survey of this masonry was taken. in the Downs, and we have little doubt but

that in consequence of it the business was given up. How '

much, then, must

Ministers have been taken in by the projectors of this ridiculous business ?

"We are told, and we have no doubt but from the most indisputable authority,

that when the Stone Ships first came to Dungeness, the people who had the

conducting of the expedition, represented the masonry as a massof such solidity,

and put together by means of iron work, as to render it next to an impossibility

either to take it asunder, or to blast it with gun-powder. How wonderfully

contrary to the truth has this representation- since turned out; and what steps

ought not to be taken against a set of people who have, in this deliberate man.

rer, bamboozled the Country out of such a sum of money, and pLced the persons

who countenanced them in such a ridiculous situation.

A letter from Lisbon by the Britannia, Brown, arrived in the Downs from

the Tagus, states that Bayonne has recently been nearly destroyed by fire. The
flames were not discovered till six o'clock in the morning, when they burst

forth with irresistible violence ; the large stores, filled with brandy, tar, &c.

presented one sheet of fire, ascending inro the air upwards of 300 feet above the

building. The brandy, tar, oil, &c. formed a stream, and running in flame*

into the Adour, presented the singular and terrible spectacle of a river on fire.

The fire continued burning violently for two days, during which many lives, and

property to the value of two millions of francs, were lost.

At Havre de Grace our little squadron has lately been particularly bold.

They are constantly in the practice of sending boats on shore, and supplying

the fleet with vegetables from the gardens of the inhabitants. Some days ago
our peop'e went on shore there, and extinguished the lights at the lighthouse,

it having been kept dim for some time, leaving a threat, that unless they kept

a better light for the future, they would batter the lighthouse down : since

that they have kept up an excellent light. They are so much in fear of our

tars, that they have never once fired on our boats from the fort at Havre.

The Lords of the Admiralty have directed that twenty shillings shall be given

to the respective gangs, throughout the United Kingdom, employed on the

impress service, for every seaman they may procure, which is as a further C4

couragement to them to UK every exertion in that duty.
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Ty the entries at Lloyd'* it appears, that from the first of January to the aoth

of April, 1794, there were taken and carried to France 27 of our coasters, and

two other capMred vessels were retaken; making the total number only 21*

From the jst of January to the zcth of April in the present year, 1804, vve find

the number carried to France amounts to 44, besides 18 which were retaken;

making a total of 6z ;
and a difference between the corresponding periods of the

two wars of no less than 33 vessels.

The dreadfu^ disaster which befel the West India convoy on the coast o?

Portugal, can only be ascribed to the setting of a current to the Eastward,
which carried the convoy into the longitude of Oporto, when by their reckon-

ing (taking that of 9 in 10 of the ships composing it), they were more than ico

miles to the Westward thereof; trusting to which reckoning, a course was
steered by the Apollo (the Commodore), and the majority of the convoy, calcu-

lated to clear Cape St. Vincent; but between one and three, on the morning of

the ad ult. the Afollo, and five or six and twenty of the convoy, went on shore

near Cape Mcmlego. At 1 i o'clock, the Clarendon, of Bristol, reported to the

Caryfort her having seen a6 sail on shore, mostly dismasted, among which
she feared was the Commodore, the last certain sight of whom she had was
about three in the morning, then burning false fires, blue lights, and

firing

guns in the direction the ships at daylight were seen on shore.

Great exertions are now making at Antwerp in building boats of a new
construction for cavalry, according to a model which has been particularly ap-

proved by the First Consul : they, together with all the vessels to he engaged
in the enterprize against this country, and remaining in the dock-yards in Bel-

gium, are to be ready by the middle of May. A frigate, of 44 guns, has lately
been launched at Antwerp, and is immediately to proceed to 1 lushing.

ADMIRALTY OFFICE, MARCH 3!.

Cof>l if a Letterfram Admiral Lord Gardner, Commander in Chiefofkit Majesty's Stiff
and Vcaeli on tie Coast cf Ireland, to IV. Marsden, sg. dated at Cart, the iqth imt,

SIR,
"iH'NCLOSED I have the pleasure of transmitting to you, for the information of^ the Lord? Commissioners of the Admiralty, a letter 1 ha.ve this morning re-

ceived from Capt. Maidand, of his Majesty's Ship Loire, dated the i7th inst.

giving an account of his having captured the Ship Braave, a French privateer of
St. Matoes. I am, &c. GARDNKR.

MY LORO, Loire, at Sea, March 17 1804.
I have the honour of informing you, that last night, after a chn-e o! 7 hours,

his Majesty's thip under my command captured the Lraave of ^t. M..!oes, a Ship
Privateer, carrying s'xteen twelves and sixes, with a complement of no r-.-n

;

she is copprred, appears to sail fast, and had been out of I'Orieiit three weeks,
without having m*de any captures.

R'K'Lt Hon. Lord C,a,dntr, I have the honour to he, &c.

&f. Lr'<. &c. F. MAI I LAND.

ADMIRALTY OFFICE, APR?L lO.

dftyafa Letter from tie Riglt Honourable Lord Keith, K.B. Admiral of tit Blue,
tfc to William Mars/ten, L:g.\ dated on board his Majc$ty'i SLtp Monarch, off"

R&jr.sgait, the
<)th Instant.

SIR,
I herewith transmit, for their Lordrhips' information, a copy of a letter

which I luive this morning received from Rear- Admiral Thornborough. enclosing
ne to him from Captain Hardingc, of his Majesty's sloop the Scorpion, in

/Sato, ttthron. flol..\I, 3 G
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which he reports the successful issue of a most gallant and spirited attack which
was made by Captains Hardinge and Pelly with the boats of the Scorpion and

Beaver, on the Dutch national brig Atalante, at anchor within the Vlie roads,

on the 3 ist of last month.

Although the brilliancy of this service can receive no additional lustre from

any commendation that it U in my power to bestow, I obey the dictates of both

duty and inclination in recommending the distinguished services of Captains

Hardinge and Pelly, and of the Officers and men employed under them on this

occasion, to the consideration of their Lordships, who will not fail to observe

the delicacy with which Captain Hardinge refrains in his narrative from any
niention whatever of himself, nor to recollect that Captain Pelly was promoted
to the rank of a Commander in consequence of his being most severely wounded
in the performance of his duty before Boulogne. I am, &c. KEITH.

MY LORD, Defence, 4/<6 April 1804, KyiJam. East 8 Leagues.
I have the honour to inform your Lordship, that I detached the Scorpion

sloop on the 2jth ult. to cruize off the Vlie paffage, in order to watch the mo-
tions of the enemy in that quarter, having previously received information that

two Dutch national brigs were at anchor in the Vlie road. I have now the

satisfaction of stating to your Lordship, that I was yesterday afternoon joined

by the Scorpion and Beaver sloops, bringing with them the Atulante Dutch
national brig, one of the vessels above alluded to, and the Commodore of a

small squadron placed there, for the protection of that passage and road, which

they carried in the most gallant and spirited manner, although she was fully-

prepared for the contest, having boarding netting triced up, and defended in

the most obstinate manner
;
so determined was the Captain, that he refused quar-

ter when most generously offered him, and fell in the defence of his brig ; she

carries sixteen lonjr twelve-pounders, is the largest and finest vessel of her class

I ever saw, is only three years old, and, in my opinion, will make a most com-

plete sloop of war.

I have the honour of enclosing to your Lordship a copy of Captain Hardinge't
letter to me upon the subject, and must beg leave to remark, that both Captains
Hardinge and Pelly were personally engaged in the cnterprize, which 1 trust

will recommend them to your 1 ordship's protection.
I have the honour to be, &c. EDW. THORNEOROUGH.

Tie Riglt Honourable Lord Kehb, KB.
SIR, His Majesty's Sloop Scorpion, off tie Vlie, $d April, 1804.

Having reconnoitred the position of the two men of war brigs in the Vlie, I

resolved to attempt the outermost on the first favourable opportunity.
When accidentally falling in with his Majesty's sloop Beaver in her way to

her station, on the 3ist ult. Captain 'Pelly very handsomely volunteered the
assistance of himself and his boats.

The attack was made the same night; the intrepidity of Britis-h seamen over-

came every obstacle, 'she being in all respects prepared with boarding-netting,
&c.J and after a short contest we were in full possession of her. She proves to be
the Dutch national brig Atalante, Captain Carp, mounting sixteen long twelve-

pounders, and had on board seventy-six men.
She is one of the largest brigs in the Dutch navy, is a remarkable fine vessel,

and in my opinion admirably calculated for his Majesty's service.

I am happy to add, it has not been attended with the loss of one man on our

part, and only five wounded. 1 beg leave to say how much J am indebted to the

Zealand gallantry of Captain Pelly, Lieutenants Bluett, White, and Shields, with
Messrs. Williams and Fair, Masters, and the rest of tiit petty Officers and men, for

their cool, steady, and determined conduct throughout the whole, as from a shift

of wind we wert unabie to bring her out for three days. 1 herewith return list*

of the killed and wounded. I have the honour to be, &c.

Rear-Admiral TbornLorougb, &e. &c &c. C. N. HARDINGE.
Li'.t of killed and ivounded.

Scirpion. Mr: Bluett, I.ieut. ;
Mr. Williams, Master; Mr. Jones, Midship-

man; J. Wilkinson (badly), and R. Tucker, seamen, wounded.
Bta-oer None killed or wounded.

AtaiantiCn^t. Carp and three seamen killed. First Lieut, three Officers.

and eight seamen wounded.
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ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, APRIL IO.

Copy ofa Letterfrom Rear- Admiral TLornbortu^ti, to William Marsden, JZsj. dated on

board bit Majesty i Sbip Defence, efftbe Texel, the Jtli Instant.

SIR,
You. will be pleased to acquaint their Lordships, that I detained, and have

since liberated, the Purser, Pilot, and the Captain's Servant, of the Dutch
national brig Atalante. captured by the Scorpion and Reaver sloops; and that I

charged the latter with the effects of his master, to be delivered to Admiral
Killkcrt, for the benefit of his relations. I availed myself of the opportunity of

writing to the Admiral, a copy of which letter I herewith inclose for their Lord-

ship;>' perusal, and which I trust will meet their approbation.
1 am, &c.

EDW. THORNBOROUGH.

SIR, His Majesty
1
! Ship Defence, oftie Texel, Afrit 4, 1804.

The chance of war having put into our possession the Atalaute, Dutch
rational brig, and being desirous of paying every, attention to the memory of

Captain Catp, her Commander, who gallantly fell at his post, in the defence of
the ship entrusted to his care, 1 have sent his ;ervant to you with his effects, in

order that the y may be delivered to his relatives.

The English not considering persons servirg <MI board ships of war in civil

capacities as liable to be made prisoners, I have liberated and sent on shore the

Purser and Pilot that were taken on board the Atalante, and have charged the

former with the delivery of this letter to you. I feel great concern at having
been under the necessity of sending the -

c
urgeon and wounded men belonging to

the brig to Fngland : the dictates of humanity wruld have induced me to send
them to the Helder, could I have been assured that my flag of truce would have
been respected, and the Officers permitted to return, which has ever been the

custom with civilized powers at war, until the last summer, when an l-.nglish

Officer, going to Helvoet under a flag of truce, was detained and sent prisoner
into France. Enclosed I have sent an inventory of Captain Carp's effects.

1 have the honour to be, &c
fcDW. THORNBOROUGH, Rear-Admiral of

the Blue, and Commander of his Britannic

Majesty's Cruizers off the Texel.

Rear-Admiral Killkcrt, Commander oftie Bata-viin

SJjii in the Texel,

FOREIGN REPORTS.

EAST INDIES.

Admiral Sir E. PRLLEW, Commander, fiee Admiral RAINIER, May I.

TOY letters from the Cape, we learn that Rear-Admiral Dicker, commanding
two sail of the line, having been informed at the Alauritius of the resump-

tion of hostilities, had joined Rear-Admiral Linois.

Admiral I.inois was stated, on the departure of these advices, to be cruising
in the Chinese seas, where he had captured three British ships, the names cot
ascertained.

The island of St. Helena is. we are informed, much distressed by the rton-
arrival of the Company's ship Britannia, with stores, of which they were in
much want. The Hand has a!o been harrased by two Trench privateers,
which have been cruising in that latitude.
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Ey the last accounts from Bencoolen we are informed, that the Company's

fhips Warren Hastings, Ganges, Coutts, Dorsetshire, Ahergavenny, Hope,
and Alfred, passed the Straits of Sunda on the iqth of September last, with the

crews in excellent health, on their voyage to China.

The dispatches which the Batavian Government have received from Captain

Janssens at the Cape, dated fanuary 17, state, that the Batavi.m squadron,
ander Admiral Hart^ink, consisting of two 68 gun ships, one frigate of 36

guns, and one hrig of 24 guns, containing together
1

1284 men, had arrived

there safe, and in the best condition; and after taking on board one bat-

talion from the Cape, as a reinforcement, they proceeded on their voyage to

Batavia.

The following ships were at Bombay on the 7th of November ; Trident,

Captain Surridge ; Tremendous, Captain Osborne; Centurion, Captain Rai-

nier; Lancaster, Captain Fothergill; and Albatross, Captain Lord George
Stuart. Admiral Rainier landed at Bombay on the loth of November. The
St. Fiorenzo, Captain Bingham, arrived on the I3fh of November. The Fox

frigate quitted Madras in Company with the St. Firrenzo : On their pauage
they touched at -y Chelles, where they found the French Corvette la Fleche

fitting out. The Frenchmen immediately abandoned her on the appearance of

his Majesty's vessels, when Captain Bingham took possession, and buint her.

La Flrche was the same vessel which the Victor sloop, Captain Collier,

during the last war, engaged off the Isle of *
'uhe, and after several broadsides

sunk. The French, however, weighed her up, but only to experience a more

mortifying and decided fate.

On the 6th of November last the Rahemshaw a country ship, Captain
Megson, arrived ar Bombay from Muscat, where she had been blocked up by
the Atalante French frigate, of 38 guns, one of Admiral l.inois" squadron,
\vhich left Pondicherry on the 14th of July, in the expectation of receiving

dispatches overland from France; and, with an intrnt of establishing a !<V-i-

dent at Muscat, who landed from the frigate immediately on her arrival. The
French Agent rot being permitted to hoist the i nnch flag, returned on board,
nor was the French ( aptain permitted an audience of the Iniaum. The frigate

having got her water, sailed on the iS'h of October, but was daily seen at ome
distance off the port, with an intention of capturing the Rahemshaw, if she at-

tempted to proceed on her voyage. Captain .\leg-rn remained until the frigate

disappeared. The Captain of the Frigate had applied to take the RahrmshffW
from her anchorage off Muscat, but this was positively refused. The Atalante

brought presents also,for the Sultan, which were immediately returned. 1-rom

inquiries made of the Frenchmen in the Imaum's s-rvice, respecting the trade,

it was supposed that the Atalante was to make Piu Head, and proceed alonjj
the coast to Bombay, in expectation of making many captures. The- King of

Johanna, his family and suite, arrived in the Rahcmshaw, and landed under a

loyal salute.

WEST INDIES.

The failure of the expedition apainrt Curacoa Is confirmed by a variety of

letters from Jamaica. The island, however, is kept in a state of blockade.

The following is an extract from one of these letters, dated the nth of March*
Our Admiral has lately fitted ouc an expedition against Curacoa, \\hich ha*

failed, after landing Sec marines and sailors, and having possession of all the

Maud but Fort Rej>ub!:csiin. The men went unprovided with mortars, shell?,

or artillery men, who alone can reduce tt,i(- fort, as it is impossible to take it by
storm. All the men have been withdrawn, and are returned hcie ; but the

inland is still in a state of blockade by the Blanche frigate aiul two Government
schooners.

A letter from Liverpool, dated the 7th of May, says The Experiment,
from Demarara, arrived at this port on Wednesday : she aaikd from i)cin:uaia
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on the I'jtli of March, and arrived at Barbadoes on the 20th ; spoke his Ma-
jesty's ship Hippomencs, with a recaptured brig of the convoy, bound to Tor-
tola and St. Thomas's, in tow. Sir Charles Green and Commodore Hood
were there fitting out an expedition, supposed against Surinam. The Experi-
ment sailed from thence on the 2211 - and on the 25111, to the windward ut Do-
minica, spoke the brig Drake, Captain King, who informed him, that two

Tobago ships had been captured by the Grand Decide French privateer, and
carried into Guadaloupe ; and that another prize had got into that port, which

having perceived, he sent his boat to cut her out, which they were in the act

of doing, when a train of powder blew the after part of the ship up, by which
accident some of the Drake's people lost their lives.

MEDITERRANEAN.

1. Admiral Lord Viscount NtHON.
2. Admiral Sir R. BICKERTON.

The King of Denmark has ordered a man of war to Algiers, and several

pieces of heavy ordnance, from the fortress of Cronenburgh, as a present to

the Uey.

On the i6th of February, Commodore Priple, commanding the United
States frigate, made an attack, in the middle of the night, with his boats, on,

the late American frigate the Philadelphia, lying in the harbour of Tripoli,

fully manned, and ready for sea. They completely carried the frigate in a few

minutts, killed about forty of the crew, and driving the rest overboard, or into

their boat* , after which they set her on fire, and completely destroyed her,

having only one man wounded in the gallant action.

It is confirmed that the Swifr cutter, of 8 guns and 22 men, with dispatches
for Lord Nelson, has been captured by I'Esperance French privateer, of S gunt
and 56 men. The fact is thus stated in a letter from Barcelona :

The Swift was steering off Palamas. on her way to the fleet, when a strang*
sail apeared in sight, and continued her course towards her. As she drew near,
it was observed, that the strange vessel was latlne rigged, and had only three

or four persons upon deck : from this circumstance, and the build of the ship,
it was not doubted by the Captain, or any on board, that she was a Spanish
coaster; no further notice, therefore, was taken of her, until she edged close

up to the Swift, and laid herself along-side of her, when upwards of fifty .hand?,
\vlio till that time had kept below, rushed upon deck, and boarded the cutter:

the greatest part of her crew being then bttew, she could make no effectual

resistance, and accordingly surrendered. In the meantime, however, Captain
Leake, who was a promising young man, ran below, for the purpose of throw-

ing his dispatches overboard, which being observed by the trench party, they
followed him, and cut him to pieces with their sabres, before he could accom-

plish his purpose. The first Frenchman who boarded the Swifr, was killed bj
nn English sailor, who with other-, were obliged to give way, finding no assis-

tance at hand, and the superior number ci the enemy.
F.lfi Bey has arrived isi Egypt, in the Argo frigate, after a paflage of thirty-

four days, and after the murder of Ali Pacha had been committed.

According to letters from Corfu of the 3iet of JvTarch, four Russian ships have
arrived there, and a frigsre. with 1200 grenadiers, under the commando! Colo-
nel Pepadopole According to accounts received here, Admiral Nelson is now
stationed with his fleet off the Sardinian Island Magdalena.
Two Fnglish privateers have been lost near Viaregglo, in the territory of the

Republic of Lucca : the aews h-vc been nude prisoners of war.

After mary negociarions with the Turkish Ministry, the Russian frigate
which escorted the Ru>.-.iar, uvnspi.rrs, \viih g'-O troops, bound lor Corfu, and
which Wig s^id to have rttuin-d to the Biack Sua, has at Itngih been permitted

he Darcauelkb a;.d proceed to the Mediterranean.
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NARROW SEAS.

Admiral Honourable WILLIAM CORNWALLIS.

Falmoutb, APRIL 28. Arrived this day the Prince of Wales packet, Captain
Todd, with the mail from Lisbon, after a passage of five days. She left lying
in the river Tagus, the Diana and Auckland packets; also the Orpheus, of 32
guns, which was expected to sail for England on the 28th inst. with the fleet

under convoy for England. The Diana packet was expected to sail from Lis-
bon with the mails on the agth inst. The Prince of Wales hrings no further

intelligence relative to the ships for the West Indies, lately lost under convoy
of the Apollo.

MAY i. Arrived his Majesty's ship Plover, Captain Hancock, to give
instructions to the vcffels bound to the West Indies and Newfoundland- Sailed
his Majesty's ship la '1 opaze, of 38 guns, Captain Lake, on a cruize.

2. Sailed this day the Townshend packet. Dodd, with mails of the lyth ard
2t4h ult. and the Lady Arabella packet, Porteus, with mails of the i8th ult.

for the Leeward Islands, the former for Lisbon. Also his Majesty's ship
Plover, of 1 8 guns, with the outward-bound Newfoundland fleet under con-

Yoy.

7- Arrived his Majesty's ship Hazard, of 18 guns, from a cruise; and
several vessels to wait convoy. Sailed the Walsingham packet, Roberts, with
the mail of the ist inst. for Lisbon; and Fliza packet, Paterson, with mail of
the ad inst. for Jamaica and Barbadoes. Wind N. Advice was yesterday re.

ceived at the Admiralty, that three French gun-boats, full of troops, which had
come out for the supposed purpose of manoeuvring, were by some mismanage-
ment drawn into an eddy off the Isle of Alderney, and went down with every
soul on board. The number of persons who have thus perished is computed a;

450, each boat being supposed to contain 150 men.

PLYMOUTH.

April 10. A fleet of 20 sail lay to, off the Edystone, for several hours, but the

wind springing up brisk at E.S.E. they made sail about three P.M. ; who
they were, except the ^freights' convoy, is not known, as they kept so large an

offing the trawl boats could not speak with them.

12. The Prince, of 98 guns. Captain Grindall, came in this morning from
the fleet off Brest, to refit and victual, she having been out 16 weeks; she left

them all well a few days ago. About a fortnight since, loo picked volunteers

of the different ships off Brest, were to have gone, at the setting of the moon,
in ten boats, Well armed, to endeavour to cut out a French corvette, of 16 guns,
and three store-ships, under cover of some batteries ;

but it coming on to blow

hard, the expedition was given up. It is supposed the enemy were apprised of

our intention to surprise, as on reconnoitring them a day or two after, the

coast appeared lined with troops, prepared for a determined resistance, and the

corvette full of troops.

15. Yesterday evening, per signal from the Tower of Maker, the CoWus,
of 74 guns. Captain Seymour, and Majestic, of 74 gnns, Captain Lord A. Beau-

clerk, having taken on board 20 bullocks each, and vegetables for the fleet of

Brest, warped out to the sailing moorings, in the bite of Cawsand bay, and
this mort.ing sailed to join the fleet though the wind was scant at N N.W.

16. Arrived the Hind, of 14 guns, Captain Allan, from the fleet off Brest,

with dispatches; she left them all well on Thursday last, in two divisions, th

outer and the in-shorc squadron consisting of 16 sail of the line.

17. Arrived from the Channel fleet off Brest (where she carried Rear-

Admiral Sir T. Graves, K.B. to hoist his flag in the in-s-hure squadron), the

Aurora, of 36 guns, C; ptain Malbon ; she left the fleet all well en Saturday
last, cruizing in three divisions. The enemy were as usual, not having made
the least movement. The Aurora spoke the Colossus, of 74 guns, Captain

Seymour ; and the Majestic, Captain Lord A. Eeauclerk. on their paOage to

join the fiect. ^
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19. Sailed to join the fleet off Brest, the Dreadnought, of 98 guns; also, the

Ardent, of 64 guns, Captain Wooley, with a fleet under convoy from the

Downs. Came in the Ranger cutter, of 14 guns, from Scilly, also the Endy-
mion, of 44 guns ; and the Doris, of 36 guns, from a cruize.

25. The ship which came from the fleet into Cawsand bay last night, was
the Conqueror, of 74 guns, Captain Louis; also two three-deck ships, said to be

the Princess Royal, of 98 guns, Rear-Admiral Vashon, and Prince George, of

98 guns, Rear-Admiral Yorke, from St. Helen's to join the fleet, but it blows
so squally cannot learn. Letters received here by the Conqueror, from an
Officer belonging to the in-shore squadron off Brest, dated the zzd inst. in sight
of the French fleet, state, that Rear- Admiral Sir T. Graves, K.B. on his arrival

in the Aurora, of 36 guns, Captain Malbos, shifted his flag from her, and
re-hoisted it at the mizen of the Venerable, of 74 guns, Captain Reynolds, and
took, as before stated, the command of the in-shore squadron, which consists of

the above ship, and of the following men of war : Impetueux, of 84 guns,
Captain T. B. Martin ; Montague, of 74 guns, Captain Otway ; Colossus, of

74 guns, Captain \V. Seymour ; Indefatigable, of 44 guns, Captain C. Moore;
Acasta, of 36 guns, Captain Wood; 1'Aigle, of 44 guns, Captain Wolfe; with
three stout cutters: the whole keep close in with the last N.E. winds: the fri-

gates and small craft have stood in within the range of shells and shot from the
batteries every day. Last Friday they distinctly counted in the outer road,
seventeen sail of the line, of which two are of three decks, four frigates, two
ship corvettes, and two gun-brigs. The fleet altogether is so judiciously sta-

tioned, it is almost next to an impossibility for the enemy to escape. Brest, (these
letters add,) was never more closely blockaded than at this moment. Ac-
counts are just received from the Flag Staff battery of the Citadel, that a man
of war's boat, in attempting to cross the fatal bridge, between i>t. Nicholas's

Inland and Pudding Point, by a squall of wind, under full sail, upset, and
threw the whole crew into the sea, then runing very high. No accounts have
been received whether any people are saved, or to what ship she belonged.

26. I .etters from the squadron off the Black Rocks state, that the Magnifi-
cent, of 74 guns, lately wrecked on a sunken rock, is gone to pieces, and the

whole coast round there is covered with the floating remains of the pieces of
her hull, masts, yards, and rigging.

30. It has been so foggy these two days past, that the Sound and Cawsand
bay have been quite obscured.

This morning warped out of Cawsand bay, and sailed, a line of battle ship,

supposed to be the (ioliath, of 74 gun-:, to join the fleet. The Prince, of 9$
guns, is to take out the Captains to relieve those made Rear-Admirals on the
station off Brest. Rear-Admiral Cochranc will succeed to the command of the

squadron off Ferrol.

May 3. The Courageux has sailed with the East India convoy, which

appeared off this port in the morning. Rear Admiral Louis is to have the
command of the squadron in the North Seas, and it is said, will take with him
his old ship the Conqueror, of 74 guns, in Cawsand bay.

7. Arrived the Windsor Castle, of 98 gnns, from the fleet off Brest, to refit

and victual, which she left all well on the jth inst. Came in also, with dis-

patches from the fleet off Brest, to Admiral Sir J. Colpoys, Bart, Port-Admiral,
which were sent off to the Admiralty. Also, the Fox schooner, Lieutenant
Nicholson : great credit was due to this Officer, his ship's company, and Lieu-
tenant Lapomierre, of the Pickle, and his ship's company, in so early preserving
the crew of the Magnificent, of 74 guns, Captain Jervis, when she was wrecked
on the Black Rocks, by the timely assistance they rendered in their boat*,

being so soon alongside her after she struck. Last night, dispatches, said to be
of importance, with sealed orders, were received by the Port- Admiral from the

Admiralty, express by a messenger. They were immediately put on board Mr.
T. Lockyer's hired armed schooner, Colpoys, of 14 guns, which sailed directly
to the Westward ; destination is unknown, supposed for the Streightt.
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8. Sailed to join the fleet from Cawsand bay, with 40 bullocks aivl veyeta-
fcles for the Officers and seamen, the I'rince George, of 98 gum, and Princess

Royal, of 98 guos; also, Dr. B ird, physician to the fleet, and inspector cf the

Foyal Navy hospital, to surrey the state of health of the different men of war
off Brest.

Sailed on a cruise to the westward, the Hazard, of 18 guns, Captain Neve-
Came in from the Eastward, a most beautiful new tloop of war, called the Nau-
tilus, of 18 guns, Captain Adlam, just launched.

9. Came in the Nimrod, of 14 guns, I.ieut. Jump, from a cruise. Sailed on
a cruise the Ranger cutter. Caaie in a French schooner cartel from Moriaiz :

he brings nothing new.

10. Came in from a cruize off the coast of Ireland to refit, the Loire, cf 48
guns. Captain Maitland ; also from the fleet off Brest, with dispatches for the

Admiralty, the Naiad, of 38 guns, Captain Waliis. Came in the Fly, of 18

guns, and sailed directly on a cruize.

Came in from Exmouth, the guard and block ship, for the protection of that
liver and coast; the Tisiphonc, of 18 guns, Captain Foote, for a supply of
tores. Also the Rose tender, Lieutenant Mercier ; and Londonderry tender,
Lieutenant Feathei stone, with 350 volunteer;, and impressed men from Liver--

pool : they ran up the harbour to discharge them on board the Resoluc, to be
examined and new slopped.

The Swallow privateer brig of Plymouth, Captain Hosier, mounting 18 guns,
lately fell in with a French privateer of 23 guns, which, after a smart action.

the Swallow boarded and got possession of; when about ifco of the enemy, who
were concealed in the hold of the privateer, sprang upon deck, an-J, after a

evere contest, succeeded in regaining possession, and compelling the Eni:sh
to abandon her. Captain Hosier, we understand, is wounded in the head aud

tody ; and many of the crew were wounded mortally.

PORTSMOUTH.

I. Admiral G. MONTAGUE.
a. Rear-Admiral

April 6. Arrived the Tribune, of 44 guns, Captain Bennett, from a cruize off

Cherbourg. Sailed the Minerva cutter, Lieutenant Talbot, with a convoy for

Guernsey. Came into harbour this afternoon, the Diana frigate, Captain
Maling.

A machine for making blocks has been established at Portsmouth. It is

worked by steam, and is competent to supply th-; whole Navy with blocks at 30

per cent, under the former prices. The mechanic is a Ireuciimuu, and the

whole work has not cost 500. 1.

8. Last night arrived his Majesty's ship Monmoutb, of 64 guns, Captain
Hart, from Gibraltar, which place she left the 8th of March : on her passage
home she touched at Lisbon. By her we learn that the report of Lord Nelsou

having had an engagement with the French fleet is totally void of foundation,

as they have not attempted to come out of Toulon.

ID- His Majesty's ship Tribune, of 40 guns, Captain Bennett, is appointed
to convoy several transports to Guernsey and Jersey, and will sail to-morrow

morning. The Cnjeen, of 98 guns, Captain Jones, this morning wenc out of

the harbour to .^'pnhead. bailed the Crescent frigate and Hawkc cutter.

Arrived the Magicienne frigate, and remain, with the Stately, Admiral Russcl;
the Antelope, Sir S. Smith, Hero and Constant.

13. This afternoon sailed the Busy sloop of war, Captain Clinch, for the

Vesc Indies. Arrived the Meteor, Captain Master, and Prospero bombs, Cap-
lain Humphries fn>m the eastward. Sailed the Tribune, of 44 guns, Captain
Bennett, on a cruize off Cherbourg. The X'onmouth, Captain riart, is dropped
clown lo St. Helen's, to he as guard ship with the Megar*. Captain Duff.



HOME REPORTS. 417

T4 The Royal Charlotte and True Briton Fait Indiamen, are arrived

from the l)ow;;s, and remain with the rest of the ships uc the Muthcrbank, ior

a c i:voy.

16 '1'his morning sailed, his Majesty's ship Plover, cf 18 gems, for Ply-
mouth.

17- This morning arrived at .
c
t. Helen's the Speedwell cutter from a

cruiz:. The SJSK;. r schooner, Lieutenant Thomihvon, is appointed to convoy
the vessels from hence to the Downs. ity' ship Qffeen, of g& gutts,

C.ipt:iin [o.'iu'S, is ordered down :o 5.-. IL-i.-i/s, as a gu-ird -h ;

p, in the roo::i of

the M<;imi<nit'i. of 04 guns, Captain Hart, Lucly rctur-icd from the Mediter-

ranean, and which ship i-, going into clock to be pji i off. Arrived the Plover,

loop of war. Captain Hancock, with the men from Plymouth for the Revo'u-

tionaire, Captain Hotham. hhe sailed again yes:erday morning. -Bailed the

Hydra frigate, Captain Munday, to join the squadron off Cherbourg ;
and the

JVinerva cutter, 1 icutenant Tal'-.ot, on a cruize.

19 Arrived the Ranger cutter from a cruize. S'jiled the Falcon revenue
cuttv-r with a convoy for Guernsey ;

ard the Spidei brig of Avar, with the Boyne
transport, under convoy to the eastward.

1J. Last Evening, after po?t, arrived the Nemesis frigate. T^is day arrived

the Bengal and Earl St. Vincent, outward-bound East India ships, from the

Dawns.

26. A Lieutenant of the Navy landed this morning from a brig, which nr-

rived from the roast of Africa, with dispatches from Captain Dicks->n, of the

Inconstant, relating to the re capture of th; i-Lnd of Goree, by the troops
which were; sent to reinforce the island, assisted !>y the crew of the inconstant,
w il.out the loss of a man. The Officer wm to London with the dispatches.
The hc:i-ev\ard bound East Indiamen will sail this evening for the river.

29. This morning sailed his Majesty's ship Ranger, Captain Carte, on a

cruize off Havre dc Grace.

May 4. This morning arrived the Merlin, of 18 guns, Captain Brenton,
and Speedwell bri:;, Lieutenant Robertson, from a cruize. Last night sailed

the Conquest, with a convoy for Guernsey and Jets-ey. Admiral Coffin, who
is appointed one of the Port Admirals here, arrived this morning, and hoisted

hi* flag.

6. Arrived his Majesty's ship Mercury, off the Jersey station, and the Ajax

transport, f^>r V.'eymouth. \Vind S.W.

Of the fourteen Indidmcn which are to sail from hence, the Wahhamstow
and the Lord St. Vincent are to touch at the island of Ceylon, on the voyage
to Bombay. AH 'he Inciiair.ui are remarkably full of passengers, the i

alone has 42 in the cabin.

7. Siiled the /nrrelia, of 44 guns, Captain Proby. with a convoy for the

West Indies; and the Eurydice, of 24 guns, Captain Nicholas, with a convoy
for rlai;f*x and Quebec. Arrived the Cour.igeux, of 74 guns, Captain Boyles,
from Plymouth. Came in the Mercury floating battery, Honourable Captain
Bouvrie, from Guernsey, to refit. I\'r. J. Vorjrsn, Boatswain of the Isis, haa

been dismissed the seivice as an Officer, and sentenced to rve as a seam;m, by
the detennination of a Court Martial held on bo;.rd the Gladiator, en Wednes-

day last, lU-ar-Admiral HoUoway,- President.

8. Sailed last night at ten o'clock, the Conrageux, of 74 guns, Captain C.

P.oyle, wrth 14 sail of East Indiamen, and extra ships, under convoy for the

'ndies. Went put of harbour the Earl ft. Vincent cutter, Lieutenant

bhepheard. She is r.pj ointed convoy to the West Indies.

9. Arrived trc Ai- indianian, and several other ou'ward-bonnd
v-s*e!s from the Dwns. Sailed'the Decade frig.ite for Guernisyj Pluto sioop
or w..r, and tspetd\vcll brig of war, co a crime off Cbob

. Cjjran. GJolJil. 3 H
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10. Arrived the Lapwing frigate from convoying the outwani-bcnind
India fleet to a certain distance.

NORTH SEA.

* . Admiral LerdlfLsnn.

2. Admiral P. PATTON, Bmvns.

3. Rear-Ait'-niral'f. M. RUSSEL, Tjrmoutb.

4. Hear-AJmira! E. TUORNBOROUGH.

Zkj/, X"^rr/ 8. Sailed the Prospers and Meteor bombs, with Hannah and
Mentor transports, and several other outward-bound ships. Sailed to join the

squadron, the Champion frigate off Boulogne, Larh sloop of war, and Fury
bomb, on a cruise off Boulogne. Arrived the Squirrel frigate from a cruise.

Sailed to join the British squadron off Boulogne, the Curlew sloop of war ;

Zephyr brig ; Locust, Jatkall, and Aggressor gun-brigs.

n. Sailed to Sheerness his Majesty'* ship Braakd, Captain George Clarke*,

with the Aggrrfbr gnn-biig. Arrived his Mniesty's ship Illustrious, with Jackall
and Basilisk guri-brigs, from a cruise off Boulogne.

21. Arrived the Jamaica frigate, Captain Rose; Archer gun-brig, Lieut.

Price; Minx, ditto, Lieutenant Maddison; and Mariner, ditto, Lieutenant

Jjapsley, from off Boulogne.

25. His Majesty's ships Fquirrel, Dart, Orestes, Archer, Aggressor, and

Mariner, sailed this morning, on a cruise off Boulogne.

46. Wind S. \V. blows hard. This day Vice-Admiral Patten shifted his Rag
from blue to red on the fore, on board his Majesty's ship Utrecht. The Jamaica
frigate, Captain Rose, and Dart sloop of war, Captain Brownrigg. which
sailed yesterday on a cruise off Boulogne, are by the strong westerly winds put
back.

30. Sailed the Harpy brig, Captain Heywood, to Sheerness; also the Re-

jfiiltis and Dart sloops, with several other ships of war, on their cruising stations

off the French coast.

May i. Sailed the Jamaica frigate, Captain Rose; the Ores'es sloop of war,
Captain Brown; a*id Fnry and Tartaius bombs, on a cruise off the French
coast.

3. Sailed on a cruise off Boulogne, his Majesty's ship Veferan, with the

Champion and Squirrel frigates; also, his Majesty's store-ship Prevoyante, ta

Portsmouth.

6. Sailed on a cruise off Boulogne, his Majesty's snip Trusty, Capt. Argles.
.Came down from Sheerness the Scourge sloop of war, Captain Wolridge.
Arrived from a cruise off Boulogne the Dart sloop of war.

7. Little wind at E.S.E. Foggy. Sailed the Dart sloop of war, Capt. Brown-
rigg, on a cruise off Boulogne.

9. Sailed this morning the Sulphur bomb, with the Betsey, Pally, and Mar.
tha store-ships, for the river. Arrived from a cruise off Boulogne, his Ma-
jesty's ship Regulus, with the Squirrel frigate and King's 1-isher from t^heer-

ness. The Speedy sloop arrived yesterday morning from off Boulogne. Sailed
on a cruise off Boulogne the Immortalite frigate and Scourge sloop to Margate
Roads.

Dover, May 4. News arrived here last night from the signal house, that a

great number of the enemy's flotilla were our, and they were seen early this

morning at anchor about two miles from the French shore, smce which time it

has bc'en too thick to see them. A distant cannonade has been heard at
times ; most part of the day it has been very squally, attended with some heavy
thunder.
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5. A very heavy firing has been heard at times in the direction of Boulogne
part of yei-teiJay, and at times all this day : we are without any account of the

result. Several French privateers have been on our coast in the thick weather,
aud have made several captures.

I'armutb, April 50. Yesterday afternoon sailed the Raisonable, of 64 gur%
on a cruise off the P'Utch coast, and the .Alert and Hunter cutters. '1 his day
ssik-d the Inspector sloop on a cruise. Arrived from a cruise, the I-'avoimtc

cutter, -and the Swift f:om ! Isir.eiT, with 50,000! on board : the Swift parted
with her convoy, about twelve in number, to the northward, in a gak of

wind.

May T. This morning arrived from a cruise off the Tcxel, the Ruby, of 64
guns, Captain Rowit y ;

she left the fleet under Admiral Thornborough all

\vell yesterday afternoon. Arrived the Venus lugger frnm a cruise. S^iltd

the l-avourite cutter on a cruise; and the Swift cutter to Harwich, with seven
tons of money.

JSxtract of a Letter from on board the Princess of Orange, off the

TEX EL, May 6.

Our squadron is constantly OB the alert, anchoring whenever the weather
will permit in sight 'of the Dutch fleet. We understand that there are 7:,ceo
French troops at 'he Helder, and that their cavalry and fodder is shipped j

tl.eir men of war and transports are obviously ready for sea.

The Dutch have in the Mars Diepe, five line of battle ships, besides frigate?,

loops, and transports ; and another ship of the line is now on her passage from
Amsterdam to join them, completely m.inned, ar.d is to take in her gun* and

provisions when she gets into the A)ars Diepe. Ojr squadron comprises six

siii of the line, two frigates, with cutters and luggers. We hourly expect
them out, and our seamen are literally calculating their respective shares of
head and prize money.

For four days past it has been so heavy a fog, that we have not been able to

discern any of the squadron; but it is now clearing up.

"Jersey, May 9. A considerable degree of alarm was experienced here yester-

day afternoon. The s'gnal being made from the Prince's Tower, for a fleet

of enemy's ships standi::<r into Boully Bay, ordtrs were instantly dispatched by
the General to r..e tower for a confirmation of ihis. It was found, -that in the

hurry the man who hoisted the signal made the one for the enemy going into

5oul!y Bay : so far was a mi.>take; but a fleet of French vessels of war was

clearly distinguished. This day a heavy log hung on the sea ; at times it cleared

up. and then a^ain wrapt ev^ry thing in mist, tight sail, however, of large
Trench gun-brigs could very plainly be seen off Grouville Bay, sailing appa-
rtntly in the dirrction of Boulogne; there were a number of vessels discernible

alfo, closed in with the French ,-hore, to the northward of Cutancec. Proba-

bly this is the fleet that the" Mercury frigate, honourable Captain Bouverie,
endeavoured to destroy, but could not succeed. It is unlucky that the Mercuiy
was, in consequence of the attack, in which she lost one or two seidcn and
the purser, obliged to go to England for tome repairs.

IPromotions anu appointments.

WHITEHALL, MAY 15, 1804.

THE King has been pleased to constitute and appoint the Right Honourable

Henry Viscount Melville ; Sir Philip Stephens, Bart.; James Gambitr, J-sq
of the Red Squadron of feu Majesty'* rleet; Sir hUny Nealc,
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Part.; Sir John Colpoys, Knight of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath,
and Admiral of the Blue Squadron of his Majesty's Fleet; Philip Patten, Esq.
Vice Ac'.miral of the Red ;-quadron of his i\iajcsty's Fleet ; and William Dick-

inson, junr. Esq. to be his Majesty's Commissioners for executing the Office of

High Admiral of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and the

iJcminions, Islands, and Territories thereunto belonging.

The King has been pleased to appoint G. Martin, E?q. : Sir R Strachan,
Bart. ;

and Sir VV. Sidney Smith, K'.t. to be Coioneis of hi* Muj-sty's Marine

Forces, in the room of Sir Edward Ptllew, Part. William Dinirit, E^q and

Sir T. Trovvbridge, Bart appointed Flag Officers of his
x

aj. sty's Flei.-t ;
I ear-

Admirals Coffin to be sd in command at Portsmouth; V.-. l:on, to l.eith; J.

Sutton, to Plymouth ; Hon. A. Cochrane, to the Channel Fket ;
and 'I. Louis,

at Dungeness.. under Lord Keith. Captain G. Martin, to the Glor> ; M. I ixon,

to the Queen ; Sawyer, to the Princess Royal ; Gould, to the Windsor C.i>tie ;

R. C. Reynolds, to the Dreadnought ; Sir T. Williams, to tht Neptune ; Sir F.

Lafurey, to the Spartiate ; Duff, to the Mars; |. N. Morn's, to the Colossus;
I. Pcllew, to the Conqueror ; Bnbason, to the Dorset yacht; Captain Western^
to the .

c ea Fencrbles at Dover ;
W. Luke, to the Fcncibles at I almouth ; I ock,

to the Feccibles at Berwick; Captain Towry, to the Dorset yacht; Captain
Foote, to the Princess Augusta. The Honourable Captain <_>rcy succeeds

Commissioner Coffin, at Shecrness. Rear-Admiral Pomett, to retain bis com-
mand in the Channel Fleet. Captain Seark', of the Fencibles, is appointed to

the Perea Bomb. Captain Kickettt Jervis, to ti;e Tonnant, 4 Guns, vice

Admiral ^ir F. Pel!cw. Captain George Grey to be Commissioner at Chatham,
vice Admiral Coffin.

Rear-Admiral Sir E. Pellew is appointed to the command in the East Indies;

Captain R. O'Brien, of the fly, to the rank of Post Captain, and command of

the Clarinde, at Jamaica; Captain T. G. Shortland, fro temfare, to the Britan-

nia; Captain W. H. Kittoe, to the Pluto, vice Forbes; W. V. Johnson, J-sq.

to be Secretary to Admiral Coffin
; Captain Pyn. pro temporf ,

to the Mars;
Rear-Admiral G. Murray, to retain his command in the Mediterranean fleet ;

Lieutenant Carpenter, to the jVlilbrook schooner ; Lieutenant Mitchell, to rhe

Haughty; Lieutenant King,
to the Blazer, gun-brigs: Mr. Collins, Purser of

the Pheasant, to the Creole ; Mr. Thompson, Master of the fci;dymion ; Capt.
\i . Losack, to the Helena sloop, recently launched at Yarmouth.

Mr. T. Wilson^ of the Navy Pay Office, is appointed Private Secretary to

Lord Melville.

The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have been plea'.d to appoint J.
A- Hardacrc, Esq. of the Koyai Navy, to the >^ea i-entiblcs at 'i armouij).

Lieutenatft Pickford, who so gallantly recaptured Goree, has been promoted
to the tank of Commander.

Captain Humphries, of the Prospero bomb, and Captain Tower, of the Lark,
to be I ost Captains. 1 he hon. Captain F. Gardner, to the Princess Charlotte ;

Captain I. Wolley, to the Gclykheid; Captain W. Bligb, to the Warrior;

of Sir Edward Pellew,; to [he rank of Commander, and command of the Fly;
Captain Langford, to the Lark; Lieut D. t.pencc, to the Kcmesi?, vice Eyre.

The King
1 has been pleased to confer the dignity of a Baropet on Rear-Admi-

ral Coffin, for his unremitting zeal and persevering efforts for the good of his

Majesty's setvice during the time he was Commissioner at kheirness.

Captain Master, of the Meteor; Captain Neve, of the Hazard; and the
Honourable Captain King, of the Argus; to be Po*t Captains. Lieutenants

J W. Maurice, of the Centaur; and Cpghlan, of the N'inible cutter, to be

ComrnanJers; and the former to the command of the Diamond Rock sloop
Captain G. JrlartiiJ, to the Glory ; C^ptajn Jiir.es, to ;he Meteor; LicutcLUDf
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T. Spence, to the Princess Royal cutter ;
Lieutenant Campbell, to fhe DCS-

perate ; Lieutenant M'Lean, to the Provo ; Lieutenant Braid, to Harmonic,
schooners, purchased at Barbadoes; Lieutenant Whitaker, to the de Ruytcr

prison ship, at Barbadoes; Captain Kempt, /gent for prisoners of war at the

Leeward Is'ands ;
Mr. Bayley, of the Eurydice, to be Lieutenant of the The.

ECUS ; Caprain E. Kittoe. to the Argus ; Captain Janverin, of the Sea Femi-
cibles at Brading, to the Pluto, t>ue W. H. Kittoe; Mr. Bell, to be Surgeon of

the Royal Sovereign yacht ; Lieutenant W. Lush, to the ^ea Fencibles at Bra-

ding; Mr. Cole, late Purser of the Resistance, to the Leander ; Captain C.

Foote, to the Favorite; Captain Pickford, to the Discovery.

Admiral Young, to the command at Plymouth, vice Colpoys; Vice- Admiral
Sir E. Gcwer, to the command at Newfoundland

;
Ad. Holloway, to command

in the Downs, tike Fatten; Capt. Ommanney, to the Isis, the flag-ship of Sir

E. Gower, vice l.obb; Capt. Graham, of the Zephyr, to the rank of Post-Cap-
tain

; J. Barrow, Esq to be second Secretary to the Board of Admiralty, in the

room of Mr. Tucker; Lieut. Ormsby, to the Conflict gun- vessel
;
G. W. Full,

Esq. to be Purser of the Amethyst.

BIRTHS.
April 30, at Godalmin, in Surry, the Lady of Captain S. Ballard, R. N. of a

daughter.

On the jd May, at Gosport, the Lady of Captain C. Carrier, of the Navy, of

a daughter.
-

' MARRIAGES.
At Inverness, Captain D. Milne, of the Xavy, to Miss G. Purve.

At Naples, on the 3~th January last, Lieut. J. Inland, of his Majesty's ship

Gibraltar, .to Miss Mallack, only daughter of the late Captain Mallack, in i;,'e

Hon. Fast-India Company's service.

May 3, at St. George's, Hanover-square, David Chambers, Esq. Lieutenant in

his Majesty's Navy, to Miss Emma Catherine Weyland, fourth daughter of

John V.eyland, Esq. of Grosvenor-street.

At St. George's, London, Caytain Charles Feilding, of the Royal Navy,
nephew to the larl of Winchelsea, to the Lady Elizabeth Theresa Taiboc,
relict of the late William Davenport Ta'.bot, Esq. of Lacock-Abbey, in the

{County of \Yilts, and daughter of the late Henry Earl of llchesttr.

OBITUARY.
At Oxford. Captain V. C. Berkely, of the Navy, aged 59.

On the zd Alay, the wife of Captain Saradine, of the Navy, at Alverstoke.

Died on Thursday May 24, at Plymouth, aged 26 years, Captain Coryndon
Boger, of the Royal Navy, and Commander cf the Fowey Sea Fencibles; his

death was occasioned by a consumption, the effect of wounds received four

years since in the late war, when in the Gypsey schooner, of ten 4 pounders,
and 36 men, which he commanded in the West Indies; he gailjntly brought to

action, and, after a severe conflict, obliged to strike, a French corvttte, of ttn

9 and iz-pounders, and 130 mey, including troops from Gaudaloupe, which
bhe carried into Antigua ; in this unequal contest, he received a dreadful wound
in his side, which for some time baffled the skill of the burgeons ; though natr-

r:\ily of a delicate constitution, he at length recovered, and returned to this his

native town, to the house of his father, Rear-Admiral Boger. Care, atttntior,
and exercise, seemed to promise a longer life to this excellent young mai ,

valuable for his virtues and amiable disposition ;
his memory will long be chc-

rUhed in the minds of his afflicted widow, family, friends, and acquaintance. At
the breaking out of the present war, he was appointed one of the Captains of Sea
Feucibles at Fowey ;

and it is feared, from his active exertions on that service,
Jiis health became again impaired, as he was obliged, for Medical advice, to

ntiirn to Plymouth on leave; but had not been at home many days, before

JvAih snatched him from, those who beat knew hie worth.
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SHIPS LOST, DESTROYED, CAPTURED, AND RECAPTURED, &(?,

FROM FEBRUARY ai TO APRIL 17, 1804.

MADEIRA, !9th IVeembfT. Three-days ago we re

ceived accounts from the Canaries, that four French

privateers, viz. Etfyptienne, of 36 guns ; Untie Toby, o
20 ; Venus or' if ; and one of to ; were '; iug there witl

fit pf'rzes ; one of them, the Manchefter, Page, of Liver

pool, captured by the Egyptienne oft' this Ifland.

TI.e Sir William Doug as, , frcm Savannah to

london, is captured 5 the Captain arrived at Bourdeaux.
The Ovenum, Claaflen, from Lisbon to Dieppe, is de-

tained by the Melpomene frigate, and arrived at Portf

mouth.
The Ann, Bannaiyne, and the Betty, M'Lachlin, from

Limerick to Liverpool, are loft near Gahray.
The Ceres, Houlton, from Shields, is on Ihore nei

Siidnngton.
The N. S. de Liverementa, Burgefs, from T.isbon t(

T)ieppe, and the S.fters, Pike, of Loiidon, from New
fonndland, are on Ihore at Penzance.
The Dolphin, of London, Johnibn, from Memel, and

the William, <,f Paafcou , Adams, got on (here joth No-
vember on Ariholc, the former expected to be got off

j;d Jan. and was liel'erteu at fia. Crew faved in the Cum-
berland MW.

Captain Tuning, of the Rio Nova, arrived at Cowes,
(poke the Thcfeus MW. in the Crooked Ifland Paflage,
itfc

other frigates uc captured, witii about 16 vessels, on their

quitting St. DorLingo.
The rly of Yarmouth, Kerridge, with coals, is sunk off

the Number.
The Piccolus, , from Ernhden to St. Thomas's,

is branded near Borgum. The cargo is expected to be
faved.

Tiie Arthur How, from Africa, has been cut out of
Grenada by a schooner privateer, which hart been laying
there a week undiscovered.
The Waldo, Cuitis, was drove on Ihore on Saltie I (land,

I8th Jin.
The Cecilia, Carrol, from London to Bengal, was

wrecked at Madeira, 9th January. Third, aj.d fourth
mate-, drowned.
The Hydra and Tribune frigates er.pttired, on ;oth Janu-

ary, near Boulogne, four Urge tun boat--, Three of them
re arrived at Portfmouth.

The Hope privateer of jerfey, has taken ind fent into

that IfUnd, the French (hip Lys, of 300 tons, from Gua.
daloupe in Italian.

T;.e Marquis Townftnd privateer of Jerfey, has taken
* French brie of ice toot, laden with wine, foap, and

rofin, and fcnt her into Tortay.
The Aftive, Mills, from Tobago to Olafgow, is left on

the Ifland of An an.

The sir Andrew Mitchell, Gillmore, frcm the Bay of
J"undy to Liverpool, was wrecked on the i^th Gctiiltr

lafl, in a heavy gale in tbe Bay of Pundy.
The Mercury, Fiflier, from Jamaica to london-, taken

nd carried into Tti.cnfie. was, lent from thence to Ma-
deira, as a Care!, and driven on (here at that Ifland on
the gth January.
The Thetis, Charnley, of Laneafter, failed from Ma-

lirira on the uth December for the Weft Indies. It is re-

ported she is tjken by the F.gyptienne French priva eer
and carried into the C -nines.

Trieite, :6th Dec. Accounts frcm Corfu, received

yeltcrrtay, ftate ihat two (hips from London to Smyrna,
uppofco

the * airy, Dee, and Diana, Britton.
The C re;, of Briln.l, is on II ore off Rj hope.

Ihj Duchts. of Bucclengh, Eroun,
'

Ltith, fr>m the
Elack Sea to Loncon, it captured intl carried ir.io the
Morca.

The CenerAl Waine, , from Zant to Hull, ir put
into Medina, ith dame. Cargo landed, and it is though;
thev.fTel will be condemned
The Hexham, MollifLn, from London to Lut-l-ec, is (o.

tally loft near Earth (Pomerania). Only the Pilot favrd.

The Pegsy an-< Sufon, Swa,-.(o.i, from Inverness to l-fith,

got water-loeKeo and went down in the Frith on the nth
*ebru.-.ry. Crew and pa!!'en[trs loft.

Tut1 American fhip Neutrality, tiardner, from Ainftfr-
dim to Philadelphia, is detained by an tnglifh frigate on
the cnaft cf Air.eiHca, tnd fent into Bcrmur.a.

faris papirs, of the 5th February, ftate the arrival of
an Er.glilh fliip from India, valued at i,sso,ooo livres ;.
and at Bo.Tdcux of the Sophia, from Ccmciarj, pn?e to
the Bellone.

French papers ftkte, t at an Englilh vefie, carr^im
twelve 9-pound carronades, and thii ry-ninc men, a; d,

failed from Maiti I2:h Jaiuary, is taken in the Meditir-
ranean by a ccr.erte; ana t; at the Pemyn floop of'Bo
tons, is taken by le Vengeur privateer of Boulogne, and,

fent into that port.
The Der Vieedc, Olft'n, from / mfterdam to Bilbos,

is detained by his Majelty's hip Adder, and fent u.ta

Yarmouth.
The floop Perfeverance, of Exeter, has been taken by i

French privateer, and retaken by tl.e Admiral Mitthel
cutter.
The Venus, Dryfalias, from Hull to Tonnincen, is ti'.-

tally loft to the northwara of the Orkneys, and dell-ned

by the crew.

Thf hulFar frigite is loft on the Saint's rocks. Crew
faved.

The Dela-'al, Rentan, from Newsfile to the Chacncl,
is taken by a French privateer and tcuttcd.
The Merchant, Ki bee, from Virginia to Rc-ttt riiam,

is l(ft en the ceaft of H-<Uand. Only tl.e mate la jd.

The Flying Filh, from Africa to Loncon, laft from,

Plymouth, was taken ift February, off rrlcith, a,.d car.

ta into Calais.

The Fox, Cook, from Bofton to Arr.llcruam, va
ftranded near Boulogne J3rt January.
The Freedom, Walker, with coals, from Eiy, is wrecked,

on Winterton Beach.
The Vigilar.te, Hanfou, fiom Embden (o Ltjhorn, wa't

Rrxnded /itli February on the coaft -of Holland.
The Two Sifters, M'Donald, from Lonfl-n to Inveraefs,

is taken by a French privateer, ai.d carried into the
Texel.
The Rialto, Shepherd, from Lynn to Pub in ; the Eliza,

Greatrix, from Dublin to London; and, the A. Lion, Lone,
from Yarmouth to Dublin, were taken oft the Land'i

End, the i^th February, by I'Kirondellc French privateer,
nd fent fir S.. Malces. The Rialto is retaken by the

'i'd floop, and fent for Scilly.
he Hunter of Siarbro', from Shields to London, wa

loft a3d February, on Scorby Sand. Crew faved.

The Ann, Ptarlbn, from VNoodbridge to the Norzh, in

tz.laft, is on (hc.rc near Y.-nncuth.
i he Induftry, from Shoreham to London, cvtrfe: in

going into Dover, and i< full cf water.
The Santo Cl-.rifto de St. Roman, Bamov, from Tene-

riffe, it detained by the Bofton frigate, and arrived at
liei-muda.

The Chatham, Clicw, from New York to Arnflerdam, it

detail. '.-I in the Pawns by the Arab (loop.
fi". Ann, Cornifli, from LOIHIO-I to Malta, was cap.

: Trafuigar, by the So/tier privateer, ano carried into

Ta/ifa, where 1 er cargo wz* immediately landed. The
i.n wa-. <it:tp-yed on the :6th by the Maidftone fVigare,
(he was removing from Tariff* to Algeriras.
The Pjlinu-i, , fiom New Ontanj to

Fecarrj, i;



MARINE LIST.

It dmicci by the Ariidae frigate, anj fent into Portf-

The fchnoner, Who's Afraid, from Trinidad to Deme-
nra, was captured abjac 2;ui Nov. i.'U r. is UppolvJ
earned inro i;\i.td.tlo ;p.-.

The Hazard, Gardner, from Por;fmO;ith to Cadiz, wa
tctjliy ioit ne:,r Carfi?, i;th Ja:iu.'r . Crs..- a.cd.

Tt,c M.iry, Cox, failed frim Ne.. rl.und.anii cne yth De-
cember 1 ,11, under convoy of the Fa.con Uuop, and has not
dice been heard of.

The Induftrj, Datfey, from Dundalk for Liverpool, was

tafally Soft utfar \\ e.l Ko.. .c, .ijth >"eb. aua a.l t..e crew
.

The A iron, of i;o tens, from the Ides of France to
;

*., .-.a; ta<-:n 26:.'. Auguft, by t.-.i- Gen. :t.-w*r.

Induman, and Arrived at St. Helena 271:1 No. embsr.
The Mary, Riilf, arrived at Gu-T.i'.y, ha', captured a

Frcncn Hup of ^so ions, fora Uie South Seas to Dunkirk,
and carried imo tuat 111 UK!.

T.ie 'r ncrzhena, C-i'rus, f.om the Bra7i:e3 to Lisbon,
is ioil a: oarbacioes.
A vefle , fjpbsfed to be the I.umlcy of Sunu'erland, was

ort a ftw days fince on the Cockle s..nd, n-.ar Yarmouth,
r.d a. the ircw drowned.
T .e Ariartne, '.'.'Bride, of Liverpool, i; captured near

by a Kre ch privateer or 14 CUM* a >d i^o men.
i to, atx'r.i.card from Yarmouth to Dublin, iviuch

. t.'-.e nth Feb. bj i'l .tcer, awl
retaie:i oy i.'.e Nimiod cutter, > ai taken as. in CM the

15th, by the fmie piivatecr, and fent to: I

The Lii/.ale-.h, Bart.ec;, trom Liverpool to Teing-
mouth, has been ta^eu, retaken, and is arrived it Ex-

The Hilton, Bulley, from Li;hon to Liverpool, is

Jh'Tc about rive niile tro.n Liverpool.
The fol.mvinE velTels *'cre i'tta.iie<l and fent into Gibi

tar, between th^ J3d of Drceir.btr, i3o>, aiul 26th of ] ,-

, Anctaiufii, ^.'.g.-r, riom p

a:li, Mniu, fi-or.i K=mbro' to do. ; the

L.pis, foir. Ki>en:s A>res to Anultrdam; t:ie Madoi
ci Kof.iri^, ftim: CenoA to Cadi?.; ibe SoUaaJ, Khi, t'.i.m

Genoa tn Legl.or.- ; the Louifa Fimcrita, rruni

to Marfciile*; tl>= American Hero, Maihrr>, t'rwn S.l.

to rti::o ; and the Johannes, Vack, tioiu <Jaicci:a
Aitooa.
The Neutrality, Gardner, from Amfterdam to PhiUre!

pl.ia, ii ileui.'Cd bv his M j ../' ihip Cambriau, and ar-

rived a; Berlin
The K.nt, bunker, from the South Seas to London, is

taken 3i.t, carried ii to 1

The Jo..;;- Ea :iai , .-. ,if\ .t n, trom Embden to London,
is !oft n;jr liaraich. Crew fa.ed. Fart ot the c^rgu ex-

peftcJ tn he fivei!.

An embargo was laid a: t' e CuKom Koufe, Tth M.-rch
on ai! v.-liVii h>>vii>d to any thur j-um tuan the Ea.i or
tveft l--U.cs, A..

-

.. i.un, Spain
or J'ortusil. Coafters al'j <.xcep:ed.

'

..

The Three Sifter:, Walton, of Sunderbnd, is on (kerf
"

.it.

The Pil.eence, , fro n Limerick to ; and
the Pegsy, of Southampton, are tak.-n by a privateer off

the la..d' end.
Tne R:iiii Sun, Bitcheler, from Youghall to Poole, and,

W.I urn and Mary, Skenan, from Paduow to Br.upo.-t,
I on the ;d March in the Brirtol Channel by the

So citr French lugger privateer ; retaken on the iU>
iy the Mouchevon Hoop, and arrived at Guernley 8th.

The American brig Richmond, Wade, from Jamaica,
s taken by a trench prwatccr, and carn.d into the fla-

The Nelly, of North Shitlds, R ihinfon, took fire at

rarioout!., 8th March, and was burnt to Uie water's

ed>.e.

French papers ftate, that 1'Enjolcur priva'ecr has talea
;d carried into Boul(Be, 24th January, tl.e br.t Peace,

bound to Dublin, :a;:en with barley.
The Sally, Foriter, from Dantzig to Por.fmou'J , failed

frrn Llfmeure under convoy of the Clyde frigate, tl.e Jill

of November UK, and has not fine.: been heaid of.

The Ibbetlon, Teale, from London and the v-eli Indies
tj Honduras, is captured and c..rricd tu Carthagena, in
South America.
The Carolina, Gilfhom, from Nantz >a Lishon, i*

tai.ied by the Impetueux MW. and lent into Plymouth.
T!:e Flung Fiih, Richardlbn, from Cork to Gibral-

tar, was loft near Faro, 19111 February. Part of toe cargo
fayed.

The Swan, , frcm Glafgaw to Grenada ; the Le-
ande-r, , from Glaigow to Barbadocs ; the Triton,

, from Nova Scotia to Barbadoes ; the Two Fr
mil the ;a.!v, from America to Antigua ; the Cleaning

, i.^m Dominica to Grenada ; the Gar and Mail
Boat and
carried ii-to Guadiioupe, between the loth and 26CQ uf

T! e Lady Seaforrh, Long, frum Demenra to Barhadoc ,

vatecr in fince cut out of iN.arciniijue by the boati of the
: . nd Drake.

The Grenada packet, Otwaj , from St. Vincent'^ to Bir-
badnes, is taken by a French pr:.a.e.r, and carnel inta
Cumana.
The Hoops, Rofcby and Ejiterp.-iTt, lo tied wifi flour,

brandy, &c. from liourdeaux to brcrt, are taken b/ the
Mary h.red cutler, anu brcutlit into Pl)mOi-U:.
The FortiDide, Dunbar, trom London, is arrived at Gre-

nada, after beauug otf two privateers to the windward of
Bartadocs, in whicJi Captain Duubar and a paU'dige! wcr*
wounded.
The Harpy Hoop has taken one gun vciTel, and two fn.aii

vtirtis, aua lent them into Kam'.siie.
Tiic Ruiainj, Erown, from At;ic t6 Ant ;

gua, is taken,
and cairied into Guadaioupe.
The Revenge of Partfiow, is put into Mi:ford, wixb

dama^i;, l.a.'Uit been on the rocks in Freih Water Bay.

topper ore, tor Swanlua, we-e L:p urfj on the morning o
the 5th M.irc , near Sr. Ives, by a lutgtr privateer of 14
guns. Tlit lruti.tr

, Da lor., for S,-. a.ilta, was Loirded by
the fame priiatecr, and luffrrtd to procecn, after b, in,

ptaring ii

the lea tencib.c., and ar

I..LJ -t -/.. I ye-:.

The t,?a, Greatratrcs, frr>fr Dublin to London, captur
ed i ;th F--b by 1'HirondeUe, hat bto retaken off Ferro:.
by Sir Eaiv.rd 1 elltw's fquurou, and fer.t into Fai
mouth.
The William Pitt, Forller, from H-. uns tJ

Yi rk, uas t.ke:i i> Dec. by a French p iva.eer, and
. Tid>.

Tie Ne'.lj, .VuUT, from Newfoundland to New York
. :ii!d.

Th.- Jofeph, Grant, nf Now Enrlmd, from rivtr Plata

Is reported to be ;ak: by a Brixi* crui< ;r, and luut fo

t: Kitt's.

. The Thomas, Efmur.rt, fiom Wextord to Liverpool,
Branded near the v ute Bank
Tbc Hil;on, Bulky troin Li;ton tu Liverpool, i; ftnni

near Formhy.
The Man.-, Schrxli- g, from Smyrna to Hambro*, no

bcm t p^-ri>.it;pv M r ivr ti.e I 'be, bore a.-aj
tial harboui, in entering which, fhe Druck on a funke

. h i* teen oinigcd to unluaa.

T 1

e Wii.iam, Ki.la,.u , fran New Yo:k to Hondura-
Is .ol.

Tne Aftive, BUir, from London, was loft at the Ulan
of l.ckAi

Tne Sidi.ey
u'a^ itranded en t,.e 2u n M^tch, tear Wexi jra. Crci

Civcd.

another privatetr, ar^ captuna, and ca:r.cd into iarta-
does ; t; c former luoi taken the Mercury, , Hunk
Ne>y York tu i>i:merra, and feut into Guai'aloupe.
A pri'a-err in ni tl.e Caj.c of C.oua Hope is tuiik at De-

Ir.go i ay t-y tht Betfey a-.d m.shei whalti froj,i LXU..LK..
Tl.e Btioti , Ca.per, tr..m jamai a to London, put

ii.:.i P' nt^vcdro, near Cor^nna, ia gieat dit.reU, and i&
condemned.

Ti.c Hamilton, Appletort, from Vewfouodland to St. Vin-
ccnt\, is ^aftji-cd i.i ths \\..: In
Tre G-.oige, Gr.nci-, from Savannah, is detained by tM

Melpom.-. e i'r.gate, ai.d aru.-c.i at 1 urtt'mvuth.
Tae Rou-. i.!)b..d, of Lor.joi., tr m Chriuiaiifand, is on

r Reucar. tr-.w laved, tart of tht cargo ex-
peft.d to be laved.

Tl.e Aima Catl.arin Mirj.retra, Eac^Uolf, from Kullw
Tonr.ingi-i-., is on tim.i r.i r.elcfj jud. Her cars- undt4
at >'u-.;.av.n.

The Providentia, N:oller, from Leirn to EmbJen, bavlnf
on board the c r o of the Napjiton, Kl.r , is pi.: u.to N^r-
way :n {.reat di rets, and mult u- load there-

The sukey, of Sund-.rland, anft the Corothy, Nisbitt,
.-i, are cu lliorc near \Vi.itby, ajid it is thou^t

wu lie .c/.

Th - I) j.-irL-rrhe, Eravendrr, fn.m Lend n to Hull, fcu
beea taken, and n.take::, ^nt ., ar:ivt.nat Pif.fjrd.
The Hampton, Iiaics, tioiii Ycneritte to Ainlierdar;!

^ ii. rained i-y tie bp^tuv.ili u:ic, inu i

The Icuiu, from c:i. rleftoii to Clyde, is ui the rock t

Jnra. 1 t ih.

'll.e fruaencc, Arui.<.iil, ^j^nJ ;,. Philadelphia, is upfet
in Dushn iivei.

A bris rriv:ecr, of 14 guas aod 54 ir.ea, from Euur-
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. captured br ;?>* Tir*i r-f- it-er r<?

-u ca-i-ied i.i tr.er- ; :.ic pr^ttcr had been out three cUjr*,
nj :-. tde no cint'.rj.

T'IC Ketcn Hero, Atkins of Greenoek, hai heen t ken
off Crookr.ave.i, by a French priv-itecr, a;i<i burnt.

The DUna, ,
fAwn the Sout.>i Sen to London, has

Wen taken, retaken, anrt carried into Guirnfey
T'.e Marina, M'Bri-e, of Greenock, has been ta':cn,

KeUken, and carried ir.tu Barbadres.
The Diligent, Tickle, from Limerick to London, was

taken and carried into Vaimpol 3d February.
The London packet, White, fin London tn nerr.erara ;

nd the Lively, Fythe, for Greenland, run trral of each
Other, and have put into Siieemefs with oarrut'e.

The James and Join, , bounrt to London, is

wrecked in corning out from Jeriey. Great pjt uf tha
car<o faved.

The American fhrp Diana, Much, from the Ides of

Frar.ce, was wrecked at the Cape of Gooo Hope in Octc-
fcer laft.

Th? CharVxte, White, from Gotrenhiirg to Nantr,
Is detained by the Eur, dice frigate and feat into Portl-
mouth.
The George, cf Bofton, loaded with cotton and rumy ha*

been found a wreck a: iV*, wit.i-.art any p~,:on on ouard,
ky fome fi/hermrn, tr. m Rui'ivick, near Wbitby, aac

1

towed
into that place.
The Queen Charlotte, Andrews, from Smyr-a to London,

fca* been carried inro Cidi? by her own crewr
I'ttTeigners),

where a French 74 delivered them up to tiie b..ti,h Cju-

ful, nrt reinftited rae Captain in his reifel.

The Delve, Harwig, t". cm Hull to Erubden, i ''-.-a'livd or
tte IilanJ of AmciJnJ, near the Texcl.
The Maria, Anfl>c , 2nd tue Atalante, Hernerfmin,

from Miren-.es to K .rigsburg, ..
:he ipi,;cr

- L-e, oi McvigeiTb}-, from v.'a!e< -o Lon-
&>n, with Ordnance ftr . red jyrh M.rcn, or}'

Bejchy Head. The crew la idea at Ha:' ings.
. i- ikea by Lie LCT.IJ Ne On

Cutrtr, and arriv:* at Dover.
Ths IlUna of Gore i- HAS taken on the i8th January by

,crs of 14 guns,
T! a fchooncr of a euus ; wr.A^oo mrn on rxiard, from

Ciyanne.
The Brave French privifer, of 14 guas and 113 men,U taken by the Loire rrisite.
The Gibra:tar boat, Rondioella, bound to Malta, has been

ch::>d int.T Alic.int by a Span.lh brig of war, ad taken
- of >y th? Spaniards.

The sly, Kirg. from vjriiiato Gueimcy, failed u:h
has not f.nce been heard of.

The Liberty, , from Shields to Lunaon, is toft to
the Southward of Whi.by, tnd all th= c-ew
The Coi-ftar.tine, Murray, from Arr ca to Ri^rr Pla'a,

it loft at Cipe Antonio, on that river. 7 iie ihip'< compa-
ny only fi.-cd.

The Jean, Bourcb, of Newburg, for Selby, is on (horc
ear Whirbj .

The St. Jjliannet, \Villi;, from Lnodou to Tooningen, h
wrecked at jl.c: ind ; rb-.ir men drnirned.
The rleet WTI;L!I !ail.M f.cm C.rk f .r trie Weft Ir.cies on

t!>e 4-.! jmary, undj." proteftio-i of t"c G.Utca rn satt,
experienced a gile Ibun ate-witus, iv,.ich le^ara'.. tt thj
Fleche Hosp, and aouut furty fi. ; a fs-A- of

jwreJ i?iin, and were in win; lay v. :.i f.c GatiU->, and
remainder of her convoy on i/Oi >'tb. in at. 35. 42. JOUK.
l*. 27. W.
The Magnificect MW. of 74 tuns, U lo-i on -lie E!ac!i

totks. C-e- laved.
Ths Aoci.i.a, Cannfy, of Sur:JtrH:i'

J
, was c.tptured off

Hii'ings, JOL.'I tit. bv a -Dge.er pr.v<;ccr ; fince ruuken by
iht inafler and people K'lt on b-a.-o, ! arr.v.d in the
i." . .

-

The Ann, Stewart, from Lon* c to Haliiaz, was wrecked
4tti ;ani.:/, at pott JoU,-, Near Liveipooi, in Amcnca.
fvi L| me cargo UudcJ.
The PnviJef>ce, \e R ux, hi taken and lent into Jer-

f., a rrrnch fkp, witn jb hri.i, o( wine.
I be Thcfas, Park, o! 5 ;iajer.a.id, lia> been taken, retaken,

1 at Dovrr
1 ue An:., of il>m. uth), Hay, has been drove on more

esar Havre, by a Knntb |-r.ntet.., * -

Bifft-y rrr:ed cu'tcr.
Tiie Advc.iturr, GihCn, from Shields to H-ifl

4cte4 >ith .v.i.vh, otrwuub/.
THe Ann, uf Loi.uo ., it o>, flwre GO tke Herd S^. d, neir

SlueWi. (..c* .

La Volanw f lK.i..cr. ftvro Nn t-;s, it taken b; the Att-
aa"tc Uaup, aud anv.j a P.^ i

7ue fAlka, J^ciu, aa4 Laurel, tcloafog to
'

re on (hf-re >

fiicre on tiie Yorkshire
Several ;>--:'"
and at KIJ ir.

Tne Ann, Lawrie, from Lynn for Kul', was up'.'ct, :5tl

March, on the tTlir of Li'.tfol ..:.

The ftoop. Four Sifters , of I

laft, i towed into Wa;errord, hs:!i; I i

phi.-i.lerert, and without an r.'rtbii on bonrd.
T>is Amer can hrig Moily, M . .1, is lok

on the coift of Carolina.

The Faimer, George from Jamaica tj Fhradilp
dercd at lea. Crew lavx-d.

Accuun.- ftom Ne^czftle of Jift Marc"!, Rate that t TO'

French pri*it*ers were cruiziug i.i the ia:i*.u.--

Ifir, and had mane two pnzcs.
The Hope, \YttKt-fides, from Yarr.iosth to Dublin, is to-

tal./ loft oft Karw.cn. l_rt.v laved.

Tie C.i..r..vtn. Crcute, in, in Jomsica to I

is lolt on Uie C-iniiyuci. Crew anj ptut i/f the cargo
fared.

The brig Nancy, Hills, from Jamaica to Kalifa, ha*
heen taken a/,J c. j.-ri-d i t> :he ?p-.m(n Main, where
fl>e was oemaiiJta, and rcci-.v.d b_.S: b> H. M. Sloop
Huntir.
The brig Amaz. n, Wait:.;, from Jamaica to Halifax, wa

taken o.T Cape A :tober.

The hxpcciti 1.1, ..
, fiom Shields to London ; and

the Atre, Robinum, trom Lou.ton : Sclby, were takrn off

Cromer, the 7th March, by U .v._-c ,T:> .cli cutter prin-
tce- ; the tbnnsr it retaken by the At' icaine f:i

arrived at Yarmouth
',
and the i* . e hind

: arrivc.1 at Dcptfort.
'1 . ., i . . :". .:: PuXJlf, is totally loft on the ctjuft

of Spain. Oary a paiTeacer <av<4.

Tbe Mar..- Lad >:iiza, Ko^au, frcm Puncax/o to Liver-

pool, is .ot-.Ily iaCt in Kri.cn}- Bay.
1 he Tr.:e l roMrr., Cixift , r'rom N.wcaftle to Top-

mam, is :o:ailjr ink on tie H^.-. ttili Knr.c^. Cix. &\e-.
. , Rowe, jrived t ft:

Sea^, was capnncJ by : . .._icir ot"

24 :.uf.s, in lit. 37 fur.4. 11. . bound iVv.n uiver fi/.-^,

IM of r.-iuf;, i.Ml given up, ^licr L<-:

I D..<!OII to Strlbj-, i

i F.-c.n-h pr:v_tsr.
T.,e r-tK}, MiDcr, trom Dundee to

29111 March, iitir Holy Ill-^ui. Cr :
-v li.veu.

T.'.e meoom, \Vnfhti;u, fr-.i .

taken in >el>r\..-jy, and iort gulnt " '' b -
Tbe lord Nril'oi., o:' hoof, toi

tal.cn by ine >".-;::.. i, rct^ktn :y .

Gueri.ley, and arrived at that 1

The uii'pstch, , tr.iiii Lynn to Chicicfter, U

London, has been
the Ce.oc-

.

captured and carni.1 i:.to >.:-

The ,-t.-:t, l'ett:gre-, frj

tr.ken by a privjtur u.-f Utin

nis fkiup, and i:

report-, that ttu J y he wa
liid in -.lie i.iue t-

.

'

. ::j Lir-A t
-nd feve-.al otlr ve^'.:-, were:

SuCex, the 4th Af nl. t mrli:, by a Kr-cu pr.-a;ei-r.
The M'."), Fc;

... Czpi oi (..ooci Hope, i;th J.'.ii.
Ji. . .

of.

The Frt.irick, Storey, of London,
Tlietis, Ean.itt, of !.on on, and t'.era,

tr.ven en iliore neir Hartni>njl, .i.t;. '.:

The Louifa, Cragic, rrom Moutiufc I

loO n;ar Stockton.

, ; mpfori, from Jama ca -o Kcti<li.*c, it

loft on the Matu Keif. P.ot or i

The L.. . Jamaica lo <JICLIII/CV., is 1UJ in
the J'ay of Honjuras. }-*rt oi the c-rgo :

Ti i Mo.iy, , fiom l..i:iw-r:ck to V; mou:'.i, wa
trJien by a French privitctr cif tbe L^.,a\ Ei.ii, 111 Ktb. aj.d-

.-

The- Kvriwt i:.uAii.-., Cox, from H, .11, is loll in go.nt

Jam to ft. M.c^il*., ii

n.c..:i)i, is on fliore rear

Ti.e njr:7 cur.er, ci" GUT-;-., is left on the. lOaixtof

T)ie Ci.:-

Mani.n, o:
, , ^J<e
irt-.- .

. i.tn ana taiiiti
into Cuba.

[To be cctotttutcJ.']
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BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF

JOHN KNIGHT, ESQ.

REAR-ADMIRAL OF THE VHITE S

" The g'ory of ages emblazons your flag ; around it the sacred shades of our noblest

heroes hover. They call upou their so:is to cheer du hour ot danger, by their invincible

emulation, hke them to become the guardian angels o. their country, and to acquir: the

blessings of their (^temporaries and ot posterity. Nor will their inspiring examples be

contemplated in va:h. The patriotic herossof our days have equalled, and Will equal, the

proud triumphs of their forefathers. They will still devo;e their labour to protect their

native soil from all invasive profanation. They will still enjoy a celebrity, which na
vicissitude can destroy."

TURNER'S HISTORY OF THE ANGLO SAXO-N*.

HFHF.RE is something so peculiarly delightful in the task

of tracing the professional services of existing merit;

there is such a proud and honest glow experienced by the

writer, who reflects that he is recording the illustrious

actions of a countryman and a contemporary, that we think

the sensations winch he is then so fortunate as to posses?,

must be truly enviable. He almost conceives himself to be

an actor in the glowing scenes winch he delineates, and half

fancies that the laurel which decks the brow of his hero

forms also a garland for his own fame.

We may be censured, perhaps^ for the enthusiastic warmth

of our feelings ; but they are the feelings of men of English-

men; and, while we know that we are recording the virtues

and the prowess of Englishmen^ a heart-felt exultation im-

parts new vigour to our frame; we accompany our hero

through his various paths of danger, of conquest, and of

glory ; and, without robbing him, participate in the fame

which his noble exertions acquire.

It is not always that, as biographers, we experience this

pleasing interest ; but, when we do, when the subject on
which our pen is employed calls forth the general plaudits of

the Briton and the patriot, our feelings are indeed exquisite*

and rise superior to description.

. Cjjron. fflol.XI. 3 i
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To the professional progress of Rear-Admiral Knight,

our attention is now with much satisfaction directed.

That meritorious and esteemed Officer is the immediate

descendant of the late Rear-Admiral John Knight, a gentle-

man who, by his distinguished professional services, by his

urbanity of manners, and by his unusual goodness of heart,

was entitled to, and attained, the highest estimation of all

who had the honour of knowing him. We have rea-on to

believe, that the virtues of the father were not consigned,

with his.venerated ashes, to the tomb; but that they were,

transmitted, unsullied, to the son, in whom they still shine

conspicuous.

Mr. Knight embarked with his esteemed father at a very

early period of life, and had the honour of serving under

Lord Howe in 1758, on the expeditions at Cancalle *,

Cherbourg f, t>t. Cas ^, &c. and was with the fleet

* On the morning of the jth of June, 1758, Commodore Howe stood into

the bay of Cancalle; so called from a village, of that name, where the troop*

were intended to land. Having destroyed an hundred sail if s!> pping and

many magazines, the fleet r.ext reconnoitred the town of Granville, on the

coast of Normandy. From thence it moved towards Cherbourg, when the

troops were prevented from landing by an heavy gale blowing in to the shore.

On the ist of July the fleet returned to St. Helen's. Vidt NAVAL CHRONICLE,
Vol.1, p. u.

| On the ist of August, 1738, the fleet set sail from St Helen's, and on the

6th in the evening came to an anchor in the hay of Cherbourg. A few shells

were thrown into the town that night. In this expedition the town WHS tAcn,

and the bason totally destroyed, together with all the forts in the neighbour-

hood ;
and about twenty pieces of brass cannon were secured on board the

English Ships. A small contribution was levied upon the town. This service

being happily performed, the fleet set sail for the coast of England, and an-

chored in the road of Weymouth, under the high land of Portland. Vide

NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. l\ p. 12.

J On the 3ist of August the fleet sailed again for the coast of Trance; and

on the 3d of September, having come to an anchor in the bay of St. Lunaire,

about two leagues to the westward of St. Malo, the troops were landed without

opposition. The next day the General sc*nt a detachment of 500 grenadiers to

the small town of St. Briac, just above St. Malo, where they burnt about 20

small vessels, and destroyed some batteries. Upon examining more narrowly
the state of St. Malo, it was found to be so strongly fortified, and supplied with

so numerous a garrison, that the force which General Bligh had brought against

it was by no means considered adequate to reduce it ; and, in a council of war,
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rndcr Lord Anson which escorted her present Majesty to

England *.

Having passed his examination for an Officer, Mr. Knight
served u:,cer Admiral Lord Colville and Commodore (now

Lord) Mood, in America, where he was directed to assist in,

the maritime survey of that coast.

held on the 6th, the Commodore gave it as his opinion, that by reason of the

very bad anchorage, the Ships of war could not approach near enough to the

town to bombard it, without great hazard of their being lost. Ai;d for the

same reason it would be necessary to move the fleet into tt. CasV- bay, in

order to re embark the troops. On the ayth, the army decamped from before

St Malo
;
but was so dilatory on its march, that the French had time to collect

a considerable body of troops, who not only harrassed them on their march,

bat, getting possession of the village of St. Cas greatly impeded the embark-

ation ; most probably the whole army would have been cut off, had not a brisk

and well directed fire from th^ frigates and bomb-ketches for some time checked

the progress of the enemy, but Major- General Drury having injudiciously

ordered a detachment to dislodge a party of the enemy, who had taken pos-

session of a wood, obliged the frigates to cease firing, lest they should strike

our own men. The French availed themselves of the interval to pour down in

great numbers on the beach, where they attacked our remaining troops, who

made a most obstinate defence, until overpowered by numbers, when they dis-

persed and fled. Some attempted to swim off to the boats; but unluckily the

sailors, contrary to their usual intrepidity on such occasions, shewed a reluc-

tance to pull in shore, lest the fire from a French battery should destroy them.

The Commodore no eooner observed the backwardness of the boats, than he or-

dered his barge to be rowed amidst the thickest of the fire ; by thi'- heroic exam-

ple the sailors became animated, all fear vanished, ard the lives of many brave

men were saved. A grtat number, however, perished; and the carnage would

have been still more drea 1ful, had not the Commodore ordered the frigates to

stop firing upon which the enemy gave quarter. Many Officers of distinction

were killed, wounded, and made prisoners: among the first were .\:ajor-

General Drury and Sir John Armitage. The Captains Rowley, Maplcsden,

Fasten, and Flphin^tono, who, under Captain Duff, superintended the re-

embarkation, were made prisoners. The loss.sustained on this disastrous occa.

sion amounted to Siz m;n, mostly the fluwer of the British army. A few

days afterwards the Commodore returned with the fleet to England. Pi

ficiioMBERo's NAVAL CHRONOLOGT, Vol. I, p. 38-

* On the yth of August, 1761, Lord Anson hoisted the union flag on board

the Royal Caarlotte yacht at Harwich; and being joined by a squadron of ships

of war, counting of the Nottingham, Marshall; the Winchester, Hal-i the

Minerva, floeJt the Vartan, &//,/; the Hazard, St. Join; and the J.ynx,

Suivjtt; in Yarmouth Rozds ; proceeded on the 9th to Cuxhaven, toes.ort

over Princess Charlotte of Mecklcnburgh Strelitz, her presence ajcsty. On

the 24th, her Majesty embarked on board the yacht at sSlade; and on the 6th

of September she landed at Harwich. Vidt .SCHOMBIRG'S NAVAL CURD.-

,
Vol. 1, p. 357.
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In the subsequent contest between Great Britain and Ame-

rica, our Officer's conduct was in high estimation. His

bravery and skill were both put to the test ; they both passed

the ordeal ; and, by the approving voice of his superior*,

were pronounced genuine. In the Haerlem Sloop, Lieuten-

ant Knight's judicious and spirited conduct in entering an

enemy's port, and taking from thence several vessels, was

so much approved, that Admiral Lord Howe directed his

eighth of the capture to be shared by the immediate captors ;

in addition to which, as another striking proof of his appio-

bation, the Admiral appointed our Officer to his flag-ship,

the Eagle, giving him the charge of conducting his fleet

^through the most intricate channels, with the view of cutting

off Mons. d'Estaign's squadron on their way to Boston.

On Earl Howe's return to Europe, which took place in

1778, Mr. Knight embarked with Admiral Barrington, on

the Leeward Island station : after which he had the good
fortune to be nominated Sir Samuel (now Lord) Hood's

First Lieutenant. To the latter Commander, Lieutenant

Knight also owed his farther promotion to the rank of Post

Captain, in the year 1781. Our Officer remained with Sir

Samuel on the Leewaid Island station, and was present at all

his brilliant achievements in the years 1781 and 1782. In

such estimation were Captain Knight's abilities then holden,

that, in the hour of battle with de Grasse's superior fleet at

St. Kitt's, the Admiral thought it proper to remove him

from the Shrewsbury, of 74 guns, to command his own

flag-ship, the Barfleur *.

On the evening of the -memorable I2th of April, 1782,

Captain Knight received, and presented to his Admiral, the

sword of Count de Grasse, and those of all the surviving

Officers of the Ville de Paris, who, with the exception of

Quoting the Annual Register, we have observed, in our Memoir of Ad-

miral Lord Hood, that his Ship, "the l?arflcur, had at one time seven, and

generally three bhips upon her : but nothing could be more glorious than the

firm and gallant resistance with which, and without ever shrinking, this Ship
suiuincd the efforts of 10 great a superiority."
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the Count, (he, by desire of Sir Samuel Hood, remaining in

his own Ship,) lodged that night in the Captain's cabin of

the Barfleur. In this well-fought action, and that of the

9th preceding, sixty-nine Ships of the Line were at one

time engaged ! Admiral Rodnev, the Commander in Chief,

declared,
" that he wanted words to express his sense of the

meritorious conduct of all his Captains, Officers, and men,

who had a share in this glorious victory, obtained by their

gallant exertions." When the news reached England, the

thanks of both Houses of Parliament were unanimously
voted to the Flag Officers, Captains, Officers, Seamen, and

Marines of the fleet.

For six months preceding the peace of 1783, Prince Wil-

liam Henry performed the duty of a most active Midship-
man in the Barfleur, a portion of each day being allotted, by

*the Admiral's desire, for a particular part of education and

study under Captain Knight while his duty was attended

to by the Admiral. His Royal Highness then nobly acknow-

ledged the advantage resulting from the instruction received.

It is impossible to reflect on such instances of attention,

deference, and confidence, without feeling the highest

respect for the amiable character on whom they were be-

stowed.

On Lord Hood rehoisting his flag (at the commencement

of the late war in 1793), Captain Knight again received the

flattering compliment a compliment, however, peculiarly

due to his merit of being appointed to his Lordship's se-

veral flag-ships. He bore his full share in the fatigues of

service at Toulon and Corsica *
; and, on Lord Hood's

sudden removal from the Victory, he carried that private

Ship out to the Mediterranean, where she distinguished her-

self with Admiral Mann, under Lord Hotham, on the

* For a very full and accurate account of this arduous and important service,

eur readers are referred to the Memoir of Admiral Lord Hood, and to the

Tulon Papers given in the Second Vdvmt of the NAVAL Ca OMCLZ.
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I3th of July, 1795 On the latter occasion, Admiral Lord

Hotham, in his official dispatches, says,

If the result of the day has not been so completely satisfactory as

the commencement promised, it is my duty to s ate, that no exertions

could be more unanimous than those of th<. fleet under my command ;

and it would be injustice to the general merit of all, to select indivi-

dual instances of commendation, had not superiority of sailing placed

some of the ships in an advanced situation, of which they availed

themselves in the most distinguished and honourable manner; and

amongst the number was the Victory, having Rear- Admiral Mann
on board, who had shifted his flag to that Ship upon this oc-

casion.

In the month of December following, Captain Knight

was, at Corsica, superseded by Sir John Jervis j and, on

his return to Europe, by iandy was appointed to command
the Montague, of 74, guns, which was with Lord Duncan

in the memorable action of the nth of October, 1797*.
The spirited and glorious conduct of every Briton engaged
in the splendid achievements of that day, which, to the

latest posterity, will reflect an undiminished lustre on our

national courage, is remembered with exultation and grati-

tude. The thanks of both Houses of Parliament were voted

to the Fleet; in addition to which, gold medals were struck,

for the purpose of commemorating the action, and presented

to the Admirals and Captains, to be worn in the same man-

ner as those given on Earl Howe's victory.

On the i8th of January, 1798, these medals, accompanied

by an appropriate complimentary letter from Earl Spencer,

then First Lord of the Admiralty, were presented to Captain

Knight, and the other respective Officers who were entitled

to so distinguished an honour.

Subsequently to the nth of October, Captain Knight

enjoyed a separate command on the coast of Ireland; after

which he was placed under the orders of Earl St. Vincent

* For a particular account of this actioa, tide the NAVAL CURONICLI,

VoLlV.p'., 7 .



OF JOHN' KNIGHT, ESQ. 4JI

and Lord Keith, in.the Mediterranean, an.d at the blockade

of Cadiz and Brest.

OK the ist of January, 1801, Ciptain Knight was pro-
moted to the rank of Rear-Admiral of the Blue Squadron.

Previously to this, however, he commanded die advanced

Squadron beiore Brest; and, by variously insulting and

annoving the enemy, his conduct was verbal y applauded by
the Commander in Chief" at whose desire he explored many
of the dangers near that port; and might, it is conceived,

have reasonably expected, that the Naval Minister would, at

least from hi^ local knowledge, have afforded him some far-

ther expectation of distinguishing himself. This, however,

has not vet been the case; but, whenever he may again be

called upon to fight his country's battles, we doubt not but

that his conduct will evince that steady perseverance, and

that determined bravery, which, throughout his professional

services, have done him so much honour.

Our Officer was included in the late promotion of Flag

Officers (on the 23d of April last), and is now a Rear-

Admiral of the White Squadron.
To Rear- Admiral Knight's peculiar abilities, in addition to

his professional talents, the public are much indebted tor his

nautical observations, in many valuable sea-charts of Ame-

rica, the Mediterranean, British Channel, &c. &c.

NAVAL ANECDOTES,
COMMERCIAL HINTS,. RECOLLECTIONS, &c.

NANTES IN GURGITE VASTO.

A FRENCHMAN'S ACCOUNT OF THK r: ALT, A NT BEHVVIOUR OF AH

ENGLISHMAN, IV A MEMORABLE Si: A' FIGHT.

Tht following curious And interesting Article is exiracttd from a Worlt

publnhed many Tears ago, entitled, Memairf of a Protestantt condemned

to the Ga..ies of Fiance for bis Religion.

TN the beginning of Summer, 1708, Qtieen Anne, among many
" other fehips which weie put into commission, had one, a vessel of

seventy guns, commanded by Smith, a conceded papist, and
I
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one who bore an implacable hatred to his country. His Ship wa*

stationed to guard the coasts ; and, as she did not compose part of

any fleet, the Captain was at liberty to cruize with her as he thought

proper. He accordingly sailed to Gottenburgh, where he sold her

Majesty's man of war, whether to the King of Sweden, or to private

merchants, I do not remember. Be that as it will, the ship was

sold, and he received the price ; and immediately after retired to

France, to offer his services to Louis XIV, against his native coun-

try. The King received him very graciously, and promised him

the first Captain's commission that should be vacant ; but, in the

mean time, advised him to serve as a volunteer aboard the galley of

M. Langeion at Dunkirk ; and that orders should be given to receive

iiim with tliat respect which was his due. The advice of Kings is

but a concealed manner of commanding ; at least, Smith took it in

that light, and obeyed. The Chevalier Langeron received him very

politely, and entertained him at his own expense. In all our toilsome,

but fruitless expeditions to the coasts of England, Captain Smith

was one He would often advise us to a descent upon the coast,

in order to burn their towns, where he might at once have an oppor-

tunity of shewing his bravery, and gratifying his unnatural hatred j

but it was thought too dangerous to comply The coasts were

guarded by patrolling parties, while large bodies of trained troops

were placed at convenient distances from each other ; a species of

animal French sailors do not care to meddle with. Smith burning
with rage against England, had his head filled with nothing but

schemes to offend it : among the rest, he sent proposals to the French

Court, for burning Harwich, a little town situated at the mouth uf

the Thames, provided the six
gallies weie submitted to his command.

The King approved his project, gave orders to Commodore Lan-

geron to follow Captain Smith's instructions in the whole of the ex-

pedition, and to the Intendant, to furnish whatever was necessary
towards carrying it on. The Chevalier Langeron felt some repug-
nance at being subjected to the controul of a stranger, invested with

no commission ; however, he obeyed with seeming satisfaction, while

Smith gave the necessary directions fc>r collecting combustibles, and a

reinforcement of soldiers, with whatever else was thought necessary.

Every thing being in readiness, we put to sea on the 5th of Sep.

tember, in a fine clear morning, with a gentle favourable wind at

north-east. We arrived at the mouth of the Thames, without using

our oars, at about five in the evening. But Smith being of opinion

that we were too early, and that we might be discovered if we came

too near tlie shore, ordered us to stand off to sea till niglit-fal!,

and to make our descent when it was dark. We had not lain, to
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half an hour, when the sailor at the mast-head cried out,
' A fleet to

the north, steering west, thirty-six sail, merchant built, and escoued

by a frigate of about 30 cannon.' It was, in lact, a fleet of mer-

chant ships, which had left the Texel, and were making for the mouth

of the Thames.

Our Commodore immediately called a council of war, in which it

was concluded, that, without regarding Harwich, we sho'uld endea-

vour to make ourselves masters of this fleet ; that this would be doing
the King greater service than burning Harwich ; that an opportunity

would every day offer of doing that ; but so rich a booty as this

would seldom occur. These reasons, nevertheless, did not in the

least influence Captain Smith: he protested against their resolutions;

alledging, that his Majesty's orders should be obeyed, without being

drawn away by any diffxrent enterprise, and that we should steer to

the south, to prevent being seen by the fleet.

The council of war persevered in their resolution, secretly pleased

at thwarting the designs of a man whom they regarded with envy,

and whose success would but give them cause to repine.

The result of the deliberations of the council was, an order to the

six Captains to attack this fleet. We made all possible haste, with

both sails and oars ; .'.ad as it approached us, while we made towards

it, we soon came up.

Our Commodore had given orders to four of the
gallies

to invest, if

possible, and master the merchant ships, which was an easy matter,

as such vcsstls are for the most part defenceless ; while our galley,

which was Commodore, and that of Chevalier Mauvilliers, should

attack and become masters of the frigate, which served for convoy.
In pursuance of these dispositions, four gallies took a compass to

surround the merchantmen, snd cut off their entrance into the

Thames, while we went directly to attack the frigate. The frigate

perceiving our design, and the danger which threatened the whole, or

the greatest part of the fleet, took its measures accordingly. It was

an English ship, the Captain of which had the character of being one

of the most resolute, yet prudent Commanders in the British Navy :

and, indeed, his conduct in this conjuncture did not give fame the lie.

He ordered the merchantmen to crowd all the sail possible to get into

the Thames ; doubting not, for his own part, but he should be ..ble,

with his little frigate, to cut out work enough for six French gallics ;

and let what %vould be the result of the engagement, he was dctei mined

not to give out till he saw the Ships under his convoy in safety. Pur-

suant to this resolution, he spread his sails, and bore down upon us,

as if he intended to be the first aggressor.

. "ZF&ron, CJoI.XI. 3 *
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Of the two gallies ordered to attack the frigate, ours alone was in a

capacity to begin the engagement, 39 our associate had fallen back at

least a league behind us ; either because she did not sail so fast as we*

or else her Captain chose to let us have the honour of striking the

first blow. Our Commodore, who seemed no way disturbed at the

approach of the frigate, thought that our galley alone would be more

than a match for the Englishman ; but the sequel will shew, that he

was somewhat deceived in his conjecture.

As we both mutually approached each other, we were soon within

cannon-shot, and accordingly the galley discharged her broadside *.

The frigate, silent as death, approached us without firing a gun, but

seeming steadily resolved to reserve all her terrors for more close

engagements. Our Commodore, nevertheless, mistook English reso-

lution for cowardice : What, cried he, is the frigate weary of

carrying English colours ; and does she come to surrender without a

blow ? The boast was premature. Still we approached each other,

and now were within musket-shot. The galley incessantly poured in

her broadside and small arms ; the frigate, all this while, preserving

the most dreadful tranquillity that imagination can conceive. At last

the Englishman seemed all at once struck with a panic, and began to

fly for it. Nothing gives more spirits than a fljing enemy ; nothing

was heard but boasting among our Officers ; we could at one blast

sink a man of war; aye, that we could ; and with ease too. If Mr.

English does not strike in two minutes, down he goes down to the

bottom. All this time the fiigate was in silence, preparing for the

tragedy that was to ensue. Her flight was but pretended, and done

- with a view to entice s to board her in stern ; which, as being the

weakest quarter, gallies generally choose to attack. Against this

quarter they endeavour to drive their beak, and then generally board

the enemy, after having cleared the decks with their five pieces of

cannon. The Commodore, in such a favourable conjuncture as he

imagined this to be, ordered the galley to board, and bid the men at

the helm to bury her beak, if possible, in the frigate. All the sailors

* There is something very striking and terrible in the appearance of a galley

at the first onset.
' As soon as she comes alongside of the enemy, the galley's whole crew, in order

to strike terror, set up the most dreadful shout and roar that can be conceived :

perhaps not less terrible than the Indian war whoop. Our author observes,

that there certainly is something shocking and terrible in the approach of a

galley. Three hundred men, quite naked, roaring all at once, and rattling

their chains in the most hideous manner, cannot but impress the mind with

strange emotions ; they must have hearts well fortified who can sustain the en-

counter without trembling.
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and soldiers stood rea-!y with their sabres and battle-axes to execute

his commands. The frigate, who perceived our intentions, dexter-

ously avoided our beak, which was just ready to be dashed against .

her stern
;
so that, instead of seeing the frigate sink in the dreadful

encounter, as was expected, we had the mortification to behold her

fairly alongside of us; an interview which struck us with terror.

New it was that the English Captain's courage was conspicuous : as

he had foreseen what would happen, he was ready with his grappling

irons, and fixed us fast by his side. His artillery began to open,

charged with grape-shot ; all on board the galley were as much ex-

posed as if on a raft ; not a gun was fired that did not make terrible

execution ; we were near enough even to be scorched with the flame.

The English masts were filled with sailors, wli.i threw hand- grenades

among us like hail, that scattered wounds and death wherever they
fell. Our crew now no longer thought of attacking; they were

even unable to make the least defence. The terror was so great,

as well among the Officers as common men, that they seemed

incapable of resistance. Those who were neither killed or wounded,

lay flat, and counterfeited death, to find safety. The enemy per-

ceiving our fright, to add to our misfortunes, threw in forty or fifty

men, who, sword in hand, hewed down all that ventured to op-

pose them ; sparing, however, the slaves that made no resistance.

After they had cut away thus for some time, being constrained back

by our still surviving numbers, they continued to pour infernal fire

among us.

Chevalier Langeron, seeing himself reduced to this extremity, seeing

a great part of his crew either killed or wounded, was the only man

on board who had courage enough to wave the flag of distress, by
which he called the other gallies of the squadron to his aid.

The galley which had lain a- stern was soon up with us, and the

other four, who had almost taken possession of the merchantmen, upon

seeing our signal, and perceiving our distress, quitted the intended

prey to come to our assistance. Thus the whole fleet of merchant

ships saved themselves in the Thames. The gailies rowed with such,

swiftness, that in less than half an hour the whole six had encom-

paficd the frigate. Her men were now no longer able to keep the

deck, and she presented a favouiable opportunity of being boarded.

Twenty-five grenadiers from each, galley were ordered on the service.

They met with no opposition in coming ; but scarce were they crowded

upon deck, when they once again were saluted a FAngloit* The
Officers of the frigate were entrenched in the forecastle, and fired upon
the grenadiers incessantly. The rest of the crew also did what

.they were able through the gratings, and at last chared the
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ship of the enemy. Another detachment was ordered to board, but

with the same success ; however, it was at last thought advisable

with hatchets and other proper instruments to lay open her decks,

and -by that means make the crew prisoners of war. This was though
with extreme difficulty, executed j and in spite of their firing,

which

killed several of their assailants, the frigate's crew were at last con-

strained to surrender. The Officers were still in possession of the

forecastle, and still kept up as brisk a 6re as before. They also were

to be forced in like manner, which was not effected without loss,

Thus were all the ship's company made prisoners ex-:ept the Captain.

He took refuge in the cabin, where he fired upon us with the utmost

obstinacy ; swearing that he would spill the last drop of his blood

before he would seethe inside of a French prison. The rest of the

English Officers, who had by this time been conducted aboard us,

described their Captain, as a man perfectly fool hardy, as one deter-

mined to blow the frigate into the air, rather than strike, and painted

his resolution in such striking colours, that even the conquerors

trembled. Eveiy person now expected to see the frigate blown up,

while they themstlves must share the danger of so terrible a neigh-

bourhood. The way to the powdei room led through the cabin, and

that the English Captain was still possessed of; and were the frigate

blown up, it must have beei, attended with the most fatal effects to the

six gallies.
In this extremity, it was concluded to summon the

Captain in the most gentle terms, and to promise him the kindest

treatment upon surrendering. He only ai^wered all this by firing as

fast as he could. At length the last remedy was to be put imo exe-

cution, to take him dead or alive. For this purpose, a serjeant and

twelve grenadiers got orders with bayonets fixed to b eak optn his

door, and kill him if hf refused to surrender. The strjeant at the

head of his detachment, would soon have burst open his door, but the

Captain, who expected ail this, with his loaded pistol shot him through
the head. The grenadiers, apprehensive of the same fate, quickly
betook themselves to flight; nor was it in the power of any of the

Officers to prevail on them, once more to renew the engagement,

though seemingly so unequal. They alledged in their vindication, that

as they could advance into the room but one abreast, the Captain
would kill them all one after the other. Again recourse was had to

gentle methods, and intreaty was used, which at last had the desired

success. All this seeming resolution, this conduct, which appeared
rather the effect of insensibility than prudence, was artfully assumed

only to prolong the engagement till the merchant fleet were in safety,
which when the English Captain perceived from his cabin window,
he then began to listen to reason j yet still, to prolong the time asmucU
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as lay in his power, he pretended another obstacle to his surrendering;

he allerlged it as beneath him to deliver up his sword to any but the

Commodore, and desired that he would come down to receive it ;

adding, that brave men should only bt the prisoners of each other.

Accordingly a truce was agreed on, till his demand should be reported

to the Commodore, who sent back word by his Second Lieutenant,

that a Commander should never quit his post or his ship. At last

the Captain gave up his sword without farther parley, like a real

Englishman, despising ceremony, when ceremony could be no longer

useful. He was now brought before our Commodore, who could

not help testifying some surprize at the minute figure which had

made such a nvghty uproar.

He was hump-backed, pale-faced, and as mwch deformed in person

as beaut 'ful in mind. Our Commodore complimented him on his

bravery ; adding, that his present captivity was but the fortune of

wai, ihe ioss of his Ship, the safety of the fleet entrusted to his care,

and trn' he should have no reason to regret his being a prisoner ;

since, by the treatment he should receive, his bondage would be

merely nominal. I feel no regret, replied the little Captain : my
duty called me to defend my charge, though at tru loss of my vessel.

In what light my services may be represented to my country I know
nor cat e not. 1 might perhaps have had more honour among them

by saving his Majesty's Ship by flight, and I certainly should have

hal more pi-fit, z= I should still be continued in command: but this

consolation icm-iins, that I have served England faithfully, nor can I

ft el any private loss by an action which enriches the public, and serves

to make my country more happy. Your kind treatment of 'me may
not perl aps be without its reward ; though I should never have the

Opportunity, you will find some of my countrymen who have grati-

tude ; and that fortune, which now puts me in your power, may one

day put you into thtirs. The noble boldness with which he ex-

pressed imself charmed the Commodore : he returned him his sword;

adding, very politely,
' Take, Sir, a weapon no man better deserves

to wear ; forget that you are my prisoner, but remember I expect you
for my friend.' There was boon, however, some reason to repent of this

indulgence, as the consequences of giving him back his sword had likely

to have proved
fatJ. The Captain being introduced into the cabin of

the galK-y, beheld there bmith the traitor, and instantly knew him.

England hud set a price on this wretch's head of a thousand pounds ;

so that he regarded every thing th.it was English with the utmost

detestation. These two could not long behold each other, without

feeling those emotions, which a contrast between the greatest virtue

and vice occasions ; and the little Captain was all on fire to take ven-
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geance for his country on its betrayer. Perfidious man ! cried he,

drawing his sword, since the hand of justice cannot give you the death

you merit, take it from mine; and at the same time he ran against

him, resolved to plunge his sword in his breast : fortunately for both

the Commodore was near enough to prevent the rashness of his con-

duct, by taking the assailant in his arms, and stopped the meditated

blow, to the great regret of the Captain, who vowed he had been
better pleased with such an action, than to have taken six gallics.

Captain Smith represented it to the Commodore as highly unfit that

the prisoner should be in the same galley with him, and begged him
to remove him to another, which the Commodore refused, alledging,
that as he was his prisoner, he must remain where he was, birt that

Captain Smith had his choice of any of the other five gallies for his

residence. We took possession of our prize, which was called the

Nightingale : the name of the brave little fellow who commanded her

I have forgotten.

Of the horrible carnage and havoc made among the enemy by the

brave English, upon this desperate occasion, our readers may form

some idea by the following particulars, added by our unfortunate

author, who thus relates his own providential escape :

With respect to myself, says he, I escaped death almost miracu-

lously ; the manner is too strongly imprinted on my poor maimed

body, for any of the circumstances to escape my mind.

We have seen how the frigate avoided being boarded, by dex

terously turning to lie on our side, by which we were exposed to the

fire of her artillery, charged with grape shot. It happened that my
seat, on which there were five Frenchmen and one Turk, lay just

opposite one of the cannons, which, as I readily perceived, was charged,

The two vessels lay so close, that by raising my body in the least,

I could touch the cannon with my hand. A neighbourhood so terri-

ble, filled us all with silent consternation. My companions lay flat

on their seat, and in that position endeavoured to avoid, or rather

waited the coming blow. I had presence of mind sufficient to ob-.

serve, that this gun was pointed in such a manner, that those who lay

flat would receive almost all its contents ; and accordingly was deter-

mined to sit upright, since as I was chained it was impossible entirely to.

quit my station. In this manner then I awaited death, which,

however, I had scarce any hopes of escaping. My eyes were fixed

upon the Gunner, who, with his lighted match, was employed in dis-

charging every piece, one after the other. I saw him approach
nearer and nearer to the fatal one, and felt all that opposition of pa..

sions so consonant to my circumstances, dread of immediate pain, and

hope of ensuing happiness. I lifted my heart tq my Goda in all tht>
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ecstacy of fervent devotion. Have pity, O Father ! on my poor soul ;

and as thou hast allotted me to mourn on earth, may I be comforted

with thyself in heaven ! I now felt stronger assurances of divine

mercy than I had ever before experienced, and looked upon death

as with philosophic, nay more, with Christian fortitude. I had the

constancy to observe the Gunner apply the lighted match ; what fol-

lowed I only knew by the consequence-. The explosion had stunned

me, I was blown from my scat upon the coursk-r, which was as far as

my chain would permit. Here I remained, I cannot say how long,

lying across the body of the Lieutenant of the galley, tfho had been

killed some time before. The space, however, must have been consi-

derable, as I afterwards gathered from different circumstances. At
last recovering my senses, and finding myself lying upon a dead body,
I crept back to my seat. It was night, and the darkness was such,

that I could neither see the blood that was spilled, nor the carnage
that was heaped around me. I imagined that cheir former fears still

operated upon my companions ;
and that they still kept on their

bellies, to avoid the no longer threatening danger. I felt no pain
from any wound, and thought all in perfect safety. I remained in

this complacency of thought for some time, and even took a malig-
nant pleasure in the continuance of the terrors of my fellow slaves.

But at la-,t, desirous to free them from their fears, I gently kicked

him that lay next me, ' Rise my boy,' said I,
' the danger is over.' I

received no answer j I spoke louder, but still all was silent around me.

The Turk of our seat, one remarkable for his truth and probity, who
had been chained next me, was lying among the rest ; he had been a

janissary,
and had frequently boasted of his never knowing what fear

was. I was accordingly resolved to rally the fillow upon his present

behaviour. ' What, houj '.'' cried I,
* where is your boasted intrepidity

now ? For shame rise, the slaughter is over.' Upon this I went to

raise him by the hand, when, U hoiror ! m;. blood s:ill freezes at the

remembrance; his hand came away from his body; and with it

deadly coldness, chilled me with more than usual terror. I threw it

back with detestation on the body of the poor wretch to whom it

belonged, and quickly perceived that my companions were mashed to

pieces, by that very discharge which J avoided; and that of six, I

alone remained the miserable survivor. I was sitting in a pensive pos-
ture on the slaves' seat ; and had not been long in this attitude, when
I perceived something moist and cold run down my body, which was

naked I
j.u*. my hand to the place and fouua it wet

;
but as it wa

dark, I was unable to distinguish what it was. I suspected it, how-

ever, to be blood flowiug from some v ound ; and following with my
hand the course of the stream, I found my shoulder, near the clavicle.
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was pierced quite through. I now felt another gash In my left leg,

below the knee, which also went through ; again another, made, I

suppose, by a splinter, which ripped the integumtnts of my belly ; it

was a foot long, and four inches broad. I lost a great quantity of

blood, before I could have any assistance; all near me were dead, as

well those before and behind me, as those of my own seat. Of eigh-

teen persons on the three seats, there was left surviving only me,

wounded as I was in three different places, and all by the explosion

of one cannon only. But if we consider the manner ofcharging with

grape shot, our wonder at such prodigious slaughter will cease.

After the cartouche of powder, a long tin-box, filled with musket balls,

rammed in. When the piece is fired, the box breaks, and scatters its

contents most eurprizingly.

I was now forced to wait till the battle was ended, before I could

expect any relief. All on board were in the utmost confusion ; the

dead, the dying, and the wounded, lying upon each other, composed
ihe fright 'ill scene. Groans from those who desired to be freed from

the dead ; blasphemies from the slaves who were wounded to death,

arraigning Heaven for making their end not less unhappy than their

lives had been. The coursier could not be passed, from the dead bo-

dies that lay on it. The seats were filled not only with slaves, but

also with sailors and Officers, who were wounded or slain. Such was

the carnage, that the living hardly found rorm to throw the killed

into the sea, or succour the wounded. Add to all this, the obscurity

of the night (for we could not light a candle for fear of being seen by
the four men of war already mentioned). All this considered, I say,

where could misery have been found equal to mine ? We continued

thus embarrassed for a great part of the night ; till at last, upon the

surrendering of the frigate, all things were adjusted as well as time

and circumstances could permit. The five other gallies gave all the

assistance in their power ; putting the wounded, the oars, and other

tackling in the vessel, in the best order they could. Their loss was

by no means equal to ours : they therefore, with all the dispatch and

all the silence in their power, gave us assistance. Dispatch and si-

lence were absolutely necessary ; for we could discern several lights

leaving the mouth of the Thames ; and could hear several signals made

by cannon, wh ;ch, by the flashes, seemed to approach ; by which we

were confirmed, that these were men of war sent out to pursue us.

The first concern of the sailors was to throw the dead overboard, and

to stow the wounded in the hold. But so much did their fear of being

made prisoners encrease their dispatch, that 1 verily believe as great a

number of the living were thrown over for dead, as of those who

were dead in reality : for in the confusion of the night, they flung

4
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er all who shewed no signs of life ; though several, through fear,

or loss of blood, were insensible, but by proper treatment, might

easily have been restored. In this manner I had like to have found

that death from my barbarous countrymen, which I had escaped frorri

the enemy. When the keeper came to unchain the killed and wound-

ed of my seat, I was fallen into a swoon, without sense or motion ;

lying among the dead, bathed in their blood and my own, which,

flowed from my wounds in great abundance. This made the keeper:

and his attendants conclude, that all on that seat were killed. They
accordingly did but u'fichain the slaves, and then threw them over,

\vithout any previous examination : it was sufficient for them if the

body neither spoke nor cried. In short, those marine undertakers did

their work so precipitately, that they emptied the seat in an instant.

My departed comrades, it is true, were not in very equivocal circum-

stances, as they had been too strongly impressed with the hand of

death to be mistaken ; and they were thrown over limb by limb.

Mine was the only body that remained entire ; but dead to all appear-
ance. I was going to be unchained accordingly, in order to keep my
fellow-slaves company. I had been chained by the left leg; and, as

I have said already, was also wounded -in the same. The keeper

grasped this leg in his hand, while an assistant endeavoured to wrench!

open the ring by which I was fastened to the chain. Fortunately for

me the keeper happened to press his ringers against my wound so

strongly, that the pain revived me. I roared out in inexpressible an-

guish, which made the ftllov? let go his grasp. I now perceived their

intention ; and fearing lest they might still put id in execution, criedf

out as loud as I could,
'

Pray do not throw me iny 1 am not yet dead !*

They upon this carried me to the hold, among the resft of the

wounded, and threw me upon a cable made up into a rolea'u : perhap*

the hardest bed of repose that ever a many in thi agonizing pain I

then felt, had to lie on.

The wounded were thrown Ihdiscriniinately into the field ; petty

officers, sailors, soldiers, and slaves : there was no distinction of

places, no bed to lie on, nor any succour to be had. With respect

to myself, I continued three days in this miserable situation. The
blood coming from my wotinds was stopped by a little spirits of wine

but there was no bandage used, nor did the Surgeon once come to ex-

amine whether I was dead or alive. In this suffocating hoe the

wounded, who might otherwise have survived; <Med in great number*.

The heat and the smell were intolerable ; so that tne slightest sore

seemed disposed to mortify ; whilst those who had lost lirabs, Of re-

ceived large wounds, went off by an universal putrefaction,*

/Bat), <Jt91t. Clol.-XI, a v
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ACCOUXT OF MARY-AXXE TALBOT, OTHFRWIJE Join? TATTX>K..

ACCORDING to an account of this ecccntrick ftmale, recently

published by herself, she is the youngest of sixteen natural children,

whom her mother, \yho died in child-birth of twins, had by the late

Lord William Talbot, Baron of Hensol, Steward of his Majesty'
3

Household, and Colonel of the Glamorganshire militia, with whom
she kept a secret correspondence for several years. Of her mother's

family nothing is known. She was born in London, on the 2d of

February, 1778,. in the house now in part occupied by Mr. Gosling

the banker, in Lincoln's Inn Fields. For the lirst five years of her

life she remained at nurse in a> village near Shrewsbury, and the suc-

ceeding nine were passed at a boarding school in Chester, under the

protection of an elder and only surviving sister. Her sister dying, a

gentleman residing at Newport took upon himself the authority of

guardian, rem vcd her from school, and placed her in his own family,,

where, however, sh remained but a shoit time before she was intro-

duced to an Officer in an infantry regiment, to whom her soi'disanf

guardian most infamously consigned her. This Officer brought her

with him to London, where, having accomplished his designs on her

person, he compelled her to assume male attire, and to accompany
him in the menial capacity of foot-boy to the West Indies. In this

new scene our heroine underwent the fatigue and distress attendant on

a very bad passage, and experienced the most unfeeling treatment

from her protector. Her stay, however, in the West Indies, was but

of short continuance, for her master's regiment was ordered to the

continent, whither she also was compelled to proceed, under the threat

of being sent up the country as a slave, In the capacity of a drummer.
Towards the end of the siege of Valenciennes she received two

wounds; the first, from a musket ball, which, glancing between her

breast and collar bone, struck her rib ; the other on the small of her

back from an accidental stroke of an Austrian trooper's broad-sword.

From the dread of her sex being discovered, she carefully concealed

her wounds, the cure of which she at length effected by the assistance

of a little basilican, lint, and Dutch drops. In the attack upon the

town, her tyrant was killed ; and, having formed the resolution of

deserting, she threw off her drummer's dress, assumed that of a sailor

boy, which she had reserved, quitted the regiment, and at length

reached Luxembourg, where she engaged with the Commander of a

French lugger, on board of which she embarked in September 1793.

Mary-Anne thought this vessel had been a trader, but soon found

that her views were of a hostile nature. The Frenchman cruised

about for a considerable time, but without success, till he at last fell
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in with the British fleet, under the command of Admiral Lord Howe,
then in the Channel. Mary-Anne, though severely beaten by the

French Captain, obstinately persisted in refusing to light against her

countrymen. A slight resistance was made by the lugger ; but she

soon yielded, and Le Sage (the Captain) and his crew were carried on

board the Q^een Charlotte to be examined by Lord Howe. Being

questioned by his Lordship on the cause of serving on board an

enemy's ship, she briefly told him, that being without friends in

England, she had accompanied a gentleman to the Continent, in the

capacity of foot-boy, on whose death she had, in the greatest distress,

reached Luxembourg, in hopes of finding a passage to her native

country ; but finding thfct impossible, it being at that time in possession
of the trench, she was constrained to enter into Le Sage's vessel,

having experienced, during the short stay she had made in the town,
no attention to her distress, chiefly, as she imagined, from being

English : that her determination, from the moment she engaged with

Captain Le Sage, was to desert on the first opportunity that offered

to forward her passage to England ; but had she known that the

intention of Le Sage was to act in an offensive manner against her

countrymen, she assured his Lordship she would rather have perished

than have been induced to set her foot on board his vessel, having,

previous to sailing, taken him to be Commander of a merchantin :n,

and as such engaged with him Fortunately for Mary- Anne, his

Lordship's enquiries were not too minute : she obtained a favourable

dismissal, and was afterwards stationed on board the Brunswick, Cap-
tain Harvey. She had not been long on board the Brunswick, when

Captain Harvey, observing her cleanliness and manner to be different

from those of many lads on board, questioned her as to her friends, and

whether she had not run away from some school, to try the sea.

Mary-Anne related such of her adventures as were consistent with

the concealment of her sex, after which Captain Harvey promoted
hsr to be his principal cabin loy t in which capacity she continued to

serve him until the enemy's fleet came in sight. Jn the spirited action

to which the gallant Captain Kairey owed his death, just before the

coming up of the Ra'.nilies, Mary- Anne received a severe wound above

the ancle of her left leg, by a grape-shot, that struck on the afttrmost

brace of the gun, which rebounding on the dec!:, lodged in her leg ;

notwithstanding which she attempted to rise several times, but without

effect, and on the last effort part of the bone projected through the

skin, in such a manner as wholly to prevent her standing, if she had

been able to rise. To complete her misfortune, she received another

wound by a musket ball, which went completely through her thigh,

SL little above the knee of the same Itg. She lay in this crippled state
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till the engagement was over, when she was conveyed to the cockpit j

but, though subjected to the most excruciating pain, the grape-shot
could not be extracted, through fear of injuring the tendons, among
which it lay. On the arrival of the Brunswick at Spithead, Mary-
Anne was conveyed to Haslar Hospital, from which, after four

months' attendance as an out-patient, she experienced a partial cure,

and \vas discharged.

After her discharge from the hospital, she entered on board the

Vesuvius bomb, Captain Tomlinson, then belonging to the squadron
under the command of Sir Sidney Smith. Having sailed to the Me-
diterranean and back, the Vesuvius was boarded by two privateers

pff the French coast. Mary-Anne, as a prisoner, was conveyed to

Dunkirk, and lodged in the prison of St. Clair, where she endured 4

long illness, and much'-severity of treatment. An exchange of pri-

soners at length took place, and Mary-Anne accidentally meeting
with an American Captain, engaged with him, and sailed to America,

as Ship's Steward. From this gentleman our female sailor experien-

ced the most friendly treatment. She resided with his family at New

York, during the stay of the Ship, and was subjected to much em-

barrassnient on account of an attachment conceived for her by the

Captain's jiiece, who Actually proposed marriage, and obtained a mi-

niaturq of her beloved, in the full uniform of an American Officer, for

which she. Mary-Anne, paid eighteen dollars.

Some t-rne after her return to England, Mary-Anne was assailed by
a prtss-g^ng, wou.nded on the head by a cutlass, and conveyed on

board the tender, where she remained for several days, and oi.ly ob-

tained her liberty by the disclosure of her sex. After this event, shp

sent for her friend, the American Cap'.ain, to whom she also imparted

her secret. He was anxjou$ for her to. continue her disguise, and

return with him to America, but this she declined.

Mary- Anne made numerous applications to the Navy Pay-office,

Somerset House, for money due to her for service on board the

Brunswick and the Vesuvius; but, having been repeatedly disap-

pointed, her language was one day somewhat indecorous, in conse-

quence of which she was conveyed to Bow Street, where she under.i

vent a long examination. She was at length dismissed, and several

gentlemen, commiserating her sufferings, entered into a subsciiption,

from which she obtained considerable relief. Since this period, how-

ever, she has received her money from the Navy Office, as John

Taylor, (the name which her military protector compelled her to

assume, and by which she was entered on the books.) In February,

'. 797> *he grape-shot which had been lodged in her leg wotkcd itself

put. She has been
in, different hospitals, and under the care of.
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several medical men, but lias not yet been able to obtain a permanent

.cure. She enjoys a pension from her Majesty of 20!. a year, but is

at present in very indigent circumstances. She may be extolled for

her intrepidity ; but the reflecting mind will commiserate her mu-

fortun.es rather than admire her character.

AXKCDOTK OF TIIK LATE ADMIRAL LOttD HA.TVKT..

THE Cicerone of the parish church of Stoneham, In

Hampshire, which contains a very excellent monument

to the memory of this illustrious Officer *, relates the fol-

lowing anecdote :

When I was a school-boy, my father told me this story of the gallant

Commander : Captain Hawke was in such high estimation with his

good eld Master, George II, that nothing seemed more pleasant to

lu's Majesty than to advance the interests of so faithful a servant.

Once, when there were to be promotions in the army and navy, the

K-ing demanded to look at the lists ; when, reading the names of th?

former as they stood, and making a pause between, each had a friend

to speak of his merits, except poor Major Wolfe. " What !" said his

Majesty,
" is there no one to spenk for Wolfe ?" The Earl of Ches-

tertkld, who it seems was no great friend to the Major, observed,

that Wolfe had all the rashness of a madman. His Majesty, who had

well weighed his worth, answered hastily, in his plain but honest

way,
" So much the better, my Lord ;

I will promote him for that,

and I hope he will bite some of my Generals." No great compli-

tnent to those of that quality who might be present. Upon reading

over the navy list, the conduct was similar, till the King came to

Hawke : all were silent.
" What," said his Majesty,

" has Hawke

done, that no one will speak for him ? The silence continued.

** Well," rejoined the King, then I will speak for him : Hawke

shall be my Admiral." This coming from George II, was eulogium

enough for any one ; for no King ever knew better how to find out

merit, or delighted more to reward it.

^r-,^^^

CLOTH BOAT-

LATELY at Paris, in the School of Natation, the first experi-

ment was made of a cloth boat, impermeable to air and water, (the

.invention of Citizen Desquinemarat Mechanical Engineer and Member
of the Society of Inventions and Discoveries,) in presence of Citizen

Bralle, Hyc'iaulic 1L :

(

;:neer in Chief of the Department of the Seine;

* rids 2SAVAJ. CHKONICLE, Vol. VII, page 471.
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as likewise of Citizen Magin, Inspector-General of Navigation, and

of several members of different learned societies. The results of these

experiments were such, that the directors of the manufactory were

cogently induced to submit them to the inspection of the Class of

Physical, and Mathematical Sciences of the Institute, with a view to

decide OH the useful purposes to which this novel invention may be

applied. In the interim, the boat is open every day to the inspection

of all comers at the manufactory, in the me Notre Dame des Champs,
at Paris, Fauxbourg St. Germain.

MUTHOD OF PURIFYING WATER.

M. DEYEUX lately made, at the school of medicine, a public

experiment on its iiltres for purifying and clarifying waters. A vessel

was brought him containing water taken out of the kennel, and

another filled from a tub in which carcases had been immersed upwards
of three weeks. Having poured them upon his filtres, the water

ran off in a few minutes perfectly clear, limpid, without taste or smell,

equally bright and inviting as if it had been distilled from the rocks.

The filtre used by M. Deyeui: was only a large tin funnel, coatain-

ing at the bottom a few pieces of glass, intended merely to support and

prevent the pipe of the funnel from being choaked by the small pieces

of charcoal with which it was about two-thirds filled, The char-

coal was broken into small pieces of about two lines, or five cubic

millimetres; it might even be broken still smaller, provided it was

rot reduced to powder, which might easily be prevented by passing

through a sieve. The other third part of the funnel was intended

for the reception of the water.

vX-S^-.X*

NEW PREPARATION OF VINEGAR.

TAKE a cask made of oak, of a size proportioned to the quantity
of vinegar required ; this cask must have a bung about an inch and u

half from the bottom, for the purpose tf drawing off the liquor, but

it must be stt on one end to perform the operation. Rain or river

water only can be used for this preparation : a quantity of each must

be put into the cask equal tj the quantity of vinegar required.

To thirteen quarts of water add half a pint of brandy, four ounces

of tartar of wine, twelve ounces of sugar, and six of yeast. Reduce

t.. . tartar and sugar to powder, disjoive it in warm rain-water, adding
the yeast, so as to form a thick solution, which, being mixed with

the brandy, must be poured into the cask, and the latter must be

placed in a warm situation for about six weeks.
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Before the cask is bunged up, the water, and other ingredients con-

tained in it, should be shaken together, to mix them as much as pos-

sible. Half an hour is sufficient to render the mixture complete, after

which it must be left in repo;e for the time specified. This vinegar,

when drawn off into bottles and well corked, will keep a long time,

and is not inferior to any vinegar hitherto known.

CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS

[Continued from page 396-]

Ha ! total Night, and Horror, here preside ;

My stunn'J ear tingles to the whizzing tide ;

It is their funeral knell ! and gliding near,

Methinks the phantoms of the Dead appear.
But lo ! emerging from the watery grave,

Again they float incumbent on the wave ;

Again the dismal prospect opens round,

The wreck, the shores, the dying, and the drown'd.

FAI.CONZR.

rO THE EDITOR OF THE NAVAL CHRONICLE.

319.,

HPHE subjoined article is an abridgement of a printed
" Narrative of a Shipwreck on tbt Island ofCape Breton,

in a Voyage from Quebec, 1780. By S. W. PRENTIES, En-

sign of the 84^ Regiment of Foot." The following critical

opinion on the original, given in the Monthly Review for

August, 1782, will, 1 trust, form a sufficient apology for

my troubling you with the abridgement. That respectable

publication says :

*' The resources to avoid cold, and sustain life, amidst

this scene of wretchedness, (the scene described in the nar-

xative,) almost realise the fictions of de Foe, in his Robinson.

Cruioe ; and probably exceed the contrivances of Alexander

Selkirk, the genuine hero of that admired story. The pre-

sent narrative is very interesting. It is related with modera-

tion and gpod sense. The author hath given us a striking:

example of unshaken fortitude j and, at the same time, hath
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displayed a fertility of invention, more particularly conspi-
cuous in the most desperate situations."

Should you consider the article worthy of insertion in

your valuable work, the second part shall be transmitted at

an early opportunity.
Yours, &c. L.

NARRATIVE.

ON the i /th of November, 1780, I embarked on board the

St. Lawrence brigantine, then lying in the bason of Quebec, and

bound to New York, being charged with dispatches from General

Haldimand, Commander in Chie'f in that province, to Sir Henry-
Clinton. The same day we weighed anchor, and dropped down to

Patrick's hole, in the island of Orleans, in company with a schooner

bound to the same port, on board of which was an Ensign Drum-

mond, of the 44th regiment,. with duplicates of General Haldimand's

dispatches, lu this place we were detained six days by a contrary

wind.

On the 24th, we got under weigh, and proceeded down the river

St. Lawrence, as far as the Brandy Pots, about forty leagues from

Quebec. At this place the wind veered about to the north-east,

which obliged us again to anchor. The weather was intensely cold ;

and the vessel, being leaky, made so much water as to render it ne-

cessary to keep one pump continually going. A change of wind soon

after enabled us to proceed on our voyage, and to make the island of

Anticosti, at the month of the river St. Lawrence; when the wind

coming round again to the eastward, we were obliged to beat off and

on between this island and cape Roziere for four days ; our vessel at

the same time increasing her leaks so, that we were under the neces-

sity of keeping both pumps constantly at work. Being now in a

higher latitude, the severity of the cold had increased in proportion,

and the ice began to form so fast about the Ship as to alarm us ex.

ceedingly, lest we should be entirely .surrounded by it. To the task

of cutting and breaking it away, with that of keeping the pumps at

work, the crew were scarcely equal, only nineteen persons being on

board, of whom six were passengers, and the remainder very indiffer-

ent seamen. As for the Master, instead of attending to his duty,
be remained continually in a state of intoxication in his cabin.

On the ayth, the wind came round to the N. W., and we proceeded

down 'the gulf of St. Lawrence, with two feet water in the Ship's-,

hold. The wind kept gradually increasing till the i st of December,

when it blew a perfect gale from the north-west quarter ; ar.d the-
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Ship's crew being now almost overcome witli cold and fatigue, seeing

iio prospect of gaining upon the leak, the water having already

increased to four feet in the hold, nor a possibility of making any

port, came to the resolution of working no longer at the pumps.

However, by the force of persuasion and promises, together with the

timely distribution of a pint of wine per man, which I had fortunately

brought on board, they were diverted from this desperate resolution ;

observing, however, that whether the vessel tilled or not was a matter

of no consequence. The delay thus occasioned, had increased the

depth of water another foot ; but the men, being encouraged by
the wine, which was served to them every half hour, succeeded so

far as to reduce the water in the space of two hours to less than three

feet. The Captain still remained in his cabin.

During the zd and 3d of December the gale seemed to increase,

and the ice formed so thick on the Ship's sides as very much to

impede her way through the water, the leak continuing to gain ground.
The schooner that was in company was in as leaky a condition as

our own vessel, having struck upon some rocks at the island of Coudres.

A heavy snow beginning to fail, it was with the utmost difficulty we

could ge-t sight of each other, and, in order not to part company,
fired 3 gur. every half hour. The schooner at length made no answer

to our guns, whence we concluded she had foundered ; nor were we

wrong in our supposition. There were sixteen persons on board,

every one of whom perished.

On the following day the gale increased prodigiously.
The men

being excessively fatigued, the water had risen to its usual quantity

of between four and five feet. The Mate judged, from the distance

we had run, that we could not now be far from the Magdalen Islands*

which lie about midway in the gulf of St. Lawrence. This conjec-

ture was but too well founded; for, in less than two hours, we heard

the sea breaking upon the rocks, and soon after discovered the prin-

cipal island, called the Dead man, close under our lee, the point of

which we with the greatest difficulty weathered. Having happily

c;tared the main island, we were still far from thinking ourselves

secure; for being unable, on account of the heavy fall of snow, to see

many yards a-head of the vessel, and being in the midst of the small

islands, there appeared very little probability that we should pass clear

of them all in the same manner. Not being able to distinguish any
one in time to avoid it, we were obliged to leave the vessel to the direc-

tion of Providence, and foitun.ately ran through them all without

damage.

During the night, the gale continuing, and the sea running very

li^gh, we were apprehensive of being pooped j which in fact hap.

13*9. C&ron. Qol.Xl. M
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pened ; for, about five in the morning of the 5ih, a large wave broke

on the Ship's quarter, which stove in our dead lights, filled the cabin,

and washed the Master out of his bed, where he had remained ever

since the commencement of the gale. By this accident, we soon

discoveied, from the inert ase of the leaks, that the stern post had been

Started by the impulse of the sea. Having nothing in the after hold,

no resource was Itft but that of nttemptinjf to stop the leaks with

beef; but this expedient proved in iFectual, and the water gamed on

us faster than ever. The sailors, finding all their endeavours fruitless,

abandoned themselves to despair, and again refused to work at the

pumps any longer. They had not however long remained inac-

tive before we once more persuaded them to make another effort

to clear the vessel ; when, to our great surprise and consternation, we
found the purrps so hard frozen that it was impossible to r ove them.

All endeavours now to ketp the Ship clear were ineffectual, so that

in a very short time she filled to the water's edge. Notwithstanding,
whi. n the vessel was quite full, we observed she was very little deeper

in the water than bciore; and then recollecting that we had a quantity

of lumber on board, we immediately accounted for the phenomtn n of

her not sinking beyojid a certain depth in the water, and be^a.i to

recall hopes of saving our lives at least, if we coul 1 but prevent her

from oversetting till we could make the island of St. John's, or *omc

other island in the gulf. Having no guns, and not much lumber on

deck to make the Ship top-heav , we contrived to ketp her fr<>m

o^ersetling by steering directly before the wind. The cabin, being

raised above the level of the main -eck, was tolerably clear of vvater,

and afforded us some little shelter from the severity of the weather.

Thither we retired, leaving only one man upon deck te govern the

helm, who was fastened by a rope to prevent his being carried away

by the waves, which at times ma :e a free passage over us.

The gale still continued witiiout remission, the snow falling so

thick at the same time, as to prevent our seeing to the mast-head,

The Captain imagined that wt mu*t be near the island of St. John's,

which lies between the Magdalen islands and the gut of Canso. This

gave us hopes of saving our lives, in case we could run ashore on some

sat dy part of it, till they were dashed by the further information we

had from the Captain, that tbt north-east side of the island was

nothing but a continued reef of rocks from one end to the other, and

that theie'was but one harbour where Ships could put in. w ich he

recollected was on the opposite side of the island. In a few hours

after, we observed the waves grew shorter and break higher, which;

is always found to be the case on approaching the shore j and likewise

a number of gulls and ducks flying about, a further sign we could not

be far distant from it*
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The Captain proposed bringing the 'hip to, to keep her off the

land; which I opposed, as well as the Mate, urging the probability

that we should overset htr in the attempt. Our opinion, however,

was rejected ; and an attempt was made to brace about the fore-yard ;

but it was found impracticable, the ropes and blocks being covered

with ice. We were therefore obliged to let it remain as before; and

the water having suddenly changed its colour, we expected the Ship
to strike every instant. Small as our expectations were of saving our

Hvv s, I thought it incumbent on me to take every precaution to save

the dispatches I was charged with, and therefore ordered my servant

to open my trunks, and collect all the letters they contained, which I

put into a handkerchief, and fastened about my waist. He at the

same time offered me the money he found in them, to the amount of

one hundred and eighty guineas, which I desired him to dispose of as

he thought proper, thinking it in the present emergency rather an

incumbrance than a matter worthy of preservation. My servant,

however, thought otherwise, and tock care to secure the Ctsh.

The weather continued th.:ck as usual till about one o'clock, when

suddenly clearing up, we discovered the land, at about three leagues*

distance. This sight gave us no small satisfaction, taking it at first

to be the isla d of St. John's; but on a nearer view found, fiom the

plans which we had on board, that it had not the least appearance of

that island, there being no such mountains and precipices laid down as

ve discovered. On drawing niyher we observed the sta break high,
and have a very dismal appearance about three miles from the land.

As it was necessary for us to pass though those breakers ere we could

gain the shore, we expected that our fai.e would be determintd there ;

but, contrary to our expectations, there was a considerable depth of

water, so that we went over the reef without touching, though not

wiihotit shipping many heavy seas. The land now began to have

a H read ftil appearance, seeming, at the distance we were off, to be

h, h and rocky ; but on approaching within a mile of it, we had the

pleasure of descrying a fine sandy beach and a bold shore. 1 he sea

ran high, but not to such a degree as on the reef we had already

passed. As we advanced, the water continued to have a dep h beyond
our most' sanguine wishes, so as to allow us to come within fifty or

sixty yards of the beach before we struck. I^ow v. as the time for

every man's apprehensions to be on the r, ck, as we might expect, on

touching the shore, that the ship would go to pieces At length she

grounded with a violent concussion. On the nist stroke the main-

mast went out of the step, and on the second the fore mast; but

neither of them fell over the side, the d?al boards in the hold b' ing

stowed so close together that the ma.-us had no room to play be.ow ;

at the same time the vudder was unshipped with such violence as to



45z. CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS.

be near killing one of the sailors. As soon as the Ship had grounded,
the sea began to beat over her in every part, each wave lifting h; r foih

or five feet nearer the shore. In a short space of time the stern V.MS

beat- in by the sea; and then, having r.o shelter in the cabin, w-;

\vere obliged to go upon deck, and hang by the shrouds, lest we

should be washed ovei board. In this wtuaticn we remained till the

vessel was beaten so high by the waves, that we could venture to

walk upon deck. We then perceived that the Ship's keel was broken,

which we imagined would occasion her to go to pieces : this, how-

ever, did not happen for the present ;
which I can only attribute io

the boards in the hold being so interwoven with each other, and

frozen together by the ice, as to give a degree of solidity to the

vessel. Having cleared the boat of ice, and prepared her for launch-

ing, I ordered some liquor to be distributed to those who were yet

sober, and then asked, if any were willing to erabaik with me in the

boat, and make the attempt to gain the shore. The sea running so

high> that it appeared scnjcely possible for the boat to live in it for a

minute, very few were willing to make an experiment so full cf risk;

so that all who offered themselves were the Mate and two sailors,

together with my servant, and a boy who was a passenger on board.

At length we got the boat into the water; and having throw?i into it

an axe and a saw, I leaped in, followed by my servant and the Mate.

1 he boy followed us, but net springing far enough, fell into the

water. This accident was, in the issue, of fatal consequence to the

unfortunate youth. The two sailors next leaped into the boat, an-1

all the others row seemed ready to follow the example, when 1 found

it necessary to shove her off from the Ship's side, lest, being very

small, she should sink, by so many persons crowding in together.

The Ship was lying about forty yaids from the shore; but, before w

got half way to it, we were overtaken by a wave which almost filled

the boat, and the next drove us on the dry sand. What most affected

us now was the distress of our companions whom we had left on board,

whose lamentations and cries for help we could hear very distinctly,

But it was impossible fur us to afford tlrem any assistance. Our boat

being beat high upon the sand, could now be of no use either to us or

to them.

The night was approaching ; and the gale continuing as severe as

ever, we were obliged to wade with extreme difficulty, up to our

waists in snow, to the shelter of a thick wood about two hundred

and fifty yards from the beach. This afforded some relief from the

piercing North-west wind; yet a fire was still wanting to waim our

frozen limbs, and we had not wherewithal to kindle one. We had

indeed taken the precaution to put a tinder box in the boat, but tin:

water had rendered it totally useless. Being better acquainted with
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the nature of cold climates than any of my companion", I therefore

recommended it to them to move about, for the purpose of keeping
the blood in motion by exercise. Tv]y advice was strictly adhered

to for about half an hour, when the young passenger, already men-

tioned, being overcome by the severity of the weather, threw rTrr^elf

down in order to bleep. I Ubtd my utmost endeavours to rouse him,

but to no purpose. After walking about for half an hour longer,

during which lime I fJt such a strong desire to sleep, that I should

l.uve lain down Ottrsclf, had I not been aware of ihe fatal consequence's

attending ir, I went to the place wheie the boy lay, and piuting my
hand on his fare, and finding it qm;e coLl, I observed to the Mat e

who was close by, that I believed he was dead. To which the youth
answered immediately, that he w<-.s not yet dead, but would be so

veiy shoitly ; and requested I would wr'te, if I survived, to his father

at New York, and inform him of the circumstances of his son's mis-

fortuhe-. In about ten minutes we fouiid that he had cxpiied, and, as

I imagined, without any pain whatever.

The death e,f the boy could v.ot deter the rest of my fellow, snf-

ftre-vs fro.n giving \*:yto this drowsy sensation ; and three of thc:n

l.-ty
down in spite of my repeated exhortations to the contrary.

1 i ding it nrp<j'>\bie to keep them on their legs,
I broke a br

and desiring tl.>e M.ite to elo the same-, our cinplc.yn-.ciil during the

remainder of thfr night was to prevent them from sleeping, by bea:inr

them continually with the branches. The day light at Itt.gih appeared,

and I soon found that the
Ic-gs

of my companions were frozen at le~i*t

half way up. They rubbed them with s:ie-w for a considerable tiui'',

but to liule purpose, for il w..s impossible to restore them to their

feeling.

I then went \\itli the Mate dorm. to the beach, to see if we could

discover any traces of the Ship ; aiid to our gieat surprise and satisfac-

tion fuu'id th.it she hi'd not yet gone to pieces, though the wind

continued with unabated severity. My first study was, how to get
our companions on sho c. It was rr'gh flood when we anived on the

be;:e;i ; \ve were therefore obliged to wait till the tide was out, when,

the Vessel havii.g beaten much nearer the bhore, we advised the people

on board to fasten a rope to the jib-bourn, by which thev might swin;j

themselves one by one towards the shore. Tluy accordingly adopted

xpedicnt, and by watching the motion of the sea, and waring the

opportunity of swinging themselves, r.s the waves retired, they all got
safe on the lai.d, except a Carpenter, who was a pasengcr in lue

.

Captain hal, fortunately, before he left the h'p, put some

nals ior staking a light is. to his poci.trt. We ti,ere!o:e went to

wek in cutting and coikcting wood, oi vvh:cU '.ve rr.adt a fue wj.'i
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all possible expedition. Bat this gratification was, to several of my
companions, followed by the most excruciating pain, as soon as their

frozen parts began to thaw.

When we came to examine into our numbers, I observed that a

Captain Green, a passenger, was missing ; and was informed that he

had fallen asleep on board the vessel, and had been frozen to death-

The following night we passed a little better than the former ; yet,

notwithstanding we had a good fire, we found extreme inconveniency
from the total want of covering, as well as from hunger, a new misery,
that we had hitherto been unacquainted with.

The next day, at low water, we with much difficulty found means

to extricate the Carpenter from the Ship.

We still remained without any kind of provisions, and began to be

reduced in strength for want of'nourishment.

The 7th and 8ih the gale continued as boisterous as ever ; and, in

the night between the 8th and gth of December, the Ship went to

pieces from the stern to the mainmast, from the extreme violence with

which the sea broke against her. By this part of her going to pieces,

we obtained some provisions which washed on shore, viz. some pieces

of salt beef, likewise some fresh meat that hung over the stern, and a

quantity of onions which the Captain had on board for sale. 'I his

relief was very seasonable, it being now the fourth day since we had

eaten any kind of provision whatever. Having no utensils, we dies-

sed our meat in the best manner we could and made what we thought

a most delicious repast. The sense of hunger being assuaged, we set

to work in collecting all the provision we could find scattered upon
the beach. Our next care was to get ourselves under cover, and form

some kind of shelter from the piercing blast. This task was not an

easy one, so many of our company being unable to move, and our

number being reduced to seventeen, by the loss of two persons, as al-

ready mentioned. A quantity of deals had floated on shore from the

wreck: of these we carried about two hundred and fifty into the

wood, and by ten at night completed a kind of house, about twenty
feet long and ten wide

;
which was constructed in the folowing man-

ner: We cut two poles of the above-mentioned length, and, having

no nails, tied them at a proper height on the outside of two trees, at

the distance of twenty feet from each other: the interval between the

poles, which was equal to the breadth of thf trees, served for the

smoke of our fire to go through ;
the fire itself being laid in an oblong

position, extending itself nearly the whole length of the house.

Against these cross poles we placed boards with a slope of about sixty

degrees towards the ground, which constituted the two principal

sides. The two other sides were composed of boards placed perpen-

dicularly, the trunks of the trees being taken in, and terming part of
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each side : on one of these sides, that looked towards the south-east,

we left a vacancy for the entrance.

On examining the quantity of provisions we had collected, we had

the satisfaction to find, that we had in score between two and three

hundred pounds of salt beef, and a considerable stock of onions: as to

bread, we had none ; for, when the vessel went to pieces, the casks

were s;ovc, and the bread lost- Economy and good management
were now highly necessary to make our little stock last as long as

possible ; and it was determined, that each man, whether sick or well,

should b~ confined to a quarter of a pound of beef and four onions per

day, as long as the latter should last. Th?s wretched allowance was

the utmost we thought it prudent to afford ourselves, Itst we should

be in an uninhabited cou try ; for as yet we were rather uncertain on

wl a coast we were cast away ; though afterwards, on comparing

circumstances, we concluded it must be on the island of Cape
Breton.

On die i ith of Decerrber, being the sixth day after we landed,

the gale abated, and gave us an opportunity to launch our boat, and

get on boa.d what remained of the vessel. Three of us accordingly

embarked, having with much labour launched the boat, and cleared

her of the sand an.l ice As soon as we got on board the wreck, we

Went to work at opening the hatches, and having but one axe, and

the cables being frozen over them in a solid lump of ice, it took the

whole day to accomplish it The next day we went again on board,

a cut up part of the deck, in order to get out two casks of onions,

with a small barrel of beef, and three barrels of apples, shipped by a

Jewish mt reliant of Quebec. We likewise found a quarter cask of

potatoes, a bottle of oil, which proved very serviceable to the men's

sores, another axe, a large iron pot, two camp kettles, and about

twelve pounds of tallow candles. With much difficulty we got this

faither supply on shore. On the i3th we stowed away our provisions

in a corner of ihe hut, when, on opening the apple casks, we found

their contents, to our great surprise and regret, converted into bottles

of Canadian bal-ain.

The considerable supply we got from on board the wreck enabled

us the next day to add four onions to our daily allowance We went

on board once more on the 1 4th, and cut as much of the sails as

possible from the bowsprit, with part of which we covered our hut,

and made it tolerably warm and comfortable, notwithstanding the

severity of the weather. By this time the sores of the men who had
been fiost-b.tten be^ in to mortify, and caused their toes, fingers, and
other parts of the limbs affected, to rot off, their anguish being at the

eame time almost intolerable. Th.- Carpenter, who came on shore

after the others, had lost the greatest part of his feet, and on the
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14th at night became delirious, in which unhappy state lie continued,

till deaih released him the following day from his miserable existence.

Three days after, our Second Mate died in the same manner. Indeed,

had not some paid the debt of nature, we shonld in the end have been

reduced to the shocking necessity of killing and devouring one ano-

ther. Several, however, who had been but slightly frozen, recovered

in a short time, with the loss of a few toes and fingers ;
no one having

entirely escaped the frost but myself. On the 2oth another sailor

died. Our number was now reduced to fourteen persons ; yet we did

rot think it prudent to increase the allowance of provisions, but still

kept it at the rate origiijally fixed on, of a quarter of a pound of beef

p:r diem.

|The secondPart will appear as 5oon as received from our Correspondent.]

DESCRIPTION OF PLATE CJ.II I.

WE have spared no expense to give this beautiful drawing of Mr.

Pocock its full force. It is taken from the Westward, and

<5iscovers St. John's Harbour, just open, with a headland on the right,

to the Southward, called Ship's Stern, with Rat Island, and Fort John-

Ftcne, on the left. Some Vessils are also seen in distance, within the

Harbour. In the Fore Ground is a Bermudian Sloop, and a PeHaugua,
a two-mast Boat used by the Caribs, very few of which are now to be

met with, and those only at Martinique and St. Lucie. They are ex-

cellent Sea Boats, and are used by them with safety in the roughest
weather. St. John's Bay is on the W. coast of the island of Antigua
in the West Indies, so ca-Iled from the principal town of the island, which

is situated at the bottom of a deep and narrow harbour. The entrance

to the harbour is defended by a fort, called Fort James. The town is

on the W. side of it, and the residence of the Governor of this and all

the Caribbee Leeward Islands. Here the greatest trade of the island is

carried on ; and, as a proof of its flourishing state, it received* damage

by a storm in 1772 to the amount of 400,000!. sterling. The harbour

is due N. from Five Island Harbour, and indeed is double, so as to foim

two harbours ; arid from the N. point of the entrance, where the fort

is, there is a sand which runs to the S, W. quite across the mouth to the

opposite point, and forms a plain bar on which is only 14 feet water

so that Ships which draw more must not attempt to pass over it. The

deepest part of the bar is at the S. W. end, for there is only 1 2 feet un-

der the fort at the N. point. Keep along under the S. shore to go in,

from Ship-stern Point, being all the way a bold and clean shore, and no-

thing to fear even within 20 fathoms' length of the point, as there is

from 9 to 1 1 fathoms close to the land. Its ht. is 17 4' N. and long.

6* 9 VT. 4



C 4S7 ]

Urfornn

FOURTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS
OF NAVAL INQUIRY.

[Continued from page 304.]

PHE 56th section, requiring public, notification previous to the

payment of shares, does not seem to have been generally re

Tljefurther Examination of Mr. Henry Devif, Clerk to Messrs. Willis

and IVaterboufe; taken upon Oath the nth of Junet 1803.

In your Evidence of I4th of April, 1803, you have said, that the balances of

prize-money carried to account current, have, in some instances of the Officers

of his Majesty's ships Reguius and Magicienne, been paid into Greenwich Hos-

pital; state those instances, the names of the Officers, the amount of the prize-

money carried to account current, and the amount of the respective balances

paid into Greenwich Hospital? The prize-money of the following Officers of
the Magicienne and Regulus, was, as appears by the distribution-lists, carried

to account current, and the balances of such accounts, as stated below in Jamaica

currency, were paid into Greenwich Hospital by me, on account of Messrs.

Willis and Waterhouse, on the ist of September, iSoz :

John Robinson, Midshipman of his Majesty's ship Magicienne, his share

for various captures, carried to account current, amounted to 36!. 143. ad.

and the balance of such account paid into Greenwich Hospital wa

30!. 19$. 9<1.

Thomas Thome, Midshipman of his Majesty's ship Magicienne, his share

for various captures, carried to account current, amounted to 50!. i6j.

Balance paid into Greenwich Hospital was 46!. 14$. nd.

John Stedman, Coxswain of his Majesty's ship Magicienne, his share for

various- captures, carried to account current, amounted to 50!. i6s. ld.;
and the balance paid inco Greenwich Hospital was 45!. zs. id.

Richard Waller, Quarter-Master of his Majesty's ship Magicienne, his

iharc tor various captures, carried to account current, amounted to

103!. .5$. lod.; and the balance oi such account paid into Greenwich Hos-

pital was 83 1. i os.

David Simpson, Yeoman of the powder-room of his Majesty's ship Reguius,

his share for various captures, carried to account current, amounted to

1791.3$. nd.; and the balance of such account paid into Greenwich

Hospital was 149!. 95. i id.

Thomas Jones, Boatswain's Mate of his Majesty's ship Regulus, his share

. for various Captures, carried to account current, amounted to 159! 15*.

3d. ; and the balance of such account paid into Greenwich Hospital was

129!. 155. jd.

. tfpion. fflot.XI. 3 N
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garded by the agents abroad *. The mischief of this is, that one of

the chief sources of information to Greenwich Hospital is lost ; besides

Henry Baskerville. Midshipman of his Majesty's ship Regulus, his share

for various captures, carried to account current, amounted to 139! 1 6s. 3d.;

and the balance of such account paid into Greenwich Hospital was

9^1. 1 6s. 3d.

The 6zd Section of the Prize Act requires, that, at the expiration of three

mouths from the first distribution, the agents shall deliver into Greenwich

Hospital an account of the produce of all captures, with the payments made

upon them ;
at what time were such accounts for the prizes made by his Ma-

jesty's ships Magicienne an'd Regulus delivered into Greenwich Hospital ? I wa
not in the employ of Messrs. Willis and Waterhouse at the time, and am
therefore unable to say.

Do you know at what period the first distribution of prize-money to the

Regulus and Magicienne took place ? I do not know the time.

How can you undertake to say that you was not in the service of Messrs.

Willis and Waterhouse at the time the first distribution of the prize money to

the crews of his Majesty's ships Magicienne and Regulus took place, as you
state yourself to be unacquainted with the time when uch a distribution took

place? I can say that the distribution took place previous to my entering
into the employ of Messrs. Willis and Waterhouse; the precise time I do not

know.

Did Messrs. Willis and Watethouse, at any time previous to paying over the

unclaimed shares oi the prizes made by his Majesty's ships Regulus and Ma-

gicienne to Greenwich Hospital, furnish the Hospital with an account of the

shares paid, and of the unclaimed shares ? I do not know whether they did

or not; it might have been done without my knowledge; but at the time of

paying in the unclaimed shares, I gave in upon Oath a list of the names that

appeared open on the original distribution lists ; the amount of the shares paid ;

the amount of the gross and net proceeds of the prizes; and the amount of the

um forfeited.

How do you know that the shares of prize money before stated have been

carried to accounts current? By having the original distribution- lists, and a

book of balances of advanced prize-money, which were extracted from the

books of Willis and W'aterhouse at Jamaica.

Have Messrs. Willis and Waterhouse vouchers for the charges made against
the parties in their accounts current ? They arc in Jamaica ; but either the ori-

ginals, or notarial copies of them, can be procured.

Do you know of any instance of an account being transmitted to Greenwich

Hospital at the end of three months from the first distributions of the net pro-
ceeds of prizes, &c. as directed by the 6ad Section of the last Prize Act ? 1 do
not recollect any instance.

If

* 'The Examination of Ed-ward Bate, Esq, Deputy Treasurer of Green-

ivich Hospital ; taken vpoa Oat/j the I jih of June, 1 803.
How long have you acted at Deputy Treasurer of Greenwich Hospital ?

Between seveo and eight year*.
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that, the means of acquiring knowledge of their claims are lessened

with respect to sailors who happen to leave the station before distribu-

If such account had been transmitted since you have been in the employ of

Messrs. Willis and Watcrhouse, must you not have been acquainted with it ?

No; I never inrerfered with any of the prize-lists during my stay in Ja-
maica.

Since you have been in England, have you made any origins! distributions of

prize-money on account of Mes-rs. Willis and Waterhou<e ? I have made two

distributions, being first payments, since my arrival in England in January,
1802.

Have the accounts required by the 6id Section of the Prize-Act been de-

livered into Greenwich Hospital, with respect to those captures ? No; they
have not.

Were the balances of the accounts current you have stated, paid into Green-

wich Hospital with the unclaimed shares of prize-money ? They were paid
in at the same time.

How did it happen that the balance of Thomas Finch's account current of

prize-money for his Majesty's ship Regulus, was not paid into Greenwich Hos-

pital at the same time? The petty Officers, not knowing that they had Ac-
counts current with Messrs. Willis and Waterhouse, the balances due to them
were paid into Greenwich Hospital ; but the Commission and Warrant Officers

\ve expected would apply to us for what was due to them, knowing they had

accounts; and Thomas Finch was, I believe, the only one to whom there was

money owing on these lists.

\\ hat reason could you have for supposing that a Midshipman would not apply
for the balance of prize-money due to him, as well as a Master's Mate ? I know
of no reason why a Midshipman should not ;

but as he is included in the same
class with inferior men, we were obliged to follow the same rule with the

Midshipmen as with the other men.

What time had elapsed from your last communication with Mr. Thomas
Finch, and the time of paying the unclaimed shares of prize-money for his

Majesty's ship Regulus into Greenwich Hospital ? The last transaction we bad
with Mr. Finch was in July, 1799, when we forwarded his account by the

Jane to St. Domingo, for the purpose of paying him the balance, at which
time the major part of the Officers were paid : I have since understood,
from the clerk who transmitted the account, that Mr. Finch was dead at the

time.

At the time you had a return of the Officers of his Majesty's ship Regulut
who were paid the amount of their shares of prize-money, was it not made

known to the house of Messrs. Willis and Watcrhouse that Thomas Finch was

dead ? I do not know. - Was

Have the prize-agents in England, during the last war, delivered into

Greenwich Hospital, within three months from the notification iu the Gazette
of the payment of prize-money, an account of the produce of the prizes, with
an account of the several shares at that time actually paid, agreeably to the 6jd
Section of the Prize Act ? It has not been done in general; but in ome instan.

ces an account of the net proceeds, with the aniotml of ihc shares paid, has
been delivered.

Did
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tion, and with respect to the representatives of those who die without

receiving their shares.

Was you acquainted, at the time you paid into Greenwich Hospital the un-
claimed shares of prize-money for the Regulus, that there was a balance of

prize-money due to Mr. Thomas Finch on an account current ? No, I was
not; 1 did not know that there was any balance due to him, conceiving that

the whole of the Commission and Warrant Officer* were paid when their ac-

counts w^re forwarded by the Jane.
Are the instances you have stated in which the balances of accounts current

have been paid into Greenwich Hospital for his Majesty's ships Regulus and

Magicienne, the only intances in which such balances have been paid ? No,
I believe not. There are deductions made of payments to a number of the

men also.

Has the balance of Mr. Thomas Finch's account current been paid to his re-

presentatives ? No, it has not. The representative applied before I knew
the circum't-ance of the account having been sent up to St. Domingo, and not

paid; and I requested that the representative would give me an indemnifica-

tion to refund the money I thouiJ pay him, on my proving that it had been

previously paid, since which no farther application has been made.

Arc yon now perfectly satisfied that there is a balance of 297!. 3*. id. Jamaica

currency, due to Mr. Thomas Finch representative from the house of Willis

and Waterhousc ? I have reason to believe that sum is due to him, and will be

paid on his application.

ID the account by which you paid into Greenwich Hospital the unclaimed

Shares of prize-money for his Alajesty's ships Regulus and Magicicnnc, wat
there any note or remark, by which any of the sums paid appeared to be

balances of account current? Yes, I believe, against the sums w a; noted

"Balance due."

H. DEVIS.

Cb. M. Pott.

Eioan Laio*

Join Ford,

Henry Nicbtll*.

W. Maciwortb Praed.

Did any of them, on the application of the Treasurer of the Hospital, or hit

Deputy, refuse to do so ? I believe never*

Have the prize-agents in England, during the last war, regularly paid over

to Greenwich Hospital within three years and three months, the unclaimed

hares of prize-money, as directed by the Prize Act? In almost all cases;

and upon failures, legal tups are immediately taken for the recovery of the

unclaimed shares.

Did they at the time of paying over such unclaimed shares, deliver an ex-

act account of the produce of the prizes, and of the several shares paid to the

respective captors, together with an account of the unclaimed shares remaining
in their bands ? Not until the late regulations adopted in January latt, hi

consequence of the opinion of the Attorney and Solicitor General
; previous to

2
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The accounts required by the 6zd Section to be furnished to the

Treasurer of Greenwich Hospital, within three calendar months after

the day appointed for the h'rst distribution, have in general not been

sent ; or, if sent, have contained only an account of the net proceeds,

with the amount of the shares paid ; and, till a late regulation adopted

by the Commissioners of the Hospital in January last, the Accounts

required by the same section to be delivered at the time of paying

that time they delivered only an account of the gross and net proceeds of the

prizes, with die charges thereon, and an account of the share* remaining

unpaid.

Have any proceedings been instituted against any of the prize-agents in Eng-
land, for neglec'ing or musing to pay over to Greenwich Hospital the un-

claimed shares of prize-money, within the time prescribed by the act? Cer-

tainly there have, though not in many instances, and those for very trilling

sums; and the amount has been recovered, except in one instance of a bank-

luptcy ; the cxpe^e of the law charges is defrayed by the parties sued.

Has the Treasurer of Greenwich Hospital regularly received fron the Re-

gistrars of the Vice-Admiralty Courts abroad, during the last war, copies of the

powers of attorney registered by the agents for prizes? In some instances

they have not.

Has the Treasurer of Greenwich Hospital regularly received from the re-

spective Officers of the Customs abroad, newspapers containing the notifica-

tions of the i ayrmnt of prize-money, or a written notification to that effect, as

directed by the j6th Section of the Prize-Act ? In many instances they have

been received; but there is reason to believe that distributions abroad have

been made without notification.

Have the prize agents ..broad regularly paid over the unclaimed shares of

priz-ino:iey to the persons appointed by the Treasurer for that purpose ? In

many instance:- they have, and in others they have not ; but a considerable

difficulty has arisen from its being optional with the agents to pay the amount

of the unclaimed shares tither to the '1 reasurer at Greenwich Hospital, or his

deputies abroad.

Do you conceive it would b advantageous, if, in all cases, the prize-agents

abroad were obliged ti< pay ov^r to the deputy receivers on the spot, the un-

claimed shares of prize-money ? Certainly, I conceive it would; for I know of

no instance of a deputy receiver having received money and not accounting

for it.

Have any of t^e agents for prizes paid over to Greenwich Hospital, instead

of the Amount of the unc'aimerf share*, balance* of the amount of prize-money
which l.ad b ;cn carried to account current ? 1 cannot, say from my own know-

k-<J
:.re, never having s> en such a notation in any account rendered tome of the

unclaimed shares of pnac money.
Has ihere be<-n any instance of the amount of the net proceeds of prizes being

paid to -he Treasurer of Greenwich Hospital, io cases where neither distribution

jior notification havj b .en wade? I kr.ow of no ip-tajice of the proceeds of

prizes having been paid mto the Hospital where neither notification iior distribu-

tion have been made.
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over the money remaining in the agent's hand?, used to be stated in

a defective and unsatisfactory manner, by no means agreeable to the

directions or spirit of the law. In these imperfect accounts, no men-

tion was made of the shares which had been paid, and the statement

rf the proceeds was in a general way, without any detail of the

produce of the sales, or the particulars of the expenses and

charges.

There is another part of the agent's duty arising from this Statute,

which has almost uniformly been transgressed or evaded; we mean,

the publishing of the notification directed by the 561!! Section, before

the payment of any shares. We find it to have been a very ge-

neral practice for agents to pay shares, or advance money to the

captors on the credit of them, without observing this previous

step.

One of the evils arising from this practice is, that the agents, par-

ticularly those abroad, as soon as any such advance has been made,

open an account current with the party, and carry the sum which,

upon distribution, may be due to him, to his credit side in that ac-

count. In such cases, the sums carried to accounts current arc en-

tered as discharged, or paid in the distribution lists. There is great

reason for believing that this irregularity is the occasion of loss to

Greenwich Hospital, and to the parties interested, or their repre-

sentatives. This remark is justified by the case of Mr. Thomas

Finch, late Master's Mate of the Regulus.
Messrs. Willis and Waterhouse, prize-agents at Jamaica, had ad-

vanced some money to Mr. Finch, and opened an account with him ;

It appears that Mr. John Aubin was agent for the Requin French brig,

captured by the fleet under the command of Earl Howe in February 1795, an^

that he held the proceeds for great length of time in his hands, from a dif-

ficulty of making the distribution; has the Treasurer of Greenwich Hospital
received the proceeds of such vessel from him : It has not been received, but
I shall consider it my duty to call on Mr. Aubin to render an account to the

Treasurer.

E. BATE.

Cl. M. P l<.

-wsn Lavijt

jftbii

JJinry Nfall''

W. Mackwrib fraeif.
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we called for and examined this account *. The credit side con.

tained entries of several sums as shares of prize-money to which he was

entitled ; the debit side consisted of advances and payments on his

account, and a balance in his favour of two hundred and ninety-

seven pounds, Jamaica currency. Among the payments, there was

charged a remittance of one hundred pounds sterling-, on his ac-

count, to Mr. William Ely Cook, a navy-agent in London. Mr.

Finch was killed in action on the nth of July, 1798. His father,

as his representative, received from the Pay Office his arrears of wages,

on the 3ist of March, 17991 but knew nothing of his tight to

prize-money. Three years and three months having elapsed after

the distribution to this ship, the forfeited and unclaimed shares were

paid to the Treasurer of Greenwich Hospital, and the account be-

twcen him and Messrs. Willis and Waterhouse finally closed.

It appears, therefore, that if this matter had not incidentally come

before us, the balance above mentioned, as well as the sum remitted

to Mr. Cook +, would most probably have been lost to the public, as

1798.
April ju

Mar. 25,

June 4.

Mr. T. FINCH, H. M. Ship Xcgu'.us, in A

. ,. d.

To your Order, favour la Harpe 2100

To your Do. - Do. - 21 o o

To your Bill, favour
w. . E. c.-.iic, p-r
i . s.ir- Exthg.
a' 40 per Cent. 140 o o

- - Premium on do. a"
10 ^er Cent - 14 o o

- - Sump for ditto -050
To his Order, fUvuur Minott - aS o o

To his Order, favour Newton 70 o o

To Balance ------- 37}8j
573 13 9

June. T* his Order, fevour J>. Oiboru 43 o o

To Balance ------- 297 31

*339 3 I

I

forwarded per Jaae, jcth July, 1799.

Current with WILLIS & WATERHOUSE. Cr.

1798-

June. Zy his Proportion of the following Pri?es :

San Pio - f . 61 16 o

-35J I? 3

- - Ceres, Cnrrmerce, riyinel
Fish, Maria, Avauf auza, > 57 10 7
and Beauv.u i

- -
Artevlrto, Volante, She>

Took It, and Dei CarmtD / 124 6 9

- - Agusdo Hay Captures -
38 19 i

s;j 13 9

May 27. By Balance brought down -
2-9 8 9

By Order, Newton, in hi. favour 59 14 4

339 3 I

(Errors exempted)
Kingston, Jamaica, 3Oth July, 1779.

WILLIS it WATEKHOl'SE.

t Tie Examination of William Ely Cook, Esq. Navy Agtnt ; taken

upon Oath the 27tb of June, 1803.

Did the house of Willis and Waterhouse at Jamaica remit to you in April,

1798, lool. sterling, on account of Mr. Thomas Finch, late Master's Mate of

the Regulus, being part of his prize-money ? I cannot say as to the exact
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well as to the representative of the deceased, to whom both these

sums have lately been paid.

Mr. Devis, a clerk of Messrs. Willis and Waterhouse, states in

his evidence *, that it was their practice, upon settling their accounts

with Greenwich Hospital, to pay over all balances in their hands,

notwithstanding such balances might have been previously written off

in the distribution lists as carried to account current. In the above

instance of Mr. Finch, we found upon examining the lists of forfeited

and unclaimed shares for the Regulus, that it made no mention of his

name.

We are not disposed to believe, and we do not mean to assume, that

Messrs. Willis and Waterhouse, or their correspondent Mr. Cook,
had any fraudulent intention in this transaction.

An explanation of it, so far as it respects the accounts of Messrs.

Willis and Waterhouse with Greenwich Hospital, is given by Mr.

Devis, in his evidence ; but the explanation is not quite satisfactory ;

and the case viewed in the most favourable light, is an instance

of irregularity, which ought to be effectually guarded against in

future.

period, but they did in that year remit rne a bill of exchange for lool. on his

account.

What directions did you receive respecting such prize-money ? None at all.

Is such money now remaining in your hands ? No, I have very lately paid
it to a person who made application for it.

Was you agent to Mr. Finch? No, I was not; I had no knowledge of Mr.
Finch. IVlr. Kilgour, a Lieutenant in the same ship, was a client of mine,
and I presume Mr. Finch remitted the money through his recommendation;
Air. Kilgour, in a postscript to his letter of the ist of November, 1798, in-

formed me that Mr. Finch was killed in cutting out some enemy's vessels from

a bay in the island of Porto Rico, on the nth of Jaly preceding.

After the receipt of Mr. Kilgour's letter, informing you of the death of Mr.

Finch, did you write to Messrs. Willis and Waterhouse to know how the

money was to be disposed of? I did not.

Have you received from Messrs. Willis and Waterhouse any other sums

of money under circumstances similar to Mr. Finch's ? Not to my recol-

lection.

Did you pay the whole sum ? Yes; subject to the deduction of two and a

half per cent, the usual commission for receiving prize-money.

WILLIAM ELY COOK.

Cb. M. Pole.

Eivan Law*

John Ford,

Hatty Nicbolk.

* See page 303.

[T"o It continutJf.
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PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERS.

GEOLOGICAL FACTS.

By JOHN CHURCHMAN, Ftllo--v of t?ie Imperial Academy of Sciences

at St. Petersburg.

>N the Empire of Russia ft appears manifest that the sea has been

retreating for ages past. Professor Pallas is certain that the sea

has covered the centre of Asia for a long time ; and, in the days of

Strabo, Alexander, and Ptolemy, the Northern Ocean communica-

ted with the Caspian Sea, at present twelve hundred miles from it.

According to the documents in possession of the Academy of Sci-

ences at St. Petersburg, a boat made of oak timber, together with

several human skeletons, was found some ytars ngo in dicing a small

canal at Strelna, the seat of the Grand Duke Constantino. Accord-

ing to Dallin's history, the ocean retreated in his time in Sweden ;

and the celebrated Linnseus was of the same opinion. In the course

of last year was published a short account of a vessel laden with mar-

ble being lately found on high ground, in the dominions of his Prussian.

Majesty near the Baltic.

At present the sea seems to gain gradually upon the land on the

shores of the Baltic. In most of the charts of that sea, the ruins of

the famous city of Vineta are represented under water. Antiquaries

believe it took its name from the nation called the Vineti. These

rins lie between the Danish island of Bornholm and of Rugen, oppo-
site Swedish Pomerania. It seems the streets have been laid out like

Babylon, at right angles. According to Lubeccius, Alderman of

Triptow, this ruined city, once on level ground, was viewed by tra-

vtllers with attention about the year 1564. Amongst other visitors,

was the then Duke of Brut swick and his Chaplain. About this time

a vessel had come from Gothland and carried away all the marble and

metal then to be found ; amongst other things were a pair of very large

city gates, made of metal, concerning which existed a popular song.

President Kcffenbrink tells, that on the ^th of August, 1771, two

Dutch vessels were shipwrecked on the ruins of this city : there were

then standing several pillars of white marble or alabaster. The Coun-

sellor, M. Joidan, went thither with Commodore Baarts, from Svvin-

nemunde, who endeavoured to save the vessels : as the weather was

fine the company went on board, and inspected the p'llars, one of

which by the shock was brought fiom its vertical position. Some old

men declared, that they had formerly seen these white pi
:lars above

water. A certain Master of a vessel at Swinnemunde said, that in

1760, an English Ship was lost on the ruins of Vineta, and on that

. fflol.XI. 3 o
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occasion he went thither to assist the vessel in distress.. lie said he

had discetned t\vo walls of brick, which he supposed were about four

feet thick, and sixty o, seventy feet asunder. Some parts of it only

rtaclu'd so high as th-. water's surface.

Perhaps it is no more st .

>g'<
.o observe the ocean to rise here by

slow degrees, than for Captain Co \~ '. to perceive the contrary effect

to take place at Cape Denbigh} which is a iTici .dian mavly opposite.

The Danes give a similar account of Jomsburg, which was occupied

by pirates, and where King Harold built a fort.

According to the observations made on the voyage of Captain Van-

couver, the ocean was evidently encroaching rapidly on the land at

Cook's Inlet, Port Chalmers, Prince William's Sound, and Gray's

Harbour. Now seeing the meridian opposite St. Petersburg is at

Cook's River, it seemed natural to suppose, that when the ocean

begins to fall there, which is not to be expected so soon, it would

begin to rise at St. Petersburg ; and it is remarkable, that during a

fresh westerly breeze, buth in 1802 and 1803, tut streets of that

city were navigated with boats ; whereas such an accident had not

happened be'ure since the year 1777 ; but having left that city before

the last inundation took p ace, I obtained information of it. The daily

observations on the rising of Uie waters at St. Petersburg had been dis-

continued before my arrival, on account of the very slow change
which appeared to take place.

Having written to the French Academy on this subject before the

de..th of the King in 1792. M. Morge, at that time Minister of

the Marine, was requested to make observations at Brest four times

a day during one whole year. These will shew the state of the case

in France.

The prize-question lately proposed by the Zealand Academy of

Sciences at Flushing, seems to prove the encroachment of the ocean in

Holland. One whole year's observations would go nigh to establish the

truth in England.

NAVAL LITERATURE.

2l'e Shipwreck, a Poem by W. FALCONER, a Sailor : tie Text illus-

trated by additional Notes, and
,
corrected from the First and Second

Editions, with A Life of the Author, by JAMES STAN IE K CLARKE,
F> R.S. Vicar of Preston, and Chaplain of the Household to the Prince.

Rayal and Imperial Octavo. 1804. (220 P.^cj.)

[Concluded from page 308.]

HPHE text of the third Edition of this beautiful Poem, which edition

appeared in October, 1769, and had hitherto been invariably fol-



NAVAL LITERATURE. 467

lowed in the succeeding copies, was miserably garbled, and in many

passages the whole force and beauty of the original were destroyed.

This Mr Clarke conjectures was owing to the following circum-

stance :
" I am induced to think, that amidst the agitation of his

mind, on being appointed Purser to the Aurora Frigate, Captain Lee,

which then was ordered to carry out to India Henry Vansittart, Esq.
.Luke Scrofton, E<q. and Colonel F. Forde

;
that Falconer, (who

also had the promise of being their private Secretary,) from the joy of

obtaining so lucrative a situation, neglected this edition, and left the

last alterations to his friend Mallet." *Mr. Clarke supports this con-

jecture \viih considerable ingenuity, in the valuable Notes that are

added to this edition : particularly at page 65, line 18, of the second

canto ; where one of the finest passages in the Poem had evidently

experienced the touch of some Land Critic.

" Thus all prepared, Let go the Sheet ! he cries ;

Impetuous round the rolling wheels it flie.s."

Whereas, originally, the passage stood as follows, and has thus been

restored by the present Editor :

" Then, all prepared, Let go the Sheet! he cries;
" Loud rattling, jarring, through the blocks it flies."

And, again, the same injudicious taste appeared in another passage in

the same canto :

" In vain athwart the mimic Seas expands," Sec,

Which Mr. C. has thus restored:

*' Across the geometric plane expands

The compasses to circumjacent lands."

Booming is an epithet wonderfully descriptive of the overwhelming
violence of the waves, and, as such, was Selected by Falconer :

" with sweeping inundation o'er

The sea-bent Ship, the booming waters roar,"

But, in the third edition, we have,

The sea-bent Ship th' involving waters roar."

At the very commencement also of the Poem, we observe the follow-

ing lines judiciously restored :

' While Albion bids th' avenging thunders roll

Along her vassal deep from pole to pole."
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And the following weak lines, that had been introduced into the third

edition are omitted :

" No pomp of battle swells th' exalted strain,

Nor gleaming arms ring dreadful on the plain ;

But o'er the scene while pale remembrance weeps,

Fate, with fell triumph, rides upon the deeps.

In some instances, however, in which the pen of Falconer himself

is apparent, the third edition claims a preference; and ail these the

present Editor has carefully preserved.

Among the Notes are some Classical Hints from the Rev. Mr.

Bowles: The Introduction to the Poem, as he observes, "is indeed

finely worked up ; and, like a grand Overture, prepares the mind of

the reader for what follows." In this edition the Introduction is sepa-

rated, as it ought to be, from the Poem, which thus begins with so

much effect, and with all the simplicity of the great Masters :

" A Ship from Egypt, o'er the deep impelled

By guiding winds, her course for Venice held."

Mr. Bowles has also enriched this Edition with some beautiful Effu-

sions of his own Muse. The Dirge of Poor Ar'ion, as written on the

Platform at Portsmouth, in April, 1803, particularly struck us:

" What pale and bleeding youth (while the fell blast

Howls o'er the wreck, and fainter sinks the cry

Of struggling wretches ere o'erwhelmed they die,)

Yet floats upborne upon the driving mast ?

O poor Arion ! has thy sweetest strain,

That charm'd old Ocean's wildest solitude,

At this dread hour his waves dark night subdued ;

Let Sea Maids thy reclining head sustain,

And wipe the blood, and briny drops, that soil

Thy looks, and give once more thy wreathed shell

To ring with melody : Oh, fruitless toil !

Hark ! o'er thy head again the tempests swell ;

Hark ! hark again the storm's black demons yell

More loud ; the bellowing deep reclaims his spoil !

Peace ! and may weeping Sea Maids sing thy knell.

To the Hints given by Mr. Bowles, Mr. Clarke has added some

Observations from his Brother the Traveller; and an interesting Note

from Captain George Clarke, who commanded the Braaktl in htr

dangerous voyage up the Archipelago : from which we learn, that in

the Island of Metelin, there is a Jiarbour not generally known, be-

yond description safe, and spacious. Here the Turks build their
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Frigates ;
on; of 3 z guns was on the stocks when Captain Clarke

arrived

The Rcrrr-ks by Mr. Pocock are drawn from the experience of an

old Seaman and a mind richly fraught \v.th classical poetic taste.

Those by the Editor breathe that enthusiasm for the Navy which

characterises all his Productions : this enthusiasm is, howoer, tem-

pered by a Judgment which proves that he was fully equal to discharge

th,. difficult t^sk he has execuud.

Previous to this Edition, Falconer had only been illustrated by some

technical Notes from the Author ; the addition now made by Mr.

Clarke and his F iends will certainly render this excellent Poem more

known and valued. The injudicious alterations in the third Edition

had tended <o lower the estimation in which the Shipwreck had been

forrr.eily held. Great as was the genius of Falconer, he was frequently

guilty of grammatical inaccuracies from a want of education ; and,

when to these were added the meagre lines in the third Edition, which

often expunged some of the best in the whole Poem, the consequence
that must ensue, would necessarily be unfavourable to his Library

Reputation. We therefore congratulate the Public, not only on the

neatness and elegance of this Edition, but also on the labour and indus-

try that has been employed on every Word and Line throughout the

whole Poem
;

in order to restore them to the state in which the

Author, had he survived his voyage to Ir.clia, would certainly have

endeavQured to effect.

The Engravings by Fitler are executed in his best manner; and

consist of five Vignettes and three Plates. ; which latter we think

might have been executed on rather a larger scale, as the size of the

volume admitted of it. These are all from designs by Mr. Pocock,
in the possession of the Publisher Mr. Millar.

The First lepresents the Britannia Merchantman as just launched

from Deptford, with a distant View of Greenwich : which gives ?n

exact Portrait of the Merchant Vessels employed in the Levant trade

when Falconer wrote. " The Vessels then trading to the Levant were

not limited as to burthen or guns, except a certain nuuib^r of about

300 tons and 18 guns, that were called Act Ships. Falconer described

the Britannia more like a Frigate."
The Second Vignette represents the Ship as described in the Fitst

Canto, unmooring by moonlight, with her Fore Topsail loose, and

the Sheet hauled home, as a signal to unmoor.

The Third Vignette gives the Water Spout, as described in the

Second Canto " Falconer, whose experience was as great as his

observations were keen and accurate, declares that the water ascends?*

A Note is added by Mr. Pocock on this contested subject : and we
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wish that some of our Professional Readers would send us their obser-

vations on it.

The Fourth Vignette gives a representation of the Ship, when

having- cut away her Mizen Mast, and scudding before the wind under

bare Poles, she rapidly drove close by the rocky shore of Falconers :

"
High o'er its summit, through the gloom of night,
The glimmering Watch-Tower cast a mournful light/'

In the Fifth Vignette, the gale and sea having in some degree sub-

sided, Cape Colonna opens in distance ; whilst Arion is seen standing

in silent agony over his dead friend Palemon.

Of the three Plates : The First gives a view of the Britannia on

leaving Candia. The scene, sun-rise, with a hazy morning : the

Ship is seen from the westward, her sails all set, with a very light

breeze : to the N.E. appears the Isle of Standia, and to the right

Candia.

In the Second Plate, the Ship having reefed Topsails a second time,

they are left on the Cap, to await the coming of a tremendous Squall :

this throws the Vessel on her side, and splits the Mainsail ; the Mixes

is hauled up, the Helm a-weather, and the Ship is veering from the

wind.

In the Third Plate, the Ship, having hauled to the wind with her

head to the westward, is dismasted, and wrecked a little to the eastward

of Cape Colonna; of which a correct View is now for the first time

given, from a drawing by Mr. Gell.

Such is the general idea which we can only give of this Volume : the

whole is dedicated to the Earl of Egremont, /'/ having invariably been

the object of bis Lordship's life,
to protect the Bark that laboured amidst

the W-avts of this turbulent World. We are glad to hear that this

Publication is likely to bring others forward of a similar nature, exe-

cuted with an equal degree of correctness and elegance : when they

appear, they shall receive our earliest attention.

MR. IDITOX,

TN consequence of having in the NAVAL CHRONICLE (page 363 of
*

this Vol.) an account of the Monument erected to the Memory of

Captains Harvey and Hutt, it appears to rr.e extraordinary that there

is no Inscription on it ; therefore will thank any of your readers to assign

a reason for its omission : What makes it more particular is, that there

is one on Capt. Burgess's. Perhaps the action of the ist of June is not

deemed of so much importance as that of the i ith of Oct. by the per-

sons in whose departments it is to furnish the Inscriptions.

Ityhjune, 1804. . Yours, D.
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nfoal poetry.

Br'.ght-ey'd Fancy hovering o'er,

Scatters tro;n her pictured Urn

Thoughts that breathe, and words that burn !

TO THE EDITOR OF THE NAVAL CHRONICLE.

SIR,

*
jpHE following passages, extracted from a narrative, phi-

losophical, and descriptive Poem, entitled The Sea Piece,

now but little known, will probably afford amusement to

your readers. The Poem, consisting of five Cantos, was

written by J. Kirkpatrick, M.D. ; dedicated To the Honour*

able George Tcivnshetid, Esq. Commodore of bis Majesty's Squa-

dron at 'Jamaica ; and was published by Cooper in the year

1750*. The first passage, which 1 have selected, forms the

commencement of the Second Canto ; the other is from the

Fourth Canto* H.

la addition to lubat our kind Correspondent remarks, we have to addt
that a Juvenile Voyage ga-^e birth to this Poem, wherein the Author

had no manner of employment, and little amusement. It remainedfor

many years in theform of one continued book, until bis returnfrom Ame-

rica incited him to revise and extend it, by a description of such Mart-

time circumstances as occurred to his mature i judgment. The frst Canto

begins luith an invocation to the Sea hynpJjs, and Neptune : he then

relates the out-set of his Voyage from the Port of Belfast, in Irelqnd, their

'weighing anchor, and putting to tea. A suspension of the Northerly
'

wind, in a short Calm, <vci;h an ad-vene cne tii Sou!/.', introduces a di-

grusion on the winds.

The second Canlo opens with an Exordium on entering the Ocean.

~^T\ RAYTON, sweet-ancient bard, his s.lbion sung,
r-^ With their own praise her echoing valleys rung;
His bounding Muse o'er .every mountain rode,

And every river warbled where he flowed.

A critique on it appealed in the Monthly Review for February,
Vol. II, p. 257.

1
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The fost'ring Sea, that secretly sustains

A ceaseless verdure o'er Britannia's plains ;

That props her mountains, rincing thro' their ores,

And spouts each Stream that curls within her shores

That warms the co'd degrees in which she liesi

Clasps her whole form, and ev'ry foe defies ;

That boundless Realm I seize, to verse unknown,
And each imperial billow's all my own.

See the round waters, wide from every landi

How vastly uniform ! how simply grand !

The paucity of objects here we find

May tend to fix, itself must fill the mind.

Hail! first-born ekment, or may I call

Thee right capacious vehicle of all f

Or further, with the
*
Grecian sage agree,

All matter's thine, and shall resolve to thee ?

Whether, while form awoiie the cause supreme,

From thee secreting earth, and air, and flame,

In apt position pois'd the circling ball,

Ere the great Fiat animated all :

Or, when again thy widely swelling robe,

O'ershrouding all, the water, and the globe ;

Or if at present thou cement'st the sphere,

And knitting solids, mak'st the whole cohere ;

Or so commix the air which you contain,

To fit it for the nations of the main ;

Or fix in proper bounds, and aptly tame,

The latent, all-pervading seeds of flame,

Till time attains the term, when fate's decree,

In deluges of fire, shall swallow thee :

Tho' where this aggregate immense I view,

These vast horizons all engross'd by you,

My lost imagination doubtful cries,

What worlds of flame and fuel will suffice ?

Ere men the virtue of the Magnet found,

The Ocean scarcely heard a human sound ;

Far Western suns were deem'd to shine in vain,

Or only light the Monsters of the Main,

The Seas were narrow which the boldest crost,

And numbers trembled if the Shore were lost.

* Tbalttt who held all things to be created of, and finally resolvable to, Water.
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Now a far world incites the liquid race,

And oceans vast our intercourse increase.

The use we know, but hapl- ne'er shall find

Whence to the pole the magnet is inclin'd ;

How a dark heavy stone the earth supplies,

Maintains a correspondence with the skies ;

How it imparts to st~el the art it knows,

Yet keeps entire the virtue it bestows :

How pond'rous iron up doth swiftly fall,

And feels a centre stronger than the ball ;

Which rapt thro' vortices, Descartes in vain

Would by his hamose particles explain :

While the interior nature's only known,
Like ev'ry mind, in its effects alone.

But oh ! whatever mediate cause direct ;

Howe'er a stone exerts such intellect ;

Long may the Needle feel the art divine,

To shew the pathless way and wat'ry line ;

Pointing the steersman strait o'er convex seas,

Whose mere extent were else a clueless maze :

For, foam the Ship tow'rds Tropic, Line, or Pole,

The compass seems her brain, tho' art's her soul.

While others prize the gems ador'd for show,

That deck the belle, or dignify the beau;

And frequent, with insidious lustre, maim

The virgin's purity, or matron's fame ;

I hail the Gem divine, so humbly drest,

Whose silent sapience points to all the rest";

And, like the virtuous heart, in simple guise,

Befriends the earth, conversing with the skies.

THE CUSTOM OF MAKING A CREW FREE OF THE TROPIC ON

FIRST PASSING IT.

HY should the Muse the Tropic past omit,

Or sailors' custom of observing it ?

Where travellers, when first arriv'd, advance,

To buy their freedom, sugar, rum or nantz :

But if pale poverty the wight surround,

Or surly he refuse his Quart and Pound ;

If he assert the hardship of his cause,

And rave of British lights, and Engliih laws;

ffloI.XI. 3 P
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With little form his slender plea they try,

Who must be moisten'd, if his Jury's dry.

Strait on a well pois'd pole is Culprit swung,
His arms embrace the rope by which it's slung ;

Aloji! they cry ; and lo, al ft he's soar'd,

Tht highest mortal we survey on board ;

But let his future fate inform us all,

The highest have the greatest height to fall.

Amain I they cry, and downward swift he slides,

Cuts the thin air, and woiid'ring flood divides :

Again aloft he does not long remain,

Alas ! he rises but to fail again ;

Thrice the blithe Ciew the diving miser see,

And thj third plunge completely sets him free.

Joyous I
yi'-rl

1 my mulct, with this remark,

I'll treat ten crews, ere I'll invite a shark.

The Poet thus concludes his Voyage, by casting anchor in

the Bay of Charles Town, South Carolina :

Thus when the final Voyage of life is o'er,

And the last Storm reveals the dreary Shore,

Whither with eveiy Wind and Breath we tend,

"Where earthly Joys, and Pains, and Prospects end;

May the sole God, that good and awful power,
Who bids the Heavens, and Oceans, smile, or loxver;

Whose might immense, involving boundless scenes,

All- sovereign -wills, all merciful sustains ;

Defend me thro* the Valleys dark and foul,

Irradiate hope and comfort o'er any soul;

And, when I've shot the dreadful gulf, display

The nightless Regions of celestial day:
W here freed from many a vice, and ev'ry crime.

In scenes surpassing thought, surviving time,

Merit immense to justice may atone,

And grace my soul with virtues not its own.

THE ADIEU,
TO A FRIEND, O.V HIS DEPARTURE FOR AMERICA.

TIMS SUNSET.

ADIEU,
thou dear youth! thou lov'd friend, so endearing,

Since fortune compels thee thy kindred to leave;

I
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On the Mersey thy bark in gay pride now appearing,
Attends to convey thee swift o'tr the salt \vave.

Her canvass now swelling, her streamers high flying,

Bespeak the sad hoar that admits no delay;

And hoarsely the Boatswain, in rude accents crying,

Sings out to each messmate,
"
Away boys! away !"

O'er the white- frothy billow of wide-spreading ocean,

Now swiftly through ether I see thy hark
fly ;

Whilst each belov'd prospect, with retrograde motion,

In rapid succession retires from the eye :

I see thee still linger, yon gold Fanes admiring,

Now waving a kerchief, each hope to renew ;

And then I behold thee, in anguish retiring,

Whilst thy fond bleeding heart sighs a long, long adieu !

To those slopes and green hills, so gently uprising,

Where sheep, in thick clusters, bound blithsome and gay,

Now turning dejected our past frolics prizing,

As oft as we rov'd at the closing of day ;

For remembrance will paint fair each innocent pleasure,

When we sat 'neath the soft light of Luna's mild beam,

With hearts ever jocund to rapture's wild measure.,

Retracing the
ripples

that float on the stream.

In fancy oft fly to yon dwelling roofs slanting,

That spot where we've vvitness'd so oft virtue's pow'r;
Where chaste conversation, and music enchanting,

So sweet have beguil'd the dull wintry hour*

But, lo! the grey liven, my wishes unheeding,

Inshrouds the blue distance in dark misty haze
;

Quick, quick, from the sight, the white waves are receding,

Yet I strive* but in vain, on a Speck still to gaze.

Farewell then, dear youth ! may each blessing attend the ;

For, say, can my bosom its good will refrain ?

O, no ! May then Heaven ben gnant b friend thee,

And waft thee all safe o'er the boisterou.- main :

And as oft as, thou wander'st where f.itc may direct thee,

O'er waters through valleys or woodlands so green ;

May still the same Power, and Virtue protect thee,

And bring to thy fancy each dear native scene*
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For though distant climates, their treasures extending,

May bid the soul pant, and the bosom to sigh ;

Though objects delighting, together all blending,

May cause a chance smile to illumine the eye :

Ytt all these bright pleasures a false lustre borrow,

For the heart far remov'd from friendship held dear,

Will reflect on past hours with a permanent sorrow,

While the eye gives to thought a sad heart-heaving tear.

Hark ! loud from yon turret, the cnrfew-bell tolling,

Proclaims the dim twilight uncheerly will close ;

For night o'er yon beach * now hangs sombre and scowling,

And warns weari'd Nature to haste to repose.

I go but the mind, ah ! to thee will be roving,

When I think of the joys we so often have prov'd ;

For the pulse of the heart will for ever be moving,
To a friend so rever'd to a youth so belov'd.

L'tverfoct. J A. B. W. D. N.

VERSES,
WRITTEN BY MRS. CARTER)

IN A CALM EVENING, ON THX SEA SHOftB.

'OW sweet the Calm of this sequestered Shore,

Where ebbing Waters musically roll;

And Solitude and silent Eve restore

The philosophic temper of the Soul !

The sighing Gale, whose murmurs lull to rest

The busy tumult of declining day,

To sympathetic quiet soothes the breast,

And every wild emotion dies away.

Farewell the objects of diurnal Care,

Your task be ended with the setting Sun :

Let all be undisturb'd Vacation here,

While o'er yon wave ascends the raceful Moon.

The Rockpearch.
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SONG,
BY MR. T. D1BDIN.

TT7HEN, first at sea, the Sailor Lad
With terror views the whitening Billow,

And sighs for Cot of Mam, or Dad,

Where flows the Stream beneath the Willow :

But safe return'd,

Past dangers spurn'd,

He laughs at Ocean's threat'ning Foam ;

Mam, Sister, and he,

All join with glee,

To sing the Sailor's Welcome Home.

When next at Sea, the bolder Youth

No more ascends the Mast with terror ;

Yet pensive, wishes Mary's Truth

May clear the Rocks and Shoals of error :

The Voyage o'er,

He comes ashore,

And finds her Heart could never roam ;

Then Poll and he

Are wed with glee,

And sing the Sailor's Welcome Home.

RETROSPECT.

*TpHE total number of his Majesty's Ships, and armed vessels of
*

every description, in commission on the I5th of March last, was

1,874; and the number of seamen mustered on the same day, wat

84,431: of which number 5,763 were raised before the ist of

December, 1803, and 1 5th of March, 1804. The marines actually

in pay on the ifth of March, 1804, were i 5,663.

It has been long reported, and we believe on good authority, that

all Midshipmen serving on board Admiral Cornwall:^, or the block-

ading Fleets, who have passed their examination, are, when that tediouj

service is over, to be made Lieutenants.
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The following Vessels have been hired by Government, and Officers

appointed: viz.

Capt. Baker to the Blessing.

Davis Charles.

Blarney Endeavour.

Chatham Sally.

Barker Morriston.

Rye Providence.

Mackay Pr. William.

The following armed Ships, the property of Mr. T. Lockyer, of

Plymouth, have been hired for the service of Government : Ship Lady
Warren, 32 guns, 18 pound carronades, Captain Mackellar ; Ship

Pretty Lass, 14 guns, 1 8-pound carronades, 4 long 6's, Captain

Tippett ; Ship Trowbridge, 20 long g-pounders, 8 1 8-pound carro-

nades, Captain ; Schooner Colpoys, 14 12-pound carronades,

and 2 long 6's, Lieutenant Usher.

With much pleasure we hear it reported that the New Admiralty
Board are about to augment the small and inadequate pensions of the

poor Sea Officers' Widows.

The Court of Common Council voted Thanks to Captain Domett,
Admiral Cornwallis's First Captain, whose name was by mistake

omitted in the first instance. Letters of acknowledgment were, at

the same time, read by the Lord Mayor, from Admiral Cornwallis

and Thornborough upon the subject of the Thanks lately voted to

them.

The Anniversary Dinner of the Naval Asylum, for the education

of the Orphans of British Sailors and Marines, was held at the London

Tavern, his Royal Highness the Duke of Cumberland in the chair.

The institution now maintains 36 boys and eight girls. The claimants

would be as many hundreds if there were funds. An apology was

made for the absence of Lord Melville ; Earl St. Vincent gave a

donation of loool. to the fund. It has hitherto been chiefly sup.

ported by the liberal exertions of Messrs. Goldmids and their friend*

of the Jewish persuasion. Out of 725!. 175. collected, no less thaa

650!. was paid in by them.

The following sketch of proceedings against our gallant country-,

man Captain Wright, appeared in the Moniteur of June 2. "
Captain

Wright, who landed most of the conspirators, was this day examined^

He stated, that being a prisoner of war he could not depose to any

thing ; and that being an Englishman, and a faithful subject, he

would not answer any question. Georges and Joyaux pretended that

they did not know Captain Wright. He was recognised by the
jailer,

of the Temple, who saw him there when he was a prisoner in the
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year six with Sir Sidney Smith. He was also recognised by other

witnesses, and by one Tromclin, now under arrest, who had been taken

with Sir Sidney Smith, and was put with him in the Temple, where

he parsed for Sir Sidney's servant, by the name of Jones. Being sent

out of France, he returned soon afier in disguise, and contributed to

Smith's escape. All these facts be confessed. At the request of the

Imperial Attorney-General, the interrogatory which Captain Wright
underwent in the Temple was read to him, as well as the declaration

of Tromclin. Wright persisted in his refusal to answer."

The following notice has been iiung up in the Captains' room at the

Admiralty, since the appointment of the present Board :
'* Their

Lordships having appropriated the hours from ten to two for reading

public letters, it is ordered that no interruption may be given thereto

by messages, or otherwise, during that time."

Mr. Heseltine, the son of the late King's Proctor, will inherit the

enormous fortune of near 300,000!. The office of King's Proctor

is estimated during war at an average of full 20,000!. per annum.

Surely some part of such wealth might in future be directed into some

channel productive of advantage to our Naval Charities.

31mpcrtal ffarliament,

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
NAVAL DEBATES CONTINUED.

THURSDAY, MARCH 28.

We are glad at length to jind tL: bigb Prcfesiianal Merit of Lord ffooj treated at it

deltrves: No Officer merits morefrom bit Country than ibis Veteran.

fr'jpHE
Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, that the House do resolve itself into a

-^ Committe of the whole House, and that the papers respecting the Prizes
taken at TOULON' be referred to the said Committee : Agreed to. The House

having accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of Supply;
The Chancellor of tie Exchequer said, he felt it his duty to call the attention of

the Committee to a subject which pressed itself most peculiarly on their consi-

deration. It was, indeed, a subject which claimed all the indulgence the
House had ever been accustomed to bestow on the merits of the British Navy;
and it was one intimately connected with the Services and gallant Exertions of
some of the most meritorious Officers and seamr. whom the Country possessed.
He should merely say, that he alluded to Lord HOOD, and to those under hi*

command, when Toulon was in the possession of his Maiesty's arms. He had

only to mention the names of J.ord Hotbatn, Lord Keith, Lord Rid.tock, Lord
Nelion, of Lord Hugh Seymour, the subject of sincere and general regret, of Sir

Sydney Smith, of the late C iptain Cooke of the Sybille, and of many more gallant
Officers, who were then under the command of Lord HOOD ; to shew the im-

portance of the subject, to which he beggrd leave to call the attention of the
Committee. All <.f these meritorious -fficors, or th-rir families and relatives,
were deeply involved in the consideration of the Committee. He should not
detain the House at any length, as it was not his intention to enter into the par-
ticular', of the surrender of i oulon to his Majesty's arms, but should confine

himself to iho?e leading points which appeared to (urn n.ost material. It would
be recollected by every gentleman who heard him, that part of :hc South of
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France, after experiencing the most dreadful calamities which could he inflicted

by the worst ol Tyrannies, had expressed a sincere desire to be placed under
the protection of the British Government ; with the view of being ultimately

resigned to the government of the successor of their murdered Monarch. A
Convention was concluded with the inhabitants; according to which the Pore

of Toulon, and the ohips in it, were to be held by us during the War, in trust

for Lewis XVII, and they were to be restored according to the terms of the

Proclamation, when a proper indemnity should be given for the expenses in-

curred, in consequence of the measures adopted for taking possession of these

Ships. The nature of the terms prevented Lord Hood from applying for the

remuneration, which he conceived himself, and the Officers and seamen serving
under him, were entitled to claim. It was true, that a number of these vessels,

consisting of ten hhips of the line, and three Frigates, had been destroyed ; in

consequence of the pressure of circumstances, which were altogether unavoid-

able, and which it was unnecessary for him to mention. But although the na-

ture of the terms, by which the Port of Toulon, and the Ships in that harbour,
had been surrendered to his Majesty's arms, prevented Lord HOOD, during the

War, from making any application on that head ; yet, after the war, the

Noble Lord put in his claim, and that of the Officers serving under him, in a

Memorial, which stated, that if these Ships had been condemned in the High
Court of Admiralty, the amount of their value would have been paid. His

Majesty referred the Memorial to a Committee of the Privy Council
;
and their

opinion was, that no remuneration could be made for those destroyed, but for

those brought away. It was then referred to the Admiralty to value the hulls

of the vessels, and to the Board of Ordnance to estimate the amount of the

stores. The whole amount was 265,000!.; and the return thus made by the

two Boards had received the approbation of the Privy Council, whose report

upon the subject his Majesty had been graciously pleased to sanction. It was

evident, that if these Ships had been condemned in the Admiralty, the whole
value would have been paid to Lord Hood, and to the Officers, seamen, and
marines who served under him. At the Helder, when Admiral Mitchell took

possession of the Dutch fleet, the result was exactly as he mentioned ; yet, how-
ever meritorious that service was, for the Dutch vessels would have been taken

forcible possession of, had it been necessary ; would any man say, that the ex-

ertions of Lord Hood, and the Squadron under his command, were less entitled

to reward ? The Ships taken possession of at the Helder were libelled, although
they were not condemned, and the value of them was given to Admiral Mit-

chell, and the Officers and seamen under his command. It would be also re-

collected, that Lord Nelson had received pecuniary compensation for the Ships

destroyed at Aboutir and Copenhagen. When all these considerations pressed

upon his mind, he felt himself justified in saying, that he asked no favour for

Lord Hood and his Fleet ; but he merely proposed to the Noble Lord, and to

the Officers and men under his command, the value of the Ships taken at

Toulon, many of which had proved beneficial to the service of this Country.
It might be asked, why the Claim was not sooner brought forward ? He should

answer, that it had been precluded by the very nature of the engagement, or

convention, according to which they had fallen into our possession. On the

30th of August, the question had been referred to the King in Council, and if

blame were to attach to any person for delay since that time, he should not

hesitate to take it upon himself. There were, however, some causes which
could not be foreseen, and which it was not necessary to state to the Com-
mittee. He concluded by moving, That it is tie Opinion of ibis Committee, that

a turn not exceeding 265,336!. hi granted to the Officers, Seamen, and Marines, serving
under Lord Hood, being the estimated value of tie Ships taken at Toulon.

Captain Pierrefoint bore testimony to the exellent character left behind them at

1 o lion by Lord Hood, Lord Hotham, and the other Officers serving there. Had
any f them fallen in that affair, the House would not have hesitated to have
voted them a Monument; and with respect to those who survived,

" Let it not

be said," exclaimed Captain Pierrepoint, "that, ivben living, you denied them bread,

to ivhofn, if dead, ycu tvotild Lave given a stone.'*

.'.;i "juhmtunt said, that the Ships were in the possession of Lord Hood, not
at prizes, but by a Convention. The cjses of AbouLir end the Helder appeared
to him to be i.ut at all analogous. With reject to the latter, the fact was,
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that in the answer of the Dutch Admiral to the summons made by Admiral

Miuhellj he, and his Officers, had surrendered themselves prisoners of 'war.

The captors in that case were convinced of th; justice of their claims, an J Had

ap]i!;ed to the Admiralty to declare the right of capture. If the qj'-stion of

capture were once admitted in the instance of Toulon, he should maintain, that

the land forces h id an equal right with the fleet in dividing the value. He
wou d not, howr.-vcr, ;,-o

to far &s to vote against the supply in the first instance,
but he thought th o ,111011 of the RigS.t Honourable Gentleman, who wa's

then in his place ;Sir WHUam Scott), should be taken, whether the Ships

brought away from TouUm were good prizes or not ? if not, he thought so

large a sum ougit not to be granted to Lord Hood at a moment when the
financial dutresses of the country .-. ere so great.

Hr Home Popbam spoke in support of the motion, though he thought it had
not been fairly stated He then went through a detail of the circumstances of
J.ord Hood's affair at Toulon. His Lordship appeared off that port with 14
ea:l of the line, and there were actually 17 sail in the harbour. He disembarked
the troops trut were 0:1 board, took Fort Malgue, and threatened the enemy's
fleet if they did not surrender. There was no secret negociation whatever be-

tween Lord Hood and the French Admiral St. Julien; it was nothing but a fair

trial of their two military powers. St. Julien quitted his situation, with many
others, who entered into rhe army of Carteaux He then panegyrised the ei-
celi<:nt conduct of Lord Hood at Basseterre, which must have had a great effect

upon the French Commander, and contended that his Lordship had not only

proved himself an excellent .Sea Officer, but also an able Land Officer; and, in

addition to both these, an able Statesman, by conciliating the affections of the

inhabitants of Toulon, by taking possession of the place for Louis the XVIIth,
to whom they were attached. There was for this purpose no Convention made,
but the whole was the result of a military operation. The sum proposed, tt

should be recollected, was not merely to Lord Hood, but to his Lordship as

one, and to a vast number of other Claimants. He felt that the House ought
to consider the beneficial consequences of remunerating the gallant defenders of

their country with liberality ; and likewise to think of the bad consequences of

neglecting or refusing to do so. We were again at war : Suppose Toulon were

again to be attempted ; would it not go very much against our interests to have
:'t known, that the Officers did not receive the Rewards they merited? Lord
Hood t:-ked for remuneration. The question had not been brought forward

during last war, for it would have appeared indelicate in the eyes of that Noble
Lord to have libelled the Ships at a time when such a proceeding might have
had an improper effect, considering the circumstances of the Capture. But
after Peace, he thought it more proper to lay it before Government. He had
done so. and it was to be hoped that no quirk or quibble of the law would de-

feat the greit object of remunerating the gallant Officers as they well deserved.

Mr. Cree-uey thought this was a matter to be determined by law, and not of

such a nature as properly ro come under Parliamentary consideration.

The Chancellor of tbs F.xcLequcr observed, that he had not spoken of any actual

Convention ; but that the whole transaction had the character of a Convention.
He did not put it to the House as a question or clarm of Right. No such word
as Right had escaped the lips of the Noble Lord alluded to in the course of this

transaction. He therefore put it to the liberality and generosity of the Home ;

and begged them to consider, that the Nation had received all the use and
benefit of the Ships ; and t& weigh well whether they ought not to recompence
those who had p ocured them.

1'r. Laurence declared, that he was no niggard in matters that claimed gene-
rosity ; but he could never agree wirh the gallant Officer, that, because this

measure came thus recommended, Parliament ought not to consider, and. ex-

amine it well, and fully He likewise animadverted on what fell from the

gallant Officer concerning the consequences of this being refused. He then
went into an enumeration of various circumstances, pointing out the leading
and different features of the transactions at the Kelder and at Toulon; at the
last of which, the fleet was in a great measure surrendered, but not captured,
In such cases, the claim could not attach to the same extern. After noticing
the proper practice in such cases, he dec ared he had no objection to ac cqui*

&ion. (ftoUXl. 3 <*.
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table remuneration ; but the papers on the subject ought to be in every Mem-
ber's hand, to examine them attentively before they were called upon to vote

the sum proposed. As it was, it might go to furnish a very bad precedent for

future demands. Considering that this service had btcn performed ten years

ago, and during another Administration, he believed Ministers had thought
they were only doing their duty, and acquitted them of every undue motive.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that the Honourable and Learned Member

had done him no more than justice in saying, that he believed he was only actu-

ated by a sense of his duty in bringing forward this business. But in point of

fact, the papers hid been on the table much longer than the Learned Gcr.tknvsii

seemed to imagine. He wished once more to be completely understood, that

he by no means brought this matter forward as any claim of Right. If he had

thought k such, he never certainly should have thought of coming with it to

Parliament. It was a broad question of National Liberality. .Neither of the

other cases mentioned were brought before Parliament; but his Maji/sty, by his

prerogative, ordered compensations. He believed his predecessors in office

would have done, in this instance, as he had done, after the length of time h*,d

elapsed, namely, to have brought it before Parliament
Dr. Ji,aurenee said, he had never seen the papers till just then.

Sir Home Pofbam explained to some points of Dr. Laurence's speech. Kis

anxiety for the gallant Officers might have led him to use strong words; but it

never could have been his wish or meaning, to say any thing that ought not to

be said in that House.

Dr. Laurence explained.
Mr. William Smith thought, that whenever a British House of Commons was

called upon to vote away such a sum, their disposition to investigate the reasons

on which they were so called, ought not to be counteracted by the expectation
of any other discussion. The muter its; If was of sufficient importance. If he
iwas to consult merely what, generally speaking, was due to the glorious
exertions of the Navy; if he were to consult his own feelings for many in that

Service with whom he was connected, he should not feel a moment's doubt as

to the voting of the money ; and, indeed, he had come down to the House with
a disposition to do so

; but he must confess, that what he had already heard
in the course of this debate, had made a considerable change in his mind. He
did not incline to think, that the gallant Officer had put the business on its

proper ground. He rather leaned to the statement of the Chancelloi; of the

Exchequer, that this was not a question of Right, but one of Liberality. Now
thi* was a very good reason for a little longer time for enquiry. The quantum
of the remuneration would depend upon the danger, the importance, and the

brilliancy of the exploit. Then again, the gallant Officer had admitted, th.it

the Army were concerned in the business. No one could possibly praise the
exertions of the Brkish Navy too much ; no one could possibly feel disposed to

praise them more highly than himself; but, surely, if the army were employed
in that transaction, we ought not to reward one branch of service alone, unless

any considerable reasons were given for it. The papers might have lain on the
table ever since last January, but that mere circumstance did not suppose every
individual member to be acquainted with them. It was not so material to kuow
when the papers were first laid on the table, as when the notice was first given,
which was but one or two days back: but that, in affairs of importance, was
not time enough. He thought there were grounds sufficient to lead to a further
examination of the subject, and for that purpose to a little delay; which, he

hoped, would not be productive of any ill consequences to any of the parties.
At the same time, he begged to say, that he was sorry to feel it a duty to inter-

pose any further delay between the generosity of the public and the conveni-
ence of those who had served it. The length of time that had elapsed, might
have almost exhausted them, and "

hope deferred," might make " the heart
sick."

Admiral Berleley spoke in support of the motion, and said, that the British

troops were marines, and that the other troops were Neupolitantt Spaniards, and
Other foreigners.
The Lbaatellor of tie Exchequer said, he understood that the statement of the
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Hon. Admiral was a just one. He should wish to know, whether the troopi
vrcre entitled to the remuneration as marines ?

i-.ir William Scott gave his opinion in their favour. Ke likewise declared hi*
conviction of the equity of the whole claim on the part of those who had been
instrumental in a measure, which gave a death blow to the French trade in the
Medittrranean.

'1 he Hon. Mr. Kinnaird thought the convention was binding in all respect!.
It was made by two parties; the one composed of Frenchmen attached to their

Sovereign, the other of the Officers of the British King. He wished to know
whether, in case of the restoration of the King of France,.these Ships would be
restored ? Let it he considered as a remuneration, and not as a claim due to the

captors. He should therefore move the previous question.
The Chairman informed the Hon. Member, that this was not a regular motion

in a Committee.
Mr. Jthnstone observed, that Lord Mulgrave, and several others of the British

Army, were at Toulon.
'J he Chancellor of the Exchequer observed, that it was to the troops concerned'

in taking Fort Malgue that the remuneration would be given.
Admiral Berkeley explained.
Sir Cbirles Pole poke from under the gallery, in favour of the motion.
Mr. Windhjm said, that the discussion had, like most others, given him some

information upon the question, but had done nothing towards a decision. It

was either a matter of right or of liberality, but it was not a settled question,
whether we gained the .Ships by a capture or a surrender. He remained

ignorant of that point. If his ignorance was peculiar, he had better withdraw
and avoid the decision. He was for some further examination.
The Hon. Mr. Kinnaird moved that the chairman should leave the chair,

which was negatived.
The original motion was then put and carried.

FRIDAY, MARCH 29.

Mr. Alexander brought up tie Report of tie Reiolutlin of tie Committee of Supply,
which sat yesterday, for the remuneration of Lord Hood, and the Officers,

Sailors, and Marines of the British fleet under his command, at Toulon, at the

commencement of the last war.
On the question being put, that the Report be now read,
Colonel Calcraft rose and said : he certainly felt much reluctance in offering

any thing like resistance to the liberality of Parliament on the present occasion ;

but as, from a full perusal, and due consideration of the documents upon the

table, he must differ very materially from those who last night seemed to think
the claim of Lord Hood to so large a sum of the public money as 265,000!.
so indisputable; he must now express his wish, that the House would at least

pause a little, and take time to consider the subject somewhat more minutely,
before they assented to a resolution, which, at such a moment as the present,
was to grant away, almost without any consideration, so large a sum of the

pub'ic money ; and upon a claim which he certainly could not consider as fairly
warranted. All he would at present ask, was, that the House, in so thin an

assembly, might not be pressed to adopt the present resolution, but that it might
at least be postponed until this day se'esinight, in order that it might have
consideration in a fuller attendance of Members. If this was not grained to

Mm, he must continue now to press his opposition, and to take the sense of the

House upon the subject. After a short pause, Mr. Calcraft continued, and ob-

served, that with respect to the transaction itself, he could not view it in the

light of a victory obtained by Lord Hood, by the force of British arms, but to

all intents and purposes a surrender to him, in trust for the King and people n

France ; and so specifically accepted. He could not, therefore, consider it as

entitled to any reward or compensation, on the score of a capture by force of

arms, or by any danger risked. No man had an higher opinion than he had
of the bravery of the i\oble Lord, and the gallant Officers, Seamen, and Sol-

ckcrs under his command. He felt also, that it was an ungracious thing to in-

terpose between the Liberality of 1'arliament and the Reward of Lr
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especially in the Navy, always so popular with the feelings of Englishmen,
Parliamentary Liberality, and the Remuneration of bravery, were high Bound-

ing words ; but he begged leave to say, that such a crisis as that in which the

Country now stands, is a time for justice, not literalitv; and he wished particularly
to call the recollection of the House to the first statement of the proposition
offered last night by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, when he set out with a

direct claim upon the justice of the country for the demand of I crd Herd,
though he afterwards softened it down into an appeal to the liberality of I'arlia*

xneot : Thus, then, abandoning all justice on account of this cl im. he appeals
to the liberality of the House ; but if once a door was opened to such claims,

by acceding inconsiderately to this measure, such a precedent would be e-tab

Jished as would expose the country to future claims without end. He begged,
therefore, to say, that however Gentlemen might feel themselves disposed, indi-

vidually, they should at least pause before they voted away the money of their

constituents Until they were first well assured, by due consideration of this

subject, that they were acting justly as well as liberally. He concluded by
moving an Amendment, "That inslcadoftbt word

'

n-ui,' tbs itorit
'
tbit day st'ea-

tttgljf bf inserted.

Sir J. A/fZ>o//said; that after the very ample discussion the subject had un-
-

dergone in the Committee last nicrht, he was but little prepared to expect the

opposition this day of the Honourable Member who had just sat down ; neither

did he feel it necessary to go very much at 1. rge into the question. In his own
apprehension, every man who considered for a moment the important services

rendered to his country by the Noble lord, and particularly in the briihant

achievement at Toulon, more immediately in contemplation at this moment
an achievement which not only sealed the fate, but gave the death blow to the

French marine whoever considered the important addition mace by that

event to the Brit'sh navy, and all the ciicumstancts which since occurred upon
that subject; must feel that Lord Hood, and the gallant Officers, i>eamen, and
Soldiers of his Fleet, on that occasion, had a strong claim, not only upon the

liberality but upon the equity of Parliament. It was true, those ^ip s were
taken in the rame, and on the behalf, of the lawful claimant to the crown of

France, and of his professed tubj? cts, at the moment ; and were to be held in

trust for them by the British Government : but when it was considered, that a

subsequent peace was made, under which the revolutionary Government of

France was recognized, the claims of i onis XVUth abandoned, and those

Tery subjects at Toulon recognised as the -ubjects of the new Government ; all

claims on those .'hips, for the account of the King of France, vanished, and

they became the property of the Crown of tngl.ind : as all spoils taken in

war must become the rigjit of the captors, or of the Crown, and not tf the

public. Those ^hips, however, had been converted to the public service; the

public had the advantage of them
;
and surely it could not be said, that the

public ought not to pay for thtm, and that the gallant captors alone should for-

feit their claims. He thought 1 ord Hood, in so long deferring his claims, had
acted with the most laudable decorum, and now brought them forward with
the utmost moderation; for he not only made no demand whatever for the

delay he had sustained, but he only demanded the appraised value of tl e vessels,
which must be considered, of course, upon the lowest possible scale of esti-

mation.
Col. ffooJ differed totally from the Hon. and Learned Gentleman, and said,

that however sanguine the opinions might be of some Gentlemen in that

House upon the fairness of Lord Hood's claims on this head, the general
opinion cut of doors was quite the reverse ; and upon the best consideration

he had been able to give the business, he had no hesitation in declaring, that

he thought that Lord Hood, so far from having any right to remuneration for

ttie Ships taken at Toulon, tuglt to fay for those nei'.cls be bad datroytd there.

Mr. Tyrti-bitt Jcres was atoiii>htd at the sentiment expressed by the Hon.
Gentleman who had just sat down, and wishrd it never had been uttered ; for

what must our brave Admirals and Seamen think of such an estimation of
their services being held in the opinion of any Member within those walls that

instead of being applauded and remunerated for destroying the enemy's Ships,

tleytvgbt te te naJe to f<*?f*r tbtirt. Such a seiuiiucnt he could not but sincerely
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deprecate, and he fully agreed with the Hon. and Learned Member who had

rrevioubly sprtken, in the fairness and equity ot the claims of Lord Hood and
his gallant forces; and relied on the liberality of the House ior conferring the

proposed remuneration. He fully coincided with the Honourable Gentleman
who opened this debate, on the necessity of public economy; and he himself

Would have fought tenth and nail against a proposition to give away unjustly, or

undeservedly, the public money ; but on the present occaion. he thought it

Bo more than a JIM and necessary exercise of the liberality of Parliament.

Mr. SberiJan said, that whatever might be the eagerness of Gentlemen to

manifest the liberality of Parliament, by rewarding the services of the Noble
Lord in question, he thought there was nothing in the case that called tor such

precipitancy, or that could render unreasonable the moderate request of the

Honourable Gentleman who opened this debate; and with those .sentiments,

however unpopular or ungracious they might seem, he must, in a very great

degree, coincide. Very high encomiums and compliments had been pretty liber-

ally lavished upon the conduct of the Noble Lord, from the other side of the

House, and far be it from him to derogate a tittle from even the most liberal

share of praise to which the public services of that Noble Lord were justly en-

titled. Oae Hon. Gentleman had declared tins night, that his conduct at Toulon
had sealed the fate 01 the 1 renth M.-.ri;ic, and given it its death blow. Now it was
his misfortune to differ most materially, as well from the opinion of Honourable
Gentlemen thi* night, as from all the other rapturous compliments expressed
on former occasions, by Gentlemen who were so deeply smitten with the bril-

liant achievements of the Noble Lord t Toulon achievements, no doubt, as

brilliant as the conflagration of a valuable fleet of Ships could render them ; but

which, if the enquiry for which he had felt it his duty to move on a former

occasion, had been granted, he very seriously imagined that House, instead of

being induced to vote their thanks to the Noble Lord, which he had opposed, or
the liberal remuneration proposed this night, -would bavt been induced to fats uforn

ftii conduct, an that occasion, scmtcLixg lite the several censure and rcf
rotation* . As to

the achievement of '1 oulon, as it was called, so far was it from being the act of

the Noble Lord, that it appeared to be a matter of surprize to him, into which
he was led not without tome reluctance. The Ships taken were not the

result of a victory, but of a surrender, expressly made and accepted on behalf
of Louis XV i I. As to the Ships burned, for which the Noble Lord took so

much merit on claiming no remuneration, a gallant Officer of the land forces,

DOW no more, and a part of the army, had much more to do in that affair

thui the Noble Lord ; and as to the assertion, that the operations of the Noble
Lord on that occasion had sealed the fate ot the French Navy, he begged to

know, how came it then, that within six months afterward, a fleet of sixteen

eail of the line sailed from that very arsenal, equipped by the very stores, which
Lord Hood neither brought away, as he ought to have done, nor destroyed, if

he could not bring them away ? If the fate of the French Navy was, sealed by
that event, how came it that the battle of Aboukir was fought five years after-

wards with a formidable French fleet, by another Noble Lord, who had

certainly found something beside the affair at Toulon necessary to seal the fate

of the enemy's marine ?

But it seemed, from the statement of the Hon. and L earned Gentleman, that

the House was called on to grant this sum to the Noble Lord, not as a right,
but that he would condescend to accept it as a favour. Tins put him in mind
of an incident in a dramatic piece, where Lord Foppington calls on his brother

for five hundred pounds, which, he says,
" he does not demand as a right, but

will accept as a favour," and his brother answers, '' by right or by favour, you
ecm anxious to have the money." (A laugb.J But for his own part, so far as

the conduce of the Noble Lord was concerned in that affair, he thought, instead

of reward, be u-as entitled to the strongett reprobation; for instead of employing the
time he was in possession of Toulon to secure and send home, as he ought to

have done, the ships which had surrendered, and also the stores with which

* Mr. Sheridan here betrays an ignorance of the history of the last war ; and speak*

..., . . .,- ..c.-'i >..-. iust iio;a geueral report.
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that arsenal so much abounded, lie neglected the grand opportunity, by which
he might, indeed, have done something towards effectually sealing the fate of
the French Marine ; and even when he found it necessary to quit the place,
and had timely notice of that necessity, he contented himself with a scrambling
and most ineffectual attempt to destroy the arsenal, and those stores which h
was his duty to have brought away, but almost the whole of which, as well as

a considerable number of Ships and Craft, he left totally uninjured, for the enemy
to repossess. Our gallant troops were ordered on board the Ships without

*ny notice of their final departure; and the loyal, but unfortunate inhabitants

of the place, who had surrendered the town and arsenal to Lord Hood, were

cruelly abandoned to the fury of their enraged countrymen. Those who
attempted to escape on board our Ships were violently pushed on shore, and were
abandoned to destruction in the very place which they had surrendered, in

reliance upon the faith of a British Admiral, who left them to become the

victims of their own credulity. Mr. Sheridan next adverted to the document*
laid before the House, and contended that they were unsatisfactory. He con-

cluded bv declaring, that he could not give his assent to the measure.

The Master of the Rolli said, he thought that in the present case the House
was bound to do every thing in the way of bounty and liberality, which it had
done on similar occasions. From the beginning of Queen Anne's reign down
to the present moment, no enemy's Ships were ever put into the possession of
this country, without a compensation to the captors. If Lord Hood could have,
with propriety, proceeded to lay his case before the Court of Admiralty, there

would have been no occasion for the present application to the House, because
a condemnation would have made these Ships his property. Had it not been
for the Noble Lord, and the force under his command, these Ships would have
remained a part of the enemy's force. By his interference alone were these

Ships transferred to the British Navy. He had placed himself in such a situ-

ation, that he could have made a capture of them. His Lordship had ulterior

objects of State policy to pursue. He wished to get possession of the town
of Toulon, and not merely the Ships in the harbour, but the Ships in the dock-

yards of Toulon, and also to endeavour to conciliate the favour of the people.
Under all these circumstances his Lordship thought it prudent to abstain fn.m

insisting on an absolute surrender, and chose to rest satisfied with a qualified
surrender of these Ships. In a Court of Prize, he could not have made a claim

under such circumstances, where nothing short of an absolute capture was

necessary. These Ships have joined his Majesty's Navy, and been in hie service

for nine year't. During the war, when it was uncertain if the Bourbon family
would be restored to their ancient Government, it was impossible for Lord
Hood to make any claim upon certain and distinct grounds, such as those on
which it at present rests. In the negociations at Lisle, it was proposed on the

part of the French, that a restoration of these .^hips should be made to them,
because the surrender was made for the Crown of France Since the peace has

been made, the Ships still remain in our possession, and the Bourbon family
does not now exist to claim them. Lord Hood was, therefore, now in the

situation of a captor, and was entitled to claim them. No other captor stood in

a different situation, for certainly the present question is not to be decided upon
a comparative view of particular victories. A captor who takes a prize without

fighting a battle, is equally entitled to remuneration as if he had performed the

most glorious achievements in obtaining it. This case was very different from
the actions at Aboulir and Copenhagen. These victories were very glorious, but

they had not been the means of acquiring any thing which demanded pecuniary

compensation. The difference between dtitroying and capturing, was in th

proportion of two to one ; and therefore it appeared to him that the case wag

infinitely stronger in favour of Lord Hood, than either of the other cases.

Gentlemen who opposed this measure say, that they wished to know who
were the individuals to receive this bounty. There was, however, no instance,

from the time the practice began, of giving the amount of prizes to the captors,

where, under such pretences, compensation was ever refused. The question
then was. when would Lord Hood's right have become absolute, ii he had

brought these Ships away without any convention as to the surrender of them ?

It was said that the claim of the Bourbon family may possibly be revived cvca



IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT. 487

in future ages. He would not take upon him to decide that question, but it

was absurd to think that we ought for ever to suspend the decision till the

period that such a possibility should no longer exist It would be delaying it

till all the people employed in this transaction were perhaps in their graves;
and leaving it to their representatives to put in their claims, in a most irregular

manner, and a: various intervals of time. There were various instances similar

to the present, where the bounty of the House had been called forth. In thp
case *f the garrison of Gibraltar, if the captors could have been answered l>y

being desired to go into a court of law, they would not have been recompensed
by Parliament. It was in Lord Hood's option to have laid claim to these cap-
tures, but motives of delicacy had prevented him. To refuse compensation for

these Ships would be holding out a bad lesson to other Officers of his Majesty's

Navy, by encouraging them to attend solely to their own private advantage,
and enter into no agreements or conventions, whereby any risk would be
incurred of being deprived of compensation, by a decision of the House ot Com-
mons. As to the House not being fully informed of all the particulars of ihi

affair, lie should only observe, that it had been matter of notoriety for no less

than ten years; and there was consequently no additional information that could
be obtained. In short, his opinion was, thit although the Noble Lord's case

was not one which could be determined in a Court of Law, the House were no
les bound in justice to put him in the situation of an ordinary captor, by grant-
ing the compensation proposed.
Mr. SLeriJaa explained.
The Cbjncelloi of the F.xctequer said, he rose for the purpose of adverting t*

what had been said by an Hon. Gentleman opposite to him (Mr. Sheridan).
Those Ships which afterwards fell into the hands of the enemy, were included
in the present valuation, because they were actually manned by British seamen,
carried the British flag, and had been employed by Lord Hood in the Mediter-

ranean, during the summer of 1793- They had been admitted into the harbour
of Toulon, by th* enemy's batteries, while they had the British ilag flying.
The sum proposed was intended to be vored to Lord Hood, in trust for all

those who had been concerned, in the capture at Toulon. He' trusted the

House would do him the credit to believe, that no greater sum had beta

demanded, than the claims tendered had really amounted 10. He apprehended
that his Majesty's right to all captures, was inherent in the Crown, without

any constraint or controul. 1 here was no desire to hurry this matter through
the House -when there was a scarcity of Members. It was brought forward on

Thursday last, a day on which a very full Hou se was expected, and the papers
have been lying on the table since the ijth of February. It was material to

the happiness and peace of mind of all those interested, that this question should

no longer be delayed, if it was thought fit to be decided at all.

Mr. Banket thought it would be impossible to accede to the proposition, as to

those eight Ships which were marked in the papers as not having been out of

Toulon, bec.iuse it was improper to pay for any but those from which the

public had reaped a permanent benefit. He wished to know from what fund
it was proposed tfi make this remuneration.

The CLanccllor of the Exchequer said, that it would be paid out of the Naval
Fund for the year.
Mr. Joim'one said, he was convinced by the treaty of eight articles which

lord Hood had entered into with the people of Provence, that he h.id received

those Ship in trust only, and therefore the Noble Lord, as acting for his Ma-
jesty, could make no claim. Under such circumstances he could not persuade

himself, that Lord Hood was entitled to the sum of 300,000!. of the public

money, at a time when we were engaged in an expensive war, of which we
cannot conceive the termination. All the 25 Ships ought to have been brought

away when we were forced to cede Toulon, as soon as Lord Hood foresaw

the events which were about to take place. He therefore rested his whole

argument upon this fact, that this was not a capture, but a cession in conse-

quence of a treaty.
Mr. Alexander said, Le never beard mere absurd arguments used, in order to do

ait-ay
the gratefulfeelingi of the Home.
Mr. Burroughs thought there could be no distinction observed between the
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vessels captHred on that occasion ; and he was surprised to hear such a di*^

cussion about a matter for which the House had formerlj voted thanks to the

Noble Lord in quetion.
Dr. Laurence agreed, that the prerogative, as to captures, remained in the

Crown, and thnt the proposed sum might even have been granted without any

application to Parliament, but it was fcr the Honse to decide as to the propriety

and justice of such donations : it was left for it to determine the quantum of

remuneration to be allowed upon that occasion.

The Attornr? General sa ;

d, it would be proper to give the full value of all the

Ships mentioned as being captured and destroyed on that occasion. After ten

or eleven years the claim was now brought forward solely as a question refer-

ring to the King's liberality. The King thought that the whole amount

ought to be granted. Such a recommendation from his Majesty would be a

sufficient record of the fact.

The report was then read, and the resolutions agreed to.

THURSDAY, APRIL 5.

Sir Jamef Harris presented an account of the number and tonnage of Shift
built foi' his Majesty's service since the commencement of the war.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL Z$.

Mr. yir-oli gave notice, that he would, on this day se'nnight, move for lervs

to bring in a bill, founded upon the fourth report of the Commissioners on the

Naval Enquiry, far the better regulation of the Distribution of Prize Money.

FRIDAV, APRIL Zj.

CALEDONIAN CANAL.
The Clsncellor of the Excbcqusr said, the object of the resolution which he had

now to propose, was for carrying on that truly great national work, the Cale-

donian Canal, for joining the Eastern and Western Sea, from Inverness to Fort

William. This canal was of vast importance to the general commerce of the

empire, but attended with peculiar advantages to Scotland. To Ireland also it

would afford the opportunity of a direct communication witN the North Sea.

This grand work was to be executed on a scale very different from that of the

canals in England, being to be nude capable of conveying frigates of 32 guns,
and thus affording additional means of defence, and naval and military opera-
tions. The Right Honourable Gentleman entered into a history of the proceed-
ings relative to this undertaking from the survey of the Highlands, by the

order of the Commissioners of the Treasury in 1801. This report of the survey-
made by that skilful engineer, Mr. Telford, had been laid before the House,
and referred to a Select Committee, before whom another very able engineer,
Jtfr. Jessop, had confirmed the utility and practicability of the work, and the

estimate of the expense of completing it. The expense of completing it was
estimated at between 4 and 500,0:0!., which, in an undertaking of such general
benefit, could not justly be suffered to fall on the adjoining landholders, if they
were capable of bearing it. The sum was too great to be borne by the adjoin-

ing country, but the landholders were willing to give every assistance to the

promotion of the work, by giving land for nothing, and giving various facilities

besides. Among the objects for which this work was undertaken, a principal
one was to check the spirit of emigration which prevailed in the Highlands in

1801, and which still prevailed to some degree, and preserve to the country
one of the most valuable classes of the men of whom its armies were composed.
This work would contribute largely to that effect, by affording present employ-
ment and giving facility to the establishment of commerce and manufacture*

in its vicinity. It was intended that only 50,000!. should be granted from year
to year, till the work was compleated, in order that the money should not be
taken out of the public purse in a larger proportion than was necessary for the
current expense. He concluded with moving, that this sum should be
for this year. Agreed to.
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Admiral
Berkley

wished to be informed if the 15,000 marines were included

in, or added to, the 68,000 stamen voted on a former occasion.

Mr. Tiermy said, that the monthly returns were made only to him, and the

whole, including the marines, amounted to 102,000 men.

MONDAY, APRIL 30.

Navy Supplies voted, (exclusive of 325,000!. Ordnance Sea Service,)

11,7.15,000!.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 2.

Mr. Jer-uh postponed, to this day se'nnight, his motion for leave to bring in

a Bill upon the Fourth Report of the Board of Naval tnquiry.
An Officer presented at the bar the 6th Report of the Board of Naval

Enquiry, from the yards of Woolwich and Plymouth. Ordered to be printed.

MAY 5.

Mr. Curivtn presented a petition from the traders and merchants of Working-
ton, praying for the.formation of a navigable harbour at Ramsay. Ordered to

lie on the table. It was also ordered, on the motion of Mr. Curwen, that an
humble address be presented to his Majesty, praying that there be laid before

the House copies of the petitions presented by the inhabitants of Ramsay to

the persons appointed to take a survey of the Isle of Man in 1791, with a view-

to its improvement.
MAY 8.

An account was presented from the Navy Office, of the number of troops

employed as marines on board his Majesty's Ships of war. Ordered to lie on
the table.

MAY 9.

Mr. Jcrvh observed, that the Fourth Report of the Commissioners of Naval

Enquiry had stated that there was great impropriety in the conduct of certain

Prize Agents in some instances. To remedy this evil as much as possible,

by preventing the extension of such practices, was the object of the motion of
which he had given notice to the House. When money lay unclaimed in the

hands of these gentlemen for any considerable length of time, there might
possibly be a temptation to them to act against their duty. He thought there-

fore, that it would be advisable to establish one General Office where the money
should be deposited ; that the profits of 5 per cent, upon the net proceeds
should be divided between that Office and their Agents in a given proportion ;

and that the interest for the use of the large sums which were known to be so

frequently in the hands of Prize Agents should not be suffered to go into their

pockets, but should be accounted for to the Captors, in order that they might
be benefited as much as possible in the receipt of the well-earned reward of
their gallant exploits. He should also wish that the time of payment should

be made an object of more general notoriety than it at present is. He then

moved that leave be given to bring in a Bill to'secure the speedy distribution of
Prize moinjy, and to regulate the practice of Prize Agents.

Mr. Dtr.! stated, that the irregularities to which the Honourable Member
alluded, were only the practice of certain West India Agents. It" the operation
of the Bill was confined to them only, he should give it his support, but he saw
no necessity for the introduction of any general measure on the subject. Dr.

.Laurence spoke nearly to the same effect.

Alter some further consideration, leave was given to bring in the Bill.

MAY IO.

Mr. Jir-vit brought in the Prizs Agents' Bill, which wa read a first time,
and ordered to be rtad a second time to-morrow se'nnight and printed.

MAY 17.

Mr. Ward presented a petition from certain Prize Agents against the provi-
sion-, of the Prize- Agency Bill. It was ordered to lie on the table, and the

petitioners to be heard by themselves or their Counsel on the second reading of

the Bill.

jftab. <faron. (HoI.XI. 3
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JUNE 7.

On the order of the day being read for the second reading of the Bill for the

better regulation of Navy Prize Agency,
Mr. Dickinson thought the Bill a measure of such great importance, and as

affecting the interests of so great a body of men, as the whole of the Prize

Agents of this country, and the whole of the Oflicers and men of his Majesty's

Navy, that some further time ought to be given before the House was called on
to decide finally on the measure. The Board of Admiralty, he said, had taken

the subject into consideration, but found it so complicated, and involving so

miny contrary interests, that they hid not yet come to any decision upon it."

He hoped, however, there would be no objection to postponing the second

reading till Tuesday se'nnight.
Mr. AdJingtcn rose to remind the House th<)t this Bill had already been a con-

siderable time pending; that it was founded upon the Report from the Commis-
sioners of Enquiry into Navy Abuses', of which abuses, those of Priz-; Agents
formed a considerable part, and made so long since as last July. That his Hon.
Friend (Admiral Markham,) had brought forward the Bill so long since as

February last; that although various causes had since occurred to delay the

progress of this Bill, yet it was one of great importance, because it went to

rectify and ascertain the mode by which the sailors of the British Navy, who
fought the battles of their country, were to receive fairly the produce of the

prizes they had won, as the remuneration of their gallantry. '1 he Session was

already so far advanced, that any farther delay would risk the loss of this Bill

in the present year. The House would recollect, that on appointing Commis-
sioners to enquire into the abases in the N.ival Department, the subject of

Prize Agency was one to which, in a very particular manner, they had directed

the vigilance of the Commissioners. M he object of the present Bill, founded, as

it was, upon the result of minute inquiry, was to establish the most rapid mode
of decision possible, by which the British captors of lawful prizes might be
enabled to obtain their rights, and to appoint a safe place of deposit for the pro-
ceeds of their captures, until such time as their rights should be ascertained,
and where they might apply for information, or payment, in the proper time,
instead of being left at the mercy of Piize Agents. Against the principle of

the Bill he was confident there could not be any objection, nor did he under-
stand that any was likely to arise; but he trusted, that the circumstance of the

present Admiralty Board not having had time, in the multiplicity of their con-

cerns, to come to any decision upon the Bill, would not be allowed to operate
with the House, as a reason for further delaying, beyond this day, the second

reading, which would acknowledge the principle at least. But if the Govern-
ment would even pledge itself to support the Bill in the next Session, it would
afford high satisfaction to his mind, and render him the less anxious about

pressing it forward at so late a period as the present
Mr. Pitt said, that his Hon. Friend (Mr. Dickcnson) in naming a particular

day for the second reading of the Bill, which, for the reasons he had as-igned,
he thought more eligible than the present, ought fairly to he understood as

giving a proof of his intention to go on that day into the discussion
;
but really,

upon looking into the Eill, it was found to contain many points so extremely
knotty, and so likely to excite much difference of opinion in the detail, that the

Board of Admiralty, in the multiplicity of important concerns which had

pressed upon them since their accession to office, had not hod time to give it

the necessary deliberation, so as to make up their minds on the Hill. His Ma-
jtsty's Government would therefore give no pledge upon the .subject one way
or the other : they would not content themselves with saying the principle was
a good one, and therefore pass the Bill without examination or comment.

They did not chuse to amuse the House with empty \vords, or pledge them-
selves to the adoption of a measure without examination or alteration ; nor did

he think the matter so- very pressing, after so long a delay as it had already

experienced, to defer it only for a few days longer. This species of argument,
he was sure, had little chance of being satisfactory to the Hon. Gentleman who
poke last, and who, notwithstanding the delay the Bill h.id already experienced
under his auspices, was ready to defer it till next Session. But it was very
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extraordinary, that though the Eiil was alledj^cd to be founded upon a Report
*o remote as the month of July last, and the Bill brought forward to early as

laf-t February, the Hon. Gentleman who thought it now so urgently necessary,
did not take a much earlier opportunity, when he might have so done, to prtss
it foiward with more expedition.
Mr. Johmtoae thought the delays in the decision of causes in the Prize Court

were full as much an object of complaint as any to \\hich this Bill was directed.
Ke said, that the new Ministry had been now a month in office, and it was ex-

traordinary they could not, in that peiiod, find time to consider a Bill of so much
importance.
Mr. -SWjw Bourne considered this an unfair attack upon his Hon. Friends, who

had, only a few days since, taken their g-.-ats since their re-election.

>:r. Jf'izri/ said, that the clauses of the Bill went to establish a new Board,
under the direction of the Board of Admiralty, with salaries to the amount of
6 oool. per antium. If the principle merely went to the rights of teamen, and
the establishment of a speedy mode of redress or jus-tice toward* thtm, there
could be no objection ; but this bill went to alter the whole system of agency,
and to take away the right of individuals to appoint their own agents.
The Bill was ordered for the second reading on Tuesday sxj'unight.

JUNE 8.

Sir William ElforJroK, and observed, that he had ?ome time since announced
his intention to bring forward a motion for enquiry into the conduct of die

late Board of Admiralty, touching certain tiansa-cuons which had occurred by
their authority ; but that this motion had been, from one cause or other,
deferred from time to time. It was now his intention to withdraw his motion

altogether; however bethought it due, in respect towards the House, to explain
his motive for so doing. One of his objects in the intended motion, was a

hope, that from the representation of their conduct, which he should have
stated to the House, that he might induct- the House to address his Majesty for

their dismissal; the other, that he might be able to procure justice to certain

persons, whom they had thought proper to dismiss from their employment, and
whom they had, in that and other respects, scven-ly injured. The former of
these objects had been already answered; the other, he trusted, would have

dye attention from his Majesty's present Government. He would therefore

now withdraw his notice, reserving to himself, however, the liberty of reviving
it on a future occasion, if that justice should no: be rendered.

JUNE 13.

Mr. Rose observed, that according to the Prize Act passed last Session, all

Fast India prizes which were taken and brought into Liverpool, were ordered to

be warehoused, and could not be brought to the port of London, where- it was

provided by the Act that they must be sold, which was attended with great in-

convenience, as they were subject to thb port duties of London, ia addition ta

those already paid. He therefore moved, that the House re.-olve itcii into a,

Committee to consider of the Prize Act, which was agreed to.

The House then resolved itself into a Committee on the said Act, Mr. Alex-*

aiidcr in the Chair.- The Bill being read froJot ma,
Mr. Xose moved, that the bpcaker be directed to move for leave to bring in a

Bill to amend the said Act, and to permit Prize Goods brought to the Port of

Liverpool to be sold there.

Tl.e kq-ort was brought up and agreed to, and a Bill ordered thereon.

JUNE 14.

Mr Pore brought up a Bill for allowing the sale of certain East India Prize

Goods in the Port oj LiverpooJ. Read a first time.

JUNE 15.

The Eatt India Liverpool Prize Goods Bill was read a second timej and,

<>rdcred tu be committed on Monday.
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JUNE l8.

On the motion of Mr. Rose the Hou^e resolved into a Committee on the

Liverpool East India Prize Goods Sale Bill. Ordered to be reported to-

morrow.
Mr. Alderman Ccmbt presented a petition from certain Merchants of the City

of London against the Bill, and praying- to be heard by Counsel.

Mr. Rite exj'ic-sed some surprize that such a petition should come forward.
The petition stated, that the sale of those goods at Liverpool would be injurioui
to the interest of the City of London. Now, the only persons whose interests

it could be supposed to injure were the East-India Company, and the Bill hud
their concurrence. The goods had been landed at Liverpool by the permission
of the Board of Customs, and stored in their warehouses : and if this Bill were

rejected, a heavy expense must be incurred in re-shipping, besides that of fr, ight
and insurance up to London, where they would then be sold ; and the only
result that could happen, would be a very heavy loss to the ov. ncrs, without

any service whatever to the City of London, or the Indb Company. He con-

ceived, therefore, that the only persons who could hold up any pretence of injury
must be Brokers and Underwriters, and trusted that the House would not be

induced to reject the Bill on that account.

The petition was ordered to lie on the table, and leave given to the Petition-

ers to be heard by Counsel on the Report of the Bill.

JUNE 19.

Mr. Jervis moved, that the second reading of the Prize Agency Bill be de-

ferred ti this d*y sc'nniyht.
/VT. 1'itt, Mr. Dickinson, Admiral Berkeley, Mr. Dent, Mr. John Nichol.'s,

and Dr. Laurence, in a word or two each, expressed their general disapproba-
tion of the measure, which was defended by Mr. jervis aud bir Charles Pole 5

after which the motion was agreed to.

ipromotiona anti appointment.

CAPTAIN William Fothergill is promoted to the rank cf Post Captain, and
continues in the command of the Lancaster cf 64 guns in the East Indies. Cap-
tain 1'ickrnore is appointed to the Utrecht, the FIjg ship of Admirol Holloway,
at Deal; Captain G. Burhon, to the Adamant; Captain Butt, to the Inspector;
Lieutenant Burlton, to the Rangier. Mr. 1 rounsell is appointed Secretary to

Sir. K. Gcwer. Captain Spranger, to the Amethyst, vw A. Campbell ; Captain
Frazcr, to the Sea Kencibles at Liverpool; Captain Ayscough, to be Sir j. T.
Duckworth's Captain ; Lieutenant O. B. Greene, (of Southampton,) to be a

Commander; Captain Davis, to the Perseus; Captain Newman, to the Veteran;

Captain Hawkc, to the Majctic ;
and Captain Searle, to the Helder ; armed

Ships: Mr. E.Harvey, to be Lieutenant of the Amethyst j
Mr. fchugar, to be

Turner of the Malabar ; and M. Manby, late of the Apollo, to the Hindostan.

Captain Hurd is cor. missioned by the Board of Admiralty to take the most
accurate soundings off Brett, to ascertain, and lay down on a chart, the sunken
rocks that endanger our blockading fit-et cffthat harbour : this experienced Offi-

cer sailed From 'Plymouth on Sunday' lair, upon this survey. Captain Stewart
is appointed to the Cormorant ; Captain Mackay, to the Alert ; Captain S.'ade,

to the Raillcur ; Captain White, to the Avenger; Captain Smart, to the Royal

Sovereign, Sir R. Bickcrton's Hag ship; Lieutenant Napier, to the Signal Post

on Maker Heights, vice Burdwood, deceased; Lieutenant J. Ay^ccu^h, to the

Guachapin.
C. Bishop, I'tq.

of Doctors' Commons, is appointed King's Proctor, in the

room of the late ivlr. Heseltinc. LT. Baird Ute of the Board of ComBUMKNien
of .* ick and Hurt, is appointed Inspector of Hospitals.
Lord Garlic* is appointed to the Ajax.-of 80 guns, which is taken out of dock.

Lord W. Stuart, of the Crescent, succeeds Sir Sydney Smith in his co

whose suit of Health is much imruiitd by his late profoiioual duties.
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The Honourable Captain Paget it elected Member for Melborne Port, in the
room of his brother, Lord Paget.

Sir .Erasmus Cower is appointed Commander upon the Newfoundland Station,
in the room of Admiral G .mbier, appointed a Lord of the Admiralty.

Arrived from town C-.iptain Duff, who is to go out to take command of the

Mars, of 74 gmif, -v':ce Rear-Admiral Sutton, zd in commai.d at 1'iymouth ;

Captain Pym at present has the command of the Mars, on the Fe-rrol Station.

Admiral Sir J. Orde, liart. or Admiral Sir R. Curtis, are talked of as the suc-
cessor at this port to Sir J. Colpoys, one of the Lords of the Admiralty.
Hr H. iNcdlc rcriiib his seat at the Admiralty, in consequence of his being ap-

pointed to the command of the Royal Yacht. Admiral Gambier wiil have his

house at the Admiralty.
The Kins; hus been pleased to grant to the Right Honourable George Can-

ning the Office of Treasurer of his Majesty's Navy.
The following Captains, who were omitted in the late promotion of Flag

Officers, are to be placed on the retired list of Captains, with the rank of Rear-

Admiral; viz. Honourable M. l-orucue, Sir Harry Heron, Bart. Charle

Hughes. James Samber, R. Milbanke, VV. Booth, E. Herbcit, W. F. Grevillc,

John Breton, James Burney, J. VVainvvright, J. Gibson, T. Ravve, and J.

Iggulden, 1-sqrs.

Captain C. Cole is appointed to the Culloden, (Sir E. Pdlcw's Uag-ship) ;

Captain Coghlan, to the Renard, vice Cathcart, made a Post Captain; Lieu-
tenant M. A. N. De Strack, of the A.iibrook; and Cutlipp, of the Castor.
to be Commanders : Captain Mackellar, to be Agent for Prisoners at Halifax ;

Captain C. Jor.es, to the Prospero bomb, vice Humphries, promoted ; Captain

J. Watson, to the hmpervier at this port; Lieutenants Ratsey and Hawtaync,
of the iais, to the Culloden ; Captain Sheriff, to the Amie.

BIRTH.
At Mailing Kouse, near Lewes, the Lady of Captain J. Young, of a son.

MARRIAGES.
At Pnrtsea, Captain Stedman, of the Porthnd Prison Ship, to Miss Edney.
Captain H. R. Glynn, to Mrs. \V. Turquand, widow of the late Captain

Turquand.
At BLckfriars, R. Saumarez, Esq. Surgeon, brother of Sir J. Sauniarez, to

Mrs. Hetherington, of Burrow Buildings.
June ia. Captain \Villiam Hotham to Miss Jcynes, daughter of Sir Edward

Jeynes.
13. Captain Tobin, to Mrs. Duff, of Richmond.

14. At Yeovill, T. Mould, Esq. Lieutenant and Adjutant of the Portsmouth
r.ivision of Marines, to Miss H. kawlings, youngest daughter of Dr. Rawliugs,
of Yeovil.

1 ieutenant C. Bowen. to Miss Hardy, of Charlotte Place.

At Hampstead, Lieutenant Guyon, to Miss Debaufre, daughter of Mr. Joseph
Debaufre, of Hampstead.

OBITUARY.
May 16. At the house of John Ellis, Esq. at Hurlington, near Fulham, in

the 43*1 year of his age, Vice-Admiral Christopher Parker, by whose death the

sci vice !.as lo-t a mo t active and valuable Officer. In the early part of his life,

during the war \vith America and Fiance, he di stinguished himself upon several

.ins in the Y.'est Indies, but particularly at the siege of Amoa, where he led

the- attack against the fort as Captain of the Lowestoffs. In the most gallant and

jpnitrd manner he likewise, in the con-.mand of the Diamond, engaged la Fee, a

French Frigate of equal force, and after a sharp action, compelled her to tale

refuge under the enemy's batter;c ? at St. Domingo. At the commencement of

the late war with France he commanded la Blanche Frigate, on the Windward
Islands Station, and upon the capture of St. Lucic was sent home with dispatchec

by tarl St. Vincent. He then served under Earl Howe, as Captain of the Va-

liant, iu the Channel Fleet ; afterwards, as Rear-Admiral, he served iu the same
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Fleet, under Sir John Colpoys ; and, lastly, with the rank of Vice-Admiral, as

second in command to Admiral Dickson, in the North Sea, till the conclusion

of the war. The remains of this distinguished Officer, who WES the only son of

Sir P. Parker, Bart. Admiral of his Majesty's Fleet, were deposited in a vault of
his family at St. Margaret's Church, Westminster. The grave must net be suf-

fered to close upon such a man, without that eulogy which he so truly merited :

Praises of the living maybe called adulation; but, after death, even malevolence

may allow them to emanate from a purer source. Though the British Navy
boasts a more extensive list of illustrious characters than any other corps of aay
other country, yet it must be acknowledged, that this diminution is a severe loss

to the service ; for he, whose death is row bewailed, received the most flattering
marks of approbation and esteem from Earl Howe, under whom he acted; and
the Earl of St. Vincent, Lord Gardner, Admiral Cornwall-is. Sir John Colpoys

(his Commanders at different times}, will unite their willing testimony of his de-

sert. His Ship was always in the best state of discipline, and for this simple rea-

son there was no needless severity towards the men no offensive haughtiness
to the Officers: he supported the dignity of a Commander upon deck, and ex-

hibited the easy manners of a gentleman in the cabin. Thus did he conciliate

the regard of all ; they obeyed with the cheerfulness of affection ; and were as

anxious for his fame, as if each individual partook of it. His whole system evin.

ced a comprehensive mind, and a philosophical knowledge of the sort of men he
had to command : His courage was of the best sort ; as free from rashness as it

was devoid of fear when a moral duty was to be performed, there was no la-

bour which he would not undertake; no danger that could appal him. He was
the early companion and intimate friend of Lord Nelson. When this great man
(the hero of Aboukir and Copenhagen,) was receiving the meed of well-earned

applause at a Royal table, he observed (with the generosity which ever accoai-

panies genuine merit), that his.successes weie owing to his good fortune, which
had placed him in those stations;

"
for," said he. 4i there are many other Offi-

cers who would have done as much under similar circumstances ; one I will vcn-

t re to name CHRISTOPHER PARKES."
At Poole, the 29th of Jan. Captain Thos. Durell. Captain H. Mitford, sup-

posed to be drowned in the York. Lately, at Edinburgh, Captain Simon Mac-
kenzie. Captain William Tahourdin. Captain Charles Dixon. Captain Tho-
mas Larcom. Captain J. W. T. Dixon, drowned at the wreck of the Apollo :

for particulars, see Naval Chronicle, page 392 of this Volume. Lately, at Leith,
Mr. J. 'J hcmpson, Commander in the Navy At Swanage, Mr. Martin Cole,

Commander in the Navy. Mr. John Mtlhuish, Commander of the Perseus

Bomb Captain T. P. Durell At Salisbury, Lieutenant de la Touche. Lieu-

tenant Murray, of the Blanche Frigate Lieutenant Benjamin Symes, of '.he

Hunter. Lieutenant Thomas Livesey, of the ^Eolus. Lieutenant hvans. of the

Ulysses. Lieutenant G. W. Stedman, of the Tartar. This meritorious Seaman
was killed in the service of his country, off the Island of Cuba, on the 24th, of

Nov. 1803 He was the eldest son of Lt.-Colonel J. G. Stedman, deservedly held

in high estimation as an Officer, and nUo as an Author, from his Nanative of an

Expedition to Surinam. Lieut. Edward Hallum In the West Indies, Lieut.

Domeft, said to have been blown up in a tender with 16 men. Lately, Lieut.

George Hire Lieutenant Thomas Salmon Richard*. Lieutenant W. J. M.
Leake, killed in the Swift hired cutter In the West Indies, Lieutenant Samuel

Neville, of the Centaur, of his wopnds Li< utejiant Charles Wilsoq, lost in the

Apollo. Lieutenant N. Pooke In the Elephant, at Jamaica, Captain leers,
of the Marine*. Captain Fitzgerald, of the IV- armes. On bojrd the Gibraltar,

Captain H obcrt Johnstone In Mountstown, Lieutenant W. Hoyd, of la Pique -*

1 ieutenant Marshall, of the Guachapin. Lieutenant Holmes, of the Hippome-
ncs, Ar*Plymctith Lock, Mr. T. Lion, Master in the Navy. Mr. Joseph joncs,
Purser of the I It-phant. \'r

J. P. Raner, I'ur-er of the Theseus. M. A. .'hep-

pard, Purser of tl^c Vanguard. Mr. J. I'.urdwood, Purser of the Port JVlah< n

Mr. F. .shove. Purser of the JEoius. Mr. \\'. Chambers, Purser in the Navy.
Mr. Adam, Pur-er of the Hippomenes Mr. J. Britain, PurstT in the Navy.
On the yth of April, at Newcastle upon Tym1

, Lieutenant Samuel Gooch, of his

Majesty's armed ^hip, Providence. In Devonshire Puce, the infant Soil of

Captain M. H. -cott, of the Royal Navy.



APPENDIX,

, I.

In the Three Pint Volumes of our CHRONICLE, ive gave some Historical

f/tsts of tie R-jal Navy on a nciv and enlarged Plan, which received

the A'/ probation of the Jlrst Characters In the Service. The Return if
6ne of thf oldest of our Correspondents has enabled us to renew this and

other Articles of equal Interest; and to make new Arrangements for th:

, gtnrral ad-vantage of our Subscribers.

HISTORICAL LIST
OP

THE mOYAL NAYY
OF THE

UNITED KINGDOM
OF

reat 05rftain nun Jrelmuj,

From the Commencement of the present Jf'ar, in May 1803, to May 1804 :

ACCORDING TO THE DATE OF EQUIPMENT, WITH THE NAMES OF THE COMMAS'
DERS WHO COMMISSIONED EACH RESPECTIVE SHIP; THE YARDS

IN WHICH THEY WERE FITTED OUT; AND VARIOUS

OTHER ANECDOTES RESPECTING THEM.

LETTERS OF MARQUE, AND REPRISALS,
Were issued on the i6th of May, 1803, and the King's Declaration was dated May the

Eighteenth. (See Naval C&rem'cJe, Pol. IX. p. 407. )

RETROSPEC T.

''T'HE Peace Establishment, at the beginning; of JANUARY )80}, commissioned Ships
to the amount of ;8 of the line ; 13 Ships from .56 to 5opuii.s; 107 tri<ra(rb;

and 141 sloops, &c. 'J he total of the ORDINARY at the ports of Purtswiith,

PJ\Kwtb, Chatham, Sbctrness, and in the Rivtr, \vas3a6 vessels.- The Cotiqaer.mt, 74,

one of i^ord Nelson's prizes, brought home by Commodore George Clarke, \va

broken up at Plymouth Parliament voted 50.000 seamen for this year : ttc war
Ciubiishinent had been 120,000.

BEGINNING OF FEBRUARY,
The reduction brought the Naval Force to 37 Ships of the line; iz Ships from 56

to 50 guns; and 103 fngates. The number of the next class was rather cn^re-sed ;

Sloops, &c amounting to 144. In the course of this month the Tu:f/jct fire ship,

18 guns. ai''l the Unlcam Innate, 31 guns, were put in ordinary. 1 he famine, 44
ard the .V^

r
,,> 74.. were bruktn ujj ; and the tiravt gun-vessel, of ii

was sold.



RETROSPECT OF THE ROYAL NAVY IN

BEGINNING OF MARCH,
Our Naval Force in commission consisted of 38 Ships of the line; 13, from 56 to

50 guns ; 98 frigates; and 136 sloops, &c. Total in ordi:;.:i v, ^33. La Prua'cntt,

of 38 guns, taken frcm the French in 1799, was sold ; as were the Ru'r.iier sloop, of.

16 guns, and the Garland tender, of 6 guns : the Aieil-n .-loop, of 10 guns, was
broken up. The total number of Flag, and Commissioned Oflutis, amounted to 133

Flag Officers; 666 Post Captains; 410 Commanders; and 24&z Lieutenants. Duriiig
this, and the preceding month, the merchants of Dartmoutb purchased large quantities
of ship-timber, in order to contract with Government for building three frigates of %

large scantling on the slips at that port. Ten thousand additional seamen were
voted for the service of the State; and, on the 8:h of March, the following Message
from bis Majesty was read in both l-Ioases of Parliament :

" G. R. His Majesty thinks it necessary to acquaint the House of Commons, th.it

as very. considerable military preparations ate carrying on in the ports of France and

Holland, he has judged it expedient to adopt additional measures of precaution for

the security of his dominions. Thcuph the preparations to which his Alaj-sty refer*

are avowedly directed to colonial service, yet, as discussions of great importance
are now subsisting between his Majesty and the French Government, t';c result of

which must at present be uncertain ^ his Majesty is induced to in, ke this communi-
cation to his faithful Commons, in the full persuasion that, whilst they partake of

his Majtsty's unvarying solicitude for the continuance of Peace, he may rely with

perfect confidence on their public spirit and liberality, to enable his Mjjtsty to

adopt such measures as circumstances- may appear to require for supporting the

honour of his Crown, and essential interest of his People."

BEGINNING OF APRIL,
"VTe had in commission 55 Ships of the line; 14, from 56 to 50 guns ; ro3 fri-

gates; 138 sloops, &c. Total in ordinary, 300. The Thiplone tire-ship, 18 guns,
built in 1784. was sold; a* were the H'alf, Scourge, Vengeance, Terror, and aolt

fun-vessels.

The Pallas, of 38 guns, built in 1780, and i!i Hebe, of 38 guns,
uilt in 1782, were broken up On the 23d of April, the Cafouui, 74 guns, was

launched at Deptford. At the close of the month of Aprri, we had in Commission 67
ships of the line; 16, from 56 to 50 guns; 1:4 frigates; and 119 sloops, Ac.
Total in Ordinary, 274.

HISTORICAL LIST.

Tie following Lfst will itrve to trace the gradual Increase of the British

J^ei'vjf during the present War, and will mark the Priority, and Length

of Service of respective ^f::ps.

^^->^*

SHIPS THAT WERE IN COMMISSION DURING MAY, 1803,

ALPIIAUETICJLLY All K.I .\CEl) ACCORDING TO T.'ILIH HJTLS.

jfirct Eatcj.

I. BRITANNIA, i?-c Guns, commanded by the Earl of Nortlissk. Built at

Portsmouth in 1762. Spithead : At piescnt cfl" iircst,

z. ROYAL SOVEREIGN, 100 Guns, Captain R. Curry, acting. Built at Ply-
mouth in 1786. Plymouth : At present comiur.ded by Captain P. Malcolm in the
Mediterranean

; sailed from England Feb. 3.

3. SAN JOSEF, 1 12 Guns, Captain P.'Spicer, acting: talccn from t!.- Spaniard*
in 1797. Fitting out at Plymouth: Since, the

fljjj-khip of dir C. Cotton, Bart-

Captain J. T. Rodd. V\ ith the Western : quadruu.
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4- SALVADOR DFL MUNDO. 1 12 Guns. f>!:en from the Spaniards in 1797.
Rear- Admiral Datres ; Captain C. H. I ane. Plymouth : Since made the flag ship
of Admiral ; ir

J. Colpoys, K.B. Captain John Dilkcs. Plymouth.

5. VILLF. DE PARIS, no Guns, Captain T. R. Rickets; built at Chatham in

1795, anc* called after Count de Crake's 11 .ig- ship taken !>y Rodney in 1:82. Fitting
at Hymcuth: At present bearing the flag of" the Hon. Admiral \\~. Cornwallis. First

Captain, W. Domett ; Second Captaia,
-- GosscHn.

6. VICTORY, 100 Guns, Vice- Admiral Lord Nelson. First Captain, George
Murray ; Second Captu'n, S. Sutton. Saik-d on the acth of May 1803, for the Medi-
terranean. This ship was built at Chatham in 1765. She was Admiral Keppel's flag-
ship in 2778; Lord Hood's in 1793; and Sir J. Jervia's in 17.; 7.

i. DREADNOUGHT, 98 Guns, Hon. Admiral Cornwallis; Captain E. Brace;
cruising off Brest. Euilt in the King's dockyard at Portsmouth, 1801. The old

Dreadnought in 1730 was a third rate, 60 uun-, 938 tons; and in 1731 was attached
to Sir Charles Wager's fleet, commanded by Captain Gcddes. Commanded at pre-
sent by Captain J. C. Purvis in the Western Squadron.

1. NIPTUXE. 98 Guns, Captain W. O'Brien Drury. Built in 1797 at Dcpt-
ford. Cruising off Lrcst under the same Commander.

3. PR INCH, 98 Guns, Captain R. Grindall. Built at Woolwich in 1788. W.is
in Lord Bridport's galluiu action, June 23, 179$, commanded by Captain Hamilton.

At present with the Western Squadron.

4. PRINCE OF WALES, 98 Guns, Captain John Giffard. Built at Ports-
mouth in 1794. -=pithead. Served during the last war in the West Indies. At pre-
sent bearing the fljg of Rear-Admiral Sir R. Calder, Bart. Captain W. Camming.
Irish Station.

5. WINDSOR CASTLE, 98 Guns, Captain Albemarle Bertie. Built at Dcpr-
ford in 1790. She was commanded by Captain (.ore in the action of the i-jth of

February, 1797. This is A 'very old name in the Briti-h Navy, i his Ship bore the

flag of \icc-.-ldmirul P. Cosby in 1793; of Rear-Admiral R. Linzee, 1794, when
Captain Edward Cooke commanded htr; of Rear-Admiral R. Man, in 1795; and
of Vice-Admiral Sir A. Mitchell, in 180:-. In May, 1803 at ^pithead; and at pre-
sent with the Western Squadron, under the command of Captain Thomas Weils

6. SUSSEX, 96 Guns, Lieutenant Jonn Rickrr.an ; originally the UNION,
built at Chatham in 1756 This ship bore Admiral Hawke's flag in his action with

Conflans, 175^1. Hospital siiip at Shcerness, commanded by the same Officer.

. tc0.

1. ARROGANT, 74 Guns, Lieutenant Gordon, acting. Built at Harwich in

1761. Bombay. She served in the East-Indies last war. Eioke up during 1803
at Bombay.

2. ALBION, 74 Cur.*, Captain John Ferrier. Built at Perry's dock in 1782,
and fitttd at Sheerncss. With the \\tstcrn Squadron off Brest : At present in the

ast-!::

3. AGINTOURT, 64 Guns. Capt.-nn C. M. Fchombrrgr. Built at Perry's dock
in 1796. Malta. Commanded in 1802 by Captain G. F. Ryves, in the Mediter-

ranean. At present commanded by Captain T. Briggs, who has sailed with sealed

orders from Gibn.It.ir.

4. ARDENT, 64 Guns, Captain R. Winthorp. Built at Bursledon in 1782.
Commanded 1 i<-t war by thegallar.t ("r.pr.iin Burgess, v ho was killed in the action of

October n, 1797 \Vith the Western Squadron: At present on the Irish Station.

5. BhLIElSl.lv, -4 (Jut)*, taken from the French in Lord Bric'port's action in

and tla-n nann-.i i.:. R)R\'IDALLK C-ptaiu J.
\\ hithy : A Portrait of

thi- ship \vjs given m our Seventh Plate, ;Vol. 1. {> ^C:: . .M Malta: ."rhe ha*
6:oce .( nti: iVU'diterr.ir.^an, co;rwrv.:?d.d by C'anrain W. Havgood.

6. BELLEKOB: iON, 7^ guns. Cnrrain
J. Lorinp;. Bn'lt nt Frin ,hurg in 1786.

\Vus in Lo- . .utJOJU in l."^4 '-"id 1798. Cn tue Jajnak*
bUtiou ; where the has aiiicc continutd.
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7. BLENHHM, 74 Guns, Captain Henry Matson. Built as a second rate, gf>

guns, at Wooiwich, in 1761. VVas in the action of Feb. 14, 1797. Reduced to a
third rate in 1801. I.ixward Islands

;
where she has continued : since commanded

by Captain Thomas Grave.'.

8. CANOPUS, 80 Guns, taken from the French in 179?, and then called le

Tranklln. Captain John Conn, acting. Cawsand bay : t-iijce
t bearing the flag of

Rear-Admiral G. Campbell, with the same Captain, in the Mediterranean.

9. CENTAUR, 74 guns, Captain B. R. Littlehalcs. Built at Woolwich in 1797.
l.eeward Islands : Since, made tlue flag. ship of Commodore Samuel Hood, Captuin
Murray Maxwell, on the same Station.

10. COLOSSUS, 74 Guns, Captain George Martin. Built in i3cvj at the Kinjr'
'

yard at Deptford, and launched on the 23d of April. Fitted at Woolwich. At pre-
sent with the Western Squadron, Captain M. Seymeuiv acting.

11. CONQUEROR, 74 Gun, CaptainT. Louis. Built a* Graham's yard in 1800. .

Fitted at Chatham. At Cawsand bay ; And at present with the Western Squadron.
The old Conqueror was added to the royal navy in 1756, but was wrecked during
the course of the war. The name again appears in 1773, built at Plymouth.

12. COURAGEUX, 74 Gun?, Captain J. O Hardy. L'uilt in jSGO ?.t Sp'thead,
at the King's yard, Deptford. Sailed for the West Indies on the 17th of May,
18^3. Kow bears Admiral Lirint's flag, Captain Thomas Fertie; refitting in Ha-
moazc. The old Courageux was taken from the French in i 761.

13. CULLODEN, 74 Guns, Rear-Admiral G. Campbell (who has since shifted

his flag to the Canopus), Captain B. Dacres. liuilc on the river Thames in 1783.
"With the Western Squadron ; where she continues at preterit, with the flag of Rear-
Admiral C. Collingwood, Captain George Reynolds.

14. CUMBERLAND, 74 Guns, Captain H. W. Bayntun. Euilt at Deptford
in 1774. Was in Keppcl's action, 1778. Jamaica station : At present in ordinary,

refitting at Portsmouth. /

15. LE CATON, 64 Guns, Lieutenant \V. Brett. Taken from the French in

1782. At Plymouth as a prison and hospital ship ; where she btill remains.

16. DQNN'EGAL. SoC'uns, Captain Sir R. Strachan. Taken from the French
in 1798, and then called le HucLe. This is ore of the many new names in our Service.

IN'O new name should be given ro any ship, until all the old ones have been employed :

"Why are the following rejected ?

^iirfort, Steady,. .-A nne, !Bcr.toi&, TM-cHal;, Satrtjl&icJ?, Cl.^abeth, amp
ton <curr, 'Stirling Mastic, IpcnUennig, cUteramle, icopc ;

all of which were names introduced during the time of Mr. Pepys, about the"year
1688. The Donncgal was at ]W<>lta on the breaking out of the war, and has since
been stationed off Cadiz, under the same Commander.

17. DEFENCE, 74 Guns, Captain George Hope. Built at Plymouth in 17^3.
Was in the actions of June i, 1794, and August i, 1798. Htting at Chatham : At
present in the North be-as, under the wme Commander.

18. DEFIANCE, 74 Guns, Captain P. C Durham. Built on the river Thames
in 1783. Fitting at Portsmouth: At present with the Western .Squadron, under
the same Commander.

19. DRAGON, 74 Guns, Captain John Aylmer. Built at Wclls's yard, Rother-
Jiithe, in 1798. Rofhting at Hymouth : Since commanded by Captain Edward
Griffith, wiy; stat.oiitd off Ferrol.

10. DICTATOR, 64 Guns, Captain John Newhouse. Built in 178.^ upon the
river Thames \ ittirj; at Chatham for a floating-battery. Her dimensions, as already
pvm in our Tl.iid Volume (Appendix, i. I.}, were, length of gun-deck 1^9 icit,

4 inches; cf keel, 130 feet, 8 inches; breadth, 44 feet, 8 inches i.nd a quarter ;

depth in hold, 18 feet: tons, 1388. She has sir.ce been commanded by Captain
Charles Tinling, and is stationed in King's Channel as a Guard-ship.

ci. ELEPHANT, 71 f?un% Captain George Dundas. It i harJJy po^Jble to

rotit.-ive at: y n;;r.'.e moi-e injudicious for a hij. than tliat of the unwieldy LK'plnnt.
.^he was built at Burstedon in 1786. Would not one of the old names, the Urcen-

vieli, tl-c r>eptfitrd, cr the Wttlvmb, have bern more judicious ? All of these appear
in Pipy'* Liit of the Hoyal Navy for 1688. itdtioiitd at jamsica ;

\vhereshehai
ir.cc continued, under the same Commander.
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2Z. FOUDROYANT, 80 Guns, Rear-Admiral Graves, K B. Captain P. Puget.
Built at Plymouth in 1798. Carried Lord Nelson's flag in 1799. fitting at i-iy-

niouth; and since attached to the V\'catern .^quadio.i, with the same flag, and Captain.

23. GIBRALTAR, 80 Guns, Captain F. Ryves; taken from the Spaniards ia

1780, and then called // Pbanix. btationed at Malta, and since olTToulon. A Ship
of the same name was taken from the Spaniard*, by the Alarm, in 1762.

24. GANGES, 74 Guns, Captain G. M'Kinley. Built on the river Thames in

1782. On the Jamaica station; and since stationed off Ferrol, under the command
of Captain P F. freemantle. We trust the INDUS will soon be among the names of

our ships.

25. GOLIATH, 74 Guns, Captain C. Tristane. Euilt at Deptford in 1781. Was
in the Actions of February 14, 1797, and August i, 1798. On the Jamaica station;

and since with the \Vestern Squadron.

16. GEIAKHEID, 68 Guns, Rear-Admiral E. Thornborouh, Captain David

Colby. Taken from the Dutch in 1797 Cru ; zin~ off Gorec : Since a Guard -shin in

the Humbi:r, commanded by the hor.. F. F. Gardner.

27. L'HERCULE. 74 Guns, Captain S. Ferris. Taken from the French in

1798, by Captain Alexander Hood, oil Brest. Jamaica station ; where,she still con-

tinues, with the flag of Uear-Adiniral Sir
J. T. Duckworth, Captain R. D. Dunn.

28. IMPKTUEL'X, 8j Guns, Captain T. B. Martin. Taken from the French
in 1704; originally l's!m:ri(ji;e: pvcu by the VNITii;.) STATES to the King of
France ; received her promt name from the Itnpelnfux that was burnt in Portsmouth
harboi:r. This was the favourite ship of the late Admiral J. W. Payne, who placed
the PR INCE'S Crest oil her stern. 1 itting at Plymouth : Since attached to ti.c Wes-
tern Sijuadion.

29. KNT, 74 Guns, Pear-Admiral Sir Richard 1'ickerton, Bart. Captain Ed-
ward O'Brien, built at Ferry's yard, Kiackwall, in I7<;8. This is an old name in

the Briti-h Navy, and occurs in Fepy'a List for i68S. Stationed at Malta; and since,
off loulju : Her present Captain is j. Stuart, Esq. son of General Stuart.

30. LEVIATHAN, 74 Guns, Rear-Admiral Sir
J.

T. Duckworth, Captain R. P.
I'unn. Built in 1790 at Chatham; a;;d, as was reported, after a plan of Lord Mul-

yravc. fclic v c.s commanded last war by Captain Duckworth, in the action of June i,

1794. Jamaica: Since commanded by Captain H. \\'. Eayiuun. At St. Helen's,
under orders for the Mediterranean.

31. LKYDEN, 64 Gun, Captain J. feater. Taken from the Dutch in 1799."
he LcyJci; was in the I'Utch service i;i 1729, commanded by V. A. Sommeldjke.

.' trtioned ri May, 1803, at the i\'t>re; and since, as a floating battery, in the Kmg'
C'haunel, uiidcr the same Commander.

32. 1 A. CAfiThR, 64 Guns, Captain "I". Larccni. Built in 1797 at Randal!'

yard, Rotherhithe. Commanded at the C.>;-e by Captain Larcom in looa TJse 0^1

i^ancaster, in 1734. va^ commissioned as an 8^ gun ship. She was attached to the

fidt under /.dj:-.::-ii ! :'... !:< vk in iht
'

editcnantiin, 1739 coninianclcd by Captain
Tyrw. CaiK-y. In '.

;iy, I'ioj, .viie w;is tmj.loyed in c>,r.veying tuiops from the

Cape to India; ti d at present ts in the Last-Jndiea, commanded by Captain VVilliani

J niJurgill.

33. MALTA, Sj litms, Captain J.a-.vard Huller. Taken from the French in

; originally .'e (julllaume 'I't.l. \\'itii the Western Squadron; and iinct stationed

off Ferrol.

34. MAGNIFICENT, 74 Guns, ("ia.'tain A\". H. Jervis, Treasurer of Greenwich

Ihiipital. Eu :

lt lit Deptford in 1766. Was in the Action of April 12, 1782. r:

at Portsmouth in A. ay, 1803 : .^Itcrwsrds, on the huh station : Lost recently o'ilie

taints.

35. MARS, 74 Gur.f, C plain . urton. Built at Dtptford in 1794. The Ship
in which

C.i;i?..i;i O<K
'

iiis life Cawsanu bay ; and .vnee, with tl.c

MI . i:ti.i ,-.,. ') :;
.

. ::i ]\. ..cii loJj, \vasm Caw>.:iiJ b.<y with Adnnr..!
ThornHor .:;>tain R. i.layd; in the April loiio.. .i. ..c \\as

up in < : <>uih.

36. MiNOT 'apt- .in C. J. M. Mansfield. Built at Wo:>!wkh
in .

7 .

-
: tiie a. .ion ol Aa^Uat J, 179^. \\icii

the \A (,?t.i:. ^c^uuvioii ; lu wiiich sJ- 1
'

c

2
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57- MONMOU F'H. 64 Gr.r.<. Captain George Hart. Built in 1796 at Randall's

yard, Rotherhithe. 'i'he same Officer commanded hrr i:) 1799- A very old name in

the navy : The Monmoath is mentioned in PepyN [,\<t (or 1688, as a third rate.

She was in Sir Charles Wager's fleet, 1729. a* a 70 gun ship, commanded by Cap-
tain Purvis. Stationed in May, 1803, at Malta; -it the beginning of the present year,
she sailed with sealed orders from Gibraltar, and has lately brought home 800,000
dollars.

38. PLANTAGFNET, 74 Guns, Captain G. E. Hamond. Built in iSor at the

King's yard, Woolwich. A fine name for a Ship; and one, we believe, that has not
hitherto been introduced. Cawsand bay : Since commanded by the Hon. Capt.
M. dc Courcy, and sailed as convoy to the East-Indies in March.

39. PUISSANT, 74 puns. Taken from the French by Lord Hood in 1793.

Fitting for a Sheer hnlk at Spithead ; since commanded by Captain John Irwin.

40. PRINCE FREDERICK, 64 Guns, Lieutenant J. Gordon. Taken from the
Dutch in 1796. Originally la Revolutica. Couvict ship at Plymouth. In August,
1728, the Breda, of 70 guns, was changed to the Prince Frederick. Some years
afterwards she appears in the Lists as a 64, and was commanded by Captain Jere-
miah Maplesden at the conclusion of the war in 1763.

41. RENOWN, 74 Guns, Captain J. C. White. Built at Dudman's yard, Dept-
ford, in 1798. Bore Rear-Admiral Sir J. B. Warren's flag at Lisbon, in February,
iSor. Was in the Mediterranean, under the command of Captain White, in iScz.
At Malta in May, 1803.

42. RUSSELL. 74 Guns, Captain Robert Williams. Built in 1764 on the river

Thames. Commanded by Captain J. W. Payne, June i, 1794, under Lord Kowe.
\Vas also iu the action off Camperdown, October n r 170,7, commanded by Captain
Sir H. Trollops. With the Western ^quidron, in May, 1^03 ;

and at present in the

East Indies, under the same Commander.

43- DE RUYTER, 68 Guns, Captain V. V. Ballard, in May, 1803. Taken
from the Dutch in 1799. 'I'he celebrated Dutch Admiral from whom this ship was

n.imed, was born at Flt$v%** in Zealand, in 1607. He was mortally wounded
berore the tovn of Agouste in Siciiy, in 1676. It was after his three actions in 1673
with the combined Fleets of England and France, trm Vice-Admiral d'Estrees ex-

chimed, ye wjurfrois aviir pajt dc ma vie la glu'trt que Rujtttvievtifacgftrir/ This

fchip, in ?.;ay i c^, v. as stationed at Jamaica, and at the beginning of the prestnt

year at Antigua.

44. RAIoONASI.E, 64 Guns, Captain William Hotham. Built at Chatham Jn

I~t>!$. The old Uaisonable was added to the Royal Navy after the year 1756, and
was wrec':r-d curing the course of the war. In 1760, she was commanded by Cap.
tain M. ShuldhatO) and attached to the squadron under Commodore Sir James Douglas,
Kt on the Leeward-Islands Station In May, 1803, cruised off Goree; at present,
is in the North Seas, under the above Commander.

45. SULTAN, 74 Guns, Lieutenant A. M'Leod. Built in 1775 at Harwich,

^erving as a Prison-ship at Portsmouth: it would be difficult to discover how such a

name could he introduced.

46. SPF.NCER, 74 Guns. Hon. Captain Sfopford. Built in iScO, at Adams's

yard, Bucklershard. 'Sailed in the autumn of that year for the yiediterranean, com-
m.tnded by Captain H D. Darby. Considerable pains were tak n in the construction

of this ship, which have no; altogether ans-.vered. She has been found wel, and we
believe ovcrms.<-ted. Was fitting at Plymouth in May, 1^33. and is at pr. sent with
the Western Squadron, under the same Commander.

47. SUPERB, 74 Guns, Captain R. G. Keate. Built in 1798 at PitrheVsyard,
Northfl^et. The old Superb, in 1732, was a fourth rate, of 60 guns A: Malta iu

May, ; 803, and at the beginning ot this y?ar off Toulon.

. S PARTIATE, 74 duns, Cap' y. Taken from the French in

1798. Caws>and bay : Now on the Iri . . .dcr the tame Commander.

49. SCEP FRE, 74 Guns. Captain .
c ir A. C. Dixon, Bart. Euilt at Dudrrur.'s

Deptford, in 1803. The former hhip of this name was of 64 guns atK:

. Table bay, Cape of Good Hone, December 5:11, 1799. Her Captain,
and 191 of her crew, were drowned. With the Western Squadron,

and a: ^reseat under the same Commander in the East Indies.



STATE OF THE ROYAL NAVY IN MAY, I 8^5.

50. LF, TOXNANT, So Guns, Captain Sir Edward Pellew, Bart. Captured
from the French in August, 1798. in Cawsand b.-y ; and now under the sunic COHI-

niander, at prtctnt in Lawsjiul bay.

5f. THliSEU-S, 74 Guns, Captain John Blij-h. Built on the rmr Thames in

1786. W.;s in the action of the ist ot August, 1798. On the Jamaica Station in

May, 1803, where she at present remains, under the same Commander.

52. TI1UNDERHR. 74 Guns, Captain V.'illiam Bedford. Built on the river

1 rumfs in 1/83. Attached to the \\csttrn Squadron : bince OU the llibh Station,
under the same Commander.

53. TREMEXL-OUS, 74 Gi;ns. C:<ptain J. O.sborn. Built on the river Thames
in 1783. In 1796 she here the Hag ol' Rear-Admiral I'ringle. In May, it'cj,

on her return from the Cape : At present in the East Indies, uuder the same Com-
mander.

54. TRIUMPH, 74 Guns, Captain Sir Robert Earlow. Duilt at Woolwich iu

17^)4. Y\ ,-ji 11: the action of October n, 1797, and particularly distinguished her?cii.

At Mai. a in May, ^803. Cuiitinucs in the A.edutrrai;can, under the same Com-
mander.

55. TLXEL, 64 Guns, Captain George Eyng. Surrendered to Vice-Admiral
Mitchell's squadron in the Texel, August 30th, 1799 : her former name was Cerberus,

At the Nore; and at present, under the same Commander, stationed as a floating-

battery oil Margate.

56. '] RiDENT, 64 Guns, Captain T. Surridge. Euilt at Plymouth in 1768.
In oeptember, 179.5, she bore the flag of Rear- Admiral C. M. Pole. In May, iScg,
in the East lmtie; where she at present continues to be commanded byCaptain
1'. Surridge, having on boaid the flag of Vice-Admiral P. Rainier.

57. UTRl CHT, 68 Guns, Captain Thomas Rogers. Surrendered to Vice-
Admiral Mitchell's squadron in the Texel, August 301!), 1799. Sheerness ; and ac

present in the Downs, bearing the flag cf Vicc-Adnmal P. Patton ; commanded by
Captain J.

W. Loring.

58. V \NGUARD, 74 Guns, Captain James Wa'.ker. Built at Deptford in

1787. Janiriicn.
.She bore the Hag of Admiral C. Thompson in 1794; and, in 1798,

immortalized her name, when, under the command of Captain . Berry, she bore the

victorious flag of Rear-Admiral Sir Horatio Nelson, in the action of the ist of August.
Still on the Jamaica Station. The Vanguard appears in i-epy's List, 1688, as a se-

cond rate ; and as one of the thirty new ships, then lately built.

59. VENERABLE, 74 guns, Captain J. C. Searle. Built on the river Thames
in i/?4- The name of this hhip, like the one last mentioned, will for ever recal to

memory the brilliant atchievements of the last war; amongst the foremost of

which, ranks the action of the nth of October, 1797, when this Ship bore Vice-Ad-
miral Duncan's flag to victory, under the command of Captain W. G. Fairfax. She
was attached to the Western Squadron, commanded by Captain B. Dacres, in May,
lEoj, on \vhich seivice she is still employed.

60. y.KKLAND, 64 Cuns, Rear-Admiral B. S. Rowley, Captain W. Mitchell.

A Dutch chip, taken pobscs-sion of by Vice-Admiral Onslow at Plymouth in 1756.
ttJtiontd as a guard ship at the Nore in May, 1803, acd still remaining there.

Jfotutl; Kates

IN COMMISSION DURING MAY, 1803.

i. ANTELOPE, 50 Guns, Commodore Sir William Sydney Smith. Built in

1802 at Sheerness. The Antelope was one of the ships commissioned in 1734; and,
in 1747 was attached to the fleet under Vice-Admiral Medley and Rear-Aiinm.,1

Byng, commanded by Captain J.
Bowdler. At Husky bay in May, 1803 : At present

ciujsmg off Flushing with the same Pendant.
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. BATAVIER, 50 Guns, Captain P. Tonyn. Surrendered to Vice- Admiral
Mitchell's squadron in the Tcxel, August 30, 1799 At Chatham, as a floating
battery : At present in the Queen's Channel, under the same Commander.

3. BESCHERMER, 50 Guns, Captain R. Manscll. Surrendered to Vice-Ad-
mir.il Mitchell's squadron in the Texcl, August 30, 1799- Chatham, as a floating-

battery : At present in the King's Channel, commanded by Capt. V. V. Ballard.

4. BRAAKEL, 50 Guns, Captain George Clarke. Taken possession of by Vice-
Admiral Onlow, at Plymouth, March 4, 1796 At Smyrna, in 1803. Bore
Admiral Holloway's flag in Portsmouth harbour, August, i8ro Sailed for the Medi-
terranean in the autumn of the same year, under the same Commander, and assisted

in landing our troops on the coast of Egypt. She was afterwards stationed for a con-
siderable time at ."-myrna ; during which, Captain Clarke received the thanks of the

Merchants, and a box set with diamonds, from the Grand Signior. The Braakel
afterwards was sent to Athens, and nearly lott at the entrance of Porto Leone. Lately
returned from the Mediterranean : At present under the same Commander as a flag

*hip, fitting at Sheerness. This Ship received its name from a celebrated Dutch Ad-
miral.

5. CALCUTTA, 56 Guns, Captain D. Woodrin". Purchased in 1795. Sailed

to New South Wales, April z8th, 1803, under the same Commander : We wish this

name was now changed for that of DELHI ; since, in that celebrated city of the Great

Mogul, the British flag is at length hoisted.

6. CENTURION, 50 Guns, Vice-Admiral P. Rainier, Capt. J.
S. Rainier. Built

at Harwich in 1774. The old Centurion wasLord Anson'sship in his famous voyage
East-Indies, under the same Commander. Our Readers will find an anecdote re-

specting the figure head of the old Centurion in our Poetry for this month.

7. DIOMEDE, 50 guns, C ptain William Fothergill. Built at Deptford in

j-j8. In May, 1803, on her passage from the Cape of Good Hope: At present on
the Jersey Station, commanded by Captain H. Downman, with the flag of Rear-Ad-
niiral Sir

J.
Saumarez.

. 8. L'EGYPTIENNE, 50 Guns, Captain the Hon. C. E. Fleeming. Taken
'from the French in the harbour of Alexandria at its capitulation in September i8ci,

by the combined British and Turkish forces. On the Jersey station in 1803 : At

"present under the same Commander, cruising to the westward. Ought not rather

this Ship to be called the Nile ?

9. GLATTON, 54 Guns, Captain J. Colnett. Purchased by Government of the

East-India Company in 1795. This ?hip was distinguished on the i6th of July, 1796,
'under the command of Captain Trollope, by the extraordinary bravery of an action

off Flushing against a 5O-gun French ship, five frigates, a brig, and cutter; all of
which she drove into Flushing, 'notwithstanding their superior force. She sailed for

New South Vales, Sept. 23, 1802; and is now at Leith, with the flag of Vicc-
Admiral R. R. Bligh.

10. GRAMPUS, 50 Guns, Rear-Admiral Sir James Saumarez. Built for the

India service, but purchased by Government in 1795. The old Grampus was built at

'Liverpool in 1782. and was lost near Woolwich in February, 1799. On the Jersey
'Station in May, 1803; and since in the F.ast-Jndies, under the command of Captain
Caulficld. The Grampus, durirrg the peace, was in ordinary at Portsmouth.

11. HINDOSTAN, 54 Guns, Captain John Le Gros. Purchased by Govern-
ment of the East-India Company in 1795. Commanded by Captain Moorsom in

March, 1795. On her passage from the Cape of Good-Hope in May, 1803 ; sailed

for the Mediterranean, February 12, 1804. The first European Admiral who crossed

the Indian Ocean wa^ da, Gama; and surely one of our Ship^ that have been pur-
chased of the East-India Company, might be called after him.

To be continued.

. %* We request our numerous Friends to assist, and correct us, in the difficult Task
of forming this Historical List : Many anecdotes of bhips must remain still un-

noticed.



APPENDIX,

, II.

HISTORICAL LIST
OF

THE ROYAL NAYY
OP THE

UX1TED KINGDOM
OF

reat Q&rftam ana Jtelann,
From d'e Commencement of the present W

r
ary in May 1803, to May 1804 :

ACCORDING TO THE DATE OF EQUIPMENT, WITH THI NAMES OF THB COMMAN-

DERS IV HO COMMISSIONED EACH RESPECTIVE SHIP; THE YARD*

IX WHICH THEY WEkl FITTED OUT; AND VARIOUS

OTlltX AN'ECDJTES RESPECTING THEM.

[GontiaueJfrem our
/a:/.]

II. IRI3, 50 Guns, Vice-Admiral J. Gambicr, Captain W. G. I obb. Built on
the river Medway in 1774. Sailed under the command of Captain T. M. Hardy,
with !'. R H the Duke of Kent on board, on the a;th of April. i3c3, and bore
Admiral I. Gambkr's fl

-jr. Captain E. Brace, at Newfoundland in the October fol.

lowing. .tailed again ior Newfoundland in May, 1803; and, on February 13, 1804,
was convoy to the hast Indus, under the command of Captain W. G. Lobb.

13. JUPITER, 50 Guns, Captain G. Losack. Puilt on the river Thames in

177^. \Ve sincerely wish that this name, with all tho^e that belong to Pagan his-

tory, were r!i-p laced for those of such Ivaval Officers as ruve died in butle, or who.

have distin'iui'-lied themselves in the service cf their country : it would bethr noblest

tnbure tbat could be paid their memory, and would be felt throughout the whole Pro- -

fession 1 he JUPITER, with Commodore J. M'. Payne's pendant on board, con-

veyed the Princess Caroline of Brunswick to England in April, 1795. This ship ha

since chiefly served at the Cape of Good Hope, and on trie-commencement of the pre-
ent war, was on her pasagse home. She is at present in Ordinary at Plymouth.

14 LEATHER, 50 Gnn, Vice-Admiral Sir A. Mitchell, K.B., Captain Jame
Oughton. Built at Chatham in 1780. In 17'.' 3 she was commanded in the West
Indies by Captain J. M'. Payne, in his gallant engagement with the Pi. trro of 74 or 80

guns. (Sea fiaval CtroaieU, Vol. III. p. 41.) At the beginning of the present war
she was on the H lifax Station ; where she still continues upder the same flag ; Cap*
tain Alexander Skene.

15. MADRAS, 54 Guns, Captain C. M. Schomberg. Built for the Indi

vice, and purchased in 1795. At Malta in May, 1803; wheie she still con t

with 5 '; guns, as a prison-ship, under the same Commander.

16. ROMNEY, 50 Guns. Captain Sir Home Popham, K.M. Built at Woolwich
101762. She was commanded by Captain R. Home in 1780, when he captured
I' Arti.it, of 40 guns. The ROMNEY was Sir Home Popham's flag-ship in the Red
Sea in the begioning of 1802, after the .death of Admiral Blanketu She rct'orijc4
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from India in April, 1803. In May, i?Oj, she was refitting at Chnthrm, on her
return from the Ea&t Indies : At present commanded by Captain Brown en che coast

of Africa.

1. ARGO, 44 Guns, Captain B. Hallowell. Built at Howdcn Pans in 1781.

Serving on the Coast of Africa in May, 1803. Was at the Leeward l*\> ci in Tulv ;

and sailed from .^pithead at the beginning of the present year, under the same Com-
mander, for the Mediterranean.

. AN^'ON, 40 Guns. Captain XV. E. Craeraft. Built at Plymouth in 1781 ; and
reduced from a 64 gun ?hip in 1794. At Malta : And since serving under the same
Commander in the Mediterranean.

3 ACASTA, 40 Ouns, Captain James Oswald. Built at Wells's yard, Ro-
therhithe, and, as we believe, in 1797, when Captain R. Lane was appointed to

her. Acasta, in the Pagan mythology, was one of the 3000 Sea-Nymphs, or Ocea-

nides : Piaytrs and sacrifices were offered to them. In the Channel during May,
1803: At present with the Western Squadron, under the command of Captain
J. A. Wood.

4. AMELIA, 38 Guns, Captain Right Honourable I ord Proby : Late PRO-
SERPINE. Taken from the French by the Dryad, off Ireland. June i, 1796__

Cruising in the North Sea : At present refitting at Woolwich under the same Com-
mander.

5. ACTIVE, 38 Guns, Captain C, S. Davers. Built in 1709 at the King's yar4,
Chatham. This is one of the few Ships of which in our fotmi-r List-, we were not

able to give the dimensions ami tonnage. We shall be obliged to any friend who can
as'i-t us in thi> respect In t!ie Mediterranean ; where ah; a: present remains, com-
manded by Captdin R. H Moubray.

6. AM \ZON, 38 Guns, Captain William Parker. Bailt in 1799 in the King's
yard, Woolwich. 'I his hip was commanded by Captain Edward Riou in the action

of April ad, i8;i, cif Copenhagen, which cost that gallant Officer his life. She
sailed Oct-.ber 2, 1803, for the Mediterranean, where she still remains.

7. AMETHYST, 38 Ciuns, Captain A- Campbell. Built in the King's yard
at Dptford Sailed for the tlbe iu May, 1*03. This is one of the many unmeaning
ranies in the N<vy, of which we have similar instances in the Ruly, of 64 guns, and
in the fSrilticnt, Diamond, EmcralJ, ftarl, aud 'Tefxixc frigates. At present in tha

Seas.

8. L'AIRI AINE, 36 Guns, Captain Thomas Manby. Cruising in the North
Seas in May, i&.j. I akeu from the French, February iQth, 1801, after a very
severe action, by the Phoebe, of 36 gui;s, Captain R. Barlow, in the Mediterranean.
She had <<n bo.ud, at the tiiv.< of Lei capture, 400 troops, and her less in the action

u-as 20 kiili d, and 143 wounded. On board the Pheebe one only was killed, an,d ia
wounded. vOu:ii;ues in the Mtrth Jcas. At Plymouth in May, 1X03.

9 L'AI LF, 36 Guns, Captain George Wolfe. At Plymouth in May, 1803.
Iiult in 1801 at Adams's yard, Butklershai d. At present cruising in the Channel.

10. AM lit) CADE. 36 Guns, Capt. D. Atkins. Taken from the French, October
lit I7<,fc, DV MI- ohn Borlape \\arrcn, off the coast of Ireland. In the North
Seas in ay. :3o3. j-i t'ie ".'ar from 174410 1749, the Ambuscade, 40 guns, wag.
taken from th.- l-'re: cr hv rhc DE: 1ANCE In January, 1804, the name of this

frigaie wa< ch?n<.'ed 'o LA SE1 E
; that frigate having ran aground on a sand-bank

to the nortrwavfl o! he J x i, in the night of June 25rh, 18 3. and was afterwards

lesrrq^ed !y fi.e i i.: olJ Aai'uuscadc, of 3^ <run, was built in 1773 on the river

T h i -IKS rnd W*R ca-. tused b^ the Biycmna'ue French frigate, in the Bay of Biscay,
after d k' vere engagement or the 14th ot. i. tcembcr, 1799. She has since (May a8th,

J?c3, h-. (P rc:..l;t-r by re yidnry, of i o guns, and i^ now recommissioned in the

ip.n'.anc'ed by Captain XV. Durbar. The BAYONMAI.SE,
l.etn since ch;.sed into the bay of Cape Fi;iibt:rre, by the

r T ( 64 nu'r.<. and blown up by her own crew, November ajrtj, 18:3, to

her bcin^ captured.
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rr. APOLLO. 36 Guns, Captain). W. T. Dixon. Built in 1799 at Dudman**
yard, Deptfurd. The old APOLLO. 31 guns, was originally the GLORY frigate, and
xvas commanded in 1770 by the Hon. Captain John Ruthven. Falconer, the cele-

brated t'oct, washer 1'urser in 1763. The APOLLO was one of the Ships in the
fleet of ^Fneai (Jl*n. lih. x. v. 171). According to Pagan fable, Apollo, the*on of

Latona, was born in the Heating-island of Belts, which Neptune had puiposely
raised. His celebrated Statue on Mount /tctium was seen from Sea at a great dis.

tance. and served as a mark to Seamen. Augustus addressed it, for victory, before
the battle of Aciium. Apollo had ulso a temple on Mount Ltu:ai, which served as a
land mark. '1 he Colowii of Apollo, 105 feet high, formed the celebrated entiance
cf the harbour of FJ>u,ks : its kct were upon the two moles, and ships passed full

sail between the legs.

u. AEOLUS, 3*Ouns, Captain A. F. Evans. Built in 1801, at Barnard's yard,
I>eptford. She carried the ilag of Rear-Admiral Totty to the West Indies. At
Bermuda in May, 1803: At present at Jamaica. The AEOLUS, of 32 guns, was,
at the conclusion of the war in 1763, commanded by Captain William Hotham.
./Eolus was not only the God of Winds, but the rejuted inventor of .

v
ails, and a

great Astronomer. His name seems to have been derived from a Greek word sig-

nifying Various; from the uncertain nature of the winds, over which he was thought
t preside.

13. AMPHION, 32 Gnns, Captain T. Masterman Hardy, who commanded the

MUTING brig in the battle of the Nile. Built in 1798 at Bett's yard, Misrley-
thorn. Sailed to the Mediterranean 23d of May, 1803. The old .-hip of this name,
commanded by Captain Israel Pellew, was built at Chatham in 1780, and was blown

up accidentally at Plymouth in September, 1796 For an account of this dreadful

event, by a Correspondent, who was then at Plymouth, see Naval Chronicle, Vol. III.

p. 197. At present in the Mediterranean, under the same Commander.

14. ALCMF.NE, 32 Guns, Captain J. Stiles. Cruising in the Channel in May,
1803. Built in 1794 at Harwich. At present under the same Commander on the

Jersey Station.

15. ANDROMACHE, 31 Guns, Captain R. Lawrie. Built in 1781 on the river

Thames. At the Bahamas in May, 1803; but at present in the Channel, under
the same Commander.

16. BRAAVE, 40 Guns, Captain James Gifford. Taken from the Dutch in

Saldanha I'.ay, Auu->t i 7, 1796. At the Cape of Good Hope. At present paid off,

and lying at Portsmouth.

17. EOADICEA, 38 Ouns, Captain John Maitlard. Built in 1797 at Adams'*

yard, Bucklershard. Cruising in the Channel in May, 1803. On November 24,

the BOA OlCtA, under the same Captain, took U fautour lunger, of 12 guns, piciced
for 1 6, off Cape Finisterre. At present under the same Commander.

18. BLANCHE, 36 Guns, Captain Z. Mudge. Cruising in the Channel in May,
1803. Built in IGI, at Dudrnan's yard, Deptiord. 1 he old Ship of this name was
built at Burslcdon in 1786, and was commanded by the gallant Captain Faulknor,
Vvho lost his life on board her, m a desperate action with la Pigur, in the West Indies.

It is perhaps worthy of notice, that Mr. Milne, the First Lieutenant of the

BLANCHE during this action, who was appointed to the command of the Pique, for

Hh distinguished conduct J afterwards, onboard the Pique, desperately engaged the

Seine French frigate; in doing which, the Pique was wrecked off the Saints, and

Captain Milne a second time appointed to a frigate, his bravery had so much con-

tributed in adding to the British Navy. He retained the command of la Seine until

she was wrecked off the Texel in the night of June Zjth, 1803. The old Blanche

was wrecked also in the Texel, September 2Sih, 1799. The present Blanche is in

the West Indies.

19. BLONDE, 32 Guns, Captain John Burn. Built in 1787 at Hurtled ii.

The BLOXDK. 32 guns, was in commission at the peace of 1763, commanded by

Captain Archibald Kennedy. Armed CK
flute. At Maiu in Alay, 1803 : At fresent

ii Lymi.'ig'ou, uuder the SAT.IC
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45. BOSTON, 32 Guns, Captain ]. E. Douglas. On the Halifax Station iri

May, 1803. Built in 1762 on the river 'I harries* In 1793, Captain W. A. Court-

ney lost his life on board this frigate, in a severe engagement with the Ambuscade
French frigate, since captured October lath, 1798, b; i'n J. li. Warren, on the Ha-
liiax Station.

*l. CHARON, 44 Guns, Captain Edward O'Brien Prury. Built in 1-83 at

Bristol. This STiip, itl 1799, was commanded by the late Right Hon. 1 ord C..;n- 1-

ford. This N'obleman, when young, accompanied the late gallant t'aptiin ! dward
Riou in his memorable voyage round the world, and was one of the three young
midshipmen who remained with Lielitenant Riou, on hoard the Guardian frigate,
after she had struck on the island of ice. The names of the other two ]V. id -t.i, mori

Were Mr. JV. Portloci, since Commander of the Arrow sloop in 1796, in a second

voyage round the world
;
and a Mr. Gilmoar, who was afterwards First Lieutenant

of the Arrow, under Captain Portlock. Captain Portlock was made Post in 1799, and
is now one of the Caprains commanding the Sea Fencibles between Calshot castle, St.

Alban's Head. Lieutenant D. (Jilmour was made Commander in 1799 ; and, in

1800, had the command of the HERMES (armed Ship); since which, we believe

this Gentleman has never been employed. The CHARON was at Malta in May,
1803 ; and is now refitting at Woolwich.

a*. CHICHESTER, 44 Guns, Captain Joseph Spear. Built in 1785 at Itchenor,
near Chichester. This Ship sailed with sealed orders on the i&'th of May, 1803,
armed enfute. The CHICHESTER appears as a Ship of 80 guns, 1378 tons, during
the year 1732; and, in 1741, was commanded by Captain R. Trevor, attached to

the fleet that sailed against Carthageria, under the Admirals Vernon and Sir Chaloiicr

Ogle. At present refitting at Portsmouth.

23. CAMBRIAN, 40 Guns, Captain W. Bradley. Built in 1797 at Po'rts-

Inouth.-^-On the Halifax Station ; where she still remains, under the same Com-
mander.

24. CLYDE, 38 Guns, Captain J. Larmour. Built in 1796 at Chatham, of Fir.

Jn the North Seas; where she still remains, under the same Commander.

25. CAROLINE, 36 Guns, Captain B. W. Page. Built in 1795, at Randall's

yard, Rotherhithe; and so named after her Royal Highness the Princess Caroline of
Wales. In 1740, the PRINCESS CAROLINE, of So guns, 1350 tons, (Admiral
Philip Cavendish, Captain T. Griffin,) was attached to the Fleet under the command
of Admiral Sir John Norris. In 1774, she was commanded by Captain Henry Os-
borne, under Admiral Matthews in the Mediterranean. Sailed with scaled orders to
the East Indies in May, 1803 ; where she at present remains.

36. LA CHIFFONNE, 36 Guns, Captain Charles Adams. Fitting at Wool-
wich in May, 1803. Taken from the French in 1801, by the Sybille, of 44 guns,
Captain Chai les Adams ; who was appointed to his Prize, and is now cruising with
her in the North Seas.

27. CONCORDE, 36 Guns, Captain J. Wood. Taken from the French in

i?83 by the Magnificent, of 74 guns. This Ship was particularly fortunate last

war in making prizes. In the East Indies in May, 1 803 ; where she still remains,
under the same Commander.

28. CERBERUS, 34 Guns, Captain W.' Eelby, built in 1794 at Southampton.
Stationed in the Medway : At present bearing the flag of Rear-Admiral Sir J. Sao-
marez on the Jersey Station.

29. CERES, 31 Guns, Captain J. Stewart. Built in 1781 at Liverpool. CERES
was particularly worshipped by the Sicilians, whose maritime skill TS celebrated in

history. The forced union of Ceres and Neptune, and the history of Arion, the
favourite horse of Neptune, are celebrated by the Pagan writers. At Sheen.ess;
where she still remains as a Slop Ship.

30. DIAMOND, 38 Guns, Captain Thomas EJphinstone. Cruising in the Chan-
nel in May, 1803. Built in 1794 at Barnard's yard, Deptford. We find the DIA-
MOND, of 40 guns, 595 tons, Captain Anson, with the fleet that went to Spain in

1731, under the command of Sir Charles Wager : and a Ship of this name, of ao
guns, commanded by Captainjohn Moore, wa attached to Commodore Barne;'
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in tl-c Fast ii.-Jies. The present ihip, by the brilliant exploits she atchicved

*h;lst under the ^oiiimaBO > minted her name ; though we
are still ef opu:^ -f our hhi|-i r.ould no: bo selected from ihe shop
of a jeweller; particularly \ -.! Riieigh, and of Drake,
wuii many otiu i yet been mtioduc^d into our dock-yards. What name
could be more ~ .^ * fiijj-te than the DRAKE ?

31. DIA MIS, Captaiu T. J. r.iaiinij. Built in 1794 at Randall's yard,
Rciherhiihe. t .

- year by the late brave Captain Faulknor.

It :< Mi-^uiar chat ifas nf introduced j particularly when we rc-

.-ina, the inhabitants of Taunca, were accustomed to

oiler on her alrar, a-> the most acceptable sacrifices, all strangers that wcie ;-hij,-

wrciked oil then .>..:-. . .:h. bailed as convoy to the

Mediterranean a: the b^r.n.ing of the present year : At present in Plymouth Sound.

3. LAD. Sl v
Ei-', 36 C.uns, ( aptain C. B. II. Ros?. Taken from the 1 rench

by the Dart sloop, C'aj uphJl, in Dunkirk Roads, July 8, 1800. In

1^03, on the jaaiajca Station; \\iicrc the still remains, commanded by Captain
Htmy \i hit

33. LA DEDAIGXEU-E, 36 Guns, Captain P. Heywood. Taken off the

Coast of Portugal trom the French, February jth, 1801, on her return from Cayenne,
after a chai-e ot 42 hours, by I'Oiseau. oi 36 guns, Captain ^..H. Linztc; tyrim,

.:.$, Captain R. King; ina the Aimtby.t, 38 guns, Captain J. Cooke. In .May,

c^. she was in the Lust Indies ; \vhcrc she still remains, under the smc Com*

34./ riO^lS, 36 Gun?, Captain R. IT. Pearson. Tuilt in 1795 at Cleverle'y's

yard, firav^sinJ. Lord l< anela^h Commanded her in iSoo; C'aptam John HalHday,
in the Channel, May, iSoi

; Captain VV. Cumberland acting. At Portsmouth in

JViay, \^^. In May, 1603, the DOi-'IS. commanded by Captain R. H. Pearson, when
cn.iMiig ill U shunt, took 1'Aftrontenr lugger, 14 guns, tbe Jint capture in tbe pre-^ut
*L.ir At prcstz.t commander in the Channel by Captain P. Campbell. DORIS, in

Pagan mythology, v;.-> a goddess of the sea, the daughter of Oceanus and Pethys:
anu her uame was often uted to express the Sea. (i'ropert. I. El. xvii, v. 25. Vkg.

cl. jo. Hceiod. Theog.)

35. DRYAD, 36 G-JPS, Corr.fnodore \V. Domett. Stationed at Corl; in Mar,
1803. Buiit at i.a.narii's y.nd i;i 1795. Was last war on the Jrish St-tion ; and
al*o i: . i, commanded by Captain Robert Williams. At present on the
In.-li :- cation, ui:der Captain J. Giffard.

36. FXPERIMENT, 44 Guns, en fute, Captain G. C. Mackenzie. Euilt in

1764 at Last Cowes. Commanded in A. ay, 1801, off the coast of Egypt, by Ciptaia

J. G. taville. Continued in the Mediterranean under Captain Mackenzie in May,
iS.^z. In May, 1^3, at Malta. Atx present at fcpithead, under the same Com-
Biandcr.

37. ENDYM1ON, 44 Guns A<!miral Lord Gardner, Captain Hon. C. Fa^et.
At Spithead in May, 1803. Built at Randall's yard, Rothcrhithe, in 1797. '1 h
fable of ENDYMION arose from his knowledge of Astronomy: yet it would be
difficult to discover why thi* i.amc \vasfirstintroducedintoourNavy. She sailed

as convoy from Lisbon iu the Spring of 1801, Captain P. C. Dnrham ; and wai re-

fitting at Portsmouth under C rnaiu jhn Larmour in May, i8cz. In June, iSoj,
the E: D\ AilON, lion. Captuin C. Paget, captured la Bacchante, 18 guns, pitrttd
for 12 ; and, in July, 1803, he also captured 1'Adour store-ship, pierced for aa

guas, on her passage to kochcfcrt. At prefect cruising iu the Channel, under the
lion. C. Pagct.

38. ETHALION, 36 Guns, Admiral Lord Keith, Captain Charles Stuart. At
the More i:

j. liuiit in i8r2, at the King's yard, Woolwich, and fitted

at Sheerness. At present in the North Seas, under Captain C. Muart. Ji'FllA-

1-1ON, in the Pa^aii mytl.olojjy, v is one of th^ Tyrrhene Sailors, v.'ho, u Ovid
fable;, were changed into dolphini for carrying away Bacchus.

39. EMERALD, 36 dr-s. Captain James O'Brien. Built in 179; at Pitcher's

yard, Kurthfiect. The old ilineiald was built *t Hull ia 1762, and receive! its



STATE OF THE ROYAL NAVY IK MAY| l8oj.

name from the Emerald, of 18 guns, taken from the French in the war of 1755, and
afterwards commanded by Captain Tim. Edwards. The present Ship sailed for the
West Indies in the Spring of 1801, under the name Commander; and, in May,
1803, was at the Leeward Islands ; where she remains at present, under the same
Commander.

40. FORTUXEE, 36 Guns, Captain H. Vansittart. Cruising in the North
Sea in May, 1805. Built in 1800, at the King's yard, Woolwich. Commissioned

by Captain Lord A. Beauclerk, who commanded her in the Channel during May,
1801; in May, 1802, she was off the coast of Ireland, Captain John Clement,
fftsni : At present in the West Indies, to which station the. sailed under Captain Van-

sittart, Feb. z, 1804.

41. GLADIATOR. 44 Guns, commanded by Lieutenant J. B. Connolly. At
Portsmouth in May, 1803, with the flag of Rear-Admiral

J. Holloway on board,
who has since been promoted, and superseded by Admiral Coffin. Built in 1784 at

Bucklershard. Receiving Ship at Portsmouth, where she still remains.

44. GORGON, 44 Guns, Captain W. Wilkinson. Built in 1784, on the river

Thames. Armed en flute. At Woolwich : At present in the river Shannon, as a

floating battery.

43. GALATEA, 32 Guns, Captain H. Heathcote. Built in 1794, at Ports-

mouth. In May, 1803, was fitting at that port, and sailed on the 4th of February,
with a convoy for the West Indies*

44. HUSSAR, 38 Guns, Captain P. Wilkinson. Built in 1799, at the King'f

yard, Woolwich. The old Hussar was lost in the Isle de Bas, in 1796. In May,
1803, the Hussar was cruising in the North Seas ; and since, has been wrecked^

Tebruary 1804, by striking on the Saints in the Bay of Biscay.

45. HYDRA, 38 Guns, Captain G. Mundy. Built in 1797, at Cheverley's yard,
Gravesend. Cruising otfGoree: At present under the same Commander, on the

Jersey Station.

46. L'IMMORTALITE, 36 Gun, Captain E. W. C. R. Owen. Captured in

1798 from the French, by his Majesty's Ship Fisgard, Captain T. B. Martin, oif

Brest. Cruising in the Channel : At present in the Downs.

47. JUNO, 32 Guns, Captain H. Richardson. Built in 1782, on the river

Thames. Sailed to Gibraltar April Sth, 1803, where she at present remains, under

the same Commander.

48. LA LOIRE, 46 Guns, Captain F. L. Maitland. Taken from the French in

1798, by his Majesty's Ship Anson, Captain P. C. Durham. Cruising off Ireland in

Way, 18:3, where she still remains.

49. LEDA, 38 Guns, Captain R. Honeyman. Built in i8co, in the King'i

yard, Chatham. Cruising in the North Seas
;
where she at present remains, under

the command of Captain H. Digby.

50. LA MELPOMEXE, 44 Guns, Captain R. D. Oliver. At the Nore in May,
1803. Taken from the French in 1794, August the loth, at Calvi. Continue*

under the same Commander, cruising off Havre.

51. IJV. MINERVE, 4^ Guns, Captain Charles Bullen, acting, in May, 1803,
in the Channel. Taken from the French in 1795, June 24, by the Dido, Captain
Towry, and the Lowestoffe, Captain Middleton. (See Naval Cbranicle, Vol. II. p. 90)
This Ship, when commanded by Captain J. Brenton, since ran aground in a thick

fog, during the evening of July 2, 1803, near Cherbourg, and was there captured.

52. MEDUSA, 38 Guns, Captain John Gore. At Malta, May 18-3. Built

at Woolwich in 1801, and commissioned by Captain Gore. Under the same Cap-
tain, she hoisted Lord Nelson's flag in the Downs, in August, 1821. At present
under the same Captain, in the Mediterranean.

53. MAIDSTONE, 32 Guns, Captain R. H. Mowbray. In the Mediterranean,

Hay 1803. Built of Fir, at Deptford, in 1796; and commissioned during the tain*
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year, in March, by Captain J. Matthews. Sailed to Halifax, on the 27th of April,
1800, under Captain R. Donnelly. In the Channel, under the same Comman-
der, in May, . 8n. Sailed to the Mediterranean under Captain R. H. Mou-
hray, -pnlz, 1802. At present in the Mediterranean, commanded by the Hon.

Captain George Elliott.

54. NAIAD, Captain James Wallis. Cruising in the Channel, May, 1803. .

Built at Hill's yaid, Limehouse, in 1797. Commanded by Captain Pierrepomt in

May, 1800 ;
and by Captain P. Wilkinson in June, 18: 1. In Ordinary at 11'--

mouth, to repair, in May, 1802. Sailed with sealed orders on the 1 2th of February,
1804, under Captain Wallis.

55. NARCISSUS, 36 Guns, Captain Ross Donelly. In the Mediterranean,
May, 1803. Built in 1801 at the King's yard, Deptford. In the Mediterranean,
under the same Commander, in July, 1802. Continues under his Command, in

the same seas.

56. NIGER, en jtuit, 32 Guns, Captain James Hillyar. At Malta in May,
1803 Built in 1759, at Sheerness. The NIGER, in 1800, April 24, sailed under

Captain ffl/lyar's orders, on a secret expedition ; and, in August, was in the Medi-
terr.nean : She was attached to the fleet cfF Ejrypt, in May, 1801, under the same
Commander ; and continued in the same seas in May, 1802; where she still remain*,
commanded by Captain Hillyar.

57. ORPHEUS, 32 Guns, Captain Henry Hill. At Spithsad in May, 1803.
Built on the river Thames in 1780. Commanded in May, i8ci, and May, 1802, by
Captain Charles Elphinstone, in the East Indies. At present under her former Cap.
tain, Henry Hill, as convoy from Lisbon.

58. PANDOUR, 44 Guns, en
fitte. Captain John Shortland {i}. In the Medi-

terr.me-in, Mav, 1803. Taken from the Dutch in 1799, and then called It Hectar.

Jn Ordinary, fitting for trrops at Woolwich, in May, 1800, and May, 1801. Com-
manded by Captain Shortland (2). In the Mediterranean, May, 1802. At pro
eent commanded by Captain John Nash, as a floating battery in the West Indies.

59. LA PIQUE, 40 Guns, Captain W. Cumberland. Cruising in the Channel,
May. 1803. Taken from the French in l8co, (then called la Pallai,) by the Loire,

Captain Newman, and Raileur, Captain W. J. Turquand, Feb. 6, under the Seven
Islands. She wan afterwards first named ^EOl.US ; and as such comrrnrded by Cap-
tain James Yotme, in May, 1800. In May, 1801, she appears under her present
name ; James Younir, Esq. Captain : and, in September, 1802, she was refitting
at Portsmouth, under Captain Cumberland. At present on the Jamaica Station,
under Captain C. B. H. Ross.

60. I.A PREVOYANTE, 40 Guns, store-ship, \V. Brown, Master. Under

tailing orders at Portsmouth, for the Mediterranean, in May, 1803. Taken from
the French, May 17, 1795, off the Chesapeak, by the Thetis, Captain Cochrane,
and the Hussar, Captain Berc*ford. In the North Seas, commanded by Captain

J. Seater, May, iSoo. In Ordinary, fitting at Deptford as a store-ship, in May,
1801. Stationed at present at Woolwich, under the command of Mr. Brown.

61. FHCEBE, 36 Guns, Hon. Captain T. B. Capel ; at Malta in May, 1803.
Built in 1795 at Dudman's yard, Deptford. In May, 18:0, commanded by Cap-
tain Barlow, off the coast of Ireland; under the same Commander at Plymouth, in

May, 1801; and at Shterncss, under Captain T. Baker, in May, i8cz. At pre-
sent commanded by the Hon. T. B. Capel, in the Mediterranean.

62. PHOZN1X, 36 Guns, Captain Thomas Baker. Fitting at Portsmouth in

May, 1803. Built at Bursledon in 1783. On the Lisbon Station in May, 1800,
and May 1801, commanded by Captain L. W. Halsted ; and at Gibraltar, under
the same Officer, in AJay, 1802. At present commanded by Captain Thomas Ba-

ktr, cruising in the Channel.

63. PENELOPE, 36 Guns, Captain W. R. Broughton. In the North Seas.

May, 1803. Reduced in 1798. Commanded by Captain H. Blackwood, in the
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'Mediterranean, May 1800, and May 1801 : and in May, 1802. under Captam
Froughton, at Spithead, for foreign service. At present in the North Seas, under

the same Officer.

64. PEARL, 32 Guns, slop slip, Lieutenant U. Pailey At Portsmouth in May,
1803. Built in 1762 at Chatham. In

'

. and iSoz, commajidca by Cap-
tain S. J. Ballard in the Mediterranean ; aud m Ordinary, in .V ay, iSOi, at Ports-

rnouth. At present a Slop Ship at cipithead, commanded by I.ieui. C. Woodg^r.

65. I.A REVOLUTIONAIRE, 44 Guns, Captain Walter lock. Cruising in

the Channel in May, 1803. Taken from the French in 1794, by the Artoi-, Cap-
tain K. Neagle, and otheis, tff Brest. kefirtir.jj at Plymouth under Captain T.

Twysden, in May, iScO; under the same Officer, off hi;.n;d, in May, 1801; tailed

again to Ireland with seamen, May 20, 1801, under tne rion. Cap:, i'. ii. Capd.
At present commanded by Captain H. Hochaui, at Spithead.

66. LA RESOLUE, 36 Guns, S.'of Slip, Lieutenant Nicholas. At Plymouth in

May, 1803. Taken from the French in 1798, October 13, off Ireland, by Captain
Moore, in the Melampus. In Ordinary at Plymouth, May, iSco; commanded by
Lieutenant Richards, as a ."lop ^hip, at Plymouth, in May, 1801 ; and ajrain in

Ordinary, May, 1802. At pre*ent commanded by Lieutenant Nicholas, at Ply-
mouth.

67. RESISTANCE, 36 Guns, Hon. Captain Woodhouse. At Malta in May,
1803. Built at Portsmouth in 1801 At Sp

:

thead, under Caprain Woodhouse,
in May, 1802. The Resistance was lost on Cape St. Vincent's eaily in the morning
of May 31.

68. ROMULUS, 36 Guns, enjlutc, Captain Woodley Losack. At the Norc in

May, 1803. Built on the river Thames in 1785 Sailed on a secret expedition,

April 24, 1800, commanded by Captain J. Culverhouse. In the Mediterranean,
under the same Commander, May, 1801 ; in Ordinary at Woolwich, May, 1802.,

At present commanded by Captain W. Losack, as a floating battery, in Hosley Bay.

69. ST\ TIORENZO, 40 Guns, Captain Joseph Bingham. On her passage to

the iiast Indies in May, 1-803. Taken from .the French at St. Fiorenzo, in 1794,
and then named la. Minct-ue ReCtting at 1 lymputh under Sir H. Lurrnrd KcJJe,

(C. W.Patterson, acting,* in May, i8co; in the Mediterranean under Captain
]Patterson in May, 1801, and at Plymouth, commanded by Captain Joseph Bing-
ham, in May, 1 802. At present in the East Indies, uudcr the last-mentioned.

Officer.

70. SEA HORSE, 38 Guns, Hon. Cap C. Boyle. Fitting at Portsmouth in May,
1803. Built in 1794, at Stalkart's yard, Rotherhithe. On May 23,1800, the Sea,

Horse sailed for the Mediterranean, with the flag of Rear Admirul Sir K. i^ickerton,

Captain E. J. Foote; and in May, l8qi, returned as convoy from Opprto under
the same Captain. In May, 18^2, she was in the last Iiidie?, under the same
Officer. At present commanded in the Mediterranean by the Honourable Captain
C. Boyle.

71. SAN7TA MARGARITA, 36 Guns, Captain Henry Whitby. On the Ja-
maica Station in May, 1803. Taken from the Spaniards in 1779, ^7 Commodore
Johnstone, off the coast of Portugal. In 1800, May 2, sailed as conyoy to Hali-

fax, under Captain G. Parker; and, on March joth, i8;i, as convoy to the Medi-
terranean, under the same Officer. Commanded on the Jamaica Station, in May,
iSos, by Captain A. Levesnn Gower. At present commanded by Captain Wilson.

Rathborue, on the Irish Sution.

{"
To
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71. SIRIUS, 36 Guns, Captain W. Prowse. In the Channel, May. 1803. Built in

1797, at Dudman's yard, Dcptford. Commanded by Captain R. King in the Channel,

Way, 18 o; continued on the same station, under the same Officer, in May, 1801 ;

and also at Spithead, May, 1802. Captain King was first appointed to her in June,
1797. At present under Captain Prowse, in the Channel.

73. 1 A TOPAZE, 38 Guns, Captain T. W. Lake. In the Channel, May,
1803. Taken by Admiral Lord Hood in Dec. 1793. At present off Ireland under
the same Commander.

74. TRENT, 36 Guns, Captain ]. Katon. On the Jamaica station in May,
1803. Built at Woolwich of Fir in 1796. Is at present commanded by Captain W.
Grosett, or? Ireland, with the flag of Admiral Lord Gardner.

75. TARTAR, 32 Guns, Captain J. Perkins. On the Jamaica Station in May,
1803. Built at Wilson's yard, Finsbury, in 1801. Sailed for the West Indies Oct. 19,
iSioz ; where she still remains, under the command of Captain Perkins.

76. ULYSSES, 44 Guns, Commodore Samuel Hood, Captain I,. O. Bland. At
Trinidad in May, 1803. Built at Liverpool in 1779. At present on the Leeward
Islands, commanded by Captain E. H. Columbine.

77. UNICORN, 32 Guns, Captain L. Handyman. Fitting at Chatham in May,
1803. Built in the King's yard, Chatham, in 1794. At present off the Texel,
under the same Commander.

78. VLIETER. 44 Guns, Captain A. R enow. At the Nore. Late Mars. Cap-
tured by Vice-Admiral X.itchell's Squadron in the Texel, August 30, 1799. At

present commanded by the same Oilicer, and stationed off Margate as a floating

battery.

79. VENUS, 32 Guns, Captain T. Graves. At the Leeward Islands in May,
1803. At present commanded by Captain Alatson oa the Irish Station.

80. WILHELMINA, 36 Guns, Captain James Lind. Armed en fate- In the

East Indies, attached to the Squadron commanded by Sir Home Popham m May j8o.
La.te furif. Captured from the Dutch by the birius fixate, Capuin R. King, iu the
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North Seas. October 14, 170,8. Remains at present in the East Indies, under the

command of Captain Henry Lambert.

81. WINCHEi.SKA, 32 Guns. Lieutenant D. Pope commanded her in .M.:y,

1803. as a convict Ship at Sheerness; where sl;e was built in 1764. She is now
stationed in Leith Roads.

Rates.

1. ARROW, 18 Gun% Captain R. B. Vincent. Sailed with sealed orders Vay
aad, 1803. A sloop, built in 1796, with a sliding keel, and carries 3 J guns. At

present in the. Mediterranean.

2. ALLIGATOR, 28 Gun*, Captain C. Richardion. At Spkhead, armed en

Jtute.
Built at Sandgate in 1786. Ac present under the same Officer in the Leeward

Islands.

3. AURORA, 28 Guns, Captain M. Malbon. Sailed for Newfoundland May
7th, 1803. Built on the river Thames in 1777. At present in the Channel under

the same Officer.

4. L'AMARANTHE, 38 Guns, Captain C. W. Boys. At the Nore in May,
1803. Late yenut Taken from the Dutch by Vice-Admiral Mitchell, in the 1 txel

August a8tb, 1799. At Deptford in March, 1804.

5. CARYSFORT, 28 Guns, Captain Robert Fanshaw. Cruising in the Channel,

May 1803. Biiilt at Sheerness in 1767. Sailed as a convoy to the Eist ludiL-s .\i-rch

ajth, 1804, under the same Officer.

6. CYCLOPS, 28 Guns, Captain John Fyffe. At Malta, in May 1803. Armed

tnfute. Built on the river Thames in 1779. At present stationed off Lymington as

a guard ship.

7. LA CONSTANCE, 24 Guns, Ciptain A. J. Griffirhs. Cruising off Goree in

1803. Captured from the' French by the St. Fiorcnzo and la N'ymphe, off Brest,

in 1797. At present in the North Seas.

8. CAMILLA, 20 Guns, Captain B. W. Taylor. Sailed for Newfoundland,

May 7th, 1803. Built in 1776 at Chatham. Remains at Newfoundland.

9. ENTERPRIZE, 26 Guns, Lieutenant W. Somerville. Stationed off the

Tower to receive impressed men. This Ship was once commanded by the late Ad-
miral J. W. Payne. Was built at Deptford in 1774.

10. GARLAND, 22 Guns, Captain John Serrel. At Jamaica in May, 1803,
A French privateer, called Man. Purchased in 1800. Loat off Cape Franc oisc,

St. Domingo, in November, 1803.

it. L'HEUREUX, 24 Guns, Captain K Mackenzie. At Barbadocs in May,
.1803. Late a French Privateer, purchased in 1800. At present commanded by
Captain L. O. Bland, on die Leeward Island Station.

iz. JAMAICA, 26 Guns, Captain Jonas Rose. Jn the Channel, May, 1803.
Taken from the French in 1796 by the INTREPID, Captain C. Carpenter, in the

West Indies, and then named la Percante With the Baltic fleet, under Captain

Jonas Rose, in May, 1801 ; and in the North teas in Msy, 1802. At present under

Captain Rose in the Downs.

13. LAPWING, 28 Guns, Alexander Skene. Cruising in May, 1803. Built in

1785 at Dover. At Lisbon, commanded by Captain E. Rotheram in Aiay, iSoi
;

and at Portsmouth, under his command, in May, 1802 Sajled as convoy to the

East Indies, March 2?, 1804, under Capt. F. W. Fane, and remains with him on the

Irish Station.

14. MERCURY, 28 Guns, Honourable Captain P. D. Bouverie. At the Nore
in Nay, 1803. Built in 1780 on the river Thames. The Roman Merchants yearly
celebrated a festival on the I5th of May, in honour of Mercury, in a temple ne-jr

the Circus Maximus : yet still this God has but little business in our Navy, unlr?< it

it in those Yards where Ship* are built by Contract. In the Mediterranean, cum-
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manded by Captain T. Rogers in May, 1801 ; and in Ordinary at Deptford in Maf,
l8oa. At present commanded by the Honourable Captain D. P. Bouverie, at

Spithead.

15. MATH DA, 24 Guns, 1 ieutenant J. Tames. At Woolwich as an Hospital
hip, May, 1803 Taken from the French by Captain W. Frascot in the West

Indies, October 30, and then named le JjcMn.-*- ^he was at Woolwich in May,
I So i

;
and in May, 1802, \vasthere under the command of I icuteiunt W. Lanyon.

At present at Woolwich, commanded by Lieutenant J. James.

16. NEMESIS, 28 Guns, Captain P. Somerville. Cruising in the Channel in

Mar, 1803. Built at Liverpool in 1780, and reduced in 1796 She was taken by
three l-rtnch Privateers at Mnyrna, May. I79J; and retaken by the EGMONT,
Captain Button, near '1 unis,' March 9, 1796. Nemesis, one of the Pare*, and the
Goddess of Vengeance^ was represented with an Helm and a Wheel : and it is singular
that the people of Smyrna (oiF which port she was taken, as already mentioned, by
the French,) were the first who made her Statues wirh wings; to shew with what

celerity she was f ivparcd to punish the crimes of the wicked, both by sea and
Ir.nd, as the helm and wheel in her hands intimate. The NEMESIS, in May, i8or,
was on t'ne L'ov.us station, commanded by Captain E. W. C. R. Owen; and by
Captain P. Sonicrville at Spiihead, in May, 1802. At present under the same Cap-
tain in the Channel.

17. PEGASUS, cr.fuic, zS Guns, Captain John Pengelly. In the Mediterranean
in May. 1803. Built at Deptford in 1779- Pegasus, the winged horse of Perseus,
received his name, according to He*iod, from his being born near the Souices (TDXTI)
of the Ocean. This ."'hip in May, 1801, was in the Mediterranean, under the above

Captain ;
and also in May, 1802. At present remains under lus command, as a

Guard Ship off Harwich.

18. PERSi US, Bomb. Vessel, of aoGuns, Captain J.
Melhuish. At the Nore in May,

1803. Built on the river Thames in 1776. Penem is celebrated for having instructed

Mariners to direct their way in the Sea by the Stars, and particularly by the polar
Constellation. '1 he ancient history of his exploits relates to the Pere.iani, Parrbasiam,

and Perezitei, the same people with the HeiiaJj: and Osiriam. (See Clarie'j Progreis
llime Discovery, Pol. I, JntroJuftion, pagt 96.^ This .'hip in May, 1801, was

in Ordinary it V. oolwieh ; and also in it ..ay, iScz. At present ac the More,
commanded by Captain T. Searic.

19 LA RENARD, 20 Guns, Honourable Captain W. Cathcart. French Priva-

purchased by Government in i"t)8. In the Channel in May, 1803. In May,
i So i, this .Ship had been also in the Channel, commanded by Captain J. A. Worth ;

and sailed to the West Indies, under Captain C M. Gregory, May 23, 1802. At

present a Sloop of 18 Guns, commanded by the Honourable Captain W. Cathcart in

the West Indus.

20. ROSARIO, a-> Guns, Captain W. Mounsey. Refitting at Plymouth in

May. 1803 Late L'Hardi French 1 rivateer, purchased in 1800. She had been in

Ordinary at Plymouth in May, l80i ; and in May, 18^2, was in commission at that

poit, under the above-mentioned Captain. At present a Sloop of 18 Guns, com-
manded by the same Officer, on the Irish Station.

2f. !-Qyi'
J RF.L, 24 Guns, Captain Ernest Brown. Fitting at Woolwich in

May', 1 803. Built at Liverpool in i 785. A name nearly as suitable to a Man of War
as> that of the Blackbird. The SQUIRRF.L, however, appears among the Ships that

were in commission at the conclusion of the war in December, 1763, when she was
commanded by dipt lin James Cranston. In May, 1801, this Ship had been in

Yarmouth Roads, commanded by Captain J. Hanutead; and in May, 1802, she

was laid up in Ordinary at Woolwich. At present on the Downs Station, commanded

by Captain E. Brawn.

32. I.A TOURTEREI.LE, en fute, 30 Guns, Captain J. Fergns-ionne. In the
Mediterranean in May, 1803. Taken from the French, March I3th, 1795, by tiie

Lively, Captain G Burlton, 13 leagues from Ushant. This Ship was commanded
by Captiin Fergussonne on a secret expedition in May, 1801 ; and was under him in

the Mediterranean in M.iy, 1802. At present at a Guard Siiip, 28 guns, at

vjreecock, commanded by Captain J. Simpson. 4
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23. TERPSICHORE, 28 Guns, Captain W. Bathurst. In the East Indies hi

May, 1803. Built at Mistleythorn in 1785. This Muse presided over dancing; and
can have but little to do with a Ship ; unless, indeed, where it has a Fiddle Head.

In May, 1801, this Ship had been commanded by Captain J. Mackellar in Yarmouth
Roads; and in May, 1802, in the East Indies. At present a jj-gun Frigate,
under Captain W. Bathurst, in the East Indies.

34. WILLIAM, armed Ship, 22 Guns, carronades, Captain Thomas Brown.
On her passage to the Mediterranean in May, 1803. Purchased by Government in

1798. In Ordinary at Deptford, May. 1801; and had been fitting at Woolwich,
under Mr. William Lloyd, Master, in May, 1802. At present in the river Thames,
under Mr. H. Duncan, Matter.

SLOOPS OF WAR.
Vessels from 1 8 to 1 6 Guns inclusive.

I. ALBATROSS, Brig, 18 Guns, Captain Lord G. Stuart. In the East Indie*

in May, 1803. Built in 179531 Ross's yard, Chatham. Captain Scott we believe

was the first Commander appointed to her, in January, 1796. This Ship sailed for

the East Indies, July 9, 1798; and was, in May, 1801, commanded by Captain Waller j

and also in May, 1802, commanded by Lieutenant C. Malcolm. Continues at pre-
ent in the East Indies under Captain H. Butt.

1. ATALANTE, 16 Guns, Captain J. O. Mascfield. Cruising in May, 1803.
Taken from the French off Scilly, January loth, 1797, by the PHGLBE, Captain R.

Barlow. Had been in the Channel, under Captain A. J. Griffith, in May, 1801, and

May, 1802. At present in Plymouth Sound, under Caj/tain Masefield.

3. BEAVER, 1 8 Guns, Captain Charles Pelly. Fitting at Deptford in May,
1803. Built in 1795 at Chatham. Had been in the Channel in May, 1801, and
on the Cork Station in May, 1802, commanded by Captain C. B. Jones. At present
in the North Seas, commanded by Captain C. M. Gregory.

4. BUSY, 1 8 Guns, Captain T. Clinch. At Trinidad in May, 1803. Built at Chat-
ham in 1797. Had been, in May, 1801, on the Leexvard Island Station, commanded

by Lord Viscount Falkland; on which Station she continued in May, 1802. At
present in the West Indies, under Captain Clinch : she sailed April 20, 1804.

5. BITTERN, 16 Guns, Captain R. Corbet. At Gibraltar in May, 1803.
Built in 1796 at Adams's yard, Bucklershard. Had been in the North Seas, com-
manded by Captain E. Kittoe in May, 180 1; and was at Spithead, under Captain
Corbet, in May, 1802. At present carries 18 Guns, with the same Captain at

Gibraltar.

6. CAMELEON, Brig, 18 Guns, Captain Thomas Staines. In the Mediter-
ranean in Maj, 1803. Built of Fir at Deptford in 1795. Captain R. H. A. Bennett
first commissioned her; and was succeeded in February, 1796, by Captain R. W.
Bowyer, who then commanded her at the Norc Had been in -the Mediterranean,
on the Egyptian Expedition, in May, 1801 ; where she continued in May, 1833.
At present remains under Captain Staines in the Mediterranean.

7. CYANF., 18 Guns, Captain Murray Maxwell. At the Leeward Islands in

May, 1803. Built at Chatham in 1796. She was first commissioned in May, 1796,
by Captain R. Manning. CYANE was a Nymph of Syracuse, in whose history not
one event appears that has any connexion with Naval History. The name of this

Sloop should rather have been Cyanere, which was given by the Ancients to two
floating islands at the entrance of the F.uxine. This Ship was at the Leeward Islands
in May, 1801, and May, 1802, commanded by Captain H. Matson. At present
commanded by the Hon. Captain G. Cadogan at the Leeward Islands.

8- CORSO, Brig, 18 Guns, Lieutenant Joshua Kneeshaw. At Gravesend, to

receive men, in May, 1803. Taken from the Spaniards December 2, 1796, in the

Mediterranean, by the Southampton, Captain Macnamara. Had been in the Medi-
terranean in May, 1801; and in the Spring of 1802, commanded by Captain W.
Ricketts : on her return in that year she was paid off. At present continues under
the ame Lieutenant, at Gravescud, to receive men.
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9. CALYPSO, 16 Guns, Captain W. Verour. On the Jamaica Station in May,
1803. Built in 1783 on the river Thames. Calypso was one of the daughters of

Occanus. This Ship sailed as Convoy to the West Indies, under Captain Joseph Ba-

ker, September 6, 1799; remained in the same seas, commanded by Captain E. P.

Brenton, in June, and by Captain W. Venour in August, iSoz In August, 1803,
when under the same Officer, she was run down and sunk, with all her crew, in a

gale of wind on her return to England, by one of her convoy.

10. CRUISER, 18 Guns, Captain John Hancock. In the Downs, \f8y, 1803.
Built in 1797 at Deptford. Captain C. Woolaston first commissioned her in February,

1798. Was in the North Seas, under Captain Hancock, in May 1801, and May
i'.oz. At present in the Downs, under the same Officer.

11. CHERWF'LL, 18 Guns, Captain P. Dumaresque. Fitting at Plymouth in

May, 1803. Originally called i'.AURORE, Corvette, taken from the French, Jan.
18, 1801, by the THAMES, Captain W. Lukin, at sea, on her passage to France
from the isle of Mauritius. At present on the Jersey Station, commanded by Captain
Dumaresque.

12. FAIRY, 16 Guns, Captain Lord \V. Fitzroy. Cruising in May, 1803.
Built in 1/73 at Sheerness. Had sailed to the West Indies, under Captain F. Warren,
December the 7th, 1800 ; and was on the Leeward Island Station, i ieutenant John
Impey acting, in May, 1802. At present at Jamaica, under the Hon. Capt. C, Powys.

13. FURY, Bomb, 16 Guns, Captain Frederick Langford. M the More in May,
1803. Built in 1790 Had been attached to the Egyptian Expedition, under Cap-
tain R. Curry, in May, iSoi ; and, on her return in the Summer of 1802, she wa
paid off. At present continue* under Captain Joseph Edmonds in the Downs.

14. GANNET, Brig, 16 Guns, Captain Edward Bass, appointed to this Ship in

July, 1802, and cruising in May, 1803. Built in iSco at Chatham: first commis-
sioned there in May, 1800, by Captain Is. Cotgrave. Was at Port-mouth in May,
1801, under Lieutenant John Kobcrss ; and in November, under Captain Cotgrave,
in the Downs. Captain A. S. Burrowes was appointed to her in March, 1802. At

present under Captain Bus in the Channel.

15. HARPY, Brig, 18 Guns, Captain Edmund Heywood. Cruising in the

North Sea in May, 1803. Built in 1796 at Mr. King's yard, Dover. Had been
attached to the Baltic Fleet, under Captain T. Boys, in May, 1801; and was at

Sheerness, rtfitting, under the same Officer, in May, 1802. At present continues

under Captain Heywood in the Downs.

16. HUNTER, Brig, 18 Guns, Captain S. H. Inglefield. Sailed with scaled

orders, May 19, 18-3. Built in ifcoi, and commissioned in August by Captain John

Jones, who sailed in her to the Downs. Was at Plymouth under the same Officer,

May, 180%. At present commanded by Captain Jnglefield at Jamaica.

17. HAZARD, 18 Guns, Captain R. I. Neve. Sailed with fealed orders in

May, 1803. Built in 17^431 Brindley's yard, Finsbury. Had been on the Irish

Station, commanded by Captain W. Butterfield, in May, 1801 ; and at Plymouth
in May, 1801. Continues a: present in the Channel.

18. HORNET, 16 Guns, Captain P. Hunt. At Barbadoes in May, 18:3. Built

at Stalfcart's yard, Rotherhithe, in 1794. Was at the Leeward Islands, under Cap-
tain J. Nash, in May 1801, and May 1802. At present a iloop of 18 Gtins, on that

Station, commanded by Captain J. Lawrence.

19. 1MOGKNE, 18 Guns, Captain H. Vaughan. In the Channel in May,
1803. Originally the rrench Privateer le Diable a Quatre, purchased by Government
in iSOi. In May, 1801, she was fitting at Plymouth, under Captain R. Prater;
and was commanded by Captain H. Vaughan in May, 18-2 : under whom she at

present continues at the Leeward Islands.

20. JALOUSE, Brig, 1 8 Guns, Captain Charles Strachey, cruising in May,
1803. Taken from the French, May 31, 1797, in the North Sea, by the Vestal,

Captain C. White. Was commanded by the Honourable Captain F. P. Irwy in the
North Sea in May, 1801 ; and by Captain Charles Strachey at Yarmouth in May,
1832. At present remains under Captain Strachey in the Mediterranean.
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21. KITE, Bri", 18 Guns, Captain P. Pipon. On the Jersey Station in May.
1803. L'uilt of Fir in 1795 at Portsmouth. Had been in Yarmouth Roads in May,
1801, commanded by Captain S. T. bigby ; and at Shcernqss under Captain Pipon iti

June, 1802. Continues at present under Captain Pipon on the Jeis>ey itatiou.

22. LARK, 16 Guns, Captain John Tower. Cruising in the Downs in Mayj
180?. Built in 1794 at Pitcher's yard, Northfleet. Had been on the Jamr.ica St;itu,n

under Captain J. W. Loring, May, 18: i, and under Captain J. Tippett in June, 18; 2.

Continues at present in the Downs, a Sloop of 18 guns, under Captain Frederick

Langford.

23. I.II.I.Y, 16 Guns, Captain W. Cornpfon. On the Hallifax Station in May,
1803. Originally the SPENCER. Built in 1795. Had been at the Bahama's, under

Captain Joseph Spear, in May, 1801, and at Hallif'ux in May, 1802. Continues

at present at the Bahamas, a Sloop of 18 guns, under Captain R. M'Donnell.

24. LYNX, 16 Guns, Captain J.
\\

r
. Marshall. Cruising in May, 1803. Built

at Cleverley's yard, GraVesend, 1^94, and first commissioned by Capt. C. V. Pen*

rouse. Had been in the North Sea, under Captain A Skene, Alay, 1801 ;
who was

succeeded by Captain J. W. Marshall in June, 1802. Continues at present a Sloop of

18 guns, under his Command in the North Sea.

25. LIBERTY, Brig) 16 Guns, lieutenant W. M. Courtney. In the Channel
in May, 1803. Purchased in 1779 Had been in the Channel under Lieutenant H.

Cook, in May, 1801; and under Lieutenant Hardy in April. 1802. At present on
the Jersey Station, 14 guns, commanded by Lieutenant John Codd.

26. MILBROOKE, ScLooner, 18 Guns, Lieutenant M. N. S'arclc. Cruising in

the Downs in May, 1803. Built in 1797. Had been in the Channel, under 1 ieut.

Starck, in May, 1801 ;
and at Gibraltar in May, iSoz. At present 14 guns, com-

manded by Lieut. Carpenter, in the Downs.

27. MORGIANA, \6 Guns, Capt. Robert Raynsforl. Sailed with Dispatches,

May 11, 1803 Originally I'Actif, taken from the Trench in i#co Had saikd, July 9,

18." i, under Captain Charles Otter, attached to the Egyptian Expedition ;
and remained

under his command at Portsmouth in May, 1802. At present remains in the Medi-
terranean under Captain Raynsford.

a8. OSPREY, 18 Guns, Captain George Younghusband. At the Leeward
Islands in May, 1803. Built in i/y7- Had been off the Coast of Africa, under

Captain J. Watts, in May, i8n ; and in the West Indies, under Captain George
Irwin, in May, 1802. Continues at present at the Leeward Islands, commanded by
Captain Younghusband.

29. PHEASANT, 18 Guns, Captain H. Carew. On the Hallifax Station in

May, 1803. Built at Shoreham in 1798. Commissioned by Captain W. Skipsey,
under whom she sailed in the same year. Was on the Hallifax Station, commanded
by Captain H. Carew, in May 1801, and May 1802. At present at Spithead, under
the same Officer.

30. PORT MAHON, Prig, 18 Guns, Captain H Neville. Sailed with dis-

patches, May, 1803. Built at Minorca in 1799. Was in the Mediterranean
under Captain W. Buchanan in May 1801, and May 1802. -At present at Honduras,
Captain T. Garth acting.

31. PYLADES, 18 Guns, Captain A. S. Burrowes. Off the Coast of Africa in

May, 18:3. Built in 179 1. With the Baltic Fleet, commanded by Captain James
Boorder in May, 1801, and in Yarmouth Roads under the same Officer in May, 1802.
Continues at present under Captain Burrowes, on the coast of Africa.

32. PELICAN, Brig, 18 Guns, Captain Thomas Garth. On the Jamaica Sra-

tion in May, 1^03. Built in 1795. Refitting at Portsmouth, under Captain J. '1 hick-

ucsse, in June, 1801 ; and commanded by Captain Henry Whitby at Jamaica in May,
1802. Continues at Jamaica, under Captain Francis Macdonald.

33. PETERELL, 16 Guns, Captain J.
Lamborn. Cruising in the Channel in

May, 1803. Built in 1794. Was i the Mediterranean, off the coast f Egypt, in

May, 1801 ; and cruising in the Channel, commanded by Captain Laaiborn, in May,
Sailed for the West Indies, under Capta;n Lamborn, April 2, 1804.
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,^4. PIGMY, Cutter, Lieutenant M. White. In the Channel in May, 18^3.
Taken from the French in 1779, an<^ then called the MUTINE. Commanded by
Lieutenant W. Shepheard, in the Mediterranean, in May iSsi, and iVIay 1802. At
present on the Jersey Station, under Lieutenant Burgess.

3j. RACOON, Brig, Captain W. Rathbone. At Jamaica in May, 1803. Built
ofHr in 1795. Under the same Commander, on the Downs Station, in May, 1801 ;

and in the Mediterranean in May, ioz. At present at the Bahamas, under Captain
Gordon.

36. RAVEN, Brig, 18 Guns, Captain Spelman Swaine. At Alalta in May,
18-3. Late r/ltettinse, taken from the French in 1799 Commanded by Captain
James Sanders, in the Channel, in May, i8oi

;
and sailed under him to Leith, with,

Seamen, in May, 1802. Lost on the S.\V. of Scilly, when commanded by Captain
Swaine, Jan. 6, 1804: crew saved.

37. RKPUBLICAN, Schooner, 18 Guns, in the West Indies in May, 1803. Taken
from the French in 1795. Continued in thcf West Indies in May 1801, and May

38. RANGER, 16 Guns, Captain Charles Coote. In the Channel, May,
1803 Built in 1794. Commanded on the North Sea Station hy Captain John Little,

in May, 1801 ;
and sailed under Captain Coote to Embd:n, with Seamen, in May,

1802. Remains under the same Officer, in the Channel.

39 REDL'RIDGE, Schooner, 16 Guns, Lieutenant G. I.empriere. At Malta in

May, 18.3. Built in 1796. On the Jersey .Station, under the same Commander, in

May, 1801: and sailed with him to Dublin, with Seamen, April 24, 1802. Taken

by a squadron of 1 rench Frigates, whilst under Lieutenant Lcmprierc, near Toulon,
in August, 1803.

40. RAMBLER, 14 Guns, Captain Thomas Innes. Stationed from Plymouth to

the Liz;:rri in May, 1803. Built in 1797 Commanded by Captain P. Rye on the

Jersey tation, in M iy, 1801 ;
and jn the Channel in May, 1802. Continues at pre-

sent under Captain Thomas Innes in the Channel.

41. RAIT' E-XAKE, .6 Guns, Captain John Cramer. In the East Indies in

May. 1803. Built in 1791. 1 lad been at the Cape of Good Hope, under Captain
R v'urti.-.. in ay, iS i

; and under Captain Mottlcy in May, 1802. Continues
under Captain Cramer in the hast Indies.

42 SEA GUI. L, Brig. 18 Guns, Captain H. Burke. Refitting at Plymouth in

May, 1803. Built of Fir in 1795. ^ac^ heen in the Channel, under Captain John,

\Vaiuwright, in May, 1801 ; and under Captain Burke in May, i8oz. Continues
under Captain Burke in the Channel.

43. STORK 18 Guns, Captain Frederick Cottrcll. On the Jamaica Station in

May, 1803 Built in 1796 Had Ven under Captain W. Parker in the Channel, in

May, 1801; and sailed with Captain B. W. Taylor to Jamaica, April 7, 1802.

Continues on the Jamaica Station, under Captain George Le Geyt.

44. SYLPH. Rrig, r% Guns, Captain W Goate. Cruising in the Channel in

May, 1803 Built in 1795. Had been under Captain C. Dashwood in the Channel,

May, 1801 ; and under C.-ptain Goate in February, 1802. Continues in the Chan-

nel, under the same Officer.

45. SNAKE, 18 uns, Captain W.Roberts. On the Jamaica Station in May,
1803 Built in 1798. Had sailed under the same Officer as Convoy to the coast of

Africa, March ir. 18^1
;
and was with him at Honduras in May, 1802. Continues

under Captain Roberts at the Bahamas.

46. LA SOPHIE. 18 Guns, Captain P. L. J. Rosenhagen. Cruising in the
Xorth Sea, May, 1^03 I'rivareir. purchased; taken from the French in 1798.
Had sailed as Convoy to Newfoundland under Ciptain Burdett, March 3 r, 1801;
and to Ireland, May 17, 18.2. At present commanded by Captain Rosenhagen ia

the Mediterranean.

47. SURINAM, 18 Guns, Captain R. Tucker. In the West Indies, May,
{803. Originally It Hussar, taken froia the French in 1799. Had been, on the
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Leeward Islands Station, under Captain Charles Cole, in May, 1801 ; and remained
on that Station in May, 1802. Detained as a prize by the Dutch at the island of Cu-
racoa in 1803.

48. SHARK, 16 Guns, Captain S. B. Herring. At Jamaica in May, 1803. Built

Jn 1799. Had been under Captain Jfemes Carthew at Spithcacl in May, 1801, and
under Captain C. M. Wilmot, at Jamaica, in May, 1802. Continues on the same

Station, commanded by Captain Henry I^ker.

49. SPITFIRE, 1 6 Guns, Captain Robert Keen. Cruising ijn May, 1803.
Built in 1781. Had been in the Channel, under the same Officer, in May, 1801 ;

and was stationed from Milford to Liverpool in May, 1802. Continues in tlie Chan-
pel under the same Commander.

50. SPIDER, Schooner, 16 Guns, Lieutenant Harding Shaw. At Gibraltar in

May, 1803. Taken from the French in 1782. Had been under Lieutenant Richard
Harrison in the Channel, May 1801 ; and in Plymouth Sound, May, 1802. Con-
tinues under Lieutenant Shaw at Gibraltar.

51. SWAN, 14 Guns. At Portsmouth in May, 1803. Built in 1767. Had
been at Portsmouth in commission, May, 1801, and May, 1803. Continues at

Portsmouth.

52. STARLING, Gun- Vessel, 14 Carronades, Lieutenant John Guyon. Cruizing
in May, 1803. Built in 1801. Had been at Guernsey in May, 1801 ; and at Ports-

mouth in May, 1802. Continues under Lieutenant Guyon in the Downs.

53. SNIPE, Gun Vend, 14 Carronades, Lieutenant C. Champion. Cruising on
the Downs Station in M^y, 1803. Built in |8oi at Adams's yard, Bucklershard.

Had been at Sheerness with Lieutenant Champion in May, 1802. Continues under
the sanc Officer in the North Sea.

54. TERMAGANT, 18 Guns, Captain J. Stewart. In the Mediterranean in May,
1803. Built in 1796. Had been in the Mediterranean, under Captain W. Skipsey,
in May, 1801; and Lieutenant C. foote, in May, i8cz. Continues in the Mediter-

ranean, under Captain R. Pellet.

55. THORN, 16 Guns, G. Cranston, Master. At Eeptford as the Marine So-

ciety's Ship. Built in 1779.

56. VICTOR, 1 8 Guns, Captain John Hornsey. In the East Jndies, May,
1803 Built in 1798. Mad been attached to the Secret Expedition under Sir Home
Popham in May, 1801, commanded by Captain G. R. Collier. Continues in the

East Indies, under C. J. Johnston.

57. LA VICTORIEUSE, Brig, 16 Guns, Captain J. Richards. At Malt* in

May, 1803. Taken from the French in 1795. Had been under Captain Richards
in the Mediterranean, May, 1801; and remained on the same Station in May,
1802. At present a Brig in Ordinary at Plymouth.

58- VIXEN, Gun Brig, 14 Carronades, Lieutenant Philip Browne. Cruising
on the Downs Station in May, 1803. Built 'n 1801, and first commissioned by
Lieutenant John Baker (2). Continues under the command of Lieutenant Browne
an the North Sea.

59. WEAZLE, Brig, 1 6 Guns, Captain William Durban. In the Mediterranean,
May, 1803. Built in 1799- Had been cruising in the Channel, under the same
Officer, in May, 1801 ; and in the Mediterranean in May, 1802. Driven on shore,
under Captain W Layman, March i, 18-4, in a ga'e, near Cabritta Point, Gibraltar

Bay, and went to pieces: only one man perished.

60. ZEBRA, Bomb, 16 Guns, Captain W. Beauchamp. At the Nore in May,
1803. Built in 178^. Had been with the Baltic Fleet, commanded by Captain,
E. b. Clay, in May, 1801 ; and was in Ordinary at Plymouth in May, 1802. Con-
tinues under the former Officer, on the Downs Station.



N E X
TO THE

MEMOIRS, HINTS, PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERS, MEDICAL
FACTS, NAVAL LITERATURE, POETRY, REMARKABLE

INCIDENTS, fcfr. cfr. IN VOL. XI.

A.
A DMIRALTY SESSIONS; trials at,

J\. 70.

AFK.ICA, River Mitombo in
; some account

of, 20.

ANECDOTES of Lord Hervey, 13. Of
Admiral Cornwallis, 14. 100. 207. Of
Admiral Savage, 208. Of Sir Edward
Pcllew, 279. Of His Royal Highness
the Duke of Clarence, when Prince Wil-
liam Hrnry, i3=>. Of Captain Sarmi-1

Hood, ib. Of Admiral Boscawen, 281.
Of Vice-Admiral Sir Samuel Cornish,
Bart. 345. Of the late Admiral Lord
Hawke, 44.5. Of -George II, ib. Of
Major Wolfe, ib.

ANEMOMETER; description of a newly
invented one, 278.

APOLLO ; interesting narrative of the loss

of the, 392.
ARCHER'S (Lieut.) Letter to his mother,

containing an account of the loss of his

Majesty's Ship Phoenix, 282.

B.

BAILLY, Mons.
; extracts from his Essay

on the Refrigeration of the Earth, &c. 23.
B ARROW, Mr. JOHN ; remtiks on, and

extracts from, his Travels into the Inte-

rior of Southern Africa, 212. 375.
BKLI. ROCK

; some account of the erec-

tion oi a beacon on the, 73.
BLOCKADES ; letttr to the Editor respect-

ing their inefBcacy, is.

BOAT, experiments made of a ckth one at

Pari.-, 44.5.

BoscAWt-N, Admiral; anecdotes of him,
281.

BRODIE, Captain JOSEPH; thanks of the

Incorporation ot Merchants and Traf-
fickers of Leith voted to him fur erecting
a beacon on the Bell Ruck, 73.

C.

CALDWEI.L, Admiral; portrait and bio-

giaphical memoir of, i. Some particu-
.lais of his family, 2. Studies at the

Royal Academy at Portsmouth, ib. Goet
to sea in the Isis, and is removed to the

flag-ship of Admiral Boscawen, ib. It

in the celebrated victory obtained by Sir

Edward Hawke over M. de Conflans, 5.

Promoted to the rank of Lieut, ib. Ap-
pointed to the command of the Martin

Sloop, ib. Raised to the rank of Post

Captain in the Milfard frigate, ib. Ap-
pointed to command the Emerald fri-

gate, and distinguishes himself on the

North America station, 6. Blockades
the Capes of Virginii, and takes the Vir-

ginia frigate, ib. Promoted, on his re-

turn from America, to the Hannibal, and

brings home an East India convoy, i!>.

Appointed to the command of the Aga-
memnon, which forms one of Admiral

Kempenfelt's squadron, that is ordered

to intercept the Brest fleet, ib. They
cut off about twenty sail of the convoy,
ib. Captain Caldwell falls in with seven

sail of transp Tts bound for Martinico,
and captures rive of them, 7. Ordered
to join Sir George Bridges Rodney in the

West Indies, and is in the memorable
action of the izth April, 1782, ib. His

ship surfers severely in the engagement, ib.

Promoted to the rank of Rear-Admiral
of the White, and hoists his flag on board

the Cumberland, 8. Advanced to be.

Rear-Admiral of the Red, and hoists his

flagon board the Impregnable, ib. Pro-

m ted to bs Vice-Admiral of the Blue,
shifts his flag into the Majestic, and joins
Sir John Jervis on the Leeward Island

station, 9. Succeeds Sir John as Com-
mander in Chief on that station, ib. Rais-

ed to the rank of Admiral of the Blue, ib.

CALEDONIAN CANAL, proceedings in Par.

liament respecting the, 488.
CAMELFORD, Lord ;

some account of,zo7-
CAPE OF GOOD HOPE; some account cf

the shvt-s at th , 14.

CHATHAM DOCK
;

a correct li$t of th

ships M picsent iliac, 401.
CHURCH-
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CHURCHMAN, JOHN, some account given

by him of the recession of the sea, 4.65.

CLARENCE ; anecdote of his Royal High-
ness the Duke of, 280.

CLARKK, Rev. JAMES STANIFR; some
account of the eJition of Falconer's

Shipwreck which he illustrated with

notes, and to which he has prefixed the

Life of the Author, 305. Extracts from,

467.
COLPOYS, Admiral Sir JOHN ; portrait
and biographical memoir of, 265. Serves

at the siege of Louisbourg and Mar.ini-

-qne, ib. Sails to the East fr.dies, where
he is made Master and Commander, and
afterwards promoted to the rank of Post

Captain, ib. Was one of the officers who

composed the Court-Martial for the tri ;1

of.Admiral Sir Hugii Palliser, 266. Ap-
pointed to the command of the Royal
George, ib. Commands the Orpheus
irigate, 267. Appointed to the command
of the Hannibil, and sails with the squa-
dron under Rear-Admiral Gardner to

the West Indies, ib. Promoted to the

rank of Rear-Admiral of the Blue, and
afterwards to be Rear- Admiral of the

White, and hoists his flag on board the

London, 268. Advanced to be Vice-

Admiral of the Blue, and sails with the

Channel fleet under the command of Lord

JBridport, ib. They engage the enemy's
fleet, and capture three of their line of
battle ships, ib. Vice-Admiral Co/poys
arrives at Spithead, where symptoms of

mutiny display themselves, 269. The
Vice- Admiral, together wi;h Admirals
Gardner and Pole, confer with the de-

k gales from the fleet, on board theQneen
Charlotte, 270. He determines to pre-
vent a meeting of the delegates on board

the London, ib. The delegates persist,
and wound Lieut. Suns ;

the marines

then fire, and kill five seamen, 271. Tiie

crew of the London declare open hosti-

lity against the officers and marines, ib.

They proceed to hang the F;rst Lieute-

nanr, but are prevented by the initrhr.

rtnce of the Vice-Admiral, ib. The imi-

tiuetrs confine the Admiral, Captain
Griffiths, and the Officers, to their cabins,
and imprison the irurines, ib. The Vict-

Admiral, the Captain, and the Chaplain,

go on shore, ib. Lord Howe arrives at

Portsmouth, with full powers for settling
thediffereiK points in dispute, ib. Afftirt

are, for a time, adjusted to the satisfac-

tion of the seamen, 272. Vice- Admiral

Colpoys is invested wjtli the noble oidcr

of the Bath, and raised to the rank, of
Adiriral of the Blue, ib. Ceremonial of
his Knighthood and Investiture, 362.

COPENHAGEN, naval monuments at, 357.
Co KNi6H,Admir:d SAMUEL PITCH FORD}

biographical memoir of, 345. Ass-imes
the name of his maternal uncle the late

Vice- Admiral Sir Samuel Cornish, Bart.

ib. Anecdote of Sir Samuel, ib. Mr.
Cornish sails with his uncle to the East

Indies, and is promoted by him to the

rank of Lieutenant, 346. Is in several

engagements while serving under his

uncle, 347. Promoted to be Captain of
the America, ib. Is in the expedition'

against Luconia, ib. Assists at the taking
of the town of Manilla and port of Ca-

vite, &c. 348. Distinguishes himself as

Lieut. Colonel of a battalion of seamen
on shor j

, ib. Official account of the

taking of Manilla, ib. Continues on the

East India station during the remainder

of ihe war, ind suffers severely in a

storm, 352. Returns to England, and
marries Miss Gambler of Cavendish

Square, 353. Appointed to the Arro-

gant, and sails to the West Indies under
Admiral Rodney, ib. Is in the cele-

brated actions of the 9th and iz.h of

April, 1781, ib. Promoted to the rank
of Reai-Adimral of the Blue, and sails

on a cruise, 354. Sails with a squadron
to the West Indies, ib. His farther pro-

motions, ib.

CORNWALLIS, Admiral} anecdotes of, 14.
His portrait and character, 100.

D.
DEMON ; extracts from his Travels in

Egvpt, 19.

DICEY, Honourable Admiral ROBERT }

biographical memoir of, 89. Same par-
ticulars of his family, il>. Goes to sea

in the Edinburgh, 90. Made Post Cap-
tain, and appointed to the Solebay fri-

gate, ib. Appointed to the command of

the Dunkirk, ib. Sails with Sir Edward
Hawke in the expedition against Rocli-

forr, ib. Sails with the squadron tinder

Commodore Keppel for the redaction of

Gores:, i!>. Detailed account of the re-

duction of that settlement, ib. Partici-

pates in the victory obtained by Sir Ed-
ward Hawke over the Marquis de Con-

flans, 94. Dispatched under Captain H.

P.diiser, ib. Elected a representative in

Paili.unent for the ciiy of Wells, ik. Ap-
pointed to be a Colonel of marines, ib.

Appointed to the Rrtmillies, in the Chan-

nel fte-t, under Admiral Keppel, ib. Is
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in the action with the French fleet under
the Comte d'Orvilliers, 95. Promoted
to the rank of Rear- Admiral of the Blue,
and hoists his flag on board the Prince

George, ib. Is entrusted with the nau.
ticai education of Prince William Henry,
ib. Commands a division of the Chan-
nel fleet under Admiral Sii Chas. Hardy,
ib. Sails as second in command of the

fleet for the relief of Gibraltar in the year

1779, 96- They capture a Spanish squa-
dron, ib. Defeat the fleet under the

command of Don Juan de Langara, ib.

Extracts from Admiral Rodney's official

leuer on the occasion, ib. Rea -Admiral

Digby returns to England with thirteen

sail of the line and the Spanish prizes, 97.
Falls in with a French convoy, and cap-
tures three ot them, together with the

commanding ship, tlie Protr.ee, 98. Ad-
vanced to be Rear- Admiral of the Red,
snd sails with three ships of the line to

America, to reinforce Admiral Graves,
and to take the chief command, ib. Shifts

his flag from the Prince George to the

Lion, and detaches every other ship of

the line under his command with Sir Sa-

muel Hood for the better protection of

our West India possessions, 99. His

promotions, ib.

DISCOVERY, Russian vovage of, 113.

DOUGLAS, Sir ANDREW SNAPE ; inscrip-
tion designed for a monument to the me-

mory of the late, 103.
DROWNING PERSONS, preservation of,

208.

E.

EARTH, refrigeration of the, or the de-

crease of the native heat of the gkbe,ii5.
EAST INDIA REPORT, 337.411.
ESCAPE ; piovidentiai one of Robert Scot-

ney, .397.

EXPEDITION, Russian
j
fome account of,

278.
F.

FALCONER, WILLIAM
j
some account of

his Poem entitled the Shipwreck, 305.
Extracts from, 467.

FLORIDA STREAM; chart of the supposed
course uf the, 372. Description of the

plate, ib.

Foi HER GILL, Dr.; extracts from his

Es-ay on an Asylum for shipwrecked
mariners, and the protection of their tiade,

55-
FUR-TRADE ; advantages which that of

the noith-west coast ot America offers lo

Great Britain, 108.

G.
GEORGE II, anecdote of, 445.
GOREE

;
some account of the reduction of

the French settlement of, 90.
H.

HARDACRE'S naval improvement, 104.
KARMATTAN, a periodical wind ofAtnca j

extracts from Dr. Dod son's paper on the,

364.
HARVEY and HUTT, Captains ; descrip-

tion of the monument erected to their

memory in Westminster Abbey, 363.
-

, Captains ; inquiry

by a Correspondent, why there is no in-

scription on the Monument erected to

their memory, 470.

HAWKf, anecdote of Admiral Lord, 445.
HFRVEY, Lord, French anecdote of, 13.

HOOD, Captain SAMUEL, bravery of, 280.

, Right Hon. SAMUEL Lord Vis-

count, portrait of, 400. Description of

the plate, ib. Debate in Parliament re-

specting his claim to remuneration for

the ships captured at Toulon, 479.

IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT, debates inte-

resting to the Navy in the, 134. 316.

479
INVASION; letter to the Editor, shewing

that it is little to be apprehended though
our fleet should be blown off its station

at Brest, 12.

INVERARITY, Captain D. ; nautical in-

fuimation communicated by him, 398.

JAMES, Captain THOMAS; abstractor his

voyage for the discovery of a north-west

passage into the South Sea, 13 7. 213. 384*

JERSEY ; false alarm excired there, 419.
K.

KENTISH'S improved Derrick for loading
and unloading ships, 105.

KING'S BENCH, Court ot, trial of Michael
and John Hedges in the, for peculation
in the DOCK-YARDS, 151. Sir Andrew

Snape Hammond and others versus

Brents, 234,

KMGHT, Rear-Admiral JOHN, portrait
and biographical memoir ot, 415. Some

particulars of his family, ie>. Enters

the Navy under his father's command,
and serves in the expeditions at Cancalle,

Cherbourg, and St. Cas, ib. Was with

the Fleet under L'^rd Anson whi-h es-

corted her piesent Majesty to England,

427. P-isses his examination for an Of-

ficer, and serves under Admiral Lord
Colville and Lord H v.d in America, and

assists in the maritime survey of that

3 i coast,
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coast, 4.27. Som< account of the unfor-

tunate expedition against St. Malo, ib.

Mr. Knight's character, as an Officer,

held in high estimation by his superior

Officers, 428. Enters an enemy's port,
and takes several vessels, ib. Generous
conduct of Lord Howe on the occasion,

ib. Appointed by Lord Howe to his

flag-ship, who fjives him the charge of

conducting his fleet through the most in-

tricate channels, ib. Appointed by Lord
Hood to be his First Lieutenant, and

attu wards promoted to the rank of Post

Captain by the same Commander, ib.

His abilities are in such high estimation

vith Lord Hood, that he removes him
from the Shrewsbury, of 74 guns, to

command his own flag-ship in the deci-

sive action with de Grasse, ib. Receives

the sword of Count de Grasse, and pre-
sents it to his Admiral, ib. Prince Wil-
liam Henry studies under Capt. Knight
on board the Barfleur, 429. At the com-
mencement of the war in 1793, Captain

Knight is appointed to Lord Hood's se-

veral flag-ships, ib. Is with his Lord-

ship at Toulon and Corsica, ib. Super-
seded at Corfica by Sir John Jervis, and

on his return to Europe is appointed ro

command the Montague, and is with

Lord Duncan in the memorable engage-
ment of the i ith of October, j 797, 450.

Enjoys a separate command on the coast

of Ireland, and is afterwards under the

Eatl of St. Vincent and Lord Keith, in

the Mediterranean, and at the blockade

of Cadiz and Brest, ib. Promoted to the

rank of Rear- Admiral of the Blue Squa-
dron, and afterwards advanced to be

Rear-Admiral of the White, 431.
L.

LAND'S END, the, 107.

LANGSTON, Lieut. JOSEPH, anecdote of,

361.
LAUNCH of the Royal Sovereign Yacht,

at Deptford, 407.
LETTER ;

extract of one from on board the

Princess of Orange, off the Toed, 419.
LIFE-BOATS; letter to the Editor shewing
how their use may be extended, 9.

LOUISIANA, Voyage a la
} extracts from,

45-
M.

MAGNIFICENT, account of the loss of,293.
MARINERS, notice to, 75.
MAKIN K BARRIER ; rtpiesentation of one

for effectually preventing boats from land-

ing on an open beach, 360.
MARINE DESIGNS, naval Portraits, &c.

in the exhibition at the Royal Academy
in 1804, 401.

MARIN K LIST of ships lost, captured, and

recaptured, &c. 8S. 176 264. 412.
MARINE SCENERY, 19. 107.
MEDITERRANEAN REPORT, 338, 413.
MONUMENT, Naval, at Copenhagen, 357.

N.
NARROW SEA REPORT, from April 2 to

April 17, 3385 from April 17 to May
7i 4'4-

NAUTICAL EPIGRAM, 18.

NAUTICAL IN FORMATION communicated

by Captain D. Inverarity, 398.
NAUTICAL JEUX D'ESPRIT, 18.

NAVAL ANECDOTES, COMMERCIAL
HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &c. 13. ico.

207. *73- 355. 431 ; specified under
their various subject words.

NAVAL COURTS MARTIAL, trials by,
75. 166.

NAVAL DEFENCE of the Country, impor-
tant debate in Parliament respecting the,

316.
NAVAL EVENTS ; chronological sketch of

the most remarkable of the year 1803,
65.

NAVAL HISTORY of the present year 1804,

Retrospect, 314.416. 477.
NAVAL LITERATURE. See Denon,

Bailly, Fothergill, JMIUS, Barrow, Fal-

coner, Clarke.
NAVAL REFORM

;
fourth Report of the

Commissioners of Naval Inquiry, 31.

124. 217. 295. 457.
NAVIGATION, solution of mathematical

problems relating to the art of, 355.
NAVY; an account of the number <.f ships

composing it on the 3151 December 1803,
2 37-

NAVY, ROYAL, historical list of the; see

Appendices, Nos. I, II, an J III.

NILE; cataracts of the, 19.
NORTHERN STATES' REPORT, 33?.
NORTH SEA REPORT, from March 23 to

April *, 340 ; from April I to May
4, 418.

O.

ORDE, Vice-Admiral Sir JOHN ; portrait
and biographical memoir of, 177. Some
particulars of his family, 178. Com-
n.ences his naval career in 1766, ib.

Made a Lieutenant by Sir George Rod-
ney, 179. Appointed Second Lieutenant
in the Roebuck, ami sails to America,
ib. Appointed First Lieutenant on board
the Eagle, Lord Howe's flag-ship, ib.

Promoted to the rank of Master and

Commander, and appointed to the Zebra

sloop
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sloop of war, 180. Assists at the reduc-

tion of Philadelphia and the forts of the

Delaware, ib. Made Post Captain, and

appointed to the command of the Virginia

frigate ib. Serves on board the Raison-

able while his own ship is repairing, ib.

Leads a small squadron in pursuit of the

American fleet, 181. Takes the Hamp-
den of 20 gun?, ib. Official letter of Sir

George Collier, containing an account of
the proceedings against the American

fleet, 182. List of the rebel fleet destroy-
ed at Penobscot, 184. Sir John Orde

narrowly escapes being shot by a trea-

cherous American Officer, 185. Is pe-

rilously situated, 186. Escapes by the

assistance of a friendly American, 187.
Assists at the taking ot Chai lestown, ib.

Commands a battalion of seamen on

shore, and is favourably noticed by the

Commander in Chief, ib. Is sent with

Admiral Arbuthnot's dispatches to Eng-
land, and appointed to the command of

the Chatham, and returns to America,
ib. Comes back to England, and serves

under Commodore Keith Stewart, in the

North Sea, 188. Employed as senior

Officer of a small squadron on the coast

of France, it. Appointed to the Roe-

buck, one of Commodore Sir John Jer-
vis's squadron, ib. Receives the appoint,
ment ot Governor of Dominica, and acts

with vigour against the armed runaway
negioes, ib. Unanimous vote of thanks
from the Council and Assembly of Do-
minica presented to Sir John on this oc.

casion, ib. Obtains leave to return to

England, is created a Baronet, and re-

turns to his government in the West

Indies, 189. Suppresses an insurrection

of the negroes, and receives the thanks
of the principal planters, merchants, &c.
of Dominica, ib. Returns to England at

the special call of his Majesty's Mini-

sters, 190. His honourable acquittal
from the charges brought against him by
the Assembly of Dominica, 191. Re-
ceives a Haltering letter from the Right
Honourable Henry Dundas, on the occa-

sion, ib. Obtains permission to resign
his government, and resumes the active

duties of his profession on board the Vic-

torious, ib. Appointed to the Venerable,
and joins Lord Howe, then commanding
the Channel fleet, 192. Appointed to

ci'.r.mand the Prince, of 98 guns, and

pn motrd to the rank of Rear-Admiral
of the White, ib. Hoists his fta^on board

the Qa,rftb;idgi', and takes the command

at Plymouth, In which service he conti

rues until the close of the mutiny, ib.

His conduct highly approved of by Lord

Spencer, First Lord of the Admiralty, ib.

Hoists his flag at Portsmouth, and pre-
sides at the Court- Martial appointed to

try the mutineeis at the Nore, ib. Joint
Lord St. Vincent on the Meditenanean.

station, and is sent by his Lordship to

blockade the port of Cadiz, 193. Receives
the thanks of Lord St. Vincent for hi*

able conduct on that station, ib. A se-

rious misunderstanding takes place be-

twixt Lord St. Vincent and Sir John
Orde, ib. Copy of a letter sent by Sir

John to the Admiralty, requesting a
Court-Martial to be held on his Lord-

ship, ib. The Admiralty decline grain-

ing his request, 194. Copy of another
letter written by Sir John to the Admi-
ralty on the same subject, 195. Copies
of letters that passed betwixt Sir John
and the Secretary of the Admiralty, 197.
Promoted to the rank of Vice-Admiral of
the Blue, and afterwards to that of Vice-
Admiral of the White, 198. Receives a

letter from Lord St. Vincent, 202. Ex-
tracts from Sir John's pamphlet, 204.

OSTEND, description of the plate of, ai.
P.

PARKER, Vice Admiral Sir WILLIAM,
Bart.

; Epitaph intended for a monu-
ment to be erected to the memory of the

late, 356.

PELLEW, anecdote of Sir EDWARD, 179.
PEYR.OUSE, fate of M. de la, 101.

PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERS, 13. 113. 209.
364. 465.

PHCPNIX FRIGATE, account of the loa
of, 282.

Portrait of Benjamin
Admiral of the Blue

PLATE CXLII.
Caldwell, Esq.
Squadron, i.

CXL1II. An accurate View of

Ostend, zi.

CXLI V. Portrait of the late Ad-
miral Sir John Moore, Bart, K. B. 113.

CXLV. View of the Commis-
sioner's House, in the Naval Yard, Hali-

fax, Nova Scotia, 141,
CXLVI. Portrait of Sir John

Orde, Bart. Vice-Admiral of the White

Squadron, 177,
CXLVI 1, View of Dover Castle

and the Town, 216.

CXLVIII. Portrait of Sir John
Colpoys, K. H. Admiral of the Blue

Squadron, 265.
CXLJX. View of Spithead, 304,

PLATfi
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PLATE CL. Chart of the supposed Course

ot the Fioiich Stream, 372.
.. CLI. Portrait of the Right Hon.
Samuel Lord Viscount Hood, Aimiral
of the Wmte Squadron, and Governor of

Greenwich Hospital, 400.

CLI I. Portrait of Rear-Admiral

Knight, 425.
CLIII. View of St. John's Har.

bsur, Antigua, 4.56.

CL1V. FRONTISPIECE to the

Eleventh Volume: being a correct Out-

line of the Monument lately erected in

Westminster Abbey to the Memory of

Captains Harvey and Hutt.

PLYMOUTH REPORT, from December 25,

1803, to January 24, 1804, 76; from

January 24 to February 22, j6s ; from

February 23 to March 26, 258 ;
from

March 27 to April 5, 339 j
from April

5 to May 10, 414.
POETRY. Desciiption of the Dutch fleet

under de Ruyter,47. The British bomb-
ketch's challenge to the French flotilla,

49. Stanzas written on observing, in

the list of the British fleet, the names of

many of our rivers appiop: iated to va-

rious ships, and that of Avon omitted,

50. Verses from EurgilK'S on a Luty's
comb, 51. Portsdown. and a fkct just

sailing, 52. Praises of the English na-

vigators, 142. The Orphan Sailor Boy,
147. Sonnet to the Sea-bird, 150. The
Spirit of the Storm, 227. Imitation of

ode xvi of the eleventh book of Honce,
229. The Midshipman's complaint, 231.
The Mermaid's S^ng, 233. Sonnet writ-

ten on a rocky eminence overhanging the

sea, 233. Song, by the Rev. W. L.

Bowles, 309. The Sea-Horse, by Dr.

Aikin, ib. Crazy Kate, by Cowper, 310.

Bryan and Pereene, a West Indian bal-

lad, 311. Lines from Shakespeare, 313.

Inscription at Godwood in Sussex, ib.

Lines on the death of Lieut. Samuel
Neville, 388. Favourite air, sung by
Mr, Biauam, 389. Extract from lines

recited at the anniversary ot the Literary
Fund, written by Henry James Pye,

Esq 390. Extract from Mr. Heber's

Poem of Palestine, relative to the exploits
of Buonaparte and Sir Sidney Smith, ib.

Elegiac stanzas to the memory of Lieut.

W. Boyd, 391. Extracts from Dr.

Kirk( atnck's Poem entitled " The Sea

Piece," 471. The custom of making a

Crew free of the Tropic on first passing
' f 473- The Adieu, to a Fiieml, on
his uepaauie for America, 474. Verses

written by Mrs. Carter in a calm even.

ing on the sea shore, 476. Song, by Mr.
T. Dibdm, 477.

PORTSMOUTH REPORT, from December
26, 1803, to January 24, 1804, 83;
from January 25 to February 22, 172 ;

from February 23 to March 26, 260 ;

from March 23 to April 5, 340;
from April 6 to May 10, 416.

PouLtTi E
;
narrative of an olh'cer belong,

ing to that ship, 167.

PROMOTION, curious plea for, 359.

QUERIES, curious and interesting, 121.

Answers to some of them, 299. 367.
R.

REGISTHR, MONTHLY, OF NAVAL
EVENTS, 71. 164. 255. 314. 477. The
more material articles are severally men-

tioned under their respective subject
words.

REPORTS, FOREIGN, 337. 411.
, HOME, 338342. 413 418.

RETROSPECT, 71. 164. 255. 314. 477.
ROYAL NAVY, historical list ot the ; see

Appendices, Nos. I. II, ami 111

RUSSIAN EXPEDITION; some account of

a, 278.

RUST, recipe for preventing, 106,
S.

SAILOR, character of a, 102.

, curious account of a female one,

442.
SEA, some account of the recession of the,

465.

SEA-FIQHT; account #f a remarkable one,
276.

.

;
a Frenchman'* account of

tne gallant behaviour of an Englishman
in a memo: able one, 431,

StA-WATtR, washing vitli, 107.

SEMINARY, ROYAL NAVV, some tcount

of, 281.

SHIPS and other floating vsseis
; inven-

tion of a mtihod fo> s.i i.ngtnening, 15.

SHIPS; a coricc. list of those mat are at

present in Clia;ban D.-ck, &c. 401.
, British; ust or tnose ih.u were

taken, or destroyed, during the present

ye -, 406.
SHIPWRECK, account of 42 persons who

perished oy, near Spitzbergea, 357-
SHIPWRECKS, correct relation of, 282.

392. 447.

SMITH, Captain ; curious extracts from
h s Travels, Adventure , &c. 173.

SOUND LIST, 357.
ST. LAWRENCE origrfniine, account f the

Shipwreck oi the, 448.
TA.I.BOT
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T.
TAIBOT, MARY*ANNE, curious account

of, 4.42.

TtLKGRAPHiC INVENTION'
;
curious one

by Captain Smith, 274.

THERMOLAMPES, or stoves which afford

heat and Ji^ht on an economical plan ;

some account of, 16.

TOULON
}
debate in Parliament on Lord

Hood's cUim to remuneration for Ships

captured at, 479.

U.
VISEOAR, new preparation of, 446.
VOYAGE, abstract of Captain Jamrs's,

for the discovery of a north-west pas-
sage intotne South Sea, 137.

w.
WATER, method of purifying it, 446.
WATER-SPOUT of Geyser, in Iceland ;

some account of the, 41.
WEST INDIA REPORT, 412.

WOLFE, Major, anecdote of, 445.

INDEX to the GAZETTE LETTERS in VOL. XI. ; containing
Accounts of the Captures, Proceedings, &V. by and of the under-

mentioned Officers and Ships.

BENNET, Capt. 163

Bissell, Cape. Austin,

239. *4
Bland, Capt, Loftus Ot-

way, 59
Bl ;gn, Capt. John, 6i

Brawn, Capt Ernest, 251

Browne, Lieut, Philip, 64.

Duckworth, Rear- Admiral
Sir J. T. 61. 160.242.
247 i4*

poky, Lieut. E. K. 159
Goie, Capt. J hi , 253
Grav.s, Lapt. Tho. 153.

Guirhuipe, Mr. 64
, Capt. G. N. 410

Hood,Commodore Samuel,

^
e.:, 58. 155. 154

K:i;h, A miral Lord, 254
Lorir.g, Capt. John, 243.

245, 146, 247

M.iingy and Sons, Messrs.

*55
Mat; land, Capt. J. 64
M<itland, Capt. F. 409
Mastfield, C.ipr. Juhn, 60
Ai lue, Lieut. Robert, 255
Montagu, Adm. Geo. 163

Mudge, Capt. Zach. 241

Munuy, Capt. George, 163
Ntison, Vicc-Adin. Lord,

Nourse, Capt. Joseph, 254
Owen, Capt. 154
Raynsf.ird, Capt. R. 25*
Rooertson, Lieut. William,

'54
Ross, Capt. 1 60

Selby, Capt. William, 16*

Shepheard, Lieut. W. 65
Walker, Capt. James, 61

Williams, Lieut. John, 251
Winthrop, Capt. R. 151
Wood, Capt. J. A. 63

Wooldridge, Capt. 159
Young, Lieut. Kobcrt, 15*
Younghusoaud, Capt. Geo.

INDEX to the PROMOTIONS and APPOINTMENTS.

A LDHAM, Cart. 343
** Allen, Mr. 86

Allen, Mr. J<hn, 86

Apii ., Rear-Ad m. Peter,

343

Aigles, Capt. G. 86

A>lm: i

, C p:. Jon,., 343
A\sc ugh, C.-j't. 4 3

Avscough, L:eut. G.J 493
Baile Lieut. G. B. 86

B-iird, Dr. 493
B '.i r, Lieu . 175
Bali, M^jor G. b6

B'.H.;rd, Caprain V. V. 86

Barren, -Ensign, S6

B?i row, Mi . J. 421

Bayity, C
-pt. F. 86

gayley, Mr. 41*

Bazel.y, Vice-Adm. John,
34

Bui, Mr. 421

Bennett, Capt. W. H. 86

Berkeley. Rear-Adm. Hon.
George, 343

Iu; :
,Capt. Albemarle, 343

Bcvan, Captain, 343
Bickerton, Rear-Adm. Sir

Richaid, B.iit. 343
Bi'-k-, Major W. 86

Bishop, Mr. C. 493
B'kStll, L'apt. in, 262

Blan.ey. Captain, 343
B!uh, Vue- Adm. Kjchard

Rv'dncy, 342

Bli^li, Capr. W. 420
Bluett, LKUI, 34.3

Boger, Captain Rich. 343
Booth, Capt. W. 493
Bourn. aster, Vice-Admiral

John* 34*
Bowater, Capt.Edward,343
Bowcn, Rear-Adm. Geo.

343

Boys, Capt. C. W. 26*
Brabason, Captain, 420
Biaid, Li-, ut. 421
Breton, Capt. John, 493
B 1

iggs, Captain, 162

Brine, Rear- Aorn. James,
34*

Brown, Vice- Adm. John,
34*

Buckle, Captain, 420
Burgess, Lieut. 175

Burke,
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Burke, Mr. 86

Burlton, Capt. G. 493
Burlton, Lieut. 493
Barney, Capr. James, 493
Bush, Lieut. W. 411
Butt, Capt. 493
Calder, Reir-Admiral Sir

Robert, 342

CaldwtJl, Adm. Benjamin,
34*

Cnlrnady, Vice-Adm. Cha.

Holmes, 342

Campbell, Rear-Adm.Geo.

343

Campbell, Lieut. 421

Canning, the Right Hon.

George, 493
Carpenter, Lieut. 470.
Carteret, Captain, 343
Cathcart, Capt. 493
Chamberlayne, Vice-Adra.

Charles, 342
Child, Rear-Adra. Smith,

342
Clay, Captain, 262

Cochrane, Hon. Captain
Alexander, 343

Cochrane,Hon.Rear-Adm.
A. 420

Cocks, Capt. G. 86

Coffin, Capt. 86

Coffin, Rear-Admiral, 420
Coffin, Capt. Isaac, 343
Coghlan, Capt. 493
Coghlan, Lieut. 420
Colby, Capt.D. z6z

Cole, Capt. C. 493
Cole, Mr. 421

Collingwood, Rear-Adm.
Cuthbert, 342

Collins, Mr. 420
Colpoys, Sir John, 420
Colquit, Captain, 343
Cornwallis, Hon. Admiral

William, 342
Cotton, Vice-Admiral Sir

Charles, 342
C res well, Major J. 86

Cromwell, Rear-Admiral

Henry, 343
Curtis, Admiral Sir Roger,

342. 493
Cuthpp, Lieut. 493
Dacres, Captain B. 175
D-icre?, Rear.Adm. James

Richard, 343

Darby, Captain Hen. d'Es-

terre, 343

Davis, Ca^t. 433

Deans, Rear-Adm. Robert,

342
D'Esterre, Capt. Lieut. 175
Dickinson, Mr. Will. 420
Digby, Captain H. 175
Dixon, Captain M. 410
Dod, Vice-Adm. Edmund,

342
Domett, Captain Will. 343
Domett, Rear- Admiral, 420
Douglas, Vice-Adm. John

Leigh, 342

Douglds,Rear-Adm. James,
343

D ngbs, Rear-Adm. Billy,

343

Douglas, Captain Sir Wil-
liam Henry, 343

Downman, Capt. 86

Drury, Capt. Thomas, 343
Dairy, Capt. Will. O'Brien,

343
Duckworth, Rear-Adm. Sir

John Thomas, K. 6.341
Duff, Capt. 420. 493
Durham, Capt. 86

Edwards, Rear-Adm. Ed'
ward, 343

Edwards, Rear-Admiral

Sampson, 343
Eliiott, Col. G. 86

Elliott, Hon. Capt. G. 86

Elliott, Capt. 343

Essington, Capt. Will. 343
Evans, Captain, 86

Fairfax, Rear-Admiral Sir

William George, 343
Farquhar, Captain, 86

Faulknor, Capt. Jonathan,
343

Fayerman, Captain, 262

Ferguson, Rear- Adm.John,
343

Fielding, Captain, 420
Fish, Rear-Adm. John, 343
Fletcher, Colonel J. 86

Foote, Captain, 86

Foote, Captain C. 421
Fortescue, the Hon. Capt.
M. 493

Frazer, Capt. 493
Full, Mr. G. W. 421
Gambier,Vice-Adm. James,

342. 419
Gardner, Hon. Capt. F4zo
Garlics, Lord, 493
Garth, Lieut. T. 262

Gibson, Capt. J. 495
Godfrey, MX, $75

Gosselin, Capt. 175. 420
Gould, Captain, 410
Gower, Rear- Admiral Sir

Eras-mis, 342. 411. 493
Graeme, Vice-Adm. Alex-

ander, 342
Graham, Captain, 421
Graves, Rear-Admiral Sir

Thomas, K. !'. 343
Greene, Liet.it. O. B. 493
Gregory, Capt. C, M. 262

Gregory, Capt. 343
Greviile, Capt. W. F. 493

Grey, Hon. Capt. 86. 420
Grey, C*pt. George, 420
Halloweil, Captain, 420
Hamilton, Vice-Adm. Cha.

PoweU, 34*
Hardacre, Mr. J. A. 420
Hardacre, Captain, 420
Hardinge, Captain, 343

Harvey, Vice-Admirai Sir

Henry, 34*
Harvey, Mr. E. 493
Hawk*, Cap;. 493
Hawtayne, Lieut. 493
Henry, Vice-Admiral John,

342
Herbert, Capt. E. 493
Heron, Captain Sir Harry,
493

Herriott, Lieut. $75
Holloway,Rear-Adm.John,

342. 420
Hope, Capt. W. 175. 262

Hughes, Capt. Chane?,493
Humphries, Capt. 86 419
Hunt, Captain, 175
Hurd, Capt. 493
Jackson, Lieut. J. 86

James, Captain, 420
Janverin, Captain, 421
Jervis, Captain K. 420
Iggulden, Capr. J. 493
Inglis, Rear-Admiral John,

343

Johnson, Mr. W. V. 42*
Jones, Capt. T. 262. 345
Jones, Capt. C. 493
Kempe,Rtar-Adm.Arthur,

34*

Kempt, Captain, 421
Kempthorne,Rear-Admiral

James, 343

Keppel, Vice-Adm. George,
342

King, Capt. R. 175
King, Lieutenant, 420

Capt. 429

Kings*
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Kingsmill, Admiral Sir Ro-

bert, 34.2

Kittoe, Capt. W. H. 4.20

Kittoe, Capt. E. 421

Knighi, Rear-Adm. John,
343

Knowles, Renr-Adm. Sir

Charles Henry. 34.2

Laforcy, Capt. Sir F. 420
Langford, Capt. 410 .

Layman, Lieut. 262

Lecale, Reai-Adm. Right
Hon. Charles Lord, 342

Lock, Capt. 42*
Losack, Capt. W. 85. 430
Louis, Capt. Thomas, 343.

420.
Lucas, Lieuternnt, 175
Luke, Capt. W. 420
Lyne, Lieutenant, 262

M'Donald, Lieutenant, 171;

M'Douall, Rear-Admiial

Robert, 343
M'Guire, Capt. 86

Mackay, Capt. 493
Mackeller, Cap'. 493
Mackenzie, Vice- Admiral

Ttiomas, 342.

Mt'Namara, Capt. 262.

Malcolm, Capt. P. 86

Man, Vicc-Adm. Robert,

342

Manby, Mr. 493
Manley, Capt. John, 343
Markha.Ti, Capt. John, 343
Martin, Capt. George, 343,

420
Mason, Capt. F. 86

Mison, Lieutenant, 86

Master, Capt. 86. 420
Maurice, Lieut. J. W. 420
Meik, Lieut. 343
Melville, The R'ght Hon.

Henry Viscount, 419
Milbanke, Capt. R. 493
Miller, Capt. A. 262

Mitchell, Vice-Admiral Sir

Andrew, 342
Mitchell, Luur. 420

Montague, Rear-Adm. Ro-

bert, 343

Moriarty, Rear-Adm. Syl-
ver. 343

Morris, Capt. J. N. 410
Morrison, Capt. J. 262. 343

Mowbray, Capt. 86

Murray,Capt.George, 343.
420

Murray, Capt. Robert, 343

Napier, Lieut. 493
Neale, Sir Harry, Bart. 419.

493
Nelson, Right Hnn. Vice-

Adm. Horatio Viscount,

342
Neve, Capt. 420

Newman, Capt. 493
Northcsk, Capt. the Right
Hon. William Earl of,

343

Nugent,Vice-Adm. Charles

Edmund, 342
O'Brien, Capt. R. 420
Ommanney, Capt. 421

Onslow, Admiral Sir Ri-

chard, 342
Orde, Vice-Adm. Sir John,

342. 493
Ormsby, Lieut. 421
Osliorn, Capt. Samuel, 343

Paget, the Hon. Capt. 493
Pakenham, Rear- Admiral

John, 342
Pakenham, Hon. Rear- Ad-

miral Thomas, 342
Palmer, Capt. George, 343
Parker, George, Esq. 86

Parker, Admiral Sir Hyde,
34.2

Paiker, Vice-Adm. Chris-

tophe.', 341
Patton, Vice-Adm. Philip,

342. 420
Peilew, Capt. 86. 420
Pe!le>v, Capt. Sir EdwarJ,

Bart. 343. 420
Pellevv, Lieut. 420

Pelly, Cap:. 86. 343

Peyton, Capt. J. 420
Phillip, Rear-Adm. At thur,

343
Picktord, Lieut. 420, 421
Pickmore, Capt. 493
Pole, Vice-Admiral Sir

Charles Morice, 342

Prescot, Vice-Adm. Isaac,

342

Puget, Capt. P. 175
Purvis, Capt. John Child,

343
Pyn, Capt. 420
Rainier, Vice-Adm. Peter,

342

Ratsey, Lieut. 493
Rawe, Capt. T. 493
Reynolds, Capt. G. 175
Reynolds, Capt. R. C. 420
Ridley, Lieut. 175

Roberts, Capt. 86

Ross, Lieut. 86. 175
Rowley, Capt. C. 86. 262

Rowley, Rear-Adm. Bar-
tholomew Samuel, 343

Russell,Rear-Adrn.Thomas
Macnamara, 343

Russell, Capt. J. 420
Samber, Capt. James, 493
Saumarez, Reai-Adm. Sir

James, Bart, and K. B.

343
Saunders, Capt. G. 262

Savage, Reai-Adm. Henry,
34-3

Sawyer, Capt. 420
Sayes, Mr. 175

Schomberg,Capt.C.M. 261

Searle, Capt. 420. 493

Seymour, Capt. S. 262

Sheriff, Capt. 493
Shorthnd, Capr. T. G. 420

Shugar, Mr. 493
Slade, Capt. 493
Smith, Commodore Sir Wil-

liam Sydney, 343.420
Smith, Rear- Adm. Edward

Tyrrel, 343
Smith, Capt. L^rd W. 493

Spence, Lieut. D. 420
Spence, Lieut. T. 421

Sprangt-r, Capt. 493

Spry, Vice-Adm. Thomas,
342

Standfield, Capt. 262

Stanhope, Rear-Adm. Hsn.

Edwin, 343

Stephens, Sir Philip, Bart.

4'9
Stevenson, Adjutant, 86

Steward, Mr. 175
Stewart, Capt. 493
Stirling, Capt. 86

Strachan, Capt. Sir Richard

John, Bart. 343. 420
Strack, Lieut. M. A. N. de,

493
Sullivan, Mr. J. 175
Sutton, Capt.John, 343.420
Swiney, Vice-Admiral Wil-

liam, 342

Taylor,Rear-Admii'alTho.
342

Thomas, Capt. R. 8,6

Thomas, Rear-Adm. John,
342

Thompson, Mr. 420
Thornborough,Redr- Adm.

Edward, 343
Toweiy
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Tower, Capt. 410
Towry, Capt. 420
Trollope, Rear-Adm. Sir

Thomas, 343

Troubiiclge, Capt. Sir Tho.
Bart. 34.3

TrounselJ, Mr. 493
Vance, Mr. 175. 261

Vashon, Capt. James, 343.
420

Warren, Rear-Admiral Sir

John Borlase, Bart, and
K.B. 343

Watson, Capt. J. 493
Wells, Capt. Tho. 36. 343
West, Rear-Adm.Thoqras,

343
Western, Capt. 420
Whitaker, Lieut. 411

Whitby, Capt. 175
White, Capt. 493
Whitshed, Rear-Adm. Ja.

Hawkins, 342

Wicky, Rear.Adm. John,
343

Williams, Capt. Sir T. 420

Wilson,Rear- Admiral Geo.

341
Wilson, Mr. T. 420
Wdfhouse, Hon. Captain,

343

Wolley, Capt. J. 420
Wolseley, Capt. Wi! . 343
Young, Colonel J. 86

Yming, Vice-Admisal Sir

Ceorge, 342

Young, Vice-Adm. Will.

^342
Young, Admiral, 421
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nOWDEN, I/ent 87
*-* Bowen, Lieut. C. 493
Chambers jLieut.D.'vid,42 1

Curry, Capt. Richaid, 175
Davis, Mr. Richard Long-

field, 87

Drury, Lieut. 175

Feilding, Capt Charles, 421

Glynn, Capt. H. R. 493

Guyon, Lieut. 493
Hotham, Cap?. \V. 493
Ireland, Lieut. J. 421
Katon, Capt. 263
Martin, Capt. G. 343
Maurice, Lieut. F. M. 175
Milne, Capt. D. 421
Mould, Lieut. T. 493

Ommannej ,Capt.H.M.263

Osborne, Capt. 87
Saumarez, Mr. R. 493
Smith, Lieut. 87

Stedman, Capt. 493
Tobin, Capt. 493
Warren, Capt. 263
Williams, Lieut. C. D. 87

Woliey, Capt.Thomas, 343

Wynne, Capt. 263

INDEX TO THE OBITUARY.

ADAM, Mr. 494
Berkely, Capt. V. C.

421
Boger, Captain Coryndon,

421

Boyd, Lieut. W. 494
Britain, Mr. J. 494
Burdwood, Mr. J. 4^4
Butt, Captain, the Infant

Daughter of, 263
Buttei field, Capt, the Lady

of, 263
Cimelfoid, Lord, 263
Carr, Lieut. 263
Chambers, Mr. W. 494
Cole, Mr. Martin, 494
Dalmer, Rev. H. 87
Davers, Capt. 87
Dixon, Capt. Charles, 494
Dixon, Capt. J W. T. 94
Domett, Lieut. 494
Durcll, Capt. Thomas, 494
Epworth, Rear-Adm. 263
Evans, Lieut. 494
Fi'zgciald, Capt. 494
Guuch, Lieut. Samuel, 494

Gregory, George, 175
Hallam, Lieut. Edw. 494
Hallum, Reai-Adm. Tho.

344
Herring, Ctpt. 175
Hills, Capt. 344
Hire, Lieut. George, 494
Holmes, Lieut. 44
Hudson, Capt. 87

Johnstone, Cipt. Rob. 494
Johnston, Lieut. James, 67
Jones, Mr. Jiseph, 494.
K ;

ng, Mis. Elizabeth, 87

Langston, Lieut. Jos. 263
Larciim, Capt. Tho. 494
Leake, Lieut. W. J. M. 494
Lion, Mr. T. 494
Livisey, Lieut. Tho. 494
Mackenzie, Captain Simon,

494-

Marshall, Liuut. 494
Marshall, Mr. Charles, 87
Melhuish, Mr. John, 494
Mitford, Capt. H. 494
Mudge, Mr. J. 175

Murray, Lteut. 494

Neville, Lieut. Sam. 494
O'Brien, Capt. E. 175

Otway, Capt. the infant Son

of, 263

Parker, Vice-Adm. Chris.

topher, 493
Peers, Capt. 494
Riner, Mr. J. P. 494
Rttalick, Lieut. 87

Richards, Lieut. Salmon,494
Rooke, Lieut. N. 494
Saradine, Mrs. 421

Schomberg, Cath. Anna, 87

Schomberg, Sir Alex. 344
Scott, Capt. M. H., the In-

fant Son of, 494
Sheppard, Mr. A. 494
Shove, Mr. E. 494
Snow, Miss, 344
Stedman, Lieut. G. W. 494
Stroi g, Mr. 87

Symes, Lieut.Benjamin,494
Tahourdin, Capt. Will. 494
Thompson, Mr. J. 494
Touche, Littit. cle la, 494
Wilson, Lieut. Charles, 494
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